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(54) METOD FOR PREPARING 
N-(2-METHYL-5-NITROPHENYL)-4-(PYRIDIN-3-YL)PYRIMIDIN-2-AMINE

(57) The invention relates to a method for preparing
N-(2-Methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimi-
din-2-amine, a compound from the group of 2-aminopy-
rimidine derivatives, which is the precursor of active phar-
maceutical ingredients, in particular imatinib.

The method of production of N-(2-methyl-5-nitroph-
enyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine or other 2-pyrimi-
dineamine lies in that 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyri-
dyl)prop-2-en-1-one, after being mixed with 1-(2-me-
thyl-5-nitrophenyl)-guanidine nitrate and an alkali hy-
droxide, preferably sodium hydroxide dissolved in a sol-
vent in the form of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), is sub-
jected to coupling reaction under a pressure from 1 to 50
MPa in a rotating microwave field, with an absorbed mi-

crowave power volumetric density contained in the range
from 1 W/cm3 to 1 MW/cm3. The coupling process is
preferably conducted at a temperature from 300 to 773K,
wherein the volumetric density of microwave power ab-
sorbed by the reaction system under isothermal process
conditions is controlled during the synthesis process.

In a variant of the method, the reagents are subjected
to coupling reaction in a microwave reactor, in which the
reaction vessel is placed in a container equipped with at
least two microwave ports supplying microwave energy
to the reagents positioned in the reaction vessel by
means of electrodes that are isolated from the reagents
by a dielectric layer and play the role of coupling ele-
ments.
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Description

[0001] The subject of the invention is the method of preparing N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-
amine, a compound from the group of 2-aminopyrimidine derivatives, which is the precursor of Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (APIs).
[0002] The derivative of N-(2-Methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine is a substrate for production of
imatinib mesylate and 4-methyl-3-(4-pyridin-3-yl-pyrimidin-2-yl-amine)-phenylamine-2,5-dichloro-4-hydroxy-3,6-dioxo-
cyclohexa-1,4-dienol (chloranilic acid N-(5-nitro-2-methylphenyl)-4-(3-pyridyl)-2-pyrimidineamine salt), a substance with
antibacterial and antifungal activity as confirmed by in vitro tests.
[0003] Introduced to medical practice in 2001, imatinib mesylate, as a tyrosine kinase inhibitor, is used for production
of antineoplastic drugs of high effectiveness and low general toxicity. Imatinib mesylate is used primarily in the treatment
of chronic myelogenous leukemia with the presence of the Philadelphia chromosome and acute lymphoblastic leukemia,
and in the treatment of mesenchymal neoplasms of alimentary tract cells and skin fibrosarcomata.
[0004] For the synthesis of imatinib, various substrates can be used, the choice of which and whether they already
contain a heterocyclic ring with two nitrogen atoms or not determines subsequent operations, such as possible substitution
of a nitro group or a lower aldoxyl group for the benzene ring carbon or the substitution of halogens for the carbon atom
in the ring. According to patent EP 0 564 409, N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine is used for
the synthesis of imatinib. The imatinib production method known from international application WO03066613 uses N-(3-
bromo-4-methylphenyl)-4-((4-methylpiperazin-1-yl)methyl)benzamide, which is condensed with 4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimi-
din-2-yl)-amine. The synthesis disclosed in international application WO2004/108699 uses 4-chlorophenyl)-N-{4-methyl-
3-[(4-(pyridin-3-yl)-pyrimidin-2-yl-amino]phenyl}-benzamide, which is condensed with N-methylpiperazine.
[0005] Another tyrosine kinase inhibitor in the form of 4-metylo-N-[3-(4-methyl-1H-imidazol-1-yl)-5-(trifluorome-
thyl)phenyl]-3-[(4-pyridin-3-yl-pyrimid-in-2-yl)amino]benzamide, obtained from N-(2-Methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-
yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, constitutes an active pharmaceutical ingredient known as nilotinib. This compound, similarly as
imatinib, selectively inhibits proliferation and induces apoptosis in the cell lines and primary cells of Philadelphia chro-
mosome leukemia in patients with chronic lymphoblastic leukemia.
[0006] The methods of obtaining N-(5-Nitro-2-methylphenyl)-4-(3-pyridyl)-2-pyrimidineamine known from prior art in-
volve many stages, are time-consuming and require the purification of intermediate products at successive stages of
synthesis, which further reduces the overall product yield. The problem needed to be solved in production of the derivatives
of 2-aminopyridines, including N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, necessary for the produc-
tion of active pharmaceutical ingredients, is to develop a method that would increase the yield of the substance synthesis
process and enhance the product purity profile. It is also important to remove, often harmful, residues of organic solvents
and to eliminate the incomplete homogeneity of the obtained precursors of medicinal substances, despite the high
production costs resulting from the multi-stage and time-consuming processes.
[0007] Patent EP 1833815 discloses the method of producing the 2-aminopyridine derivative, specifically N-(5-Nitro-
2-methylphenyl)-4-(3-pyridyl)-2-pyrimidineamine, using the tank reactor. The process consists in many-hour heating of
a mixture of 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one and 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate dissolved
in dimethylformamide (DMF) in the presence of sodium hydroxide.
[0008] The Patent Specification EP 0 564 409 teaches the synthesis of imatinib, whereby, at the first stage, 2-methyl-
5-nitroaniline is transformed into 2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl guanidine nitrate which, at the second stage, is condensed with
3-(dimethylamino)-1-(pyridin-3-yl)prop-2-en-1-one to obtain N-(2-Methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-
amine. As a result of the catalytic reduction of the nitro group to the amine group in the latter compound, N-(2-Methyl-
5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine is obtained, which, in turn, is acylated with 4-(4-methylpiperazin-1-yl-
methyl)benzoyl chloride.
[0009] The patent and scientific literature has not reported so far an efficient method for conducting the processes of
production of N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine or other 2-pyrimidineamine derivatives under
high pressure conditions with the participation of microwaves.
[0010] The essence of the method of production of N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine or
other 2-pyrimidineamine, as represented with formula 1, lies in that 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one,
after being mixed with 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate and an alkali hydroxide, preferably sodium hydroxide
dissolved in a solvent in the form of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), is subjected to coupling reaction under a pressure from
1 to 50 MPa, preferably 25 MPa, in a rotary microwave field, with an absorbed microwave power volumetric density
contained in the range from 1 W/cm3 to 1 MW/cm3. The coupling process is preferably conducted at a temperature from
300 do 773K, most preferably at 463K.
[0011] Furthermore, the volumetric density of microwave power absorbed by the reaction system under isothermal
process conditions is preferably controlled during the synthesis process according to the equation: 
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where:

G - denotes the volumetric density of absorbed power [W/cm3],
P - absorbed power [W],
V - volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3].

[0012] The volumetric density of the absorbed microwave power is preferably contained in the range from 20 W/cm3

to 500 W/cm3, and most preferably it is 52.35 W/cm3.
[0013] In a variant of the method, the reagents are subjected to coupling reaction in a microwave reactor, in which the
reaction vessel is placed in a container equipped with at least two microwave ports supplying microwave energy to the
reagents positioned in the reaction vessel by means of electrodes that are isolated from the reagents by a dielectric
layer and play the role of coupling elements. The remaining electrodes are distributed uniformly along the circle and are
supplied from a microwave power source with a phase shift by an angle of 360°/N, where N is the number of electrodes.
The reactor allows the method according to the invention to be carried out in the flow of the reagents by a continuous
method. Whereas, the high yield reagent reactor residence time is used in the range from 1 millisecond to 30 minutes,
preferably 10 minutes.
[0014] The method of production of N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine according to the in-
vention guarantees a fast and controlled synthesis process, whereas, it enables a high-purity product to be obtained
precisely and selectively and at high quantitative yield. The application of the method considerably shortens the reagent
synthesis time and enhances the purity of the obtained products with an increased energy efficiency of the process. The
reduced demand for the reagents, the possibility of using cheaper solvents, the improvement in the quality of the obtained
synthesis products, and the control of the synthesis process being much better compared to traditional methods, including
also processes carried out in containers, are all not without significance, either.
[0015] An advantage of the invention is the fact that using microwaves as the source of energy for the reaction solutions
improves the yield and reduces the time of the synthesis, while enhancing the purity of the synthesis products. This is
important, as the overall output of conventional synthesis is often very low due to the length of the process and its multi-
stage nature.
[0016] As against synthesis conducted in tank reactors, in the process carried out in the microwave reactor known
from Polish Patent Application No. P.395 891 no reagent concentration gradients nor temperature gradients occur, and
the duration of reaction mix heating up and cooling down to preset process parameters is reduced. This reactor provides
a highly homogeneous distribution of the rotating microwave field with the precise control of the field shape, which allows
measuring sensors to be introduced into the reactor. Using the flow reactor for the method according to the invention
significantly enhances the technical security of chemical compound synthesis processes and allows them to be conducted
in a continuous manner.
[0017] The subject of the invention is illustrated by examples of the embodiment of the method.

