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(54) A DEVICE AND A METHOD FOR CONTROLLING AN ELECTROMECHANICAL POWER 
TRANSMISSION CHAIN

(57) An electromechanical power transmission chain
comprises an electric machine (110) mechanically con-
nectable to a combustion engine (111) and to one or more
actuators (114) to be driven, an energy-storage (118) for
storing electric energy, converter equipment (115) for
driving the electric machine in a torque controlled mode
when transferring electric energy between the electric
machine and the energy-storage, and a device (101) for
producing a torque reference for the electric machine.
The device produces a control value based on electric
energy stored by the energy-storage so that the control
value is a decreasing function of the stored electric en-
ergy, and produces the torque reference based on a dif-
ference between the control value and a control signal
indicative of torque produced by the combustion engine.
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Description

Field of the disclosure

[0001] The disclosure relates to a device for controlling
an electromechanical power transmission chain. Further-
more, the disclosure relates to a method and to a com-
puter program for controlling an electromechanical pow-
er transmission chain.

Background

[0002] In many cases, an electromechanical power
transmission chain is a parallel power transmission chain
where an electric machine is mechanically connected to
a combustion engine and also to one or more actuators
to be driven. An actuator can be for example a wheel, a
chain track, a hydraulic pump, or another device to be
driven with mechanical power. The electromechanical
power transmission chain comprises an energy-storage
for storing electric energy and converter equipment for
transferring electric energy between the energy-storage
and the electric machine. The electric machine operates
sometimes as a generator which charges the energy-
storage, and sometimes as an electric motor which re-
ceives electric energy from the energy-storage and as-
sists the combustion engine when high mechanical out-
put power is needed.
[0003] An inherent challenge related to parallel power
transmission chains of the kind described above is the
need to control the combustion engine and the electric
machine so that mechanical load constituted by one or
more actuators being driven is shared dynamically in an
appropriate way between the combustion engine and the
electric machine. Different approaches for mechanical
load sharing have been studied and published. For ex-
ample, the publication Fu, Z., Gao, A., Wang, X., and
Song, X.: Torque Split Strategy for Parallel Hybrid Elec-
tric Vehicles with an Integrated Starter Generator, Dis-
crete Dynamics in Nature and Society Volume 2014, Ar-
ticle ID 793864, describes mechanical load sharing im-
plemented with a fuzzy logic controller. The fuzzy logic
controller uses the torque of a combustion engine, the
state of charge of an energy-storage, and the rotational
speed of the combustion engine as input quantities, and
determines torque sharing between the combustion en-
gine and the electric machine in accordance with pre-
determined fuzzy logic rules. The approach based on
fuzzy logic is however quite complex. Furthermore, find-
ing a suitable set of fuzzy logic rules may require a sig-
nificant amount of effort and experiments.

Summary

[0004] The following presents a simplified summary in
order to provide a basic understanding of some aspects
of various invention embodiments. The summary is not
an extensive overview of the invention. It is neither in-

tended to identify key or critical elements of the invention
nor to delineate the scope of the invention. The following
summary merely presents some concepts of the inven-
tion in a simplified form as a prelude to a more detailed
description of exemplifying embodiments of the inven-
tion.
[0005] In accordance with the invention, there is pro-
vided a new device for controlling an electromechanical
power transmission chain that is a parallel power trans-
mission chain where an electric machine is mechanically
connected to a combustion engine and to one or more
actuators to be driven.
[0006] A device according to the invention comprises:

- a first input interface for receiving a first control signal
indicative of torque produced by the combustion en-
gine,

- a second input interface for receiving a second con-
trol signal indicative of electric energy stored by an
energy-storage of the electromechanical power
transmission chain, and

- a regulator element for producing a control value
based on the second control signal so that the control
value is a decreasing function of the stored electric
energy, and for producing a torque reference for the
electric machine based on a difference between the
first control signal and the control value.

