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(57) Method and system for quantifying greenhouse
gases emissions produced by a reactor (100) in a WWTP,
comprising: obtaining 2D images from three thermo-
graphic cameras, said 2D images corresponding to views
of the plume of the greenhouse gases emitted by said
reactor (100) at time t; obtaining (1010) a first 3D image
of the plume of the emitted greenhouse gases from said
2D images; repeating at time t+1 and obtaining a second
3D image; obtaining (1020) differences between said first
and second 3D images; obtaining (1030) from said dif-
ferences a mass flow of the greenhouse gases emitted
by said reactor (100) at time t+1. A method of multivari-
able control for optimizing the operation of a WWTP, com-
prising: gathering (2201) a set of optimization priorities
established for the operation of the WWTP; gathering
and virtualizing (2202) process data and discharge qual-
ity data (algorithm 700f), electric tariff (rate) data (algo-
rithm 700d), meteorological data (algorithm 700e) and
instant values of mass flow of the greenhouse gases (al-
gorithm 700a) emitted by the reactor (100) obtained over
time by the method previously described; optimizing
(2400) at least one, preferably at least two, and more
preferably all of the following operation variables of the
WWTP: control loop setpoint for effluent ammonium
(NH4

+) concentration; control loop setpoint for ferric chlo-
ride dosage (FeCl3) for physicochemical phosphorus re-
moval at the end of the biological treatment; control loop
setpoint for DO concentration of aerobic reactors; control
loop setpoint for nitrate (NO3

-) concentration in the anoxic

reactors or internal recirculation flow rate; control setpoint
of mixed liquor solids concentration (MLSS) or SRT (sol-
ids retention time); HRT (hydraulic retention time); flow
rate of the blowers; and operating pressure of the blow-
ers.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to industrial plants
and processes having gas emissions, such as plants and
processes for treating wastewater. In particular, it relates
to systems and methods for monitoring and controlling
those plants.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] An urban wastewater treatment plant (WWTP)
is an industrial plant in charge of treating the black waters
of an urban environment (tributary), with the objective of
obtaining at the outlet (effluent), purified water that com-
plies with some chemical and biochemical characteristics
imposed by the discharge requirements according to the
European regulation for the treatment of urban wastewa-
ter (Directive 91/271/EEC and Directive 98/15/EC), so
that water is returned to a receiving stream (river, reser-
voir, sea) under appropriate conditions.
[0003] The discharge requirements may vary depend-
ing on the type of area in which the water is discharged.
The main discharge requirements are Chemical Oxygen
Demand (COD) or Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD5,
BOD analyzed at 5 days), Total Suspended Solids (TSS),
Total Nitrogen (TN), Nitrates (NO3-), Ammonium (NH4+)
and Total Phosphorus (TP).
[0004] Conventional control systems for wastewater
treatment plants have been designed with the purpose
of complying with the above mentioned discharge re-
quirements. In most cases, these control systems have
been developed based on classical control loops of a
single variable or SISO (Single Input-Single Output) sys-
tems. Specifically, the main and most widely used WWTP
control loops are: i) the ammonium (NH4+) effluent con-
trol loop; ii) the dissolved oxygen (DO) concentration con-
trol loop in the nitrification process (aerobic reactors); iii)
the internal recirculation flow control loop or nitrate con-
centration (NO3-) in the denitrification process (anoxic
reactors), and iv) the mixed liquor suspended solids
(MLSS) concentration control loop. These control loops
are usually implemented through the proportional-inte-
gral classical control (PI).
[0005] Besides, in response to the promotion of Euro-
pean policies on energy efficiency, reduction of energy
consumption and reduction of emissions (Directive
2012/27/EU), control systems for wastewater treatment
plant have included as a control objective the minimiza-
tion of energy consumption of the plant or, in those plants
involving production, such as biogas production, the
maximization of the energy balance between consump-
tion and production.
[0006] However, mainly due to the fact that the main
operational variables to be controlled both from the point
of view of effluent quality and from the point of view of
energy efficiency are (i) the aeration consumption that

takes place to maintain the desired DO concentration in
the process of nitrification (aerobic reactors) and (ii) the
concentration of MLSS, the corresponding control loops
have not undergone technical variations as such, but
have become commanded by new strategies of opera-
tion. These operational strategies are established at all
times by the personnel responsible for the operation of
the plant, which prioritize the effluent quality objective or
the energy efficiency objective of the plant. Therefore,
these control systems remain being control systems of
a single variable that can achieve a local optimum. The
effluent quality and energy efficiency objectives of the
plant are (or at least may be) conflicting, which means
that the operation control of the plant must be approached
as a multivariate control problem.
[0007] Nowadays, one aspect that is not taken into ac-
count and hardly explored in the field of operation and
maintenance of WWTPs is that of the greenhouse gases
(GHG) emitted therein directly into the atmosphere. It is
known that in WTTPs, N2O, CO2 and CH4 gases are
mainly produced, which are emitted directly to the atmos-
phere, as a result of biochemical transformations that
take place in the reactors in which biological purification
processes are carried out.
[0008] Although the regulation applicable to wastewa-
ter treatment processes does not currently require direct
N2O, CO2 and CH4 emissions to be controlled to the at-
mosphere, based on the most recently acquired emission
mitigation commitments, such as KLIMA 2050 or COP
21 Paris, it is expected to do so in the short or medium
term. To do this, it will be necessary to have systems that
allow quantification of such emissions online, as well as
control systems that include such measures of emissions
among the operational parameters of the process to be
controlled so that, in the end, those emissions can be
reduced.
[0009] At present, the N2O, CO2 and CH4 gases are
measured in these plants very sporadically, by means of
very expensive and laborious experimental campaigns
that can last between 2 weeks and 2 months, using "off-
gas" bells. These bells sample air from a bounded area
of the plant’s biological reactor. During the experimental
campaign, the measuring equipment moves along the
length of the reactor, trying to cover the largest possible
area and obtaining sufficiently representative measure-
ments, but given the large size of the reactors, achieving
this objective is extremely complicated. Thus, the infor-
mation on emissions of these gases in the plant obtained
by these experimental campaigns is very limited and cor-
responds to very limited time periods, and therefore can-
not be used for the purposes of operation and control of
the plant.
[0010] There are commercially available gas sensors
which provide online concentration information of various
types of gases, including the N2O, CO2 and CH4 gases,
at specified points in the environment. Although the in-
formation is available online, the measures obtained can
hardly be considered as representative of the emission
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of these gases that is produced in a biological reactor of
a plant.
[0011] There are also commercially available thermo-
graphic cameras that allow the online detection of gas
emissions in the form of an image. Specifically, these
cameras provide an image of the plume of a gas emitted
from a source of gas production into the atmosphere,
such as a leakage of a gas flowing through a conduit.
These types of cameras are usually used in industrial
processes for leak detection. However, they do not pro-
vide information on the amount of gas emitted. That is,
while gas sensors provide quantitative information in the
form of a gas concentration at a given point in the envi-
ronment, thermographic cameras offer qualitative infor-
mation related to the existence or non-existence of a gas
plume in the environment.
[0012] Therefore, there is a need for continuously and
accurately quantifying the amount of greenhouse gases
emitted to the atmosphere by WWTPs.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] The present invention attempts to cope with the
need mentioned above by means of a method and sys-
tem for quantifying greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions
in wastewater treatment plants (WWTP). A method of
multivariable control for optimizing the operation of a
WWTP is also provided, based on the analysis of the
main qualitative and quantitative measures of the
WWTP, including the quantitative measurement of
greenhouse gases (GHG) emitted directly into the atmos-
phere as a result of the biological processes of biodeg-
radation that take place in the WWTP. The method and
system provide real-time response. In the context of the
present invention, the term "real-time" refers to tasks
whose solving requires a response time in the order or
milliseconds, for example in less than 1 second.
[0014] In order to quantify the GHC emissions pro-
duced in WWTPs, a triangular configuration of thermo-
graphic cameras is used for obtaining images, which are
then processed. The triangular configuration provides a
volumetric, three-dimensional image of the plume of a
gas emitted into the atmosphere, which is then processed
and normalized, to obtain quantitative information on the
emission of GHG produced in the WWTP reactors. The
volumetric three-dimensional image of the emitted gas
plume is obtained from the fusion of a plurality of 2D
images provided by each of the cameras, by applying
techniques of digital correlation of images. These tech-
niques favor the alignment and correlation of images to
form new 3D images. In addition, these techniques en-
able accurately online tracking of shape changes that
occur in the images, produced by the continuous emis-
sion of gases and the diffusion of these gases in the en-
vironment. By incorporating the time variable determined
by the sampling frequency in the image capture, the vol-
umetric image flow rate of the gases emission (m3/s) pro-
duced in the WWTP reactor is obtained.

