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(54) MESENCHYMAL STEM CELL-DERIVED EXOSOME

(57) The present invention relates to mesenchymal
stem cell-derived microparticles having activity that pro-
motes the growth of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or
corneal epithelial cells, activity that maintains corneal ep-

ithelial stem cells in an undifferentiated state or promotes
the formation of colonies thereby, and function that pro-
tects corneal epithelium.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to mesenchymal
stem cell-derived microparticles having activity that pro-
motes the growth of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or
corneal epithelial cells, activity that maintains corneal ep-
ithelial stem cells in an undifferentiated state or promotes
the formation of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells,
or function that protects corneal epithelium.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Corneal epithelial stem cells are present in the
limbus between the cornea and conjunctiva, and play an
important role in the cause and course of treatment of
corneal epithelial stem cell deficiency, corneal epithelial
disorders and diabetic keratopathy. Although examples
of conventional treatment methods for these diseases
include the administration of artificial lacrimal fluid, instil-
lation of antibiotics and corneal transplant, there have
been problems such as the existence of cases in which
ophthalmic solutions are ineffective and allogenic cor-
neal transplants have the risk of rejection along with a
shortage of donors.
[0003] A method has been reported that consists of
inducing iPS cells derived from ocular epidermal cells to
differentiate into corneal epithelial cells and corneal ep-
ithelial stem cells (Patent Document 1). However, corneal
epithelial cells and corneal epithelial stem cells differen-
tiated from iPS cells are still in the process of being de-
veloped for clinical application.
[0004] Corneal epithelial stem cells are known to form
colonies by co-culturing using NIH/3T3 cells as feeder
cells. In addition, known examples of markers of corneal
epithelial stem cells include K14 (keratin 14), K15 (keratin
15), p63 and N-cadherin. On the other hand, known ex-
amples of markers of differentiated corneal epithelial
cells include ocular tissue-specific markers (such as
pax6) and corneal epithelium-specific markers (such as
K3 (keratin 3) or K12 (keratin 12)).
[0005] On the other hand, exosomes are vesicles hav-
ing a diameter of about 30 nm to 150 nm formed with a
lipid bilayer membrane that are secreted from various
cells. In recent years, tetraspanins (such as CD63, CD81
or CD9) have been determined to be present in the mem-
brane of exosomes, and have been clearly shown to also
contain various proteins, mRNA and miRNA. In addition,
exosomes have been reported to be able to be obtained
from, for example, cell culture supernatant by ultracen-
trifugation (Non-Patent Document 1).
[0006] Mesenchymal stem cells (MSC) are lineage-re-
stricted stem cells that have the potential to differentiate
only into mesenchymal cell types, namely adipocyte cell
lines, chondrocyte cell lines and osteocyte cell lines.
Mesenchymal stem cells are derived from various sourc-
es such as bone marrow, blood, fat and other somatic

tissue.
[0007] Patent Document 2 describes that exosomes
of mesenchymal stem cells derived from embryonic stem
cells can be used for therapeutic means including the a
cardioprotective effect.
[0008] In addition, Patent Document 3 describes that
exosomes derived from neural stem cells are effective in
healing wounds and stimulating vascularization and neu-
rite outgrowth.
[0009] Corneal epithelial diseases are diseases in
which the corneal epithelium has been damaged by some
cause, and examples of causes of corneal epithelial stem
cell deficiency, for example, include congenital factors
such as aniridia or sclerocornea, extrinsic factors such
as alkali corrosion or burns, intrinsic factors such as Ste-
vens-Johnson syndrome or ocular pemphigoid, and oth-
er idiopathic factors.
[0010] Moreover, although research on therapeutic
drugs for diseases such as corneal epithelial stem cell
deficiency has recently been conducted focusing on the
colony formation promoting action of corneal epithelial
stem cells, exosomes have not been reported to have
function that promotes colony formation by corneal epi-
thelial stem cells (Non-Patent Documents 2 to 4).

Prior Art Documents

Patent Documents

[0011]

Patent Document 1: WO 2012/144582
Patent Document 2: JP-T 2011-513217
Patent Document 3: JP-T 2015-513906

Non-Patent Documents

[0012]

Non-Patent Document 1: Graca Raposo and Willem
Stoorvogel, J. Cell Biol., Vol. 200, No. 4, 373-383
Non-Patent Document 2: Zhou, Q., et al., Tissue
Eng. Part C Methods, 2013 Jul., 19(7), 531-7
Non-Patent Document 3: Park, K., et al., Invest. Oph-
thalmol. Vis. Sci., 2006, 47(3), 892-900
Non-Patent Document 4: Zhou, Q., et al., Stem Cells
(Dayton, Ohio), 33(5), 1566-76

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0013] An object of the present invention is to provide
mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles that are
useful in the prevention and/or treatment of corneal ep-
ithelial diseases, and has activity that promotes the
growth of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal ep-
ithelial cells, activity that maintains corneal epithelial
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stem cells in an undifferentiated state or promotes the
formation of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or
function that protects corneal epithelium.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0014] As a result of conducting extensive research to
solve the aforementioned problems, the inventors of the
present invention found that mesenchymal stem cell-de-
rived microparticles have activity that promotes the
growth of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal ep-
ithelial cells, activity that maintains corneal epithelial
stem cells in an undifferentiated state or promotes the
formation of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or
function that protects corneal epithelium, thereby leading
to completion of the present invention.
[0015] The present invention relates to that indicated
below.

1. Mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles
having activity that promotes the growth of corneal
epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells,
activity that maintains corneal epithelial stem cells
in an undifferentiated state or promotes the formation
of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or func-
tion that protects corneal epithelium.
2. The mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparti-
cles described in 1, wherein the mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles have a density as deter-
mined by density gradient centrifugation of 1.13 g/mL
to 1.19 g/mL.
3. The mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparti-
cles described in 1 or 2, wherein the mesenchymal
stem cell-derived microparticles are exosomes.
4. A growth promoter of corneal epithelial stem cells
and/or corneal epithelial cells, an undifferentiated
corneal epithelial cell maintenance agent or corneal
epithelial cell colony formation promoter, or a corneal
epithelium protective agent containing mesenchy-
mal stem cell-derived microparticles as an active in-
gredient thereof.
5. A preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal ep-
ithelial diseases containing mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles as an active ingredient there-
of.
6. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal
epithelial diseases described in 5, wherein the cor-
neal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid
corrosion, chemical toxicity, Stevens-Johnson syn-
drome, ocular pemphigoid, (recurrent) pterygium,
persistent corneal epithelial defect, corneal punc-
ture, corneal marginal ulcer, corneal ulcer, epithelial
detachment following excimer laser surgery, radia-
tion keratopathy, aniridia, post-trachoma corneal
opacification, Salzmann’s corneal degeneration,
corneal erosion, symblepharon, cryptogenic diseas-
es associated with loss of corneal epithelial stem

