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(57) The blockchain used in transactions of digital
virtual currency is applied to management of permissions
for contents. A user terminal 1 includes a key generation
unit 11 that generates a first key pair and a second key
pair, a permission request unit 13 that transmits a per-
mission request including a public encryption key of the
second key pair after electronically signing the permis-
sion request with a secret encryption key of the first key
pair, and a content use unit 14 that acquires, from per-
mission information transmitted from a right-holder ter-
minal 2, a content decryption key by using a secret de-
cryption key of the second key pair and uses the content.
The right-holder terminal 2 includes a key management

unit 21 that stores therein a third key pair and the content
decryption key, a permission verification unit 23 that ver-
ifies the permission request received, and a permission
issuance unit 22 that encrypts the content decryption key
by using the public encryption key of the second key pair
included in the permission request and transmits the per-
mission information including the encrypted content de-
cryption key after electronically signing the permission
information with a secret encryption key of the third key
pair. The permission request and the permission infor-
mation are transmitted and received via a blockchain.



2

EP 3 346 633 A1



EP 3 346 633 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a technique for
managing permission information related to digital con-
tents such as images and sounds.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An electronic signature is one of techniques for
guaranteeing the source of information. Presently, the
most widespread mechanism for implementing electron-
ic signatures is based on public-key encryption. In this
regard, a reliable third-party body is usually used to certify
that an electronic key used for electronically-signed in-
formation is the key of the source of the information. Cred-
ibility is assured when a reliable third-party body performs
centralized management to link an individual with infor-
mation on the key used by the individual.
[0003] Meanwhile, a mechanism that can assure cred-
ibility without needing such centralized management is
starting to be widespread mainly for digital virtual curren-
cy. This mechanism is called blockchain and maintains
soundness of the entire system by assuring credibility of
exchanged information using an agreement formation
process in a network formed by all the participants and
by giving higher incentives for legitimate acts than for
illicit acts (Non-patent document 1).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT

NON-PATENT DOCUMENT

[0004] Non-patent document 1: Kenji Saito, "Bitcoin:
Digital Megalithic Currency Without Human Interven-
tion", WIDE Technical Report

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0005] In the blockchain for digital virtual currency, in-
formation pieces on virtual currency transactions be-
tween participants are bundled into a unit called a block,
and blocks form the blockchain. The blockchain has a
structure such that a block is recorded by being linked to
an immediately previous block as its name "chain" sug-
gests. Specifically, a block is linked to an immediately
previous block by having the hash value of the immedi-
ately previous block included therein. Thus, falsifying
transaction information contained in a block at a certain
time changes the hash value of that block, and therefore
requires falsification of all the blocks following that block.
To add a block, it is necessary to execute processing
(mining) that involves enormous computational effort in
order to find additional information (nonce) that, by being
added to the block, causes the hash value of the block

to match a particular condition. Thus, it can be said that
blockchain is a mechanism extremely robust against fal-
sification. In digital virtual currency, this blockchain cor-
responds to a ledger that records all the transactions of
virtual currency. A transaction of virtual currency can
meet credibility requirements by using the blockchain.
[0006] Focusing on the fact that the blockchain mech-
anism is extremely robust against falsification, let us con-
sider applying the blockchain to management of permis-
sions for digital contents. In management of permissions
for digital contents, permission information is assumed
to be included in the blockchain, as transaction informa-
tion in virtual currency is. Meanwhile, the issue to be ad-
dressed is how the actual data of digital contents them-
selves should be handled. In terms of data size, digital
contents are considered to be far larger than transaction-
al information in virtual currency. The idea of storing the
actual data of the digital contents in the blockchain as
well is not rational since it bloats the data size of the
blockchain itself.
[0007] The present invention has been made in view
of the above problem, and aims to provide a technique
for applying a blockchain used for transactions of digital
virtual currency to management of permissions for con-
tents.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM

[0008] To solve the above problem, a first aspect of
the present invention is summarized as a permission in-
formation management system including a user terminal
of a user of a content and a right-holder terminal of a right
holder of the content, in which the user terminal includes:
a key generation unit that generates a first key pair for
an electronic signature including a secret encryption key
and a public decryption key and a second key pair in-
cluding a secret decryption key and a public encryption
key; a permission request unit that transmits a permission
request including the public encryption key of the second
key pair after electronically signing the permission re-
quest with the secret encryption key of the first key pair;
and a content use unit that acquires, from permission
information transmitted from the right-holder terminal, a
content decryption key by using the secret decryption
key of the second key pair, and uses the content by using
the content decryption key, the right-holder terminal in-
cludes: a key management unit that stores therein a third
key pair for an electronic signature including a secret
encryption key and a public decryption key, and the con-
tent decryption key for decryption of the content; a per-
mission verification unit that verifies whether the permis-
sion request received from the user terminal satisfies a
permission condition for the content; and a permission
issuance unit that, when the permission request satisfies
the permission condition, encrypts the content decryption
key by using the public encryption key of the second key
pair included in the permission request and transmits the
permission information including the encrypted content
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decryption key after electronically signing the permission
information with the secret encryption key of the third key
pair, and the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a blockchain.
[0009] A second aspect of the present invention is
summarized as a user terminal of a user of a content,
including: a key generation unit that generates a first key
pair for an electronic signature including a secret encryp-
tion key and a public decryption key and a second key
pair including a secret decryption key and a public en-
cryption key; a permission request unit that transmits a
permission request including the public encryption key
of the second key pair to a right-holder terminal of a right
holder of the content after electronically signing the per-
mission request with the secret encryption key of the first
key pair; and a content use unit that acquires, from per-
mission information received from the right-holder termi-
nal, a content decryption key by using the secret decryp-
tion key of the second key pair, and uses the content by
using the content decryption key, in which the permission
request and the permission information are transmitted
and received via a blockchain.
[0010] A third aspect of the present invention is sum-
marized as a right-holder terminal of a right holder of a
content, including: a key management unit that stores
therein a key pair for an electronic signature including a
secret encryption key and a public decryption key and
the content decryption key for decryption of the content;
a permission verification unit that verifies whether a per-
mission request received from a user terminal of a user
of the content satisfies a permission condition for the con-
tent; and a permission issuance unit that, when the per-
mission request satisfies the permission condition, en-
crypts the content decryption key by using a public en-
cryption key included in the permission request, and
transmits permission information including the encrypted
content decryption key to the user terminal after electron-
ically signing the permission information with the secret
encryption key of the key pair, in which the permission
request and the permission information are transmitted
and received via a blockchain.
[0011] A fourth aspect of the present invention is sum-
marized as a permission information management meth-
od performed by a permission information management
system including a user terminal of a user of a content
and a right-holder terminal of a right holder of the content,
the method including: causing the user terminal to gen-
erate a first key pair for an electronic signature including
a secret encryption key and a public decryption key and
a second key pair including a secret decryption key and
a public encryption key, transmit a permission request
including the public encryption key of the second key pair
after electronically signing the permission request with
the secret encryption key of the first key pair, and acquire,
from permission information transmitted from the right-
holder terminal, a content decryption key by using the
secret decryption key of the second key pair, and use
the content by using the content decryption key; and

causing the right-holder terminal, which includes a key
management unit that stores therein a third key pair for
an electronic signature including a secret encryption key
and a public decryption key and the content decryption
key for decryption of the content, to verify whether the
permission request received from the user terminal sat-
isfies a permission condition for the content, and when
the permission request satisfies the permission condi-
tion, encrypt the content decryption key by using the pub-
lic encryption key of the second key pair included in the
permission request and transmit the permission informa-
tion including the encrypted content decryption key after
electronically signing the permission information with the
secret encryption key of the third key pair, in which the
permission request and the permission information are
transmitted and received via a blockchain.
[0012] A fifth aspect of the present invention is sum-
marized as a permission information management meth-
od performed by a user terminal of a user of a content,
including generating a first key pair for an electronic sig-
nature including a secret encryption key and a public de-
cryption key and a second key pair including a secret
decryption key and a public encryption key; transmitting
a permission request including the public encryption key
of the second key pair to a right-holder terminal of a right
holder of the content after electronically signing the per-
mission request with the secret encryption key of the first
key pair; and acquiring, from permission information re-
ceived from the right-holder terminal, a content decryp-
tion key by using the secret decryption key of the second
key pair, and using the content by using the content de-
cryption key, in which the permission request and the
permission information are transmitted and received via
a blockchain.
[0013] A sixth aspect of the present invention is sum-
marized as a permission information management meth-
od performed by a right-holder terminal of a right holder
of a content, the right-holder terminal including a key
management unit that stores therein a key pair for an
electronic signature including a secret encryption key and
a public decryption key and a content decryption key for
decryption of the content, the method including: verifying
whether a permission request received from a user ter-
minal of a user of the content satisfies a permission con-
dition for the content; and when the permission request
satisfies the permission condition, encrypting the content
decryption key by using a public encryption key included
in the permission request and transmitting permission
information including the encrypted content decryption
key after electronically signing the permission informa-
tion with the secret encryption key of the key pair, in which
the permission request and the permission information
are transmitted and received via a blockchain.
[0014] A seventh aspect of the present invention is
summarized as a permission information management
program that causes a computer to function as the user
terminal.
[0015] An eighth aspect of the present invention is
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summarized as a permission information management
program that causes a computer to function as the right-
holder terminal.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