[0007] In mechanical load sharing between the com-
bustion engine and the electric machine, the state of
charge of the energy-storage is taken into account be-
cause the above-mentioned control value is a decreasing
function of the stored electric energy. The decreasing
function and the production of the torque reference can
be designed so that the electric machine acts as an elec-
tric motor and reduces the load of the combustion engine
if a) there is a sufficient amount of electric energy avail-
able in the energy-storage and if b) the power of the com-
bustion engine were otherwise above a power level pro-
viding an optimal efficiency at the prevailing rotational
speed and, on the other hand, the electric machine acts
as a generator and increases the load of the combustion
engine if c) the energy-storage is capable of receiving
electric energy and if d) the power of the combustion
engine were otherwise below the power level providing
the optimal efficiency at the prevailing rotational speed.
Thus, the electric machine can be controlled so that the
operating point of the combustion engine is, at each ro-
tational speed, at or at least closer to the optimal opera-
tion point related to the prevailing rotational speed. A
description of the operation in different exemplifying sit-
uations will be presented in conjunction with exemplifying
and non-limiting embodiments of the invention.
[0008] In accordance with the invention there is pro-
vided also a new electromechanical power transmission
chain that comprises:
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- an electric machine mechanically connectable to a
combustion engine and to one or more actuators to
be driven with the electromechanical power trans-
mission chain,

- an energy-storage for storing electric energy,

- converter equipment for transferring electric energy
between the electric machine and the energy-stor-
age, the converter equipment being configured to
drive the electric machine in a torque controlled
mode, and

- a device according to the invention for producing a
torque reference of the electric machine.

[0009] In accordance with the invention there is pro-
vided also a new method for controlling an electrome-
chanical power transmission chain that is a parallel power
transmission chain where an electric machine is mechan-
ically connected to a combustion engine and to one or
more actuators to be driven.
[0010] A method according to the invention comprises:

- producing a control value based on electric energy
stored by an energy-storage of the electromechan-
ical power transmission chain so that the control val-
ue is a decreasing function of the stored electric en-
ergy, and

- producing a torque reference of the electric machine
based on a difference between a control signal and
the control value, the control signal being indicative
of torque produced by the combustion engine.

[0011] In accordance with the invention there is pro-
vided also a new computer program for controlling an
electromechanical power transmission chain that is a
parallel power transmission chain where an electric ma-
chine is mechanically connected to a combustion engine
and to one or more actuators to be driven.
[0012] A computer program according to the invention
comprises computer executable instructions for control-
ling a programmable processor to:

- produce a control value based on electric energy
stored by an energy-storage of the electromechan-
ical power transmission chain so that the control val-
ue is a decreasing function of the stored electric en-
ergy, and

- produce a torque reference of the electric machine
based on a difference between a control signal and
the control value, the control signal being indicative
of torque produced by the combustion engine.

[0013] A computer program product according to the
invention comprises a non-volatile computer readable

medium, e.g. a compact disc "CD", encoded with a com-
puter program according to the invention.
[0014] A number of exemplifying and non-limiting em-
bodiments of the invention are described in accompanied
dependent claims.
[0015] Various exemplifying and non-limiting embodi-
ments of the invention both as to constructions and to
methods of operation, together with additional objects
and advantages thereof, will be best understood from the
following description of specific exemplifying and non-
limiting embodiments when read in connection with the
accompanying drawings.
[0016] The verbs "to comprise" and "to include" are
used in this document as open limitations that neither
exclude nor require the existence of un-recited features.
The features recited in dependent claims are mutually
freely combinable unless otherwise explicitly stated. Fur-
thermore, it is to be understood that the use of "a" or "an",
i.e. a singular form, throughout this document does not
exclude a plurality.

Brief description of the figures

[0017] Exemplifying and non-limiting embodiments of
the invention and their advantages are explained in great-
er detail below in the sense of examples and with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

figure 1 shows a schematic illustration of an electro-
mechanical power transmission chain according to
an exemplifying and non-limiting embodiment of the
invention, and

figure 2 shows a flowchart of a method according to
an exemplifying and non-limiting embodiment of the
invention for controlling an electromechanical power
transmission chain.