cells, limbus tumor, graft versus host disease
(GVHD), keratitis, superficial punctate keratopathy,
dry eye, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, corneal epithelial
stem cell deficiency, corneal dystrophy, diabetic
keratopathy and corneal epithelial disorders.
7. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal
epithelial diseases described in 5, wherein the cor-
neal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of corneal epithelial disorders, superficial
punctate keratopathy, corneal erosion, corneal mar-
ginal ulcer, persistent corneal epithelial defect, dry
eye, epithelial detachment following excimer laser
surgery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corro-
sion, chemical toxicity, diabetic keratopathy, corneal
epithelial stem cell deficiency, Stevens-Johnson
syndrome, ocular pemphigoid, aniridia, cryptogenic
diseases associated with loss of corneal epithelial
stem cells and graft versus host disease (GVHD).
8. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal
epithelial diseases described in 5, wherein the cor-
neal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of corneal epithelial disorders, superficial
punctate keratopathy, corneal erosion, corneal mar-
ginal ulcer, persistent corneal epithelial defect, dry
eye, epithelial detachment following excimer laser
surgery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corro-
sion, chemical toxicity and diabetic keratopathy.
9. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal
epithelial diseases described in 8, wherein the cor-
neal epithelial stem cell deficiency is caused by an
extrinsic factor, an intrinsic factor, a congenital defect
or a neoplastic disease.
10. A method for culturing corneal epithelial stem
cells that includes culturing in the presence of mes-
enchymal stem cell-derived microparticles.
11. Corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal ep-
ithelial cells obtained according to the culture method
described in 10.
12. A method for screening preventive or therapeutic
agents for corneal epithelial diseases that uses col-
ony formation by corneal epithelial stem cells as an
indicator.
The present invention also relates to that indicated
below.
13. A composition containing an effective amount of
mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles for
promoting the growth of corneal epithelial stem cells
and/or corneal epithelial cells, maintaining corneal
epithelial stem cells in an undifferentiated state or
promoting the formation of colonies by corneal epi-
thelial stem cells, or protecting corneal epithelium.
14. A pharmaceutical composition for preventing or
treating corneal epithelial diseases containing a ther-
apeutically effective amount of mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles.
15. A use of mesenchymal stem cell-derived micro-
particles in a method for promoting the growth of
corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial
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cells, maintaining corneal epithelial stem cells in an
undifferentiated state or promoting the formation of
colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or protect-
ing corneal epithelium.
16. A use of mesenchymal stem cell-derived micro-
particles in a method for preventing or treating cor-
neal epithelial diseases.
17. A use of mesenchymal stem cell-derived micro-
particles in the production of a composition that pro-
motes the growth of corneal epithelial stem cells
and/or corneal epithelial cells, maintains corneal ep-
ithelial stem cells in an undifferentiated state or pro-
motes the formation of colonies by corneal epithelial
stem cells, or protects corneal epithelium.
18. A use of mesenchymal stem cell-derived micro-
particles in the production of a pharmaceutical for
preventing or treating corneal epithelial diseases.
19. A method for promoting the growth of corneal
epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells,
maintaining corneal epithelial stem cells in an undif-
ferentiated state or promoting the formation of colo-
nies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or protecting
corneal epithelium that includes administering an ef-
fective amount of a mesenchymal stem cell-derived
microparticles.
20. A method for preventing or treating corneal epi-
thelial diseases that includes administering a thera-
peutically effective amount of mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles.
21. Furthermore, each of the configurations of 1 to
20 can be combined by arbitrarily selecting two or
more configurations.

Effects of the Invention

[0016] According to the mesenchymal stem cell-de-
rived microparticles of the present invention, the growth
of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial
cells can be promoted, activity that maintains corneal ep-
ithelial stem cells in an undifferentiated state or activity
that promotes the formation of colonies by corneal epi-
thelial stem cells can be increased, or corneal epithelium
can be protected in patients with various corneal epithe-
lial diseases. Consequently, the mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles of the present invention can be
used to prevent and/or treat various corneal epithelial
diseases.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

FIG. 1 is a flow chart indicating conditions for sepa-
rating the mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention.
FIG. 2 depicts photographs showing the colony for-
mation promoting action of the mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a indicating the colony formation promoting
action (based on the number of colonies) of the mes-
enchymal stem cell-derived microparticles of the
present invention.
FIG. 4 is a graph indicating the colony formation pro-
moting action (based on colony size) of the mesen-
chymal stem cell-derived microparticles of the
present invention.
FIG. 5 depicts graphs indicating the undifferentiated
maintenance activity of the mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles of the present invention.
FIG. 6 depicts micrographs indicating suppression
of the expression of K12 by the mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles of the present invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0018] The following provides an explanation of the
mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles of the
present invention.

<Mesenchymal Stem Cells>

[0019] Examples of mesenchymal stem cells in the
present invention include mesenchymal stem cells de-
rived from bone marrow, fat, muscle, nerves, skin, am-
nion, placenta, chorionic membrane, decidua and umbil-
ical cord, preferably include those derived from bone
marrow, fat and placenta, and more preferably fat-de-
rived mesenchymal stem cells.
[0020] Mesenchymal stem cells in the present inven-
tion may be characterized by growth characteristics
(such as population doubling capacity or doubling time
from subculturing to aging), karyotype analysis (such as
normal karyotype, maternal lineage or neonatal lineage),
expression of surface markers as determined by flow cy-
tometry (such as FACS analysis), immunohistochemistry
and/or immunocytochemistry (such as epitope detec-
tion), gene expression profiling (such as a gene chip array
or polymerase chain reaction in the manner of reverse
transcription PCR, real-time PCR or conventional PCR),
miRNA expression profiling, protein array, cytokine and
other protein secretion (such as plasma coagulation anal-
ysis, ELISA or cytokine array), metabolites (such as me-
tabolome analysis), or other methods known in the art.

<Culturing of Mesenchymal Stem Cells>

[0021] The mesenchymal stem cells in the present in-
vention can be cultured by, for example, the method in-
dicated below. Namely, mesenchymal stem cells such
as tissue-derived mesenchymal stem cells or established
mesenchymal stem cells can be cultured in conditioned
medium followed by culturing the mesenchymal stem
cells in non-conditioned medium.
[0022] Media conventionally known among persons
with ordinary skill in the art can be respectively used for
the aforementioned conditioned medium for each type
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of mesenchymal stem cell, and there are no particular
limitations thereon. Examples of conditioned media in-
clude mesenchymal stem cell culture media available
from PromoCell GmbH, Lifeline Cell Technology, LLC,
or Lonza Group Ltd. Although the conditioned medium
may contain biological raw materials (such as animal se-
rum), when considering that the resulting cells and cul-
ture supernatants thereof are used to treat diseases of
animals (including humans), medium not containing bi-
ological raw materials (such as serum-free medium) is
preferably used whenever possible.
[0023] Non-conditioned medium refers to medium
used after cells have adequately been conditioned, and
may be a medium having the same composition as con-
ditioned medium or a medium having a different compo-
sition. There are no particular limitations on the non-con-
ditioned medium provided it is suitable for culturing the
mesenchymal stem cells in the present invention. Media
respectively selected for each type of mesenchymal stem
cell can be used for the aforementioned non-conditioned
medium, and examples of media that can be used include
media normally used to culture mesenchymal stem cells,
media normally used to culture cells other than mesen-
chymal stem cells, media obtained by removing specific
components from conditioned media, and media ob-
tained by adding specific components to conditioned me-
dia. Although it is preferable to use media not containing
as much as possible biological raw materials for the non-
conditioned medium when considering that the resulting
microparticle is used to treat diseases of animals (includ-
ing humans), biological raw materials such as albumin
or FCS can be added as necessary. Examples thereof
include MSCGM-CD medium and medium containing
FCS within a range of 0.1% to 10% in this or other basal
media.
[0024] The aforementioned serum-free medium is only
required to be a medium that does not contain animal
serum as an additive thereof, and there are no particular
limitations thereon. Media having a composition contain-
ing other additives except for animal serum in a known
basal medium can be used for the serum-free medium.
The composition of the basal medium can be suitably
selected according to the type of cells to be cultured.
Examples thereof include minimum essential medium
(MEM) in the manner of Eagle’s medium, Dulbecco’s
modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM), minimum essential
medium α(MEM-α), mesenchymal stem cell basal medi-
um (MSCBM), Ham’s F-12 and F-10 medium,
DMEM/F12 medium, Williams’ medium E, RPMI-1640
medium, MCDB medium, 199 medium, Fisher’s medium,
Iscove’s modified Dulbecco’s medium (IMDM) and Mc-
Coy’s modified medium.
[0025] Examples of other additives added to the basal
medium include amino acids, inorganic salts, vitamins,
carbon sources, antibiotics and other additives. There
are no particular limitations on the concentrations at
which these additives are used, and can be used at a
concentration normally used in mammalian cell media.

