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(54) MODULAR TRIGGER ASSEMBLY

(57) A trigger assembly and scanner terminal are de-
scribed. The trigger assembly includes two parts. A rigid
first part stores a pressure sensitive switch and a printed
circuit board. An elastic second part contacts the pres-

sure sensitive switch in response to a level of pressure
applied to the trigger assembly. The first part and second
part are formed from a continuous piece.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Conventional scanners process packages by
reading and decoding information affixed to the packag-
es. In some instances, the information is read and de-
coded as the packages move along a conveyor system.
Typically, the scanners incorporate a light source and a
light detector. In some conventional scanners, a trigger
may be used to generate scan lines of which a portion
of the light is reflected from the package and detected
by the image detector and converted into an electrical
signal, which is the basis for the object properties that
include digital images of packages that have been read
by the scanner. The digital image is processed and de-
coded according to the instructions executed by one or
more computer processors of the conventional scanners
or the conveyor system.
[0002] Triggers or buttons are used on conventional
scanners. The conventional trigger consists of several
electro-mechanical components that are utilized to gen-
erate a triggering signal. For instance, triggers are em-
ployed on bar code scanners and other scanning devic-
es. The trigger may initiate certain functions on the con-
ventional scanners. As explained above, the trigger may
activate a light source and light detector to capture bar
code information on a package. Additionally, the trigger
may activate specific function on the conventional scan-
ner (i.e., in some application the trigger may activate any
form of communication).
[0003] Some conventional triggers may require a sig-
nificant amount of labor to manufacture because of the
number of moving parts and the configuration of the con-
ventional trigger. For instance, the above-described trig-
ger is typically hard-wired to the scanner and may not be
removed. Additionally, the conventional trigger may re-
quire a user to assert a fixed amount of force and stroke
to activate the conventional trigger. Thus, some users
may have difficulty creating scan lines when attempting
to process packages. Accordingly, the conventional trig-
ger may have a limited number of life cycles due to wear
on the various moving parts of the scanner.

SUMMARY

[0004] This Summary is provided to introduce a selec-
tion of concepts in a simplified form that are further de-
scribed below in the Detailed Description. This Summary
is not intended to identify key features or essential fea-
tures of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to
be used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed
subject matter.
[0005] Embodiments of the invention are directed to
an attachable modular trigger assembly for use in a mo-
bile scanner or similar device. The trigger assembly in-
cludes a pressure sensitive member (e.g., switch) and a
trigger button. In certain embodiments, the trigger as-

