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Description

FIELD

[0001] The disclosure relates to a pharmaceutical
composition for inhibiting drug-resistant microorganisms
and use thereof.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Drug resistance refers to the reduction in effec-
tiveness of a medication for treating diseases or amelio-
rating the patient’s symptoms. When the concentration
of a drug to be administered is not sufficient to kill or
inhibit pathogens, the residual pathogens might have re-
sistance to the administered drug. For example, bacteria
might have drug resistance due to DNA mutations in-
duced by reactive oxygen species that are generated by
antibiotics.
[0003] The antibiotic resistance mechanism of bacteria
is basically controlled by genes which are collectively re-
ferred to as drug resistance genes. Among these drug
resistance genes, some are inherent genes, and some
may be obtained from other bacteria through the trans-
mission of plasmids or transposons. Antibiotics certainly
eliminate the bacteria that can be killed by the same, but
those with drug resistant genes survive therefrom. There-
fore, antibiotics result in more and more antibiotic-resist-
ant bacteria. This is the reason why the more frequently
antibiotics are used, the higher the chance that antibiotic-
resistant bacteria are found will be.
[0004] Recently, due to lack of drugs for effectively
treating the infection by drug-resistant bacteria and due
to excessive abuse of antibiotics, mutant bacteria having
strong drug resistance are formed and result in more than
40,000 deaths each year in Europe and America. There-
fore, all the countries are developing new antibiotics to
kill these drug-resistant bacteria, also known as "super-
bugs".
[0005] Ampicillin, serves as a first-line antibiotic in the
clinical field, is commonly applied by medical institutes
and livestock industry. Due to abuse of this antibiotic,
more and more bacteria having drug resistance are gen-
erated. E. coli resistant to ampicillin has been found in
71% of outpatients in Taiwan and 39.3% of outpatients
in the United States. Such phenomenon is observed not
only on the first-line antibiotics, but also on vancomycin,
which is used when other antibiotics are not therapeuti-
cally effective, and the abuse of which also leads to bac-
teria having resistance, e.g. vancomycin-resistant Ente-
rococcus (VRE).
[0006] For saving cost, pharmaceutical companies
have been pursuing simpler drug development methods
by only modifying the structure of current antibiotics, such
as replacement of the functional groups thereof. Howev-
er, after such modified antibiotics are utilized for a certain
period of time, drug-resistant bacteria still develop new
resistance thereagainst. If design of new antibiotics is

not feasible, there will be no drugs potent against bacte-
ria, causing the patients that have been diagnosed as
bacterial infection to be incurable.

SUMMARY

[0007] In view of the above, the present disclosure dis-
closes an antibiotic which may inhibit a microorganism
with drug resistance. Such antibiotic is Fmoc-Ala-OPfp.
[0008] Moreover, the present disclosure provides a
pharmaceutical composition for inhibiting the growth of
a microorganism. The pharmaceutical composition is an
antibiotic, i.e. N-(9-fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl)-L-alanine
pentafluorophenyl (Fmoc-Ala-OPfp, CAS: 86060-86-8),
which is an alanine (Ala) derivative having a structure of
formula I:

[0009] Preferably, the aforementioned microorganism
with drug resistance is selected from one or more of
Gram-positive bacteria, Staphylococcus aureus, Staphy-
lococcus epidermidis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, En-
terococci, Clostridium tetani and Clostridium botulinum.
[0010] Preferably, the aforementioned microorganism
with drug resistance is Staphylococcus aureus.
[0011] Preferably, an effective concentration of the
aforementioned pharmaceutical composition (i.e. the an-
tibiotic) ranges from 2.5 mM to 100 mM.
[0012] Preferably, the effective concentration of the
aforementioned pharmaceutical composition (i.e. the an-
tibiotic) is 2.5 mM.
[0013] Preferably, the aforementioned drug resistance
may be a tolerance to vancomycin.
[0014] The present disclosure further provides a phar-
maceutical composition capable of inhibiting the growth
of microorganisms. Such pharmaceutical composition in-
cludes Fmoc-Ala-OPfp.
[0015] Still further, the present disclosure provides a
pharmaceutical composition for use in inhibiting the
growth of microorganisms. Such pharmaceutical compo-
sition includes Fmoc-Ala-OPfp.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016]

Figure 1 shows the hemolysis test result of a phar-
maceutical composition (Fmoc-Ala-OPfp) of the
present disclosure.
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Figure 2 shows the cytotoxicity test result of the phar-
maceutical composition (Fmoc-Ala-OPfp) of the
present disclosure on human cells.
Figure 3 is a comparative diagram showing the in-
hibiting effects of the pharmaceutical composition
(Fmoc-Ala-OPfp) of the present disclosure as well
as broad-spectrum antibiotics, ampicillin and vanco-
mycin, on drug-resistant Staphylococcus aureus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example 1. Antimicrobial activity test

