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(54) SYSTEM FOR TESTING HIGH-TEMPERATURE FUEL CELLS OPERATING WITH MULTIPLE 
FUELS, WITH DIRECT USE OF CARBON FUELS, WITHOUT CAUSING CARBON DEPOSITS IN 
FUEL DUCTS

(57) The present invention refers to a test system for
multi fuel high-temperature operating fuel cells, which
allows the direct use of carbon-base fuels, including an-
hydrous ones, without promoting or limiting carbon dep-
osition in the gas inlet and outlet ducts, as well as in the
flow channels anode, said system comprising: a furnace
(5) containing a reactor (4), the reactor consisting of at
least two interconnection plates and at least one fuel cell
(15) located between two interconnection plates, wherein
one of the interconnection plates in contact with a fuel
cell is a cathodic side, which receives oxidizing gas, and
the other interconnecting plate in contact with said fuel
cell is an anodic side, which receives combustible gas,
the system further comprising a controlled means of gas
feeding and exhaustion connected to the reactor (4),
wherein each plate further comprises a plurality of flow
channels (14) on its upper and lower surface, wherein
the oxidizing gas and the combustible gas pass through
the flow channels (14) to contact with the electrodes of
the fuel cell (15), and wherein the base, top and inter-
connection plates are made of a zirconium oxide or ce-
rium oxide-based material doped with one or more of the
oxides of yttria, scandia, calcia, gadolinia, samaria, alu-

mina and cobaltite, with a total amount of dopants up to
20% by weight.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to the specific de-
sign of a laboratory system for testing fuel cells and top
plate for closure, interconnection device and base plate
for supporting stack of high-temperature multi-fuel oper-
ation fuel cells operating in a range between 600 and
1000°C, such as solid-oxide fuel cells and molten-car-
bonate fuel cells, and utilization methodology with regard
to the control of the residence time of the fuel in the re-
action chamber, with the special characteristic of allowing
the direct use, without previous reform, of a wide range
of fuels, even those rich in carbon and administered to
the cell in an dehydrated state, in such a way that carbon
deposition in the system or devices does not occur or is
limited.

DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE OF THE ART

[0002] The present invention relates, as a whole, to
high-temperature fuel cell systems operating in the range
of 600 to 1000 ° C. Fuel cells are electrochemical systems
that directly convert the chemical energy stored in the
fuel into electrical energy and heat, with no burning re-
action and high energy efficiency, or can be used as a
reactor for the electrochemical conversion of carbon-
based fuels into specific hydrocarbons, for example to
carry out the oxidative electrochemical coupling of meth-
ane into C2 hydrocarbons, such as ethylene and ethane.
High-temperature fuel cells may be, for example: solid-
oxide fuel cells and molten-carbonate fuel cells. These
fuel cells may work by flow of either hydrogen or carbon-
based fuel, such as hydrocarbons, including alcohols,
provided that internal reform or external pre-reform of the
fuel cell is carried out. In these types of systems, the flow
of oxidizing gas (usually air or oxygen), either dry or
moist, feeds the cathode region of the fuel cell, while the
fuel flow feeds the anode region, with possible addition
of water in the form of vapor and/or oxygen and/or carbon
dioxide. High-temperature cells work between about 600
and 1000°C.
[0003] Depending on the type of electrolyte used, at
these temperatures there are two possible configura-
tions. In a configuration for oxygen-ion conducting elec-
trolyte, the transport of these ions occurs from the cath-
ode, where the oxidizing gas is admitted, which ionizes
and diffuses through the electrolyte, to the anode, where
the fuel is admitted and where the oxygen ions react with
the fuel, producing electrical energy, heat, water mole-
cules and carbon-rich gases. In another configuration for
hydrogen-ion conducing electrolyte, the transport of
these ions occurs from the anode, where the fuel is ad-
mitted, which reacts to produce hydrogen ions that dif-
fuses through the electrolyte, to the cathode, where the
oxidizing gas is admitted and where the hydrogen ions
react with the oxidant, producing electrical energy, heat