Description of the exemplifying embodiments

[0018] The specific examples provided in the descrip-
tion given below should not be construed as limiting the
scope and/or the applicability of the appended claims.
Lists and groups of examples provided in the description
given below are not exhaustive unless otherwise explic-
itly stated.
[0019] Figure 1 shows a schematic illustration of an
electromechanical power transmission chain that com-
prises a device 101 according to an exemplifying and
non-limiting embodiment of the invention. The electro-
mechanical power transmission chain comprises an
electric machine 110 that is mechanically connected to
a combustion engine 111 and to an actuator 114. The
electric machine 110 operates sometimes as a generator
which produces electric energy, and sometimes as an
electric motor which consumes electric energy and as-
sists the combustion engine 111 when high mechanical
output power is needed. In this exemplifying case, the
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actuator 111 comprises wheels of e.g. a vehicle or a mo-
bile working machine. The actuator could as well com-
prise for example one or more chain tracks, one or more
hydraulic pumps, and/or one or more other devices to be
driven with mechanical power.
[0020] The electromechanical power transmission
chain comprises an energy-storage 118 for storing elec-
tric energy. The energy-storage 118 may comprise for
example one or more electric double-layer capacitors
"EDLC". In many contexts, an electric double-layer ca-
pacitor is called a "super capacitor". The electromechan-
ical power transmission chain comprises converter
equipment 115 for transferring electric energy between
the electric machine 110 and the energy-storage 118.
The converter equipment 115 is configured to drive the
electric machine 110 in a torque controlled mode. The
electric machine 110 can be for example an electrically
excited synchronous machine, a permanent magnet syn-
chronous machine, an asynchronous machine, or a re-
luctance machine. The electric machine 110 can be an
asynchronous machine or a reluctance machine in cases
where the converter equipment 115 is capable of sup-
plying reactive power to the electric machine 110, or there
are other means for supplying reactive power to the elec-
tric machine 110. It is also possible that an electrome-
chanical power transmission chain according to an ex-
emplifying and non-limiting embodiment of the invention
comprises a direct current "DC" machine. The electro-
mechanical power transmission chain may further com-
prise a battery element 121 and a direct voltage converter
122 for charging and discharging the battery element
121.
[0021] In the exemplifying electromechanical power
transmission chain illustrated in figure 1, the converter
equipment 115 comprises a capacitive circuit 117 and a
converter stage 116 for transferring electric energy from
the electric machine 110 to the capacitive circuit 117
when the electric machine 110 acts as a generator and
for transferring electric energy from the capacitive circuit
117 to the electric machine 110 when the electric ma-
chine 110 acts an electric motor. The converter stage
116 can be for example a pulse width modulation "PWM"
converter stage. The converter equipment 115 compris-
es a direct voltage converter 119 for transferring electric
energy between the capacitive circuit 117 and the ener-
gy-storage 118 so as to keep the direct voltage UDC1 of
the capacitive circuit 117 in a predetermined voltage
range. The converter equipment 115 may comprise for
example a proportional and integrative "PI" controller 120
which receives a measured value of the direct voltage
UDC1 and which tries to keep the direct voltage UDC1 at
its reference value UDC1 REF by controlling the operation
of the direct voltage converter 119. The converter stage
116 can be configured to provide over-voltage protection
so that the converter stage 116 is configured to reduce
electric power produced by the electric machine 110 in
response to a situation in which the direct voltage UDC1
exceeds a predetermined over-voltage limit. Further-

more, the converter stage 116 can be configured to pro-
vide under-voltage protection so that the converter stage
116 is configured to reduce electric power supplied to
the electric machine 110 in response to a situation in
which the direct voltage UDC1 falls below a predetermined
under-voltage limit.
[0022] The direct voltage converter 119 is a bidirec-
tional converter capable of transferring electric energy to
and from the energy-storage 118. In cases where the
direct voltage UDC1 of the capacitive circuit 117 is higher
than the direct voltage UDC2 of the energy-storage 118,
the direct voltage converter 119 can be implemented for
example with one or more inverter branches of an inverter
bridge and with one or more inductor coils so that the
direct voltage poles of each inverter branch are connect-
ed to the capacitive circuit 117, the alternating voltage
pole of each inverter branch is connected via an inductor
coil to the positive pole of the energy-storage 118, and
the negative pole of the energy-storage 118 is connected
to the negative direct voltage pole of each inverter
branch. It is to be however noted that the direct voltage
converter 119 can be implemented in many different
ways.
[0023] In the exemplifying electromechanical power
transmission chain illustrated in figure 1, the combustion
engine 111 is controlled by an externally given power
control signal. In this exemplifying case, an engine con-
troller 112 controls the combustion engine 111 based on
the power control signal and measured rotational speed
ω of the combustion engine 111. The rotational speed ω
is measured with a rotational speed sensor 113. The en-
gine controller 112 may determine for example the fuel
and air supply of the combustion engine 111 in accord-
ance with the power control signal and the rotational
speed ω. The engine controller 112 produces a first con-
trol signal Torque_CE that is indicative of torque pro-
duced by the combustion engine 111. The control signal
Torque_CE can be produced for example with the aid of
a lookup table which returns the control signal
Torque_CE when the prevailing fuel and air supply and
the rotational speed ω are used as lookup keys. The
lookup table or data for constructing the lookup table is
typically provided by a manufacturer of the combustion
engine. The control signal Torque_CE can be for exam-
ple a relative value that expresses the torque of the com-
bustion engine 111 as a percentage of the maximum
torque that is achievable at the prevailing rotational
speed.
[0024] The device 101 comprises a first input interface
102 for receiving the above-mentioned control signal
Torque_CE that is indicative of the torque produced by
the combustion engine 111. The device 101 comprises
a second input interface 103 for receiving a second con-
trol signal E that is indicative of the electric energy stored
by the energy-storage 118. The control signal E can be
for example a measured value of the direct voltage UDC2
of the energy storage 118. For another example, the con-
trol signal E can be UDC2