[0016] The present invention can provide a technique
for applying a blockchain used for transactions of digital
virtual currency to management of permissions for con-
tents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the overall con-
figuration of a permission information management
system according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a sequence diagram illustrating the
operation of the permission information manage-
ment system of the present embodiment.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a permission request.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example
of determination processing performed by a permis-
sion verification unit.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of
permission information.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0018] An embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed below with reference to the drawings.
[0019] Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the configuration
of a permission information management system accord-
ing to the present invention. The permission information
management system illustrated in Fig. 1 includes a user
terminal 1 and a right-holder terminal 2.
[0020] First, the configuration of the user terminal 1 is
described. The user terminal 1 illustrated in Fig. 1 in-
cludes a key generation unit 11, a key management unit
12, a permission request unit 13, a content use unit 14,
a blockchain control unit 15, and a blockchain 16.
[0021] The key generation unit 11 generates two key
pairs, each including an encryption key and a decryption
key, using a public-key encryption algorithm. Specifically,
the key generation unit 11 generates a first key pair for
an electronic signature including a secret encryption key
and a public decryption key and a second key pair in-
cluding a secret decryption key and a public encryption
key. The second key pair is a public decryption key and
a secret decryption key which are used for changing per-
mission information received from the right-holder termi-
nal 2 into a format readable only by the user terminal 1
(user) . An example of a usable public-key encryption
algorithm is, but not limited to, RSA encryption.
[0022] The key management unit 12 is a storage unit