[0015] In some embodiments of the invention, a cali-
bration method is applied, for which a calibration system
comprising a plurality of gas sensors is used. In other
words, the method for quantifying GHC emissions pro-
duced in a WWTP is preferably calibrated, in a start-up
stage, by means of gas sensors installed, preferably dis-
posed in a matrix form, on the reactor (above the surface
of which GHG are emitted into the atmosphere) that is
the object of GHG emission quantification. Depending
on the size of the reactor, the implementation of the cal-
ibration system may vary: in large reactors, a floating
platform on which the sensor array is installed is prefer-
ably used; while in small reactors, the sensor array is
preferably installed either on a set of cables attached to
the safety handrails surrounding the reactor or on a set
of vertical poles around the reactor. The calibration im-
plies determining the average concentration of gas emit-
ted in the WWTP reactor in each cubic meter of the at-
mosphere (mg/m3), in order to be able to then normalize
that calibration parameter to a volumetric image provided
by an image processing system. Finally, by combining
the normalized parameter of gas concentration per cubic
meter of image (mg/m3) with the volumetric image flow
rate of the GHG emission at each moment (m3/s) provid-
ed by the image processing system, the instantaneous
mass flow (mg/s) of GHG emissions emitted in the WWTP
reactor is obtained.
[0016] In some embodiments of the invention, a meth-
od and system for online control of the operation of the
WWTP is provided, that takes into account, in addition
to the discharge requirements and the objectives of en-
ergy efficiency and economic efficiency, GHGs that are
produced in the WWTP at all times. This enables that
such GHG emissions are emitted in the WWTP in a con-
trolled way. Therefore, these emissions can be reduced.
The method and system for online control of the operation
of the WWTP comprise a generator of data models for
plant simulation and a mathematical optimization sys-
tem.
[0017] In some embodiments of the invention, a meth-
od for generating a model for the WWTP is provided.
WWTP models are generated based on the intelligent
analysis of process data. Before proceeding to use such
data, they are first virtualized and normalized afterwards.
In WWTPs large amounts of heterogeneous data are
managed, such as data acquired online through sensors,
meters and process analyzers installed in the plant and
managed through SCADA systems, or data acquired off-
line, such as data obtained from laboratory analysis, from
process & equipment maintenance management sys-
tems or from events management systems. All these data
are of different nature and are acquired and recorded at
different sampling frequencies, as a consequence of
which they need to be normalized in order to use them
in a combined way. The model generator of the present
invention normalizes such data, preferably normalizing
types, time base, sampling frequency and scale. Among
the data to be normalized are the GHG emission data
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provided by the GHG quantification system.
[0018] In some embodiments of the invention, a meth-
od of calibration is also provided, for real time re-calibra-
tion of an existing model of WWTP.
[0019] In some embodiments of the invention, a math-
ematical optimization method is provided. It uses addi-
tional data, external to the WWTP, that significantly in-
fluence the WWTP operation (for example in terms of
purification efficiency, energy efficiency, economic per-
formance, GHG emission). Non-limiting examples of
these additional data are meteorological data and hourly
electricity tariffs (rate).
[0020] WWTP models generated by the method for
generating a WWTP model permit the online simulation
of the WWTP, providing the mathematical optimization
method with predictive capacity.
[0021] Conventional models for WWTP modelling and
simulating, such as the deterministic biochemical models
of the International Water Association (IWA), belonging
to the family of models ASM (ASM1, ASM2, ASM2d and
ASM3) and ADM (ADM1), are respectively used for the
modeling of the water line and the sludge line of a WWTP.
The application of these models beyond a scientific
scope is very limited due to the economic cost and com-
plexity associated to the experimental calibration of these
models, as well as to the complexity of integration of the
different models (water line and sludge line) and to the
computational cost associated with the simulation of
these models.
[0022] The method for generating a WWTP model of
the present invention constructs models based on data
applying systems identification techniques. It preferably
applies an artificial neural network. These models repro-
duce the behavior of the WWTP, including purification
processes, energy processes and GHG emission proc-
esses. Besides, these models can be calibrated in real
time. The resulting models are used, that is, simulated,
on line, by the mathematical optimization method. In or-
der to calibrate and simulate these models, they are fed
with historical and/or online data from the WWTP. Among
the data to be predicted by these models are GHG emis-
sion data provided by the GHG quantification method of
the invention.
[0023] The mathematical optimization method uses
the previously indicated data models to simulate the be-
havior of the WWTP at all times, so that it can optimize
any criteria established at each moment. Before simulat-
ing the WWTP model with the online data of each mo-
ment, a task of normalization and adaptation of those
data is carried out, following the same approach that fol-
lows the model generation method. Also, prior to simu-
lating the WWTP model, the need to calibrate the model
is verified. The mathematical optimization is preferably
carried out by running an evolutionary optimization algo-
rithm, namely, a genetic algorithm that is executed in an
iterative way.
[0024] The mathematical optimization method prefer-
ably takes four types of optimization criteria into account:

1) criteria for the optimization of treated wastewater qual-
ity (effluent quality in absolute terms, effluent quality in
relative terms or discharge yield); 2) energy optimization
criteria (minimization of energy consumption, maximiza-
tion of energy efficiency, optimization of the energy bal-
ance between consumption and energy production); 3)
economic optimization criteria (minimization of the eco-
nomic cost of the energy consumed, maximization of the
economic benefit of the energy produced, maximization
of the cost-benefit ratio of the balance between energy
consumed and energy produced, minimization of con-
sumption of chemical reagents); 4) air quality criteria or
GHG emission criteria (emission of N2O, CO2 and or
CH4). Such optimization criteria are set in the form of
objective function (single-objective or multi-objective). In
sum, the mathematical optimization method has capacity
to provide instruction for MIMO (Multiple Input Multiple
Output) control. It has predictive capacity and takes mul-
tiple optimization criteria into account. Global optimal re-
sults are thus obtained.
[0025] In a first aspect of the invention, a method for
quantifying greenhouse gases emissions produced by a
reactor in a wastewater treatment plant is provided. The
method comprises: at time instant t, obtaining a first 2D
image from a first camera, a first 2D image from a second
camera and a first 2D image from a third camera, these
first 2D images corresponding to views of the plume of
the greenhouse gases emitted by said reactor at time
instant t; obtaining a first 3D image of the plume of the
emitted greenhouse gases from said first 2D images; at
time instant t+1, obtaining a second 2D image from the
first camera, a second 2D image from the second camera
and a second 2D image from the third camera, these
second 2D images corresponding to views of the plume
of the greenhouse gases emitted by said reactor at time
instant t+1; obtaining a second 3D image of the plume
of the emitted greenhouse gases from second 2D imag-
es; obtaining differences between said first and second
3D images; obtaining from said differences a mass flow
of the greenhouse gases emitted by said reactor at time
instant t+1.
[0026] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
obtaining a first 3D image of the plume of the emitted
greenhouse gases from said first 2D images is done as
follows: for each 2D image captured by each camera,
applying an artificial neural network for obtaining a direc-
trix for each 2D image; obtaining contour lines and cor-
responding contour surfaces parallel to each directrix,
and generatrixes for each 2D image, thus obtaining a
volumetric surface and associated partial solid; from said
partial solids, obtaining said 3D image.
[0027] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
obtaining differences between said first and second 3D
images, is done as follows: receiving 3D images corre-
sponding to the plume of the GHG emitted into the at-
mosphere at a certain time instant; applying a genetic
optimization algorithm based on digital image volumetric
correlation to said 3D images for maximizing an interpo-
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lated correlation coefficient; repeating the former stage
until an optimized interpolated correlation coefficient is
obtained; obtaining differences between 3D images at
consecutive time instants.
[0028] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
obtaining from said differences a mass flow of the green-
house gases emitted by said reactor, is done as follows:
receiving said differences between consecutive 3D im-
ages; determining the volumetric image flow rate of the
greenhouse gases emission produced by the reactor by
processing the identified volumetric differences between
said 3D images; determining an instantaneous mass flow
of greenhouse gases emission from said volumetric im-
age flow rate of the greenhouse gases emission pro-
duced by the reactor and from a calibrated and normal-
ized parameter of gas concentration emitted in the
WWTP reactor in each cubic meter of the atmosphere
(mg/m3).
[0029] In embodiments of the invention, the calibrated
and normalized parameter of gas concentration emitted
in the WWTP reactor in each cubic meter of the atmos-
phere (mg/m3) is obtained by applying the following cal-
ibration process: receiving data captured by a plurality
of sensors disposed above the reactor surface from
which greenhouse gases are emitted, during a certain
time cycle k; calculating a mean value of gas concentra-
tion per cubic meter of image (mg/m3) for each individual
sensor for said cycle k and the a total mean value of gas
concentration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3) corre-
sponding to all the sensors from said plurality of sensors
for said time cycle k; determining a mean value of the
concentration of greenhouse gases emitted by the reac-
tor in each cubic meter of the atmosphere (mg/m3) over
said time cycle k.
[0030] In another aspect of the invention, a method of
multivariable control for optimizing the operation of a
wastewater treatment plant is disclosed. It comprises:
gathering from a monitoring and control system a set of
optimization priorities established for the operation of the
wastewater treatment plant; gathering and virtualizing
process data and discharge quality data, electric tariff
rate data, meteorological data and instant values of mass
flow of the greenhouse gases emitted by the reactor ob-
tained over time by the method for quantifying green-
house gases emissions produced by a reactor in a waste-
water treatment plant; optimizing from said process data
and discharge quality data, electric tariff rate data, me-
teorological data and instant values of mass flow of the
greenhouse gases at least one, preferably at least two,
and more preferably all of the following operation varia-
bles of the wastewater treatment plant: control loop set-
point for effluent ammonium (NH4

