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(54) SYSTEM OF COORDINATING MULTI-CELLS AND METHOD THEREOF

(57) A system of coordinating multi-cells is provided,
including: a sever; a plurality of Evolved NodeBs (eNBs)
for exchanging data with the sever; and a reference user
equipment (UE) for exchanging data with the sever and
wirelessly connected to the eNBs, the reference UE
transmitting the first reference signal to the eNBs through
uplink channels of the eNBs so as to transmit a plurality
of uplink channel information based on the first reference
signal from the eNBs to the server, the eNBs transmitting

a second reference signal to the reference user so as to
transmit a plurality of downlink channel information based
on the second reference signal from the reference UE to
the sever. Carrier frequency offsets among the eNBs are
estimated according to the uplink channel information,
and the server performs a time-varying channel calibra-
tion for the eNBs according to the carrier frequency off-
sets and the downlink channel information.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to systems of coordinating multi-cells and methods thereof, and, more particularly,
to a system and a method of calibrating carrier frequency offsets among base stations.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Multi-antenna systems have been verified in theory and practice to be able to increase spectrum efficiency by
precoding and/or beamforming techniques, such that multiple users can access radio resource simultaneously.
[0003] Recent researches have pointed out that if the number of antennas equipped on a base station is greater than
four times of the number of users, the spectrum efficiency can increase linearly with the number of users; this is called
Massive Antenna Theory. In general, when the number of antennas on a base station is more than 64, it can be called
a massive-antenna system.
[0004] However, due to physical limitations, it is difficult for a typical base station to equip massive-antennas. Someone
proposed to coordinate a plurality of base stations to jointly transmit data to users, called a Multi-Cell Coordination (MCC)
system, to take advantages of multiple-antennas, like a massive antenna system.
[0005] In an MCC system, all base stations are controlled by a single coordination server, which can select the best
transmission mode depending on a user’s situation. However, different to the massive-antenna system, for the MCC
system, the clock source of each base station is operated independently, which means there are Carrier Frequency
Offsets (CFOs) between base stations.
[0006] In addition, other adverse effects, including sampling clock offset (SCO) caused by CFO, timing offset caused
by propagation delay, opposite linear phases in downlink and uplink channels caused by CFO between a base station
and a user, and time-varying effect of RF response will degrade the performance of channel estimation. Hence, after
precoding, Inter-Cell Interference (ICI) and Inter-User Interference (IUI) will be generated causing the reduction of system
capacity. In summary, an MCC system cannot be realized if aforementioned issues are not solved.