and water molecules. These reactions produce elec-
trons, which, through an external circuit, circulate from
the anode to the cathode, generating electricity by the
production of electric current. In the case of the use of
carbon-based fuel, including anhydrous one, at high tem-
perature, it is usually possible to produce carbon in the
reactor or in the stack because of the pyrolysis of the
fuel, which may gradually fill the tubes or the gas flow
channels of the feeding devices of the fuel cell anode.
The present invention aims to drastically resolve or de-
crease carbon production during high-temperature oper-
ation of the fuel cell operating with a flow of carbon-based,
also anhydrous, fuel.
[0004] In systems for producing electric energy by
high-temperature fuel cell, operating in a range of 600 to
1000°C, the fuel cell anode is normally fed into a fuel
stream, which may be dry or wet hydrogen or carbon-
based fuels to which steam and/or oxygen and/or carbon
dioxide may be added.
[0005] In the case of direct feed of dry hydrogen or
steam, there are no chemical reactions in the gas flow
feed devices to the anode, where electrochemical reac-
tions occur.
[0006] When carbon-based fuel is used in a fuel cell,
pre-reform of this fuel is usually carried out to produce
gas rich in hydrogen and carbon monoxide. In this case,
the fuel flow reaching the anode compartment is com-
posed of at least hydrogen, carbon monoxide and water.
The presence of water in the anodic compartment of the
fuel cell also contributes to improve its operation, as it
ensures better physico-chemical stability.
[0007] In another configuration, carbon-based fuel is
used through its direct admission to the fuel cell, without
carrying out any pre-reform, but rather by performing in-
ternal reform of the fuel cell directly into its anode, using
steam and/or oxygen and/or carbon dioxide.
[0008] In a special configuration which provides for the
use of carbon-based fuel, including anhydrous one, at
temperatures in the range of 600 to 1000 °C, there is a
high likelihood of formation and deposition of solid carbon
in the fuel intake system up to the fuel cell anode com-
partment, in itself and in the reaction gas outlet ducts,
due to the occurrence of pyrolysis reactions. If such a
problem is not solved, the deposited carbon may partially
or fully fill the feeding device of the fuel cell anode com-
partment, making it difficult or even preventing the trans-
port of the fuel and even damaging and degrading the
anode.
[0009] An attempt to solve the aforementioned prob-
lem of formation and deposition of carbon in a test system
for button cells from the pyrolysis of carbon-based fuel
directly admitted to a solid oxide fuel cell has been de-
scribed in patent CN200810119204A. This invention re-
lates to solving such problem by using a water cooling
system in the fuel path up to the anode of the fuel cell,
since at the low temperature obtained with such cooling
the pyrolysis of the fuel is not favored. This invention
provides a solution to the above-mentioned problem only
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in the case of button cell tests.
[0010] Invention US13525663A shows a method for
optimizing the amounts of fuel gases to the fuel cell, but
always with the use of steam added to the fuel flow, with-
out evaluating the possibility of using anhydrous fuel.
This invention aims to optimize system control for differ-
ent operating conditions.
[0011] Invention JP2002104033A solved the problem
related to the presence of impurities in the gas flow which
is fed to the fuel cell by means of a fuel purification sys-
tem. The invention provides an interesting solution for
eliminating impurities already present in the fuel. How-
ever, the case of formation and deposition of carbon due
to the use of carbon-base fuels, including anhydrous
ones, at high temperature is a different problem. In this
case, although the gas flow is already clean and does
not contain such impurities, it can generate and deposit
solid carbon in the fuel cell anode access devices, in the
flow channels and in the reaction gas outlet ducts.
[0012] Another invention addressing the problem of
impurities in carbonaceous gas streams for fuel cell feed
is JP2008229144A, in which the focus is the elimination
of odorants present in fuels.
[0013] Invention JP2004121535A discloses the solu-
tion to the problem of the presence of impurities in ex-
haust gases, without, however, addressing the issue of
the production of solid carbon by pyrolysis.
[0014] Invention JP200650176A very interestingly ex-
plains a method of production of metallic interconnector
for fuel cells but does not solve the case of use of anhy-
drous carbon-base fuels that can produce solid carbon
when they are in contact with metals at high tempera-
tures.
[0015] Invention JP201013817A proposes a system to
reduce the deterioration of fuel cell electrodes using a
special manufacturing technique, but also in this case
the problem of production and deposition of carbon with
the direct use of carbon base fuels is not solved.
[0016] Different methodologies and equipment for the
detection of carbon monoxide are shown in inventions
US2003387004A, DE19780491A, JP1997537921A and
DE19780491T. However, the issue of carbon production
and deposition with the direct use of carbon-base fuels
at elevated temperatures is not addressed and there are
no solutions to this problem.
[0017] A device for thermal simulation of the operation
of solid oxide fuel cells is disclosed in invention
EP2005112297A without, also in this case, addressing
the problem of the production and deposition of carbon
with the direct use of carbon-base fuels at high temper-
atures.
[0018] The present invention makes possible the direct
use of carbon-base fuels, including anhydrous ones, in
solid-oxide fuel cells, especially those made with the fea-
tures disclosed in patents PI0901921-9, PI0803895-3,
PI0601210-8, as they relate to methods and types of an-
ode materials that have resistance to coking and pore
clogging by the generation and deposition of solid car-