+) concentration; con-
trol loop setpoint for ferric chloride dosage (FeCl3) for
physicochemical phosphorus removal at the end of the
biological treatment; control loop setpoint for DO concen-
tration of aerobic reactors; control loop setpoint for nitrate
(NO3

-) concentration in the anoxic reactor or internal re-
circulation flow rate; control loop setpoint of solids con-

centration in the mixed liquor (MLSS) or SRT (solids re-
tention time); HRT (hydraulic retention time); flow rate of
the blowers; and operating pressure of the blowers.
[0031] In embodiments of the invention, the set of op-
timization priorities comprises at least one, preferably at
least two, and more preferably all of the following criteria:
maximum quality of effluent, defined by at least one, pref-
erably at least two, and more preferably all of the following
parameters Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) or Biolog-
ical Oxygen Demand (BOD5, BOD analyzed at 5 days),
Total Suspended Solids (TSS), Total Nitrogen (TN), Ni-
trates (NO3

-), Ammonium (NH4) and Total Phosphorus
(TP); maximum energy efficiency, defined by the total
energy consumption of the WWTP; maximum economic
efficiency, defined by the total cost of operation of the
WWTP; minimum GHG emission, quantified by the meth-
od for quantifying greenhouse gases emissions pro-
duced by a reactor in a wastewater treatment plant.
[0032] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
optimizing operation parameters of the wastewater treat-
ment plant, comprises: defining an objective function
based on said a set of optimization priorities; building a
genetic algorithm and establishing initial population, ev-
olution rules and criteria of stop or convergence; feeding
a simulation of the wastewater treatment plant to be
launched by said genetic algorithm with the last available
values of said process data and discharge quality data
and instant values of mass flow of the greenhouse gases
emitted by the reactor obtained over time by the method
for quantifying greenhouse gases emissions produced
by a reactor in a wastewater treatment plant, electric tariff
data and meteorological data; launching said genetic al-
gorithm which in turn launches a simulation of the waste-
water treatment plant from a wastewater treatment plant
model; stopping the genetic algorithm when said estab-
lished criteria of stop or convergence have been reached
and retrieving the optimized operation parameters of the
wastewater treatment plant.
[0033] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
optimizing operation parameters of the wastewater treat-
ment plant, further comprises calibrating said wastewater
treatment plant model prior to executing said optimiza-
tion.
[0034] In embodiments of the invention, the stage of
optimizing operation parameters of the wastewater treat-
ment plant, further comprises generating a wastewater
treatment plant model.
[0035] In another aspect of the invention, a system for
online quantification of greenhouse gases emissions pro-
duced in a wastewater treatment plant comprising at least
one reactor is disclosed. The system comprises: three
thermographic cameras disposed in the proximity of said
reactor, wherein each thermographic camera is disposed
perpendicular to the other two cameras, wherein each
camera is configured to repeatedly capture images of the
greenhouse gases emitted by said reactor; means for
online processing the images captured by said three ther-
mographic cameras and for obtaining 3D images of the
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plume of the greenhouse gases emitted by said reactor;
means for obtaining differences between consecutive 3D
images and for storing said differences; means for ob-
taining from said differences a mass flow of the green-
house gases emitted by said reactor at different time in-
stants.
[0036] In embodiments of the invention, the system fur-
ther comprises means for sending the images captured
by said cameras to a server in the cloud.
[0037] In embodiments of the invention, those means
comprise communication devices embedded or attached
to said cameras and a repeater.
[0038] In embodiments of the invention, the thermo-
graphic cameras operate at the midwavelength infrared
(MWIR) band, thus being configured to detect the N2O,
CO2 and CH4 gases.
[0039] In embodiments of the invention, the system fur-
ther comprises a calibration system comprising a plurality
of gas sensors positioned forming a matrix above the
reactor surface from which greenhouse gases are emit-
ted.
[0040] Additional advantages and features of the in-
vention will become apparent from the detail description
that follows and will be particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] As a complement to the description and with a
view to contributing towards an improved understanding
of the characteristics of the invention, according to an
example of a practical example thereof, a set of drawings
is attached as an integral part of this description, which
by way of illustration and not limitation, represent the fol-
lowing:

Figure 1A represents a general plant outline (plant
view) of a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) in
which three thermographic cameras are installed for
quantifying greenhouse gases (GHG) emission ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention. Figure
1B represents a profile outline of the WWTP and
thermographic cameras of figure 1A.

Figure 2 shows how the cameras for quantifying
greenhouse gases (GHG) emission of figures 1A and
1B transmit the data corresponding to the respective
images captured by them to the cloud, wherein a gas
quantification algorithm is executed for creating a 3D
image corresponding to the GHG emitted to the at-
mosphere by the reactor.

Figure 3A shows a front view of a 2D surface dis-
posed in the space of an image of a GHG plume
formed in a reactor of a WWTP in a certain time in-
stant. The 2D surface corresponds to an image been
taken by a front camera, digitalized and normalized
according to the invention. Figure 3B shows the front

view of the 2D surface of figure 3A, together with its
2D projection in the XY plane.

Figure 4A shows a front-lateral view of a 2D surface
disposed in the space of an image of a GHG plume
formed in a reactor of a WWTP in a certain time in-
stant. The 2D surface corresponds to an image taken
by a front camera, digitalized and normalized accord-
ing to the invention. Figure 4B shows the front-lateral
view of the 2D surface of figure 4A, together with its
2D projection in the YZ plane.

Figure 5A shows a front-top view of a 2D surface
disposed in the space of an image of a GHG plume
formed in a reactor of a WWTP in a certain time in-
stant. The 2D surface corresponds to an image taken
by a front camera, digitalized and normalized accord-
ing to the invention. Figure 5B shows the front-top
view of the 2D surface of figure 5A, together with its
2D projection in the XZ plane.

Figure 6 shows a view of a 3D volume disposed in
the space, of an image of a GHG plume formed in a
reactor of a WWTP in a certain time instant. The 3D
volume is the result of the reconstruction of the 2D
surfaces shown in figures 3B, 4B and 5B.

Figure 7A shows a flow diagram of the gas quantifi-
cation algorithm for determining the mass flow of the
GHG emitted into the atmosphere by the reactor of
the WWTP at time t, according to an embodiment of
the invention.

Figure 7B shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
obtaining a 3D image of the plume of the GHG emit-
ted into the atmosphere by the reactor of the WWTP
at time t, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion. This algorithm for obtaining a 3D image corre-
sponds to stage 1010 of the gas quantification algo-
rithm of figure 7A.

Figure 7C shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
obtaining differences between 3D images of the
plume of the GHG emitted into the atmosphere by
the reactor of the WWTP at time instants t and t-1,
according to an embodiment of the invention. This
algorithm for obtaining differences between 3D im-
ages corresponds to stage 1020 of the gas quantifi-
cation algorithm of figure 7A.

Figure 7D shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
obtaining the mass flow of the GHG emitted into the
atmosphere by the reactor of the WWTP at time in-
stant t, according to an embodiment of the invention.
This algorithm for obtaining the mass flow corre-
sponds to stage 1030 of the gas quantification algo-
rithm of figure 7A.
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Figure 8A shows a schematic plant view of a green-
house gas calibration system for a WWTP having
small-size reactors. The calibration system is based
on sensors. Figure 8B shows a schematic plant view
of a greenhouse gas calibration system for a WWTP
having big-size reactors. The calibration system is
also based on sensors. Figure 8C shows another
schematic plant view of a greenhouse gas calibration
system based on sensors for a WWTP having big-
size reactors.

Figure 9 shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
gas calibration 700b, in charge of determining the
average concentration of gas emitted in the WWTP
reactor in each cubic meter of the atmosphere
(mg/m3) according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

Figure 10 shows a schematic plant view of an intel-
ligent, multivariable control system for a WWTP ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
An intelligent, multivariable control algorithm is
housed and executed in the cloud.

Figure 11 shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
intelligent, multivariable control of a WWTP accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention. It is in charge
of determining at every time instant t optimized op-
erating parameters of the WWTP.

Figure 12 shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
mathematical optimization for performing a mathe-
matical optimization based on the simulation of a
WWTP model, that provides optimal operation pa-
rameters for every time instant t, determined by the
algorithm for intelligent, multivariable control of fig-
ure 11.

Figure 13 shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
generating a WWTP model used by the algorithm
for intelligent, multivariable control of figure 11.

Figure 14 shows a flow diagram of an algorithm for
calibrating the WWTP model used by the algorithm
for intelligent, multivariable control of figure 11.

DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF THE INVEN-
TION

[0042] Figures 1A and 1B schematically show a reactor
100 of a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) emitting
greenhouse (GHG) gases and a system 10 for online
quantification of GHC emissions produced in the WWTP.
The system 10 is composed of three thermographic cam-
eras 500, 501, 502 installed for quantifying the emission
of GHG in the proximity of the reactor 100. The cameras
500, 501, 502 are installed in the vicinity of the reactor
100, preferably forming a right angle (90°) between each

other, so that their respective targets are located perpen-
dicular to the three planes XZ, YZ and XY which make
up the space, respectively. In the particular embodiment
shown in figures 1A-1B, the section of reactor 100 is rec-
tangular and cameras 500 and 501 are located in the
geometric centers of two of the sides of the reactor 100
perpendicular to each other. The reactor 100 may take
any other section, such as circular.
[0043] Cameras 500 and 501 are preferably supported
on supporting means, such as tripods 400a. The height
at which cameras 500 501 are located and their distance
with respect to the edges of the reactor 100 depends on
the size of the reactor 100. The height may vary for ex-
ample between 1.5 m and 2.5 m and their distance to the
edges of the reactor 100 may vary for example between
3 m and 5 m of the edges of the reactor 100, depending
on whether it is a small size reactor (a small-size reactor
being defined as having sides or diameters equal to or
less than 25 meters) or a large size reactor (a large-size
reactor being defined as having sides or diameters great-
er than 25 meters). For WWTP reactors having sides or
diameters greater than 100 meters, it may be necessary
to install more than one camera 500 and/or 501 on these
sides.
[0044] The third camera 502 is preferably installed on
a bridge bar 300 positioned from end-to-end along a side
(preferably, the shortest) of the rectangle formed by the
reactor 100. If the section of the reactor is not rectangular,
the bridge bar is positioned from end-to-end of an imag-
inary line above the section of the reactor. For example,
if it has circular section, the bridge bar 300 is positioned
along a diameter of the circular section of the reactor.
The height of the bridge bar 300 may vary depending on
the size of the reactor 100. The height may vary for ex-
ample between 5 and 10 meters, depending on whether
it is a small size reactor (for example having sides or
diameters equal to or less than 25 meters) or a large size
reactor (for example having sides or diameters greater
than 25 meters). For WWTP reactors having sides or
diameters greater than 100 meters, it may be necessary
to install camera 502 at a height greater than 10 meters.
For such large reactors having sides or diameters greater
than 100 meters, depending on the height at which the
bridge bar 300 is positioned, more than one camera 502
may be required. For example, if it is not desired to ex-
ceed a height greater than 20 m for the bridge bar 300,
more than one camera 502 may be required. In reactors
100 having rectangular section, the bridge bar 300 is pref-
erably positioned parallel to the shortest side of the re-
actor 100 and perpendicular to the longest side of the
reactor 100. Camera 502 is preferably installed upside
down in a receptacle 400b disposed substantially in the
middle (geometric center) of the bridge bar 300, in such
a way that the camera 502 is disposed perpendicular to
the XY plane, that is to say, perpendicular to the surface
of the water sheet of the reactor 100. In this way, the
camera 502 is located in the geometric center of the re-
actor 100 of the WWTP.
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[0045] The images taken by the thermographic cam-
eras 500, 501, 502 are then processed according to
methods of the invention described in detail later in this
text. The thermographic cameras preferably operate at
the mid-wavelength infrared (MWIR) band, that is to say,
at wavelengths varying between 3 mm and 5 mm. In this
band, the cameras are capable of detecting the N2O,
CO2 and CH4 gases. The triangular configuration ena-
bles the obtaining of a volumetric, three-dimensional im-
age of the plume of the gas emitted into the atmosphere.
As will be explained according to methods of the inven-
tion, the volumetric, three-dimensional image, once proc-
essed and normalized, provides quantitative information
on the emission of GHG produced in the WWTP reactors.
[0046] Figures 1A-1B schematically show the green-
house gases plume 200 emitted from the reactor 100 of
the WWTP. Each camera 500, 501, 502 takes 2D ther-
mographic images perpendicular to the XZ, YZ and XY
planes in space, of the gases plume 200 emitted from
the reactor 100 and sends them to the cloud, as shown
in figure 2. The images are processed in the cloud ac-
cording to methods that are described next.
[0047] Camera 500 takes 2D frontal images of the
greenhouse gases plume 200 from the axis OX and per-
pendicular to the plane XZ in space. As shown in figure
2, which shows the view of the system 10 of figure 1A,
these images are sent in digital format, online, by means
of a communication device 601 comprised (such as em-
bedded or attached) in the camera 500, to a repeater
600a, which in turn sends the images, also in digital for-
mat and online, to a server in the cloud 700. The com-
munication device 601 is preferably a wireless commu-
nication device, in which case the repeater 600a is a re-
peater implementing a wireless communications proto-
col, such as Wi-Fi. The server in the cloud 700 houses
a gas quantification algorithm 700a which implements a
method of the invention. When executed, this gas quan-
tification algorithm 700a normalizes each original image,
obtaining a 2D digital image (2D surface) 200a and its
projection 200a’ in a plane corresponding to the opposite
side of a virtual cube formed by the planes XZ, YZ and
XY and their projections. This is shown in figures 3A-B,
4A-B and 5A-B.
[0048] Figure 3A shows a 2D surface 200a obtained
from an image of a GHG plume formed in a reactor of a
WWTP in a certain time instant, taken by camera 500,
once the gas quantification algorithm 700a has been ap-
plied in the cloud 700. In other words, the image taken
by camera 500 and sent to the cloud 700 has been digi-
talized and normalized by gas quantification algorithm
700a. The gas quantification algorithm 700a also makes
a 2D projection 200a’ of the 2D surface 200a in the XY
plane.
[0049] In turn, cameras 501 and 502 take respective
images of the GHG plume formed in the reactor 100 and
send them to the cloud 700, where they are processed
in a similar way. Camera 501 takes front images of the
greenhouse gases plume from the axis OY and perpen-

dicular to the plane YZ in space. These images are sent
in digital format, online, by means of a communication
device 602 comprised (such as embedded or attached)
in the camera 501, to repeater 600a, which in turn sends
the images, also in digital format and online, to the server
in the cloud 700. Like communication device 601, com-
munication device 602 is preferably a wireless commu-
nication device. The gas quantification algorithm 700a
executed in the cloud 700 normalizes each original im-
age, obtaining a 2D surface 200b (see figure 4A) and its
projection 200b’ (se figure 4B) in a plane corresponding
to the opposite side of a virtual cube formed by the planes
XZ, YZ and XY and their projections. So, each image
taken by camera 501 and sent to the cloud 700 is digi-
talized and normalized 200b by gas quantification algo-
rithm 700a. The gas quantification algorithm 700a also
makes a 2D projection 200b’ of the 2D image 200b in the
YZ plane.
[0050] Similarly, camera 502 takes front images of the
greenhouse gases plume 200 from the bridge bar 300,
preferably from its geometric center because the camera
502 is preferably disposed in its geometric center. These
images are sent in digital format, online, by means of a
communication device 603 comprised (such as embed-
ded or attached) in the camera 502, to repeater 600a,
which in turn sends the images, also in digital format and
online, to the server in the cloud 700. Like communication
devices 601 and 602, communication device 603 is pref-
erably a wireless communication device. The gas quan-
tification algorithm 700a executed in the cloud 700 nor-
malizes each original image, obtaining a 2D surface 200c
(see figure 5A) and its projection 200c’ (se figure 5B) in
a plane corresponding to the opposite side of a virtual
cube formed by the planes XZ, YZ and XY and their pro-
jections. So, each image taken by camera 502 and sent
to the cloud 700 is digitalized and normalized 200c by
gas quantification algorithm 700a. The gas quantification
algorithm 700a also makes a 2D projection 200c’ of the
2D image 200c in the XZ plane.
[0051] Next, a method of gas quantification for deter-
mining the mass flow of the GHG emitted into the atmos-
phere by the reactor 100 at time instant is explained. The
method implements the gas quantification algorithm
700a. A flow diagram of the method of gas quantification
is schematized in figure 7A. This method is in charge of
processing the 2D images captured by the cameras 500,
501 and 502. This method is based on a digital image
correlation technique. More precisely, it is based on the
digital volumetric correlation of 3D images obtained from
the 2D surfaces 200a, 200a’, 200b, 200b’, 200c, 200c’
(see figures 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B, 5A, 5B) in turn obtained from
the images captured by cameras 500, 501 and 502. The
digital volumetric correlation of 3D images is used for
finding out differences between a 3D (obtained at time
instant t+1) image and the former one (obtained at time
instant t). The method is started (stage 1000) at a certain
time instant t. At time instant t, a 2D image taken by cam-
era 500 is read ant stored in a database (stage 1001a),
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a 2D image taken by camera 501 is read ant stored in a
database (stage 1001 b) and a 2D image taken by cam-
era 502 is read ant stored in a database (stage 1001c).
From the 2D images obtained from respective cameras
500, 501, 502, a 3D image of the plume of the GHG emit-
ted at time t is obtained and stored in a database at stage
1010. An exemplary 3D image is shown in figure 6. Figure
6 shows a 3D image representing the plume of the GHG
emitted at time t by the reactor 100, obtained from the
reconstruction of 2D images 200a, 200a’, 200b, 200b’,
200c, 200c’. The shown 3D image is a digitized, normal-
ized image. In figure 6 the directrix, contour lines and
generatrix formed to obtain the 2D surfaces from the im-
ages provided by the cameras 500, 501 and 502 are
shown. Stage 1010 is explained in detail in figure 7B.
From the 3D image of the plume of the GHG emitted at
time t (stage 1010), an algorithm for obtaining differences
between 3D images of the plume of the GHG emitted
into the atmosphere by the reactor of the WWTP at time
instants t and t-1 and for storing those differences in a
database is applied (stage 1020). This algorithm is an
algorithm of digital image volumetric correlation. Stage
1020 is explained in detail in figure 7C. Finally, from those
differences between 3D images at time instants t and t-
1, an algorithm for obtaining an instantaneous mass flow
(mg/s) of the GHG emitted into the atmosphere by the
reactor of the WWTP at time instant t, and for storing the
results in a database is applied (stage 1030). Stage 1030
is explained in detail in figure 7D. The method of gas
quantification for determining the mass flow of the GHG
emitted into the atmosphere by the reactor 100 at time
instant t is thus ended (stage 1040).
[0052] Figure 7B shows a flow diagram of a portion of
the method of gas quantification of figure 7A, in which
stage 1010 (obtaining a 3D image) is more detailed. In
other words, in figure 7B the algorithm for obtaining a 3D
image of the plume of the GHG emitted into the atmos-
phere by the reactor of the WWTP at time t is explained
in detail. As already explained regarding figure 7A, at
time instant t, a 2D image taken by camera 500 is read
ant stored in a database (stage 1001 a), a 2D image
taken by camera 501 is read ant stored in a database
(stage 1001 b) and a 2D image taken by camera 502 is
read ant stored in a database (stage 1001c). From the
2D images obtained from respective cameras 500, 501,
502, firstly, 2D surfaces 200a, 200a’, 200b, 200b’, 200c,
200c’ and their respective contour surfaces need to be
obtained. This is done by first (stages 1012a, 1012b,
1012c) obtaining a directrix for each 2D image captured
by each camera 500, 501, 502 at time instant t and then
(stages 1013a, 1013b, 1013c) obtaining, contour lines
parallel to the directrix of respective 2D images, and cor-
responding contour surfaces. The directrix for each 2D
image (stages 1012a, 1012b, 1012c) are obtained by ap-
plying systems identification (neural network). In stages
1013a, 1013b, 1013c the respective directrixes and cor-
responding contour lines and contour surfaces are stored
in a database. Secondly, various volumetric surfaces and

