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(54) DETERMINING ROTATIONAL SPEED OR DIRECTION OF A BODY

(57) Disclosed is a device (1) for use in determining
the rotational speed of a body. The device (1) comprises
a sensor (20) for detecting the strength of a magnetic
field, and a body (10) that is rotatable relative to the sen-
sor (20) about an axis (A-A). The body (10) comprises a
plurality of circumferentially spaced magnetic regions
(11, 12, 13). The device (1) is arranged so that, during
rotation of the body (10) relative to the sensor (20), the
maximum strength detectable by the sensor (20) of a first
magnetic field of a first (11) of the magnetic regions (11,
12, 13) is different to the maximum strength detectable
by the sensor (20) of a second magnetic field of a second
(12) of the magnetic regions (11, 12, 13). By determining
the time between detected peaks of the magnetic field
strength it is possible to determine a rotational speed.

Disclosed is also a device for use in determining a
rotational direction, in which at least three regions having
different characteristics that can be identified by a sensor
are provided. The regions can have different magnetic
characteristics like magnetic field strength or field direc-
tion, they could have different visual characteristics like
colour or tone, or different dimensional characteristics
like radius or thickness.
The direction can then be determined by the order of the
characteristics, e.g. high - medium - low or low - medium
- high.

The sensor may comprise an optical element me-
chanically connected to a magnetostrictive element
which changes shape or dimension in response to vari-
ations of the magnetic field.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to devices for use
in determining rotational speed or rotational direction of
a body, to apparatuses for determining rotational speed
or rotational direction of a body, to methods of determin-
ing rotational speed or rotational direction of a body, and
to vehicles and aircraft landing gear comprising such de-
vices or apparatuses.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Detectors for detecting rotational speed of a
body, such as a wheel, are known. Some such detectors
work on the basis of a magnetic effect, producing a var-
iance in a magnetic field which is converted to an elec-
trical signal. However, at low rotational speeds of the
body, the output level is relatively low. Some such de-
tectors are unable to be used below a certain rotational
speed of the body.
[0003] Some detectors comprise a rotary part carrying
a plurality of magnetic targets, and a stationary part in-
cluding a Hall effect sensor for detecting the magnetic
fields of the targets as the rotary part rotates relative to
the sensor. However, such detectors either are unable
to determine the rotational direction of the body, or re-
quire more than one sensor to do so. Moreover, Hall ef-
fect sensors require electrical components at the sensor
head.
[0004] Other detectors have optical sensors for detect-
ing rotation characteristics of a rotating body. However,
the performance of such sensors relies on the sensors
being sufficiently clean to carry out the optical sensing.

SUMMARY

[0005] A first aspect of the present invention provides
a device for use in determining the rotational speed of a
body, the device comprising:

a sensor for detecting the strength of a magnetic
field; and
a body that is rotatable relative to the sensor about
an axis, the body comprising a plurality of circumfer-
entially spaced magnetic regions;
wherein the device is arranged so that during rotation
of the body relative to the sensor the maximum
strength detectable by the sensor of a first magnetic
field of a first of the magnetic regions is different to
the maximum strength detectable by the sensor of
a second magnetic field of a second of the magnetic
regions.

[0006] Optionally, the magnetic field strength of the
second magnetic region is greater than the magnetic field
strength of the first magnetic region.

[0007] Optionally, the device is arranged so that the
maximum strength detectable by the sensor of a third
magnetic field of a third of the magnetic regions is differ-
ent to each of the maximum strengths detectable by the
sensor of the first and second magnetic fields.
[0008] Optionally, the magnetic field strength of the
second magnetic region is greater than the magnetic field
strength of the first magnetic region, and the magnetic
field strength of the third magnetic region is greater than
the magnetic field strength of the second magnetic re-
gion.
[0009] Optionally, the second magnetic region is cir-
cumferentially located on the body between the first and
third magnetic regions.
[0010] Optionally, the body comprises a plurality of
each of the first, second and third magnetic regions, and
each of the second magnetic regions is circumferentially
located on the body between one of the first magnetic
regions and one of the third magnetic regions.
[0011] Optionally, the sensor is for producing a signal
which is indicative of a strength of a magnetic field de-
tected by the sensor.
[0012] Optionally, the magnetic regions are equally ra-
dially spaced from an axis about which the body is rotat-
able relative to the sensor.
[0013] Optionally, the magnetic regions are aligned ax-
ially relative to each other.
[0014] Optionally, the magnetic regions are equally cir-
cumferentially spaced apart from each other.
[0015] Optionally, the body comprises a member, and
each of the regions comprises a discrete magnetic ele-
ment carried by the member.
[0016] Optionally, the sensor is a magnetostrictive
sensor or a magnetostrictive optical sensor.
[0017] Optionally, the magnetostrictive optical sensor
comprises an optical element located in an optical fibre.
[0018] Optionally, the magnetostrictive optical sensor
comprises a magnetostrictive element and an optical el-
ement mechanically connected to the magnetostrictive
element, wherein a change in shape or dimension of the
magnetostrictive element causes a change in shape or
dimension of the optical element.
[0019] Optionally, the optical element comprises a Fi-
bre Bragg Grating (FBG).
[0020] A second aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a device for use in determining a rotational direction
of a body, the device comprising:

a sensor; and
a body that is rotatable relative to the sensor about
an axis, the body comprising circumferentially
spaced first, second and third regions, wherein a
characteristic of each of the first, second and third
regions differs from the characteristic of each other
of the first, second and third regions;
wherein the sensor is for detecting the characteristic
of the respective first, second and third regions in
turn as the body rotates relative to the sensor.
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[0021] Optionally, the body comprises a plurality of
each of the first, second and third regions, and each of
the second regions is circumferentially located between
one of the first regions and one of the third regions.
[0022] Optionally, the characteristic is a magnetic
characteristic.
[0023] Optionally, the magnetic characteristic is mag-
netic field strength.
[0024] Optionally, the magnetic field strength of each
of the first, second and third regions is greater than zero.
[0025] Optionally, the magnetic regions are equally ra-
dially spaced from an axis about which the body is rotat-
able relative to the sensor.
[0026] Optionally, the magnetic regions are aligned ax-
ially relative to each other.
[0027] Optionally, the magnetic regions are equally cir-
cumferentially spaced apart from each other.
[0028] Optionally, the body comprises a member, and
each of the regions comprises a discrete magnetic ele-
ment carried by the member.
[0029] Optionally, the sensor is a magnetostrictive
sensor or a magnetostrictive optical sensor.
[0030] Optionally, the magnetostrictive optical sensor
comprises an optical element located in an optical fibre.
[0031] Optionally, the magnetostrictive optical sensor
comprises a magnetostrictive element and an optical el-
ement mechanically connected to the magnetostrictive
element, wherein a change in shape or dimension of the
magnetostrictive element causes a change in shape or
dimension of the optical element.
[0032] Optionally, the optical element comprises a Fi-
bre Bragg Grating (FBG).
[0033] A third aspect of the present invention provides
apparatus for determining the rotational speed of a body,
wherein the apparatus comprises a device according to
the first aspect of the present invention, the sensor is for
producing a signal which is indicative of a strength of a
magnetic field detected by the sensor, and the apparatus
is arranged to determine a rotational speed of the body
relative to the sensor based on first and second signals
produced by the sensor which are respectively indicative
of strengths of the first and second magnetic fields de-
tected by the sensor.
[0034] A fourth aspect of the present invention pro-
vides apparatus for determining the rotational direction
of a body, wherein the apparatus comprises a device
according to the second aspect of the present invention,
and the apparatus is arranged to determine a rotational
direction of the body relative to the sensor based on sig-
nals produced by the sensor which are respectively in-
dicative of the characteristic of the first, second and third
regions detected by the sensor.
[0035] A fifth aspect of the present invention provides
aircraft landing gear comprising the device of either of
the first and second aspects of the present invention or
the apparatus of either of the third and fourth aspects of
the present invention, and a wheel, wherein the body is
rotatably fixed relative to the wheel.

[0036] A sixth aspect of the present invention provides
a vehicle comprising the device of either of the first and
second aspects of the present invention or the apparatus
of either of the third and fourth aspects of the present
invention.
[0037] Optionally, the vehicle is an aircraft.
[0038] Optionally, the aircraft comprises the aircraft
landing gear of the fifth aspect of the present invention.
[0039] A seventh aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a method of determining the rotational speed of a
body, the method comprising:

rotating a body comprising a plurality of circumfer-
entially spaced magnetic regions about an axis and
relative to a sensor for detecting the strength of a
magnetic field;
detecting by the sensor a strength of a first magnetic
field of a first of the magnetic regions during the ro-
tation of the body relative to the sensor, and produc-
ing by the sensor a first signal which is indicative of
the detected strength of the first magnetic field;
detecting by the sensor a strength of a second mag-
netic field of a second of the magnetic regions during
the rotation of the body relative to the sensor, and
producing by the sensor a second signal which is
indicative of the detected strength of the second
magnetic field, wherein the strength detected by the
sensor of the first magnetic field is different to the
strength detected by the sensor of the second mag-
netic field; and
determining, based on the first and second signals,
a rotational speed of the body relative to the sensor.