2 which is directly proportional
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to the electric energy stored by the energy-storage 118.
The device 101 further comprises a regulator element
104 for producing a control value T based on the control
signal E so that the control value T is a decreasing func-
tion of the electric energy stored by the energy-storage
118. In this document, the definition for the decreasing
function is that the control value TEmin corresponding to
a minimum allowable amount of the stored electric ener-
gy is greater than the control value TEmax corresponding
to a maximum allowable amount of the stored electric
energy i.e. TEmin > TEmax, and the control value T de-
creases or remains constant when the stored electric en-
ergy increases. Thus, the control value T does not nec-
essarily need to be a strictly decreasing function of the
stored electric energy. The regulator element 104 pro-
duces a torque reference Ref_Torq for the electric ma-
chine 110 based on a difference Diff between the above-
mentioned control signal Torque_CE and the above-
mentioned control value T. In this exemplifying case, the
regulator element 104 comprises a functional block 107
for producing the control value T and a regulator 106 for
producing the torque reference Ref_Torq based on the
difference Diff. The functional block 107 can be for ex-
ample a lookup table which returns the control value T
when the control signal E is used as a lookup key. The
regulator 106 can be for example a proportional "P" reg-
ulator, a proportional and integrative "PI" regulator, or a
proportional, integrative, and derivative "PID" regulator.
[0025] For the sake of illustration, the operation of the
above-described electromechanical power transmission
chain is considered in exemplifying situations. For the
sake of simplicity, the regulator 106 is assumed to be a
proportional "P" regulator. First we assume that the com-
bustion engine 111 is controlled to produce high torque,
e.g. 80 % of the maximum torque, and the electric energy
stored by the energy-storage 118 is at a high level. There-
fore, the control signal Torque_CE is high and the control
value T is low. Thus, the torque reference Ref_Torq of
the electric machine 110 has a high positive value and,
as a corollary, the electric machine 110 acts as an electric
motor that assists the combustion engine 111. Next we
assume that the power control signal of the combustion
engine 111 is reduced and the electric energy stored by
the energy storage 118 does not have time to change
substantially. As a corollary, the control signal
Torque_CE gets smaller. Thus, the torque reference
Ref_Torq gets smaller too, and the operation of the elec-
tric machine 110 responds to the reduction of the power
control signal of the combustion engine 111. In a case
where the difference Diff remains positive, the operation
of the electric machine 110 responds to the reduction of
the power control signal so that the torque produced by
the electric machine 110 as an electric motor is reduced,
whereas in a case where the difference Diff gets negative,
the operation of the electric machine 110 responds to the
reduction of the power control signal so that the electric
machine 110 begins to act as a generator. Next we as-
sume that the power control signal of the combustion

