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(54) SCHEDULING DEVICE AND METHOD

(57) A convergence pattern selection unit (10A) se-
quentially generates a plurality of different patterns based
on designated initial conditions, selects, as a conver-
gence pattern, a pattern in which evaluation value has
converged to an extreme value, and repeatedly executes
selection of the convergence pattern by changing the in-
itial conditions every time the convergence pattern is se-
lected. A transmission pattern determination unit (10B)
selects, as an optimum transmission pattern, one of the
convergence patterns obtained by the convergence pat-
tern selection unit (10A), which has the highest evalua-
tion value. This allows searches for an optimum trans-
mission pattern having a better evaluation value.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a radio network
control technique and more particularly to a scheduling
technique for allocating the radio resources of a radio
network by designating the operation contents (transmis-
sion state) of each transmission point in the radio net-
work.

Background Art

[0002] In the field of radio networks, high-density ar-
rangement of small cells to accommodate rapidly in-
creasing mobile traffic has been investigated. Small cells
have a smaller cell radius as compared to a macro cell,
and operate with lower transmission power from a base
station (transmission point: TP). Thus, the number of mo-
bile terminals (User Equipments: UEs) sharing the same
frequency within the cell can be reduced, and a per-ter-
minal throughput can be improved.
[0003] However, high-density arrangement of small
cells prompt greater interference power from an adjacent
cell. For example, a case in which a plurality of TPs si-
multaneously transmits data to different UEs using the
same frequency band is considered. In this case, for each
UE, transmission signals from TPs other than a TP that
transmits the data destined for the UE cause interference
power to a desired reception signal, thereby rather de-
creasing the throughput.
[0004] To solve this problem, a next-generation radio
communication interface such as LTE (Long Term Evo-
lution)/LTE-A adopts CoMP (Coordinated Multi-Point
transmission/reception) scheduling to suppress interfer-
ence power between cells within the same frequency
band (non-patent literature 1). CoMP scheduling sched-
ules TP operation contents (transmission destination
UE/transmission stop) within the same frequency band.
[0005] More specifically, a plurality of transmission
point-user equipment combination patterns are evaluat-
ed using a predetermined evaluation function, and a pat-
tern having a highest evaluation value is searched for,
and is selected/output as an optimum transmission pat-
tern.
[0006] In examples of a combination pattern shown in
Fig. 14, for example, in pattern #1, UE0, UE5, UE8,... are
assigned as transmission destinations of TP1, TP2,
TP3,... When no transmission destination is assigned
and a transmission stop is set, "Blank" is written, like TP3
of pattern #2.
[0007] In addition, the predetermined evaluation func-
tion indicates the sum of TP-specific lower evaluation
values calculated based on external evaluation informa-
tion that is input externally, and each lower evaluation
value is a value obtained by dividing the instantaneous
throughput of the transmission destination UE of the cor-
responding TP by an average throughput based on a

proportional-fairness method (non-patent literature 2).
The external evaluation information at this time repre-
sents, for example, the average throughput of each UE,
the untransmitted data amount of each UE, and the TP-
specific channel quality state of each UE. The channel
quality state is indicated by, for example, CQI (Channel
Quality Indicator) fed back from the UE (non-patent liter-
atures 3 and 4).
[0008] To efficiently search for a combination pattern
having the highest evaluation value, a method that ap-
plies a hill-climbing method to CoMP scheduling can be
considered. The hill-climbing method is a search algo-
rithm of repeating a small correction as many times as
possible to obtain a desired pattern having the highest
evaluation value. In this search, a small correction is a
correction of the transmission destination of one of the
TPs of the combination pattern to improve the evaluation
value.
[0009] As shown in Fig. 15, a scheduling apparatus 50
includes a pattern generation unit 51 for generating trans-
mission point-user equipment combination patterns, a
pattern evaluation unit 52 for calculating the evaluation
value of each of the generated patterns using an evalu-
ation function, a transmission pattern selection unit 53
for holding the pattern having the highest evaluation val-
ue among the generated patterns, and an end determi-
nation unit 54 for detecting that the upper limit of an eval-
uation count is reached, and externally outputting, as an
optimum transmission pattern, the pattern having the
highest evaluation value among the generated patterns.
The functions of the respective units will be described in
detail below.

<Pattern Generation Unit>

[0010] The pattern generation unit 51 changes the
transmission destination of only one of the TPs of the
transmission pattern input from a transmission pattern
selection unit (to be described later), and then outputs
the changed pattern.
[0011] As shown in Fig. 16, upon receiving a start in-
struction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
50, the pattern generation unit 51 performs an initializa-
tion process. In this initialization process, the selected
flags of all the TPs are cleared to 0, the presence/ab-
sence of trial of each of the transmission destinations of
all the TPs is cleared, and the transmission destinations
of all the TPs in the internally held pattern are rewritten
to indicate a transmission stop (Blank).
[0012] After the initialization process, a single TP
(S_TP) in which the transmission destination is to be
changed is randomly selected. Note that the TP to be
selected is a TP with the selected flag "0". Next, the trans-
mission destination of S_TP in the internally held pattern
is changed. This transmission destination is a UE in which
presence/absence of trial of the transmission destination
indicates "absence" in the transmission destination UE
list of S_TP among TP-specific transmission destination
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UE lists input from the outside of the scheduling appara-
tus 50. Along with the change processing, the pres-
ence/absence of trial of the transmission destination is
updated to the status of "presence". When the pres-
ence/absence of trial of each of all the UEs of the trans-
mission destination UE list of S_TP indicates "presence",
another TP is reselected as S_TP, and the same trans-
mission destination change process is performed. The
internally held pattern that has been changed is output
from the pattern generation unit 51. After the pattern gen-
eration processing, the pattern generation unit 51 waits
for an input from the transmission pattern selection unit
53. Upon detecting the input, the input transmission pat-
tern is set as the internally held pattern, and the same
change process is performed.

<Pattern Evaluation Unit>

[0013] The pattern evaluation unit 52 calculates, using
the evaluation function, the evaluation value of the pat-
tern input from the pattern generation unit 51. The cal-
culated evaluation value and the evaluated pattern are
output to the transmission pattern selection unit 53.

<Transmission Pattern Selection Unit>

[0014] The transmission pattern selection unit 53 se-
lects/outputs, as a transmission pattern, the pattern hav-
ing the highest evaluation value among the generated
evaluated patterns.
[0015] As shown in Fig. 17, upon receiving a start in-
struction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
50, the transmission pattern selection unit 53 performs
an initialization process. In this initialization process, an
internally held evaluation value is set to 0, and the trans-
mission destinations of all the TPs of the internally held
pattern are rewritten to indicate a transmission stop
(Blank).
[0016] After the initialization process, when the evalu-
ated pattern is input from the pattern evaluation unit 52,
it is confirmed whether the evaluation value that is input
together with the evaluated pattern exceeds the internally
held evaluation value. When the input evaluation value
exceeds the internally held evaluation value, which indi-
cates that the input evaluated pattern is better, and thus
the internally held pattern and internally held evaluation
value are updated to the evaluated pattern and evalua-
tion value; otherwise, the internally held pattern and in-
ternally held evaluation value are maintained. After the
update process, the transmission pattern selection unit
53 outputs the internally held pattern and internally held
evaluation value to the end determination unit 54.

<End Determination Unit>

[0017] The end determination unit 54 counts the eval-
uation count of the evaluated patterns. When the count
value reaches the upper limit (end condition) of the eval-

uation count input from the outside of the scheduling ap-
paratus 50, the end determination unit 54 determines the
end of the search, sets the end flag to 1, and outputs, as
an optimum transmission pattern (scheduling result), the
transmission pattern output from the transmission pat-
tern selection unit 53 at this time. Note that the end flag
and the count value of the evaluation count are initialized
to 0 every time a start instruction is received.
[0018] By using the scheduling apparatus 50, a trans-
mission pattern output from the transmission pattern se-
lection unit 53 has an evaluation value which is continu-
ously and monotonously improved as the evaluation is
repeated, as shown in Fig. 18. By this, the transmission
pattern can converge to a pattern that has a high evalu-
ation value after a sufficient numbers of evaluations are
repeated.
[0019] The scheduling apparatus 50 selects a trans-
mission pattern corresponding to the thus obtained con-
vergence value, and outputs it as a scheduling result.
[0020] In this arrangement example, however, when
selecting a transmission pattern from generated pat-
terns, the hill-climbing method is used as a search algo-
rithm to search for an extreme value of the evaluation
values of the patterns. Therefore, even if the conver-
gence value is not the maximum value but a relatively
low extreme value, the initially found extreme value is
unfavorably selected as a final convergence value, there-
by ending the subsequent search. Accordingly, there is
a problem that a pattern corresponding to the relatively
low convergence value is selected as an optimum trans-
mission pattern, that is, a scheduling result.