[0040] An eighth aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a method of determining the rotational direction of
a body, the method comprising:

rotating a body comprising circumferentially spaced
first, second and third regions about an axis and rel-
ative to a sensor, wherein a characteristic of each of
the first, second and third regions differs from the
characteristic of each other of the first, second and
third regions; and
detecting by the sensor the characteristic of the first,
second and third regions as the body rotates relative
to the sensor, and producing by the sensor signals
which are respectively indicative of the detected
characteristic of the first, second and third regions;
and
determining, based on the signals, a rotational direc-
tion of the body relative to the sensor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:
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Figure 1 shows a schematic side view of an example
of a device for use in determining the rotational speed
and rotational direction of a body, in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 2 shows a schematic front view of the device
of Figure 1;

Figure 3 shows a schematic diagram of an example
of apparatus for determining the rotational speed and
rotational direction of a body, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention;

Figure 4 shows a schematic side view of an example
of aircraft landing gear of an embodiment of the in-
vention; and

Figure 5 shows a schematic side view of an example
of an aircraft of an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0042] Referring to Figures 1 and 2, there are shown
a schematic side view and a schematic front view of an
example of a device according to an embodiment of the
invention. The device is for use in determining the rota-
tional speed and rotational direction of a body. The device
1 comprises the body 10 and a sensor 20. The body 10
comprises a plurality of circumferentially spaced or ar-
ranged magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 and is rotatable rel-
ative to the sensor 20 about an axis A-A. The magnetic
regions 11, 12, 13 therefore rotate relative to the sensor
20 as the body 10 rotates relative to the sensor 20. The
sensor 20 is for detecting the strength of a magnetic field.
The body 10 and the sensor 20 of this embodiment are
relatively arranged so that the sensor 20 is able to detect
the strength of respective magnetic fields of the magnetic
regions 11, 12, 13 as the body 10 rotates relative to the
sensor 20.
[0043] In some embodiments, the magnetic regions
11, 12, 13 may be differently-magnetised regions of a
unitary body 10, for example. However, the body 10 of
this embodiment comprises a member 16, and each of
the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 comprises a discrete
magnetic element carried by the member 16. For exam-
ple, each of the discrete magnetic elements may be af-
fixed to the member 16, such as by adhesive, one or
more screws, one or more nuts and bolts, one or more
rivets, or the like. In this embodiment, the magnetic re-
gions 11, 12, 13 are non-movable relative to each other
and relative to the member 16. The member 16 may be
made of any suitable material, such as a plastics material,
a metal, or a metal alloy. The member 16 is non-mag-
netic, so as not itself to be detectable by the sensor 20.
However, in other embodiments, the member 16 may be
magnetic, although preferably only to a degree that is
considerably smaller than the degree to which each of
the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 is magnetic.