Example 1

[0018] A previously prepared reaction mix dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), containing: 3-(dimethylamino)-
1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one at a molar concentration of 2.19 mol/dm3, 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate at a
molar concentration of 2.19 mol/dm3 and sodium hydroxide at a molar concentration of 2.19 mol/dm3, was passed
through the pressure microwave reactor specified in Polish Patent Application No. P.395 891. The reactor was equipped
with four microwave antennas in a rotary system, which provided a homogeneous rotating microwave field. Microwave
energy was supplied to individual microwave antennas with a wave phase shift of 90 degrees. The system was provided
with a reflected power measurement capability. The high-pressure reaction chamber ensured isothermal conditions for
running the process thanks to its construction featuring a thick steel jacket filled with Teflon. The temperature measure-
ment was taken using a thermocouple positioned in the microwave field minimum within the reaction space. The control
of synthesis process selectivity was achieved by controlling the parameter of the volumetric density of power absorbed
by the reaction system under isothermal process conditions. The volumetric density of absorbed power was defined as
the ratio of power absorbed by the system [W] to the volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3], which, in the case at
hand, was 5.73 cm3. The synthesis process was conducted with the following preset parameters: reaction chamber
pressure, 25 MPa; flow rate, 0.573 ml/min; reagent reactor residence time, 10 min; chamber temperature, 463K; and
absorbed power volumetric density, 52.35 W/cm3. The obtained reaction product, N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-
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3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, was crystallized from the post-reaction mix, and then rinsed and dried. N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophe-
nyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine was obtained at an efficiency of 98.00 [w/w%] and a purity of 96.80%. The purity
was confirmed by the 1H NMR, GC-MS and LC-MS techniques.

Example 2

[0019] A previously prepared reaction mix containing: 2.09 mol/dm3 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one,
2.09 mol/dm3 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate and 2.09 mol/dm3 sodium hydroxide dissolved in dimethyl
sulfoxide (DMSO) was passed through the pressure microwave reactor. The reactor was equipped with four microwave
antennas in a rotary system, which provided a homogeneous rotating microwave field. Microwave energy was supplied
to individual microwave antennas with a wave phase shift of 80 degrees. The system was provided with a reflected
power measurement capability. The high-pressure reaction chamber ensured isothermal conditions for running the
process thanks to its construction featuring a thick steel jacket filled with Teflon. The temperature measurement was
taken using a thermocouple positioned in the microwave field minimum within the reaction space. The control of synthesis
process selectivity was achieved by controlling the parameter of the volumetric density of power absorbed by the reaction
system under isothermal process conditions. The volumetric density of absorbed power was defined as the ratio of power
absorbed by the system [W] to the volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3], which, in the case at hand, was 5.63
cm3. The synthesis process was conducted with the following preset parameters: reaction chamber pressure, 25 MPa;
flow rate, 0.563 ml/min; reagent reactor residence time, 10 min; chamber temperature, 453K; and absorbed power
volumetric density, 52.35 W/cm3.
[0020] The obtained reaction product, N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, was crystallized
from the post-reaction mix, and then rinsed and dried. N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine was
obtained at an efficiency of 97.90 [w/w%] and a purity of 96.70%. The purity was confirmed by the 1H NMR, GC-MS and
LC-MS techniques.

