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(54) VIEW CONTROL DEVICE FOR VEHICLE

(57) A vehicular visual recognition control device in-
cludes an in-out sensor (24) that detects a vehicle in-out
direction position of a mirror surface of a vehicle door
mirror device for visually recognizing vehicle surround-
ings, an up-down sensor (26) that detects a vehicle
up-down direction position of the mirror surface of the
vehicle door mirror device, and a noise correction section
(62) that, when a mirror surface position is detected using
the in-out sensor (24), detects noise based on a detection
result from the up-down sensor (26) and corrects a de-
tection result from the in-out sensor.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a vehicular vis-
ual recognition control device to control a visual recog-
nition section, such as a door mirror or camera, for visual
recognition of vehicle surroundings.

Background Art

[0002] Visual recognition sections, such as mirror sur-
faces or cameras, are provided at vehicles for visual rec-
ognition of vehicle surroundings. The range of visual rec-
ognition of such visual recognition sections can be
changed by, for example, changing the position of the
mirror surface, changing an imaging direction by moving
the camera, or the like.
[0003] For example, Japanese Utility Model Applica-
tion Laid-Open (JP-U) No. H06-23829 proposes a vehicle
rearview mirror device that includes a mirror drive mech-
anism for moving a rearview mirror in various directions
in coordination with directional indicators and the steering
wheel.
[0004] Sensors for detecting the position of a visual
recognition section, such as a mirror surface or a camera,
are sometimes provided in order to change the position
of a mirror surface or an imaging direction.
[0005] However, noise due to vibration or electrical
noise may be added onto detection values of a sensor
provided at a vehicle, such as a sensor that detects the
position of a visual recognition section, and so various
technology has been proposed to reduce the effects of
noise.
[0006] For example, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 2001-004978 proposes comput-
ing, based on a rate of acceleration along a front-rear
direction, a correction amount for a detection value from
a depression force sensor that detects depression force
on a brake pedal, and removing vibration noise therewith.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Technical Problem

[0007] However, since in order to remove any sensor
noise, in JP-A No. 2001-004978 it is necessary to provide
a noise-detecting sensor, there is thus room for improve-
ment.
[0008] In consideration of the above circumstances,
an object of the present invention is to suppress the effect
of noise so as to accurately detect a position of a visual
recognition section without providing a dedicated noise-
detecting sensor.

Solution to Problem

[0009] In order to achieve the above object, a first as-

pect of the present disclosure includes: plural detection
sections that detect a position of visual recognition sec-
tions for visually recognizing vehicle surroundings; and
a correction section that, when employing any one of the
plural detection sections to detect a position of the visual
recognition sections, detects noise based on a detection
result from the detection sections not being employed
from among the plural detection sections and is config-
ured to correct a detection result from the detection sec-
tion being employed.
[0010] According to the first aspect of the present dis-
closure, a position of the visual recognition sections for
visually recognizing vehicle surroundings is detected in
the plural detection sections. For example, a detection
section that detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of the visual recognition sections and a detection section
that detects a vehicle in-out direction position of the visual
recognition sections may be applied as the detection sec-
tions.
[0011] In the correction section, when employing any
one of the plural detection sections to detect a position
of the visual recognition sections, noise is detected based
on a detection result from the detection sections not being
employed from among the plural detection sections and
a detection result from the detection section being em-
ployed is corrected. Namely, since noise due to running
vibrations in the vehicle or the like is superimposed onto
each of the plural detection sections, noise is detected
from the detection sections not being employed. Using
the detected noise to correct the detection result from
the detection section being employed enables accurate
detection of a position of the visual recognition sections.
[0012] Note that as in a second aspect of the present
disclosure, the plural detection sections may include a
right-side up-down detection section that detects a vehi-
cle up-down direction position of one of the visual recog-
nition sections which is provided at a vehicle right side,
a right-side in-out detection section that detects a vehicle
in-out direction position of the visual recognition section
provided at the vehicle right side, a left-side up-down
detection section that detects a vehicle up-down direction
position of one of the visual recognition sections which
is provided at a vehicle left side, and a left-side in-out
detection section that detects a vehicle in-out direction
position of the visual recognition section provided at the
vehicle left side. In addition, when detecting a position of
the visual recognition sections using the right-side in-out
detection section, the correction section may detect noise
based on a detection result from the right-side up-down
detection section and correct a detection result from the
right-side in-out detection section, and when detecting a
position of the visual recognition sections using the left-
side in-out detection section, the correction section may
detect noise based on a detection result from the left-
side up-down detection section and correct a detection
result from the left-side in-out detection section.