Related Art Literature

Non-Patent Literature

[0021]

Non-Patent Literature 1: Taoka, et al., "MIMO and
inter-cell cooperative transmission and reception
technology in LTE-Advanced", NTT DOCOMO
Technical Journal, Vol. 18, No. 2, Jul. 2010
Non-Patent Literature 2: Tolga Giri, et al., "Propor-
tional Fair Scheduling Algorithm in OFDMA-Based
Wireless Systems with QoS Constraints", JOURNAL
OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NETWORKS, Vol.
12, No. 1, FEBRUARY 2010
Non-Patent Literature 3: Sandy Fraser, "LTE Chan-
nel State Information (CSI)", http://www.key-
sight.com/upload/cmc_upload/All/31May2012_
LTE.pdf?&cc=JP&lc=jpn
Non-Patent Literature4: 3GPP, TS 36.213 (V.8.2.0)

Disclosure of Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0022] The present invention has been made in view
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of the above-described problem, and an object of the
present invention is to provide a scheduling technique
capable of searching an optimum transmission pattern
that has a higher evaluation value.

Means of Solution to the Problem

[0023] In order to achieve the object of the present in-
vention, there is provided a scheduling apparatus that
generates a plurality of patterns each indicating combi-
nations of a plurality of transmission points forming a ra-
dio network system and user equipments for performing
radio communication with the transmission points, and
the scheduling apparatus that selects an optimum trans-
mission pattern indicating optimum combinations of
transmission points and user equipments based on eval-
uation values of the patterns by a predetermined search
algorithm, the apparatus comprising a convergence pat-
tern selection unit configured to generate sequentially a
plurality of different patterns based on designated initial
conditions, to select, as a convergence pattern, the pat-
tern in which evaluation value has converged to an ex-
treme value, and repeatedly execute selection of the con-
vergence pattern by changing the initial conditions every
time the convergence pattern is selected, and a trans-
mission pattern determination unit configured to select,
as the optimum transmission pattern, one of the conver-
gence patterns with the highest evaluation value ob-
tained by the convergence pattern selection unit.
[0024] There is also provided a scheduling method of
generating a plurality of patterns each indicating combi-
nations of a plurality of transmission points forming a ra-
dio network system and user equipments for performing
radio communication with the transmission points, and
selecting an optimum transmission pattern indicating op-
timum combinations of transmission points and user
equipments based on evaluation values of the patterns
by a predetermined search algorithm, the method com-
prising a convergence pattern selection step of sequen-
tially generating a plurality of different patterns based on
designated initial conditions, selecting, as a convergence
pattern, the pattern in which evaluation value has con-
verged to an extreme value, and repeatedly executing
selection of the convergence pattern by changing the in-
itial conditions every time the convergence pattern is se-
lected, and a transmission pattern determination step of
selecting, as the optimum transmission pattern, one of
the convergence patterns with the highest evaluation val-
ue obtained in the convergence pattern selection step.

Effect of the Invention

[0025] According to the present invention, every time
a pattern in which an evaluation value has converged to
an extreme value is selected as a convergence pattern,
a convergence pattern selection is repeatedly executed
for a plurality of times by changing initial conditions that
are used to generate a pattern, thereby selecting one of

the obtained convergence patterns which has the highest
evaluation value as an optimum transmission pattern.
Therefore, as compared to a case in which an initially
found extreme value is selected as a final convergence
value, and ending the subsequent search, it is possible
to select a pattern having a higher convergence value as
an optimum transmission pattern.
[0026] In a scheduling process, a scheduling period is
defined, and thus, there is an upper limit of an evaluation
count. So that it is necessary to appropriately distribute
the evaluation count in conducting each search. Accord-
ing to this embodiment, since a new search starts after
convergence is detected, it is possible to avoid a situation
in which the evaluation count is insufficient in conducting
one search, and executing a next search before reaching
a convergence. Furthermore, starting a new search after
detecting a convergence is equivalent to distributing a
necessary and sufficient evaluation count in each of the
searches, thereby making it possible to efficiently use
the limited evaluation count.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0027]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the arrangement
of a scheduling apparatus according to the first em-
bodiment;
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating pattern generation
processing according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating candidate pattern se-
lection processing according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating convergence deter-
mination processing according to the first embodi-
ment;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating transmission pattern
selection processing according to the first embodi-
ment;
Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing the arrangement
of a scheduling apparatus according to the second
embodiment;
Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating initial condition gen-
eration processing according to the second embod-
iment;
Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing the arrangement
of a scheduling apparatus according to the third em-
bodiment;
Fig. 9 is an explanatory view showing transition of a
pattern evaluation value;
Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating convergence deter-
mination processing according to the third embodi-
ment;
Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating the convergence
determination processing (continued) according to
the third embodiment;
Fig. 12 is timing chart for explaining the relationship
between the evaluation value and an elapsed time
according to the third embodiment;
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Fig. 13 is a block diagram showing the arrangement
of a scheduling apparatus according to the fourth
embodiment;
Fig. 14 is a table showing examples of a transmission
point-user equipment combination pattern;
Fig. 15 is a block diagram showing an example of
the arrangement of a scheduling apparatus;
Fig. 16 is a flowchart illustrating pattern generation
processing shown in Fig. 15;
Fig. 17 is a flowchart illustrating transmission pattern
selection processing shown in Fig. 15; and
Fig. 18 is a graph showing transition of a pattern
evaluation value.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0028] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described next with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

[First Embodiment]

[0029] A scheduling apparatus 10 according to the first
embodiment of the present invention will be described
first with reference to Fig. 1.
[0030] This scheduling apparatus 10 is an apparatus
for allocating the radio resources of a radio network, and
has a function of executing CoMP scheduling for calcu-
lating an evaluation value for each of a plurality of trans-
mission point-user equipment combination patterns, and
selecting an optimum pattern based on the obtained eval-
uation values to suppress interference power between
cells within the same frequency band.
[0031] As shown in Fig. 1, the scheduling apparatus
10 according to this embodiment is provided with an initial
condition generation unit 11, a pattern generation unit
12, a pattern evaluation unit 13, a candidate pattern se-
lection unit 14, a convergence determination unit 15, a
transmission pattern selection unit 16, and an end deter-
mination unit 17 as main functional units. As compared
to the above-described arrangement shown in Fig. 15,
the initial condition generation unit 11, the candidate pat-
tern selection unit 14, and the convergence determina-
tion unit 15 are newly provided.
[0032] Among these functional units, the initial condi-
tion generation unit 11, the pattern generation unit 12,
the pattern evaluation unit 13, the candidate pattern se-
lection unit 14, and the convergence determination unit
15 form a convergence pattern selection unit 10A. That
is, the convergence pattern selection unit 10A has a func-
tion of sequentially generating a plurality of different pat-
terns based on designated initial conditions, and select-
ing, as a convergence pattern, a pattern in which an eval-
uation value has converged to an extreme value by ap-
plying the hill-climbing method as a search algorithm to
the generated patterns, and a function of repeatedly ex-
ecuting selection of the convergence pattern a plurality
of times by changing the initial conditions every time the

convergence pattern is selected.
[0033] Among the functional units, the transmission
pattern selection unit 16 and the end determination unit
17 form a transmission pattern determination unit 10B.
That is, the transmission pattern determination unit 10B
has a function of selecting, as an optimum transmission
pattern, one of the convergence patterns obtained by the
convergence pattern selection unit 10A, which has the
highest evaluation value.
[0034] In the present invention, a candidate pattern in-
dicates a pattern having an evaluation value higher than
that of a previous pattern in a search based on the same
initial conditions, and the convergence pattern indicates
a pattern obtained when the evaluation value converges
to the highest extreme value in a search based on the
same initial conditions. The convergence pattern is the
same as the candidate pattern before the evaluation val-
ue converges in the searches based on the same initial
conditions. A transmission pattern indicates a pattern
having an evaluation value higher than that of a previous
convergence pattern, among convergence patterns ob-
tained in searches based on different initial conditions.
The optimum transmission pattern indicates a transmis-
sion pattern obtained when an evaluation count for pat-
terns generated in each search reaches the upper limit.
[0035] The functions and processing operations of the
functional units of the scheduling apparatus 10 according
to this embodiment will be described in detail next.