[0044] The body 10 comprises a plurality of each of
the first, second and third magnetic regions 11, 12, 13.
Each of the first magnetic regions 11 has a magnetic field
strength that is equal, or substantially equal, to each other
of the first magnetic regions 11. Moreover, each of the
second magnetic regions 12 has a magnetic field
strength that is equal, or substantially equal, to each other
of the second magnetic regions 12. Furthermore, each
of the third magnetic regions 13 has a magnetic field
strength that is equal, or substantially equal, to each other
of the third magnetic regions 13. However, the magnetic
field strength of each of the third magnetic regions 13 is
greater than the magnetic field strength of each of the
second magnetic regions 12, and the magnetic field
strength of each of the second magnetic regions 12 is
greater than the magnetic field strength of each of the
first magnetic regions 11. That is, the magnitude of the
magnetic field of each of the third magnetic regions 13
is greater than the magnitude of the magnetic field of
each of the second magnetic regions 12, and the mag-
nitude of the magnetic field of each of the second mag-
netic regions 12 is greater than the magnitude of the mag-
netic field of each of the first magnetic regions 11. There-
fore, each of the first magnetic regions 11 may be con-
sidered to have a "low" magnetic strength, each of the
second magnetic regions 12 may be considered to have
a "medium" magnetic strength, and each of the third mag-
netic regions 13 may be considered to have "high" mag-
netic strength.
[0045] In this embodiment, the magnetic field strength
of each of the first, second and third magnetic regions
11, 12, 13 is greater than zero. However, in an alternative
embodiment, the magnetic field strength of each of the
first magnetic regions 11 may be zero.
[0046] In this embodiment, each of the second mag-
netic regions 12 is circumferentially located on the body
10 between one of the first magnetic regions 11 and one
of the third magnetic regions 13. Therefore, as the body
10 rotates relative to the sensor 20 in use, the magnetic
regions pass the sensor 20 in the order high-medium-
low or in the order low-medium-high, depending on the
direction of rotation of the body 10 relative to the sensor
20.
[0047] In this embodiment, the magnetic regions 11,
12, 13 are equally, or substantially equally, circumferen-
tially spaced apart from each other. However, in other
embodiments, the circumferential spacing apart of one
or more pairs of adjacent magnetic regions 11, 12, 13
may be different to the circumferential spacing apart of
one or more other pairs of adjacent magnetic regions 11,
12, 13.
[0048] In this embodiment, the magnetic regions 11,
12, 13 are equally, or substantially equally, radially
spaced from the axis A-A about which the body 10 is
rotatable relative to the sensor 20. In this embodiment,
the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 also are aligned, or sub-
stantially aligned, axially relative to each other. That is,
all of the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 are located at the
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same axial position relative to the axis A-A. Therefore,
as the body 10 rotates relative to the sensor 20, all of the
magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 travel along the same, or
substantially the same, circular path. However, as is dis-
cussed in more detail below by way of example, one or
both of these conditions may not be true in other embod-
iments.
[0049] In this embodiment, the sensor 20 also is fixed
relative to the axis A-A. Therefore, as the body 10 rotates
relative to the sensor 20 in use, each of the magnetic
regions 11, 12, 13 passes the sensor 20 at the same, or
substantially the same, distance from the sensor 20. That
is, the closest any one of the magnetic regions 11, 12,
13 is able to get to the sensor 20 during rotation of the
body 10 relative to the sensor 20 is the same, or sub-
stantially the same, as any other of the magnetic regions
11, 12, 13 is able to get to the sensor 20.
[0050] In this embodiment, the sensor 20 is fixed rel-
ative to the axis A-A at a position axially adjacent the
body 10, and axially adjacent the circular path along
which the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 travel during ro-
tation of the body 10 relative to the sensor 20. However,
in other embodiments, the sensor 20 may be fixed at a
different position. For example, the sensor 20 could be
fixed relative to the axis A-A at a position radially adjacent
the body 10. That is, the sensor 20 may be located further
from the axis A-A than are the magnetic regions 11, 12,
13.
[0051] The sensor 20 of this embodiment is for produc-
ing a signal which is indicative of a strength of a magnetic
field detected by the sensor 20. Respective different
types of sensor 20 could be used, such as a Hall effect
sensor, a magnetoresistive sensor, or a magnetostrictive
sensor. In this embodiment, the sensor 20 is a magne-
tostrictive optical sensor.
[0052] The sensor 20 of this embodiment comprises a
magnetostrictive element. A shape or dimension of the
magnetostrictive element varies in response to a varying
magnetic field strength applied to the magnetostrictive
element. The strength of a magnetic field proximate the
magnetostrictive element is determined by measuring
the resulting change in shape or dimension of the mag-
netostrictive element. The magnetostrictive element may
be made, for example, from one or more magnetostrictive
materials selected from the group consisting of: colbalt,
nickel, TbxDy1-xFe2 (x ∼ 0.3) (e.g. Terfenol-D), and
Fe81Si3.5B13.5C2 (e.g. Metglas ®).
[0053] In a magnetostrictive optical sensor, the change
in shape or dimension of the magnetostrictive element
is interrogated optically. In this embodiment, an optical
element, that is itself able to change shape or dimension,
is mechanically connected to the magnetostrictive ele-
ment. In this embodiment, the optical element is located
in an optical fibre, which is mechanically connected to
the magnetostrictive material, such as by being bonded
or adhered thereto. A change in shape or dimension of
the magnetostrictive element causes a change in shape
or dimension of the optical element. One or more optical