[0013] Further, as in a third aspect of the present dis-
closure, the plural detection sections may include a right-
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side up-down detection section that detects a vehicle up-
down direction position of one of the visual recognition
sections which is provided at a vehicle right side, a right-
side in-out detection section that detects a vehicle in-out
direction position of the visual recognition section provid-
ed at the vehicle right side, a left-side up-down detection
section that detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of one of the visual recognition sections which is provided
at a vehicle left side, and a left-side in-out detection sec-
tion that detects a vehicle in-out direction position of the
visual recognition section provided at the vehicle left side.
In addition, when detecting a position of the visual rec-
ognition section provided at the right side, the correction
section may detect noise based on at least one of the
left-side up-down detection section or the left-side in-out
detection section and correct a detection result from the
detection section detecting the position of the visual rec-
ognition section provided at the right side, and when de-
tecting a position of the visual recognition section provid-
ed at the left side, the correction section may detect noise
based on at least one of the right-side up-down detection
section or the right-side in-out detection section and cor-
rect a detection result from the detection section detect-
ing the position of the visual recognition section provided
at the left side.
[0014] Further, as in a fourth aspect of the present dis-
closure, to correct a detection result of the detection sec-
tion being employed, the correction section may subtract
a detection result from the detection sections not being
employed from the detection result from the detection
section being employed in cases in which fluctuation is
present in detection results from the detection sections
not being employed, increase a number of samples of a
moving average of detection results from the detection
section being employed in cases in which fluctuation is
present in detection results from the detection sections
not being employed, or detect a noise frequency in a
detection result from the detection sections not being em-
ployed, and remove a detected frequency component
from the detection result of the detection section being
employed.
[0015] Further, as in a fifth aspect of the present dis-
closure, the vehicular visual recognition control device
may further include a change section, a controller, and
a prediction section. The change section changes the
position of the visual recognition sections. The controller,
in cases in which a predetermined condition for changing
the position of one of the visual recognition sections has
been satisfied, controls the change section so as to
change the position of the one of the visual recognition
sections to a predetermined target position based on a
detection result from the detection sections. The predic-
tion section, in cases in which noise detected by the cor-
rection section is a specific value or greater, predicts an
arrival time at the target position and predicts a position
of the visual recognition section based on the predicted
arrival time without the correction section performing a
correction.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0016] The present invention as described above has
the advantageous effect of enabling the effect of noise
to be suppressed so as to accurately detect a position of
a visual recognition section without providing a dedicated
noise-detecting sensor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0017]

Fig. 1 is an external view of a vehicle door mirror
device subject to control by a door mirror control de-
vice according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 2 is a cross-section (cross-section taken along
line 2-2 in Fig. 1) of relevant portions of a vehicle
door mirror device as viewed from above in a vehicle
up-down direction (from above a vehicle).
Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating configuration of
a control system of a vehicle door mirror control de-
vice according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 4 is a diagram to explain turning-coordinated
mirror control.
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating a manner in which a
region of a visual recognition range is changed ac-
cording to a turning amount.
Fig. 6 is a functional block diagram illustrating func-
tionality of an ECU to correct sensor detection val-
ues.
Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a flow
of processing performed by an ECU of a vehicle door
mirror control device according to an exemplary em-
bodiment.
Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of mirror surface
position detection processing performed by an ECU
12 when detecting the position of a mirror surface in
a vehicle door mirror control device according to an
exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a modified example
of a flow of mirror surface position detection process-
ing performed by an ECU when detecting the posi-
tion of a mirror surface in a vehicle door mirror control
device according to an exemplary embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0018] Detailed description follows regarding an exam-
ple of an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
with reference to the drawings. Note that the following is
a description of a vehicle door mirror control device,
which serves as an example of a vehicular visual recog-
nition control device of the present invention. Fig. 1 is an
external view of a vehicle door mirror device subject to
control by a door mirror control device according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 2
is a cross-section (cross-section taken along line 2-2 in
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Fig. 1) of relevant portions of a vehicle door mirror device
as viewed from above in a vehicle up-down direction
(from above a vehicle). Note that in the drawings, arrow
FR indicates the front of the vehicle, arrow OUT indicates
a vehicle width direction outside (vehicle left side), and
arrow UP indicates upward.
