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(54) STRUCTURE FOR LUBRICATING PLANETARY GEAR DEVICE

(57) An oil supply structure for a planetary gear de-
vice includes: a planetary gear device (2) including a tu-
bular body (4) that rotates together with a carrier (3) that
holds planetary gears (22), the tubular body (4) including
a lubricating oil introduction port (44) formed therein; an
annular body (5) that slides against the tubular body (4),
the annular body (5) including a lubricating oil supply pas-
sage (51) that communicates with the lubricating oil in-
troduction port (44); a pair of seal rings (7) attached to
the tubular body (4) or the annular body (5) at both sides
of the lubricating oil introduction port (44) in an axial di-
rection; bypass passages (71) bypassing the pair of re-
spective seal rings (7); and a pair of pressure reduction
mechanisms (6) disposed between the lubricating oil in-
troduction port (44) and the pair of seal rings (7) or dis-
posed outside the pair of seal rings (7), the pair of pres-
sure reduction mechanisms each limiting a flow of lubri-
cating oil between the tubular body (4) and the annular
body (5).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an oil supply
structure for supplying lubricating oil to a planetary gear
device.

Background Art

[0002] In a planetary gear device, rotating planetary
gears revolve around a sun gear. Lubricating oil is sup-
plied to the bearings of the planetary gears through a
lubricating oil passage formed in a carrier that holds the
planetary gears.
[0003] For example, Patent Literature 1 discloses an
oil supply structure 100 for a planetary gear device as
shown in Fig. 7. In the oil supply structure 100, a planetary
gear device 110 includes: a carrier 120, in which a lubri-
cating oil passage 121 is formed; and a tubular body 130
provided at the radially inner end of the carrier 120. A
lubricating oil introduction passage 131, which commu-
nicates with the lubricating oil passage 121, is formed in
the tubular body 130. A lubricating oil introduction port
132 is formed in the outer peripheral surface of the tubular
body 130.
[0004] The outer peripheral surface of the tubular body
130 slides against the inner peripheral surface of an an-
nular body 140. A lubricating oil supply passage 141,
which communicates with the lubricating oil introduction
port 132, is formed in the annular body 140. A pair of seal
rings 150 is attached to the tubular body 130 at both sides
of the lubricating oil introduction port 132 in the axial di-
rection of the planetary gear device.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005] PTL 1: WO 2011/129110

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] In a case where the pressure of the lubricating
oil is high or the peripheral speed is fast, the PV value is
high. For this reason, the seal rings cannot be used. In
such a case, it is conceivable to use gap seals or labyrinth
seals. However, in the case of adopting these seals, the
amount of leakage of the lubricating oil is large.
[0007] In view of the above, an object of the present
invention is to provide an oil supply structure for a plan-
etary gear device, the oil supply structure making it pos-
sible to use seal rings even in a case where the pressure
of the lubricating oil is high or the peripheral speed is fast.

Solution to Problem

[0008] In order to solve the above-described problems,
an oil supply structure for a planetary gear device ac-
cording to the present invention includes: a planetary
gear device including a tubular body that rotates together
with a carrier that holds planetary gears, the tubular body
including a lubricating oil introduction port formed therein;
an annular body that slides against the tubular body, the
annular body including a lubricating oil supply passage
that communicates with the lubricating oil introduction
port; a pair of seal rings attached to the tubular body or
the annular body at both sides of the lubricating oil intro-
duction port in an axial direction of the planetary gear
device; bypass passages bypassing the pair of respec-
tive seal rings; and a pair of pressure reduction mecha-
nisms disposed between the lubricating oil introduction
port and the pair of seal rings or disposed outside the
pair of seal rings, the pair of pressure reduction mecha-
nisms each limiting a flow of lubricating oil between the
tubular body and the annular body.
[0009] According to the above-described configura-
tion, since the lubricating oil flows through the bypass
passages, a difference in the pressure of the lubricating
oil occurs between the upstream side and the down-
stream side of each seal ring, but the pressure difference
is made sufficiently small by the function of the corre-
sponding pressure reduction mechanism. Therefore, the
PV value (P is the pressure difference between the up-
stream side and the downstream side of each seal ring)
is small at the position of each seal ring. This makes it
possible to use the seal rings even in a case where the
pressure of the lubricating oil is high or the peripheral
speed is fast. In addition, since a necessary flow amount
in each bypass passage for allowing the corresponding
pressure reduction mechanism to function is significantly
small, the amount of leakage of the lubricating oil can be
made small.
[0010] For example, each of the pair of pressure re-
duction mechanisms may be a gap seal or a labyrinth
seal.
[0011] Alternatively, each of the pair of pressure re-
duction mechanisms may include: a secondary seal ring
attached to an outer peripheral surface of the tubular
body or an inner peripheral surface of the annular body;
and a bypass passage bypassing the secondary seal
ring.
[0012] For example, each of the pair of pressure re-
duction mechanisms may reduce a pressure of the lubri-
cating oil to 1/2 or less.
[0013] For example, the tubular body may be provided
at a radially inner end of the carrier, and the lubricating
oil introduction port may be formed in an outer peripheral
surface of the tubular body.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0014] The present invention makes it possible to use
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seal rings in an oil supply structure for a planetary gear
device even in a case where the pressure of lubricating
oil is high or the peripheral speed is fast.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0015]