associated partial solids are constructed by superimpos-
ing the contour lines (or curves parallel to the directrix)
and corresponding contour surfaces associated to each
of the three 2D images obtained from respective cameras
500, 501, 502, and the generatrixes that are formed when
passing through each of the points of each contour line.
By fitting the obtained volumetric surfaces and associat-
ed partial solids, the final solid or volume 200’ corre-
sponding to the GHG plume 200 is obtained (stage 1014).
[0053] In other words, in order to obtain the 2D surfaces
200a, 200a’, 200b, 200b’, 200c, 200c’ and their respec-
tive contour surfaces from which the resulting 3D images
are obtained, a mathematical equation or non-linear
model corresponding to each of the three original 2D im-
ages provided by cameras 500, 501 and 502 is deter-
mined. This is done by applying system identification
techniques (stages 1012a, 1012b, 1012c in figure 7B).
In particular, this is done by applying a recurrent artificial
neural network (ANN) having supervised learning and
discrete data processing capacity. In particular, the com-
bination of the three 2D images is introduced into the
artificial neural network, taking into account their main
approximate angles of curvature. The equation obtained
in respective stages 1012a, 1012b and 1012c represents
the directrix of the surface to be constructed. In other
words, in stage 1012a a directrix (or 2D image non-linear
model) for the 2D image obtained from camera 500 is
obtained; in stage 1012b a directrix (or 2D image non-
linear model) for the 2D image obtained from camera 501
is obtained; and in stage 1012c a directrix (or 2D image
non-linear model) for the 2D image obtained from camera
502 is obtained. The three directrixes are stored in a da-
tabase. Next (stages 1013a, 1013b, 1013c), various vol-
umetric surfaces and associated partial solids are con-
structed by superimposing the contour lines (or curves
parallel to the directrix) and corresponding contour sur-
faces associated to each of the three 2D images obtained
from respective cameras 500, 501, 502, and the gener-
atrixes that are formed when passing through each of
the points of each contour line. In other words, in stages
1013a 1013b, 1013c, for each 2D image captured by
each camera 500, 501, 502 at a time instant t, the contour
lines and corresponding contour surfaces parallel to the
directrix are obtained, and the generatrixes are also ob-
tained. They are stored in a database. Finally, once the
volumetric surfaces and associated partial solids have
been created, a corresponding solid or volume 200’ is
obtained (stage 1014). This solid or volume 200’ repre-
sents the 3D image corresponding to the GHG plume
200. The output of stage 1014 in figure 7B corresponds
to the output of stage 1010 in figure 7A.
[0054] Referring again to figure 7A, an algorithm for
obtaining differences between consecutive (obtained at
time instants t-1, t) 3D images (obtained at stage 1010)
of the plume of the GHG emitted into the atmosphere is
applied (stage 1020). Figure 7C shows a flow diagram
of stage 1020 in figure 7A. In other words, in figure 7C
the algorithm for obtaining differences between 3D im-
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ages of the plume of the GHG emitted into the atmos-
phere by the reactor of the WWTP at time instants t and
t-1, is explained in detail. First, the 3D image correspond-
ing to the plume of the GHG emitted into the atmosphere
at time instant t is received (stage 1021). Then, at stage
1022 a genetic optimization algorithm for maximizing an
interpolated correlation coefficient is executed. If such
maximization is not obtained (stage 1023), the algorithm
comes back to stage 1022, in order to execute again the
genetic optimization algorithm. This is repeated until an
optimized interpolated correlation coefficient is obtained.
When such maximization is obtained, differences be-
tween 3D images in time instant t and t-1 are obtained
and the result is stored in a database (stage 1024).
[0055] Turning back to figure 7A, the method for quan-
tifying gases (algorithm 700a of figure 2) ends with stage
1030, in which an algorithm for obtaining the mass flow
of GHGs emitted by the reactor 100 of the WWTP at time
instant t is completed. This algorithm for obtaining the
mass flow is described in figure 7D. First, the differences
between 3D images in time instant t and t-1 are received
(stage 1031). Then, in stage 1032, the volumetric image
flow rate of the GHG emission produced in the WWTP
reactor at time t is determined (m3/s). This volumetric
image flow rate is obtained by processing the identified
volumetric differences between the 3D images of the time
instant t and the time instant t-1 (t> 0) obtained in stage
1024 of figure 7C. Then, the quantification measure of
the GHG emissions emitted in the WWTP reactor, that
is to say, the instantaneous mass flow (mg/s) at time
instant t, is obtained in stage 1033 from a calibrated and
normalized parameter of gas concentration per cubic me-
ter of image (mg/m3) and from the volumetric image flow
rate of GHG emission at time instant t (m3/s) determined
in stage 1032.
[0056] The concentration of gas per cubic meter of im-
age (mg/m3) previously indicated and used to obtain the
instantaneous mass flow (in units of mg/s) at time t, is
preferably obtained by applying a previous calibration
process carried out in a start-up stage. The calibration
process is disclosed next with reference to figure 9, de-
scribing the algorithm for gas calibration 700b. In order
to carry out the calibration, a calibration system compris-
ing gas sensors 900 positioned forming a matrix on the
reactor 100 is used. Different configurations of calibration
systems are shown in figures 8A, 8B and 8C. The cali-
bration system may vary depending on the size of the
reactor 100. Figure 8A shows a schematic plant view of
a GHG calibration system for a WWTP having small-size
reactors 100, that is to say, reactors whose section has
sides or diameters equal to or less than 25 meters. This
calibration system includes a set of cables 800a fixed to
safety handrails 800b surrounding the reactor 100 or to
a set of vertical poles 800c provided with counterweights
800d around the reactor (for example at the edges there-
of). The cables 800a may be fixed to handrails 800b or
to vertical poles 800c depending on the vertical distance
or height existing between the maximum height of the