[0026] Examples of amino acids include glycine, L-
alanine, L-arginine, L-asparagine, L-aspartic acid, L-
cysteine, L-cystine, L-glutamic acid, L-glutamine, L-his-
tidine, L-isoleucine, L-leucine, L-lysine, L-methionine, L-
phenylalanine, L-proline, L-serine, L-threonine, L-tryp-
tophan, L-tyrosine and L-valine.
[0027] Examples of inorganic salts include calcium
chloride, copper sulfate, iron (III) nitrate, iron sulfate,
magnesium chloride, magnesium sulfate, potassium
chloride, sodium bicarbonate, sodium chloride, disodium
hydrogen phosphate and sodium dihydrogen phosphate.
[0028] Examples of vitamins include choline, vitamin
A, vitamin B1, vitamin B2, vitamin B3, vitamin B4, vitamin
B5, vitamin B6, vitamin B7, vitamin B12, vitamin B13,
vitamin B15, vitamin B17, vitamin Bh, vitamin Bt, vitamin
Bx, vitamin C, vitamin D, vitamin E, vitamin F, vitamin K,
vitamin M and vitamin P.
[0029] Examples of other additives include growth fac-
tors such as fibroblast growth factor (FGF), endothelial
cell growth factor (EGF), platelet-derived growth factor
(PDGF), epidermal growth factor (EGF), insulin-like
growth factor (IGF), transforming growth factor (TGF),
nerve growth factor (NGF), brain-derived neurotrophic
factor (BDNF), vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF), granulocyte colony-stimulating factor (G-CSF),
granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating factor (GM-
CSF), erythropoietin (EPO), thrombopoietin (TPO) or
hepatocyte growth factor (HGF), antibiotics such as pen-
icillin, streptomycin, gentamycin or kanamycin, carbon
sources such as glucose, galactose, fructose or sucrose,
trace metals such as magnesium, iron, zinc, calcium, po-
tassium, sodium, copper, selenium, cobalt, tin, molybde-
num, nickel or silicon, stem cell differentiation-inducing
agents such as β-glycerophosphoric acid, dexametha-
sone, rosiglitazone, isobutyl methylxanthine or 5-azacy-
tidine, antioxidants such as 2-mercaptoethanol, catala-
se, superoxide dismutase or N-acetylcysteine, adenos-
ine 5’-phosphate, corticosterone, ethanolamine, insulin,
reduced glutathione, lipoic acid, melatonin, hypoxan-
thine, phenol red, progesterone, putrescine, pyruvic acid,
thymidine, triiodothyronine, transferrin, lactoferrin, albu-
min, Wnt signaling activators, ROCK inhibitors, growth
factors, steroidal compounds, PTEN inhibitors, p53 in-
hibitors and p38 inhibitors.
[0030] An example of a serum-free medium preferable
for the mesenchymal stem cells in the present invention
is a commercially available serum-free medium. This se-
rum-free medium may further contain components se-
lected from antioxidants, animal serum albumin, growth
factors, surfactants, Edg ligands, serotonin ligands, Wnt
signaling activators, ROCK inhibitors, growth factors,
steroidal compounds, PTEN inhibitors, p53 inhibitors and
p38 inhibitors.
[0031] There are no particular limitations on the cultur-
ing conditions of the mesenchymal stem cells in the
present invention provided they are each suitable for
mesenchymal stem cells, and conditions similar to those
used in conventional methods are used. Normally, cul-
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turing is carried out at a temperature of 30°C to 37°C in
an environment containing 2% to 7% CO2 and 5% to 21%
O2. In addition, there are also no particular limitations on
the timing and method used to subculture the mesenchy-
mal stem cells provided they are each suitable for the
cells, and those similar to the prior art can be used while
monitoring the status of the cells.

<Mesenchymal Stem Cell-Derived Microparticle>

[0032] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention are microparticles obtained
from a mesenchymal stem cell. Mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles are microparticles produced by
mesenchymal stem cells. The microparticles are typically
secreted from mesenchymal stem cells.
[0033] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention are vesicles that are re-
leased from mesenchymal stem cells and can be con-
firmed with an electron microscope. The mesenchymal
stem cell microparticle can have a lipid bilayer surround-
ing biomolecules. The mesenchymal stem cell micropar-
ticle includes, for example, membrane particles, mem-
brane vesicles, microvesicles, exosome-like vesicles,
exosomes, ectosome-like vesicles, ectosomes or ex-
ovesicles. Different types of mesenchymal stem cell mi-
croparticles are distinguished on the basis of diameter,
intracellular origin, microparticle density in sucrose, mor-
phology, sedimentation rate, lipid composition, protein
markers and form of secretion (namely, after a signal (by
being induced) or spontaneously (based on composi-
tion)). Exosomes are fractionated at 1.13 g/mL to 1.19
g/mL by density gradient centrifugation, for example, and
the particle diameter thereof can be measured by dynam-
ic light scattering and the like.
[0034] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention contain, for example, CD9,
CD63, CD81, GAPDH, PKM, enolase-1, 40S ribosomal
protein S2, S5, SA, S13, S23, S4, S16 and S9, 60S acidic
ribosomal protein PO and P1, 60S ribosomal protein L9,
HSPB1 and HSP7C, 14-3-3 protein zeta/delta, epsilon,
theta, beta/alpha, gamma and eta, syntenin, TGS101,
actin cytoplasmic-1, cofilin-1, annexin A1, A2, A5, A6, A7
and A11, Rab-1B, 7a, 8B, 11A, 13 and 35, ICAM-1, in-
tegrin alpha-V, alpha-2, alpha-4, alpha-5, beta-1 and be-
ta-5, MMP-14, brain acid-soluble protein 1, lysyl oxidase,
Rap-2c and catenin β-1.