that stores therein the first key pair and the second key
pair generated by the key generation unit 11, and man-
ages these key pairs securely.
[0023] The permission request unit 13 transmits a per-
mission request including the public encryption key of
the second key pair after electronically signing the per-
mission request with the secret encryption key of the first
key pair. Specifically, the permission request unit 13 gen-
erates a permission request for a content using the first
key pair and the second key pair stored in the key man-
agement unit 12 and information on digital virtual curren-
cy held in itself, and transmits the permission request by
broadcasting the permission request to the entire net-
work.
[0024] The permission request unit 13 may acquire the
information on digital virtual currency from the blockchain
16 held in itself via the blockchain control unit 15, or may
acquire information on digital virtual currency held in a
storage unit (not shown) such as memory.
[0025] The content use unit 14 acquires a content de-
cryption key from permission information transmitted
from the right-holder terminal 2 by using the secret de-
cryption key of the second key pair, and uses the content
by using the content decryption key. Note that it is as-
sumed here that the content is encrypted, and an exam-
ple of a usable encryption method and algorithm is, but
not limited to, AES encryption of common-key cryptog-
raphy.
[0026] Specifically, when permission information is is-
sued by the right-holder terminal 2 by broadcasting and
is stored in the blockchain 16, the content use unit 14
acquires the permission information via the blockchain
control unit 15. The content use unit 14 then decrypts an
encrypted content decryption key by using the secret de-
cryption key of the second key pair stored in the key man-
agement unit 12. The content use unit 14 then uses the
decrypted content decryption key to decrypt encrypted
content acquired beforehand, and thereby makes the
content usable. Use of content herein may mean, for ex-
ample, playing back a content or editing a content, and
a content may be used appropriately in a utilization man-
ner suitable for the content.
[0027] The blockchain control unit 15 transmits and re-
ceives a permission request transmitted by the permis-
sion request unit 13 and permission information trans-
mitted by the right-holder terminal 2 via the blockchain.
Specifically, as in the case of digital virtual currency, the
blockchain control unit 15 maintains the system of the
blockchain in cooperation with other terminals in an au-
tonomous distributed manner. These other terminals are
terminals having a blockchain control unit and the block-
chain. Although Fig. 1 illustrates only the user terminal 1
and the right-holder terminal 2 by way of example, a plu-
rality of other terminals each having the blockchain con-
trol unit and the blockchain exist in the network.
[0028] The blockchain 16 stores therein the latest
blockchain in almost real time by loosely synchronizing
with all the other terminals having the blockchain via the
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blockchain control unit 15. When a block (pieces of in-
formation, such as transactional information like a per-
mission request and permission information, bundled at
certain time intervals) which is newer than the latest block
in the blockchain stored in the blockchain 16 is acquired
via the blockchain control unit 15, the blockchain is up-
dated after verification is made as to whether the new
block is qualified to be added to the current blockchain.
[0029] Next, the configuration of the right-holder termi-
nal 2 is described. The right-holder terminal 2 shown in-
cludes a key management unit 2i, a permission issuance
unit 22, a permission verification unit 23, a blockchain
control unit 24, and a blockchain 25. Being the same as
those of the user terminal 1, the blockchain control unit
24 and the blockchain 25 are not described.
[0030] The key management unit 21 is a storage unit
that stores therein a third key pair for an electronic sig-
nature including a secret encryption key and a public de-
cryption key, and a content decryption key for decryption
of a content. The key management unit 21 manages
these keys securely.
[0031] The permission verification unit 23 verifies
whether a permission request received from the user ter-
minal 1 satisfies a permission condition for the content
concerned. Specifically, the permission verification unit
23 verifies whether the permission request transmitted
from the user terminal 1 and stored in the blockchain 25
matches a predetermined condition determined by the
right-holder terminal 2 beforehand, and determines
whether to issue a permission.
[0032] When the permission request satisfies a per-
mission condition, the permission issuance unit 22 en-
crypts a content decryption key by using the public en-
cryption key of the second key pair included in the per-
mission request, and transmits permission information
including the encrypted content decryption key after elec-
tronically signing the permission information with the se-
cret encryption key of the third key pair. In other words,
when the permission verification unit 23 approves issu-
ance of a permission, the permission issuance unit 22
issues permission information by using the right-holder’s
third key pair for an electronic signature and the content
decryption key acquired from the key management unit
21 and by broadcasting the permission information to the
entire network.
[0033] Now, a description is given of why, in the per-
mission information management system illustrated in
Fig. 1, the user terminal 1 includes the key generation
unit 11, and the right-holder terminal 2 includes no key
generation unit. In a situation of requesting a permission
to use a content, users usually request for use of all dif-
ferent kinds of contents, and therefore it is desirable to
use a different key pair for each request to increase se-
curity. On the other hand, as for the right-holder’s end
giving a permission for a content, it is important that the
user knows that the right holder is the owner of the con-
tent, i.e., uniqueness. Thus, in terms of uniqueness, it is
irrational to use a different electronic-signature key pair

each time.
[0034] In view of the above points, it is deemed suffi-
cient if the key management unit 21 of the right-holder
terminal 2 securely manages the pre-generated third key
pair for an electronic signature and the content decryption
key for a content which circulates in an encrypted form.
It is naturally possible that the right holder owns a plurality
of contents. In such a case, the key management unit 21
manages keys using, for example, a table in which con-
tent IDs and corresponding content decryption keys are
associated with each other.
[0035] Each of the user terminal 1 and the right-holder
terminal 2 described above may be implemented using,
for example, a general-purpose computer system includ-
ing a CPU, memory, an external storage device such as
a hard disk, an input device, and an output device. In this
computer system, the functions of each device are im-
plemented when the CPU executes predetermined pro-
grams loaded onto the memory. For example, the func-
tions of the user terminal 1 are implemented when the
CPU of the user terminal 1 executes programs for the
user terminal 1, and the functions of the right-holder ter-
minal 2 are implemented when the CPU of the right-hold-
er terminal 2 executes programs for the right-holder ter-
minal 2. The programs for the user terminal 1 and the
programs for the right-holder terminal 2 may be stored
in a computer-readable recording medium such as a hard
disk, a flexible disk, a CD-ROM, an MO, or a DVD-ROM,
or may be distributed over the network.
[0036] Next, the operation of the permission informa-
tion management system of the present embodiment is
described.
[0037] Fig. 2 is a sequence diagram illustrating the op-
eration of the permission information management sys-
tem of the present embodiment.
[0038] First, the permission request unit 13 of the user
terminal 1 generates and issues a permission request
requesting for a permission to use a content (S11). Spe-
cifically, the permission request unit 13 transmits the per-
mission request to all the terminals, including the right-
holder terminal 2, by broadcasting the permission re-
quest to the network using the blockchain control unit 15.
[0039] Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
permission request. The permission request shown con-
tains information forming a transaction of digital virtual
currency of Non-patent document 1, i.e., (1) the public
decryption key of a right holder (receiver of currency) (the
public decryption key of the third key pair), (2) the hash
value of the previous transaction, and (3) digital virtual
currency paid. The permission request shown further
contains (4) the ID of a content for which a permission is
being requested and (5) the public encryption key of the
requesting user.