<Initial Condition Generation Unit>

[0036] The initial condition generation unit 11 has a
function of generating and outputting an initial pattern
and a seed value to be used to generate a pattern in the
pattern generation unit 12.
[0037] More specifically, the initial condition genera-
tion unit 11 has, as a function associated with generation
of an initial pattern, a function of generating and output-
ting an initial pattern in which a transmission stop is set
for all transmission points, when outputting an initial pat-
tern first.
[0038] The initial condition generation unit 11 has, as
functions associated with generation of a seed value, a
function of generating and outputting a seed value to be
used to generate a pattern when outputting an initial pat-
tern for the first time, and a function of generating and
outputting a seed value having a unique value every time
the convergence determiner 15 detects a convergence.
Note that when performing the generating process at the
time the convergence is detected by the convergence
determination unit 15, in order to set initial conditions
different from those in the initial search, a unique value,
that is, a value which has not been generated from when
the search starts until the generating process is set as
the seed value.
[0039] In the initial condition generation unit 11, a tim-
ing of generating the initial pattern and seed value as the
initial conditions is immediately after a start instruction
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input from the outside of the scheduling apparatus 10 is
received, and when the convergence determination unit
15 detects a convergence. That is, when a convergence
flag as a signal indicating completion of convergence is
set to 1, only the seed value is changed.
[0040] Note that the present invention incorporates a
method of changing one or both of the initial pattern and
the seed value as a method of changing the initial con-
ditions when the convergence determination unit 15 de-
tects a convergence.
[0041] This embodiment will exemplify a case in which
a search is repeatedly executed by changing the seed
value when the convergence determination unit 15 de-
tects a convergence, and using the same initial pattern.
The second embodiment (to be described later) will ex-
emplify a case in which a search is repeatedly executed
by changing both the initial pattern and the seed value
when the convergence determination unit 15 detects con-
vergence.

<Pattern Generation Unit>

[0042] The pattern generation unit 12 has a function
of generating a plurality of different patterns based on
the initial pattern and seed value output from the initial
condition generation unit 11, and sequentially outputting
the generated patterns.
[0043] More specifically, the pattern generation unit 12
has, as functions associated with pattern generation, a
function of selecting, as a change target transmission
point, one of the transmission points of the initial pattern
output from the initial condition generation unit 11 at the
start of pattern generation, generating a pattern by
changing a user equipment as a transmission destination
only for the change target transmission point, and out-
putting the generated pattern, and a function of, every
time the convergence determination unit 15 outputs the
convergence pattern, selecting, as a change target point,
one of the transmission points of the convergence pat-
tern, generating a pattern by changing a user equipment
as a transmission destination only for the change target
transmission point, and outputting the generated pattern.
[0044] The pattern generation unit 12 has, as a function
of selecting a change target point, a function of selecting
the change target transmission point based on a random
number generated from the seed value output from the
initial condition generation unit 11.
[0045] The pattern generation unit 12 is basically the
same as that shown in Fig. 15 described above except
that the pattern generation unit 12 starts generation from
the initial pattern from the initial condition generation unit
11, and except that the pattern generation unit 12 returns
the state back to the initial state when the convergence
flag as a signal, that is input from the convergence de-
termination unit 15, shows 1 indicating completion of con-
vergence.
[0046] In a flowchart illustrating pattern generating
process shown in Fig. 2, upon receiving a start instruction

from the outside of the scheduling apparatus 10, the pat-
tern generation unit 12 initializes the process (step 100).
In this initialization process, the selected flags of all the
TPs are cleared to 0, and the presence/absence of trial
of each of the transmission destinations of all the TPs is
cleared.
[0047] Subsequently, the pattern generation unit 12 re-
ceives the initial conditions from the initial condition gen-
eration unit 11 (step 101), sets the received initial pattern
as an internally held pattern (step 102), and sets the re-
ceived seed value as a random number generation seed
value (step 103).
[0048] The pattern generation unit 12 confirms the se-
lected flags of all the TPs (step 104). When not all the
selected flags of the TPs are 1 (selected) (NO in step
104), one of the TPs is randomly selected as a change
target point S_TP based on a random number generated
from the seed value (step 106); otherwise (YES in step
104), all the selected flags of the TPs are cleared to 0,
and the presence/absence of trial of each of the trans-
mission destinations of all the TPs is cleared (step 105).
Then, the process advances to step 106.
[0049] The pattern generation unit 12 confirms the
presence/absence of trial of each of the transmission
destinations described in the transmission destination
UE list of S_TP among TP-specific transmission desti-
nation UE lists input from the outside of the scheduling
apparatus 50 (step 107). When all the transmission des-
tinations have been tried (YES in step 107), the selected
flag of S_TP is set to 1 (step 108), and the process returns
to step 106.
[0050] On the other hand, when not all the transmission
destinations have been tried (NO in step 107), the pattern
generation unit 12 randomly selects one of the UEs in
which presence/absence of trial of the transmission des-
tination indicates "absence" in the transmission destina-
tion UE list of S_TP, sets the selected UE as a new trans-
mission destination of S_TP of the internally held pattern,
and sets the presence/absence of trial of the selected
UE to "presence" (step 109). The pattern generation unit
12 sequentially generates a new pattern by changing
some of TP-UE combinations of the internally held pat-
tern, in this example, only a combination associated with
S_TP, and outputs the generated pattern to the pattern
evaluation unit 13 (step 110).
[0051] After that, the pattern generation unit 12 re-
ceives the convergence pattern and convergence flag
from the convergence determination unit 15 (step 111),
and confirms the convergence flag (step 112). When the
convergence flag = 1 and a convergence of the evalua-
tion value has been detected (YES in step 112), the proc-
ess returns to step 100 and new pattern generation based
on different initial conditions starts to perform a new
search by the hill-climbing method.
[0052] On the other hand, when the convergence flag
= 0 and no convergence of the evaluation value has been
detected (NO in step 112), the pattern generation unit 12
sets the received convergence pattern as the internally
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held pattern (step 113), and returns to step 104 to start
pattern generation based on the received convergence
pattern. This allows the search in progress to be contin-
uously performed by the hill-climbing method.

<Pattern Evaluation Unit>

[0053] The pattern evaluation unit 13 has a function of
sequentially calculating, every time the pattern genera-
tion unit 12 outputs a pattern, the evaluation value of the
pattern, and a function of outputting the evaluated pattern
and the calculated evaluation value to the candidate pat-
tern selection unit 14.
[0054] The pattern evaluation unit 13 is basically the
same as that shown in Fig. 15 described above.
[0055] The evaluation function indicates the sum of TP-
specific lower evaluation values calculated based on ex-
ternal evaluation information input from the outside of the
scheduling apparatus 10, and each lower evaluation val-
ue is a value obtained by dividing the instantaneous
throughput of the transmission destination UE of the cor-
responding TP by an average throughput based on a
proportional-fairness method (non-patent literature 2).
The external evaluation information at this time repre-
sents, for example, the average throughput of each UE,
the untransmitted data amount of each UE, and the TP-
specific channel quality state of each UE. The channel
quality state is indicated by, for example, CQI (Channel
Quality Indicator) fed back from the UE (non-patent liter-
atures 3 and 4).

