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(54) VEHICLE CONTROL DEVICE AND VEHICLE CONTROL SYSTEM

(57) The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide a system in which the reliability of an automatic driv-
ing system can be excellently complemented by a differ-
ent control system while the automatic driving system is
effectively used. The vehicle control device outputs to a
drive device one of a first control signal generated on the

basis of automatic driving control information, and a sec-
ond control signal generated on the basis of the relative
information between a vehicle and a surrounding object.
If an abnormality is detected in the automatic driving con-
trol information, the second control signal is output to the
drive device in place of the first control signal.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a vehicle control device and a vehicle control system.

Background Art

[0002] A background technique in this technical field includes JP H8-34326 A (PTL 1). This publication describes that
the purpose is to "evaluate the operation urgency and perform appropriate automatic brake control", and describes, as
means of solution, "this device calculates physical collision risk from vehicle speed, relative speed, inter-vehicle distance,
and the like (S2). Then, the operation urgency degree is calculated from the depression time from the accelerator to the
brake, the time required for pressing down the brake with a predetermined strength, the operation speed of the steering,
and the like (S3) . If the collision risk is equal to or greater than a predetermined value and the operation urgency is
equal to or larger than a predetermined value, the automatic brake is activated (S8). Therefore, as compared with the
operation of automatic braking by determination based on only the collision risk, the determination according to the
driver’s driving situation is added, so it is possible to make determination of hazardous state with a higher degree of
accuracy, and achieve effective control of automatic braking control."
[0003] Another background technique is JP 2014-191597 A (PTL 2) . This publication describes that the purpose is
to "start driving support system at a more appropriate timing while preventing an unintended activation of the driving
support system", and describes, as means of solution, "a driving support device detects the position of an object such
as a pedestrian or other vehicles ahead of the host vehicle with a camera or a radar, and predicts the course of the host
vehicle based on the yaw rate, the steering angle, and the vehicle speed. Then, based on the position of the object and
the predicted course, collision risk between the vehicle and the object is determined, and in the case where collision
risk is high, driving support for avoiding collision is performed. The driving support device measures the curvature of the
planned running road, and when the change in the curvature is small and accurate course prediction is possible, the
determination sensitivity of the collision risk is increased to facilitate driving support to be started (S120), and if the
change in the curvature is large and it is difficult to accurately predict the course, the driving support is caused to be
difficult to start by lowering the determination sensitivity of the collision risk (S115)." Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004]

PTL 1: JP H8-34326 A
PTL 2: JP 2014-191597 A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] In relation to PTL 2, in recent years, there has been proposed an automatic driving system that generates a
track (automatic driving control information) representing the future position of the vehicle on the basis of external
recognition information and self-location information, and controls the vehicle based on this track. Regarding PTL 1,
there is also an automatic control system that calculates information relative to the surrounding objects based on the
external recognition information, and assists the user.
[0006] In the automatic driving system, the range of the behavior of the vehicle that can be realized is large (high
degree of flexibility), but because the automatic driving system generates tracks based on various kinds of information,
it is difficult to improve the reliability as compared with the automatic control system. On the other hand, in the automatic
control system, the range of the behavior of the vehicle that can be realized is small (low degree of flexibility), but as the
amount of information is small, it is easy to increase the reliability. However, although these systems have been studied
for the inventions to be used independently, these systems have room for consideration for mutually complementing
systems.
[0007] Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide a system that can preferably complement the
reliability of an automatic driving system with an automatic control system while effectively utilizing the automatic driving
system.
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Solution to Problem

[0008] In order to solve the above problem, an embodiment of the present invention may use, for example, the technical
concept described in the claims.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0009] According to the present invention, the reliability of an automatic driving system can be complemented preferably
with an automatic control system while effectively utilizing the automatic driving system.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a flowchart showing switching processing at the time of detecting an abnormality in a vehicle control
system.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is an example of a system.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is an example of a vehicle control system configuration.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 shows a configuration example of a controller.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is an example of the software module configuration of the controller.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a configuration example of the vehicle control system.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is an arrangement example of the vehicle control system function.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is an example of external world recognition.
[FIG. 9 (a)] FIG. 9 (a) is an example of a coordinate system of an external world recognition map.
[FIG. 9 (b)] FIG. 9 (b) is an example of arranging objects in an external world recognition map.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is an example of a list type of an external world recognition map.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is an example of a track generation based on external world recognition map information.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is an example of relative position information.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is an example of relative position information (list type).
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 is an example of the determination based on the automatic driving control information and relative
information.
[FIG. 15] FIG. 15 is an example of automatic driving control information and relative information according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 16] FIG. 16 is an example of a vehicle control system configuration according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention.
[FIG. 17] FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing a switching processing at the time of abnormality detection according to
the fourth embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 18] FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing switching processing by a user.

Description of Embodiments

[0011] Hereinafter, examples of preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described. It should be noted
that the embodiment mainly describes a vehicle control system in a vehicle system and a vehicle control device, which
are suitable for implementation in the vehicle system, but do not prevent application from being applied to those other
than the vehicle system.