bon.

OBJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION

[0019] The present invention aims to disclose innova-
tions relating to a performance testing reactor for produc-
ing electricity or for the electrochemical conversion of
single cell hydrocarbons, the mode suitable for their as-
sembly interconnected with other devices of the system
and also interconnection device, plate top for closure and
base plate for high-temperature multi-fuel cell stack sup-
port, considering operation at high temperatures in a
range between 600 and 1000°C and the laboratory sys-
tem operating mode for testing performance of single and
stack cells, and methodology of use with regard to the
control of the residence time of the fuel in the reaction
chamber, allowing the direct use of carbon-base fuels,
including anhydrous ones, without the requirement of
carrying out previous reform, guaranteeing the continu-
ous operation of the system without the obstruction with
solid carbon deposition of the access routes of the fuel
to the fuel cell and the exit of the reaction gases.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0020] In order to achieve the objects detailed herein,
the present invention will discriminate specificities relat-
ing to parts of laboratory system for performance tests
of single and stack cell for producing electricity or for the
electrochemical conversion of hydrocarbons, as well as
relating to interconnection system, top plate for closure
and base plate for supporting the stacking of single cells,
and methodology of use with regard to the control of res-
idence time of the fuel in the reaction chamber. This set
is comprised of a gas feeding and exhaustion system,
which promotes controlled feeding of fuel and oxidant,
as well as the exhaustion of the reaction product gases,
including devices such as flow controllers, valves, pres-
sure transducers and pipes.
[0021] In this case, the use of pressure transducers is
useful to identify in real time the occurrence of some un-
controlled direct intake of carbon-base fuels that has gen-
erated the deposition of solid carbon in the fuel cell ac-
cess routes, in the fuel distribution channels in the anode
and the output of the reaction gases, with partial obstruc-
tion, making possible to make decision on methodologies
of cleaning and process control. These devices are also
useful for real-time identification of issues related to the
occurrence of gas leaks, both fuel and oxidant, as well
as related to fuel cell rupture, which results in improper
connection between the anode and cathode compart-
ments of the fuel cell.
[0022] The performance laboratory test system for
electricity production or for the electrochemical conver-
sion of hydrocarbons and the interconnection system,
with top plate for closure and base plate for supporting
the stacking of single cells in short stack configuration,
use a reactor with heating system. This reactor is made
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of specific material necessary to guarantee the non-dep-
osition of carbon with the direct use of carbon-base fuels,
including anhydrous ones.
[0023] In addition, the reactor for the performance lab-
oratory testing system for electricity production or elec-
trochemical conversion of hydrocarbons, interconnec-
tion plates, top plate for closure and base plate for sup-
porting the stacking of single cells, have specific config-
uration of channels to allow adequate distribution of gas-
es, fuel or oxidant, to the fuel cell electrodes.
[0024] In a specific configuration, the material used for
the manufacture of the reactor, the interconnection
plates, the top plate for closure, and the base plate for
supporting said stack ensuring non-deposition of solid
carbon, even when operating with carbon-base fuel, in-
clusive anhydrous one, at high temperatures in the range
of 600 to 1000 °C, is made of zirconium oxide or cerium
oxide-based material doped with one or more of the ox-
ides yttria, scandia, calcia, gadolinia, samaria, alumina
and cobaltite, with total amount of dopants up to 20% by
weight.
[0025] In the embodiments of the present invention in
which laboratory tests of performance of single-fuel cells
or short stacks for electricity production or for the elec-
trochemical conversion of hydrocarbons are carried out,
which do not produce, by electrochemical reactions, the
required amount of heat to ensure the maintenance of
the operating temperature in the range between 600 and
1000 ° C, a special heating, control and temperature mon-
itoring system is used, which allows easy and optimized
assembly of the devices described in this invention with
their specific characteristics, while still guaranteeing the
operation control.
[0026] The correct functioning of either the laboratory
performance test system for single fuel cells or stacks
for electricity production or for the electrochemical con-
version of hydrocarbons or the actual operation of self-
sufficient stacks in heat depends on the use of conven-
tional systems for operation of fuel cells. In the embodi-
ments disclosed in the present invention, these conven-
tional systems required specific development actions for
adaptation to the use relating to computational programs
of operation and control. They include electrical meas-
urement system using electronic charging device, as well
as system for data control, management and storage,
operation safety and interconnection with other systems
of use of the generated electric energy.
[0027] In short, the present invention shows the pos-
sibility of direct use of carbon-base fuels, including an-
hydrous ones, in fuel cells of high operating temperature,
with drastic reduction or elimination of any carbon dep-
osition in the fuel inlet ducts, in the flow channels of the
fuel cell anode and in the reaction gas outlet ducts. This
is accomplished by manufacturing a well-configured fuel
cell test system using flow control of the fuel admitted to
the anode and using specific material for manufacturing
the base, top and stack interconnection plates resistant
to coking.

