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(54) WIPER DRIVING APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR DRIVING SAME

(57) A wiper driving apparatus according to embod-
iments comprises: a sensor unit including a carbon micro
coil; a precipitation amount sensing unit for outputting an
output value corresponding to the value of a difference
between a first frequency and a preset second frequency
according to a change in the impedance value of the sen-
sor unit; and a control unit for determining whether there
is precipitation and the amount of precipitation by using

the output value output through the precipitation amount
sensing unit, and determining wiper driving conditions
according to the determined results, wherein the first fre-
quency is changed to correspond to a change in the in-
ductance value of the carbon micro coil according to
whether there is precipitation and the amount of precip-
itation.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] Embodiments relate to a wiper driving apparatus and, more particularly, a wiper driving apparatus capable of
determining presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall using a carbon micro coil (CMC) and driving a wiper
according to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.

[Background Art]

[0002] In general, a wiper is installed on a windshield of a vehicle in order to solve visibility obstacle occurring due to
rainwater in case of rain. Intermittent speed control of the wiper is performed step by step according to the amount of
falling raindrops. However, since such a wiper speed control system performs control through only several steps, the
wiper cannot be driven at a speed desired by a driver according to the amount of rainwater.
[0003] In order to solve such a problem, a circuit board, on which a light source and a sensor, which is a light receiving
element, are mounted, is provided to be inclined with respect to the surface of the windshield to minimize influence of
light reflected from the surface of the windshield, and only an optical signal reflected from raindrops is received to increase
rain sensing efficiency. That is, since light directly reflected from the windshield escapes from a light receiving range of
the light receiving element to minimize the amount of light reflected from the windshield and received by the light receiving
element and only the amount of light reflected from raindrops is received by the light receiving element, the circuit board
including the light source and the light receiving element are provided to be inclined with respect to the surface of the
windshield at a predetermined angle such that only diffused reflected signals from raindrops are sensed.
[0004] However, even in a product in which a circuit board including a light source and a light receiving element is
provided to be inclined with respect to a windshield of a vehicle, since light emitted from the light source may be directly
absorbed to the light receiving element, rain sensing efficiency is incomplete and insufficient. That is, light emitted from
the light source is spread at a predetermined angle range. Even when the light source and the light receiving element
are provided to be inclined with respect to the surface of the windshield, since some light other than light escaping from
the windshield is directly irradiated toward the light receiving element, raindrop sensing efficiency may be slightly reduced
due to indirect light delivered from the light source to the light receiving element and thus rain sensing efficiency may
be incomplete and insufficient.
[0005] Even when peripheral interference light such as light emitted from headlights of adjacent vehicles is minimized,
some interference light may not be blocked. In addition, a light-sensing rain sensor is very sensitive and may be influenced
by a small amount of unblocked peripheral light. Therefore, high rain sensing effects cannot be obtained. In addition, in
order to implement a structure for minimizing influence of peripheral light, the structure may become slightly complicated.
Therefore, productivity may not be efficient and product costs may be increased.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0006] According to the embodiment of the present invention, provided are a wiper driving apparatus capable of sensing
change in impedance of a carbon micro coil due to raindrops falling on a windshield of a vehicle and determining
presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall, and a method of driving the same.
[0007] In addition, according to the embodiment, provided are a wiper driving apparatus capable of determining pres-
ence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall using an element including a carbon micro coil and controlling driving
of a wiper and a driving speed of the wiper, and a method of driving the same.
[0008] In addition, according to the embodiment, provided are a wiper driving apparatus capable of distinguishing
between foreign materials and rainwater and driving a wiper at a speed corresponding to the amount of rainfall only
when rainwater is sensed, and a method of driving the same.
[0009] In addition, according to the embodiment, provided are a wiper driving apparatus capable of driving a wiper
according to the amount of rainfall only when a difference between a first frequency according to reaction properties of
a carbon micro coil generated by rain and a second frequency according to a reference frequency is within a predetermined
reaction range, and a method of driving the same.
[0010] The technical problems solved by the present invention are not limited to the above technical problems and
other technical problems which are not described herein will become apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
description.
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[Technical Solution]