First Embodiment

<Configuration of vehicle control system>

[0012] FIG. 2 is an overview of a vehicle system having a vehicle control system and a vehicle control device according
to the present embodiment. Reference symbol 1 denotes the vehicle system having the internal vehicle control system,
such as automobile. Reference symbol 2 denotes a vehicle control system which is constituted by, for example, an on-
board network (CAN: Controller Area Network, CANFD: CAN with Flexible Data-rate, Ethernet (registered trademark),
and the like) and a controller (ECU: Electronic Control Unit and the like). Reference symbol 3 denotes a communication
device which carries out wireless communication (communication of cellular phone, communication using protocols such
as wireless LAN, WAN, and C2X (Car to X: vehicle to vehicle or vehicle to infrastructure communication), or communication
using GPS: Global Positioning System) with the outside of the vehicle system 1 and performs wireless communication
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such as acquisition and transmission of information about external world (infrastructure, other vehicle, map) or information
about the vehicle, or a communication device that has a diagnostic terminal (OBD), an Ethernet (registered trademark)
terminal, an external recording medium (for example, a USB memory, an SD card, or the like) terminal and the like, and
performs communication with the vehicle control system 2. Reference symbol 4 denotes a vehicle control system con-
stituted by a network using, for example, a protocol different from or the same protocol as that of the vehicle control
system 2. Reference symbol 5 denotes a drive device, such as an actuator that drives a machine and electrical device
(e.g., engine, transmission, wheel, brake, steering device, and the like) to control vehicle motion according to the control
of the vehicle control system 2. Reference symbol 6 denotes a recognition device constituted by an external world sensor
such as camera, radar, LIDAR, ultrasonic sensor, and the like, which acquires information input from the external world
and outputs information for generating external world recognition information to be described later and a dynamic system
sensor that recognizes the state of the vehicle system 1 (motion state, position information, acceleration, wheel speed,
and the like) . Reference symbol 7 denotes an output device such as a liquid crystal display, a warning lamp, and a
speaker, connected via a wire or wirelessly to the network system and receiving data sent from the network system and
displaying or outputting required information such as message information (e.g., video, sound). Reference symbol 8
denotes an input device such as, a steering wheel, a pedal, a button, a lever, and a touch panel, with which the user
generates an input signal for inputting an operation intention or instruction to the vehicle control system 2. Reference
symbol 9 denotes a notification device, such as a lamp, an LED, and a speaker, with which the vehicle system 1 notifies
the state of the vehicle and the like to the external world.
[0013] The vehicle control system 2 is connected to the other vehicle control system 4, the communication device 3,
the driving device 5, the recognition device 6, the output device 7, the input device 8, and the notification device 9, and
transmits and receives information to and from each of them.
[0014] FIG. 3 shows an example of H/W (Hardware) configuration of the vehicle control system 2. Reference symbol
301 denotes a network link connecting a network device on an on-board network, for example, a network link such as
a CAN bus. Reference symbol 302 denotes an ECU (Electronic Control Unit) connected to the network link 301, the
driving device 5, the recognition device 6, and a network link (including a leased line) other than the network link 301 to
control the driving device 5 and the recognition device 6, obtain information thereof, and transmit and receive data to
and from the network. Reference symbol 303 denotes a gateway (hereinafter referred to as GW) that connects multiple
network links 301 and transmits and receives data to and from each network link 301.
[0015] An example of network topology is not limited to the example of the bus type in which multiple ECUs 302 are
connected to two buses (network links 301) shown in FIG. 3. The network topology may be a star type in which multiple
ECUs are directly connected to a GW, a link type in which ECUs are connected to a series of links in a ring form, a
mixed type in which multiple types are exist in a mixed manner and configured by multiple networks, or the like. Each
of the GW 303 and the ECU 302 can be an ECU having a GW function or a GW having a function of an ECU.
[0016] Based on the data received from the network, the ECU 302 performs the control processing such as output of
a control signal to the driving device 5, acquisition of information from the recognition device 6, output of a control signal
and information to network, change of internal state, and the like.
[0017] FIG. 4 is an example of an internal configuration of the ECU 302 or the GW 303 which is a network device
according to the present embodiment. Reference symbol 401 denotes a processor that has storage elements such as
caches and registers, and is for example, a CPU that executes control. Reference symbol 402 denotes an I/O (Input/Out-
put) which transmits and receives data to and from the driving device 5 and/or recognition device 6 connected by the
network link 301, a network, or a leased line. Reference symbol 403 denotes a timer for managing a period of time and
a point in time using a clock (not shown) or the like. Reference symbol 404 denotes a ROM (Read Only Memory) for
storing programs and nonvolatile data. Reference symbol 405 denotes a RAM (Random Access Memory) for storing
volatile data. Reference symbol 406 denotes an internal bus used for communication inside the ECU.
[0018] Next, FIG. 5 shows a configuration of a software module operating on the processor 401. Reference symbol
502 denotes a communication management unit that manages the operation and state of the I/O 402 and instructs the
I/O 402 via the internal bus 406. Reference symbol 503 denotes a time management unit that manages the timer 403
and performs information acquisition and control with regard to time. Reference symbol 501 denotes a control unit that
analyzes data acquired from the I/O 402 and controls the entire software module. Reference symbol 504 denotes a data
table that holds information such as an external world recognition map described later. Reference symbol 505 denotes
a buffer for temporarily holding data.
[0019] The configuration of FIG. 5 shows the operation concept on the processor 401. The information necessary for
operation is, as necessary, acquired from the ROM 404 and the RAM 405 or, as necessary, written in the ROM 404 and
the RAM 405 to be operated. Each function of the vehicle control system described later is executed by the control unit 501.