water sheet of the reactor 100 and the one upper end of
safety handrail 800b. If the maximum height of the water
sheet is less than a certain height, for example less than
3 m, it is necessary to use vertical poles 800c, such as
extension rods, so that the sensors 900 are positioned
at a suitable height above the water sheet of the reactor
100. The cables 800a are placed preferably aligned,
forming a matrix, from end to end of opposite ends of the
reactor. The cables 800a are disposed both from end to
end of the shortest sides of the reactor and from end to
end of the longest sides of the reactor (assuming a par-
ticular embodiment of a reactor having rectangular sec-
tion). The sensors 900 are preferably disposed at a dis-
tance of between 5 and 6 m from each other, thus forming
a matrix which gives rise to niches of area between 30
m2 and 36 m2 approximately.
[0057] Figure 8B shows a schematic plant view of a
GHG calibration system for a WWTP for a WWTP having
large-size reactors 100, that is to say, reactors whose
section has sides or diameters greater than 25 meters.
This calibration system includes a floating platform 800e
on which an array or matrix 800f of sensors 900 is in-
stalled. Preferably, the array 800f of sensors 900 is
shaped such that niches of approximately 36 m2 area
are formed. Figure 8C also shows a GHG calibration sys-
tem based on sensors for a WWTP having big-size re-
actors. The sensors 900 transmit in real time captured
data related to atmospheric gas concentration in the en-
vironment in which the sensors are disposed to repeating
means 600a through which data are sent to a server in
the cloud 700. For this purpose, the sensors include em-
bedded communication devices, preferably wireless
communication devices, for data transmission and re-
ception. The repeating means 600a is also preferably
wireless. The server in the cloud 700 houses an algorithm
for gas calibration 700b, in charge of obtaining the aver-
age concentration of gas emitted in the WWTP reactor
in each cubic meter of the atmosphere (mg/m3). Calibra-
tion systems for small-size reactors also include commu-
nication devices for data transmission/reception to/from
the cloud 700.
[0058] Once the calibration system (either according
to figure 8A or to figure 8B) is installed, it is operated in
time cycles, for example in 24 h cycles. The number of
cycles is dependent on the calibration result obtained by
the calibration algorithm described below and on the size
of the reactor 100. In a small reactor 100 the calibration
system (sensors 900) covers the entire reactor 100. This
means that in each calibration cycle the reactor 100 is
swept in its entirety by the sensors. Therefore, the
number of cycles to be performed depends on the cali-
bration accuracy obtained after n cycles. In a large reac-
tor 100, the sensor system 900 covers only a limited area
of the reactor upper surface. This means that in order to
be able to sweep the reactor 100 in its entirety, the sensor
system 900 must be shifted over time from one zone to
another zone of the reactor 100. If in order to sweep the
reactor’s upper surface 100 completely it is necessary to
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carry out m physical displacements, so at least m cali-
bration cycles of 24 hours will be carried out. If in each
calibration zone it is necessary to carry out nm calibration
cycles per calibration zone, then it will be necessary to
carry out m* nm calibration cycles of 24 hours. In a par-
ticular implementation, sensors 900 capture and output
data (to be processed in the cloud) at a sampling fre-
quency preferably varying between 10 and 5 Hz (be-
tween every 100 ms and 200 ms).
[0059] Referring now to the flow diagram of figure 9, it
represents an algorithm for gas calibration 700b, in
charge of determining the average concentration of gas
emitted in the WWTP reactor in each cubic meter of the
atmosphere (mg/m3). For simplicity purposes, it is de-
scribed for a 24-hour cycle. In a first stage 2001, the data
transmitted by all the sensors 900 during the complete
cycle of k = 24 h are read and stored (at the sampling
rate) in a database. Next, in stage 2002, the mean value
of gas concentration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3)
for each individual sensor is calculated for a cycle k, as
well as the total mean value (including all the sensors)
of gas concentration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3),
for cycle k. These values are statistically analyzed over
time. If (stage 2003) the gas concentration per cubic me-
ter of image (mg/m3) accuracy for each individual sensor
and the gas concentration per cubic meter of image
(mg/m3) accuracy of the total mean value is within a cer-
tain range, or a maximum number of cycles kmax has
been reached (stage 2004), then a mean value of gas
concentration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3) is de-
termined (stage 2006) and the calibration is terminated
(stage 2007). If (stage 2003) the gas concentration per
cubic meter of image (mg/m3) accuracy for each individ-
ual sensor and the gas concentration per cubic meter of
image (mg/m3) accuracy of the total mean value is not
within a certain range and a maximum number of cycles
kmax has not been reached (stage 2004), then an analysis
of the areas (covered by sensors) in which largest gas
concentration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3) accura-
cy misalignments have occurred is performed, and op-
tionally physical recalibration of the involved sensors is
suggested (stage 2005). The gas concentration per cubic
meter of image (mg/m3) accuracy criterion is determined
by applying a standard deviation based statistical anal-
ysis. The standard deviation is calculated for two sets of
discrete samples: (i) the total set of values of all sensors
900, in which case the population standard deviation for-
mula is applied; ii) the total set of values of each sensor
900 of the set of sensors that make up the calibration
system, in which case the standard deviation formula is
applied. Both calculations are carried out at two levels:
for the current cycle k and for all cycles analyzed up to
that time. Preferably, the criterion of stop or criterion of
convergence of the calibration process by accuracy is
determined on the basis of deviation values up to 15%.
If the stop or convergence criterion is not met and the
maximum number of cycles kmax has not been reached,
a next k+1 calibration cycle is carried out, preferably per-

forming a physical calibration of the sensors whose de-
viation is above a certain threshold (for example greater
than 40%) (stage 2005). Once the calibration is complet-
ed, the average concentration of GHGs emitted in the
WWTP (for example in units of mg/m3) is determined.
This value is used by the gas quantification method as
described in figure 7A (stage 1030) and by the method
for obtaining the mass flow of GHGs emitted in the reactor
at time t (figure 7D) corresponding to step 1030 of the
main algorithm and described in figure 7D.
[0060] Once the calibration process for obtaining an
average GHG emission concentration is finished and the
emission quantification system based on the triangular
configuration of thermographic cameras is installed and
ready to capture and process images, a method for real-
time intelligent and multivariable control for WWTP, re-
ferred to as 700c, can be executed in the cloud 700, as
described with reference to figures 10 and 11.
[0061] Figure 10 illustrates a general overview of the
intelligent and multivariable control system of the inven-
tion, including the algorithm for gas quantification 700a
housed in the cloud 700 an the above mentioned algo-
rithm for real-time intelligent and multivariable control for
WWTP 700c, as well as its connection to a monitoring
and control system (such as SCADA) 2101 housed in a
Control Center 2100 of the WWTP for collecting process
data from the monitoring and control system (from now
on, referred to as SCADA). Among others, the following
information is or can be collected from the SCADA 2101
(online data measured by sensors connected to the
SCADA): total ammonium concentration (NH4

+) in the
effluent; total Phosphorus concentration (TP) in the ef-
fluent; dissolved oxygen (DO) in aerobic reactors; Con-
centration of nitrates (NO3

-) in anoxic reactors; suspend-
ed solids concentration of the mixed liquor (MLSS). The
algorithm 700c for the intelligent and multivariate control
of a WWTP collects the GHG emission quantification da-
ta determined by the algorithm for gas quantification
700a. Similarly, the algorithm 700c for the intelligent and
multivariate control of a WWTP also collects from exter-
nal computing systems (generally represented in figure
10 in the cloud, although they may alternatively belong
to a proprietary network, in sum, either a public or private
cloud) process data and discharge quality data provided
by algorithm 700f, data corresponding to hourly electrical
tariffs (rates) provided by algorithm 700d and meteoro-
logical data provided by algorithm 700e, corresponding
for example to hourly, daily, weekly and biweekly weather
prediction.
[0062] As shown in figure 11, the algorithm 700c for
the intelligent and multivariable control for optimizing the
operation of a WWTP starts (stage 2200) and reads
(stage 2201) from the monitoring and control system
(SCADA) 2101 a set of optimization priorities established
by the persons responsible for the operation of the
WWTP. It is possible to define up to four optimization
objectives individually or simultaneously. At least one,
preferably at least two, and more preferably all of the
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following criteria (objectives) are optimized:

1. Maximum quality of effluent, in order to maximize
the quality of the effluent, defined by at least one,
preferably at least two, and more preferably all of the
following parameters: Chemical Oxygen Demand
(COD) or Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD5, BOD
analyzed at 5 days), Total Suspended Solids (TSS),
Total Nitrogen (TN), Nitrates (NO3

-), Ammonium
(NH4) and Total Phosphorus (TP).
2. Maximum energy efficiency, in order to maximize
energy efficiency, defined by the total energy con-
sumption of the WWTP in kWh per m3 of treated
wastewater.
3. Maximum economic efficiency, in order to maxi-
mize the economic efficiency, defined by the total
cost of operation of the WWTP (in euros per m3 of
treated wastewater).
4. Minimum GHG emission, in order to minimize the
GHG emissions from the WWTP, quantified by the
gas quantification algorithm 700a (mg/s).

[0063] Next (stage 2202), the algorithm 700c for the
intelligent and multivariable control of the WWTP cap-
tures all of the above-mentioned WWTP process online
data, including the GHG emissions data determined by
the algorithm 700a for gas quantification, the algorithm
for obtaining the hourly electric rate data 700d, the algo-
rithm for obtaining meteorological data 700e and the al-
gorithm for process data and discharge quality data 700f.
These data are virtualized, that is, replicated and stored
in a remote database and decoupled from the database
of the WWTP, thus feeding the database on which the
data analysis performs the optimization algorithm of the
algorithm 700c for the intelligent and multivariable control
of a WWTP (stage 2400 and figure 12).
[0064] After stage 2202, the algorithm 700c for the in-
telligent and multivariate control of a WWTP is ready to
execute the algorithm for optimization (stage 2400). The
optimization is carried out from the process data and dis-
charge quality data provided by algorithm 700f, electric
tariff rate data provided by algorithm 700d, meteorolog-
ical data provided by algorithm 700e and instant values
of mass flow of the greenhouse gases provided by algo-
rithm 700a. Preferably, the calibration of the WWTP mod-
el is previously executed (stage 2300). In stage 2300,
the capacity of reproducing the WWTP model by simu-
lation is analyzed. It represents the basis of the optimi-
zation algorithm, since it provides it with predictive ca-
pacity.
[0065] The generation of the WWTP model, as well as
the calibration of the volumetric flow rate of the GHG
emission, are preferably carried out prior to the execution
of the algorithm for intelligent and multivariable control
of the WWTP. Continuous verification of the reproduction
capacity of the model and of the need for a new calibration
of the model is performed during execution of the algo-
rithm for intelligent and multivariable control of the