<Candidate Pattern Selection Unit>

[0056] The candidate pattern selection unit 14 has a
function of comparing, every time the pattern generation
unit 12 outputs a pattern, the evaluation value of the pat-
tern with that of the candidate pattern, sequentially se-
lecting, as a new candidate pattern, the pattern having
the higher evaluation value, and sequentially outputting
the selected pattern.
[0057] The candidate pattern selection unit 14 is basi-
cally the same as that shown in Fig. 15 described above
except that the candidate pattern selection unit 14 returns
the selected state of the candidate pattern to the initial
state when the convergence flag output from the conver-
gence determination unit 15 is 1.
[0058] In a flowchart illustrating candidate pattern se-
lecting process shown in Fig. 3, upon receiving a start
instruction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
10, the candidate pattern selection unit 14 initializes the
process (step 120). In this initialization process, the in-
ternally held evaluation value is set to 0 and the trans-
mission destinations of all the TPs of the internally held
pattern are rewritten to indicate a transmission stop
(Blank).
[0059] The candidate pattern selection unit 14 receives
the evaluated pattern from the pattern evaluation unit 13
together with the evaluation value (step 121), and com-

pares the received evaluation value with the internally
held evaluation value (step 122). When the received eval-
uation value is equal to or smaller than the internally held
evaluation value (NO in step 122), the candidate pattern
selection unit 14 outputs the candidate pattern including
the internally held pattern and the evaluation value to the
convergence determination unit 15 (step 124).
[0060] On the other hand, when the received evalua-
tion value is larger than the internally held evaluation val-
ue (YES in step 122), the candidate pattern selection unit
14 sets the received evaluated pattern and evaluation
value as the internally held pattern and internally held
evaluation value (step 123), and advances to step 124.
[0061] After that, the candidate pattern selection unit
14 stands by until a convergence flag indicating a con-
vergence determination result output from the conver-
gence determination unit 15 is received in correspond-
ence with the output candidate pattern (step 125), and
confirms the received convergence flag (step 126). When
the convergence flag = 1 and a convergence of the eval-
uation value has been detected (YES in step 126), the
process returns to step 120 and evaluation of a new pat-
tern generated based on different initial conditions starts
to perform a new search by the hill-climbing method. Note
that the convergence flag may be confirmed after a pre-
determined time elapses since the candidate pattern is
output. The predetermined time is, for example, a time
required from when the convergence determination unit
15 executes convergence determination process corre-
sponding to the output candidate pattern until the candi-
date pattern selection unit 14 is notified of the result (con-
vergence flag).
[0062] On the other hand, when the convergence flag
= 0 and no convergence of the evaluation value has been
detected (NO in step 126), the candidate pattern selec-
tion unit 14 returns to step 104 to start pattern generation
based on the received convergence pattern. This allows
the search in progress to be continued by the hill-climbing
method.

<Convergence Determination Unit>

[0063] The convergence determination unit 15 has a
function of selecting, when it is detected that the evalu-
ation value of the candidate pattern output from the can-
didate pattern selection unit 14 has converged to a pre-
determined extreme value, the candidate pattern as a
convergence pattern, and a function of instructing the
initial condition generation unit 11 to generate/output a
different initial pattern, instructing the pattern generation
unit 12 to perform initialization and newly start pattern
generation, and instructing the candidate pattern selec-
tion unit 14 to initialize the candidate pattern.
[0064] In a flowchart illustrating convergence determi-
nation process shown in Fig. 4, upon receiving a start
instruction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
10, the convergence determination unit 15 initializes the
processing (step 130). In this initialization process, the
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convergence flag is cleared to 0, and a current internally
held evaluation value, a last internally held evaluation
value, a convergence determination count value, and a
convergence determination interval count value are re-
spectively set to 0.
[0065] Subsequently, the convergence determination
unit 15 receives the candidate pattern and evaluation val-
ue from the candidate pattern selection unit 14 (step 131),
and sets the received candidate pattern and evaluation
value as the internally held pattern and the current inter-
nally held evaluation value (step 132).
[0066] The convergence determination unit 15 incre-
ments (+1) the convergence determination interval count
value (step 133), and compares the convergence deter-
mination interval count value with a convergence deter-
mination interval (step 134).
[0067] When the convergence determination interval
count value is equal to or smaller than the convergence
determination interval (YES in step 134), the conver-
gence determination unit 15 clears the convergence de-
termination interval count value to 0 (step 135), and cal-
culates a difference of the evaluation values by subtract-
ing the last internally held evaluation value from the cur-
rent internally held evaluation value (step 136) .
[0068] After that, the convergence determination unit
15 compares the difference of the evaluation values with
a convergence determination threshold (step 137). When
the difference of the evaluation values is equal to or small-
er than the convergence determination threshold (YES
in step 137), which indicates a change in evaluation value
is small and there is a convergence tendency, and thus
the convergence determination unit 15 increments the
convergence determination count value (step 139), and
compares the convergence determination count value
with a convergence determination count (step 140) .
[0069] When the convergence determination count
value has reached the convergence determination count
(YES in step 140), the convergence determination unit
15 determines that the evaluation value has converged
to the predetermined extreme value as the convergence
tendency has continued up to a predetermined count,
and sets the convergence flag to 1 (step 141).
[0070] After that, the convergence determination unit
15 sets the current internally held evaluation value as the
last internally held evaluation value (step 142), outputs
the convergence flag to the initial condition generation
unit 11, the pattern generation unit 12, and the candidate
pattern selection unit 14, outputs the convergence pat-
tern including the current internally held evaluation value
to the pattern generation unit 12 and the transmission
pattern selection unit 16, and outputs the evaluation val-
ue to the transmission pattern selection unit 16 (step
143).
[0071] Note that when it is determined in step 134 that
the convergence determination interval count value is
smaller than the convergence determination interval (NO
in step 134), and when it is determined in step 140 that
the convergence determination count value has not

reached the convergence determination count (NO in
step 140), the process advances to step 143.
[0072] When it is determined in step 137 that the dif-
ference evaluation value is larger than the convergence
determination threshold (NO in step 137), which indicates
that a change in evaluation value is large and there is no
convergence tendency, and thus the convergence deter-
mination unit 15 sets the convergence determination
count value to 0 (step 138), and advances to step 143.
[0073] After that, the convergence determination unit
15 confirms the convergence flag (step 144). When the
convergence flag = 1 and a convergence of the evalua-
tion value has been detected (YES in step 144), the proc-
ess returns to step 130 and convergence determination
for a new pattern generated based on different initial con-
ditions starts to perform a new search by the hill-climbing
method.
[0074] On the other hand, when the convergence flag
= 0 and no convergence of the evaluation value has been
detected (NO in step 144), the process returns to step
131 to start convergence determination for the candidate
pattern and evaluation value newly output from the can-
didate pattern selection unit 14. This continues the
search in progress to be continued by the hill-climbing
method.

<Transmission Pattern Selection Unit>

[0075] The transmission pattern selection unit 16 has
a function of selecting, as a transmission pattern, one of
the convergence patterns selected by the convergence
determination unit 15, which has the highest evaluation
value, and outputting the transmission pattern to the end
determination unit 17.
[0076] In a flowchart illustrating transmission pattern
selection processing shown in Fig. 5, upon receiving a
start instruction from the outside of the scheduling appa-
ratus 10, the transmission pattern selection unit 16 ini-
tializes the process (step 150). In this initialization proc-
ess the internally held evaluation value is set to 0 and
the transmission destinations of all the TPs of the inter-
nally held pattern are rewritten to indicate a transmission
stop (Blank).
[0077] Subsequently, the transmission pattern selec-
tion unit 16 receives the convergence pattern from the
convergence determination unit 15 together with the
evaluation value (step 151), and compares the received
evaluation value with the internally held evaluation value
(step 152). When the received evaluation value is equal
to or smaller than the internally held evaluation value (NO
in step 152), the transmission pattern selection unit 16
outputs the internally held pattern as a transmission pat-
tern to the end determination unit 17 (step 154), and re-
turns to step 151.
[0078] On the other hand, when the received evalua-
tion value is larger than the internally held evaluation val-
ue (YES in step 152), the received convergence pattern
and evaluation value are set as the internally held pattern
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and internally held evaluation value (step 153), and the
process advances to step 154.