[0019] A vehicle door mirror device 30 is installed at a
front end outer side of an up-down direction intermediate
portion of a door (front door) of a vehicle.
[0020] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the vehicle door mirror
device 30 includes a visor 32 having a substantially cuboi-
dal-container shape and serving as an outer peripheral
member. A vehicle width direction inside portion of the
visor 32 is supported by the door (vehicle body side),
thus installing the vehicle door mirror device 30 to the
door. The inside of the visor 32 is open toward the vehicle
rear side.
[0021] A substantially rectangular plate shaped mirror
34 is provided inside the visor 32. The mirror 34 is dis-
posed in the open portion of the visor 32. A mirror body
36 (specular body) is provided at a vehicle rear side por-
tion of the mirror 34, and a vehicle rear side face of a
reflective film configures a mirror surface 36A of the mir-
ror body 36. Namely, vehicle surroundings can be
checked using the mirror surface 36A, which serves as
a visual recognition section. The vehicle front side and
outer periphery of the mirror body 36 is covered by a
mirror holder 38 (mirror holder outer).
[0022] As illustrated in Fig. 2, an electric mirror surface
adjuster unit 40 is provided inside the visor 32.
[0023] A substantially hemispherical container shaped
case 42 is provided at a vehicle front side portion of the
mirror surface adjuster unit 40. The inside of the case 42
is open on the vehicle rear side. The case 42 is supported
by the visor 32, and the mirror surface adjuster unit 40
is thereby supported by the visor 32.
[0024] A tilting body 44 (mirror holder inner) is provided
at a vehicle rear side portion of the mirror surface adjuster
unit 40. The tilting body 44 is retained on the case 42
such that the tilting body 44 is capable of tilting (swinging,
pivoting). A substantially cylindrical shaped slide tube
44A is provided on the tilting body 44. The slide tube 44A
becomes gradually smaller in diameter on progression
toward the vehicle front side, and is slidable against a
peripheral wall of the case 42. A substantially circular
disk shaped mounting plate 44B is integrally provided at
the vehicle rear side end of the slide tube 44A. The mirror
holder 38 of the mirror 34 is detachably mounted at the
vehicle rear side of the mounting plate 44B. The mirror
34 is thereby able to tilt with respect to the case 42, as
a single unit together with the tilting body 44, about a
center of gravity position (face center position of the mir-
ror surface 36A).
[0025] An up-down motor (not illustrated in the draw-
ings) and an in-out motor 22, serving as a change section,
are fixed inside the case 42. A rod shaped up-down rod
(not illustrated in the drawings) and an in-out rod 48 are
connected to the up-down motor and the in-out motor 22,

respectively, through a gear mechanism 50, serving as
a mechanical mechanism. The up-down rod and the in-
out rod 48 are retained so as to be capable of sliding
(moving) in a vehicle front-rear direction (axial direction)
inside the case 42. The leading end (vehicle rear side
end) of the up-down rod is pivotally retained on the
mounting plate 44B below (or alternatively above) the
center of gravity position of the mirror 34. The leading
end (vehicle rear side end) of the in-out rod 48 is pivotally
retained on the mounting plate 44B at the vehicle width
direction outside (or alternatively at the vehicle width di-
rection inside) of the center of gravity position of the mirror
34.
[0026] The up-down motor and the in-out motor 22 are
electrically connected to an ECU 12 (mirror ECU), serv-
ing as a controller, through a mirror surface driver 20.