characteristics of the optical element also change in re-
sponse to the change in shape or dimension of the optical
element.
[0054] In this embodiment, the optical element of the
sensor 20 comprises a Fibre Bragg Grating (FBG). The
FBG is a distributed Bragg reflector located within the
optical fibre and comprises periodic variations in the re-
fractive index of the core of the fibre along a section of
the length of the optical fibre. The wavelength of a band
of light reflected from the FBG is dependent on the axial
strain of the fibre. As the FBG is mechanically connected
to (for example bonded to, affixed to, or tightly wound
around) the magnetostrictive element, a change in shape
or dimension of the magnetostrictive element changes
the axial strain in the FBG, which in turn changes the
wavelength of a band of light reflected by the FBG. The
wavelength of a band of light reflected by the FBG thus
acts as a signal which is indicative of a strength of a
magnetic field detected by the sensor 20. By monitoring
light reflected from the FBG, the presence of a magnetic
field detected by the sensor 20 is able to be detected,
and the strength of the magnetic field detected by the
sensor 20 is able to be determined.
[0055] In another embodiment, the optical element of
the sensor 20 may comprise a Fibre Fabry-Perot inter-
ferometer (FFP). The FFP comprises two reflecting sur-
faces located within an optical fibre separated by a dis-
tance. Light reflecting from a first of the reflective surfaces
interferes with light reflecting from a second of the reflec-
tive surfaces. The phase difference between the two re-
flected beams is a function of the wavelength of the light,
and of the distance between the reflective surfaces.
Therefore, for a fixed wavelength of interrogation light, a
change in the distance between the two reflective sur-
faces results in an associated change in the power of
light reflected from the FFP. Alternatively, when a broad-
band interrogation light source is used, a change in the
distance between the two reflective surfaces results in
an associated change in the spectrum of light reflected
from the FFP, i.e. an associated change in the wave-
length of a band of light reflected by the FFP. With the
FFP mechanically connected to (for example bonded to,
affixed to, or tightly wound around) the magnetostrictive
element of the sensor 20, a change in shape or dimension
of a magnetostrictive element changes the distance be-
tween the reflective surfaces in the FFP, which in turn
changes the wavelength of a band of light reflected by
the FFP. The wavelength of a band of light reflected by
the FFP thus acts as a signal which is indicative of a
strength of a magnetic field detected by the sensor 20.
By monitoring light reflected from the FFP, the presence
of a magnetic field detected by the sensor 20 is able to
be detected, and the strength of the magnetic field de-
tected by the sensor 20 is able to be determined.
[0056] Referring to Figure 3, there is shown a sche-
matic diagram of an example of apparatus for determin-
ing the rotational speed and rotational direction of a body,
according to an embodiment of the invention. The appa-
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ratus 100 of this embodiment comprises the device 1 of
Figures 1 and 2. The apparatus 100 is arranged to de-
termine a rotational speed of the body 10 relative to the
sensor 20 based on first and second signals produced
by the sensor 20. The first and second signals are re-
spectively indicative of strengths of the first and second
magnetic fields of the first and second magnetic regions
11, 12, as detected by the sensor 20 in use. The appa-
ratus 100 also is arranged to determine a rotational di-
rection of the body 10 relative to the sensor 20 based on
first, second and third signals produced by the sensor
20. The first, second and third signals are respectively
indicative of strengths of the first, second and third mag-
netic fields of the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13, as detect-
ed by the sensor 20 in use.
[0057] In this embodiment, the apparatus 100 compris-
es a source of light 110, a light measurer 120, and a
processor 130. The light source 110 and the light meas-
urer 120 are optically connected to the sensor 20 by one
or more optical fibres. The light source 110 is arranged
to output light towards the optical element of the sensor
20, and the light measurer 120 is arranged to receive
light reflected from the optical element of the sensor 20.
The processor 130 is communicatively connected to the
light measurer 120.
[0058] In this embodiment, the processor 130 is ar-
ranged to determine a rotational speed of the body 10
relative to the sensor 20 based on first and second signals
produced by the sensor 20. The first and second signals
are respectively indicative of strengths of the first and
second magnetic fields of the first and second magnetic
regions 11, 12 as detected by the sensor 20. In this em-
bodiment, the processor 130 also is arranged to deter-
mine a rotational direction of the body 10 relative to the
sensor 20 based on first, second and third signals pro-
duced by the sensor 20, which are respectively indicative
of the strengths of the first, second and third magnetic
fields of the first, second and third magnetic regions 11,
12, 13 as detected by the sensor 20. These features of
the apparatus 100 are described in more detail below.
[0059] The light source 110 may be, for example, a
tuned laser or a broadband light source. In use, the light
source 110 outputs light that is directed to the optical
element. When the light source 110 is a broadband light
source, the light reflected from the optical element is di-
rected towards the light measurer 120, which may be a
wavelength meter that measures the wavelength of the
light reflected from the optical element. An indication of
the wavelength measured by light measurer may then
be provided to the processor 130. The processor 130
may then process the wavelength measured by light
measurer 120, and convert the measured wavelength
into a signal which is indicative of a strength of a magnetic
field to which the magnetostrictive element of the sensor
20 is subjected at that point in time.
[0060] When the light source 110 is a tuneable narrow
band light source, such as a tuneable laser, the light
measurer 120 may be a photodiode that measures the