<End Determination Unit>

[0079] The end determination unit 17 has a function of
selecting, when the evaluation count for the patterns gen-
erated by the pattern generation unit 12 reaches the up-
per limit of the evaluation count that is input from the
outside of the scheduling apparatus 10, the transmission
pattern selected by the transmission pattern selection
unit 16 as an optimum transmission pattern, and a func-
tion of outputting the optimum transmission pattern, that
is, outputting a scheduling result and the end flag = 1 to
the outside of the scheduling apparatus 10. The end de-
termination unit 17 is the same as that shown in Fig. 15
described above.
[0080] Note that a search algorithm for searching for
a convergence pattern does not necessarily have to be
the hill-climbing method. For example, it is possible to
apply well-known solutions to a combinatorial optimiza-
tion problem, such as a greedy algorithm of repeating
pattern generation until an evaluation value increases
within a cycle, a branch and cut method of generating a
pattern so as to satisfy constraints after dividing patterns
into groups in accordance with a difference in number of
transmission points for which a transmission stop is pre-
set and determining, based on the representative eval-
uation values of the groups, a group that is meticulously
searched, and dynamic programming for holding two or
more patterns at the same time by leaving two or more
user equipment candidates as transmission destinations.
[0081] The above embodiment has exemplified the ex-
ample of selecting one transmission point as a change
target point. However, the number of transmission points
selected as change target points need not be one. For
example, two or more transmission points may be se-
lected as change target points, and a pattern in which
user equipments as the transmission destinations of two
transmission points are simultaneously changed is gen-
erated. Even if two or more transmission points that are
irrelevant in terms of the radio wave state between the
transmission points are selected based on the radio wave
state between the transmission points perceived by
measurement or estimation, it is possible to simultane-
ously select user equipments as the transmission desti-
nations of the two transmission points without influencing
each other, thereby obtaining an effect of shortening the
time until user equipments as the transmission destina-
tions of all the transmission points are selected.
[0082] The above embodiment has exemplified the ex-
ample in which every time a user equipment as the trans-
mission destination of the selected transmission point is
determined, the pattern is output as a candidate pattern.
However, the timing of reflecting the determination of the
user equipment as the transmission destination on the
candidate pattern is not limited to this. For example, when
user equipments as the transmission destinations of all

the transmission points are determined, that is, when se-
lection of all the transmission points is completed, this
may be reflected on the candidate pattern and then the
pattern may be output.

[Effect of First Embodiment]

[0083] As described above, in this embodiment, the
convergence pattern selection unit 10A sequentially gen-
erates a plurality of different patterns based on designat-
ed initial conditions, selects, as a convergence pattern,
a pattern whose evaluation value has converged to an
extreme value, and repeatedly executes selection of the
convergence pattern by changing the initial conditions
every time the convergence pattern is selected, and the
transmission pattern determination unit 10B selects, as
an optimum transmission pattern, one of the conver-
gence patterns obtained by the convergence pattern se-
lection unit 10A, which has the highest evaluation value.
[0084] More specifically, in the convergence pattern
selection unit 10A, the initial condition generation unit 11
generates and outputs an initial pattern and a seed value
as initial conditions to be used to generate a pattern, the
pattern generation unit 12 generates, from the initial pat-
tern, a plurality of different patterns by sequentially
changing some of combinations selected based on a ran-
dom number generated from the seed value, and se-
quentially outputs the generated patterns, the pattern
evaluation unit 13 sequentially calculates, every time the
pattern generation unit 12 outputs the pattern, the eval-
uation value of the pattern, the candidate pattern selec-
tion unit 14 compares, every time the pattern generation
unit 12 outputs the pattern, the evaluation value of the
pattern with that of a candidate pattern, selects, as a new
candidate pattern, the pattern having the higher evalua-
tion value, and sequentially outputs the selected pattern,
and the convergence determination unit 15 selects, when
it is detected that the evaluation value of the candidate
pattern output from the candidate pattern selection unit
14 has converged, the candidate pattern as a conver-
gence pattern, instructs the initial condition generation
unit 11 to change one or both of the initial pattern and
the seed value as the initial conditions, instructs the pat-
tern generation unit 12 to perform initialization and newly
start pattern generation, and instructs the candidate pat-
tern selection unit 14 to initialize the candidate pattern.
[0085] In the transmission pattern determination unit
10B, the transmission pattern selection unit 16 selects,
as a transmission pattern, one of the convergence pat-
terns selected by the convergence determination unit 15,
which has the highest evaluation value, and the end de-
termination unit 17 selects, when the evaluation count
for the generated patterns reaches the upper limit of the
evaluation count, the transmission pattern selected by
the transmission pattern selection unit 16 as an optimum
transmission pattern.
[0086] Then, at the start of pattern generation, the pat-
tern generation unit 12 selects, as a change target trans-
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mission point, one of the transmission points of the initial
pattern output from the initial condition generation unit
11, based on the random number generated from the
seed value, generates a pattern by changing a user
equipment as a transmission destination only for the
change target transmission point, and outputs the gen-
erated pattern. Every time the convergence determina-
tion unit 15 outputs the convergence pattern, the pattern
generation unit 12 selects one of the transmission points
of the convergence pattern as a change target point, gen-
erates a pattern by changing a user equipment as a trans-
mission destination only for the change target transmis-
sion point, and outputs the generated pattern. The con-
vergence determination unit 15 calculates, for every two
patterns output at a predetermined convergence deter-
mination interval among the candidate patterns sequen-
tially output from the candidate pattern selection unit 14,
the change amount between the evaluation values of the
two patterns, and detects, when it is continuously deter-
mined by the convergence determination count that the
obtained change amount is smaller than the convergence
determination threshold, that the evaluation value has
converged.
[0087] With this arrangement, selection of the conver-
gence pattern is repeatedly executed a plurality of times
by changing the initial pattern every time the conver-
gence pattern in which evaluation value has converged
to the extreme value is selected by the hill-climbing meth-
od, and one of the obtained convergence patterns, which
has the highest evaluation value, is selected as an opti-
mum transmission pattern. Therefore, as compared to a
case in which an initially found extreme value is selected
as a final convergence value and the subsequent search
is ended, it is possible to select, as an optimum trans-
mission pattern, a pattern having a higher convergence
value.
[0088] In the scheduling process, the scheduling peri-
od is defined. Thus, there is the upper limit of the evalu-
ation count, and it is necessary to appropriately distribute
the evaluation count to searches. According to this em-
bodiment, since a new search starts after convergence
is detected, it is possible to avoid a situation in which the
evaluation count is short in one search and a next search
is executed before convergence. Furthermore, starting
a new search after detecting a convergence is equivalent
to distributing a necessary and sufficient evaluation count
to each of the searches, thereby making it possible to
efficiently use the limited evaluation count.
[0089] In this embodiment, the initial condition gener-
ation unit 11 may generate a seed value to be used to
generate a pattern and output it when outputting the initial
pattern first, and generate a seed value having a unique
value and output it every time the convergence determi-
nation unit 15 detects a convergence. When selecting a
change target transmission point, the pattern generation
unit 12 may select the change target transmission point
based on a random number generated from the seed
value output from the initial condition generation unit 11.

[0090] In general, a random number generated by cal-
culation processing is a pseudo random number formed
from a random number sequence determined based on
the seed value. As the seed value changes, the random
number sequence also changes. Thus, random numbers
are generated in a different order. Consequently, every
time the evaluation converges, a unique seed value is
generated, and change target points are sequentially se-
lected in a different order. When starting a new search
by the hill-climbing method every time the evaluation val-
ue converges, convergence patterns can be searched
by a route completely different from the last route, thereby
implementing an efficient search with an unbiased search
range.