Example 3

[0021] A previously prepared reaction mix containing: 2.29 mol/dm3 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one,
2.29 mol/dm3 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate and 2.29 mol/dm3 sodium hydroxide dissolved in dimethyl
sulfoxide (DMSO) was passed through the pressure microwave reactor. The reactor was equipped with four microwave
antennas in a rotary system, which provided a homogeneous rotating microwave field. Microwave energy was supplied
to individual microwave antennas with a wave phase shift of 90 degrees. The system was provided with a reflected
power measurement capability. The high-pressure reaction chamber ensured isothermal conditions for running the
process thanks to its construction featuring a thick steel jacket filled with Teflon. The temperature measurement was
taken using a thermocouple positioned in the microwave field minimum within the reaction space. The control of synthesis
process selectivity was achieved by controlling the parameter of the volumetric density of power absorbed by the reaction
system under isothermal process conditions. The volumetric density of absorbed power was defined as the ratio of power
absorbed by the system [W] to the volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3], which was 5.83 cm3. The synthesis
process was conducted with the following preset parameters: reaction chamber pressure, 25 MPa; flow rate, 0.583
ml/min; reagent reactor residence time, 10 min; chamber temperature, 473K; and absorbed power volumetric density,
52.35 W/cm3. The obtained reaction product, N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, was crystal-
lized from the post-reaction mix, and then rinsed and dried. N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine
was obtained at an efficiency of 97.00 [w/w%] and a purity of 95.80%. The purity was confirmed by the 1H NMR, GC-
MS and LC-MS techniques.

Example 4

[0022] A previously prepared reaction mix containing: 2.09 mol/dm3 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one,
2.09 mol/dm3 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate and 2.09 mol/dm3 sodium hydroxide dissolved in dimethyl
sulfoxide (DMSO) was passed through the pressure microwave reactor. The reactor was equipped with four microwave
antennas in a rotary system, which provided a homogeneous rotating microwave field. Microwave energy was supplied
to individual microwave antennas with a wave phase shift of 90 degrees. The system was provided with a reflected
power measurement capability. The high-pressure reaction chamber ensured isothermal conditions for running the
process thanks to its construction featuring a thick steel jacket filled with Teflon. The temperature measurement was
taken using a thermocouple positioned in the microwave field minimum within the reaction space. The control of synthesis
process selectivity was achieved by controlling the parameter of the volumetric density of power absorbed by the reaction
system under isothermal process conditions. The volumetric density of absorbed power was defined as the ratio of power
absorbed by the system [W] to the volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3], which, in the case at hand, was 5.73



EP 3 333 162 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

cm3. The synthesis process was conducted with the following preset parameters: reaction chamber pressure, 24 MPa;
flow rate, 0.573 ml/min; reagent reactor residence time, 10 min; chamber temperature, 473K; and absorbed power
volumetric density, 52.35 W/cm3. The obtained reaction product, N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-
amine, was crystallized from the post-reaction mix, and then rinsed and dried. N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-
yl)pyrimidin-2-amine was obtained at an efficiency of 99.10 [w/w%] and a purity of 97.50%. The purity was confirmed
by the 1H NMR, GC-MS and LC-MS techniques.

Example 5

[0023] A previously prepared reaction mix dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), containing: 2.39 mol/dm3 3-(dimeth-
ylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one, 2.39 mol/dm3 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate and 2.39 mol/dm3 so-
dium hydroxide dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) was passed through the pressure microwave reactor. The reactor
was equipped with four microwave antennas in a rotary system, which provided a homogeneous rotating microwave
field. Microwave energy was supplied to individual microwave antennas with a wave phase shift of 90 degrees. The
system was provided with a reflected power measurement capability. The high-pressure reaction chamber ensured
isothermal conditions for running the process thanks to its construction featuring a thick steel jacket filled with Teflon.
The temperature measurement was taken using a thermocouple positioned in the microwave field minimum within the
reaction space. The control of synthesis process selectivity was achieved by controlling the parameter of the volumetric
density of power absorbed by the reaction system under isothermal process conditions. The volumetric density of
absorbed power was defined as the ratio of power absorbed by the system [W] to the volume of the reactor’s reaction
space [cm3], which, in the case at hand, was 5.83 cm3. The synthesis process was conducted with the following preset
parameters: reaction chamber pressure, 25 MPa; flow rate, 0.583 ml/min; reagent reactor residence time, 10 min;
chamber temperature, 473K; and absorbed power volumetric density, 53.35 W/cm3. The obtained reaction product,
N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, was crystallized from the post-reaction mix, and then rinsed
and dried in the well-known manner. N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine was obtained at an
efficiency of 98.80 [w/w%] and a purity of 96.95%. The purity was confirmed by the 1H NMR, GC-MS and LC-MS
techniques.
[0024] The efficacy and effectiveness of the method of production of N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyri-
midin-2-amine according to the invention was confirmed by tests carried out for four different mole ratios of the reagents:
3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one (Reagent 1) and 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate (Reagent
2) defined in Table 1 in the reaction mix, subjected to coupling reaction in the microwave tank reactor and to coupling
reaction in the high-pressure flow microwave reactor with a rotating magnetic field.