Fig. 1 shows a schematic configuration of a planetary
gear device in an oil supply structure for the planetary
gear device according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken along line II-II of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a tubular body and an
annular body, the sectional view being a partially en-
larged view of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the tubular body and seal
rings according to one variation.
Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the tubular body and the
annular body in an oil supply structure according to
Embodiment 2 of the present invention.
Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the tubular body and the
annular body in an oil supply structure according to
Embodiment 3 of the present invention.
Fig. 7 is a sectional view of a tubular body and an
annular body in a conventional oil supply structure
for a planetary gear device.

Description of Embodiments

(Embodiment 1)

[0016] Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 show an oil supply structure
1A for a planetary gear device according to Embodiment
1 of the present invention. The oil supply structure 1A
includes a planetary gear device 2 and an annular body
5 fitted to a rotating part of the planetary gear device 2.
It should be noted that Fig. 1 shows a schematic config-
uration of the planetary gear device 2, and components
of the planetary gear device 2 other than gears 21 to 23
and baffles 33, which will be described below, are omitted
in Fig. 1.
[0017] The planetary gear device 2 is coupled to a drive
unit (not shown) (e.g., a gas turbine engine) via an input
shaft 11. Hereinafter, for the sake of convenience of the
description, the axial direction of the input shaft 11 is
referred to as the front-rear direction (the drive unit side
is referred to as rear or rearward, and the opposite side
is referred to as front or forward).
[0018] The planetary gear device 2 includes: a sun
gear 21 coupled to the input shaft 11; a plurality of (in the
illustrated example, five) planetary gears 22 meshed with
the sun gear 21; and a ring gear 23 meshed with the
planetary gears 22. In the present embodiment, each of
the gears 21 to 23 is a double helical gear. However, it
will suffice if each of the gears 21 to 23 is a cylindrical
gear. For example, each of the gears 21 to 23 may be a
helical gear or spur gear with a single set of teeth.