<Functional configuration example of vehicle control system>

[0020] FIG. 6 shows a functional configuration example of the vehicle control system. Reference symbol 601 denotes
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an entire vehicle control system. Reference symbol 602 denotes a unified recognition unit which unifies the external
world recognition information output from multiple recognition devices 6 and communication devices 3 and creates an
external world recognition map to be described later. Reference symbol 603 denotes an automatic driving control unit
that performs generation and output of automatic driving control information (track and the like), based on the external
world recognition map generated by the unified recognition unit 602 and the user input received from a user input unit
604, output instruction to an output management unit 605, and notification instruction to a notification management unit
606. Reference symbol 604 denotes a user input unit that generates the instruction information about the user according
to the input from the input device 8. Reference symbol 605 denotes an output management unit that performs an output
instruction to the output device 7 in accordance with the output of the automatic driving control unit 603 and an abnormality
detection unit 609 and a relative information control unit 608. Reference symbol 606 denotes a notification management
unit that performs a notification instruction to the notification device 9 in accordance with the output of the automatic
driving control unit 603 and the abnormality detection unit 609 and the relative information control unit 608. Reference
symbol 607 denotes a relative information recognition unit for creating relative information to be described later on the
basis of the information input from the unified recognition unit 602 and information output from the recognition device 6.
Reference symbol 608 denotes a relative information control unit which creates motion control information from infor-
mation output from the recognition device 6 and the relative information created by the relative information recognition
unit 607. Reference symbol 609 denotes an abnormality detection unit for detecting abnormality from the relative infor-
mation created by the relative information recognition unit 607, the automatic driving control information output from the
automatic driving control 603, and the output result of the unified recognition unit 602. Reference symbol 610 denotes
a switching unit for switching the output for the motion control unit 611 to the input from the automatic driving control
unit 603 or the input from the relative information control unit 608 based on the abnormality detection result of the
abnormality detection unit 609. Reference symbol 611 is a motion control unit that carries out control for multiple driving
devices 5 in accordance with the track information or the motion control information from the switching unit 610, the
state of the vehicle system 1 acquired from the recognition device 6, and the response from the driving device 5.
[0021] The motion control information indicates target values of motion control parameters such as acceleration and
yaw rate, control instruction values to each driving device 5, and continuous values thereof in time series.
[0022] The vehicle control system may include some or all of the communication device 3, the driving device 5, the
recognition device 6, the output device 7, the input device 8, and the notification device 9. In addition, the vehicle control
device refers to a device having some or all of the functions in the vehicle control system.
[0023] The vehicle control system 601 is composed of multiple functions, and there are plural patterns of function
arrangements to the H/W shown in FIG. 3. An example of arrangement is shown in FIG. 7. The arrangement of the
functions is not limited thereto, and the functions may be assigned to ECUs different from the description. For example,
when the functions of the unified recognition unit 602, and the automatic driving control unit 603, the relative information
recognition unit 607, and the relative information control unit 608 are assigned to different ECUs or microcomputers, it
becomes possible to protect each function from the risk of common cause failure due to H/W failure, and high reliability
can be realized.

<External world recognition method>

[0024] The type of the recognition device 6 is as described in the configuration of the vehicle control system, and the
recognition device 6 acquires external world recognition information to be described later according to the operating
principle corresponding to the type of each recognition device. For example, the recognition device 6 performs meas-
urement of the external world using the sensor of the recognition device 6, and the recognition device 6 applies a specific
algorithm (for example, an image recognition algorithm for the acquired image) to the measured value, and acquires the
external world recognition information.
[0025] For each recognition device, the measurable range is decided beforehand (for example, in the case of a camera,
the recognition limit of the far distance according to the photographing direction, the vertical/horizontal angles, and the
number of pixels, and in the case of a radar, a radiation angle and a receiving angle of a radio wave, a distance), or
adjustment (calibration) is performed for the change according to the environment, so that the measurable range is
measured and determined. By combining the obtained external world recognition information obtained by each recognition
device, the surrounding condition of the vehicle system 2 can be confirmed.
[0026] An example of external world recognition is shown in FIG. 8. In this example, the recognition devices 6 in four
directions of the vehicle system 1 acquire external world information. With the external world recognition information
output from the recognition device 6, the unified recognition unit 602 can check what objects are present in the vicinity.
[0027] Likewise, from the communication device 3, the external world recognition information can also be obtained.
With the information that can be obtained from the communication device 3, the external world recognition information
about an object existing on the other side of the obstacle such as a shadow, which cannot be observed by the recognition
device 6, is obtained together with position information, and the existence position of the object can be confirmed.
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[0028] The external world recognition information acquired by the communication device 3 also includes map infor-
mation about the surroundings (topography, road, and lane information), and road traffic conditions (traffic density, under
construction, and the like).

<External world recognition information>

[0029] The external world recognition information is information that expresses the object observed by the recognition
device 6 or the object received by the communication device 3. Examples of external world recognition information
include an object type (static object (wall, white line, signal, separation band, tree, and the like), a dynamic object
(pedestrian, car, motorcycle, bicycle, and the like), or driving (region intrusion) permissibility, other attribute information),
relative position information about an object (direction and distance), absolute position information about an object and
itself (coordinates and the like), an object speed, direction (moving direction, face direction), acceleration, existence
probability (probability), map information, road traffic condition, time when external world recognition information was
measured, ID of recognition device that performed measurement, and the like.

<External world recognition map>

[0030] The unified recognition unit 602 creates unified recognition information (e.g., external world recognition map)
in which external world recognition information output by multiple recognition devices is unified. An example of external
world recognition map is shown in FIG. 9. FIG. 9 (b) shows an example in which object information is arranged for each
region with respect to the orthogonal coordinate system (grid) (FIG. 9 (a)). The object information is the contents excluding
the position information from the example of the external world recognition information, and is arranged on each grid.
[0031] The representation of the external world recognition map may be not only the notation by the grid but also a
list type method which lists for each recognized object. An example of the list type notation is shown in FIG. 10. Reference
symbol 1001 denotes the entire external world recognition map by list display. By holding the external world recognition
map in the list type like this, it is possible to reduce the amount of data compared with the grid type.