[0028] Both the mentioned control factors and the ge-
ometric configuration of the devices in the heated regions
of the test system influence the residence time of the fuel
in the mentioned regions. Such residence time along with
the materials selected for the manufacture of the devices
in the heated regions of the test system determine the
possibility of drastic reduction or elimination of eventual
carbon deposition in the fuel inlet ducts, in the anode fuel
cell and in the reaction gas outlet ducts.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0029] The present invention will now be described
with reference to a preferred embodiment shown in the
attached drawings, of which:

Figure 1: schematic representation of the laboratory
test system for high-temperature fuel cells.
Figure 1 illustrates six gas flow controllers, four an-
ode gas controllers 1 and two cathode gas control-
lers 2. It further illustrates the one-way flow valves
3, the reactor 4 and the furnace 5, two pressure trans-
ducers 6, the electric charge 7 and the end of the
exhaust gas lines 8.
Figure 2: example of drawing of the half of a reactor
for stack fuel cell or the base plate or top plate of a
stack. A complete reactor is formed by two equal
halves between which there will be either a single
cell or a stack, consisting of several single cells sep-
arated by interconnection plates.
Figure 2 illustrates the inlet 9 and the outlet 10 of
gases in the feeding pipes of a half of the reactor
and the inlet 11 and the outlet 12 of gases in the flow
channels of a half of the reactor, as well as the inlet
of the thermocouple 13 and the flow channels 14.
Figure 3: Example of drawing of the channels for gas
passages (detail of a part of a half of the reactor).
Figure 3 illustrates an enlargement of the flow chan-
nels 14.
Figure 4: example of drawing of the complete fuel
cell reactor, mounted with fuel cell 15 positioned be-
tween each halves of the reactor 4.
Figure 5: example of drawing of two interconnection
plates for the stack 16, containing a cell between
them. The interconnecting plates differ from the base
and top plates by having flow channels on both sides.
Figure 5 shows 2 interconnection plates 16 with a
stack positioned between them. The left side of the
figure shows a three-dimensional drawing and the
right side of the figure shows the same drawing, but
in transparency, so that the pipes and the gas pas-
sageways can be visualized on the interconnection
plates.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0030] To achieve the objectives detailed herein, the
present invention will discriminate specificities relating to
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parts of the laboratory system. These relate to parts of
laboratory system for performance tests of single and
stack cell for producing electricity or for the electrochem-
ical conversion of hydrocarbons, those relating to the in-
terconnection system, top plate for closure and base
plate for stack support, and methodology of use about
the control of residence time of the fuel in the reaction
chamber.
[0031] The laboratory test system for test performance
on single and stack cell for electricity production or for
the electrochemical conversion of hydrocarbons targets
performance tests of fuel cells fed with various fuels, in-
cluding hydrogen, methane, ethanol or other hydrocar-
bons on the anodic side, and oxygen or air on the cathodic
side. Feeding on the oxidant side can be carried out with
gases such as oxygen or air, there being also the possi-
bility of operating with or without injection of steam on
both sides, in the anode or the cathode of the fuel cell.
Operating temperature is expected to be between 600
and 1000°C and working pressure close to atmospheric
pressure. In the case of the use of carbon-containing
fuels, these conditions are likely to lead to the problem
of the possible pyrolysis of these fuels.
[0032] The present invention aims to solve or drasti-
cally reduce this problem, which presents itself as an
obstacle to the tests, because the carbon that is formed
can clog the fuel and exhaust pipes on the side of the
fuel (anode), as well as the flow channels on the anodic
side of the reactor. The project must be divided into dif-
ferent subsystems and each of them consists of one or
more equipment including gas feeding and exhaustion,
heating system for the reactor, electrical measurements
and control, management, data storage and security.