[0019] The planetary gears 22 are held by a carrier 3,
and the carrier 3 is coupled to an output shaft 12. The
output shaft 12 extends forward from the carrier 3. For
example, in a case where the aforementioned drive unit
is an aircraft gas turbine engine, a fan disposed at the
upstream side of the gas turbine engine may be rotated
by the output shaft 12.
[0020] In the present embodiment, the ring gear 23 is
coupled to a support 13, and rotation of the ring gear 23
is restricted. However, as an alternative, the ring gear 23
may be coupled to a secondary output shaft, and may
rotate. In this case, the output shaft 12 may extend rear-
ward from the carrier 3, and the secondary output shaft
may extend forward from the ring gear 23.
[0021] To be more specific, the carrier 3 includes: a
front plate 31 disposed forward of the planetary gears
22; and a back plate 32 disposed rearward of the plan-
etary gears 22. The front plate 31 and the back plate 32
are coupled together via baffles 33, each of which is dis-
posed between adjoining planetary gears 22. The baffles
33 may be separate members from the front plate 31 and
the back plate 32, or may be integrally formed on either
the front plate 31 or the back plate 32.
[0022] Each baffle 33 has a shape similar to that of a
space surrounded by the adjoining planetary gears 22,
the sun gear 21, and the ring gear 23. It should be noted
that, instead of the baffles 33, simple-shaped pillars or
walls may be provided. Although not illustrated, the baf-
fles 33 or such alternative members may each be pro-
vided with a nozzle or a lubricating oil passage for jetting
out lubricating oil to the sun gear 21 and the planetary
gears 22.
[0023] Each planetary gear 22 is rotatably supported
by a hollow planet shaft 25 via bearings 24. In the present
embodiment, each bearing 24 includes rolling elements
(in the present embodiment, rollers). However, as an al-
ternative, the bearings 24 may be plain bearings. Both
ends of the planet shaft 25 are fixed to the front plate 31
and the back plate 32 by fastening members 26 pene-
trating the inside of the planet shaft 25.
[0024] An oil storage chamber 28 is formed between
the planet shaft 25 and the fastening members 26, and
the planet shaft 25 is provided with oil supply holes 27
for leading the lubricating oil from the oil storage chamber
28 to the rolling elements of the bearings 24.
[0025] In the present embodiment, a lubricating oil pas-
sage 34, which communicates with the oil storage cham-
ber 28, is formed in the back plate 32 of the carrier 3 and
the planet shaft 25. In other words, the lubricating oil is
supplied to the bearings 24 through the lubricating oil
passage 34, the oil storage chamber 28, and the oil sup-
ply holes 27.
[0026] A tubular body 4 extending in the front-rear di-
rection is provided at the radially inner end of the back
plate 32. That is, the tubular body 4 rotates together with
the carrier 3.
[0027] As shown in Fig. 3, in the present embodiment,
the tubular body 4 includes: an outer wall 42, which forms
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an outer peripheral surface 4a of the tubular body 4; and
an inner wall 41, which forms an inner peripheral surface
4b of the tubular body 4. The outer wall 42 is integrally
formed on the back plate 32, and the inner wall 41 forms
a lubricating oil introduction passage 43 between the in-
ner wall 41 and the outer wall 42. The lubricating oil in-
troduction passage 43 communicates with the aforemen-
tioned lubricating oil passage 34 (see Fig. 2). It should
be noted that the tubular body 4 need not be divided into
the outer wall 42 and the inner wall 41, but may be con-
figured such that the outer wall 42 and the inner wall 41
are integrated together.
[0028] A lubricating oil introduction port 44, which com-
municates with the lubricating oil introduction passage
43, is formed in the outer peripheral surface 4a of the
tubular body 4. In the present embodiment, the lubricat-
ing oil introduction port 44 is formed as an introduction
hole extending diagonally relative to the radial direction
of the tubular body 4. However, as an alternative, the
introduction hole may extend in the radial direction of the
tubular body 4.
[0029] In the present embodiment, the aforementioned
annular body 5 is tubular and extends in the front-rear
direction. An oil supply pipe (not shown) is connected to
the rear end surface of the annular body 5. It should be
noted that, although not illustrated, the annular body 5
may have such a sectional shape that the width in the
radial direction is greater than the length in the axial di-
rection. In such a case, the oil supply pipe may be con-
nected to the outer peripheral surface of the annular body
5.
[0030] The annular body 5 includes an inner peripheral
surface 5a, which slides against the outer peripheral sur-
face 4a of the tubular body 4. A lubricating oil supply
passage 51 extending in the front-rear direction is formed
in the annular body 5. The lubricating oil supply passage
51 is open at the rear end surface of the annular body 5,
and is connected to the aforementioned oil supply pipe.
A groove 52 extending continuously in the circumferential
direction is formed in the inner peripheral surface 5a of
the annular body 5. The lubricating oil supply passage
51 communicates with the lubricating oil introduction port
44 through the groove 52.
[0031] It should be noted that, in a case where the oil
supply pipe is connected to the outer peripheral surface
of the annular body 5, the lubricating oil supply passage
51 may extend through the annular body 5 in the radial
direction, and the groove 52 extending continuously in
the circumferential direction may be formed in the outer
peripheral surface 4a of the tubular body 4. In this case,
the groove 52 and the aforementioned introduction hole
formed in the tubular body 4 form the lubricating oil in-
troduction port 44. If the tubular body 4 is configured such
that the outer wall 42 and the inner wall 41 are integrated
together and the groove 52 is formed in the outer periph-
eral surface 4a of the tubular body 4, the introduction
hole may be eliminated.
[0032] In the axial direction, at both sides of the lubri-