(1) The public decryption key of the right holder is
made publicly available on the network beforehand
as the destination of a permission request for a con-
tent as a permission target. (4) The content ID is also
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made publicly available on the network beforehand
in association with (1) the public decryption key of
the right holder. The permission request unit 13 ac-
quires, using the blockchain control unit 15, (1) the
public decryption key of the right holder and (4) the
content ID which are publicly available on the net-
work, and sets them in the permission request.
(2) The hash value of the previous transaction is a
hash value indicating the content of the (immediate-
ly) previous transaction and assuring that the digital
virtual currency to be paid really belongs to the payer
(the user in this case) . The permission request unit
13 acquires, using the blockchain control unit 15, the
hash value of the previous transaction from the
blockchain 16 held in itself, and sets the hash value
in the permission request.
(5) The public encryption key of the requesting user
is the public encryption key of the second key pair
stored in the key management unit 12. The right-
holder terminal 2 uses this encryption key to encrypt
a content decryption key. The permission request
unit 13 acquires the public encryption key of the sec-
ond key pair from the key management unit 12 and
sets this public encryption key in the permission re-
quest.

[0040] Also, the permission request shown is given an
electronical signature of the user. Specifically, the per-
mission request unit 13 generates a hash value of the
data containing (1) to (5) described above. The permis-
sion request unit 13 then encrypts the hash value by using
the secret encryption key of the first key pair stored in
the key management unit 12 and thereby gives an elec-
tronic signature.
[0041] Next, as in the mechanism of the operation of
the blockchain in digital virtual currency, the permission
request transmitted in S11 is bundled into a single block
together with transactional information such as other per-
mission requests issued within a predetermined period
of time, and this block is added to the blockchain after
being subjected to nonce mining (S12). It is thereby con-
firmed (approved) that the user terminal 1 has issued the
permission request to the right-holder terminal 2 (S13).
Note that S12 and S13 are processing performed by the
blockchain control unit of any terminal which succeeds
at nonce mining the fastest among all the terminals in-
cluding the blockchain control unit.
[0042] By loose synchronization among the terminals,
the block containing this permission request is reflected
in the blockchains in all the terminals, including the right-
holder terminal 2 (S14). Specifically, the blockchain con-
trol unit of every terminal adds the block containing the
permission request to the blockchain held in itself.
[0043] In the right-holder terminal 2, when the block
containing the permission request directed thereto is
added to the blockchain 25 after the blockchain synchro-
nization in S14, the permission verification unit 23 verifies
the electronic signature on the permission request by us-

ing the public decryption key of the user (the public de-
cryption key of the first key pair). Note that the permission
verification unit 23 acquires, using the blockchain control
unit 24, the public decryption key of the user publicly
available on the network.
[0044] After successfully verifying the electronic sig-
nature, the permission verification unit 23 determines
whether to issue a permission for use of its content (S15) .
In other words, the permission verification unit 23 verifies
whether the permission request received from the user
terminal 1 satisfies a permission condition for the content.
[0045] Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
the determination processing in S15 performed by the
permission verification unit 23. The permission verifica-
tion unit 23 determines whether the price for the content
is properly paid by the amount of digital virtual currency
in the permission request, i.e., satisfies a predetermined
condition or not (S31) . Specifically, the permission ver-
ification unit 23 determines whether to issue a permission
based on whether the amount predetermined as the price
for the content is paid in the permission request.
[0046] If the amount is proper (or satisfies the permis-
sion condition), the permission verification unit 23 notifies
the permission issuance unit 22 that permission informa-
tion is to be issued (S32). If the amount is not proper, the
permission verification unit 23 ends the processing. Al-
ternatively, if the amount is not proper (or does not satisfy
the permission condition), the permission verification unit
23 may notify the permission issuance unit 22 that per-
mission information is not to be issued.
[0047] In addition, after checking the price for the con-
tent but before notifying the permission issuance unit 22
whether permission information can or cannot be issued,
the permission verification unit 23 may use a pre-created
blacklist or whitelist to determine whether to issue a per-
mission based the user’s credibility.
[0048] Once the permission verification unit 23 deter-
mines that the permission information is to be issued, the
permission issuance unit 22 generates and issues per-
mission information (S16). Specifically, the permission
issuance unit 22 transmits the permission information to
all the terminals including the user terminal 1 by broad-
casting the permission information to the network using
the blockchain control unit 24.
[0049] Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of
permission information. The permission information
shown contains (1) the public decryption key of the user
(the public decryption key of the first key pair), (2) the
hash value of the permission request, (3) the ID of the
content for which a permission is to be issued, and (4) a
content decryption key encrypted with the public encryp-
tion key of the user.