GAS FEEDING AND EXHAUSTION SYSTEM

[0033] A necessary condition for the use of such a test
bed is to have a gas grid or gas cylinders of all the nec-
essary gases or, when liquid fuels are used, a tank for
storage. To feed the reactor where the fuel cell to be
tested is to be placed, equipment is required to control
and measure gas flows; these devices must feed the re-
actor either on the cathode side (oxidizing side: oxygen
or air) or on the anode side (fuel side: hydrogen, methane,
other hydrocarbons or alcohols).
[0034] When liquid fuels are used, the use of a pump
system, using pump or pressurized flow, is required be-
fore the flow controller (e.g. a fuel such as ethanol is liquid
at ambient temperature and atmospheric pressure).
[0035] Control of the anodic gas flow through the flow
controllers 1 is a necessary condition, as is the design
of inlet ducts 9 and outlet 10 and flow channels 14 of the
reactor 4, to achieve a residence time of the fuel in the
inside the system at a high temperature to prevent the
formation of solid carbon. Thus, essential elements of
this invention are the material used for the manufacture
of components and the control of the residence time of
the fuel in the heated regions of the system through the

specific design of the components and the control of the
flow of the combustible gases.
[0036] Moreover, the possibility of feeding inert gas on
both sides, anodic and cathodic, is required. For exam-
ple, nitrogen can be used to clean the system prior to
testing as well as to ensure safety against explosion or
combustion on the fuel side.
[0037] Explosion or combustion may occur a condition
in which the system, when switched off, admits the input
of air into the reactor and, when at high temperature with
fuel injection, the fuel-to-air ratio reaches a percentage
capable of triggering spontaneous combustion. There-
fore, it is necessary to remove any air present in the an-
ode compartment using a nitrogen flow before supplying
the flammable combustible gases.
[0038] When anodic feeding occurs with anhydrous
carbon-base fuels, it is necessary to evaluate, with the
aid of an external measurement, the possibility of carbon
formation arising from the occurrence of pyrolysis of the
combustible gas at high operating temperature, which
results in system clogging. One way of detecting such a
problem is by measuring the pressure before the fuel flow
in the reactor. This measurement is carried out, for ex-
ample, using pressure transducers. Pressure transduc-
ers may also be a means to evaluate problems of fuel
cell rupture or leakage of gases out of the reactor. When
the fuel cell ruptures, the anodic and cathodic flows can
mix, resulting in a variation in the pressure of the anodic
or cathodic lines.
[0039] In case of carbon formation, as described
above, safeguarded the safety conditions, oxygen is fed
on the anodic side, to promote its reaction with the carbon
formed by pyrolysis, resulting in the production of carbon
oxides and consequent cleaning of the reactor. Exhaust
gases at high temperature at the exit of the reactor must
be conducted to an appropriate exhaust system to pre-
vent any chance of unsafe environment from occurring.
Figure 1 shows the complete system design.
[0040] The left part of Figure 1 illustrates six gas flow
controllers 1, 2. Such controllers shown in Figure 1 are
provided for four possible anode gases introduced into
the system by flow controllers 1 and two possible cathode
gases introduced into the system by flow controllers 2.
After the gases flow through the controllers 1,2 and
through the one-way flow valves 3, they feed the reactor
4, which is positioned in the furnace 5. Before the reactor,
the two pressure transducers 6 are visible. The right side
of Figure 1 illustrates the electric charge 7 and the ter-
mination of the lines of the exhaust gases 8. The whole
assembly is positioned on a hood with exhaust system
to eliminate the exhaust gases and any other gases re-
sulting from leaks, which are potentially dangerous.