sembly includes a rigid and an elastic part that are ob-
tained from the same piece to form an integrated trigger
assembly. The switch may be housed in the rigid part of
the trigger assembly. The trigger button may be connect-
ed to the elastic part of the trigger assembly.
[0006] In some embodiments, the pressure sensitive
member is secured to a portion of the trigger assembly
via a communication interface of a printed circuit board
(PCB). The trigger button is attached to the mobile scan-
ner in a manner such that a force applied to the trigger
assembly causes a resultant force to be applied on the
pressure sensitive member. The PCB is supported by
the part of the trigger assembly that is opposite to the
part of the trigger assembly that includes the trigger but-
ton.
[0007] The pressure sensitive member is attached to
the PCB, which includes a connector that may couple to
circuitry on the scanner terminal. The assertion of a force
on the trigger button changes electronic properties of the
pressure sensitive member. In one embodiment of the
invention, asserting a force on the trigger button causes
a change in the electrical resistance of the pressure sen-
sitive member. For example, the force causes a conduc-
tive layer of the pressure sensitive member to come in
contact with conductive traces within the pressure sen-
sitive member. As the force increases (within a certain
range), the electrical resistance of the conductive traces
decreases.
[0008] In another embodiment of the invention, assert-
ing a force on the trigger button causes a change in the
capacitance of the pressure sensitive member. In yet an-
other embodiment, a piezoelectric element is included in
the pressure sensitive member wherein when pressure
is applied to the pressure sensitive member there is a
change in potential between the opposite sides of the
piezoelectric element.
[0009] In another aspect of the present invention, the
triggering system includes a stroke control features
wherein a user may assign different actions or outputs
based on the amount of force required to activate the
trigger. The stroke control features may be implemented
using several pressure sensitive members along the PCB
in the trigger assembly.
[0010] These and other embodiments of the invention
will become apparent with regard to the following descrip-
tion, appended claims, and accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] Embodiments of the invention are illustrated by
way of example and not limited in the accompanying fig-
ures in which like reference numerals indicate similar el-
ements and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary scan-
ner terminal with an exemplary trigger assembly in
accordance with embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 2 is an illustration of an exemplary scanner ter-
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minal without the exemplary trigger assembly in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 3A and 3B are a perspective diagram illustrating
the exemplary trigger assembly in accordance with
embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 4A and 4B are a cross-section and side-view
illustration of the exemplary trigger assembly in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 5A and 5B are a cross-section illustration of the
exemplary trigger assembly in accordance with em-
bodiments of the invention;
FIG. 6A and 6B are a perspective illustration of a
cradle and printed circuit board of the trigger assem-
bly in accordance with embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 7A and 7B are a perspective illustration of the
rigid and elastic parts of the trigger assembly in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the invention; and
FIG. 8A and 8B are a perspective diagram illustrating
the alternative exemplary trigger assemblies in ac-
cordance with embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] The subject matter of the embodiments of the
invention is described with specificity herein to meet stat-
utory requirements. However, the description itself is not
intended to limit the scope of this patent. Rather, the in-
ventors have contemplated that the claimed subject mat-
ter might also be embodied in other ways, to include dif-
ferent steps or combinations of steps similar to the ones
described in this document, in conjunction with other
present or future technologies. Moreover, although the
terms "step" and/or "block" may be used herein to con-
note different elements of methods employed, the terms
should not be interpreted as implying any particular order
among or between various steps herein disclosed unless
and except when the order of individual steps is explicitly
described.
[0013] The embodiments of the scanner and trigger
systems are provided to reduce manufacturing costs and
improve trigger operations. A modular trigger is provided
for connection with a mainboard (e.g. scanner). The mod-
ular trigger includes an elastic part and a rigid part that
are manufactured from the same material (e.g. a plastic
composite) and form a continuous piece. In some em-
bodiments, the elastic part and rigid part are manufac-
tured from different materials. For instance, the elastic
part may be manufactured from plastic and the rigid part
may be manufactured from steel.
[0014] The modular trigger includes a printed circuit
board (PCB) that contains one or more switches. The
PCB may be a structural mechanical component where
electronic components, including switches, are mounted.
The switches may cause the mainboard to generate a
signal for a scan line that processes an object’s dimen-
sions, barcode, or other identifying information or activate
a specific function on the scanner. The PCB and switch
may be housed in one of the two parts (e.g. rigid or elastic)

of the modular trigger.
[0015] The switch of the PCB may be activated in re-
sponse to contact received from the trigger’s elastic part.
In one embodiment, the elastic part may include a fin-
shaped member that connects with the switch. In re-
sponse to a user squeezing the trigger, the fin-shaped
member meets the surface of the switch and causes the
motherboard of the scanner to activate one or more scan
lines. Accordingly, the modular trigger simplifies and re-
duces assembly operations for the scanner, increases
the scanner activation precision by providing improved
stroke control; reduces the overall size of the trigger, and
reduces the number of components and associated pro-
duction, manufacturing, and assembly costs and times.
The modular trigger also simplifies the management of
the spare parts and the repair operations for the scanner.
[0016] Importantly, the modular trigger may be de-
tached and replaced without any impact on other com-
ponents of the scanner, in certain embodiments of the
invention. The removal of the trigger assembly would not
change the functionality of components like the mother-
board, handle, etc. In other words, if the switch, pins,
PCB or flexible printed circuit FPC break or fail, only the
modular trigger assembly would be replaced to restore
complete functionality to the scanner.
[0017] Throughout this patent, several acronyms and
shorthand notations are used to aid the understanding
of certain concepts pertaining to the associated system
and services. These acronyms and shorthand notations
are intended to help provide an easy methodology of
communicating the ideas expressed herein and are not
meant to limit the scope of the embodiments of the in-
vention. The following is a list of these acronyms:

CPU Central Processing Unit
EAS Electronic Article Surveillance
E-ISBN Electronic International Standard Book