(1) The public decryption key of the user identifies
the party to issue a permission to, and is made pub-
licly available on the network beforehand as the des-
tination of permission information. The permission
issuance unit 22 acquires, using the blockchain con-
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trol unit 24, the public decryption key of the user pub-
licly available on the network, and sets this public
decryption key in the permission information.
(2) The hash value of the permission request iden-
tifies the permission request for which the permission
information is issued. The permission issuance unit
22 acquires the hash value included in the permis-
sion request and sets the hash value in the permis-
sion information. Similarly, the permission issuance
unit 22 acquires the content ID included in the per-
mission request and sets the ID in the permission
information as (3) the ID of the content for which a
permission is issued.

[0050] As to (4) the content decryption key, the per-
mission issuance unit 22 acquires a content decryption
key from the key management unit 21. The permission
issuance unit 22 then encrypts the acquired content de-
cryption key by using the public encryption key of the
requesting user (the public encryption key of the second
key pair) included in the permission request, and sets
the encrypted content decryption key in the permission
information.
[0051] Also, the permission information shown is given
an electronical signature of the right holder. Specifically,
the permission issuance unit 22 generates a hash value
of the data containing (1) to (4) described above. The
permission issuance unit 22 then encrypts the hash value
by using the secret encryption key of the third key pair
stored in the key management unit 21 and thereby gives
an electronic signature.
[0052] Next, by processing similar to S12 to S14, the
permission information transmitted in S16 is added to the
blockchain (S17), and it is thereby confirmed (approved)
that the right-holder terminal 2 has granted the user ter-
minal 1 a permission to use the content (S18). Then, by
loose synchronization among the terminals, the block
containing this permission information is reflected in the
blockchain in every terminal, including the user terminal
1 (S19). Specifically, the blockchain control unit of every
terminal adds the block containing the permission infor-
mation to the blockchain held in itself.
[0053] In the user terminal 1, when the block containing
the permission information directed thereto is added to
the blockchain 16 after the blockchain synchronization
in S19, the content use unit 14 verifies the electronic sig-
nature on the permission information by using the public
decryption key of the right holder (the public decryption
key of the third key pair) . Note that the content use unit
14 acquires, using the blockchain control unit 15, the pub-
lic decryption key of the right holder publicly available on
the network.
[0054] After successfully verifying the electronic sig-
nature, the content use unit 14 acquires the encrypted
content decryption key from the permission information
acquired via the blockchain control unit 15. The content
use unit 14 then decrypts the encrypted content decryp-
tion key by using the secret decryption key of the second