REACTOR WITH HEATING SYSTEM

[0041] The gases, fuel and oxidant, are regulated with
suitable flows to flow in the reactor 4. However, high-
temperature fuel cells operate at temperatures which
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may require heating system 5 of reactor 4 with an oper-
ating temperature holding capacity of at least up to 1000
° C The use of a system heating ramp suitable for the
type of fuel cell used to prevent differential thermal ex-
pansion of its different components from damaging the
fuel cell is necessary. This is the reason why, for example,
heating ramps with slow rates, less than 1°C per minute,
are used. The guarantee of mechanical compatibility of
the fuel cell is facilitated using materials with similar co-
efficients of thermal expansion. Thus, the reactor con-
sists of materials with coefficient of thermal expansion
similar to the cell material and the sealing material.
[0042] When carbon-base fuels are used, including an-
hydrous ones, the material of the reactor can cause the
problem of favoring carbon formation. In fact, reactors
for planar solid oxide fuel cell (SOFC) tests are usually
made of steel, for example, with ferritic stainless steel
called CROFER, a material that catalyzes the pyrolysis
of carbon-base fuel, including anhydrous fuel, fed to the
reactor 4, causing the production of high amounts of solid
carbon already in its feeding pipes.
[0043] In order to either solve or reduce the problem
of solid carbon formation in the high temperature regions
of the system, that is, which reach thermodynamically-
favorable pyrolysis reaction conditions for the fuel used,
the reactor material 4 used must have specific charac-
teristics, such as not to catalyze the pyrolysis of the fuel
fed into the anode compartment at the operating temper-
ature and to have a mechanical strength and coefficient
of thermal expansion adequate to the operating condi-
tions and the component materials of SOFC. To solve
this problem, a reactor 4 made of a zirconia or ceria-
based material was designed. In a specific configuration,
zirconium oxide or cerium oxide-based material doped
with one or more of the oxides of yttria, scandia, calcia,
gadolinia, samaria, alumina and cobaltite was used, with
a total amount of dopants up to 20% by weight.
[0044] Furthermore, special care was also taken in re-
lation to the reactor project 4. In this case, mathematical
simulations were performed to evaluate the gas velocity
distribution in the flow channels 14 in the reactor 4 with
the aim of properly directing the fuel distribution in the
anode, also guaranteeing the required high temperature
mechanical resistance of the material used in the reactor
body 4. The convergence in optimized results in these
simulations made possible the manufacturing design of
the ceramic reactor 4 specially manufactured for use in
tests of SOFC.
[0045] The drawing of an example of a half of the de-
signed and built reactor 4 is shown in Figure 2. The other
half (to form the complete reactor) is the same, and in
the fuel cell assembly, the two reactor halves are placed
one above the other, the fuel cell being between them
(Figure 4).
[0046] Figure 2 illustrates the inlet 9 and outlet 10 pipes
of the feeding gases from one of the reactor halves con-
verging in the inlet 11 and outlet 12 of the flow channels
14, where the gas comes into contact with the fuel cell

15. Figure 2 also shows the inlet of the thermocouple 13
for measuring the temperature of the reactor 4 in a cen-
tralized half-thickness position, up to half the length of
the flow channels 14
[0047] Figure 3 illustrates an enlargement of the flow
channels 14. Figure 4 illustrates the complete reactor 4,
showing a fuel cell 15 between the two halves of the
reactor 4. A sealing element, for example mica, is used
between the reactor halves 4 and the fuel cell 15.

ELECTRIC MEASURE SYSTEM

[0048] In order to evaluate the electric performance of
the fuel cells, an equipment that can apply the desired
electric charge and measure the voltage and electric cur-
rent produced by the fuel cell is necessary. The equip-
ment normally used in fuel cell (FC) tests is called elec-
tronic charge 7: it is a device that uses electronic com-
ponents capable of continuously vary the charge, that is,
the electric current, over a given interval, making meas-
urement of the electrical variables at the same time. The
electronic load 7 can then regulate the resistance of the
FC charge circuit to obtain different measurement points,
characterized as current and voltage. The control of the
device and the storage of the data are made through a
serial communication, which uses the protocol RS232.

ANODE OUTPUT GAS ANALYSIS SYSTEM

[0049] When a fuel cell for the electrochemical conver-
sion of hydrocarbons is used, it is necessary to perform
analysis of the anode output gases to evaluate the con-
version reaction yield in the final products. Such analysis
can be carried out by gas chromatography or by using
mass analyzer.