WWTP, if applicable.
[0066] Figure 13 shows a flow diagram of the algorithm
for generating a WWTP model according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. Figure 13 depicts such a genera-
tion process of the WWTP model. Once started (stage
2600), the model generation process collects and at the
same time virtualizes all the historical data of the avail-
able WWTP (process data, discharge quality data, ener-
gy data, economic data, GHG emissions data, energy
tariff data, meteorological data). This is done at stage
2601. In the context of the present invention, virtualiza-
tion refers to storing in a remote database, dissociated
from the WWTP database. Such historical data, generally
available in large quantities from both online acquisition
and communication systems and process (such as sen-
sors, meters and analyzers that are installed online), as
well as off-line systems (such as laboratory analytical
management systems, process and equipment mainte-
nance management systems, or incident management
systems), are heterogeneous, have a very diverse na-
ture, are acquired and recorded at different sampling fre-
quencies, so that in order to use them in combination, it
is necessary to normalize them. The method for model
generation described in figure 13 normalizes the types,
time base, sampling frequency and scale of the data
(stage 2602). In step 2603, the normalized historical data
is fed into a WWTP model generator which, like the al-
gorithm 700a for gas quantification, in charge of recon-
structing the 3D image 200’ corresponding to the GHG
gases emitted into the atmosphere by the reactor 100 of
the WWTP (described in figure 7B), uses them in a re-
current artificial neural network having supervised learn-
ing and discrete data processing capacity. A model of
the WWTP is thus generated. The generation of the mod-
el, carried out in stages 2603 to 2606 (figure 13), is an
iterative process that ends when a faithful reproduction
of the model is achieved and checked against the actual
data off the WWTP. The criterion of stop or criterion of
convergence is based on the analysis of the standard
deviation of the main operational variables of the process
(discharge (Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) or Biolog-
ical Oxygen Demand (BOD5, BOD analyzed at 5 days),
Total Suspended Solids (TSS), Total Nitrogen (TN), Ni-
trates (NO3

-), Ammonium (NH4
+) and Total Phosphorus

(TP)) and intermediate process variables (such as dis-
solved oxygen (DO) concentration in aerobic reactors
and blowers aeration flow rate, concentration of nitrates
(NO3

-) in anoxic reactors, concentration of the mixed liq-
uor suspended solids (MLSS), internal recirculation flow
rate, external recirculation flow rate; energy consump-
tion; GHG emissions), analyzing the standard deviation
variable to variable and at sets of variables that have a
known correlation per process. A criterion of stop or con-
vergence is established having a certain standard devi-
ation (for example, of 15%) for the individual variables
analyzed and a certain standard deviation (for example,
of 20%) for the correlated sets of variables. Once the
artificial neural network has converged, it is considered
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that the WWTP model is defined and ready to be simu-
lated by the optimization algorithm (figure 12) of the al-
gorithm for the intelligent and multivariate control of a
WWTP.
[0067] In relation to the algorithm for generating a
WWTP model of figure 13, figure 14 shows a flow diagram
of an algorithm for calibrating the WWTP model used by
the algorithm for intelligent, multivariable control of figure
11 (stage 2300). This algorithm for calibrating the WWTP
model (figure 14) is aimed at determining whether it is
necessary or not to calibrate again the model prior to
executing the optimization algorithm (step 2400 of figure
11). The WWTP model calibration algorithm of figure 14
is equivalent to the WWTP model generating algorithm
of figure 13, differing from this latter algorithm in an initial
stage 2302 of verification of the need for calibration. In
this stage 2302 of verification of the need for calibration,
the criteria for reproducibility fidelity of the simulation are
analyzed with respect to the actual data of the WWTP
based on the analysis of the standard deviation. It also
differs from the above mentioned algorithm in the set of
new historical data virtualized since the last calibration.
This algorithm for calibrating the WWTP model (figure
14) endows the intelligent and multivariate control system
with real-time model autocalibration capability, providing
it with a very high degree of robustness and reliability.
[0068] Finally, figure 12 describes the mathematical
optimization algorithm, in charge of the continuous and
real-time optimization of the main operating parameters
offered by the intelligent and multivariable control sys-
tem. The mathematical optimization is based on a sim-
ulation of a WWTP model, which results in a set of optimal
operation parameters determined by the intelligent and
multivariable control system and method, at each time
instant t. Among the operating variables to be optimized
are some or all the following: control loop setpoint for
effluent ammonium (NH4

+) concentration; control loop
setpoint for ferric chloride dosage (FeCl3) for physico-
chemical phosphorus removal at the end of the biological
treatment; control loop setpoint for DO concentration of
aerobic reactors; control loop setpoint for nitrate (NO3

-)
concentration in the anoxic reactors or internal recircu-
lation flow rate; control loop setpoint of mixed liquor solids
concentration (MLSS) or SRT (solids retention time);
HRT (hydraulic retention time); flow rate of the blowers,
operating pressure of the blowers. At least one, prefer-
ably at least two, and more preferably all of the former
operating variables are simultaneously optimized.
[0069] Once initiated (stage 2400), the mathematical
optimization algorithm defines (stage 2401) an objective
function of the mathematical optimization to be carried
out based on the priorities of the optimization criteria es-
tablished by the persons responsible for the operation of
the WWTP and on their corresponding restrictions. This
is done through the SCADA 2101 housed in the control
center 2100 of the WWTP, as indicated in figure 10. In
regards to the optimization criteria, the algorithm consid-
ers four types: 1) criteria of optimization of treated waste-

water quality (effluent quality in absolute terms, effluent
quality in relative terms or discharge yield); 2) energy
optimization criteria (minimization of energy consump-
tion, maximization of energy efficiency, optimization of
the energy balance between consumption and energy
production); 3) economic optimization criteria (minimiza-
tion of the economic cost of the energy consumed, max-
imization of the economic benefit of the energy produced,
maximization of the cost-benefit ratio of the balance be-
tween energy consumed and energy produced, minimi-
zation of consumption of chemical reagents); 4) air qual-
ity criteria or GHG emissions (emission of N2O, CO2
and/or CH4). Such optimization criteria are set in the form
of objective function (single-objective or multi-objective).
At least one, preferably at least two, and more preferably
all of the following operation variables of the wastewater
treatment plant are optimized (2400): control loop set-
point for effluent ammonium (NH4

+) concentration; con-
trol loop setpoint for ferric chloride dosage (FeCl3) for
physicochemical phosphorus removal at the end of the
biological treatment; control loop setpoint for DO concen-
tration of aerobic reactors; control loop setpoint for nitrate
(NO3

-) concentration in the anoxic reactor or internal re-
circulation flow rate; control loop setpoint of solids con-
centration in the mixed liquor (MLSS) or SRT (solids re-
tention time); HRT (hydraulic retention time); flow rate of
the blowers; and operating pressure of the blowers.
[0070] Once the people responsible for the operation
of the WWTP have established the optimization criteria
and their priorities through the SCADA 2101 housed in
the Control Center 2100 of the WWTP (figure 10), the
process of mathematical optimization starts. The math-
ematical optimization is performed in stages 2402 to
2406 (figure 12) by means of an evolutionary optimization
algorithm, namely, a genetic algorithm that is executed
iteratively and whose criterion of stop or convergence is
given by no longer improvement of the population. In step
2402, a genetic algorithm is constructed, which implies
constructing the initial population of chromosomes, the
evolution rules of said chromosomes, and the criteria of
stop or convergence. The chromosomes of the popula-
tion represent the operating variables to be optimized,
while the stop criteria are defined based on the objective
function. The chromosomes have results (a set of values
for the variables to be optimized) associated thereto. The
target function (objective function) has already been de-
fined in stage 2401, based on the set of optimization pri-
orities (variables to be optimized). The criterion of stop
is based on checking that the population of the set of
chromosomes does not improve, that is to say, that the
genetic optimum has been achieved (the values of the
variables to be optimized cannot be improved). In sum,
the variables that form the target function are the varia-
bles under evaluation in each cycle of execution of the
genetic algorithm.
[0071] Once the genetic algorithm is constructed
(stage 2402), the optimization process starts. In step
2403, the last available WWTP data set is retrieved and
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the initial start point is set. In particular, the simulator to
be launched by the genetic algorithm in each iteration of
the mathematical optimization is fed with the last online
available data of the WWTP and with the necessary his-
torical data. In stage 2404 the mathematical optimization
process is started by launching the genetic algorithm and
executing it iteratively until it reaches the convergence
criterion. In each iteration, the operation of the WWTP is
simulated using the previously generated and calibrated
WWTP model. Once the convergence criterion has been
reached, the execution of the genetic algorithm is
stopped. The mathematical optimization process is also
stopped. The values of the operation variables represent-
ed by the best chromosome sets represent the optimal
solution and, therefore, the optimal values of the operat-
ing variables. These optimum operating values deter-
mined by the optimization algorithm (figure 12) are sent
in real time to the SCADA 2101 housed in the control
center 2100 of the WWTP (figure 10), so that they can
be used to command the corresponding control loops in
optimized manner.
[0072] In this way, the real-time intelligent and multi-
variable control system and method for waste water treat-
ment plants (WWTP) provide multiple input multiple out-
put (MIMO) control capacity and optimize the operation
of a WWTP based on multiple objectives established by
the people responsible for the WWTP operation. Among
these objectives are maximizing the air quality or mini-
mizing the GHG emissions produced in the WWTP. A
method and system for the quantification of direct emis-
sion of GHG produced in the WWTP are also disclosed,
based on a system of triangular configuration of thermo-
graphic cameras.
[0073] Throughout this document, the word "compris-
es" and variants thereof (such as "comprising", etc.) must
not be interpreted as having an exclusive meaning, in
other words, they do not exclude the possibility of what
is being described incorporating other elements, steps,
etc.
[0074] At the same time, the invention is not limited to
the specific embodiments described herein and also ex-
tends, for example, to variants that may be embodied by
an average person skilled in the art (for example, with
regard to the choice of materials, dimensions, compo-
nents, configuration, etc.), within the scope of what is
inferred from the claims.