Number
FPC Flexible Printed Circuit
ISBN International Standard Book Number
PCB Printed Circuit Board
RAM Random Access Memory
RFID Radio Frequency Identification
ROM Read-only Memory
SSCC Serial Shipping Container Code
UPC Universal Product Code

[0018] A scanner may include a motherboard housed
in an enclosure. The motherboard (e.g. CPU) may in-
clude one or more CPUs that trigger scan lines that proc-
ess items that include barcode and other tracking infor-
mation (e.g., EAS, SSCC, ISBN, E-ISBN, or UPC). A
modular trigger is attachable to the motherboard and may
be removed from the housing by loosening one or more
fastening elements.
[0019] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram 100 of an exem-
plary scanner terminal 120 with an exemplary trigger as-
sembly 110 in accordance with embodiments of the in-
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vention.
[0020] The modular trigger assembly 110, in one em-
bodiment, is a control element of the scanner terminal
120. For instance, the modular assembly 110 may be
used to control when scan lines are generated by the
scanner terminal 120. The modular trigger assembly 110
is secured to the scanner terminal 120 via a cradle 111.
The cradle 111 sits on a segment of the scanner terminal
120 having a tunnel that receives a fastening member
113 (e.g., screw). The cradle 111 may also support a
PCB 112 that is part of the trigger assembly 110. In some
embodiments, the PCB 112 may include switch 112A
(not shown) and PCB pads 112B that connect with the
pins of a motherboard for a scanner. The PCB pads 112B
may be apertures that receive the pins of the mother-
board. In certain embodiments, upon removing the mod-
ular trigger assembly 110, a new modular trigger assem-
bly 110 may be installed in the scanner terminal 120.
Alternatively, the removed modular trigger assembly 110
may be reused in a newer scanner terminal 120 or a
different model scanner terminal 120 that is configured
to receive the modular trigger assembly 110.
[0021] In some embodiments, the trigger assembly
may be removed from the scanner terminal. The scanner
terminal may include a tunnel that receives a fastening
element that secures the trigger assembly to the scanner
terminal. Additionally, the scanner terminal may also pro-
vide a resting arm that allows for alignment of the trigger
assembly.
[0022] FIG. 2 is an illustration of an exemplary scanner
terminal 120 without the exemplary trigger assembly 110
in accordance with embodiments of the invention. The
scanner terminal 120 includes a tunnel 121, resting arm
122, and orifice 123.
[0023] The tunnel 121, in one embodiment, is a cylin-
drical aperture that receives a fastening member (e.g.,
screw or bolt) to secure the modular trigger assembly.
The tunnel 121 may be positioned on two sides of the
scanner terminal 120. In turn, the tunnel 121 receives
the fastening elements to attach the modular trigger as-
sembly to the scanner terminal 120.
[0024] The resting arm 122, in certain embodiments,
is a U-shaped member that aligns the modular trigger
assembly during installation. The resting arm 122 may
be positioned on two sides of the scanner terminal 120.
As the trigger assembly is installed in the scanner termi-
nal 120, the resting arm 122 provides alignment and sup-
port, which assists as the fastening elements are secured
to the tunnel 121.
[0025] The trigger assembly connects to the mother-
board via connector pins. The connector pins provide an
interface between the motherboard and the PCB of the
trigger assembly. When the trigger assembly is activated
by a user, an appropriate signal is transmitted to the
motherboard to generate the scan lines.
[0026] FIGs. 3A and 3B are perspective diagrams 300
illustrating the exemplary trigger assembly 110 in accord-
ance with embodiments of the invention. The trigger as-