[Second Embodiment]

[0091] A scheduling apparatus 10 according to the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed next with reference to Fig. 6.
[0092] This arrangement is different from the first em-
bodiment in that TP-specific transmission destination UE
lists are input to an initial condition generation unit 11,
and an initial pattern output from the initial condition gen-
eration unit 11 after detection of a convergence is differ-
ent from that according to the first embodiment.
[0093] That is, in this embodiment, the initial condition
generation unit 11 has a function of, when outputting an
initial pattern first, generating and outputting an initial pat-
tern in which a transmission stop is set for all transmission
points, and every time a convergence determination unit
15 detects a convergence, selecting, for a selected one
of the transmission points, one of user equipments which
can set the transmission point as a transmission source
as a new transmission destination, generating an initial
pattern in which transmission stop is set for the transmis-
sion points except for that transmission point, and out-
putting it.
[0094] Referring to Fig. 6, the TP-specific transmission
destination UE lists input from the outside of the sched-
uling apparatus 10 are also input to the initial condition
generation unit 11 in addition to a pattern generation unit
12. The remaining components are the same as those
in the first embodiment.
[0095] When the convergence determination unit 15
outputs a convergence flag = 1 indicating detection of a
convergence of an evaluation value, the initial condition
generation unit 11 executes initial condition generation
processing shown in Fig. 7.
[0096] Referring to Fig. 7, the initial condition genera-
tion unit 11 randomly selects one TP as S_TP’ (step 200),
and randomly selects a new transmission destination UE
from the transmission destination UE candidate list of
S_TP’ (step 201).
[0097] The initial condition generation unit 11 gener-
ates an initial pattern in which only the transmission des-
tination of S_TP’ is set as the selected new transmission
destination UE, and all the transmission destinations of
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the TPs other than S_TP’ are set to indicate a transmis-
sion stop (Blank) (step 202) .
[0098] Subsequently, after generating a seed value in-
cluding a unique value different from the seed value that
has been used so far (step 203), the initial condition gen-
eration unit 11 outputs the new initial pattern and seed
value to the pattern generation unit 12 (step 204), thereby
ending the series of initial condition generation process-
es.
[0099] Note that in Fig. 7, the reason why the seed
value is changed after the initial pattern is updated is that
S_TP selected first after initialization in the pattern gen-
eration unit 12 is made different from S_TP’. This can
increase the possibility that a different convergence value
is obtained. In an initial pattern generated immediately
after the start instruction, the transmission destinations
of all the TPs are set to "Blank".
[0100] In this embodiment, when generating an initial
pattern after detecting a convergence, the transmission
destination UE of S_TP’ is randomly set. However, a
transmission destination UE in a pattern (under the con-
dition that "Blank" is set for TPs other than S_TP’) having
the second highest evaluation value may be set.

[Effect of Second Embodiment]

[0101] In this embodiment, when outputting an initial
pattern first, the initial condition generation unit 11 gen-
erates and outputs the initial pattern in which a transmis-
sion stop is set for all transmission points. Every time the
convergence determination unit 15 detects convergence,
the initial condition generation unit 11 selects, for a se-
lected one of the transmission points, as a new transmis-
sion destination, one of user equipments which can set
the transmission point as a transmission source, gener-
ates an initial pattern in which a transmission stop is set
for the transmission points except for that transmission
point, and outputs it.
[0102] With this arrangement, every time the evalua-
tion value converges, a different transmission point is set
as an initial transmission point whose transmission des-
tination is to be changed. Therefore, when starting a new
search by the hill-climbing method every time the evalu-
ation value converges, convergence patterns can be
searched from a start point different from the last start
point, thereby implementing an efficient search with an
unbiased search range.

[Third Embodiment]

[0103] A scheduling apparatus 10 according to the
third embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed next with reference to Fig. 8.
[0104] As shown in Fig. 8, this arrangement is basically
the same as in the first embodiment except for conver-
gence determination conditions input to a convergence
determination unit 15 and the operation of the conver-
gence determination unit 15.

[0105] That is, the convergence determination unit 15
according to this embodiment has a table for recording
the evaluation value of a candidate pattern sequentially
output from a candidate pattern selection unit 14, and
has a function of recording the evaluation value in the
table at an interval of a convergence determination count
before detecting an initial convergence and, once a con-
vergence is detected, comparing, every time the candi-
date pattern selection unit 14 newly outputs the evalua-
tion value, the output evaluation value with the evaluation
value recorded in the table, and determining, when it is
continuously determined by a predetermined match de-
termination count that the evaluation values match, that
the evaluation value has converged.
[0106] Note that in this embodiment, only the first result
is stored in the table, and the evaluation value is only
compared with the first result. The result to be compared
with is not necessarily the first result. For example, a
plurality of tables may be provided, results other than the
first result may be stored, and the evaluation value may
be compared with all the stored evaluation values. In this
case, when it is continuously determined by the prede-
termined match determination count that one or more
evaluation values match, it is determined that the evalu-
ation value has converged.
[0107] In this embodiment, when no convergence val-
ue is obtained in the search when storing the second or
subsequent result, the table may be overwritten at the
time of the next search. For example, when no conver-
gence value is obtained in the second search, the second
result stored halfway is overwritten with the third result.
When comparison with only the first result is performed,
the same convergence pattern may be obtained in the
second or subsequent search. To the contrary, by com-
paring the evaluation value with a result in which a con-
vergent value is obtained in the second or subsequent
search, the effect of readily obtaining a different result of
a convergence pattern is produced.
[0108] In this embodiment, two tables each for storing
a result may be provided. One of the tables stores the
first result, as similar to the above-described embodi-
ment, and the other stores the second result. When a
convergence pattern is obtained in the second search,
the evaluation value of the convergence pattern is com-
pared with that of the convergence pattern obtained in
the first search, and the table storing the convergence
pattern having the lower evaluation value is overwritten
with the third result. With this arrangement, even if the
evaluation value of the convergence pattern obtained in
the first search is low, comparison with a convergence
pattern having a high evaluation value obtained in the
second or subsequent search is possible and compari-
son of a convergence tendency at the time of a search
can be performed only once. Furthermore, only two ta-
bles each for holding a result need to be provided, thereby
obtaining the effect of reducing the scale.
[0109] With this arrangement, transition of the evalu-
ation value in the first search is recorded in the table.
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When the evaluation value transits in the same way in
the second or subsequent search, it is determined that
the same convergence pattern is obtained, and thus a
convergence is determined even before the conver-
gence, and re-execution starts.
[0110] In transition of the pattern evaluation value
shown in Fig. 9, (a) of Fig. 9 is a graph showing transition
of the pattern evaluation value, and (b) of Fig. 9 shows
an example of recording of the evaluation value in the
table.
[0111] A convergence process shown in Figs. 10 and
11 has a feature in which a current internally held eval-
uation value is recorded in the table at a convergence
determination interval in addition to the processing
shown in Fig. 4 described above, and in the second or
subsequent search, the evaluation value recorded in the
table is compared with the current internally held evalu-
ation value at the convergence determination interval,
and when the number of times it is determined that the
evaluation value recorded in the table matches the cur-
rent internally held evaluation value reaches a match de-
termination count input from the outside of the scheduling
apparatus 10, the convergence is forcibly determined.
[0112] For this purpose, the convergence determiner
15 newly includes a table update inhibition flag (update
is inhibited in the second or subsequent search) for iden-
tifying whether the search is the first one, and a table
write index/table read index indicating a write/read posi-
tion in the table. A match counter for measuring the
number of times it is continuously determined that values
match is newly included in the table.
[0113] Referring to Fig. 10, upon receiving a start in-
struction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
10, the convergence determination unit 15 sets the table
update inhibition flag to 0 (update permission) while set-
ting the table write index to 1 (step 300), and then initial-
izes the processing (step 301). In this initialization
processing, the convergence flag is cleared to 0, and the
current internally held evaluation value, a last internally
held evaluation value, a convergence determination
count value, and a convergence determination interval
count value are respectively set to 0. In addition, the table
read index and the match count value are respectively
set to 0.
[0114] Subsequently, the convergence determination
unit 15 receives a candidate pattern and an evaluation
value from the candidate pattern selection unit 14 (step
302), and sets the received candidate pattern and eval-
uation value as an internally held pattern and the current
internally held evaluation value (step 303).
[0115] The convergence determination unit 15 incre-
ments (+1) the convergence determination interval count
value (step 304), and compares the convergence deter-
mination interval count value with a convergence deter-
mination interval (step 305). When the convergence de-
termination interval count value is larger than the con-
vergence determination interval (NO in step 305), the
process advances to step 310 (to be described later) of