[0011] In accordance with one embodiment, a wiper driving apparatus includes a sensor unit including a carbon micro
coil, a rainfall sensing unit for outputting an output value corresponding to a difference value between a first frequency
according to change in an impedance value of the sensor unit and a predetermined second frequency, and a controller
for determining presence/absence of rain and an amount of rainfall using the output value output from the rainfall sensing
unit and determining a wiper driving condition according to the result of determination. The first frequency is changed
in correspondence with change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil according to presence/absence of rain and
the amount of rainfall.
[0012] The rainfall sensing unit may include a first frequency generator for outputting the first frequency having an
oscillation frequency corresponding to change in impedance of the sensor unit, a second frequency generator for out-
putting the second frequency corresponding to a predetermined reference oscillation frequency, a difference frequency
generator for outputting a difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency, and a filter for filtering
the difference value output from the difference frequency generator within a predetermined filtering region.
[0013] The filtering region of the filter may be set based on a first threshold of change in inductance value of the carbon
micro coil due to falling of rain.
[0014] The controller may distinguish a material for generating the difference value based on the first threshold and
a second threshold of change in inductance value due to a material other than rain.
[0015] The filter may include any one of a low pass filter and a band pass filter according to the difference value
between the first frequency and the second frequency generated according to the amount of rainfall.
[0016] The controller may determine the amount of rainfall according to the difference value between the first frequency
and the second frequency filtered through the filter and determining a driving speed of a wiper according to the amount
of rainfall.
[0017] The first frequency may have a frequency corresponding to change in inductance value of the carbon micro
coil configuring the sensor unit and capacitance value of a capacitor connected to the carbon micro coil.
[0018] The sensor unit may include a substrate, a sensing electrode formed on a first surface of the substrate, a
reaction layer formed on the first surface of the substrate while embedding an upper surface of the substrate and the
sensing electrode and formed of the carbon micro coil, and a protective layer surrounding the vicinity of the substrate
and the reaction layer.
[0019] The reaction layer may generate change in positive imaginary part of impedance due to force applied by falling
of rain and change in negative imaginary part of impedance due to change in dielectric constant by an object present
on a second surface.
[0020] A plurality of sensing electrodes may be formed, each of the plurality of sensing electrodes may include a first
electrode part disposed in an edge region of the substrate, and a second electrode part extending from one end of the
first electrode part in a longitudinal direction of the substrate, and an internal angle between the first electrode part and
the second electrode part may be an obtuse angle.
[0021] In accordance with another embodiment, a wiper driving method includes outputting a first frequency having
an oscillation frequency corresponding to change in impedance value of a sensor unit including a carbon micro coil,
outputting a second frequency corresponding to a predetermined reference oscillation frequency, determining pres-
ence/absence of rain and an amount of rainfall based on a difference value between the first frequency and the second
frequency, and determining a wiper driving condition according to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.
The first frequency is changed in correspondence with change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil according
to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.
[0022] The determining of the amount of rainfall may include filtering the difference value between the first frequency
and the second frequency within a predetermined filtering region.
[0023] The filtering region may be set based on a first threshold of change in inductance value of the carbon micro
coil according to falling of rain.
[0024] The wiper driving method may further include detecting a material for generating the difference value between
the first threshold and a second threshold of change in inductance value due to a material other than rain
[0025] The filtering comprises filtering the first difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency
changed according to the amount of rainfall through any one of a low pass filter and a band pass filter.
[0026] The determining of the wiper driving condition may include determining the amount of rainfall according to the
filtered difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency when the difference value is in a filtering
region and determining a driving speed of the wiper according to the amount of rainfall.
[0027] The outputting of the first frequency may include outputting the first frequency having an oscillation frequency
corresponding to change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil configuring the sensor unit and capacitance value
of a capacitor connected to the carbon micro coil.
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[Advantageous Effect]

[0028] According to embodiments, when rain falls, a wiper is immediately driven based on a driving condition according
to the amount of rainfall, thereby improving convenience of a driver in case of rain.
[0029] According to embodiments, presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall are determined using a carbon
micro coil, thereby providing a rain sensor having properties (reaction properties, precision, accuracy, power consumption,
miniaturization, etc.) differentiated from an existing optical method.
[0030] In addition, according to embodiments, since an external environment does not influence a rain sensor, an
additional correction sensor for correcting the properties of the rain sensor is not necessary, thereby reducing costs.
[0031] In addition, according to embodiments, since presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall can be
determined even by small change in inductance of a carbon micro coil, a small amount of rainfall may be sensed. In
addition, a reaction region for avoiding foreign materials is set, such that the wiper is prevented from being driven by
the foreign materials.

[Description of Drawings]

[0032]

FIG. 1 is a side view showing a state in which a rain sensor is mounted on a windshield of a vehicle according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing a detailed structure of the rain sensor shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a reaction layer shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a sensing electrode shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a method of manufacturing the rain sensor 20 shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a wiper driving apparatus according to an embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing the properties of a carbon micro coil according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing the configuration of a rainfall sensing unit 25 shown in FIG. 6.

FIGS. 9 to 11 are diagrams showing change in a difference frequency value according to a first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing change in a difference frequency value according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 13 to 15 are graphs showing change properties of a carbon micro coil according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 16 and 17 are flowcharts illustrating a method of driving a wiper driving apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention step by step.

[Best Mode]