SUMMARY

[0007] The present disclosure provides a method of coordinating multi-cells, which may include: transmitting, by a
reference user equipment (UE), the first reference signal to a plurality of evolved NodeBs (eNBs) via uplink channels of
the plurality of eNBs so as to transmit a plurality of uplink channel information based on the first reference signal from
the plurality of eNBs to the server; estimating carrier frequency offsets (CFOs) among the plurality of eNBs by utilizing
the plurality of uplink channel information; transmitting, by the plurality of eNBs, the second reference signal to the
reference UE so as to transmit a plurality of downlink channel information based on the second reference signal from
the reference UE to the server; and performing, by the server, a time-varying channel calibration form the plurality of
eNBs according to the CFOs and the plurality of downlink channel information.
[0008] The present disclosure further provides a system of coordinating multi-cells, which may include: a server; a
plurality of evolved NodeB (eNBs) for exchanging data with the server; and a reference user equipment (UE) for ex-
changing data with the server and connected with the plurality of eNBs through wireless transmission, wherein the
reference UE transmits the first reference signal to the plurality of eNBs via uplink channels of the plurality of eNBs so
as to transmit a plurality of uplink channel information based on the first reference signal from the plurality of eNBs to
the server, the plurality of eNBs transmit the second reference signal to the reference UE so as to transmit a plurality of
downlink channel information based on the second reference signal from the reference UE to the server, CFOs among
the plurality of eNBs are estimated according to the plurality of uplink channel information, and the server performs a
time-varying channel calibration for the plurality of eNBs according to the CFOs and the plurality of downlink channel
information.
[0009] With the method or system of the present invention, synchronization among base stations, time-varying effect
of RF response, and the acquiring of downlink channel state information in the system for coordinating multi-cells can
be resolved. The present invention provides the addition of a reference UE in the system for coordinating multi-cells, so
that a carrier frequency offset among eNBs can be estimated and compensated based on the uplink signals, thus
addressing the issue of synchronization between eNBs. The reference UE also tracks the time-varying effect of RF
response in real time based on the received downlink signals and performs channel calibration to obtain downlink channel
state information, such that the system for coordinate multi-cells is able to perform precoding normally and achieve
performance that is almost as good as that is achieved by a massive-antenna system.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a system of coordinating multi-cells in accordance with the present dis-
closure;
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the present disclosure realizing inter-eNB CFO estimation;
FIGs. 3A and 3B are flowcharts illustrating multi-cell coordination and channel calibration in accordance with the
present disclosure;
FIGs. 4 to 6 are schematic diagrams illustrating the allocations of a reference signal in frames in accordance with
the present disclosure;
FIG. 7 is a graph showing simulation of estimation performance for CFO among eNBs in accordance with the present
disclosure;
FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram depicting a system model of an eNB antenna and a reference user equipment antenna
in accordance with the present disclosure;
FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a cumulative distribution function of inter-cell interference between eNBs; and
FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of the present disclosure applied to a Wi-Fi system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] The present disclosure is described by the following specific embodiments. Those with ordinary skills in the
arts can readily understand other advantages and functions of the present disclosure after reading the disclosure of this
specification. The present disclosure may also be practiced or applied with other different implementations. Based on
different contexts and applications, the various details in this specification can be modified and changed without departing
from the spirit of the present disclosure.
[0012] Unless stated otherwise, articles "a" or "the" used preceding an entity throughout the specifications and the
claims may be used to refer to a plurality of entities.
[0013] As shown in FIG. 1, a multi cell coordination (MCC) system and a method thereof in accordance with the present
disclosure include a server such as a coordination server 1, a plurality of Evolved NodeBs (eNBs) 2 connected with the
coordination server 1 for transmitting data among a specific or non-specific number of user equipment (UE) 4, and a
reference UE 3 connected with the coordination server 1 and wirelessly connected with the plurality of eNBs, wherein
the eNBs 2 and the reference UE 3 are connected with the server in wired ways. The eNBs 2 and the reference UE 3
employ Global Positioning System (GPS) signals for time synchronization. Each of the eNBs 2, the reference UE 3 and
the UE 4 has its own independent clock source. In an embodiment, each of the eNBs 2 is equipped with Nt antennas,
and each of the reference UE 3 and the UE 4 is equipped with a single antenna.
[0014] FIG. 3A is a flow chart of the method according to the disclosure. Please also refer to FIG. 2, which is a schematic
diagram of inter-eNB CFO estimation. In step S31A, the reference UE 3 of the MCC system transmits the first reference
signal to the plurality of eNBs 2 via uplink channels of the plurality of eNBs 2. In step S32A, the plurality of eNB 2 transmit
the first reference signal or the uplink channel information converted based on the first reference signal to the coordination
server 1. In step S33A, the coordination server 1 estimates CFOs according to the first reference signal or the plurality
of uplink channel information. In an embodiment, the first reference signal can be transmitted in an uplink pilot time slot
(UpPTS) of an uplink channel, or in an uplink subframe in an uplink channel, which is adjacent to a next downlink channel,
as shown in FIG. 4.
[0015] As shown in FIG. 3B, after the coordination server 1 estimates and obtains the CFOs, in step S31B, the plurality
of eNBs 2 transmit the second reference signal to the reference UE 3. In step S32B, the reference UE transmits the
second reference signal or the downlink channel information converted based on the second reference signal to the
coordination server 1. In step S33B, the coordination server 1 performs time-varying channel calibration to the plurality
of eNBs 2 according to the CFOs estimated according to the first reference signal and the second reference signal or
the downlink channel information. In an embodiment, the second reference signal can be transmitted in a guard period
(GP) of a special subframe between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe, as shown in FIG. 4. In another
embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5, the second reference signal can be transmitted in a downlink subframe of a downlink
channel near a special subframe. In still another embodiment, as shown in FIG. 6, the second reference signal can be
transmitted in guard-band subcarriers.
[0016] After obtaining data of the time varying channel calibration, the coordination server 1 calculates and transmits
the precoders to the plurality of eNBs 2 for precoding.
[0017] Embodiments related to the CFO estimation, the time-varying channel calibration, and the precoding of the
present disclosure are disclosed as follows.
[0018] As shown in FIG. 1, each of the eNBs is equipped with Nt antennas, the reference UE transmits a reference
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signal xr(t), and the eNB b receives a signal yb(t) which can be expressed as: 

, wherein hb(t) is a channel between the reference UE and eNB b, T is the symbol time, θr is the initial phase when the
reference UE transmits the signal, φb is the initial phase when the eNB b receives the signal, εb is the CFO of the eNB
b, ηr is the reference UE, and zb(t) is a noise term. Since the reference signal xr(t) is known, the channel hb (t) estimated
by the eNB can be represented as: 

[0019] A parameter C1b is defined as: 

, wherein C1b is the inner product of the channel estimates between eNB 1 and eNB b at time t. After time D, another
C1b is obtained by: 

 (3) is multiplied by the complex conjugated (2), where v is the noise, and R1b is obtained as follows: 