intensity of light reflected from the optical element. In
some embodiments, an analogue to digital converter may
convert a signal from the photodiode into a digital signal
which is provided to the processor 130. In some embod-
iments, the processor 130 controls the tuneable narrow
band light source to emit light successively at different
wavelengths, and at the same time monitors light inten-
sity signals received from the photodiode. The processor
130 can thus determine for which emitted wavelength
the highest intensity of reflected light is detected, and
thereby determine the wavelength of light most reflected
by the optical element at that point in time. The processor
130 may then convert the determined wavelength into a
signal which is indicative of a strength of a magnetic field
to which the magnetostrictive element of the sensor 20
is subjected at that point in time.
[0061] In this embodiment, the device 1 is arranged so
that, during rotation of the body 10 relative to the sensor
20, the maximum strength detectable by the sensor 20
of the magnetic field of any one of the first magnetic re-
gions 11 is different to the maximum strength detectable
by the sensor 20 of the magnetic field of any one of the
second magnetic regions 12. Furthermore, the device 1
is arranged so that, during rotation of the body 10 relative
to the sensor 20, the maximum strength detectable by
the sensor 20 of the magnetic field of any one of the third
magnetic regions 13 is different to the maximum strength
detectable by the sensor 20 of the magnetic field of any
one of the first and second magnetic regions 11, 12. In
this embodiment, this is effected by the above-described
features that the magnetic field strength of each of the
third magnetic regions 13 is greater than the magnetic
field strength of each of the second magnetic regions 12,
which in turn are greater than the magnetic field strengths
of each of the first magnetic regions 11.
[0062] In use, as the body 10 rotates relative to the
sensor 20, the movement of each of the magnetic regions
11, 12, 13 past the sensor 20 causes the magnetostrictive
element of the sensor 20 to change shape or dimension.
As discussed above, this causes the optical element to
change shape or dimension, which in turn changes the
wavelength of a band of light reflectable by the optical
element.
[0063] By monitoring the wavelengths of light reflected
by the optical element over time, the processor 130 is
able to determine the time between peaks of the detected
strengths of the magnetic fields to which the magneto-
strictive element of the sensor 20 is subjected by the
magnetic regions 11, 12, 13. Using this information in
combination with data representative of the circumferen-
tial spacing of the magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 of the body
10, the processor is thus able to determine a rotational
speed of the body 10.
[0064] By monitoring the wavelengths of light reflected
by the optical element over time, the processor 130 is
able to determine the order in which the magnetostrictive
element of the sensor 20 is being subjected to different
strength magnetic fields by the first, second and third
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magnetic regions 11, 12, 13. That is, the processor 130
is able to determine whether the magnetic regions 11,
12, 13 are passing the sensor 20 in the order high-me-
dium-low or in the order low-medium-high. The processor
130 is thus able to use this determined order to determine
the rotational direction of the body 10 relative to the sen-
sor 20.
[0065] In embodiments other than those discussed
above, the first, second and third magnetic regions 11,
12, 13 may not all be equally, or substantially equally,
spaced from an axis A-A and/or may not all be aligned,
or substantially aligned, axially relative to each other.
Moreover, the magnetic field strengths of all the first, sec-
ond and third magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 may be equal,
or substantially equal. In such alternative embodiments,
each of the first magnetic regions 11 may pass the sensor
20 at a first distance from the sensor 20, each of the
second magnetic regions 12 may pass the sensor 20 at
a second distance from the sensor 20, and each of the
third magnetic regions 13 may pass the sensor 20 at a
third distance from the sensor 20, where the first distance
is greater than the second distance, and the second dis-
tance is greater than the third distance. The device 1
would thus still be arranged so that the maximum strength
detectable by the sensor 20 of the magnetic field of any
one of the first magnetic regions 11 is different to the
maximum strength detectable by the sensor 20 of the
magnetic field of any one of the second magnetic regions
12. Furthermore, the device 1 would still be arranged so
that the maximum strength detectable by the sensor 20
of the magnetic field of any one of the third magnetic
regions 13 is different to the maximum strength detect-
able by the sensor 20 of the magnetic field of any one of
the first and second magnetic regions 11, 12.
[0066] In the above-described embodiments, since the
device 1 does not need any electrical wiring, such as for
powering the sensor 20 or for carrying signals therefrom,
the device 1 can be located in environments in which it
might be preferable not to have electrical components
present. Moreover, since the device 1 is connected to
the rest of the apparatus 100 optically, such as by one
or more optical fibres, a weight saving may also be made
over arrangements that do require electrical wiring.
[0067] In the above-described embodiments, as noted
above, the device 1 is arranged so that the maximum
strength detectable by the sensor 20 of a first magnetic
field of a first of the magnetic regions 11 is different to
the maximum strength detectable by the sensor 20 of a
second magnetic field of a second of the magnetic re-
gions 12. Therefore, the sensor 20 detects a greater
change in magnetic field strength as the body 10 rotates
relative to the sensor 20, as compared to an alternative
arrangement in which the maximum strength detectable
by the sensor 20 of the first magnetic field is the same
as the maximum strength detectable by the sensor 20 of
the second magnetic field. Accordingly, the device 1 is
better able to detect relatively low rotational speeds of
the body 10.