[0033] The advantages and features of the present invention and the way of attaining them will become apparent with
reference to embodiments described below in detail in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. Embodiments,
however, may be embodied in many different forms and should not be constructed as being limited to example embod-
iments set forth herein. Rather, these example embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will be through and
complete and will fully convey the scope to those skilled in the art. The scope of the present invention should be defined
by the claims. Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the
same or like parts.
[0034] In describing the present invention, if it is determined that the detailed description of a related known function
or construction renders the scope of the present invention unnecessarily ambiguous, the detailed description thereof
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will be omitted. Meaning of terminology used herein should be determined in consideration of functionality of the present
invention, and it may be variable depending on user’s or operator’s intention, or customs in the art. Therefore, corre-
sponding meaning should be determined with reference to the entire pages of the specification.
[0035] The combination of the blocks of the accompanying drawings and the steps of flowcharts may be implemented
by computer program instructions. Since these computer program instructions may be installed in general purpose
computers, special purpose computers, or processors of other programmable data processing apparatuses, the instruc-
tions performed through the computers or processors of other programmable data processing apparatuses generate
means for performing functions described in the blocks of the drawings or the steps of the flowcharts. Since these
computer program instructions may be stored in a computer-available or computer-readable memory supporting com-
puters or other programmable data processing apparatuses in order to implement functions in a particular manner, these
computer program instructions stored in a computer-available or computer-readable memory supporting computers or
other programmable data processing apparatuses may produce products including instruction means for performing the
functions described in the blocks of the drawings or the steps of the flowchart. Since computer program instructions may
be installed in computers or other programmable data processing apparatuses, a series of operation steps is performed
on the computers or other programmable data processing apparatuses to generate processes performed by the com-
puters such that the instructions performed by the computers or other programmable data processing apparatuses may
provide steps for performing the functions described in the blocks of the drawings and the steps of the flowcharts.
[0036] Also, each block or each step may represent a module, segment, or portion of code, which includes one or
more executable instructions for implementing the specified logical function(s). In addition, in some alternative embod-
iments, it should be noted that the functions described in the blocks or steps may be performed out of order. For example,
the functions of consecutively shown two blocks or steps may be executed substantially at the same time or may be
executed in inverse order.
[0037] FIG. 1 is a side view showing a state in which a rain sensor is mounted on a windshield of a vehicle according
to an embodiment of the present invention, FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing a detailed structure of the rain
sensor shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a reaction layer shown in FIG. 2, and FIG. 4 is a plan view of a
sensing electrode shown in FIG. 2.
[0038] Referring to FIGS. 1 to 4, a rain sensor 20 is mounted on a windshield 10 of a vehicle.
[0039] The rain sensor 20 is provided to face the windshield 10 of the vehicle and senses presence/absence of
raindrops falling on the windshield 10 or change in impedance according to the amount of raindrops.
[0040] The rain sensor 20 forms a sensing region at a predetermined position of the windshield 10 of the vehicle and
senses information on the state of raindrops generated in the sensing area.
[0041] Referring to FIG. 2, the rain sensor 20 includes a substrate 21, sensing electrodes 22, a reaction layer 23, a
driving part 24 and a protective layer 25.
[0042] The rain sensor 20 senses change in impedance in a predetermined region located inside the windshield 10
of the vehicle according to presence/absence of raindrops falling on the windshield 10 and provides information on
driving of a wiper.
[0043] The substrate 21 is a base substrate, on which the sensing electrodes 22, the reaction layer 23 and the driving
part 24 are mounted.
[0044] The sensing electrode 22 is formed on the substrate 21. The sensing electrodes 22 are embedded by the
reaction layer 23 and are formed on an upper surface of the substrate 21.
[0045] A plurality of sensing electrodes 22 is formed to sense impedance changed according to reaction of the reaction
layer 23 by a material formed on a surface of the reaction layer 23.
[0046] The sensing electrodes 22 may include a first sensing electrode having a positive polarity and a second sensing
electrode having a negative polarity.
[0047] The reaction layer 23 is formed on the substrate 21. The reaction layer is formed to embed an upper surface
of the substrate 21 and the sensing electrodes 22.
[0048] Preferably, the reaction layer 23 has a predetermined thickness and is formed on the substrate 21, on which
the sensing electrodes 22 are formed.
[0049] The reaction layer 23 is formed of a conductive material and has properties in which impedance is changed
according to force generated by an external material or change in permittivity.
[0050] Preferably, the reaction layer 23 is a carbon micro coil (CMC) having a spring shape. That is, the reaction layer
23 is formed by depositing hydrocarbon, that is, at least one of acetylene, methane, propane and benzene, on the
substrate 21 using a chemical vapor deposition (CVD) process.
[0051] Alternatively, the reaction layer 23 may be manufactured using metal catalyst based on nickel or nickel-iron.
[0052] The carbon micro coil may not have a linear shape but may have a rolled shape like a pig tail, as shown in FIG.
3 and is amorphous carbon fiber having a unique structure, which cannot be implemented by a textile material. The
carbon micro coil may extend to a length corresponding to 10 times or more of an original length of a coil, and has super
elasticity.
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[0053] (a) of FIG. 3 shows a carbon micro coil formed in the reaction layer 23 and (b) is a detailed diagram of the
carbon micro coil.
[0054] The morphology of the reaction layer 23 has a 3D-helical/spiral structure and a crystal structure is amorphous.
[0055] In other words, the reaction layer 230 is formed by growing the carbon fiber in a coil shape. The reaction layer
23 has a cross-sectional structure obtained by growing a carbon fiber in a coil shape.
[0056] That is, the impedance of the reaction layer 23 is changed by force applied when a specific material contacts
the surface of the windshield 10, to which the rain sensor 20 is attached, or permittivity of the specific material.
[0057] The sensing electrodes 22 senses change in impedance of the reaction layer 23 and delivers a sensing signal
according to change in impedance to the driving part 24.
[0058] The driving part 24 is formed on a lower surface of the substrate 21 to sense presence/absence of rain or the
amount of rainfall according to the sensing signal delivered through the sensing electrodes 22 and to generate a control
signal for controlling operation of the wiper according to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.