Claims

1. A method for quantifying greenhouse gases emis-
sions produced by a reactor (100) in a wastewater
treatment plant, comprising:

at time instant t, obtaining (1001a, 1001b,
1001c) a first 2D image from a first camera (500),
a first 2D image from a second camera (501)
and a first 2D image from a third camera (502),

said first 2D images corresponding to views of
the plume of the greenhouse gases emitted by
said reactor (100) at time instant t;
obtaining (1010) a first 3D image of the plume
of the emitted greenhouse gases from said first
2D images;
at time instant t+1, obtaining (1001 a, 1001 b,
1001 c) a second 2D image from the first camera
(500), a second 2D image from the second cam-
era (501) and a second 2D image from the third
camera (502), said second 2D images corre-
sponding to views of the plume of the green-
house gases emitted by said reactor (100) at
time instant t+1;
obtaining (1010) a second 3D image of the
plume of the emitted greenhouse gases from
second 2D images;
obtaining (1020) differences between said first
and second 3D images;
obtaining (1030) from said differences a mass
flow of the greenhouse gases emitted by said
reactor (100) at time instant t+1.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said stage of obtain-
ing (1010) a first 3D image of the plume of the emitted
greenhouse gases from said first 2D images is done
as follows:

for each 2D image captured by each camera
(500, 501, 502), applying an artificial neural net-
work for obtaining (1012a, 1012b, 1012c) a di-
rectrix for each 2D image;
obtaining (1013a, 1013b, 1013c) contour lines
and corresponding contour surfaces parallel to
each directrix, and generatrixes for each 2D im-
age, thus obtaining a volumetric surface and as-
sociated partial solid;
from said partial solids, obtaining said 3D image.

3. The method of either claim 1 or 2, wherein said stage
of obtaining (1020) differences between said first and
second 3D images, is done as follows:

receiving (1021) 3D images corresponding to
the plume of the GHG emitted into the atmos-
phere at a certain time instant;
applying (1022) a genetic optimization algorithm
based on digital image volumetric correlation to
said 3D images for maximizing an interpolated
correlation coefficient;
repeating the former stage (1022) until an opti-
mized interpolated correlation coefficient is ob-
tained;
obtaining (1024) differences between 3D imag-
es at consecutive time instants.

4. The method of any preceding claims, wherein said
stage of obtaining (1030) from said differences a
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mass flow of the greenhouse gases emitted by said
reactor (100), is done as follows:

receiving (1031) said differences between con-
secutive 3D images;
determining (1032) the volumetric image flow
rate of the greenhouse gases emission pro-
duced by the reactor (100) by processing the
identified volumetric differences between said
3D images;
determining (1033) an instantaneous mass flow
of greenhouse gases emission from said volu-
metric image flow rate of the greenhouse gases
emission produced by the reactor (100) and from
a calibrated and normalized parameter of gas
concentration emitted in the WWTP reactor in
each cubic meter of the atmosphere (mg/m3).

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said calibrated and
normalized parameter of gas concentration emitted
in the WWTP reactor in each cubic meter of the at-
mosphere (mg/m3) is obtained by applying the fol-
lowing calibration process:

receiving (2001) data captured by a plurality of
sensors (900) disposed above the reactor (100)
surface from which greenhouse gases are emit-
ted, during a certain time cycle k,
calculating (2002) a mean value of gas concen-
tration per cubic meter of image (mg/m3) for
each individual sensor (900) for said cycle k and
a total mean value of gas concentration per cu-
bic meter of image (mg/m3) corresponding to all
the sensors from said plurality of sensors (900)
for said time cycle k;
determining (2009) a mean value of the concen-
tration of greenhouse gases emitted by the re-
actor (100) in each cubic meter of the atmos-
phere (mg/m3) over said time cycle k.

6. A method of multivariable control for optimizing the
operation of a wastewater treatment plant, compris-
ing:

gathering (2201) from a monitoring and control
system (2101) a set of optimization priorities es-
tablished for the operation of the wastewater
treatment plant;
gathering and virtualizing (2202) process data
and discharge quality data (700f), electric tariff
rate data (700d), meteorological data (700e)
and instant values of mass flow of the green-
house gases (700a) emitted by the reactor (100)
obtained over time by the method according to
claim 1;
optimizing (2400) from said process data and
discharge quality data (700f), electric tariff rate
data (700d), meteorological data (700e) and in-

stant values of mass flow of the greenhouse gas-
es (700a) at least one, preferably at least two,
and more preferably all of the following operation
variables of the wastewater treatment plant con-
trol loop setpoint for effluent ammonium (NH4

+)
concentration; control loop setpoint for ferric
chloride dosage (FeCl3) for physicochemical
phosphorus removal at the end of the biological
treatment; control loop setpoint for DO concen-
tration of aerobic reactors; control loop setpoint
for nitrate (NO3

-) concentration in the anoxic re-
actor or internal recirculation flow rate; control
loop setpoint of solids concentration in the mixed
liquor (MLSS) or SRT (solids retention time);
HRT (hydraulic retention time); flow rate of the
blowers; and operating pressure of the blowers.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said set of optimi-
zation priorities comprises at least one, preferably
at least two, and more preferably all of the following
criteria:

maximum quality of effluent, defined by at least
one, preferably at least two,
and more preferably all of the following param-
eters Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) or Bio-
logical Oxygen Demand (BOD5, BOD analyzed
at 5 days), Total Suspended Solids (TSS), Total
Nitrogen (TN), Nitrates (NO3

-),
Ammonium (NH4) and Total Phosphorus (TP).
maximum energy efficiency, defined by the total
energy consumption of the WWTP.
maximum economic efficiency, defined by the
total cost of operation of the WWTP.
minimum GHG emission, quantified by the
method according to claim 1.

8. The method of either claim 6 or 7, wherein said stage
of optimizing (2400) operation parameters of the
wastewater treatment plant, comprises:

defining (2401) an objective function based on
said a set of optimization priorities;
building (2402) a genetic algorithm and estab-
lishing initial population, evolution rules and cri-
teria of stop or convergence;
feeding (2403) a simulation of the wastewater
treatment plant to be launched by said genetic
algorithm with the last available values of said
process data and discharge quality data (700f)
and instant values of mass flow of the green-
house gases (700a) emitted by the reactor (100)
obtained over time by the method according to
claim 1, electric tariff data (700d) and meteoro-
logical data (700e);
launching (2404) said genetic algorithm which
in turn launches a simulation of the wastewater
treatment plant from a wastewater treatment
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plant model;
stopping the genetic algorithm when said estab-
lished criteria of stop or convergence have been
reached and retrieving the optimized operation
parameters of the wastewater treatment plant.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising calibrating
(2300) said wastewater treatment plant model prior
to executing said optimization (2400).

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising generating
a wastewater treatment plant model.

11. A system (10) for online quantification of greenhouse
gases emissions produced in a wastewater treat-
ment plant comprising at least one reactor (100), the
system comprising:

three thermographic cameras (500, 501, 502)
disposed in the proximity of said reactor (100),
wherein each thermographic camera is dis-
posed perpendicular to the other two cameras,
wherein each camera is configured to repeated-
ly capture images of the greenhouse gases emit-
ted by said reactor (100);
means for online processing the images cap-
tured by said three thermographic cameras
(500, 501, 502) and for obtaining 3D images of
the plume of the greenhouse gases emitted by
said reactor (100);
means for obtaining differences between con-
secutive 3D images and for storing said differ-
ences;
means for obtaining from said differences a
mass flow of the greenhouse gases emitted by
said reactor (100) at different time instants.

12. The system (10) of claim 11, further comprising
means (601, 602, 603, 600a) for sending the images
captured by said cameras (500, 501, 502) to a server
in the cloud (700).

13. The system (10) of claim 12, wherein said means
(601, 602, 603, 600a) comprise communication de-
vices (601, 602, 603) embedded or attached to said
cameras (500, 501, 502) and a repeater (600a).

14. The system (10) of any preceding claims from 11 to
13, wherein said thermographic cameras (500, 501,
502) operate at the mid-wavelength infrared (MWIR)
band, thus being configured to detect the N2O, CO2
and CH4 gases.

15. The system (10) of any preceding claims from 11 to
14, further comprising a calibration system compris-
ing a plurality of gas sensors (900) positioned form-
ing a matrix above the reactor (100) surface from
which greenhouse gases are emitted.
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