<Behavior prediction>

[0032] The external world recognition map can be created not only by using the currently recognized external world
recognition information but also by prediction (behavior prediction) from the external world recognition information in the
past. For example, after a certain period of time, if an object is a stationary object, it is highly likely that the object exists
at the same position (not the relative position with the vehicle, but the same position on the road surface) . When an
object is a dynamic object, it is possible to predict the position of the object after a certain period of time from the position,
speed, acceleration and the like immediately before. By using the external world recognition information predicted in
this manner, it is possible to predict the position information that cannot be recognized currently.
[0033] Although the behavior prediction can be performed by the unified recognition unit 602 on the basis of the
external world recognition map, for example, the recognition device 6 adds future prediction information to the external
world recognition information and transmits the external world recognition information to notify the unified recognition
unit 602. In that case, each recognition device 6 performs prediction, and it becomes possible to reduce the amount of
calculation related to the behavior prediction of the unified recognition unit 602. In another method, the automatic driving
control unit 603 may perform the behavior prediction of a necessary object from the current external world recognition
map. In this case, it is possible to reduce the communication load from the unified recognition unit 602 to the automatic
driving control unit 603, and it is also possible to perform behavior prediction of only objects necessary for track generation
and determination.

<Automatic driving control information (track)>

[0034] With regard to the generation method of automatic driving control information based on the external world
recognition map, an example using track which is an example of automatic driving control information will be described.
The track is generated to satisfy safety constraints with which the vehicle system can travel safely (e.g., low possibility
of collision with other obstacles), and motion constraints such as acceleration, deceleration, and yaw rate that the vehicle
system can realize.
[0035] For example, the track is represented by a set of coordinates of the position of the host vehicle with a regular
time interval. In another example, the track is represented by a set of motion control values (target acceleration and yaw
rate) with a regular time interval, a vector value (direction and speed) of the vehicle with a regular time interval, a time
interval for traveling a certain distance, and the like.
[0036] In the external world recognition map in the example of FIG. 9 (b), an example of track generation in which the
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vehicle moves to the right lane will be described with reference to FIG. 11. Here, an example is shown in which there is
a traveling vehicle on the right lane, and the host vehicle travels at a faster speed and can perform lane change. First,
the host vehicle satisfies the motion constraint, and generates a track (1101 in FIG. 11) for moving to the right lane. To
satisfy the motion constraint means that the vehicle system does not exceed the upper limit value or the lower limit value
of the acceleration and deceleration, yaw rate, and the like that can be realized by the vehicle system as described
above. Thereafter, for the track 1101 that has been generated, it is calculated whether or not collision occurs by the
prediction track (for example, current speed, position after a certain period of time with the assumed acceleration) of the
other dynamic object and the track in the host vehicle. If it is calculated that collision does not occur, control of the vehicle
is performed based on the track of the host vehicle. If it is calculated that collision occurs, the vehicle system waits for
a certain period of time, and thereafter, recalculates or generates another track satisfying the motion constraint, and
similarly calculates the safety constraint.
[0037] The safety constraint calculation method includes not only a method (entry prohibited area method) in which
the area assumed by the current speed and the assumed acceleration and deceleration speed of the dynamic object is
adopted as an entry prohibited area as described above, but also a method for calculating the risk of each area from
the type, speed, and travelling direction of each object and calculating the risk potential. When this method is used, a
track with the lowest potential is generated so that the track which does not enter into the potential area having a certain
value or more in the generated potential map, and satisfies the motion constraint of the host vehicle is adopted as a
generation track.
[0038] In the entry prohibited area, behavior prediction of the dynamic object is required. For the behavior prediction,
there is a method of setting, as an entry prohibited area, a certain area centered on a point moving with the current
speed, acceleration and direction. By setting the certain area as the entry prohibited area like this, computation with
complicated prediction becomes unnecessary.
[0039] As described above, the track is created based on the direction in which the vehicle moves, the motion constraint,
and the safety constraint, the automatic driving control unit 603 transmits the track information to the motion control unit
611 via the switching unit 610 based on the generated track, and the motion control unit 611 controls the driving device
5 based on the track information and controls the vehicle system.

<Control based on automatic driving control information>

[0040] The motion control unit 611 performs control of the driving device 5 so as to realize the motion control information
or the automatic driving control information output by the switching unit 610.
[0041] In the control based on the automatic driving control information, for example, when the automatic driving
control information is the track, the system state (current speed, acceleration, yaw rate, and the like) of the vehicle
system 1 acquired from the recognition device 6 is reflected so as to be able to follow the track, and the target speed,
the yaw rate, and the like of the vehicle system 1 are calculated. In order to realize these target speed and yaw rate,
the control of each of the necessary driving devices 5 is performed. As a result, the vehicle control that can follow the
target track is realized.
[0042] In order to realize control by motion control information, the output of the engine torque is increased to achieve
the target speed, the brake is controlled to decelerate, the steering is steered to achieve the target yaw rate, or the
braking or acceleration is individually controlled for each of the wheels so that the wheel speed becomes unequal. In
the case where the motion control information is the control value of the driving device 5, the control of the driving device
5 is performed using the control value. In this way, the target motion control is realized.