[0059] That is, generally, REAL TERM of impedance is resistance, POSITIVE IMAGINARY TERM is inductance, and
NEGATIVE IMAGINARY TERM is capacitance, and impedance is a sum of resistance, inductance and capacitance.
[0060] Accordingly, like a general resistor, inductor and capacitor, the rain sensor 20 requires a pair of sensing elec-
trodes 22 in order to sense change in impedance generated in the reaction layer 23. The sensing electrodes 22 serve
to connect the reaction layer 23 and the driving part 24 while optimizing the sensing properties of the reaction layer 23.
[0061] Here, when specific force is applied to the surface of the windshield 10 or a material having specific permittivity
contacts the surface of the windshield, capacitance of the reaction layer 23 increases and thus a resistance value and
an inductance value decrease.
[0062] At this time, the sensed impedance value is a sum of the resistance value, the inductance value and the
capacitance. Thus, the impedance value is linearly decreased according to force applied to the surface or permittivity.
[0063] At this time, the sensing electrode 22 has a structure shown in FIG. 4 and is formed on the substrate 21.
[0064] The sensing electrode 22 includes a first electrode part formed in an edge region of the substrate 21 and a
second electrode part extending from one end of the first electrode part to the center region of the substrate and having
a predetermined tilt angle with respect to one end of the first electrode part.
[0065] That is, the change state of impedance generated in the reaction layer 23 is changed according to the shape
of the sensing electrodes 22.
[0066] Accordingly, in the present invention, in order to optimally control the change state of impedance of the reaction
layer 23, the sensing electrodes 22 each having the first electrode part and the second electrode part are formed on the
substrate 21.
[0067] Meanwhile, a via 26 is formed in a lower part of one end of the second electrode part.
[0068] The via 26 is formed by embedding a metal material in a through-hole penetrating through the upper and lower
surfaces of the substrate 21.
[0069] One end of the via 26 penetrates through the substrate 21 to be connected to the sensing electrode and the
other end of the via 26 is connected to the driving part 24 attached to the lower surface of the substrate 21.
[0070] Meanwhile, the driving part 24 includes an analog front end (AFE) and is connected to the sensing electrode
22 through the via 26.
[0071] At this time, the AFE performs a differential amplification function and the change state of impedance according
to rain is changed according to positive differential amplification or negative differential amplification.
[0072] Accordingly, the driving part 24 senses the change state of the impedance value based on a reference value
according to the differential amplification state and drives the wiper to remove raindrops when the change state exceeds
a threshold.
[0073] Hereinafter, a step of driving the wiper will be described in greater detail.
[0074] That is, when raindrops fall, the raindrops apply predetermined force to the windshield 10 or change permittivity.
[0075] In addition, impedance change occurs in the reaction layer 23 according to the applied force or change in
permittivity.
[0076] At this time, change in impedance may correspond to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.
That is, force applied to the reaction layer 23 or permittivity increases in proportion to the amount of rainfall and change
in impedance decreases in inverse proportion to increase in permittivity or force.
[0077] When rain falls, the impedance of the reaction layer 23 is changed and the amplitude of the internal clock of
the driving part 24 is changed according to change in impedance.
[0078] A differential signal according to differential amplification of the AFE of the driving unit 24 is output according
to change in amplitude of the internal clock.
[0079] Thereafter, when the differential signal is output, the output differential signal is converted into a digital signal
and is delivered to a main controller (which will be described below) of the vehicle.
[0080] The main controller (not shown) determines presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall based on
change in impedance according to the delivered digital signal, and drives the wiper for removing raindrops when rain
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falls and the amount of rainfall exceeds the threshold.
[0081] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a method of manufacturing the rain sensor 20 shown in FIG. 2.
[0082] Referring to FIG. 5, first, liquid 81 used to form the reaction layer 23 is manufactured in a plating bath 80.
[0083] The liquid 81 may be formed of a carbon micro coil. At this time, the liquid 81 may include only a carbon micro
coil. Alternatively, the liquid may further include resin and a dispersing agent.
[0084] In a first step, a carbon micro coil material and resin are put and mixed in the plating bath 80 and the dispersing
agent is further added and dispersed. The dispersing agent is used to uniformly disperse the liquid on the substrate 21.
[0085] Next, the substrate 21 is prepared and the sensing electrodes 22 are formed on the prepared substrate 21.
[0086] The plurality of sensing electrodes 22 is formed and has a flat structure shown in FIG. 4.
[0087] Next, a frame 82 is formed in an edge region of the substrate 21. The frame 82 is formed on the substrate 21
while covering the edge region of the substrate 21 and exposing the center region of the substrate 21.
[0088] Next, the manufactured liquid 81 is put into the frame of the substrate 21.
[0089] In addition, the reaction layer 23 is formed based on the put liquid 81 through a curing process.
[0090] At this time, the curing process may be performed at a temperature of 120 °C for 30 minutes.
[0091] Hereinafter, the driving principle of the rain sensor 20 will be described in greater detail.
[0092] The sensing electrodes 22 are embedded in the reaction layer 23 formed of the carbon micro coil. The sensing
electrodes 22 are connected to the driving part 24 mounted on the lower surface of the substrate 21 through the via 26.
[0093] At this time, the reaction layer 23 may determine presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall and the
measurement sensitivity thereof is changed according to the shape of the sensing electrodes 22. In the embodiment,
the sensing electrodes 22 having the flat structure are formed.
[0094] Accordingly, in the embodiment, optimization of various elements such as composition by controlling the content
of the carbon micro coil, the optimized electrode shape or the position where the driving part 24 is mounted is important.
[0095] In addition, as described above, impedance incudes a real part and an imaginary part (reactance) and the
imaginary part includes a positive imaginary part (inductive) and a negative imaginary part (capacitive). At this time, the
rain sensor 20 including the carbon micro coil performs measurement using two characteristic changes of the positive
imaginary part (inductive) and the negative imaginary part (capacitive).
[0096] That is, when rain falls, force applied to the windshield 10 of the vehicle is changed according to the amount
of rainfall and the amount of water (raindrops) present on the windshield 10 is also changed.
[0097] At this time, the carbon micro coil (CMC) is a group of micro coils and is a dielectric having a dielectric constant.
[0098] At this time, the force is measured through change in inductive component, that is, characteristic change of the
carbon micro coil, and the amount of water present on the windshield 10 is measured by capacitive change by change
in dielectric constant.