The ECU 12 is provided inside the visor 32 or on the
vehicle body side, and an adjustment operation device
27 is electrically connected to the ECU 12. When the
adjustment operation device 27 is operated by a vehicle
occupant (in particular by the driver), the mirror surface
adjuster unit 40 is actuated by control from the ECU 12,
and the up-down rod and the in-out rod 48 are slid in the
vehicle front-rear direction by driving the up-down motor
and the in-out motor 22, tilting the tilting body 44 and the
mirror 34 with respect to the case 42. Thereby, the tilt
position of the mirror 34 is adjusted, and the angle of the
mirror surface 36A of the mirror 34 (the direction the mir-
ror surface 36A faces) is adjusted.
[0027] When the up-down rod is slid toward the vehicle
rear, the tilting body 44 and the mirror 34 are tilted up (in
an upward facing direction), and the mirror surface 36A
of the mirror 34 is tilted in an upward facing direction.
When the up-down rod is slid toward the vehicle front,
the tilting body 44 and the mirror 34 are tilted down (in a
downward facing direction), and the mirror surface 36A
of the mirror 34 is tilted in a downward facing direction.
When the in-out rod 48 is slid toward the vehicle front,
the tilting body 44 and the mirror 34 are tilted out (in an
outward facing direction), and the mirror surface 36A of
the mirror 34 is tilted in an outward facing direction of the
vehicle width direction. When the in-out rod 48 is slid
toward the vehicle rear, the tilting body 44 and the mirror
34 are tilted inward (in an inward facing direction), and
the mirror surface 36A of the mirror 34 is tilted in an inward
facing direction of the vehicle width direction.
[0028] As illustrated in Fig. 2, an up-down sensor 26
and an in-out sensor 24, serving as plural detection sec-
tions, are provided at the case 42. The up-down sensor
26 and the in-out sensor 24 are each electrically con-
nected to the ECU 12. A substantially cuboidal-box
shaped housing 25 is provided at each of the up-down
sensor 26 and the in-out sensor 24. The up-down sensor
26 and the in-out sensor 24 are fixed to the case 42 by
the housing 25 being fixed to the outside of the bottom
wall of the case 42.
[0029] Rod shaped detection rods 46 are provided in
the housing 25 so as to be slidable in the vehicle front-
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rear direction (axial direction). The detection rods 46
project out from the housing 25 toward the vehicle rear
side and are biased toward the vehicle rear side. The
detection rods 46 are inserted into the case 42 so as to
penetrate through the bottom wall of the case 42. The
detection rods 46 of the up-down sensor 26 and the in-
out sensor 24 are coaxially disposed at the vehicle front
side of the up-down rod and the in-out rod 48, respec-
tively. Due to biasing force, the leading ends (vehicle rear
side ends) of the detection rods 46 of the up-down sensor
26 and the in-out sensor 24 make contact with the base
ends (vehicle front side ends) of the up-down rod and
the in-out rod 48, respectively. The detection rods 46 of
the up-down sensor 26 and the in-out sensor 24 are al-
ways capable of sliding in the vehicle front-rear direction
as single bodies together with the up-down rod and the
in-out rod 48, respectively. Thus, by the up-down sensor
26 and the in-out sensor 24 detecting the slide position
of the respective detection rods 46 in the vehicle front-
rear direction, the up-down sensor 26 and the in-out sen-
sor 24 detect the respective slide positions of the up-
down rod and the in-out rod 48 in the vehicle front-rear
direction, thereby detecting the tilt position of the mirror
34 in the up-down direction and the in-out direction. Spe-
cifically, the up-down sensor 26 and the in-out sensor 24
are each equipped with a sliding resistance R, and the
tilt position of the mirror 34 in the up-down direction and
the in-out direction is detected by the ECU 12 detecting
the resistance values of the sliding resistances R as they
change due to movement of the detection rods 46. Note
that although the present exemplary embodiment is ex-
plained using an example of sensors employing sliding
resistance, the sensors are not limited thereto, and, for
example, application may be made using optical sensors.
[0030] Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating configura-
tion of a control system of a vehicle door mirror control
device 10 according to the present exemplary embodi-
ment.
[0031] The vehicle door mirror control device 10 is
equipped with the ECU 12, as described above. The ECU
12 is configured by a microcomputer in which a CPU 12A,
ROM 12B, RAM 12C, and an input/output interface (I/O)
12D, are connected together through a bus 12E.