<Recovery of Mesenchymal Stem Cell-Derived Micro-
particle>

[0035] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention can be recovered by car-
rying out expansion culturing on the mesenchymal stem
cells in conditioned medium to subconfluency (or conflu-
ency), replacing the medium with fresh conditioned me-
dium, culturing for normally 1 to 5 days (e.g., 1 day, 2 to
3 days or 3 to 4 days) and recovering the microparticle

from the culture supernatant.
[0036] Examples of methods used to recover the mes-
enchymal stem cell-derived microparticles of the present
invention include ultracentrifugation, density gradient
centrifugation and the use of various types of exosome
separation kits (such as the formation of a pellet by cen-
trifugation, immunoprecipitation, purification with mag-
netic beads, fractionation according to particle size or
column adsorption).
[0037] The method used to recover the mesenchymal
stem cell-derived microparticles of the present invention
includes subjecting a culture supernatant of mesenchy-
mal stem cells to ultracentrifugation for 0.5 hours to 2
hours at about 50,000 G to 150,000 G. The method can
also include centrifuging the culture supernatant of the
mesenchymal stem cells to 0.1 hours to 2 hours at about
100 G to 20,000 G prior to carrying out ultracentrifugation.
The mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles of the
present invention can be stored for about 1 week at 4°C,
for about 1 month at -20°C or for about 6 months at -80°C
provided it is stored dissolved in a solution such as PBS,
and can be stored for about 3 years at 4°C provided it
has been freeze-dried.
[0038] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention have activity that promotes
the growth of corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal
epithelial cells, activity that maintains corneal epithelial
stem cells in an undifferentiated state or promotes the
formation of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or
function that protects corneal epithelium.

<Corneal Epithelial Stem Cells>

[0039] Corneal epithelial stem cells have the ability to
proliferate (ability to remain undifferentiated or form col-
onies) and express markers specific to corneal epithelial
stem cells. Corneal epithelial stem cells are able to dif-
ferentiate into corneal epithelial cells. Corneal epithelial
cells and/or corneal epithelial stem cells are present in
the limbus between the cornea and conjunctiva.

<Evaluation of Mesenchymal Stem Cell-Derived Micro-
particles>

[0040] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention can be evaluated for the
activity that promotes the growth of corneal epithelial
stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells, the activity that
maintains corneal epithelial stem cells in an undifferen-
tiated state or promotes the formation of colonies by cor-
neal epithelial stem cells, and the action that protects
corneal epithelium thereof using means known among
persons with ordinary skill in the art.
[0041] In the present invention, activity that promotes
growth, or "growth promoting activity", refers to the pro-
motion of cell growth, and in the case of corneal epithelial
stem cells, for example, can be confirmed by measuring
the number and size of colonies by inducing the formation
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of colonies during subculturing, while in the case of cor-
neal epithelial cells, includes promoting the growth of cor-
neal epithelial stem cells followed by differentiation of the
corneal epithelial stem cells into corneal epithelial cells.
[0042] In the present invention, the ability to promote
the formation of colonies, or "colony formation promoting
activity", refers to allowing cultured cells to proliferate
and promoting the formation of colonies, and in the case
of corneal epithelial stem cells, for example, can be con-
firmed by measuring the number and size of colonies by
inducing the formation of colonies during subculturing.
[0043] In the present invention, activity that maintains
a differentiated state, or "undifferentiated cell mainte-
nance activity", refers to maintaining cultured cells in an
undifferentiated state, and in the case of corneal epithe-
lial stem cells, for example, refers to maintaining the cells
in an undifferentiated state, and whether or not corneal
epithelial stem cells have differentiated during culturing
can be evaluated by measuring a marker such as K14
(keratin 14), K15 (keratin 15) and/or p63 and/or N-cad-
herin.
[0044] In the present invention, the "action that pro-
tects corneal epithelium" refers to a corneal epithelium
protecting action, and enables corneal epithelium to be
protected by replenishing corneal epithelial stem cells
and/or corneal epithelial cells that have decreased or are
no longer present due to some cause by allowing the
corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells
to proliferate.

<Promotion of Proliferative Capacity of Corneal Epithelial

Stem Cells by Mesenchymal Stem Cell-Derived Micro-
particle>

[0045] The proliferative capacity of corneal epithelial
stem cells can be evaluated by, for example, disseminat-
ing corneal epithelial stem cells in a culture system in the
presence of the mesenchymal stem cell-derived micro-
particles of the present invention and subculturing the
cells followed by confirming the growth of the corneal
epithelial stem cells, although not limited thereto. Growth
of the corneal epithelial stem cells can be confirmed by
the formation of colonies during subculturing. Although
subculturing for the purpose of confirming the formation
of colonies is preferably carried out by co-culturing with
feeder cells (such as NIH/3T3 cells) or carried out in me-
dium for epithelial cells or epithelial stem cells, the sub-
culturing is not limited thereto. The aforementioned pro-
liferative capacity is preferably the capacity to self-repli-
cate. There are no particular limitations on the method
used to evaluate whether cells have the ability to self-
replicate, and an example thereof consists of using as
indicators not only the proliferative capacity of cells, but
also the absence of any change in the properties of the
cells following proliferation as a result of subculturing.

<Corneal Epithelial Stem Cell Markers>

[0046] Although corneal epithelial stem cells having
the ability to proliferate can be confirmed with the corneal
epithelial stem cell markers to be subsequently de-
scribed, confirmation is not limited thereto.
[0047] Evaluation of the expression of markers specific
to corneal epithelial stem cells by a cell can be carried
out by a method known among persons with ordinary skill
in the art. Examples of corneal epithelial stem cell mark-
ers include, but are not limited to, markers specific to
stratified epithelial stem cells (and progenitor cells) con-
sisting of K14 (keratin 14), K15 (keratin 15) and/or p63
and/or N-cadherin. In addition, ocular tissue-specific
markers (such as pax6) and/or corneal epithelium-spe-
cific differentiation markers (such as K3 (keratin 3) or K12
(keratin 12)) can also be detected. In addition, cell surface
markers specifically expressed by corneal epithelial stem
cells (such as integrin alpha 6 or N-cadherin) can also
be detected after having detected a corneal epithelium-
specific differentiation marker (K12).

<Detection of Corneal Epithelial Stem Cell Markers>

[0048] Specific methods are known for detecting the
expression of corneal epithelial stem cell markers, and
consist of detecting expression of a reporter gene and
detecting expression by immunocytochemistry. Expres-
sion of a reporter gene following induction of differentia-
tion may also be detected by introducing a reporter gene
of the aforementioned corneal epithelial stem cells (such
as a reporter gene having a promoter region of a gene
encoding a corneal epithelial stem cell marker coupled
with a fluorescent protein such as green fluorescent pro-
tein (GFP)) into pluripotent stem cells induced to differ-
entiate. Other examples of detection methods include
detection by microscopic observation using antibody
staining, and detection of cell surface markers by a cell
sorter (flow cytometer).

<Culturing of Corneal Epithelial Stem Cells>

[0049] The present invention also relates to a method
for culturing corneal epithelial stem cells that is charac-
terized by culturing in the presence of mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles.
[0050] The method for culturing corneal epithelial stem
cells of the present invention includes the steps indicated
below: (1) a step for culturing corneal epithelial cells har-
vested from the corneal limbus in the presence of mes-
enchymal stem cell-derived microparticles, and

(2) a step for selecting corneal epithelial stem cells
from the cultured cells.