<Relative information recognition>

[0043] The relative information is information that is in the external world recognition information, particularly that can
be acquired from the recognition device 6, and is a combination of pieces of information of any one of relative position,
relative speed, relative acceleration between a surrounding object and the host vehicle, and a value that can be calculated
form these values.
[0044] An example of relative information is shown in FIG. 12. In this case, an example of recognizing other vehicles
is shown. In FIG. 12 (a), there is a vehicle ahead, and an example is shown in which the distance as a relative position
is la, the angle is θa where the right-hand side horizontal direction of the host vehicle is defined as zero degrees, and
the relative speed is dva.
[0045] The relative speed indicates the speed with which the host vehicle approaches or leaves the object. For example,
in the example of FIG. 12 (a), the direction from the host vehicle to another vehicle and the traveling direction of both of
them are the same, and therefore, the relative speed can be expressed as a difference between the speed of the
preceding vehicle and the speed of the host vehicle. As shown in FIG. 12 (b), when the direction from the host vehicle
to another vehicle and the traveling direction of both of them are not the same, the relative speed dvb can be derived
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by projecting each speed on a straight line of direction from the host vehicle to another vehicle and calculating the
difference thereof. In this case, when the relative speed is positive, it indicates that the another vehicle is moving away
from the host vehicle, and when it is negative, it indicates that the another vehicle is approaching the host vehicle.
Although not shown, the relative acceleration is a time change of the relative speed, so that the relative acceleration
can be calculated from the observed change in the speed.
[0046] In addition to expression of the relative distance and the angle, the representation method of the relative position
may also be represented as a coordinate system with the host vehicle being the origin. As an example, the relative
position can be represented in such a manner that the host vehicle is the origin in the figure, and the longitudinal direction
of the host vehicle is y coordinate where the travelling direction is positive, and the lateral direction is x coordinate where
the right-hand side is positive (rxa, rxy).
[0047] When the recognition device 6 is recognizable, the applicable object type (vehicle, pedestrian, and the like),
the width (dxa in the figure) of the object, and the depth (dya in the figure) are also included as the relative information.
[0048] An example of relative information table for managing the relative information is shown in FIG. 13. An example
using representation of coordinate system is shown as the relative position. As described above, the relative information
is generated and managed.

<Control based on relative information>

[0049] A control example based on relative information will be described. The relative information control unit 608
generates motion control information based on the relative information output by the relative information recognition unit
607 and the state of the host vehicle acquired from the recognition device 6.
[0050] An example in the case where an object (vehicle) exists ahead will be described. In the case where there is a
vehicle ahead and the relative position (distance) in the relative information falls below a certain value, the host vehicle
is controlled to decelerate. For this purpose, the relative information control unit 608 determines the state of the host
vehicle acquired from the relative information and the recognition device 6, and outputs the motion control information
for performing deceleration to the switching unit 610. On the contrary, when the relative position exceeds the certain
value, the motion control information for controlling acceleration is likewise output to the host vehicle. As described
above, the acceleration and deceleration control is performed so that the relative position with respect to a preceding
vehicle does not exceed or fall below a certain amount. Likewise, when an object exists behind, the control is performed
so that the relative position does not exceed or fall below a certain amount.
[0051] It is also possible to make a determination based not only on the relative position but also on the relative speed
and relative acceleration. For example, in the case where there is a vehicle ahead and the relative position is the same,
the control for deceleration is performed if the object is likely to approach the host vehicle with the relative speed and
the relative acceleration. The calculation formula of the risk value for the above judgment is as follows, where the risk
value is denoted as R, the relative distance is denoted as dl, the relative speed is denoted as dv, and the relative
acceleration is denoted as da. Here, A, B, and C are constants.
[Math 1] 

[0052] In the calculation using a risk value, just like the determination based on the relative position, the acceleration
and deceleration control is performed so that the risk value does not exceed a certain amount. By making determinations
using the relative speed and the relative acceleration as described above, it is possible to suppress a higher risk situation
with the same relative position (another vehicle is approaching the host vehicle, and the like) and to ensure safety.
[0053] With these determinations and acceleration and deceleration control, the control based on relative information
can be performed.
[0054] If there are vehicles ahead and behind the host vehicle at the same time, the control is performed so that the
relative position moves away from the closer one. For example, in the case where the preceding vehicle is moving closer,
the control of the deceleration is performed, while if the vehicle behind is moving closer, the control of the acceleration
is performed.
[0055] Not only in the longitudinal direction but also in the lateral direction, the recognition is performed from the relative
position, and steering is performed in the direction where an object does not exist, so that, for example, the control is
performed to avoid collision in the longitudinal direction. The target yaw rate for that purpose is also included in the
motion control information, and the relative information control unit 608 performs the output to the switching unit 610.
[0056] Many determinations may be used in the determination of the certain amount of the relative position and the
risk value. For example, in the case of exceeding a certain amount α, a warning may be given to the user, and in the
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case of exceeding a certain amount β, weak acceleration and deceleration may be performed, and when exceeding a
certain amount γ, strong acceleration and deceleration may be performed. This enables stepwise warning and vehicle
control for the user according to the situation when an abnormality occurs.

<Abnormality detection>

[0057] A detection method of an abnormality will be described. The abnormality is a state different from the expected
normal state, which occurs due to hardware failure, software malfunction, unexpected input, and the like. Each unit of
the vehicle control system 2 communicates via a communication path such as a network or a leased line, and with the
abnormality of communication, the following occurs; communication cannot be performed (communication processing
is an error response, the potential of signal line is abnormal), a signal value of communication is abnormal, and the like.
For the abnormality of these communications, abnormality of communication can be detected by detecting abnormality
in an electric circuit (potential detection and the like), periodic survival confirmation (heartbeat), and error detection of
error detection symbol such as CRC.
[0058] For the malfunction of the computation device, abnormality can be detected by checking the result obtained
by performing the same computation (comparison of computation results), and for the malfunction of a memory, detection
can be performed by error detection and the like when accessing the RAM or ROM.
[0059] Software malfunction can be detected by not only performing comparison of results obtained by performing the
same computation but also detecting the range abnormality of output result.
[0060] The abnormality detection unit 609 detects these abnormalities by itself or by receiving a notification made by
detecting abnormality from each unit. For example, the automatic driving control unit 603 gives, to the automatic driving
control information, as information that the abnormality is occurring in any one of the recognition device 6, the commu-
nication device 3, the unified recognition unit 602, and a communication therebetween. The abnormality detection unit
609 receives the information and detects an occurrence of abnormality. The switching processing described later is
carried out with the result obtained by detecting abnormality.
[0061] The abnormality detection unit 609 informs the output management unit 605 and/or the notification management
unit 606 that abnormality has been detected. Therefore, the output management unit 605 and/or the notification man-
agement unit 606 carry out an output of a vehicle state described later to the user and/or a notification of the vehicle
state to the outside of the vehicle.
[0062] Therefore, the safety can be improved by, for example, detecting abnormality with this system, and switching
from the control with the automatic driving control unit 603 to control with the relative information control unit 609.