engine 111 is increased and the electric energy stored
by the energy storage 118 does not have time to change
substantially. As a corollary, the control signal
Torque_CE gets greater. Thus, the torque reference
Ref_Torq gets greater too, and the operation of the elec-
tric machine 110 responds to the increase of the power
control signal of the combustion engine 111. For exam-
ple, in a case where the difference Diff was negative prior
to the increase of the power control signal and the differ-
ence Diff remains negative, the operation of the electric
machine 110 responds to the increase of the power con-
trol signal so that the torque produced by the electric
machine 110 as a generator is reduced. For another ex-
ample, in a case where the difference Diff was positive
prior to the increase of the power control signal, the op-
eration of the electric machine 110 responds to the in-
crease of the power control signal so that the torque pro-
duced by the electric machine 110 as an electric motor
is increased. For a further example, in a case where the
difference Diff was negative prior to the increase of the
power control signal and the difference Diff gets positive,
the operation of the electric machine 110 responds to the
increase of the power control signal so that the electric
machine 110 changes over from generator operation to
motor operation.
[0026] Next we assume that the power control signal
of the combustion engine 111 is kept constant and the
difference Diff is initially positive, i.e. the control value T
is initially less than the control signal Torque_CE. Thus,
the electric machine 110 acts as an electric motor that
assists the combustion engine 111 and thereby the elec-
tric machine 110 consumes electric energy stored by the
energy-storage 118. As the control value T is a decreas-
ing function of the stored electric energy, the control value
T increases and thereby the torque reference Ref_Torq
decreases when the stored electric energy is consumed.
As a corollary, the torque produced by the electric ma-
chine 110 as an electric motor decreases when the stored
electric energy is consumed. When the stored electric
energy has decreased so much that the control value T
reaches the value of the control signal Torque_CE, the
torque reference Ref_Torq gets zero and the electric ma-
chine 110 finishes consuming the stored electric energy.
The higher is the torque produced by the combustion
engine 111 i.e. the higher is the control signal
Torque_CE, the lower is the amount of the stored electric
energy at which the electric machine 110 finishes con-
suming the stored electric energy. The electric machine
110 starts to act as a generator that charges the energy-
storage 118, when the power control signal of the com-
bustion engine 111 is reduced and thereby the difference
Diff and the torque reference Ref_Torq get negative.
[0027] A device according to an exemplifying and non-
limiting embodiment of the invention further comprises a
third input interface 105 for receiving a third control signal
F. The regulator element 104 is configured to determine
the form of the above-mentioned decreasing function in
accordance with the third control signal F, and to change
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the form of the decreasing function in response to a
change of the third control signal F. In the exemplifying
case shown in figure 1, the decreasing function is ac-
cording to a fraction line 108 when the control signal F
has a first value, and the decreasing function is according
to a fraction line 109 when the control signal F has a
second value. The behavior of the electric machine 110
in response to changes of the power control signal of the
combustion engine 111 can be tuned by changing the
value of the control signal F.
[0028] The device 101 can be implemented with one
or more processor circuits, each of which can be a pro-
grammable processor circuit provided with appropriate
software, a dedicated hardware processor such as for
example an application specific integrated circuit "ASIC",
or a configurable hardware processor such as for exam-
ple a field programmable gate array "FPGA". Further-
more, the device 101 may comprise one or more memory
circuits each of which can be e.g. a random access mem-
ory circuit "RAM".
[0029] Figure 2 shows a flowchart of a method accord-
ing to an exemplifying and non-limiting embodiment of
the invention for controlling an electromechanical power
transmission chain that is a parallel power transmission
chain where an electric machine is mechanically con-
nected to a combustion engine and to one or more actu-
ators to be driven.
[0030] The method comprises the following actions:

- action 201: producing a control value based on elec-
tric energy stored by an energy-storage of the elec-
tromechanical power transmission chain so that the
control value is a decreasing function of the stored
electric energy, and

- action 202: producing a torque reference of the elec-
tric machine based on a difference between a control
signal and the control value, the control signal being
indicative of torque produced by the combustion en-
gine.

[0031] A method according to an exemplifying and
non-limiting embodiment of the invention further compris-
es determining the form of the decreasing function in ac-
cordance with another control signal and changing the
form of the decreasing function in response to a change
of the other control signal.
[0032] A computer program according to an exempli-
fying and non-limiting embodiment of the invention for
controlling an electromechanical power transmission
chain comprises computer executable instructions for
controlling a programmable processor to carry out a
method according to any of the above-described exem-
plifying and non-limiting embodiments of the invention.
[0033] A computer program according to an exempli-
fying and non-limiting embodiment of the invention com-
prises software modules for controlling an electrome-
chanical power transmission chain that is a parallel power
transmission chain where an electric machine is mechan-

ically connected to a combustion engine and to one or
more actuators to be driven.
[0034] The software modules comprise computer ex-
ecutable instructions for controlling a programmable
processor to:

- produce a control value based on electric energy
stored by an energy-storage of the electromechan-
ical power transmission chain so that the control val-
ue is a decreasing function of the stored electric en-
ergy, and

- produce a torque reference of the electric machine
based on a difference between a control signal and
the control value, the control signal being indicative
of torque produced by the combustion engine.