[0051] The aforementioned step (1) includes co-cultur-
ing of corneal epithelial cells harvested from the limbus
of an imported human cornea with NIH/3T3 as feeder
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cells.
[0052] Step (2) includes selecting corneal epithelial
stem cells by using as indicators the ability to self-prolif-
erate from the cells (cell population) cultured in step (1)
and/or the expression of a marker specific to corneal ep-
ithelial stem cells.
[0053] Furthermore, corneal epithelial stem cells ob-
tained according to the production method of the present
invention may include corneal epithelial progenitor cells.
In addition, the aforementioned corneal epithelial cells
include corneal epithelial cells and/or corneal epithelial
stem cells.
[0054] There are no particular limitations on the medi-
um used to culture corneal epithelial stem cells provided
the medium allows the culturing of corneal epithelial stem
cells (including media known among persons with ordi-
nary skill in the art such as keratinocyte-conditioned me-
dium (KCM medium), keratinocyte serum-free medium
(KSFM medium available from Invitrogen Corp.), CnT-
20 medium (CELLnTEC Advanced Cell Systems AG) or
CnT-50 medium (CELLnTEC Advanced Cell Systems
AG). During the aforementioned subculturing, in the case
of using, for example, a 12-well plate, the re-seeding den-
sity is preferably 2000 cells/well to 16000 cells/well.

<Corneal Epithelial Cell Sheet>

[0055] The corneal epithelial cell sheet of the present
invention is a corneal epithelial cell sheet derived from
corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial pro-
genitor cells obtained according to the culture method of
the present invention. The aforementioned corneal epi-
thelial cell sheet may be a multilayered sheet of corneal
epithelial cell sheets.
[0056] The method used to produce the corneal epi-
thelial cell sheet can be suitably selected using a method
known among persons with ordinary skill in the art or a
method to be developed in the future.
[0057] Although there are no particular limitations ther-
eon, an example of a method used to produce the corneal
epithelial cell sheet includes a step for culturing the afore-
mentioned corneal epithelial stem cells in a temperature-
responsive culture dish or carrier in the presence of feed-
er cells, and a step for recovering the cell sheet obtained
in the aforementioned step. The method may include cul-
turing the aforementioned corneal epithelial stem cells in
the presence of the mesenchymal stem cell-derived mi-
croparticles of the present invention depending on the
case.

<Pharmaceutical Applications of Mesenchymal Stem

Cell-Derived Microparticle>

[0058] The present invention also relates to a preven-
tive or therapeutic agent for corneal epithelial diseases
containing mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparti-
cles as an active ingredient thereof.

[0059] The present invention also relates to a pharma-
ceutical composition for preventing or treating corneal
epithelial diseases containing mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles as an active ingredient thereof.
[0060] The present invention also relates to a use of
mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles in the pro-
duction of a pharmaceutical for preventing and/or treating
corneal epithelial diseases.
[0061] The present invention also relates to a method
for preventing and/or treating corneal epithelial diseases
that includes administering a prophylactically and/or ther-
apeutically effective amount of mesenchymal stem cell-
derived microparticles to a subject requiring such pre-
vention and/or treatment.
[0062] The aforementioned corneal epithelial diseases
refer to diseases resulting in damage to the corneal ep-
ithelium by some cause, and examples thereof include
heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corrosion, chemical
toxicity, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, ocular pemphig-
oid, (recurrent) pterygium, persistent corneal epithelial
defect, corneal puncture, comeal marginal ulcer, corneal
ulcer, epithelial detachment following excimer laser sur-
gery, radiation keratopathy, aniridia, post-trachoma cor-
neal opacification, Salzmann’s corneal degeneration,
corneal erosion, symblepharon, cryptogenic diseases
associated with loss of corneal epithelial stem cells, lim-
bus tumor, graft versus host disease (GVHD), keratitis,
superficial punctate keratopathy, dry eye, keratoconjunc-
tivitis sicca, corneal epithelial stem cell deficiency, cor-
neal dystrophy, diabetic keratopathy and corneal epithe-
lial disorders. Preferable examples of the aforemen-
tioned corneal epithelial diseases include corneal epithe-
lial disorders, superficial punctate keratopathy, corneal
erosion, corneal marginal ulcer, persistent corneal epi-
thelial defect, dry eye, epithelial detachment following
excimer laser surgery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion,
acid corrosion, chemical toxicity, diabetic keratopathy,
corneal epithelial stem cell deficiency, Stevens-Johnson
syndrome, ocular pemphigoid, aniridia, cryptogenic dis-
eases associated with loss of corneal epithelial stem cells
and graft versus host disease (GVHD), while more pref-
erable examples include corneal epithelial disorders, su-
perficial punctate keratopathy, corneal erosion, corneal
marginal ulcer, persistent corneal epithelial defect, dry
eye, epithelial detachment following excimer laser sur-
gery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corrosion,
chemical toxicity and diabetic keratopathy. In addition,
the aforementioned corneal epithelial stem cell deficien-
cy is caused by extrinsic factors (such as heat, chemical
trauma, drug toxicity, etc), intrinsic factors (such as Ste-
vens-Johnson syndrome, ocular pemphigoid or GVHD),
congenital defects (such as hypoplasia of the limbus due
to developmental abnormalities during the embryonic
stage such as aniridia or sclerocornea), or neoplastic dis-
eases (such as stratified squamous cell carcinoma orig-
inating in the limbus).
[0063] The preventive or therapeutic agent and phar-
maceutical composition of the present invention may be
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administered simultaneously with other pharmaceuticals
or may be administered at a suitable time before or after
the administration of other pharmaceuticals.
[0064] The preventive or therapeutic agent and phar-
maceutical composition of the present invention can be
formulated into a suitable preparation in accordance with
ordinary methods. Although the preparation form may be
a solid preparation such as a powder or granules, the
preparation form is preferably a liquid such as solution,
emulsion or suspension from the viewpoint obtaining su-
perior preventive and/or therapeutic effects. The prepa-
ration is more preferably in the form of a solution in the
case of using in the form of an ophthalmic solution in
particular. Examples of methods used to produce the
aforementioned ophthalmic solution include a method
consisting of mixing a preliminarily prepared culture su-
pernatant of mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparti-
cles and mesenchymal stem cells with a solvent, and a
method consisting of further mixing in a suspending
agent or emulsifier. As was previously described, a suit-
able pharmaceutically acceptable carrier can be option-
ally incorporated in the preparation of the pharmaceutical
composition of the present invention as necessary, ex-
amples of which include a vehicle, binder, solvent, solu-
bilizing agent, suspending agent, emulsifier, isotonic
agent, buffer, stabilizer, analgesic agent, preservative,
antioxidant, colorant, lubricant, disintegrating agent, hu-
mectant, adsorbent, sweetener and diluent. Further-
more, if the pharmaceutical composition of the present
invention contains cells, ingredients acceptable to the
cell preparation can be incorporated.
[0065] Although there are no particular limitations on
the method used to administer the preventive or thera-
peutic agent and pharmaceutical composition of the
present invention, preferable examples thereof include
intravascular administration (and preferably intravenous
administration), intraperitoneal administration, intestinal
administration, subcutaneous administration and instil-
lation.
[0066] Although able to be varied according to such
factors as the type of disease, severity of the symptoms
thereof, drug form or body weight of the administered
subject, the dosage of preparations of the preventive or
therapeutic agent and pharmaceutical composition of the
present invention can be preferably exemplified to be
within a range of 1 pg/kg to 100 mg/kg per day as the
amount of mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparti-
cles, and can be more preferably exemplified within a
range of 100 pg/kg to 10 mg/kg. Furthermore, adminis-
tration of the preventive or therapeutic agent and phar-
maceutical composition of the present invention may be
carried out once per day or divided among multiple ad-
ministrations per day. In addition, administration of the
preventive or therapeutic agent and pharmaceutical
composition of the present invention may be in the form
of a single administration or continuous administration.
In the case of continuous administration, the preventive
or therapeutic agent and pharmaceutical composition of