cating oil introduction port 44, a pair of seal rings 7 (not
shown in Fig. 2 for the purpose of simplifying the drawing)
is disposed. In the present embodiment, the seal rings 7
are attached to the tubular body 4. Specifically, a pair of
grooves 45 each extending continuously in the circum-
ferential direction is formed in the outer peripheral sur-
face 4a of the tubular body 4. The seal rings 7 are inserted
in these respective grooves 45. Each seal ring 7 is
pressed by the pressure of the lubricating oil against the
inner peripheral surface 5a of the annular body 5 and
one side surface of the corresponding groove 45.
[0033] Alternatively, although not illustrated, a pair of
grooves each extending continuously in the circumfer-
ential direction may be formed in the inner peripheral
surface 5a of the annular body 5, and the seal rings 7
may be attached to the annular body 5 by inserting the
seal rings 7 in these respective grooves.
[0034] The oil supply structure 1A of the present em-
bodiment further includes bypass passages 71 bypass-
ing the respective seal rings 7. In the present embodi-
ment, a groove extending in the radial direction is formed
in an end surface of each seal ring 7, the end surface
being pressed against the side surface of the correspond-
ing groove 45. These grooves in the end surfaces form
the bypass passages 71.
[0035] Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 4, each bypass
passage 71 may be configured as a groove that is formed
in the side surface of the corresponding groove 45,
against which the seal ring 7 is pressed. Further alterna-
tively, each bypass passage 71 may be configured as a
through-hole or a groove extending through the corre-
sponding seal ring 7 in the axial direction (in the case of
the groove, it may be formed not in the seal ring 7 but in
the outer peripheral surface 4a of the tubular body 4 or
the inner peripheral surface 5a of the annular body 5).
As yet another alternative, each bypass passage 71 may
be formed in the tubular body 4 or the annular body 5 as
an internal passage.
[0036] Further, in the present embodiment, a pair of
pressure reduction mechanisms 6 is provided between
the lubricating oil introduction port 44 and the pair of seal
rings 7 (in Fig. 2, the pressure reduction mechanisms 6
are not shown for the purpose of simplifying the drawing).
Each pressure reduction mechanism 6 is configured to
limit the flow of the lubricating oil between the tubular
body 4 and the annular body 5. In other words, each
pressure reduction mechanism 6 is configured to function
as a restrictor. As a result, the pressure of the lubricating
oil is reduced between the lubricating oil introduction port
44 and each seal ring 7. In the present embodiment, each
pressure reduction mechanism 6 is a labyrinth seal that
causes pressure loss due to flow change and/or swirl
resulting from its cavities. In the illustrated example, the
cavities of the labyrinth seals are formed in the outer pe-
ripheral surface 4a of the tubular body 4. However, as
an alternative, the cavities of the labyrinth seals may be
formed in the inner peripheral surface 5a of the annular
body 5, or may be formed in both the outer peripheral
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surface 4a of the tubular body 4 and the inner peripheral
surface 5a of the annular body 5. Further alternatively,
each pressure reduction mechanism 6 may be merely a
gap seal. For example, desirably, each pressure reduc-
tion mechanism 6 is configured to reduce the pressure
of the lubricating oil to 1/2 or less.
[0037] As described above, in the oil supply structure
1A of the present embodiment, since the lubricating oil
flows through the bypass passages 71, a difference in
the pressure of the lubricating oil occurs between the
upstream side and the downstream side of each seal ring
7, but the pressure difference is made sufficiently small
by the function of the corresponding pressure reduction
mechanism 6. Therefore, the PV value (P is the pressure
difference between the upstream side and the down-
stream side of each seal ring 7) is small at the position
of each seal ring 7. This makes it possible to use the seal
rings 7 even in a case where the pressure of the lubri-
cating oil is high or the peripheral speed is fast. In addi-
tion, since a necessary flow amount in each bypass pas-
sage 71 for allowing the corresponding pressure reduc-
tion mechanism 6 to function is significantly small, the
amount of leakage of the lubricating oil can be made
small.

(Embodiment 2)

[0038] Next, an oil supply structure 1B for a planetary
gear device according to Embodiment 2 of the present
invention is described with reference to Fig. 5. It should
be noted that, in the present embodiment and the follow-
ing Embodiment 3, the same components as those de-
scribed in Embodiment 1 are denoted by the same ref-
erence signs as those used in Embodiment 1, and re-
peating the same descriptions is avoided.
[0039] In the present embodiment, each pressure re-
duction mechanism 6 includes: a secondary seal ring 61
attached to the tubular body 4; and a bypass passage
62 bypassing the secondary seal ring 61. Specifically, a
pair of grooves 46 each extending continuously in the
circumferential direction is formed in the outer peripheral
surface 4a of the tubular body 4, and the seal rings 61
are inserted in these respective grooves 45. Each seal
ring 61 is pressed by the pressure of the lubricating oil
against the inner peripheral surface 5a of the annular
body 5 and one side surface of the corresponding groove
46. It should be noted that, similar to the case of the seal
rings 7 described in Embodiment 1, the secondary seal
rings 61 may be attached to the annular body 5.
[0040] In the present embodiment, a groove extending
in the radial direction is formed in an end surface of each
seal ring 61, the end surface being pressed against the
side surface of the corresponding groove 46. These
grooves in the end surfaces form the bypass passages
62. Alternatively, each bypass passage 62 may be con-
figured as a groove that is formed in the side surface of
the corresponding groove 46, against which the seal ring
61 is pressed. Further alternatively, each bypass pas-

sage 62 may be configured as a through-hole or a groove
extending through the corresponding seal ring 61 in the
axial direction (in the case of the groove, it may be formed
not in the seal ring 7 but in the outer peripheral surface
4a of the tubular body 4 or the inner peripheral surface
5a of the annular body 5). As yet another alternative,
each bypass passage 62 may be formed in the tubular
body 4 or the annular body 5 as an internal passage.
[0041] Also in the present embodiment, the pressure
difference of the lubricating oil between the upstream
side and the downstream side of each seal ring 7 can be
made sufficiently small by the function of the correspond-
ing pressure reduction mechanism 6. This makes it pos-
sible to obtain the same advantageous effects as those
obtained in Embodiment 1.