[0099] That is, each of the layers configuring the rain sensor 20 functions as a dielectric having a specific dielectric
constant. If rain falls, water, that is, a dielectric, is newly generated from the viewpoint of the electrode and thus capacitive
change occurs.
[0100] At this time, a real part may be adjusted according to the area of the reaction layer 23. When rain falls, as
described above, the impedance value is changed by change in inductive and capacitive values.
[0101] Accordingly, in the embodiment, change in impedance value according to change in inductive and capacitive
values of the rain sensor 20 is sensed to determine presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.
[0102] Meanwhile, an adhesion member (not shown) such as silicon is formed on the inner side of the windshield 10
and the rain sensor 20 is mounted in a specific internal region of the windshield 10 by the adhesion member.
[0103] At this time, the rain sensor 20 senses change in impedance in consideration of the dielectric constant of the
adhesion member.
[0104] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a wiper driving apparatus according to an embodiment.
[0105] Referring to FIG. 6, the wiper driving apparatus includes a sensor unit 20, a rainfall sensing unit 25, a memory
30, a wiper 40, a motor 50, a wiper driving unit 60 and a controller 70.
[0106] The sensor unit 20 means the rain sensor and senses change in impedance occurring depending on pres-
ence/absence of rain.
[0107] The sensor unit 20 has the structure shown in FIG. 2.
[0108] In particular, the sensor unit 20 may have a circuit structure in which the carbon micro coil and a capacitor are
connected in parallel.
[0109] The rainfall sensing unit 25 is connected to the sensor unit 20 to generate an oscillation frequency according
to change in impedance of the sensor unit 20 occurring depending on presence/absence of rain and rainfall and to
determine presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall according to a difference between the oscillation frequency
and the reference frequency.
[0110] At this time, the rainfall sensing unit 25 senses whether the difference frequency between the oscillation fre-
quency and the reference frequency is in a predetermined filtering region and outputs a digital value corresponding to
the difference frequency only when the difference frequency is in the predetermined filtering region.
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[0111] The detailed configuration and operation of the rainfall sensing unit 25 will be described below in greater detail.
[0112] Information for controlling various components of the vehicle is stored in the memory 30.
[0113] In particular, wiper driving condition information for driving the wiper in correspondence with the digital value
according to the difference frequency output through the rainfall sensing unit 25 is stored in the memory 30.
[0114] The driving condition information may include whether the wiper is driven or not and driving speed information
of the wiper.
[0115] At this time, the driving condition information may be divided according to the type of the filter included in the
rainfall sensing unit 25.
[0116] That is, any one of a low pass filter (LPF) and a band pass filter (BPF) may be included in the rainfall sensing
unit 25 according to the properties of the sensor unit 20.
[0117] The LPF and the BPF have different filtering frequency ranges.
[0118] In the embodiment, the driving condition information of the wiper corresponding to the output value according
to the type of the filter included in the rainfall sensing unit 25 is stored in the memory 30.
[0119] The wiper 40 is mounted outside the windshield 10 of the vehicle to remove moisture such as raindrops present
on the windshield 10.
[0120] The motor 50 drives the wiper 40 according to the predetermined condition.
[0121] The wiper driving unit 60 provides condition information for driving the wiper 40 to the motor 50.
[0122] The condition information may be information on power to be supplied to the wiper 40 through the motor 50.
[0123] The controller 70 receives an output value output through the rainfall sensing unit 25 and sets the driving
condition for driving the wiper 40 based on the received output value.
[0124] Hereinafter, the configuration and operation of the rainfall sensing unit 25 will be described in greater detail.
[0125] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing the properties of a carbon micro coil according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
[0126] As shown in FIG. 7, the carbon micro coil usually has a first inductance value. When force is applied to the
carbon micro coil or permittivity is changed, the inductance value decreases.
[0127] The inductance value has decrement changed according to the type of the material laid on the carbon micro coil.
[0128] That is, the inductance value has a relatively low decrement if rainwater contacts the carbon micro coil, has a
decrement higher than that of the case where rainwater contacts the carbon micro coil if a portion of a human body
contacts the carbon micro coil, and has a decrement higher than that of the case where rainwater or human body contacts
the carbon micro coil if a metal material contacts the carbon micro coil.
[0129] FIG. 8 is a diagram showing the configuration of a rainfall sensing unit 25 shown in FIG. 6.
[0130] Referring to FIG. 8, the rainfall sensing unit 25 includes a first frequency generator 251, a second frequency
generator 252, a difference frequency generator 253, a filter 245 and an analog-to-digital converter 255.
[0131] The first frequency generator 251 is connected to the sensor unit 20 to generate a first frequency according to
change in impedance of the sensor unit 20.
[0132] The first frequency generator 251 may be composed of an LC oscillation circuit.
[0133] Preferably, the first frequency generator 251 is configured to generate an oscillation frequency changed ac-
cording to change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil using the carbon micro coil and the capacitor configuring
the sensor unit 20.
[0134] That is, the first frequency generator 251 oscillates the oscillation frequency by the sensor unit 20 using the
carbon micro coil attached to the windshield.
[0135] In other words, the inductance value of the carbon micro coil configuring the sensor unit 20 and the capacitance
value of the capacitor determine the oscillation frequency of the first frequency generator 251.
[0136] The second frequency generator is a reference oscillator and generates a second frequency corresponding to
a reference oscillation frequency.
[0137] At this time, the first frequency generated by the first frequency generator 251 may be minutely changed.
Therefore, in the first embodiment of the present invention, the filter 245 includes an LPF.
[0138] Hereinafter, assume that the filter 245 includes an LPF.
[0139] At this time, when rain does not fall in the sensor unit 20, the first frequency generated by the first frequency
generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second frequency generator 252 may be configured to have
the same value.
[0140] In addition, when rain falls in the sensor unit 20, the difference between the first frequency and the second
frequency increases according to the amount of rainfall and the amount of rainfall is determined based on the increased
difference.
[0141] At this time, if the inductance of the carbon micro coil included in the sensor unit 20 is L and the capacitance
of the capacitor is C, the first frequency ω0 generated by the first frequency generator 251 is expressed as shown in
Equation 1.
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[0142] In addition, a first voltage value V0 corresponding to the first frequency generated by the first frequency generator
251 is expressed as shown in Equation 2 below.