the present invention is administered at a frequency of
one or more times in 3 days successively carried out 2
or more times, preferably administered at a frequency of
one or more times in 2 days successively carried out 3
or more times, and more preferably administered at a
frequency of one or more times in 1 day successively
carried out 4 or more times.
[0067] In the case a preparation of the preventive or
therapeutic agent and pharmaceutical composition of the
present invention is an ophthalmic solution, the ophthal-
mic solution can be formulated using technology widely
used to prepare ophthalmic solutions along with pharma-
ceutically acceptable additives as necessary.
[0068] The aforementioned ophthalmic solution can be
prepared by suitably selecting and using isotonic agents
such as sodium chloride or concentrated glycerin, pH
adjusters such as hydrochloric acid or sodium hydroxide,
buffers such as sodium phosphate or sodium acetate,
surfactants such as polyoxyethylene sorbitan mo-
nooleate, Polyoxyl 40 stearate or polyoxyethylene hydro-
genated castor oil, stabilizers such as sodium citrate or
sodium edetate, or preservatives such as benzalkonium
chloride or paraben, as necessary. Although the pH of
the present ophthalmic solution is only required to be
within at range allowable for ophthalmic preparations,
normally it is preferably within the range of 4 to 8.
[0069] Although there are no particular limitations ther-
eon, examples of animals targeted for administration of
a preparation of the preventive or treatment agent and
pharmaceutical composition of the present invention
preferably include humans, monkeys, mice, rats, ham-
sters, guinea pigs, cows, pigs, horses, rabbits, sheep,
goats, cats and dogs, and more preferably include hu-
mans. In addition, when the preventive or therapeutic
agent and pharmaceutical composition of the present in-
vention contains cells and/or a supernatant thereof, it is
preferable that the preventive or therapeutic agent and
pharmaceutical composition of the present invention
matches the type of animal targeted for administration of
the preventive or therapeutic agent and pharmaceutical
composition of the present invention from the viewpoint
of obtaining more stable and superior preventive and/or
therapeutic effects for disease.

Examples

[0070] Although the following provides a more detailed
explanation of the present invention through examples
thereof, the present invention is not limited thereto.

<Adipose-Derived Mesenchymal Stem Cells>

[0071] Poietics adipose-derived mesenchymal stem
cells (PT-5006, Lonza Group Ltd.) were used for the ad-
ipose-derived mesenchymal stem cells(AD-MSC).
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<Human Corneal Epithelial Cells>

[0072] Human corneal epithelial cells (HCEC) were
prepared in the manner indicated below. Human corneal
epithelial cells were harvested from the limbus of an im-
ported human cornea (SightLife, WA) and cultured to a
density of 70% to 90% in an incubator set to an environ-
ment of 37°C and 5% CO2 using CnT-Prime Epithelial
Cell Culture Medium (CnT-PR, CELLnTEC Advanced
Cell Systems AG) in a 10 cm dish (353003, Falcon). After
washing once with 10 ml of PBS (14190-144, Gibco
Corp.), the cells were subjected to an enzyme reaction
for 5 to 10 minutes using 2 ml of TrypLE Express
(12605-010, Gibco Corp.) in an incubator set to 37°C and
5% CO2 followed by the addition of 8 ml of PBS, centri-
fuging for 5 minutes at 1300 rpm with a centrifuge (LC-
230, Tomy Co., Ltd.) and removing the supernatant. The
pellet was suspended to 1 3 106 cells/ml using Stem-
Cell Banker (CB046, Nippon Zenyaku Kogyo Co., Ltd.)
and stored in a freezer at -150°C until the time of use.

<Media>

[0073] MSCGM-CD Bullet Kit (00190632, Lonza
Group Ltd.) was used for the medium for culturing AD-
MSC and recovering exosomes.
[0074] DMEM, High Glucose, Pyruvate (11995-065,
Gibco Corp.) containing 10% FBS and 1% Antibiotic-An-
timycotic (15240-062, Gibco Corp.) was used as medium
to culture NIH/3T3 cells.
[0075] In addition, CnT-Prime (CnT-PR, CELLnTEC
Advanced Cell Systems AG) was used for expansion cul-
turing of the HCEC used at colony assay, and KCM me-
dium containing 5% FBS (Hayashi, Ryuhei, et al.: "Vali-
dation system of tissue-engineered epithelial cell sheets
for corneal regenerative medicine", Tissue Engineering
Part C: Methods 16.4 (2009): 553-560) was used as the
medium during colony formation.

<Preparation of Exosomes>

1. Recovery of Culture Supernatant for Extracting Exo-
somes

[0076] AD-MSC (PT-5008, Lonza Group Ltd., passag-
es: 4-6) were cultured in an incubator set to an environ-
ment of 37°C and 5% CO2 using 13 ml of MSCGM-CD
at a density of 5000 cells/cm2 in a T-75 flask (353136,
Falcon). The medium was replaced with 13 ml of fresh
MSCGM-CD when the cell density reached 70% to 90%
followed by culturing for 3 more days in the same envi-
ronment and recovering the culture supernatant for iso-
lating exosomes. The culture supernatant was dispensed
into a 15 ml tube (352096, Falcon) and stored at -80°C
until it is used to isolate exosomes.

2. Isolation of Exosomes by Ultracentrifugation

[0077] Ultracentrifugation was carried out as described
in the report indicated below. The method referred to is
shown in FIG. 1. (Thery, C., Amigorena, S., Raposo, G.
and Clayton, A. (2006): Isolation and characterization of
exosomes from cell culture supernatants and biological
fluids, Current Protocols in Cell Biology, Editorial Board:
Juan S. Bonifacino, et al., Chapter 3, Unit 3.22,
doi:10.1002/0471143030.cd0322s30).
[0078] The Hitachi CP80WX was used for the centri-
fuge, the PA90AT rotor was used, and a 10 PC bottle
assembly (325952A, Hitachi, Ltd.) subjected to autoclav-
ing treatment for 20 minutes at 121°C was used for the
ultracentrifugation tubes. After 8 ml of supernatant/tube
was centrifuged for 10 minutes at 300 G at room temper-
ature, the supernatant was recovered and the pellet com-
prised of live cells was removed followed by centrifuging
for 10 minutes at 4°C and 2,000 G, recovering 8 ml of
supernatant and removing the pellet comprised of dead
cells. This supernatant was further centrifuged for 30 min-
utes at 4°C and 10,000 G followed by recovering 8 ml of
supernatant and removing the pellet comprised of cell
fragments and the like. Subsequently, the supernatant
was transferred to an ultracentrifuge tube and ultracen-
trifuged for 70 minutes at 4°C and 100,000 G followed
by removing the supernatant to obtain a pellet comprised
of exosomes, re-suspending the pellet with 8 ml of PBS,
ultracentrifuging again for 70 minutes at 4°C and 100,000
G, and removing the supernatant to ultimately obtain a
pellet comprised of exosomes.