(Embodiment 3)

[0042] Next, with reference to Fig. 6, an oil supply struc-
ture 1C for a planetary gear device according to Embod-
iment 3 of the present invention is described. In the
present embodiment, a pair of pressure reduction mech-
anisms 6, each of which is a gap seal, is disposed outside
the pair of seal rings 7. Also in the present embodiment,
the pressure difference of the lubricating oil between the
upstream side and the downstream side of each seal ring
7 can be made sufficiently small by the function of the
corresponding pressure reduction mechanism 6 (in the
present embodiment, the pressure at the downstream
side of the seal rings 7 is kept high by the pressure re-
duction mechanisms 6). This makes it possible to obtain
the same advantageous effects as those obtained in Em-
bodiment 1.
[0043] It should be noted that each pressure reduction
mechanism 6 may be a labyrinth seal. Looking at Em-
bodiment 2 from the same viewpoint as the present em-
bodiment, not the inner seal rings 61 and bypass pas-
sages 62 but the outer seal rings 7 and bypass passages
71 can be regarded as the pressure reduction mecha-
nisms 6.

(Other Embodiments)

[0044] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described Embodiments 1 to 3. Various modifica-
tions can be made without departing from the spirit of the
present invention.
[0045] For example, the tubular body 4 and the annular
body 5 may be disposed forward of the carrier 3, and the
lubricating oil passage 34 may be formed in the front
plate 31 of the carrier 3.
[0046] Unlike Embodiments 1 to 3, the annular body 5
may be inserted in the tubular body 4; the lubricating oil
introduction port 44 may be formed in the inner peripheral
surface 4b of the tubular body 4; and the inner peripheral
surface 4b of the tubular body 4 and the outer peripheral
surface of the annular body may slide against each other.
Alternatively, an end surface of the tubular body 4 and
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an end surface of the annular body 5 may be butted to-
gether, and the lubricating oil introduction port 44 may
be formed in the end surface of the tubular body 4.

Reference Signs List

[0047]

1A to 1C oil supply structure
2 planetary gear device
22 planetary gear
3 carrier
4 tubular body
4a outer peripheral surface
44 lubricating oil introduction port
5 annular body
5a inner peripheral surface
51 lubricating oil supply passage
6 pressure reduction mechanism
61 secondary seal ring
62 bypass passage
7 seal ring
71 bypass passage

Claims

1. An oil supply structure for a planetary gear device,
the oil supply structure comprising:

a planetary gear device including a tubular body
that rotates together with a carrier that holds
planetary gears, the tubular body including a lu-
bricating oil introduction port formed therein;
an annular body that slides against the tubular
body, the annular body including a lubricating
oil supply passage that communicates with the
lubricating oil introduction port;
a pair of seal rings attached to the tubular body
or the annular body at both sides of the lubricat-
ing oil introduction port in an axial direction of
the planetary gear device;
bypass passages bypassing the pair of respec-
tive seal rings; and
a pair of pressure reduction mechanisms dis-
posed between the lubricating oil introduction
port and the pair of seal rings or disposed outside
the pair of seal rings, the pair of pressure reduc-
tion mechanisms each limiting a flow of lubricat-
ing oil between the tubular body and the annular
body.

2. The oil supply structure for a planetary gear device
according to claim 1, wherein each of the pair of pres-
sure reduction mechanisms is a gap seal or a laby-
rinth seal.

3. The oil supply structure for a planetary gear device

according to claim 1, wherein each of the pair of pres-
sure reduction mechanisms includes:

a secondary seal ring attached to the tubular
body or the annular body; and
a bypass passage bypassing the secondary
seal ring.

4. The oil supply structure for a planetary gear device
according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
each of the pair of pressure reduction mechanisms
reduces a pressure of the lubricating oil to 1/2 or less.

5. The oil supply structure for a planetary gear device
according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the tubular body is provided at a radially inner end
of the carrier, and
the lubricating oil introduction port is formed in an
outer peripheral surface of the tubular body.
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