SYSTEM FOR DATA CONTROL, MANAGEMENT, 
STORAGE, AND SAFETY

[0050] In order to manage all of the various devices
described above, a hardware-software system is re-
quired which, through a computer capable of reading the
software instructions, can control and act on each device,
to optimize the tests and store the data, which can then
be analyzed to evaluate the performance of each fuel
cell tested. The software should also be able to control
the safety system of the test bench, which together with
the laboratory safety system must act to keep the test
environment safe. The mentioned software was specially
developed for the test bench described herein. There-
fore, when the software or instruction set is executed by
a computer, the computer will control and trigger the de-
vices of the test system in the desired way.
[0051] Such a choice of program or software has been
taken to be able to freely control all aspects of the system
without limiting future possibilities for modifications or im-
provements in the process of control and management
of the tests, storage of the results and safety manage-
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ment of the test bench.
[0052] The interconnecting plates, the top plate for clo-
sure, and the base plate for supporting a stack of fuel
cells utilize the same technology as the above-described
reactor to prevent or decrease carbon formation in the
stack environment Figure 2 illustrates an example of
base plate (or top plate) for stacking.
[0053] Figure 5 shows two interconnection plates with
a fuel cell between them. The left side of the figure shows
a three-dimensional drawing of a stack interconnecting
plates, and the right side of the figure shows the same
drawing, but transparent, to show the holes and gas pas-
sageways in the plates. As shown, gas passage can only
occur through the flow channels positioned on the same
side where the gas conducting hole emerges. The plates
are designed to let the combustible gas flow on the anode
side and let the oxidizing gas flow on the cathodic side,
with no possibility of mixing.
[0054] The material used to build the reactor 4 is the
same as the one used in the manufacture of the inter-
connecting plates, the top plate for closure, the base plate
for stack support, and also for the pipes feeding gases
to the stack, consisting of a zirconium oxide or cerium
oxide-based material doped with one or more of the ox-
ides, yttria, scandia, calcia, gadolinia, samaria, alumina
and cobaltite oxide, with a total amount of dopants up to
20% by weight. A complete stack is made up of overlap-
ping fuel cells and interconnecting plates, further includ-
ing top plate for closure and base plate for stack support.
The top and base plates used at the ends of the stack
have flow channels only on the inner side, which is in
contact with a fuel cell.
[0055] The present invention allows the elimination or
drastic reduction of carbon formation in the case of anodic
feed carried out with carbonaceous fuels, including an-
hydrous. This drastic elimination or reduction of carbon
formation can be achieved with the following essential
elements:

1) The material used in the construction of the reactor
4 (and interconnection plates, top plate for closure
and base plate for stack support) is not a pyrolysis
catalyst for carbon-base fuel, including anhydrous
ones, at high temperature in the high temperature
regions of the system, that is to say, which attain
conditions of thermodynamically-favorable pyrolysis
reaction conditions for the fuel used; and
2) control of the residence time of the combustible
gas in the heated regions of the system is done by
controlling the flow of gases and the specific design
of the components. The amount of solid carbon pos-
sibly produced is a function of the reaction rate of
the thermal pyrolysis of the fuel at the operating tem-
perature and the residence time of the fuel in the
heated regions of the system. As the temperature
rises, the reaction rate increases and, therefore, to
hinder the eventual production of carbon by pyroly-
sis, the residence time of the fuel is reduced in the

heated regions of the system. The design of the pipes
and channels takes into account this residence time
of the feeding gas, having to be such that it should
not allow the production of carbon, but rather, the
reaction of production of electric energy and/or the
electrochemical conversion of hydrocarbons. In or-
der to have a low fuel residence time with the use of
specific working flow, the section of the fuel feed
duct, the access holes to the flow channels and the
geometry thereof, must be optimized to avoid or limit
possible deposition of carbon by pyrolysis.

[0056] The use, in this case, of ceramic material for
the manufacture of the reactor, which does not catalyze
the fuel pyrolysis reaction, contributes to limit the forma-
tion of solid carbon in the access tubes and in the fuel
cell environment. Moreover, the control exercised in such
a way as to reduce the fuel residence time in the high
temperature environments of the system, through control
of the fuel flow, limits the occurrence of pyrolysis of the
fuel although it is thermodynamically favorable, but with
low kinetics of occurrence.