[0032] A turning-coordinated mirror control program,
described later, and various data, such as various tables,
numerical formulae, and the like are stored in the ROM
12B. Control to move the mirror surface 36A of the mirror
34 in coordination with turning is performed by expanding
the program stored in the ROM 12B into the RAM 12C,
and by executing the expanded program using the CPU
12A. Note that in addition to the turning-coordinated mir-
ror control program, programs such as one for performing
mirror surface position detection processing and the like,
described later, are also stored as programs stored in
the ROM 12B.
[0033] A vehicle speed sensor 14, turning switches 16,
and a steering angle sensor 18 are connected to the I/O
12D as detection sections. Moreover, a right-side mirror

surface driver 20R, a left-side mirror surface driver 20L,
a right-side in-out sensor 24R, a left-side in-out sensor
24L, a right-side up-down sensor 26R, a left-side up-
down sensor 26L, and the adjustment operation device
27 described above are also connected to the I/O 12D.
[0034] The vehicle speed sensor 14 detects the trav-
elling speed of the vehicle (referred to as the vehicle
speed below), and inputs the detection results to the ECU
12.
[0035] The turning switches 16 are switches to instruct
illumination of turn signals, and instructions to illuminate
the left and right turn signals are input to the ECU 12.
The ECU 12 is thereby able to determine an intention of
an occupant to turn, based on the signals from the turning
switches 16.
[0036] The steering angle sensor 18 detects the steer-
ing angle of the steering wheel (referred to as the steering
angle below), and inputs the steering angle detection re-
sults to the ECU 12.
[0037] A right-side up-down motor 23R and a right-side
in-out motor 22R are connected to the right-side mirror
surface driver 20R, and the right-side up-down motor 23R
and the right-side in-out motor 22R are driven according
to instructions from the ECU 12. A left-side up-down mo-
tor 23L and a left-side in-out motor 22L are connected to
the left-side mirror surface driver 20L, and the left-side
up-down motor 23L and the left-side in-out motor 22L are
driven according to instructions from the ECU 12.
[0038] The right-side in-out sensor 24R detects the tilt
position of a right-side mirror 34 in the in-out direction,
and the left-side in-out sensor 24L detects the tilt position
of a left-side mirror 34 in the in-out direction. The detec-
tion results thereof are each input to the ECU 12. The
right-side up-down sensor 26R detects the tilt position of
the right-side mirror 34 in the up-down direction, the left-
side up-down sensor 26L detects the tilt position of the
left-side mirror 34 in the up-down direction. The detection
results thereof are each input to the ECU 12. Specifically,
the in-out sensor 24 and the up-down sensor 26 input
the ECU 12 with voltage detection results corresponding
to the resistance values of the sliding resistances R.
Namely, due to the resistance values of the sliding re-
sistances R changing according to the tilt position of the
mirror 34, the tilt position of the mirror 34 is detected by
the ECU 12 detecting, as the detection results, the re-
sistance values of the sliding resistances R from the volt-
age.
[0039] Explanation follows regarding the turning-coor-
dinated mirror control performed in the vehicle door mir-
ror control device 10 according to the present exemplary
embodiment. Fig. 4 is a diagram to explain the turning-
coordinated mirror control.
[0040] The turning-coordinated mirror control is per-
formed by the ECU 12 executing the turning-coordinated
mirror control program stored in the ROM 12B.
[0041] When performing a turn, such as a right turn or
a left turn, the occupant checks the vehicle door mirror
device 30 to check for interaction with a bicycle or the
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like. However, upon starting to turn, the range of vehicle
surroundings that the occupant can visually recognize in
the vehicle door mirror device 30 moves away from a
region in which the subject to check for interaction with,
such as a bicycle, is present as the vehicle turns.
[0042] Due to the checking subject thus moving out
from the visual recognition range during vehicle turning,
in the turning-coordinated mirror control, control is per-
formed to tilt the mirror surface 36A of the mirror 34 in
coordination with the vehicle turning so as to change the
visual recognition range.
[0043] More specifically, in a normal state, such as a
state of straight-ahead travel, as illustrated in Fig. 4, a
region A of a visual recognition range is at a position for
visual recognition that has been pre-set by the occupant.