sembly 110 includes a cradle 111, a PCB 112, PCB pads
112a, and a shaft 320 as illustrated in FIG. 3A. Alterna-
tively, the trigger assembly 110 includes cradle 111 and
a PCB 112 with a cable that replaces the FPC, connector
pins 310, and a shaft 320 as illustrated in FIG 3B.
[0027] The cradle 111 supports the PCB 112, in at least
one embodiment. The cradle 111 is positioned to engage
the shaft 320. The cradle 111, in one embodiment, in-
cludes apertures that are aligned with the tunnels in the
scanner terminal. To secure the trigger assembly 110
and the scanner terminal, the fastening member travers-
es the apertures in the cradle 111 and the tunnels in the
scanner terminal. Accordingly, the cradle 111 keep the
PCB pads 112B of aligned with the pogo pins of the moth-
erboard.
[0028] In other embodiments, the cradle 111 may be
optional. For instance, if the PCB includes a cable con-
nection to the motherboard, the cradle 111 may be un-
necessary. When trigger assembly 110 includes pins
310, the PCB 112 may be a single rigid PCB containing
the switch 112A. As a consequence, the alignment func-
tion provided by the cradle 111 is necessary to properly
interface with the motherboard. The cable of the PCB
112 may include the connector 310 that secure to the
motherboard.
[0029] The PCB 112, in most embodiments, is a rigid
and flexible unit. The PCB 112 is housed in the trigger
assembly 110. An upper portion of the PCB 112 is posi-
tioned within the cradle 111. A lower portion of the PCB
112 is housed within a cavity of the modular trigger as-
sembly 110. The lower portion of the PCB 112 may in-
clude a switch 112a. The switch 112A may be activated
when the trigger apparatus is pulled or squeezed by a
user. In turn, the signals from the switch 112A are trans-
mitted through the PCB 112 and to the motherboard via
the PCB pads 112B or the connector pins 310. In certain
embodiments, the PCB 112 is a passive mechanical
structure that is rigid and flexible. The PCB 112 enables
transfer of electric signals generated by the switch 112A
to the motherboard, where all the operations of the scan-
ner are executed. In other embodiments, the PCB 112
may provide dynamic programming capabilities. The pro-
gramming capabilities may include functionality that may
alter the scan lines size, color, intensity, etc.
[0030] As illustrated in FIG 3A and 3B, the connection
between the trigger assembly 110 and the motherboard
may be made with pogo pins in at least two configura-
tions. In a first configuration, PCB pads 112B are posi-
tioned on the PCB 112 to receive the pogo pins of the
motherboard. In a second configuration, the connection
pins 310 are position on the PCB 112 to mate with pads
on the mainboard. The connection pins 310, in one em-
bodiment, may be soldered to the PCB 112.
[0031] The switch 112A, in some embodiment, may be
selected from any of the following pressure sensitive
components: a piezoceramic element, dielectric materi-
al, or a capacitor having capacitance that is variable as
a function of pressure applied, or any other pressure
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sensing element.
[0032] The trigger assembly 110 may include a me-
chanical actuator that engages the switch. In one em-
bodiment, the mechanical actuator is a member shaped
to accommodate a user’s finger. The mechanical actua-
tor may contact the switch 112A to generate an electrical
signal in the PCB 112 of the trigger assembly 110. The
contact may occur in response to pressure applied to the
trigger assembly 110. The mechanical actuator connects
with the switch in the most suitable area and maintains
this "action area" during the whole stroke of the trigger
assembly 110. The shape of mechanical actuator may
vary from square, triangular, fin-shaped, circle to any oth-
er suitable form that will apply a force to switch when
pressure is applied to the trigger assembly 110.
[0033] FIGs. 4A and 4B are a side-view illustration 400
of the exemplary trigger assembly 110 in accordance with
embodiments of the invention. The trigger assembly 110
may include a mechanical actuator 410.
[0034] In one embodiment, the mechanical actuator
410 is positioned opposite from the switch 112A. The
mechanical actuator 410 may be part of the elastic part
of the trigger assembly 110, in at least one embodiment.
In response to pressure applied to the elastic part, the
mechanical actuator 410 interacts with the switch 112A,
which transmits the signal to the contact pins 310 for
relay to the motherboard of the scanner terminal.
[0035] The trigger assembly may include a plastic part
and a metal part, in at least one embodiment. The plastic
part may be joined to the metal part to form the trigger
assembly. In some embodiments, the plastic part may
be preloaded to provide additional sensitivity when pres-
sure is applied to the trigger assembly.
[0036] FIGs. 5A and 5B are a cross-section illustration
500 of the exemplary trigger assembly 110 in accordance
with embodiments of the invention. The trigger assembly
110 includes a cradle 111, PCB 112, and mechanical
actuator 410. The trigger assembly 110, in one embod-
iment, may include a plastic part and a metal part.
[0037] The trigger assembly 110 stores a segment of
the PCB 112 and switch 112A in a container. The con-
tainer may be shaped to receive a finger that applies
force to the trigger assembly. In at least one embodiment,
the container stores the switch 112A and may be a ser-
pentine-shaped metal part of the trigger assembly 110.
The other segment of the PCB 112 is seated in the cradle
111. In the elastic part of the trigger assembly 110, the
mechanical actuator 410 is positioned to contact the
switch 112a in response to an appropriate level of pres-
sure.
[0038] In one embodiment, the cradle and PCB may
be removed from the trigger assembly. For instance, the
PCB may need updating to provide additional stroke
functionality. The PCB may be need repositioning in the
cradle depending on the type of adhesive used to secure
it to the PCB.
[0039] FIG. 6A and 6B are a perspective illustration
600 of the cradle 111 and printed circuit board 112 of the