[0068] In other embodiments, which may be respective
variations to the embodiments discussed above, the third
magnetic regions 13 may be omitted. Such devices would
still be usable in determining the rotational speed of the
body 10, and such apparatuses would still be for deter-
mining the rotational speed of the body 10.
[0069] In each of the above-discussed embodiments,
the body 10 comprise a plurality each of the first and
second (and third, where provided) magnetic regions 11,
12, 13. However, in other embodiments, the body 10 may
comprise only one of each of the first, second and third
magnetic regions 11, 12, 13. The first, second and third
magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 may still have respective
different magnetic field strengths. In some such other
embodiments, the second magnetic region 12 may be
circumferentially located on the body 10 between the first
and third magnetic regions 11, 13.
[0070] In each of the above-discussed embodiments
the first, second and third (where provided) magnetic re-
gions 11, 12, 13 have different respective magnetic field
strengths. In other embodiments, the magnetic charac-
teristic that differs between the first, second and third
(where provided) magnetic regions 11, 12, 13 may be
other than magnetic field strength, such as magnetic field
direction. In such other embodiments, the sensor 20
would be for detecting the magnetic characteristic of the
respective first, second and third
[0071] (where provided) magnetic regions 11, 12, 13
as the body 10 rotates relative to the sensor 20.
[0072] In the above-described embodiments, the sen-
sor 20 need not be kept clean, or as clean, as a pure
optical sensor for optically sensing the position of the
body 10. Therefore, the device 1 can be located in envi-
ronments in which the sensor 20 could get dirtied.
[0073] In still further embodiments, the characteristic
that differs between the first, second and third regions
11, 12, 13 may be other than a magnetic characteristic.
The characteristic could, for example, be a visual char-
acteristic, such as colour or tone, or a dimensional char-
acteristic, such as radius or axial thickness of the body
10. In such further embodiments, the first, second and
third regions 11, 12, 13 may or may not be magnetic. In
such further embodiments, the sensor 20 would be suit-
able for detecting the characteristic of the respective first,
second and third regions 11, 12, 13 as the body 10 rotates
relative to the sensor 20. The, or each, sensor could be,
for example, an optical sensor, a proximity sensor, or the
like.
[0074] Any of the above-described devices 1 and ap-
paratuses 100 may be comprised in a vehicle, such as
an aircraft. For example, any of the devices 1 and appa-
ratuses 100 may be comprised in aircraft landing gear,
which comprises a wheel relative to which the body 10
of the device 1 or apparatus 100 is rotatably fixed. The
device 1 or apparatus 100 can thus be used to determine
the rotational speed and/or rotational direction of the
wheel of the landing gear. Such information can be used,
for example, in determining whether the wheel is skid-
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ding, in controlling the movement of the wheel during
spin-up prior to landing, or in determining the speed of
the aircraft as it taxis along the ground, for example.
[0075] Referring to Figure 4, there is shown a sche-
matic side view of an example of aircraft landing gear of
an embodiment of the invention. The aircraft landing gear
300 comprises a wheel 310 for contacting the ground
during landing, take-off or taxiing of the aircraft to which
the landing gear 300 is to be connected. The aircraft land-
ing gear 300 also comprises a strut 320 to which the
wheel 310 is rotatably connected for rotation about an
axis 330. The landing gear 300 of this embodiment com-
prises the device 1 of Figures 1 and 2. The body 10 of
the device 1 is fixed relative to the wheel 310, and the
sensor 20 of the device 1 is fixed relative to the strut 320.
In use, as the wheel 310 rotates relative to the sensor
20, so too does the body 10. Therefore, the rotational
direction and/or the rotational speed of the wheel 310
may be determined, as discussed above.
[0076] In some embodiments, the landing gear 300
may comprise a plurality of wheels 310 for contacting the
ground. In some of those embodiments, the body 10 may
be rotatably fixed relative to one, some, or all of the
wheels 310.
[0077] Referring to Figure 5, there is shown a sche-
matic side view of an example of an aircraft according to
an embodiment of the invention. The aircraft 400 com-
prises the landing gear 300 of Figure 4. In other respec-
tive embodiments, the aircraft 400 may comprise any of
the landing gears of the other embodiments discussed
above.
[0078] Devices and apparatuses embodying the
present invention could also be comprised in mecha-
nisms of aircraft other than landing gear, in which mech-
anisms the rotational direction and/or speed of a rotating
body is to be determined and/or controlled. Such mech-
anisms include, for example, systems for adjusting flight
control surfaces of an aircraft, and aircraft drive trains.
Moreover, devices and apparatuses embodying the
present invention could be comprised in vehicles other
than aircraft, such as road vehicles or rail vehicles.
[0079] The embodiments described herein are respec-
tive non-limiting examples of how the present invention,
and aspects of the present invention, may be implement-
ed. Any feature described in relation to any one embod-
iment may be used alone, or in combination with other
features described, and may also be used in combination
with one or more features of any other of the embodi-
ments, or any combination of any other of the embodi-
ments. Furthermore, equivalents and modifications not
described above may also be employed without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention, which is defined by
the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. A device for use in determining the rotational speed

of a body, the device comprising:

a sensor for detecting the strength of a magnetic
field; and
a body that is rotatable relative to the sensor
about an axis, the body comprising a plurality of
circumferentially spaced magnetic regions;
wherein the device is arranged so that during
rotation of the body relative to the sensor the
maximum strength detectable by the sensor of
a first magnetic field of a first of the magnetic
regions is different to the maximum strength de-
tectable by the sensor of a second magnetic field
of a second of the magnetic regions.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the magnetic field
strength of the second magnetic region is greater
than the magnetic field strength of the first magnetic
region.