Then when turning, the turning amount is detected from
the detection results from of vehicle speed sensor 14 and
the steering angle sensor 18. The ECU 12 then controls
driving of the in-out motor 22 so as to tilt the mirror surface
36A according to the detected turning amount, and to
move the region A of the visual recognition range toward
the direction of the broken line in Fig. 4. Thereby, as
illustrated in Fig. 5, the visual recognition range is
changed from a region A0, to regions A1, A2 according
to the turning amount, enabling checking for interaction
to be reliably performed during turning.
[0044] The conditions for changing the visual recogni-
tion range under the turning-coordinated mirror control
may, for example, be when one of the turning switches
16 is ON, the vehicle speed is a predetermined threshold
value or lower, and the steering angle is a predetermined
threshold value or greater; however there is no limitation
thereto. For example, detection results or the like from
other sensors, such as an acceleration sensor or the like,
may be employed as a condition for changing the visual
recognition range.
[0045] Note that tilting of the mirror surface 36A ac-
cording to the turning amount is controlled by pre-storing
movement amounts of the mirror surface 36A associated
with turning amounts in the ECU 12, and reading the
movement amount corresponding to the turning amount.
[0046] In the turning-coordinated mirror control of the
present exemplary embodiment, the in-out sensor 24 de-
tects the position of the mirror surface for control of the
mirror surface position, and it may be that noise is su-
perimposed on the sensor detection values of the in-out
sensor 24. For example, noise such as from running vi-
brations in the vehicle, or electrical noise from the motor
or the like, may be superimposed thereon.
[0047] In the present exemplary embodiment, the ECU
12 is equipped with functionality to remove noise and
correct detection values from the sensors. Fig. 6 is a func-
tional block diagram illustrating the functionality of the
ECU 12 to correct detection values from sensors.
[0048] The ECU 12 is equipped with the functionality
of a noise correction section 62, serving as a correction
section; a target arrival time prediction section 64, serving
as a prediction section; and a mirror surface position de-

tection section 60. Each of the functions of the ECU 12
may be functionality executed by a program, or may be
functionality performed by hardware.
[0049] The noise correction section 62 acquires a de-
tection value from each of the in-out sensor 24 and the
up-down sensor 26, and using a detection value from a
sensor not employed in turning-coordinated mirror con-
trol, corrects noise in the detection values from sensors
employed in the turning-coordinated mirror control. Any
of the sensors other than the in-out sensor 24 employed
in the turning-coordinated mirror control may, for exam-
ple, be applied as the sensor not employed in turning-
coordinated mirror control. Alternatively, of the left and
right up-down sensors 26, the up-down sensor 26 on the
side where turning-coordinated mirror control is being
performed may be applied. Alternatively, at least one of
the in-out sensor 24 or the up-down sensor 26 on the
side where turning-coordinated mirror control is not being
performed may be applied. As the noise correction meth-
od, for example, noise is corrected by subtracting a de-
tection value from a sensor not employed in turning-co-
ordinated mirror control from the sensor detection value
employed in turning-coordinated mirror control. Alterna-
tively, in cases in which detection values from a sensor
are computed using a moving average, noise may be
corrected by increasing the number of samples in the
moving average (for example, changing from three av-
erages to six averages) when noise is detected by the
sensor not employed in turning-coordinated mirror con-
trol. Alternatively, noise may be corrected by computing
the frequency of a noise component in a detection value
from a sensor not employed in turning-coordinated mirror
control and removing this frequency.
[0050] The target arrival time prediction section 64 pre-
dicts the arrival time at a target position based on a dis-
tance from the mirror surface position detected by the
mirror surface position detection section 52 to the target
position, and on the operating speed of the in-out motor
22. In the present exemplary embodiment, for example,
in cases in which the magnitude of noise is of a specific
value or greater, the mirror surface position is predicted
from a time predicted by the target arrival time prediction
section 64 without relying on a detection value from a
sensor.
[0051] The mirror surface position detection section 52
detects the mirror surface position by detecting the re-
sistance values of the sliding resistances R as the de-
tection results of the in-out sensor 24 and the up-down
sensor 26. Namely, the mirror surface position is detect-
ed from the resistance values by pre-storing mirror sur-
face positions in association with resistance values of
the sliding resistances.