<Colony Formation Test>

1. Examination of Effects of Exosomes

[0079] NIH/3T3 cells, treated for 2 hours with Mitomy-
cin C (Mitomycin for Injection, 2 mg, Kyowa Hakko Kirin
Co., Ltd.) at 8 mg/ml in a 24-well plate (353047, Falcon),
were disseminated using DMEM containing 10% FBS at
1 3 104 cells/cm2 for use as feeder cells. After removing
the culture supernatant of HCEC (passage = 2) cultured
in a 10 cm dish until subconfluency and then washing
with 10 ml of PBS, 2 ml of TrypLE Express (12605-010,
Gibco Corp.) were added to carry out an enzyme reaction
in an incubator set to an environment of 37°C and 5%
CO2. The cells were added 8 ml of PBS, followed by
transferring to a 15 ml tube, centrifuging for 15 minutes
at room temperature and 1300 rpm with a centrifuge (LC-
230, Tomy Co., Ltd.) to obtain an HCEC pellet. The pellet
was suspended in KCM containing 5% FBS followed by
disseminating onto the NIH/3T3 feeder cells at 200
cells/well. The amount of medium was made to be a total
of 300 ml/well. The medium was replaced a total of three
times at a frequency of once every 2 to 3 days, the exo-
somes were replaced with fresh exosomes each time,
and culturing was continued for 10 days in the same en-
vironment. The exosomes were treated by adjusting with
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KCM medium containing 5% FBS to a concentration of
20 mg/ml or 30 ml/ml as the amount of protein measured
by BCA assay.

2. Colony Assay (Staining)

[0080] The culture broth was washed once with 500 ml
of PBS followed by the addition of 300 ml of 10% formal-
dehyde buffer and fixing for 2 hours or more at RT. Sub-
sequently, the wells were washed once with 500 ml of
ultrapure water, and after adding 300 ml of 2% Rhodam-
ine B and allowing to react for 30 minutes or more at
room temperature, the wells were washed one to three
times with 0.2 M HCl and dried at room temperature fol-
lowed by scanning the wells with a scanner (GT-F740,
Epson Corp.) or photographing with EVOS FL AUTO
(Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.) to obtain images thereof
(FIG. 2). Colonies were then counted based on these
images. Colony-forming efficiency (CFE, %) was calcu-
lated using the formula: "100 3 no. of colonies/no. of
disseminated cells". As shown in FIG. 3, CFE of the con-
trol cells was 5.6% while CFE of cells treated with exo-
somes was 9.1%, demonstrating that exosome-treat-
ment significantly increased colony formation. On the ba-
sis of the above results, AD-MSC-derived exosomes
were confirmed to have a colony formation promoting
action on HCEC.

3. Analysis of Colony Area

[0081] The images of the wells incorporated with a
scanner were analyzed using Image J 1.45S to obtain
the value of the area of each colony. The results are
shown in FIG. 4. The presence of exosomes was clearly
determined to have the effect of increasing the size of
individual colonies. On the basis thereof, exosomes were
indicated to have activity that promotes cell growth of
HCEC colonies.

4. Statistical Analyses

<Statistical Analyses>

[0082] Statistical analyses were carried out using R
Version 3.11 and EZR Version 1.25.

<Colony Gene Expression Analysis>

1. K12 Gene Expression Analysis

[0083] After removing the culture supernatant and
washing once with 500 ml of PBS, 1 ml of QIAzol Lysis
Reagent (79306, Qiagen, Inc.) was added to each well
of the resulting colonies followed by recovering total
RNA, purifying the total RNA in accordance with the pro-
tocol, and carrying out a reverse transcriptase reaction
using SuperScript III First-Strand Synthesis SuperMix for
qRT-PCR (18080400, Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.) to

obtain cDNA. Applied Biosystems 7500 Fast was then
used to carry out real-time PCR using GAPDH and K12
TaqMan® Gene Expression Assay (Hs99999905_m1
and Hs00165015_m1, respectively). The results were in-
dicated as the relative amount versus the expressed
amount of GAPDH using the comparative CT method.
The results are shown in FIG. 5.

2. K12 Immunofluorescent Staining

[0084] The formed colonies were washed once with
500 ml of PBS and fixed at room temperature for 30 min-
utes with 300 ml of MeOH cooled to -30°C. Subsequently,
after carrying out blocking for 1 hour at room temperature
with 300 ml of 5% NST (5% normal donkey serum, 0.3%
Triton/TBS), 300 ml of Cytokeratin 12 Antibody (N-16)
(SC-17098, Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Inc.) which was
diluted 100-fold with 1% NST (1% normal donky serum,
0.3% Triton/TBS) were added followed by treating for 3
hours at room temperature. After washing three times
with 300 ml of PBS, 300 ml of donkey anti-goat IgG (H+L)
secondary antibody, Alexa Fluor 647 Conjugate
(A21447, Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.), in 200-fold dilu-
tion was added, followed by treating for 1 hour at room
temperature, after which the colonies were treated with
Hoechst stain for the final 10 minutes to stain the nuclei.
After washing three times with ml of PBS, 300 ml of PBS
were added followed by photographing samples at a
wavelength of 647 nm using a fluorescent inverted mi-
croscope (AxioObserver D1, Carl Zeiss AG). The results
are shown in FIG. 6. On the basis of the above results,
AD-MSC-derived exosomes were indicated to have an
inhibitory effect on HCEC differentiation markers.

3. Analysis of Other Marker Genes

[0085] Analyses of K3, K14, K15, p63 (TP63), N-cad-
herin (CDH2) and PAX6 were carried out in accordance
with the method used to analyze K12 gene expression.
The following were used for the Taqman Gene Expres-
sion Assay: K3 (Hs00365080_m1), K12 (00165015_m1),
K14 (Hs00559328_m1), K15 (Hs00267035_m1), p63
(Hs009778339_m1), N-cadherin (Hs00983056_m1) and
PAX6 (Hs00240871_m1). The results are shown in FIG.
5. Although the expression of the corneal epithelial cell
differentiation marker, K3, or PAX6, which plays an im-
portant role during differentiation, was inhibited, expres-
sion of corneal epithelial stem cell markers consisting of
K14, KI5, p63 and N-cadherin was determined to in-
crease. These results suggested that AD-MSC-derived
exosomes have function that promotes colony formation
by inhibiting differentiation of corneal epithelial stem cells
and maintaining the corneal epithelial stems cells in an
undifferentiated state.
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<Exosome Proteome Analysis>

* Shotgun Analysis of Proteins Present in Exosomes

[0086] An exosome pellet was obtained according to
the previously described method. 2% sodium deoxycho-
late (190-08313, Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.)
and 1X Protease Inhibitor Cocktail Set I (165-26021, Wa-
ko Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.) added to 10 ml of 100
mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0) were added to the exosome pellet
followed by suspending therein by vortexing and then
allowing to stand undisturbed at 4°C and O/N. Protein
was assayed with a BCA assay kit (Pierce, 23227) and
10 ml of protein diluted to 1 mg/ml was used in a shotgun
analysis. QTRAP 5500 (AB Sciex) was used for analysis.
[0087] The aforementioned exosomes were confirmed
to contain CD9, CD63, CD81, GAPDH, PKM, Enolase-
1, 40S ribosomal protein S2, S5, SA, S13, S23, S4, S16
and S9, 60S acidic ribosomal protein PO and PI, 60S
ribosomal protein L9, HSPB1 and HSP7C, 14-3-3 protein
zeta/delta, epsilon, theta, beta/alpha, gamma and eta,
syntenin, TGS101, actin cytoplasmic-1, cofilin-1, annexin
A1, A2, A5, A6, A7 and A11, Rab-1B, 7a, 8B, 11A, 13
and 35, ICAM-1, and integrin alpha-V, alpha-2, alpha-4,
alpha-5, beta-1 and beta-5.