Fig. 10.
[0116] At this time, when the convergence determina-
tion interval count value is equal to or smaller than the
convergence determination interval (YES in step 305),
the convergence determination unit 15 clears the con-
vergence determination interval count value to 0 (step
306), and confirms the table update inhibition flag (step
307).
[0117] When the table update inhibition flag = 1 and
update of the table is inhibited (NO in step 307), the proc-
ess advances to step 320 of Fig. 11.
[0118] On the other hand, when the table update inhi-
bition flag = 0 and update of the table is permitted (YES
in step 307), the convergence determination unit 15
writes the current internally held evaluation value in the
memory area of the table write index of the table (step
308), and increments the table write index (step 309),
thereby advancing to step 323 of Fig. 11.
[0119] In step 320 of Fig. 11, the convergence deter-
mination unit 15 reads out the evaluation value from the
memory area of the table read index of the table (step
320), and compares the readout evaluation value with
the current internally held evaluation value (step 321).
[0120] When the readout evaluation value is equal to
or larger than the current internally held evaluation value
(NO in step 321), the convergence determination unit 15
clears the match count value to 0 (step 322), and ad-
vances to step 323 (to be described later).
[0121] On the other hand, when the readout evaluation
value is smaller than the current internally held evaluation
value (YES in step 321), the convergence determination
unit 15 increments the match count value (step 324), and
compares the match count value with a match determi-
nation count (step 325).
[0122] When the match count value has not reached
the match determination count (NO in step 325), the proc-
ess advances to step 323 (to be described later); other-
wise (YES in step 325), the process advances to step
330.
[0123] In step 323, the convergence determination unit
15 calculates a difference evaluation value by subtracting
the last internally held evaluation value from the current
internally held evaluation value (step 323), and compares
the difference evaluation value with a convergence de-
termination threshold (step 326).
[0124] When the difference evaluation value is larger
than the convergence determination threshold (NO in
step 326), a change in evaluation value is large and there
is no convergence tendency, and thus the convergence
determination unit 15 sets the convergence determina-
tion count value to 0 (step 327), thereby advancing to
step 310 of Fig. 10.
[0125] On the other hand, when the difference evalu-
ation value is equal to or smaller than the convergence
determination threshold (YES in step 326), a change in
evaluation value is small and there is a convergence ten-
dency, and thus the convergence determination unit 15
increments the convergence determination count value
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(step 328), and compares the convergence determina-
tion count value with the convergence determination
count (step 329).
[0126] When the convergence determination count
value has not reached the convergence determination
count (NO in step 329), the process advances to step
310 of Fig. 10.
[0127] When the convergence determination count
value has reached the convergence determination count
(YES in step 329), the convergence determination unit
15 determines that the evaluation value has converged
to a predetermined extreme value since the convergence
tendency has continued for a predetermined count, and
sets the convergence flag to 1 (step 330), and then sets
the current internally held evaluation value as the last
internally held evaluation value (step 331), thereby ad-
vancing to step 310 of Fig. 10.
[0128] In step 310 of Fig. 10, the convergence deter-
mination unit 15 outputs the convergence flag to an initial
condition generation unit 11, a pattern generation unit
12, and the candidate pattern selection unit 14, outputs
the convergence pattern including the current internally
held evaluation value to the pattern generation unit 12
and a transmission pattern selection unit 16, and outputs
the evaluation value to the transmission pattern selection
unit 16 (step 310).
[0129] After that, the convergence determination unit
15 confirms the convergence flag (step 311). When the
convergence flag = 1 and a convergence of the evalua-
tion value has been detected (YES in step 311), the proc-
ess returns to step 301 and a convergence determination
for a new pattern generated based on different initial con-
ditions starts to perform a new search by the hill-climbing
method.
[0130] On the other hand, when the convergence flag
= 0 and no convergence of the evaluation value has been
detected (NO in step 311), the process returns to step
302 to start convergence determination for the candidate
pattern and evaluation value newly output from the can-
didate pattern selection unit 14. This continues the
search in progress by the hill-climbing method.
[0131] Note that in the above example, a match is de-
termined when the current internally held evaluation val-
ue with the first result is equal to or smaller than the pre-
determined threshold. However, a match determination
method is not limited to this. For example, when a differ-
ence from the first result is equal to or larger than the
threshold but the evaluation value is lower than the first
result, a match may be determined. That is, in step 321
of Fig. 11, although the determination condition is "=" in
the above embodiment, "≥" is set as a determination con-
dition in this case. This can reduce the possibility that a
result worse than the first result is obtained.
[0132] Alternatively, the threshold may be gradually
decreased. At the initial stage of a search, the threshold
is set large. As the search progresses, the threshold may
be decreased.
[0133] In an example, shown in Fig. 12, of the relation-

ship between the evaluation value and the elapsed time,
in the first search, a search is repeated until the evalua-
tion value converges to obtain a convergence pattern.
After the convergence pattern is obtained, the initial con-
ditions are changed to perform re-execution. In the sec-
ond search, a search is performed while comparing
whether a convergence tendency is the same as that in
the first search. In this case, since the convergence ten-
dencies in the first and second searches are different, a
search is repeated until a convergence value is obtained
without interrupting the second search. Similarly, the third
search starts. Since a convergence tendency in the third
search is compared with that in the first search, and it is
determined that the convergence tendencies are identi-
cal, the search is interrupted before a convergence value
is obtained, and the initial conditions are changed to per-
form re-execution.

[Effect of Third Embodiment]

[0134] As described above, the convergence determi-
nation unit 15 includes a table for recording the evaluation
value of a candidate pattern sequentially output from the
candidate pattern selection unit 14. Before detecting an
initial convergence, the convergence determination unit
15 records the evaluation value in the table at an interval
of a convergence determination count. Once a conver-
gence is detected, every time the candidate pattern se-
lection unit 14 newly outputs the evaluation value, the
convergence determination unit 15 compares the output
evaluation value with the evaluation value recorded in
the table, and determines, when it is continuously deter-
mined by the predetermined match determination count
that the evaluation values match, that the evaluation val-
ue has converged.
[0135] With this arrangement, transition of the evalu-
ation value in the first search is recorded in the table.
When the evaluation value transits in the same way in
the second or subsequent search, it is determined that
the same convergence pattern is obtained, and thus a
convergence is determined even before the conver-
gence, and re-execution starts. Therefore, before the
evaluation value actually converges, the convergence
can be forcibly determined, thereby making it possible to
shorten the time required for the scheduling processing.

[Fourth Embodiment]