[0143] In addition, a second voltage value Vr corresponding to the second frequency generated by the second frequency
generator 252 is expressed as shown in Equation 3 below.

[0144] The difference frequency generator 253 is connected to the first frequency generator 251 and the second
frequency generator 252 to output a difference value corresponding to the difference between the first frequency gen-
erated by the first frequency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second frequency generator 252.
[0145] At this time, the difference value Vdmod generated by the difference frequency generator 253 is expressed as
shown in Equation 4.

where, the difference value has the value shown in Equation 4 above because, when rain does not fall in the sensor
unit 20, the first frequency generated by the first frequency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the
second frequency generator 252 have the same value.
[0146] The filter 245 filters the output value generated by the difference frequency generator 253 to output the filtered
output value.
[0147] At this time, a filtering region corresponding to a frequency range having a predetermined size is present in the
filter 245 and the output value of the difference frequency generator 253 is filtered in the filtering region.
[0148] Here, the filtering region may be determined by the type of the filter 245 and the change properties of the carbon
micro coil occurring when rain falls in the sensor unit 20.
[0149] The change properties of the carbon micro coil will be described below in greater detail.
[0150] Meanwhile, the type of the filter 245 may be determined by the structure of the carbon micro coil.
[0151] That is, the inductance value of the carbon micro coil is not changed in a large range but is minutely changed
depending on presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall. When the difference between the first frequency
generated by the first frequency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second frequency generator
252 is small according to the minutely changed value, the filter 245 may include an LPF.
[0152] When the difference between the first frequency generated by the first frequency generator 251 and the second
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frequency generated by the second frequency generator 252 is large according to change in inductance value of the
carbon micro coil, the filter 245 may include a BPF.
[0153] In other words, the type of the filter 245 may be determined by a structure such as the area of the carbon micro
coil configuring the sensor unit 20.
[0154] The analog-to-digital converter 255 converts the output value output from the filter 245 into a digital value and
outputs the digital value.
[0155] FIGS. 9 to 11 are diagrams showing change in a difference frequency value according to a first embodiment
of the present invention.
[0156] Referring to FIG. 9, when a specific material does not contact the sensor unit 20 not to change permittivity, the
first frequency generated by the first frequency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second
frequency generator 252 may have the same frequency.
[0157] Accordingly, in a state in which rain does not fall, the output value filtered by the filter 245 according to the
output value output from the difference frequency generator 253 is substantially a DC voltage.
[0158] Referring to FIG. 10, when a specific material contacts the sensor unit 20 to change permittivity and the contacted
material is rainwater, the output value filtered by the filter 245 is subjected to frequency shift within the predetermined
filtering region.
[0159] In other words, as rain falls, when the inductance value of the carbon micro coil of the sensor unit 20 is changed,
the first frequency generated by the first frequency generator 251 is changed and thus the first frequency becomes
different from the second frequency.
[0160] At this time, the difference frequency between the first frequency and the second frequency increases according
to the intensity of rain (the amount of rainfall).
[0161] In the embodiment of the present invention, the amount of rainfall may be determined according to the difference
frequency between the first frequency and the second frequency. In other words, in the embodiment of the present
invention, presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall are determined according to the frequency domain change
according to the signal output from the filter 245.
[0162] The difference between the first frequency and the second frequency may be generated by rainwater, moisture
or a foreign material.
[0163] The foreign material may include a human body, paper, stone, metal, etc.
[0164] In the carbon micro coil, change in inductance value due to rainwater and change in inductance value due to
the foreign material such as human body, paper, stone and metal are different.
[0165] In other words, a threshold point of change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil generated by rainwater
and a threshold point of change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil generated by the foreign material such as
human body, paper, stone and metal are different.
[0166] Accordingly, whether the difference between the first frequency and the second frequency is generated due to
rainwater or a foreign material may be determined according to the threshold point of change in inductance value (change
properties of the carbon micro coil).
[0167] In the embodiment, the filtering region of the filter 245 is determined according to the change properties of the
carbon micro coil generated by the respective materials and the wiper may be selectively driven only when the difference
between the first frequency and the second frequency is generated in the determined filtering region.
[0168] Referring to FIG. 11, if the difference between the first frequency and the second frequency is not generated
by rainwater but is generated by the foreign material, the difference frequency may be outside the filtering region of the
filter 245.
[0169] At this time, since the difference frequency is not included in the filtering region as shown in FIG. 11, the wiper
is not driven.
[0170] FIG. 12 is a diagram showing change in a difference frequency value according to a second embodiment of
the present invention.
[0171] Referring to FIG. 12, in design of the sensor unit 20, if there is a difference between the first frequency and the
second frequency when rain does not fall and if the first frequency largely increases/decreases when rain falls, the filter
may include a BPF,
[0172] At this time, the filtering region of the filter 245 may have a frequency range different from that of the LPF.
[0173] Presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall may be determined according to shift of the difference
frequency generated according to change in difference frequency in the filtering region.
[0174] At this time, if the filter 245 is a BPF, the output value of the difference frequency generator 253 is expressed
as shown in Equation 5 below.