<Switching processing>

[0063] Switching processing of control implemented in the switching unit 610 will be described with reference to FIG.
1. First, the switching unit 610 receives abnormality detection result from the abnormality detection unit 609 (S101) . In
the case where the abnormality detection result is absence of abnormality (no in S102), switching is performed so as to
output the motion control information created based on the automatic driving control information output from the automatic
driving control unit 603 (S103). In the case where the abnormality detection result is presence of abnormality (yes in
S102), switching is performed so as to output the motion control information output from the relative information control
unit 608 (S104). As described above, control switching in abnormality detection is carried out. This makes it possible to
improve safety by switching to control using the relative information control unit 608 without using the output of the
automatic driving control unit 603 in which an abnormality occurs.
[0064] On the other hand, in the case where the abnormality detection unit 609 detects that an abnormality has occurred
in the relative information recognition unit 607, switching is not performed to the motion control information output from
the relative information control unit 608. In this case, the abnormality detection unit 609 instructs the switching unit 610
to output the motion control information created based on the automatic driving control information output from the
automatic driving control unit 603, and warning operation is carried out with an output of the following vehicle state to
the user and a notification of the vehicle state to the outside of the vehicle. Therefore, even in the case where an
abnormality occurs in the control function using the relative information, a warning is issued to the user to urge handover,
and the operation is continued with the control of the automatic driving control unit 603 where an abnormality does not
occur, so that the safety can be improved.

<Output of vehicle state to user and notification of vehicle state to outside of vehicle>

[0065] As shown in FIG. 2, the vehicle control system 2 outputs a current state of a vehicle to the user via the output
device 7 or to the outside of the vehicle via the notification device 9 or the communication device 3. For example, when
the abnormality occurs in any unit of the vehicle system 1, illumination of warning and the like or warning with sound is
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performed for the user via the output device 7. An output of the warning state with a lamp, warning sound with a speaker,
and output and the like of information and the like about abnormality are performed for the outside of the vehicle via the
notification device 9 or the communication device 3.
[0066] When the abnormality detection unit 609 detects an abnormality, the occurrence of the abnormality is notified
to the user with warning and the like or sound, and further, the content of abnormality (each unit where the abnormality
occurred, communication path) is displayed with a display or a warning lamp provided with the output device 7. Therefore,
it is possible for the user to recognize the abnormality that has occurred, and to perform handover of manipulation.
[0067] In addition, likewise, the outside of the vehicle is also notified of the occurrence of abnormality, a range where
the abnormality occurred, a direction of a track, or the like via the notification device 9 or the communication device 3.
Therefore, it becomes possible for the vehicle travelling behind to predict the behavior of the vehicle system 1 where
the abnormality has occurred, and it is possible to avoid collision and the like.

<User handover control>

[0068] An example of switching to the control by a user from control based on automatic driving control information
or control based on relative information will be described based on FIG. 18. In the case where the user input unit 604
detects the driving manipulation start operation (for example, stepping on for pedal, manipulating steer, pushing the
button of automatic driving, and the like) of the user via the input device 8 (yes in S1802) while control is performed with
the automatic driving control information or the relative information (S1801), the switching unit 610 is notified. When the
switching unit 610 receives the notification of the driving manipulation start operation of the user, the control based on
the automatic driving control information and the relative information is cancelled, and the control is switched to the
driving manipulation of the user (S1803). As described above, the switching is performed from the automatic driving
control and the control based on and the relative information to the driving manipulation of the user, and even if there
is an error in the automatic driving control information and/or the relative information, the control is handed over to the
user, and the safety is maintained.

Second Embodiment

[0069] As an example of abnormality detection, an example using the relative information and the automatic driving
control information will be described. The difference from the first embodiment is the processing of an abnormality
detection unit 609.
[0070] As a method for detecting abnormality detection of the automatic driving control information by using only the
relative information, an abnormality is determined when each value of the relative information becomes equal to or more
than a certain value or the risk value becomes equal to or more than a certain value. This is because, since the automatic
driving control information is assumed that the control is performed so that the risk value and each value of the above
relative information does not exceed a certain value or fall below a certain value, the situation is determined to be
abnormal, and the control is switched to the control using the relative information control. Therefore, even in the case
where an abnormality occurs in the automatic driving control information, it becomes possible to switch to the safe control
using the relative information.
[0071] As another determination method, the abnormality detection unit 609 detects abnormality when the positions
of the host vehicle and another object in the future that are estimated from the automatic driving control information and
the relative information come into contact with each other or come into proximity with each other. An example of deter-
mination of the relative information and the automatic driving control information in the abnormality detection unit 609
is shown in FIG. 14. In FIG. 14, the automatic driving control information (track) of the host vehicle is indicated by a
circle and a dotted line, and the relative position information is described using the example of FIG. 12.
[0072] Since the track shows the future position of the host vehicle at each time, the future position of the relative
information is also predicted. More specifically, the position is analogized from relative position, relative speed, and
relative acceleration of relative information. The calculation expression is shown with a one-dimensional position as an
example, and can be expressed as follows; the position at t seconds later is denoted as y(t), the current position is
denoted as y(0), the relative speed is denoted as vy, and the relative acceleration is denoted as ay. In this case, for
example, the acceleration term can be omitted to reduce computation amount.
[Math 2] 