[0136] The arrangement of a scheduling apparatus 10
according to the fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described next with reference to Fig. 13.
[0137] This arrangement is obtained by arranging, in
parallel, pattern generation units 12, pattern evaluation
units 13, candidate pattern selection units 14, and con-
vergence determination units 15 according to the first
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 13. This arrangement can
select a transmission pattern from more convergence
patterns.
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[0138] That is, the scheduling apparatus 10 according
to this embodiment includes a plurality of processing sys-
tems each including the pattern generation unit 12, pat-
tern evaluation unit 13, candidate pattern selection unit
14, and convergence determination unit 15.
[0139] An initial condition generation unit 11 has a
function of generating and outputting different seed val-
ues for the respective processing systems.
[0140] A transmission pattern selection unit 16 has a
function of selecting, as a transmission pattern, one of
convergence patterns output from the processing sys-
tems, which has the highest evaluation value.
[0141] In the example of the arrangement shown in
Fig. 13, processing system A including a pattern gener-
ation unit 12A, a pattern evaluation unit 13A, a candidate
pattern selection unit 14A, and a convergence determi-
nation unit 15A, and processing system B including a
pattern generation unit 12B, a pattern evaluation unit
13B, a candidate pattern selection unit 14B, and a con-
vergence determination unit 15B are provided. The initial
condition generation unit 11, the transmission pattern se-
lection unit 16, and an end determination unit 17 are com-
mon to processing systems A and B. The number of
processing systems arranged in parallel is two but the
present invention is not limited to this.
[0142] In this arrangement, upon receiving a start in-
struction from the outside of the scheduling apparatus
10, the initial condition generation unit 11 outputs an initial
pattern and seed values A and B to the pattern generation
units 12A and 12B. Seed values A and B respectively
output to the pattern generation units 12A and 12B are
different from each other, but the same initial pattern is
sequentially output to the pattern generation units 12A
and 12B.
[0143] When the convergence determination unit 15A
outputs convergence flag A, the initial condition genera-
tion unit 11 generates seed value A that is unique in all
the processing systems, and outputs it to the pattern gen-
eration unit 12A together with the initial pattern. Similarly,
when the convergence determination unit 15B outputs
convergence flag B, the initial condition generation unit
11 generates seed value B that is unique in all the
processing systems, and outputs it to the pattern gener-
ation unit 12B together with the initial pattern. This can
execute parallel processes under different initial condi-
tions.
[0144] The transmission pattern selection unit 16 is the
same as that according to the first embodiment, and se-
lects, as a transmission pattern, one of the convergence
patterns output from the convergence determination
units 15A and 15B, which has the highest evaluation val-
ue, and outputs the selected pattern to the end determi-
nation unit 17.

[Effect of Fourth Embodiment]

[0145] As described above, in this embodiment, the
plurality of processing systems each including the pattern

generation unit 12, the pattern evaluation unit 13, the
candidate pattern selection unit 14, and the convergence
determination unit 15 are provided. The initial condition
generation unit 11 generates and outputs different seed
values for the respective processing systems. The trans-
mission pattern selection unit 16 selects, as a transmis-
sion pattern, one of the convergence patterns output form
the processing systems, which has the highest evalua-
tion value.
[0146] This parallelly executes searches based on the
different seed values for the respective processing sys-
tems. Therefore, it is possible to select a transmission
pattern from more convergence patterns within a short
processing time.

[Extension of Embodiments]

[0147] The present invention has been described
above with reference to the embodiments, but is not lim-
ited to these embodiments. Various changes under-
standable by those skilled in the art can be made for the
arrangements and details of the present invention without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, the
embodiments can be arbitrarily combined and imple-
mented within a consistent range.

Explanation of the Reference Numerals and Signs

[0148] 10...scheduling apparatus, 10A...convergence
pattern selection unit, 10B...transmission pattern deter-
mination unit, 11...initial condition generation unit, 12,
12A, 12B...pattern generation unit, 13, 13A, 13B...pattern
evaluation unit, 14, 14A, 14B...candidate pattern selec-
tion unit, 15, 15A, 15B...convergence determination unit,
16...transmission pattern selection unit, 17...end deter-
mination unit

Claims

1. A scheduling apparatus that generates a plurality of
patterns each indicating combinations of a plurality
of transmission points forming a radio network sys-
tem and user equipments for performing radio com-
munication with the transmission points, and selects
an optimum transmission pattern indicating optimum
combinations of transmission points and user equip-
ments based on evaluation values of the patterns by
a predetermined search algorithm, the apparatus
comprising:

a convergence pattern selection unit configured
to generate sequentially a plurality of different
patterns based on designated initial conditions,
to select, as a convergence pattern, the pattern
in which evaluation value has converged to an
extreme value, and repeatedly execute selec-
tion of the convergence pattern by changing the
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initial conditions every time the convergence
pattern is selected; and
a transmission pattern determination unit con-
figured to select, as the optimum transmission
pattern, one of the convergence patterns with
the highest evaluation value obtained by the
convergence pattern selection unit.

2. The scheduling apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the convergence pattern selection unit in-
cludes
an initial condition generation unit configured to gen-
erate and output an initial pattern and a seed value
as the initial conditions,
a pattern generation unit configured to sequentially
generate the pattern by sequentially changing some
of the combinations of the initial pattern output from
the initial condition generation unit based on a ran-
dom number generated from the seed value;
a pattern evaluation unit configured to sequentially
calculate an evaluation value of the pattern every
time the pattern generation unit outputs the pattern,
a candidate pattern selection unit configured to com-
pare, every time the pattern generation unit outputs
the pattern, the evaluation value of the pattern with
the evaluation value of a candidate pattern, to se-
lects, as a new candidate pattern, the pattern with a
higher evaluation value, and sequentially outputs the
selected pattern, and
a convergence determination unit configured to se-
lect the candidate pattern as the convergence pat-
tern, when detecting a convergence of the evaluation
value based on a change amount calculated be-
tween the evaluation values of the two patterns for
every two patterns output at a predetermined con-
vergence determination interval among the candi-
date patterns sequentially output from the candidate
pattern selection unit, and that the obtained change
amount is continuously determined to be smaller
than a convergence determination threshold by a
convergence determination count, to instruct the in-
itial condition generator to change one or both of the
initial pattern and seed value as the initial conditions,
to instruct the pattern generation unit to perform in-
itialization and newly start pattern generation, and
to instruct the candidate pattern selection unit to in-
itialize the candidate pattern.

3. The scheduling apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein
the initial condition generation unit generates and
outputs, when outputting the initial pattern for the
first time, a seed value to be used when generating
the pattern, and generates and outputs a seed value
having a unique value every time the convergence
determination unit detects the convergence, and
the pattern generation unit selects, when selecting
a change target transmission point based on the ran-

dom number, a change target transmission point
based on a random number generated from the seed
value output from the initial condition generation unit.

4. The scheduling apparatus according to claim 2 or 3,
wherein
the initial condition generation unit generates and
outputs, when outputting the initial pattern for the
first time, an initial pattern in which a transmission
stop is set for all the transmission points, and every
time the convergence determination unit detects the
convergence, the initial condition generation unit se-
lects, for a selected one of the transmission points,
one of user equipments that can have the transmis-
sion point as a transmission source as a new trans-
mission destination, and generates and outputs an
initial pattern in which a transmission stop is set for
the transmission points other than the transmission
point.

5. The scheduling apparatus according to any one of
claims 2 to 4, wherein
the convergence determination unit includes at least
a table for recording the evaluation value of the can-
didate pattern sequentially output from the candidate
pattern selection unit, records the evaluation value
in the table at an interval of a convergence determi-
nation count, compares, after the convergence is de-
tected for the first time, the output evaluation value
with at least one evaluation value recorded in the
table, every time the candidate pattern selection unit
newly outputs the evaluation value, and determines
that the evaluation value has converged when the
evaluation value is continuously determined to be
equal to or smaller than the recorded evaluation val-
ue by a predetermined match determination count.

6. The scheduling apparatus according to claim 3, com-
prising:

a plurality of processing systems each including
the pattern generation unit, the pattern evalua-
tion unit, the candidate pattern selection unit,
and the convergence determination unit,
wherein the initial condition generation unit gen-
erates and outputs the seed value that is differ-
ent for each of the processing systems, and
the transmission pattern determination unit se-
lects, as the transmission pattern, one of the
convergence patterns with the highest evalua-
tion value output from the processing systems.

7. A scheduling method of generating a plurality of pat-
terns each indicating combinations of a plurality of
transmission points forming a radio network system
and user equipments for performing radio commu-
nication with the transmission points, and selecting
an optimum transmission pattern indicating optimum
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combinations of transmission points and user equip-
ments based on evaluation values of the patterns by
a predetermined search algorithm, the method com-
prising:

a convergence pattern selection step of sequen-
tially generating a plurality of different patterns
based on designated initial conditions, select-
ing, as a convergence pattern, the pattern in
which evaluation value has converged to an ex-
treme value, and repeatedly executing selection
of the convergence pattern by changing the in-
itial conditions every time the convergence pat-
tern is selected; and
a transmission pattern determination step of se-
lecting, as the optimum transmission pattern,
one of the convergence patterns with the highest
evaluation value obtained in the convergence
pattern selection step.
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