3. The device of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the device
is arranged so that the maximum strength detectable
by the sensor of a third magnetic field of a third of
the magnetic regions is different to each of the max-
imum strengths detectable by the sensor of the first
and second magnetic fields;
optionally wherein the magnetic field strength of the
second magnetic region is greater than the magnetic
field strength of the first magnetic region, and where-
in the magnetic field strength of the third magnetic
region is greater than the magnetic field strength of
the second magnetic region.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the second magnetic
region is circumferentially located on the body be-
tween the first and third magnetic regions; optionally
wherein the body comprises a plurality of each of the
first, second and third magnetic regions, and wherein
each of the second magnetic regions is circumfer-
entially located on the body between one of the first
magnetic regions and one of the third magnetic re-
gions.

5. The device of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the sensor is for producing a signal which
is indicative of a strength of a magnetic field detected
by the sensor.

6. A device for use in determining a rotational direction
of a body, the device comprising:

a sensor; and
a body that is rotatable relative to the sensor
about an axis, the body comprising circumfer-
entially spaced first, second and third regions,
wherein a characteristic of each of the first, sec-
ond and third regions differs from the character-
istic of each other of the first, second and third
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regions;
wherein the sensor is for detecting the charac-
teristic of the respective first, second and third
regions in turn as the body rotates relative to the
sensor.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein the body comprises
a plurality of each of the first, second and third re-
gions, and wherein each of the second regions is
circumferentially located between one of the first re-
gions and one of the third regions.

8. The device of claim 6 or claim 7, wherein the char-
acteristic is a magnetic characteristic;
optionally wherein the magnetic characteristic is
magnetic field strength;
further optionally wherein the magnetic field strength
of each of the first, second and third regions is greater
than zero.

9. The device of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the magnetic regions are equally radially
spaced from an axis about which the body is rotat-
able relative to the sensor;
and/or wherein the magnetic regions are aligned ax-
ially relative to each other;
and/or wherein the magnetic regions are equally cir-
cumferentially spaced apart from each other;
and/or wherein the body comprises a member, and
each of the regions comprises a discrete magnetic
element carried by the member.

10. The device of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the sensor is a magnetostrictive sensor or
a magnetostrictive optical sensor;
optionally wherein the magnetostrictive optical sen-
sor comprises an optical element located in an opti-
cal fibre;
further optionally wherein the optical element com-
prises a Fibre Bragg Grating (FBG).

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the magnetostrictive
optical sensor comprises a magnetostrictive element
and an optical element mechanically connected to
the magnetostrictive element, wherein a change in
shape or dimension of the magnetostrictive element
causes a change in shape or dimension of the optical
element.

12. Apparatus for determining the rotational speed of a
body, wherein the apparatus comprises a device ac-
cording to claim 5, and wherein the apparatus is ar-
ranged to determine a rotational speed of the body
relative to the sensor based on first and second sig-
nals produced by the sensor which are respectively
indicative of strengths of the first and second mag-
netic fields detected by the sensor.

13. Apparatus for determining the rotational direction of
a body, wherein the apparatus comprises a device
according to claim 6, and wherein the apparatus is
arranged to determine a rotational direction of the
body relative to the sensor based on signals pro-
duced by the sensor which are respectively indica-
tive of the characteristic of the first, second and third
regions detected by the sensor.

14. Aircraft landing gear comprising the device of any
one of claims 1 to 11 or the apparatus of any one of
claims 12 to 13, and a wheel, wherein the body is
rotatably fixed relative to the wheel.

15. A vehicle comprising the device of any one of claims
1 to 11 or the apparatus of any one of claims 12 to 13;
optionally wherein the vehicle is an aircraft;
further optionally wherein the aircraft comprises the
aircraft landing gear of claim 14.

16. A method of determining the rotational speed of a
body, the method comprising:

rotating a body comprising a plurality of circum-
ferentially spaced magnetic regions about an
axis and relative to a sensor for detecting the
strength of a magnetic field;
detecting by the sensor a strength of a first mag-
netic field of a first of the magnetic regions during
the rotation of the body relative to the sensor,
and producing by the sensor a first signal which
is indicative of the detected strength of the first
magnetic field;
detecting by the sensor a strength of a second
magnetic field of a second of the magnetic re-
gions during the rotation of the body relative to
the sensor, and producing by the sensor a sec-
ond signal which is indicative of the detected
strength of the second magnetic field, wherein
the strength detected by the sensor of the first
magnetic field is different to the strength detect-
ed by the sensor of the second magnetic field;
and
determining, based on the first and second sig-
nals, a rotational speed of the body relative to
the sensor.

17. A method of determining the rotational direction of a
body, the method comprising:

rotating a body comprising circumferentially
spaced first, second and third regions about an
axis and relative to a sensor, wherein a charac-
teristic of each of the first, second and third re-
gions differs from the characteristic of each other
of the first, second and third regions; and
detecting by the sensor the characteristic of the
first, second and third regions as the body ro-
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tates relative to the sensor, and producing by
the sensor signals which are respectively indic-
ative of the detected characteristic of the first,
second and third regions; and
determining, based on the signals, a rotational
direction of the body relative to the sensor.
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