[0020] It is assumed that during the time D, the channel is almost static or varies slightly, and R1b can be approximated
as follows: 

[0021] From (4), it can be seen that the CFO between eNB 1 and eNB b, ε1 - εb, is concealed in the phase of the R1b,
and the estimation of ε1 - εb can be given by: 

^
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[0022] After CFO estimation among the eNBs, the effect of CFO on the signal  transmitted by the eNB can

be compensated with a digital manner to obtain the signal xb(t): 

, wherein sb(t) is the transmitted signal without CFO effect. The effect of CFO on the signal received by the eNB

 can be compensated in a digital way to have yb(t): 

, wherein rb(t) is a received signal without CFO effect. From equations (6) and (6-1), it can be seen that if there is no
estimation error, the signals transmitted and received by all eNBs will only be related to the CFO between eNB 1 and
UE u, and the performance thereof is at least equivalent to that of a massive-antenna system. As shown in FIG. 7, which
is a graph showing simulation of estimation performance of CFO among eNBs, it is known from the simulation results
of inter-eNB estimation that when the channel estimation Signal-to-Noise (SNR) is high enough (SNR > 15 dB), only 10
CFO estimations are required to estimate a Mean Squared Error (MSE) that reaches about 0.7 ppb regardless of whether
it is utilized in the channel of 10 half-frame, 20 half-frame, or 30 half-frame. Such efficacies indicate the estimation
accuracy of the present disclosure. Moreover, it is not restricted that the CFO estimation of the present disclosure is
operated under any specific time, the CFO estimation can be estimated in a periodic or aperiodic time, and then those
CFO estimations in different time can be recorded and their average can be calculated.
[0023] The cannel calibration and tracking are described as follows. In an embodiment, a downlink channel is estimated
according to the reference signal transmitted from the eNB to the reference UE, and an uplink channel is estimated
according to the reference signal transmitted from the reference UE to eNBs. A calibration coefficient can be calculated
after the uplink and the downlink channels are obtained. A UE downlink channel is estimated according to the calibration
coefficient and the UE uplink channel. A precoder is generated according to the estimated UE downlink channels and
is used for the downlink period later.
[0024] The frequency domain transmission model is shown in FIG. 8, wherein α represents the transmitting end filter
response, β is the receiving end filter channel, g is an Over-The-Air channel, θ is the transmitting end initial phase, and
φ is the receiving end initial phase. The eNB b has CFO εb, and the reference UE has CFO ηr. Tdu represents the time
difference between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe, and subscript(b,n)→(r,1) represents that the signal
transmitted from the nth antenna of the eNB b to the first antenna of the reference UE.
[0025] Without the consideration of noise, a downlink channel estimated at the reference UE can be expressed as: 

[0026] At the eNB, the estimated uplink channel can be expressed as: 

[0027] Therefore, the calibration coefficient can be obtained by equations. (7) and (8):
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[0028] From (9) and the uplink channel estimation of the UE u, the downlink channel of the UE u can be obtained as
follows: 

[0029] A matrix formed by all of the downlink channels can be expressed as: 

[0030] According to equation (11), a precoder is generated as follows: 

[0031] Precoding is performed at time t + Tdu + T1: 

[0032] An equivalent channel matrix can then be obtained: 
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[0033] After the aforesaid calibration, as shown in FIG. 9, it can be clearly realized that the inter cell interference (ICI)
among the eNBs is suppressed. The average ICI is suppressed lower than -25 dB, which meets the SNR requirement
of 16 QAM transmission.
[0034] The concepts described above can be applied to systems using LTE protocol, systems using Wi-Fi protocol
(e.g., where access points are used as base stations as shown in FIG. 10 (Access Point 1 to Access Point Nb)), or other
systems using time-division multiplexing (TDD).
[0035] The above embodiments are just illustrating the principles of the present disclosure, and should not be used
to limit the present disclosure in any way. The above embodiments can be modified by those familiar with related
technologies if the principle of the disclosure is not violated. Hence, the scope of the disclosure should be the same as
that of the claims listed in the following.

Claims

1. A method of coordinating multi-cells comprising:

transmitting, by a reference user equipment (UE), the first reference signal to a plurality of evolved NodeBs
(eNBs) via uplink channels of the plurality of eNBs so as to transmit a plurality of uplink channel information
based on the first reference signal from the plurality of eNBs to the server;
estimating carrier frequency offsets among the plurality of eNBs by the plurality of uplink channel information;
transmitting, by the plurality of eNBs, the second reference signal to the reference UE so as to transmit a plurality
of downlink channel information based on the second reference signal from the reference UE to the server; and
performing, by the server, a time-varying channel calibration for the plurality of eNBs according to the carrier
frequency offsets and the plurality of downlink channel information.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signal is arranged to be transmitted in a special subframe
between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the second reference signal is arranged to be transmitted in a guard period in the
special subframe.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signal is arranged to be transmitted in a downlink subframe.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signal is arranged to be transmitted in guard-band subcarriers.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first reference signal is arranged to be transmitted in an uplink time slot.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is applicable to LTE protocol or Wi-Fi protocol.