key pair stored in the key management unit 12. The con-
tent use unit 14 then decrypts the encrypted content by
using the decrypted content decryption key and uses the
content (S20).
[0055] It is assumed herein that the user terminal 1 has
the encrypted content stored in a storage unit (not
shown). In other words, the right-holder terminal 2 en-
crypts a content and transmits the content to the user
terminal 1 beforehand by file transfer or the like. Note
that even if the user terminal 1 acquires an encrypted
content beforehand, the user terminal 1 cannot decrypt
the content without permission information (a content de-
cryption key), and thus cannot use the content.
[0056] In the embodiment described above, the user
terminal 1 generates the first key pair for an electronic
signature including the secret encryption key and the
public decryption key, and the second key pair including
the secret decryption key and the public encryption key.
The user terminal 1 transmits a permission request in-
cluding the public encryption key of the second key pair
after electronically signing the permission request with
the secret encryption key of the first key pair. The user
terminal 1 acquires a content decryption key from per-
mission information transmitted from a right-holder ter-
minal by using the secret decryption key of the second
key pair and uses the content by using the content de-
cryption key. The right-holder terminal 2 includes a key
management unit that stores therein the third key pair for
an electronic signature including the secret encryption
key and the public decryption key and the content de-
cryption key for decryption of the content. The right-hold-
er terminal 2 verifies whether the permission request from
the user terminal satisfies a permission condition for the
content, and when the permission request satisfies the
permission condition, encrypts the content decryption
key by using the public encryption key of the second key
pair included in the permission request, and transmits
permission information including the encrypted content
decryption key after electronically signing the permission
information with the secret encryption key of the third key
pair. The permission request and the permission infor-
mation are transmitted and received between the user
terminal 1 and the right-holder terminal 2 via the block-
chain.
[0057] In this manner, in the present embodiment, a
content itself is not included in the blockchain, but the
blockchain is used for transmission and reception of per-
mission information (content decryption key) for decryp-
tion of an encrypted content.
[0058] Regarding the permission information transmit-
ted by the user terminal 1, the user electronically signs
the permission request to ensure, by means of the elec-
tronic signature, that the permission request is really is-
sued by the user. Regarding the exchange of the per-
mission information, on the other hand, a content decryp-
tion key for an encrypted content needs to be exchanged
in a form understandable only by the involved parties:
the right holder and the user. Thus, not only the first key
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pair for an electronic signature, but also the second key
pair is needed additionally. More specifically, the user
hoping to use a content needs not only the secret en-
cryption key and the public decryption key (the first key
pair) for an electronic signature, but also a secret decryp-
tion key and a public encryption key (the second key pair)
for receiving the permission information. The present em-
bodiment uses these two key pairs to implement the
mechanism of managing content permission information
by applying the blockchain.
[0059] In other words, the present embodiment can ap-
ply the blockchain used in transactions of digital virtual
currency to content permission management. Specifical-
ly, by extension of the blockchain, permission information
can be exchanged with credibility assured between the
right holder of a content and a user of the content, without
needing the centralized management mechanism like
the one performed by the conventional DRM (Digital
Rights Management) system.
[0060] Note that the present invention is not limited to
the embodiment described above, and can be changed
variously without departing from the gist thereof. For ex-
ample, the above embodiment illustrates the mechanism
for exchanging permission information with credibility as-
sured, not by having a centralized management mecha-
nism, but by utilizing the blockchain. However, irrespec-
tive of existence of the blockchain, the mechanism for
exchange of permission information using two key pairs
can be used as a mechanism for secure exchange of a
content decryption key on an unreliable communication
channel.

EXPLANATION OF THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0061]

1 user terminal
11 key generation unit
12 key management unit
13 permission request unit
14 content use unit
15 blockchain control unit
16 blockchain
2 right-holder terminal
21 key management unit
22 permission issuance unit
23 permission verification unit
24 blockchain control unit
25 blockchain

Claims

1. A permission information management system com-
prising a user terminal of a user of a content and a
right-holder terminal of a right holder of the content,
wherein
the user terminal comprises:

a key generation unit that generates a first key
pair for an electronic signature including a secret
encryption key and a public decryption key and
a second key pair including a secret decryption
key and a public encryption key;
a permission request unit that transmits a per-
mission request including the public encryption
key of the second key pair after electronically
signing the permission request with the secret
encryption key of the first key pair; and
a content use unit that acquires, from permission
information transmitted from the right-holder ter-
minal, a content decryption key by using the se-
cret decryption key of the second key pair, and
uses the content by using the content decryption
key,

the right-holder terminal comprises:

a key management unit that stores therein a third
key pair for an electronic signature including a
secret encryption key and a public decryption
key, and the content decryption key for decryp-
tion of the content;
a permission verification unit that verifies wheth-
er the permission request received from the user
terminal satisfies a permission condition for the
content; and
a permission issuance unit that, when the per-
mission request satisfies the permission condi-
tion, encrypts the content decryption key by us-
ing the public encryption key of the second key
pair included in the permission request and
transmits the permission information including
the encrypted content decryption key after elec-
tronically signing the permission information
with the secret encryption key of the third key
pair, and
the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a
blockchain.

2. The permission information management system
according to claim 1, wherein
the permission verification unit determines whether
a price for the content is properly paid by an amount
of digital virtual currency included in the blockchain
to which the permission request has been added.