EP 3 333 024 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0175] FIGS. 13 to 15 are graphs showing change properties of a carbon micro coil according to an embodiment of
the present invention.
[0176] Referring to FIG. 13, the carbon micro coil has change properties which differ according to stone, paper, servo
motor, cellular phone 1 (power off state), cellular phone 2 (power on state), cellular phone 3 (battery detachment state),
battery, multi-meter and water.
[0177] In other words, the carbon micro coil generates an output value which differ according to the above-described
materials.
[0178] The output value of the carbon micro coil may be differently changed according to a contact area and a contact
direction even in the same stone. As the size of stone increases, the weight and contact area of stone increases and
thus the output value increases.
[0179] Even when a non-magnetic material such as paper or a magnetic material such as a servo motor contacts the
carbon micro coil, the output value is largely changed without influence of a magnetic field.
[0180] Referring to FIGS. 14 and 15, the output value of the carbon micro coil according to the present invention differ
depending on whether a human body or rainwater contacts the carbon micro coil.
[0181] That is, the output value of the carbon micro coil has a minus value when a human body contacts the carbon
micro coil and has a plus value when water such as rainwater contacts the carbon micro coil.
[0182] Accordingly, in the present invention, whether the difference between the first frequency generated by the first
frequency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second frequency generator 252 is generated by
contact of a human body or rainwater may be determined based on the properties of the carbon micro coil.
[0183] In the present invention, the reaction region of the rain sensor, that is, the filtering region of the filter 245, is
determined based on the reaction properties of the carbon micro coil due to rainwater.
[0184] Accordingly, in the present invention, using the properties of the carbon micro coil, the sensor 20 may be driven
only when rainwater is sensed and the wiper may not be driven when change is sensed by a foreign material such as
a human body.
[0185] That is, generally, a driver automatically operates the rain sensor but a child may touch the rain sensor located
at the front surface of the windshield out of curiosity. According to prior art, the wiper is driven according to sensing of
the rain sensor, thereby hurting the child.
[0186] However, in the present invention, even when the difference between the first frequency and the second
frequency is generated due to contact of the body of the child, the wiper is not driven, thereby ensuring safety.
[0187] As described above, in the present invention presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall are determined
according to the change value of the oscillation frequency generated according to change in inductance of the carbon
micro coil.
[0188] Meanwhile, in prior art using an existing optical method, since an optical signal recognized by a photodiode is
changed according to external illumination even in the same amount of rainfall, an optical sensor for correcting this is
further included. An optical proximity illumination sensor for preventing incorrect operation occurring when light having
a specific level is irradiated to only the vicinity of the rain sensor in case of rain is further included. Therefore, means for
verifying incorrect operation due to external environment change is necessarily required.
[0189] In prior art using an existing impedance method, separate circuit algorithm software needs to be developed
such that the rain sensor does not react at a sensing level equal to or greater than a specific threshold point and specific
sensing levels of specific materials (stone, person, metal, etc.) need to be stored in a database. When the vehicle is not
driven, since the wiper is manually driven, means for preventing the wiper from erroneously operating when a specific
foreign material approaches the rain sensor is necessary.
[0190] However, in the present invention, since an external environment does not influence on the properties of the
rain sensor, an additional correction sensor for property correction is not necessary and thus costs can be reduced.
[0191] In addition, in the present invention, since presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall can be determined
by minute change in inductance, a small amount of rainfall can be sensed and a foreign material on the windshield may
be avoided using a circuit without a separate software algorithm for avoiding a foreign material.
[0192] FIGS. 16 and 17 are flowcharts illustrating a method of driving a wiper driving apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention step by step.
[0193] Referring to FIG. 16, first, the first frequency generator 251 generates the first frequency according to the
inductance value of the carbon micro coil configuring the sensor unit 20 (step 10).
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[0194] In addition, the second frequency generator 252 generates a second frequency corresponding to a predeter-
mined reference oscillation frequency (step 11).
[0195] Subsequently, the difference frequency generator 253 receives the first frequency generated by the first fre-
quency generator 251 and the second frequency generated by the second frequency generator 252 and outputs a
difference frequency between the first frequency and the second frequency (step 12).
[0196] Then, the filter 245 filters the output difference frequency and determines whether the difference frequency is
present in the predetermined filtering region (step 13).
[0197] When the difference frequency is present in the predetermined filtering region, the analog-to-digital converter
255 generates and outputs an output value corresponding to the difference frequency. The controller receives the output
value and detects presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfalls based on the received output value (step 14).
[0198] Subsequently, the controller determines the wiper driving condition based on the amount of rainfall and controls
to drive the wiper according to the determined driving condition (step 15).
[0199] Meanwhile, when the received difference frequency is not present in the predetermined filtering region, the
filter 245 does not output the output value corresponding to the received difference frequency and ignores the received
difference frequency (step 16).
[0200] That is, when the difference between the first frequency and the second frequency is generated by a foreign
material, the difference frequency is not present in the filtering region and the rain sensor does not react thereto.
[0201] According to the embodiment, when rain falls, the wiper is immediately driven according to the driving condition
based on the amount of rainfall, thereby improving convenience of the driver in case of rain.
[0202] According to embodiments, presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall are determined using a carbon
micro coil, thereby providing a rain sensor having properties (reaction properties, precision, accuracy, power consumption,
miniaturization, etc.) differentiated from an existing optical method.
[0203] In addition, according to embodiments, since an external environment does not influence a rain sensor, an
additional correction sensor for correcting the properties of the rain sensor is not necessary, thereby reducing costs.
[0204] In addition, according to embodiments, since presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall can be
determined even by small change in inductance of a carbon micro coil, a small amount of rainfall may be sensed. In
addition, a reaction area for avoiding foreign materials is set, such that the wiper is prevented from being driven by the
foreign materials.
[0205] Meanwhile, referring to FIG. 17, preferentially, in the present invention, the sensor unit 20 is designed and the
filter is designed.
[0206] To this end, with respect to the carbon micro coil configuring the sensor unit 20, a first reaction property for
change in inductance value due to a foreign material is detected (step 20).
[0207] When the first reaction property is detected, with respect to the carbon micro coil, a second reaction property
for change in inductance value due to rain and the amount of rainfall is detected (step 21).
[0208] Subsequently, when the first reaction property and the second reaction property are detected, the reaction
region of the rain sensor and the filtering region of the filter are determined using the detected first and second reaction
properties (step 22).
[0209] In addition, when the reaction region of the line sensor and the filtering region of the filter are determined, the
amount of rainfall according to frequency domain change in the filtering region and the wiper driving condition are
determined based on change in inductance value generated according to the amount of rainfall and are stored (step 23).
[0210] The features, structures, effects described in the above-described embodiments are included in at least one
embodiment and is not necessarily limited to one embodiment. Further, the features, structures, effects described in
each embodiment may be combined or modified in other embodiments. Accordingly, such combinations or modifications
will be interpreted as being included in the range of the embodiment.
[0211] Although the invention has been described with reference to the exemplary embodiments, the present invention
is not limited thereto and those skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications and variations can be made
in the present invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. For example, those skilled in the art
may modify the components of the embodiments. Differences related to such modifications and applications are inter-
preted as being within the scope of the present invention described in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A wiper driving apparatus comprising:

a sensor unit including a carbon micro coil;
a rainfall sensing unit for outputting an output value corresponding to a difference value between a first frequency
according to change in an impedance value of the sensor unit and a predetermined second frequency; and
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a controller for determining presence/absence of rain and an amount of rainfall using the output value output
from the rainfall sensing unit and determining a wiper driving condition according to the result of determination,
wherein the first frequency is changed in correspondence with change in inductance value of the carbon micro
coil according to presence or absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.

2. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the rainfall sensing unit comprises:

a first frequency generator for outputting the first frequency having an oscillation frequency corresponding to
change in impedance of the sensor unit;
a second frequency generator for outputting the second frequency corresponding to a predetermined reference
oscillation frequency;
a difference frequency generator for outputting a difference value between the first frequency and the second
frequency; and
a filter for filtering the difference value output from the difference frequency generator within a predetermined
filtering region.

3. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the filtering region of the filter is set based on a first
threshold of change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil due to falling of rain.

4. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the controller distinguishes a material for generating the
difference value based on the first threshold and a second threshold of change in inductance value due to a material
other than rain.

5. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the filter comprises any one of a low pass filter and a
band pass filter according to the difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency generated
according to the amount of rainfall.

6. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the controller determines the amount of rainfall according
to the difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency filtered through the filter and determining
a driving speed of a wiper according to the amount of rainfall.

7. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the first frequency has a frequency corresponding to
change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil configuring the sensor unit and capacitance value of a capacitor
connected to the carbon micro coil.

8. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the sensor unit comprises:

a substrate;
a sensing electrode formed on a first surface of the substrate;
a reaction layer formed on the first surface of the substrate while embedding an upper surface of the substrate
and the sensing electrode and formed of the carbon micro coil; and
a protective layer surrounding the vicinity of the substrate and the reaction layer.

9. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the reaction layer generates change in positive imaginary
part of impedance due to force applied by falling of rain and change in negative imaginary part of impedance due
to change in dielectric constant by an object present on a second surface.

10. The wiper driving apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein a plurality of sensing electrodes is formed,
wherein each of the plurality of sensing electrodes comprises:

a first electrode part disposed in an edge region of the substrate; and
a second electrode part extending from one end of the first electrode part in a longitudinal direction of the
substrate, and
wherein an internal angle between the first electrode part and the second electrode part is an obtuse angle.

11. A wiper driving method comprising:
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outputting a first frequency having an oscillation frequency corresponding to change in impedance value of a
sensor unit including a carbon micro coil;
outputting a second frequency corresponding to a predetermined reference oscillation frequency;
determining presence/absence of rain and an amount of rainfall based on a difference value between the first
frequency and the second frequency; and
determining a wiper driving condition according to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall,
wherein the first frequency is changed in correspondence with change in inductance value of the carbon micro
coil according to presence/absence of rain and the amount of rainfall.

12. The wiper driving method according to claim 11, wherein the determining of the amount of rainfall comprises filtering
the difference value between the first frequency and the second frequency within a predetermined filtering region.

13. The wiper driving method according to claim 12, wherein the filtering region is set based on a first threshold of
change in inductance value of the carbon micro coil according to falling of rain.

14. The wiper driving method according to claim 13, further comprising detecting a material for generating the difference
value between the first threshold and a second threshold of change in inductance value due to a material other than
rain

15. The wiper driving method according to claim 13, wherein the filtering comprises filtering the first difference value
between the first frequency and the second frequency changed according to the amount of rainfall through any one
of a low pass filter and a band pass filter.

16. The wiper driving method according to claim 12, wherein the determining of the wiper driving condition comprises:

determining the amount of rainfall according to the filtered difference value between the first frequency and the
second frequency when the difference value is in a filtering region; and
determining a driving speed of the wiper according to the amount of rainfall.

17. The wiper driving method according to claim 11, wherein the outputting of the first frequency comprises outputting
the first frequency having an oscillation frequency corresponding to change in inductance value of the carbon micro
coil configuring the sensor unit and capacitance value of a capacitor connected to the carbon micro coil.
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