8. A system of coordinating multi-cells, comprising:

a server;
a plurality of evolved NodeBs (eNBs) configured for exchanging data with the server; and
a reference user equipment (UE) configured for exchanging data with the server and connected with the plurality
of eNBs through wireless transmission,

wherein the reference UE transmits the first reference signal to the plurality of eNBs via uplink channels of the
plurality of eNBs so as to transmit a plurality of uplink channel information based on the first reference signal from
the plurality of eNBs to the server, the plurality of eNBs transmit the second reference signal to the reference UE
so as to transmit a plurality of downlink channel information based on the second reference signal from the reference
UE to the server, carrier frequency offsets among the plurality of eNBs are estimated according to the plurality of
uplink channel information, and the server performs a time-varying channel calibration for the plurality of eNBs
according to the carrier frequency offsets and the plurality of downlink channel information.
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9. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of eNBs are arranged to transmit the second reference signal in a special
subframe between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe for transmission.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of eNBs are arranged to transmit the second reference signal in a guard
period in the special subframe.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the second reference signal are arranged to be transmitted in a downlink subframe.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of eNBs are arranged to transmit the second reference signal in guard-
band subcarriers.

13. The system of claim 8, wherein the reference UE is arranged to transmit the first reference signal in an uplink time slot.

14. The system of claim 8, wherein the system is applicable to an LTE protocol environment or a Wi-Fi protocol.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2) EPC.

1. A method of coordinating multi-cells comprising a server (1), the method comprising:

transmitting, by a reference user equipment (UE) (3), first reference signals to a plurality of evolved NodeBs
(eNBs) (2) via uplink channels of the plurality of eNBs (2);
transmitting, by the eNBs (2), a plurality of uplink channel information converted based on the first reference
signals to the server (1);
performing uplink channel estimations for the eNBs (2) at different time according to the plurality of uplink
channel information, and estimating carrier frequency offsets among the plurality of eNBs (2) based on the
uplink channel estimations for the eNBs (2) at different time;
transmitting second reference signals from the plurality of eNBs (2) to the reference UE (3);
transmitting, by the reference UE (3), a plurality of downlink channel information converted based on the second
reference signals to the server (1); and
performing, by the server (1), a time-varying channel calibration to the plurality of eNBs (2), wherein the time-
varying channel calibration is calculated from a ratio of the plurality of uplink channel compensated by the carrier
frequency offsets and the plurality of downlink channel information compensated by the carrier frequency offsets.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in a special subframe
between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the second reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in a guard period in
the special subframe.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in a downlink subframe.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the second reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in guard-band subcar-
riers.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in an uplink time slot.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is applicable to LTE protocol or Wi-Fi protocol.

8. A system of coordinating multi-cells, comprising a server (1):

a plurality of evolved NodeBs (eNBs) (2) configured for exchanging data with the server (1); and
a reference user equipment (UE) (3) configured for exchanging data with the server (1) and connected with the
plurality of eNBs (2) through wireless transmission,
wherein the reference UE (3) transmits first reference signals to the plurality of eNBs (2) via uplink channels of
the plurality of eNBs (2), the eNBs (2) transmit a plurality of uplink channel information converted by the first
reference signals to the server (1), the plurality of eNBs (2) transmit second reference signals to the reference
UE (3), the reference UE (3) transmits a plurality of downlink channel information converted by the second
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reference signals to the server (1), uplink channel estimations for the eNBs (2) at different time are performed
according to the plurality of uplink channel information, carrier frequency offsets among the plurality of eNBs
(2) are estimated based on the uplink channel estimations for the eNBs (2) at different time, and the server (1)
performs a time-varying channel calibration to the plurality of eNBs (2), wherein the time-varying channel cali-
bration is calculated based on a ratio of the plurality of uplink channel compensated by the carrier frequency
offsets and the plurality of downlink channel information compensated by the carrier frequency offsets.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of eNBs (2) are arranged to transmit the second reference signals in a
special subframe between an uplink subframe and a downlink subframe for transmission.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of eNBs (2) are arranged to transmit the second reference signals in a
guard period in the special subframe.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the second reference signals are arranged to be transmitted in a downlink subframe.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the plurality of eNBs (2) are arranged to transmit the second reference signals in
guard-band subcarriers.

13. The system of claim 8, wherein the reference UE (3) is arranged to transmit the first reference signals in an uplink
time slot.

14. The system of claim 8, wherein the system is applicable to an LTE protocol environment or a Wi-Fi protocol.
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