Claims

1. A test system for multi-fuel high-temperature oper-
ating fuel cells, which allows the direct use of carbon-
base fuels, including anhydrous ones, without pro-
moting or limiting carbon deposition in the gas inlet
and outlet ducts, as well as in the flow channels an-
ode, said system comprising:

a furnace (5) containing a reactor (4), the reactor
consisting of at least two interconnection plates
and at least one fuel cell (15) located between
two interconnection plates, wherein one of the
interconnection plates, in contact with a cell, is
a cathode side, which receives oxidizing gas,
and the other interconnection plate, in contact
with said fuel cell, is an anodic side, which re-
ceives combustible gas;
The system is characterized in that it further
comprises:

a controlled gas feeding and exhaustion
means connected to the reactor (4);
wherein each plate further comprises a plu-
rality of flow channels (14) on its upper and
lower surface, wherein the oxidizing gas
and the combustible gas pass through the
flow channels (14) to contact the electrodes
of the fuel cell (15); and
wherein the top and interconnection base
plates are made of a zirconium oxide or ce-
rium oxide-based material doped with one
or more of the oxides of yttria, scandia, cal-
cia, gadolinia, samaria, alumina and cobal-

11 12 



EP 3 346 536 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tite was used, with a total amount of dopants
up to 20% by weight.

2. The system, according to claim 1, characterized in
that the plates and the cells are stacked one above
the other in an interleaved manner, and the plates
in the uppermost and lowermost positions have flow
channels only on their inner surface.

3. The system, according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that the gas-controlled feeding and exhaustion
means comprises at least two flow controllers (1, 2).

4. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
characterized in that the controlled gas feeding and
exhaustion means comprises an inlet pipe with a gas
inlet (9) terminating at the inlet (11) of the flow chan-
nel (14) of the reactor plate, and an outlet pipe (10)
with a gas outlet terminating in the outlet (12) of the
flow channel (14) of the reactor plate, wherein both
pipes are directed to exhaust gas lines to an exhaust
system (8).

5. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
characterized in that it further comprises a plurality
of one-way valves (3) connected downstream of the
flow controllers (1, 2).

6. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 5,
characterized in that it comprises four anode gas
flow controllers (1) and two cathode gas flow con-
trollers (2)

7. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
characterized in that it further comprises an elec-
tronic device for varying the electric current of the
system continuously, the electronic load (7), during
a given test interval.

8. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 7,
characterized in that it further comprises a control-
ler device for controlling and activating the devices
of the test system.

9. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 8,
characterized in that the controller device consists
of a set of computer-readable instructions which,
when executed by a computer, cause the computer
to control and activate the devices of the test system.

10. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 9,
characterized in that the reactor 4 further compris-
es a thermocouple input (13) for receiving a thermo-
couple to measure the temperature of the reactor (4)
in a centralized half-thickness position.

11. The system according to any one of claims 1 to 10,
characterized in that the multi-fuel high-tempera-

ture operating fuel is in a temperature range between
600 and 1000°C.

12. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 11,
characterized in that it further comprises at least a
pressure transducer (6) for measuring the pressure
in the reactor (4) before the input of fuel flow in the
reactor (4).

13. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 12,
characterized in that the pressure transducers (6)
are further configured to identify the fuel cell leakage
or gas leakage out of the reactor (4).

14. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 13,
characterized in that it comprises air/oxygen feed-
ing on the anode side of the reactor (4), wherein the
oxygen reacts with the carbon to produce carbon
oxides and clean the reactor (4).), wherein the pro-
duced carbon oxides are conducted to the outlet of
the exhaust gas line (8) to be expelled from the sys-
tem.

15. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 14,
characterized in that the furnace (5) heat the reac-
tor (4) at a rate of less than 1°C per minute.

16. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 15,
characterized in that it comprises nitrogen feeding
on both the anodic and cathodic sides of the reactor
(4) to clean the system ducts prior to the reactor op-
eration.

17. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 16,
characterized in that the reactor (4) consists of ma-
terials with a coefficient of expansion similar to the
fuel cell material and the sealing material.

18. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 17,
characterized in that the reactor halves (4) and fuel
cells (15) are sealed with a sealant.

19. The system, according to anyone of claims 1 to 18,
characterized in that the sealant is mica.

20. The system, according to any one of claims 1 to 19,
characterized in that it carries out electrochemical
conversion of hydrocarbons, determining the yield
by gas chromatography or by using mass analyzer.
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