[0025] As a result, in the case of conducting the coupling reaction of 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one
(Reagent 1) and 1-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)guanidine nitrate (Reagent 2) in the high-pressure rotating field flow micro-
wave reactor, with the identical reagent mole rations, a significant increase in the yield and an over twofold increase in
the purity of the N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine product was achieved, compared to the

Table 1. Mole ratios of the substrates for four examined variants.

Sample number Reagent 1 [mmol] Reagent 2 [mmol] NaOH [mmol] DMSO [ml]

1 54.76 54.75 55.00 25

2 54.74 54.75 55.00 25

3 27.38 27.38 55.00 25

4 27.38 27.38 27.50 25

Table 2. Comparison of the yield and purity of the N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine product 
obtained in the high-pressure rotating field flow microwave reactor, with reagent mole ratios as given in Table 2, with 

the process conducted in the microwave tank reactor.

Coupling parameters Time [min] Power [W] Reflection [W] T [°C] Yield [w/w%] Purity [%]

tank microwave 10 150 ∼60 185-190 62.87 46.55

rotating field flow 
microwave

10 225 10 190 98.00 96.80
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result of coupling reaction conducted in the tank microwave reactor.

Claims

1. The method for preparing N-(2-methyl-5-nitrophenyl)-4-(pyridin-3-yl)pyrimidin-2-amine, represented with formula 1,
characterized in that 3-(dimethylamino)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one after being mixed with 1-(2-methyl-5-nitro-
phenyl)-guanidine nitrate and an alkali hydroxide, preferably sodium hydroxide dissolved in a solvent in the form of
dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), is subjected to coupling reaction under a pressure from 1 to 50 MPa in a rotating
microwave field, with an absorbed microwave power volumetric density contained in the range from 1 W/cm3 to 1
MW/cm3.

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in that the coupling of the mix of the substrates is conducted at
a temperature from 300 to 773K and under a pressure of 25 MPa.

3. The method according to claim 2, characterized in that the coupling of the mix of the substrates is conducted at
a temperature of 463K.

4. The method according to claim 1, characterized in that the volumetric density of microwave power absorbed by
the reaction system under isothermal process conditions according to the following equation is controlled during the
synthesis process: 

where:

G - denotes the volumetric density of absorbed power [W/cm3],
P - absorbed power [W],
V - volume of the reactor’s reaction space [cm3].

5. The method according to claim 1, characterized in that the volumetric density of absorbed microwave power is
contained in the range from 20 W/cm3 to 500 W/cm3.

6. The method according to claim 5, characterized in that the volumetric density of absorbed microwave power is
52.35 W/cm3.

7. The method according to claim 1, characterized in that the reagents are subjected to coupling reaction in a micro-
wave reactor, in which the reaction vessel is positioned in a container equipped with at least two microwave ports
supplying microwave energy to the reagents placed in the reaction vessel through the agency of electrodes that are
isolated from the reagents by a dielectric layer and perform the function of microwave coupling elements, and in
which, furthermore, the remaining electrodes are uniformly distributed along the circle and supplied from a microwave
power source with a phase shift by an angle of 360°/N, where N is the number of electrodes.

8. The method according to claim 7, characterized in that the coupling process is conducted in the flow of reagents
by a continuous method.

9. The method according to claim 7, characterized in that the time of reagent residence in the reactor is used in the
range from 1 millisecond to 30 minutes.
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