trigger assembly in accordance with embodiments of the
invention. The cradle 111 provides a cavity 610 that re-
ceives the PCB 112. The cavity 610 may include an ad-
hesive material that secures the PCB 112 to the cradle
111. The cradle 111 also includes an alignment member
620 that is n-shaped. The alignment member 620 may
be used to align the cradle 111 with the scanner terminal
and to guide and secure the shaft 320 during rotation
around the resting arm 122.
[0040] The PCB 112 may include at least one switch.
For instance, to add additional scan line functionality, the
PCB 112 may include additional switches 112a. The ad-
ditional switches 112a may trigger multiple functions on
the motherboard of the scanner terminal 120. The mul-
tiple functions may include narrow scans, wide scans,
long scans, short scans, etc.
[0041] The trigger assembly shell without the cradle
and PCB may be fabricated from the same material, in
certain embodiments. The material may be produced
with different elasticity. The assembly shell may be pro-
duced with different materials having different elasticity.
For instance, one segment of the trigger assembly may
be rigid while another segment of the trigger assembly
is elastic. The fin-shaped member that activates the
switch may be fabricated as an integral piece of the elas-
tic part of the trigger assembly.
[0042] FIG. 7A and 7B are a perspective illustration
700 of the rigid and elastic parts of the trigger assembly
110 in accordance with embodiments of the invention.
The trigger assembly 110 may include the mechanical
actuator 410 and hook 710. The fin-shaped member 410
may be fabricated from the same material used to make
the elastic part of the trigger assembly 110. The hook
710 secures the PCB when it is installed in the housing
of the trigger assembly 110. The trigger assembly 110
may include a shaft 320 that is an integral part of the
trigger assembly 110. The shaft 320 may allow the cradle
and scanner terminal to align during installation and fas-
tening.
[0043] FIG. 8A and 8B are perspective diagrams illus-
trating the alternative exemplary trigger assemblies in
accordance with embodiments of the invention. The trig-
ger assembly 110 includes a cradle 111, a PCB 112,
PCB pads 112a, FPC 113 and a shaft 320 as illustrated
in FIG. 3A. The FPC 113 connects the PCB 113 to PCB
pads 112a. Alternatively, the trigger assembly 110 in-
cludes hook 710 that secures the PCB when it is installed
in the housing of the trigger assembly 110 and a PCB
112 with a cable 810 that replaces the FPC 113, pins
310, and a shaft 320 as illustrated in FIG 3B. The cable
810 connects the PCB 112 to a connector 811.
[0044] In summary, embodiments of the invention pro-
vide a full functionality modular trigger. The different mod-
ular triggers may vary according to needs of the applica-
tion for the scanner terminal. For example, the modular
trigger may be replaced to accommodate the following:
spring force, spring stroke, number of switches, trigger
type (e.g. for dust or waterproof environments), trigger
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color, and any other customization requested for the ap-
plication. Accordingly, the same trigger assembly may
be compatible and mounted on different scanner termi-
nals.
[0045] The printed circuit board can be mounted on
the modular trigger assembly by fasteners, which include
but are not limited to, screws, adhesive tapes, or snaps.
The choice of the mounting method depends on several
factors including: the designer’s needs, cost, and market
and environmental requirements. In some embodiments,
the printed circuit board may be connected to the main-
board of the device by connectors that include any of the
following: wires, flexible circuits, pogo pins, or spring con-
tacts.
[0046] One of ordinary skill in the art understands that
the shape of the trigger assembly and of the elastic part
of the trigger may be changed, as long as the trigger
assembly functionalities are guaranteed. Additionally, in
other embodiments, several switches may be included
in the trigger assembly to detect short or long strokes.
[0047] The trigger assembly in some embodiments
may meet at least one standard for waterproof and dust-
proof (e.g. IP40). In one embodiment, the trigger assem-
bly consists of at least the following parts: 1) rigid part
(e.g. surface for the pressure of the trigger), elastic part,
pin for the rotation and snaps for the PCB locking; 2) bus:
two rigid PCBs, and a flexible circuit. One rigid PCB con-
tains the switch and the second rigid PCB contains the
pogo pins pads for the connection to the motherboard;
3) Cradle: two holes for the screws, seats for the rota-
tional pin and housing for the PCB. In some embodi-
ments, the cradle is an optional component as explained
above. For instance, if the PCB includes a cable connec-
tion to the mother board, the cradle may be unnecessary.
[0048] The rigid part of the trigger assembly contains
the switch and is easily mounted to the trigger assembly.
For instance, hooks or snaps may be used to secure the
rigid PCBs and the flexible circuit in the trigger assembly.
The rigid PCB, in certain embodiment, may also be at-
tached by adhesive to the cradle. Once the trigger as-
sembly is installed in a handle or other designated loca-
tion of the scanner terminal, the cradle is fastened to the
housing and the trigger assembly apparatus is complete-
ly mounted. In some other embodiments, the cradle may
be manufactured as integral part of the trigger assembly.
[0049] The embodiments described above are de-
scribed with respect to a trigger button on a handle on a
scanner terminal. It should be recognized that the trigger
assembly may be located on other areas of the scanner
terminal. For instance, the trigger assembly could be lo-
cated on the side or face of the scanner terminal.
[0050] The herein described embodiments of the
present invention are intended to provide the preferred
embodiments of the present inventions currently contem-
plated by the applicant. It would be obvious to one of skill
in the relevant art, based on the herein described exam-
ples that numerous modifications could be made to the
described preferred embodiments without straying from