[0035] The software modules can be for example sub-
routines and/or functions generated with a suitable pro-
gramming language.
[0036] A computer program product according to an
exemplifying and non-limiting embodiment of the inven-
tion comprises a non-volatile computer readable medi-
um, e.g. a compact disc "CD", encoded with the above-
mentioned software modules.
[0037] A signal according to an exemplifying and non-
limiting embodiment of the invention is encoded to carry
information defining a computer program according to an
embodiment of the invention.
[0038] The specific examples provided in the descrip-
tion given above should not be construed as limiting the
applicability and/or the interpretation of the appended
claims. Lists and groups of examples provided in the de-
scription given above are not exhaustive unless other-
wise explicitly stated.

Claims

1. A device (101) for controlling an electromechanical
power transmission chain that is a parallel power
transmission chain where an electric machine is me-
chanically connected to a combustion engine and to
one or more actuators to be driven, the device com-
prising:

- a first input interface (102) for receiving a first
control signal indicative of torque produced by
the combustion engine, and
- a second input interface (103) for receiving a
second control signal indicative of electric ener-
gy stored by an energy-storage of the electro-
mechanical power transmission chain,

characterized in that the device further comprises
a regulator element (104) for producing a control val-
ue based on the second control signal so that the
control value is a decreasing function of the stored

9 10 
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electric energy, and for producing a torque reference
for the electric machine based on a difference be-
tween the first control signal and the control value.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein the device
comprises a third input interface (105) for receiving
a third control signal, and the regulator element is
configured to determine a form of the decreasing
function in accordance with the third control signal
and to change the form of the decreasing function in
response to a change of the third control signal.

3. A device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the reg-
ulator element comprises a proportional regulator
(106) configured to produce the torque reference
based on the difference between the first control sig-
nal and the control value.

4. A device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the reg-
ulator element comprises a proportional and integra-
tive regulator (106) configured to produce the torque
reference based on the difference between the first
control signal and the control value and a time inte-
gral of the difference between the first control signal
and the control value.

5. A device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the reg-
ulator element comprises a proportional, integrative,
and derivative regulator (106) configured to produce
the torque reference based on the difference be-
tween the first control signal and the control value,
a time integral of the difference between the first con-
trol signal and the control value, and a time derivative
of the difference between the first control signal and
the control value.

6. An electromechanical power transmission chain
comprising:

- an electric machine (110) mechanically con-
nectable to a combustion engine and to one or
more actuators to be driven with the electrome-
chanical power transmission chain,
- an energy-storage (118) for storing electric en-
ergy,
- converter equipment (115) for transferring
electric energy between the electric machine
and the energy-storage, the converter equip-
ment being configured to drive the electric ma-
chine in a torque controlled mode, and
- a device (101) according to any of claims 1-5
for producing a torque reference of the electric
machine.

7. An electromechanical power transmission chain ac-
cording to claim 6, wherein the converter equipment
(115) comprises:

- a capacitive circuit (117),
- a converter stage (116) for transferring electric
energy from the electric machine to the capac-
itive circuit when the electric machine acts as a
generator and for transferring electric energy
from the capacitive circuit to the electric machine
when the electric machine acts an electric motor,
and
- a direct voltage converter (119) for transferring
electric energy between the capacitive circuit
and the energy-storage (118) so as to keep di-
rect voltage of the capacitive circuit (UDC1) in a
pre-determined voltage range.

8. An electromechanical power transmission chain ac-
cording to claim 6 or 7, wherein the energy-storage
(118) comprises at least one electric double-layer
capacitor.

9. A method for controlling an electromechanical power
transmission chain that is a parallel power transmis-
sion chain where an electric machine is mechanically
connected to a combustion engine and to one or
more actuators to be driven, characterized in that
the method comprises:

- producing (201) a control value based on elec-
tric energy stored by an energy-storage of the
electromechanical power transmission chain so
that the control value is a decreasing function of
the stored electric energy, and
- producing (202) a torque reference of the elec-
tric machine based on a difference between a
control signal and the control value, the control
signal being indicative of torque produced by the
combustion engine.

10. A computer program for controlling an electrome-
chanical power transmission chain that is a parallel
power transmission chain where an electric machine
is mechanically connected to a combustion engine
and to one or more actuators to be driven, charac-
terized in that the computer program comprises
computer executable instructions for controlling a
programmable processor to:

- produce a control value based on electric en-
ergy stored by an energy-storage of the electro-
mechanical power transmission chain so that
the control value is a decreasing function of the
stored electric energy, and
- produce a torque reference for the electric ma-
chine based on a difference between a control
signal and the control value, the control signal
being indicative of torque produced by the com-
bustion engine.

11. A computer program product comprising a non-tran-
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sitory computer readable medium encoded with a
computer program according to claim 10.
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