[0073] In the case of two dimensions, the computation is performed in the same way for prediction, and the future
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relative position based on the relative information is predicted. This prediction result and the track information are
compared, and an abnormality is detected when the future relative position based on the track information and the
relative information after a certain time come into contact with each other or the relative distance becomes equal to or
less than a certain value.
[0074] After detecting the abnormality, in addition to performing control using the relative information, the output of a
vehicle state to the user and a notification of the vehicle state to the outside of the vehicle is performed, and the user is
encouraged to start handover or a notification of an occurrence of abnormality is given to the outside of the vehicle at
an early stage, so that it is possible for a vehicle and the like outside the vehicle to perform the avoidance operation with
a large safety margin.
[0075] An example in which the automatic driving control information is the track has been shown in the above case,
but even in the case of consecutive control values, the determination can be similarly made by estimating the position
of the host vehicle after a certain period of time.
[0076] In another method, an abnormality is detected by comparing the relative information with the output result of
the unified recognition unit 602. For example, the abnormality can be detected by comparing the relative information
and the output result of the unified recognition unit 602, for example, in a case where another object is not included in
the output result of the unified recognition unit 602 even though the another object is determined to exist based on the
relative information.
[0077] In the method of the detection, in addition to the presence and absence of the object, each output result is
compared, and in the case where the position, the speed, and the existence probability of another object exceed a
designed error range, the abnormality is detected. As a result, a fault occurring in the unified recognition unit 602, the
recognition device 6, and the relative information recognition unit 607 can be detected.
[0078] In the present embodiment, with the above determination, the abnormality of the automatic driving control
information can be detected using the relative information. An abnormality can be detected at the stage when the
automatic driving control information is output, and switching to the control using the relative information or a warning
to the user or surroundings can be carried out at an early stage. Therefore, for example, abnormality of the track
information in the future can be detected before the travel control using the track information is performed, and the
actuator control can be handed over to the more reliable automatic control system at an early stage. Therefore, it is
possible to highly reliable travel control while preventing the actuator from actually being controlled based on the abnormal
track information. As a result, while using the automatic driving system effectively, it is possible to complement the
reliability of the automatic driving system satisfactorily by the automatic control system.

Third Embodiment

[0079] Next, an example of control to avoid erroneous braking by an error in the automatic driving control information
will be described. The configuration of the vehicle control system is the same as that of the second embodiment.
[0080] FIG. 15 shows an example in which the automatic driving control information for erroneously braking is output
from the automatic driving control unit 603 in a situation where another vehicle is present behind the travelling host vehicle.
[0081] In this case, the abnormality detection unit 609 receives the automatic driving control information from the
automatic driving control unit 603, and receives the relative information in the situation from the relative information
recognition unit 607. Thereafter, the abnormality detection unit 609 determines the abnormality of the automatic driving
control information by abnormality detection described in the second embodiment and instructs the switching unit 610
to switch to the control based on the relative information. This makes it possible to switch to the control based on the
relative information before performing erroneous braking by abnormal automatic driving control information.
[0082] Here, in FIG. 6, the abnormality detection unit 609 is described as processing concurrent with the communication
between the automatic driving control unit 603 and the switching unit 610, but the abnormality detection unit 609 may
be arranged between the automatic driving control unit 603 and the switching unit 610, and the abnormality detection
unit 609 may be configured to output only the automatic driving control information for which the abnormality has not
been detected to the switching unit 610. With this configuration, it is possible to reliably suppress the control based on
the automatic driving control information in which the abnormality is detected.
[0083] In the configuration of FIG. 6, the switching unit 610 may assign an ID to the automatic driving control information
and after receiving a notification that the motion control information having the ID from the abnormality detection unit
609 is normal or not abnormal, the switching unit 610 may output the motion control information of the automatic driving
control information, so that the control based on the automatic driving control information in which the abnormality is
detected can be surely suppressed similarly.
[0084] As described above, even if the automatic driving control information for performing braking by mistake and
colliding with the vehicle behind is derived when there is a vehicle travelling behind, it is possible to prevent erroneous
braking based on the relative information and realize reliable travel control.
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Fourth Embodiment