the present invention. Accordingly, the herein described
embodiments are merely exemplary in nature and are
not intended to represent every possible embodiment of
the present invention.
[0051] Embodiments of the invention may be de-
scribed in the general context of computer code or ma-
chine-useable instructions, including computer-executa-
ble instructions such as program modules, being execut-
ed by a computer or other machine, such as a personal
data assistant, scanners, or other handheld device. Gen-
erally, program modules including routines, programs,
objects, components, data structures, etc., refer to code
that performs particular tasks or implements particular
abstract data types. Embodiments of the invention may
be practiced in a variety of system configurations, includ-
ing handheld devices, consumer electronics, general-
pmpose computers, more specialty computing devices,
etc. Embodiments of the invention may also be practiced
in distributed computing environments where tasks are
performed by remote-processing devices that are linked
through a communications network.
[0052] The scanner device includes a bus that directly
or indirectly couples the following devices: memory, one
or more processors, one or more presentation compo-
nents, input/output (I/O) ports, I/O components, and an
illustrative power supply. The bus represents what may
be one or more busses (such as an address bus, data
bus, or combination thereof).
[0053] Scanning devices include one or more proces-
sors that read data from various entities such as memory
or I/O components. Presentation component(s) present
data indications to a user or other device. Exemplary
presentation components include a display device,
speaker, printing component, vibrating component, etc.
The I/O ports allow computing device to be logically cou-
pled to other devices including the I/O components, some
of which may be built in. Illustrative components include
a microphone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner,
printer, wireless device, etc.
[0054] Embodiments of the invention include a trigger
assembly. The trigger assembly includes a first part that
is rigid and that stores a pressure sensitive switch; and
a second part that is elastic and that contacts the pres-
sure sensitive switch in response to a level of pressure
applied to the trigger assembly, wherein the first part and
second part form a continuous piece. The trigger assem-
bly may provide one or more functions of a scanner ter-
minal that are activated in response to the level of pres-
sure applied.
[0055] In some embodiments, the trigger assembly in-
cludes a mechanical actuator that is included in the sec-
ond part. The second part may be preloaded to provide
increased sensitivity to pressure from a user of the scan-
ner terminal. Additionally, the trigger assembly compris-
es a printed circuit board that connects to the pressure
sensitive switch. The printed circuit board provides con-
nectors that interface with the scanner terminal. Moreo-
ver, the printed circuit board includes a rigid portion and
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a flexible portion. In certain embodiments, the trigger as-
sembly may include a cradle that secures the printed
circuit board to a scanner terminal. The cradle may en-
sure that the trigger assembly is properly aligned in the
scanner terminal. Accordingly, the components to the
trigger assembly may be replaced without impacting the
functionality of a motherboard or handle of the scanner
terminal.
[0056] In another embodiment, a scanner terminal may
include an attachable trigger assembly. The scanner ter-
minal includes an orifice to receive the trigger assembly.
As explained above, the trigger assembly includes: a rigid
first part that stores a pressure sensitive switch and a
printed circuit board, and an elastic second part that con-
tacts the pressure sensitive switch in response to a level
of pressure applied to the trigger assembly, wherein the
first part and second part form a continuous piece. The
printed circuit board may include a rigid portion and a
flexible portion. The scanner terminal may provide a cra-
dle ensures that the trigger assembly is properly aligned
in the scanner terminal. Also, the cradle ensures that the
trigger assembly is detachable and may be replaced with
a new trigger assembly. In certain embodiments, the trig-
ger assembly may include replaceable components.
[0057] While the embodiments of the invention are sus-
ceptible to various modifications and alternative con-
structions, certain illustrated embodiments thereof are
shown in the drawings and have been described above
in detail. It should be understood, however, that there is
no intention to limit the invention to the specific forms
disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover
all modifications, alternative constructions, and equiva-
lents falling within the spirit and scope of the embodi-
ments of the invention.
[0058] The embodiments of the invention have been
described in relation to a particular exemplary conveyor
system and scanner, which are intended in all respects
to be illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative em-
bodiments will become apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art to which the invention pertains without departing
from its scope.