[0017] Referringto Figure 3, bacteria were cultured for
the test in this example. Culture mediums were respec-
tively added with the pharmaceutical composition of the
present disclosure (Fmoc-Ala-Opfp), ampicillin and van-
comycin at a specific concentration to serve as experi-
mental groups, and a culture medium without any drugs
added therein served as a control group. An equal
amount of Staphylococcus aureus was inoculated in
each of the culture mediums, followed by culturing in an
incubator at 37°C. The concentrations of the cultured
bacteria (OD630) at different time points were determined
to investigate the bacterial inhibiting effects of Fmoc-Ala-
OPfp, ampicillin and vancomycin.
[0018] Even after 8 hours of the bacterial inoculation,
the small amount (1 mg/mL) of Fmoc-Ala-OPfp added in
the culture medium could still exhibit a bacterial inhibiting
effect equivalent to those provided by 5.3 mg/mL of amp-
icillin and 5.3 mg/mL of vancomycin, indicating that Fmoc-
Ala-OPfp could effectively inhibit the bacterial growth.

Example 2. Hemolysis test

[0019] Referring to Figure 1, fresh human red blood
cells were washed with 0.9% physiological saline for
three times, and then were resuspended with the phys-
iological saline having a concentration of 2% (V/V). 50
mL of the resulting red blood cell suspension was added
into a 96-well plate, followed by adding a respective one
of the following: 50 mL of the pharmaceutical composition
of this disclosure (10, 50 or 100 mg/mL of the antibiotic
Fmoc-Ala-OPfp) and 50 mL of Triton X-100. The final
concentration of the red blood cells was 2% (V/V). The
test sample was incubated in an incubator with slight
shaking at 37°C for 1 hour, and then was centrifuged
under 2000 g for 30 minutes. 50 mL of the sample super-
natant was added into a new 96-well plate to determine
the absorbance thereof at 490 nm (OD490). The physio-
logical saline (i.e. phosphate buffered solution, also
known as PBS) and Triton X-100 respectively served as
a negative control group and a positive control group.

Example 3. Cell Culture

[0020] Referring to Figure 2, L292 and MEF cell lines,
i.e. mammalian cell lines, were respectively added into

Dulbecco’s modified Eagle mediums (DMEM) supple-
mented with 100 mg/mL streptomycin, 100 U/mL penicil-
lin and 10% (v/v) fetal bovine serum, followed by cultiva-
tion in a humidified incubator containing 5% CO2 and
having a temperature of 37°C.

Example 4. Analysis of survival rate

[0021] An MTT assay was conducted for determining
the cytotoxicity of the test compound against mammalian
cells. The cells were cultured in a sterilized 96-well plate
with 100 mL of a culture medium for 24 hours, and then
the test compound was added into the culture medium
followed by cultivation for 24 hours. Each well of the 96-
well plate was added with a solution of 3-(4,5- dimethyl-
thiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide (MTT), fol-
lowed by incubation for 4 hours. The liquid portion was
removed, and 100 mL of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) was
added for dissolving the precipitate. The absorbance at
570 nm was measured by an enzyme immunoassay an-
alyzer.
[0022] As shown in Figures 2 and 3, concerning the
hemolysis test on human red blood cells and the toxicity
test of Fmoc-Ala-OPfp by the MTT assay, Fmoc-Ala-OP-
fp, at a concentration of 100 mg/mL, still exhibited low
hemolytic activity, and 100 mg/mL of Fmoc-Ala-OPfp only
showed 10-20% of toxicity against cells in the MTT assay.
[0023] The detailed description above serves to illus-
trate the practicable embodiment(s) of the present dis-
closure. However, such embodiment(s) should not be
utilized to limit the claimed scope of the present disclo-
sure. Accordingly, the claimed scope of the present dis-
closure is intended to encompass all equivalent practice
or changes without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Claims

1. A pharmaceutical composition for inhibiting a micro-
organism, characterized by comprising N-(9-fluore-
nylmethoxycarbonyl)-L-alanine pentafluorophenyl
(Fmoc-Ala-OPfp), N-(9-fluorenylmethoxycarbo-
nyl)-L-alanine pentafluorophenyl having a structure
of formula I:

2. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 1, charac-
terized in that the microorganism is a microorgan-
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ism with drug-resistance.

3. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 2, charac-
terized in that the microorganism with drug-resist-
ance is one or more selected from the group con-
sisting of Gram-positive bacteria, Staphylococcus
aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Streptococcus
pneumoniae, Enterococci, Clostridium tetani and
Clostridium botulinum.

4. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 2, charac-
terized in that the microorganism with drug-resist-
ance is Staphylococcus aureus.

5. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 1, charac-
terized in that an effective concentration of N-(9-
fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl)-L-alanine pentafluor-
ophenyl is 2.5-100 mM.

6. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 1, charac-
terized in that an effective concentration of N-(9-
fluorenylmethoxycarbonyl)-L-alanine pentafluor-
ophenyl is 2.5 mM.

7. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 2, charac-
terized in that the drug resistance is a tolerance to
vancomycin.

8. Use of a pharmaceutical composition for inhibiting a
microorganism, characterized by the pharmaceuti-
cal composition comprising Fmoc-Ala-OPfp.

9. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 8, charac-
terized in that the microorganism is a drug-resistant
microorganism.
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