<Evaluation of Exosome CD63 Expression Level by 
Western Blotting>

[0088] Using D10132 (Takara Bio Inc.) for bone mar-
row-derived mesenchymal stem cells (BM), KW-4009
(Kurabo) for umbilical cord-derived mesenchymal stem
cells (UC), and KF-4009 (Kurabo) for normal human der-
mal fibroblasts (NHDF), exosomes were isolated from
each culture supernatant thereof containing AD-MSC ac-
cording to the previously described method. Exosomes
obtained by carrying out the same treatment on MSCGM-
CD without culturing the cells were used in a control (CTL)
group. The exosome pellets were suspended using 10
ml of RIPA Lysis and Buffer (89900, Thermo Fisher Sci-
entific Inc.) containing Protease Inhibitor Cocktail Set I
(Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd., 165-26021). The
exosomes were homogenized by treating at 20% for 5
seconds using the QSONICA Q125 small sample ultra-
sonic homogenizer, and the supernatant was recovered
by centrifuging for 15 minutes at 4°C and 14,000 G. After
assaying the protein in the supernatant with the BCA kit
(Pierce, 23227), an amount of 4 3 NuPAGE LDS sample
buffer (Bio-Rad Laboratories, Inc.) equal to one-fourth
the sample volume was added to the sample, and after
treating the sample with a heating block heated for 10
minutes at 70°C, 3 mg aliquots of the sample in terms of
the amount of protein therein were applied to 4% to 12%
NuPAGE Novex Bis-Tris gel (Invitrogen Corp.) followed
by carrying out SDS-PAGE. After transferring to a PVDF
membrane using the iBlot system (Invitrogen Corp.),
blocking was carried out for 1 hour at room temperature
in PBS containing 5% skim milk. After washing three

times for 5 minutes with TBS containing 0.05% Tween
20 (TBS-T), it was allowed to react overnight with the
primary antibody at 4°C, and after washing three times
for 5 minutes with TBS-T, the membrane was allowed to
react for 1 hour with the secondary antibody at room tem-
perature. Anti-CD63 antibody (10628D, Thermo Fisher
Scientific Inc., diluted 1:1000 (TBS)) was used for the
primary antibody, and HRP-labeled anti-mouse IgG an-
tibody (diluted 1:10,000 (PBS)) was used for the second-
ary antibody. ECL Prime (GE Healthcare Biosciences
Corp.) was used for luminescence, and luminescence
was detected with ChemiDoc XRS (Bio-Rad Laborato-
ries, Inc.). AD-MSC-derived exosomes expressed CD63,
and exosomes derived from UC-MSC (umbilical cord-
derived mesenchymal stem cells) and BM-MSC (bone
marrow-derived mesenchymal stem cells) also ex-
pressed CD63, albeit at lower levels than in the case of
AD-MSC-derived exosomes. These results suggested
that AD-MSC has a possibility to secrete more exosomes
as compared to other cells.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0089] The mesenchymal stem cell-derived micropar-
ticles of the present invention have industrial applicability
since it has activity that promotes the growth of corneal
epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells, activ-
ity that maintains corneal epithelial stem cells in an un-
differentiated state or promotes colony formation there-
by, and action that protects corneal epithelium.

Claims

1. Mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles hav-
ing activity that promotes the growth of corneal epi-
thelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial cells, ac-
tivity that maintains corneal epithelial stem cells in
an undifferentiated state or promotes the formation
of colonies by corneal epithelial stem cells, or func-
tion that protects corneal epithelium.

2. The mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles
according to claim 1, wherein the mesenchymal stem
cell-derived microparticles have a density as deter-
mined by density gradient centrifugation of 1.13 g/mL
to 1.19 g/mL.

3. The mesenchymal stem cell-derived microparticles
according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the mesenchymal
stem cell-derived microparticles are exosomes.

4. A growth promoter of corneal epithelial stem cells
and/or corneal epithelial cells, an undifferentiated
corneal epithelial cell maintenance agent or corneal
epithelial cell colony formation promoter, or a corneal
epithelium protective agent which contains mesen-
chymal stem cell-derived microparticles as an active
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ingredient thereof.

5. A preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal epithe-
lial diseases containing mesenchymal stem cell-de-
rived microparticles as an active ingredient thereof.

6. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal ep-
ithelial diseases according to claim 5, wherein the
corneal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid
corrosion, chemical toxicity, Stevens-Johnson syn-
drome, ocular pemphigoid, (recurrent) pterygium,
persistent corneal epithelial defect, corneal punc-
ture, corneal marginal ulcer, corneal ulcer, epithelial
detachment following excimer laser surgery, radia-
tion keratopathy, aniridia, post-trachoma corneal
opacification, Salzmann’s corneal degeneration,
corneal erosion, symblepharon, cryptogenic diseas-
es associated with loss of corneal epithelial stem
cells, limbus tumor, graft versus host disease
(GVHD), keratitis, superficial punctate keratopathy,
dry eye, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, corneal epithelial
stem cell deficiency, corneal dystrophy, diabetic
keratopathy and corneal epithelial disorders.

7. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal ep-
ithelial diseases according to claim 5, wherein the
corneal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of corneal epithelial disorders, superficial
punctate keratopathy, corneal erosion, corneal mar-
ginal ulcer, persistent corneal epithelial defect, dry
eye, epithelial detachment following excimer laser
surgery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corro-
sion, chemical toxicity, diabetic keratopathy, corneal
epithelial stem cell deficiency, Stevens-Johnson
syndrome, ocular pemphigoid, aniridia, cryptogenic
diseases associated with loss of corneal epithelial
stem cells and graft versus host disease (GVHD).

8. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal ep-
ithelial diseases according to claim 5, wherein the
corneal epithelial disease is selected from the group
consisting of corneal epithelial disorders, superficial
punctate keratopathy, corneal erosion, corneal mar-
ginal ulcer, persistent corneal epithelial defect, dry
eye, epithelial detachment following excimer laser
surgery, heat corrosion, alkali corrosion, acid corro-
sion, chemical toxicity and diabetic keratopathy.

9. The preventive or therapeutic agent for corneal ep-
ithelial diseases according to claim 8, wherein the
corneal epithelial stem cell deficiency is caused by
an extrinsic factor, an intrinsic factor, a congenital
defect or a neoplastic disease.

10. A method for culturing corneal epithelial stem cells,
comprising culturing in the presence of mesenchy-
mal stem cell-derived microparticles.

11. Corneal epithelial stem cells and/or corneal epithelial
cells obtained by the culture method according to
claim 10.

12. A method for screening preventive or therapeutic
agents for corneal epithelial diseases that uses col-
ony formation by corneal epithelial stem cells as an
indicator.
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