Claims

1. A trigger assembly, the trigger assembly comprising:

a first part that is rigid and that stores a pressure
sensitive switch; and
a second part that is elastic and that contacts
the pressure sensitive switch in response to a
level of pressure applied to the trigger assembly,
wherein the first part and second part form a
continuous piece.

2. The trigger assembly of claim 1, wherein one or more
functions of a scanner terminal are activated in re-
sponse to the level of pressure applied.

3. The trigger assembly of claim 1 or 2, further com-
prising a mechanical actuator that is included in the
second part.

4. The trigger assembly of claim 3, wherein the second
part is preloaded to provide increased sensitivity to
pressure.

5. The trigger assembly of anyone of the previous
claims, further comprising a printed circuit board that
connects to the pressure sensitive switch.

6. The trigger assembly of claim 5 when depending on
claim 2, further comprising a cradle that secures the
printed circuit board to the scanner terminal.

7. The trigger assembly of claim 6, wherein the cradle
ensures that the trigger assembly is properly aligned
in the scanner terminal.

8. The trigger assembly of anyone of claims 5 to 7,
wherein the printed circuit board includes connectors
that interface with the scanner terminal.

9. The trigger assembly of anyone of claims 5 to 8,
wherein the printed circuit board includes a rigid por-
tion and a flexible portion.

10. The trigger assembly of anyone of the previous
claims, wherein the components to the trigger as-
sembly may be replaced without impacting the func-
tionality of a motherboard or handle of a scanner
terminal.

11. A scanner terminal with an attachable trigger assem-
bly, the scanner terminal comprising:

an orifice to receive the trigger assembly, where-
in the trigger assembly includes:

a rigid first part that stores a pressure sen-
sitive switch and a printed circuit board, and
an elastic second part that contacts the
pressure sensitive switch in response to a
level of pressure applied to the trigger as-
sembly, wherein the first part and second
part form a continuous piece.

12. The scanner terminal of claim 11, wherein the printed
circuit board includes a rigid portion and a flexible
portion.

13. The scanner terminal of claim 11 or 12, wherein a
cradle ensures that the trigger assembly is properly
aligned in the scanner terminal.

14. The scanner terminal of anyone of claims 11 to 13,
wherein a cradle ensures that the trigger assembly

11 12 
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is detachable and may be replaced with a new trigger
assembly.

15. The scanner terminal of anyone of claims 11 to 14,
wherein the trigger assembly includes replaceable
components.
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