[0085] In the present embodiment, an automatic driving control information holding unit 612 which holds the automatic
driving control information and performs output as necessary is added. A configuration example of the vehicle control
system 2 according to the present embodiment is shown in FIG. 16.
[0086] In the automatic driving control unit 603, automatic driving control information is calculated, and automatic
driving control information that can ensure minimum safety when an abnormality occurs (for example, travelling along
a lane, travelling along a lane and slowly decelerating, pulling over to the shoulder and stop, and the like, hereinafter
referred to as "holding control information") is also calculated. Then, the holding control information calculated by the
automatic driving control unit 603 is transmitted to the automatic driving control information holding unit 612. The automatic
driving control information holding unit 612 is for holding the holding control information transmitted from the automatic
driving control unit 603 and switching to the holding control information held therein when an abnormality occurs.
[0087] When the holding control information calculated by the automatic driving control unit 603 is transmitted to the
automatic driving control information holding unit 612, the holding control information is also transmitted to the abnormality
detection unit 609, and the abnormality detection unit 609 detects presence or absence of abnormality with regard to
the holding control information.
[0088] The switching unit 610 switches the control information from the automatic driving control unit 603, the relative
information control unit 608, and the automatic driving control information holding unit 612, and outputs the information
to the motion control unit 611.
[0089] The determination method is shown in FIG. 17. First, the abnormality detection unit 609 receives the automatic
driving control information, the holding control information, and the relative information, determines abnormality, and
notifies the switching unit 610 of whether the result indicates that the abnormality is detected with only the relative
information, the abnormality is detected in the holding control information, or the abnormality is detected in the automatic
driving control information. In the method of the abnormality detection, information detected in the method described in
the abnormality detection of the first embodiment is included in the respective information, or the abnormality is detected
by comparing the automatic driving control information and the relative information according to the abnormality detection
method described in the second embodiment, and for abnormality detection of the holding control information, the
abnormality detection is performed according to the same method as the automatic driving control information.
[0090] When the switching unit 610 receives a notification indicating that an abnormality is detected with only the
relative information (yes in S1701), the switching unit 610 performs control based on the relative information (S1702).
When the notification indicating that the abnormality is detected with the holding control information is received (yes in
S1703), the control based on the relative information is performed (S1702). When the notification indicating that the
abnormality is detected with the automatic driving control information is received (yes in S1704), the control based on
the holding control information is performed (S1705). When none of the abnormalities is notified (no in S1704), the
control by the automatic driving control information is performed (S1706).
[0091] Therefore, even when the abnormality occurs with the automatic driving control information, it becomes possible
to perform control with the holding control information which is capable of maintaining safety that has been held for a
certain period of time and in which abnormality has not been detected, and in addition, when an abnormality is thereafter
detected with the relative information, it becomes possible to safely switch to the control based on the relative information.
As a result, reliable travel control can be realized.
[0092] According to the above-described embodiment, when an abnormality occurs in the automatic driving control
information, it is possible to ensure safety by detecting the abnormality and switching to the control based on the relative
information.
[0093] According to another embodiment, before implementing control based on the automatic driving control infor-
mation, the abnormality of the automatic driving control information is detected from the relative information and the
automatic driving control information, operation corresponding to the abnormality can be performed at an early stage
by switching to the control based on the relative information or by giving a warning to the user or the outside.
[0094] According to still another embodiment, the control based on the automatic driving control information in which
an abnormality has been detected can be suppressed, and the control based on the relative information can be imple-
mented.
[0095] According to still another embodiment, the holding control information is used, so that even when an abnormality
occurs with the automatic driving control information, it is possible to maintain the function with the holding control
information which is capable of maintaining safety that has been held for a certain period of time and in which abnormality
has not been detected, and in addition, when an abnormality is thereafter detected with the relative information, it
becomes possible to safely switch to the control based on the relative information.
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Reference Signs List

[0096]

1 vehicle system
2 vehicle control system
3 communication device
4 vehicle control system
5 driving device
6 recognition device
7 output device
8 input device
9 notification device
301 network link
302 ECU
303 GW
401 processor
402 I/O
403 timer
404 ROM
405 RAM
406 internal bus
501 control unit
502 communication management unit
503 time management unit
504 data table
505 buffer
601 vehicle control system
602 unified recognition unit
603 automatic driving control unit
604 user input unit
605 output management unit
606 notification management unit
607 relative information recognition unit
608 relative information control unit
609 abnormality detection unit
610 switching unit
611 motion control unit
612 automatic driving control information holding unit
1001 external world recognition map
1301 relative information table

Claims

1. A vehicle control device comprising:

outputting, to a driving device, any one of a first control signal generated based on automatic driving control
information and a second control signal generated based on relative information between a host vehicle and a
surrounding object; and
in a case where an abnormality is detected in the automatic driving control information, outputting the second
control signal to the driving device instead of the first control signal.

2. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, wherein information serving as an input of the automatic driving
control information is more than information serving as an input of the relative information.

3. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, wherein the information serving as the input of the automatic driving
control information is information output from a recognition device and a communication device, and
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the information serving as the input of the relative information is information output from the recognition device.

4. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, wherein in a case where an abnormality is detected in the automatic
driving control information, travelling control is performed so that the relative position in the relative information does
not become equal to or less than a predetermined value.

5. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, in a case where an abnormality is detected in the automatic driving
control information, travelling control is performed so that a risk value based on the relative information does not
become equal to or less than a predetermined value.

6. The vehicle control device according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein when the risk value calculated from the
relative information becomes equal to or less than a predetermined value, the automatic driving control information
is determined to be abnormal.

7. The vehicle control device according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the relative position information in the
relative information and the automatic driving control information are compared, and
in the case where the automatic driving control information is such that a risk value to a surrounding object in the
relative position information is equal to or more than a predetermined value, the automatic driving control information
is determined to be abnormal.

8. The vehicle control device according to any one of claims 1 to 5, comprising an automatic driving control information
holding unit that holds holding automatic driving control information,
wherein in a case where an abnormality is detected in the automatic driving control information,
instead of the first control signal, a third control signal based on the holding automatic driving control information is
output to an actuator, and
in a case where the abnormality is detected in the holding automatic driving control information, the second control
signal is output to the actuator.

9. The vehicle control device according to claim 8, wherein the relative position information in the relative information
and the automatic driving control information are compared, and
in the case where the automatic driving control information is such that a risk value to a surrounding object in the
relative position information is equal to or more than a predetermined value, the automatic driving control information
is determined to be abnormal.

10. The vehicle control device according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein in a case where the automatic driving
control information is abnormal, a notification is given to an outside.

11. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, comprising:

a switching unit outputting the first control signal and the second control signal to the driving device; and
an abnormality detection unit detecting an abnormality by comparing the automatic driving control information
and the relative information,
wherein the automatic driving control information is input into the abnormality detection unit and the switching unit.

12. The vehicle control device according to claim 11, wherein only in a case where an abnormality is not detected in
the automatic driving control information, the automatic driving control information is output to the switching unit.

13. The vehicle control device according to claim 1, wherein an abnormality of unified recognition information is detected
by comparing the relative information and the unified recognition information obtained by unifying output information
of a recognition device and the communication device.
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