3. The permission information management system
according to claim 1, wherein
the user terminal comprises a first blockchain control
unit that transmits the permission request to the right-
holder terminal by broadcasting the permission re-
quest to a network, and
the right-holder terminal comprises a second block-
chain control unit that transmits the permission in-
formation to the user terminal by broadcasting the
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permission information to the network.

4. A user terminal of a user of a content, comprising:

a key generation unit that generates a first key
pair for an electronic signature including a secret
encryption key and a public decryption key and
a second key pair including a secret decryption
key and a public encryption key;
a permission request unit that transmits a per-
mission request including the public encryption
key of the second key pair to a right-holder ter-
minal of a right holder of the content after elec-
tronically signing the permission request with
the secret encryption key of the first key pair; and
a content use unit that acquires, from permission
information received from the right-holder termi-
nal, a content decryption key by using the secret
decryption key of the second key pair, and uses
the content by using the content decryption key,
wherein
the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a
blockchain.

5. A right-holder terminal of a right holder of a content,
comprising:

a key management unit that stores therein a key
pair for an electronic signature including a secret
encryption key and a public decryption key and
the content decryption key for decryption of the
content;
a permission verification unit that verifies wheth-
er a permission request received from a user
terminal of a user of the content satisfies a per-
mission condition for the content; and
a permission issuance unit that, when the per-
mission request satisfies the permission condi-
tion, encrypts the content decryption key by us-
ing a public encryption key included in the per-
mission request, and transmits permission infor-
mation including the encrypted content decryp-
tion key to the user terminal after electronically
signing the permission information with the se-
cret encryption key of the key pair, wherein
the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a
blockchain.

6. A permission information management method per-
formed by a permission information management
system including a user terminal of a user of a con-
tent and a right-holder terminal of a right holder of
the content, the method comprising:

causing the user terminal to

generate a first key pair for an electronic
signature including a secret encryption key
and a public decryption key and a second
key pair including a secret decryption key
and a public encryption key,
transmit a permission request including the
public encryption key of the second key pair
after electronically signing the permission
request with the secret encryption key of the
first key pair, and
acquire, from permission information trans-
mitted from the right-holder terminal, a con-
tent decryption key by using the secret de-
cryption key of the second key pair, and use
the content by using the content decryption
key; and

causing the right-holder terminal, which com-
prises a key management unit that stores therein
a third key pair for an electronic signature includ-
ing a secret encryption key and a public decryp-
tion key and the content decryption key for de-
cryption of the content, to

verify whether the permission request re-
ceived from the user terminal satisfies a per-
mission condition for the content, and
when the permission request satisfies the
permission condition, encrypt the content
decryption key by using the public encryp-
tion key of the second key pair included in
the permission request and transmit the
permission information including the en-
crypted content decryption key after elec-
tronically signing the permission informa-
tion with the secret encryption key of the
third key pair, wherein

the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a
blockchain.

7. A permission information management method per-
formed by a user terminal of a user of a content,
comprising
generating a first key pair for an electronic signature
including a secret encryption key and a public de-
cryption key and a second key pair including a secret
decryption key and a public encryption key;
transmitting a permission request including the pub-
lic encryption key of the second key pair to a right-
holder terminal of a right holder of the content after
electronically signing the permission request with the
secret encryption key of the first key pair; and
acquiring, from permission information received
from the right-holder terminal, a content decryption
key by using the secret decryption key of the second
key pair, and using the content by using the content
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decryption key, wherein
the permission request and the permission informa-
tion are transmitted and received via a blockchain.

8. A permission information management method per-
formed by a right-holder terminal of a right holder of
a content, the right-holder terminal comprising a key
management unit that stores therein a key pair for
an electronic signature including a secret encryption
key and a public decryption key and a content de-
cryption key for decryption of the content, the method
comprising:

verifying whether a permission request received
from a user terminal of a user of the content sat-
isfies a permission condition for the content; and
when the permission request satisfies the per-
mission condition, encrypting the content de-
cryption key by using a public encryption key
included in the permission request and transmit-
ting permission information including the en-
crypted content decryption key after electroni-
cally signing the permission information with the
secret encryption key of the key pair, wherein
the permission request and the permission in-
formation are transmitted and received via a
blockchain.

9. A permission information management program that
causes a computer to function as the user terminal
according to claim 4.

10. A permission information management program that
causes a computer to function as the right-holder
terminal according to claim 5.
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