[0052] Next, explanation follows regarding specific
processing performed by the ECU 12 of the vehicle door
mirror control device 10 according to the present exem-
plary embodiment configured as described above. Fig.
7 is a flowchart illustrating an example of flow of process-
ing performed by the ECU 12 of the vehicle door mirror
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control device 10 according to the present exemplary em-
bodiment. Note that an example will be explained in which
the processing of Fig. 7 is, for example, started when an
ignition switch, not illustrated in the drawings, has been
switched ON.
[0053] First, at step 100, the ECU 12 checks the oper-
ation state of the turning switches 16, and then process-
ing transitions to step 102.
[0054] At step 102, the ECU 12 determines whether or
not one of the turning switches 16 have been switched
ON. Processing transitions to step 104 in cases in which
determination is affirmative, and processing transitions
to step 112 in cases in which determination is negative.
[0055] At step 104, the ECU 12 acquires a detection
result from the steering angle sensor 18, and processing
transitions to step 106.
[0056] At step 106, the ECU 12 acquires a detection
result from the vehicle speed sensor 14, and processing
transitions to step 108.
[0057] At step 108, the ECU 12 determines whether or
not a mirror coordination condition has been satisfied
based on the acquired detection results from both the
steering angle sensor 18 and the vehicle speed sensor
14. Namely, the ECU 12 determines whether or not the
vehicle speed is a predetermined coordination threshold
value or lower, and whether or not the steering angle is
a predetermined coordination threshold value steering
angle β or greater. Processing transitions to step 110 in
cases in which determination is affirmative, and process-
ing transitions to step 112 in cases in which determination
is negative.
[0058] At step 110, the ECU 12 performs mirror coor-
dination processing, and processing transitions to step
112. In the mirror coordination processing, for example,
the ECU 12 finds the turning amount from the detection
results of the steering angle sensor 18 and the vehicle
speed sensor 14, and controls driving of the in-out motor
22 so as to move the mirror surface 36A to a predeter-
mined position according to the turning amount. Specif-
ically, this control is control such that the greater the turn-
ing amount, the more the mirror surface 36A is moved
toward the outside to enable visual recognition of a region
at the outside. The movement of the mirror surface 36A
stops at a predetermined target position.
[0059] At step 112, the ECU 12 determines whether or
not the ignition switch has been switched OFF. Process-
ing returns to step 100 and the above processing is re-
peated in cases in which determination is negative, and
the processing routine is ended in cases in which deter-
mination is affirmative.
[0060] Explanation follows regarding mirror surface
position detection processing performed by the ECU 12
when detecting a mirror surface position in the mirror
coordination processing and the like performed at step
110 described above. Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a
flow of mirror surface position detection processing per-
formed by the ECU 12 when detecting a mirror surface
position in the vehicle door mirror control device accord-

ing to the present exemplary embodiment. Note that the
processing of Fig. 8 begins when detecting a mirror sur-
face position.
[0061] When movement of the mirror surface 36A be-
gins, at step 200, the noise correction section 62 acquires
respective detection values from the in-out sensor 24 and
the up-down sensor 26, and processing transitions to
step 202.
[0062] At step 202, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not noise is present. For this deter-
mination, for example, the noise correction section 62
determines whether or not fluctuation is present in de-
tection values from a sensor not employed in the turning-
coordinated mirror control, and processing transitions to
step 204 in cases in which determination is negative, and
processing transitions to step 206 in cases in which de-
termination is affirmative.
[0063] At step 204, the mirror surface position detec-
tion section 60 detects the mirror surface position based
on the sensor detection values, and processing transi-
tions to step 212.
[0064] At step 206, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not noise of a specific value or great-
er is present. Processing transitions to step 208 in cases
in which determination is affirmative, and processing
transitions to step 210 in cases in which determination
is negative. Note that the specific value is a value that
has been determined in advance at which sensor detec-
tion values are considered to be unreliable.
[0065] At step 208, the mirror surface position detec-
tion section 60 detects a mirror surface position based
on a target arrival time computed by the target arrival
time prediction section 64, and processing transitions to
step 212. Namely, in cases in which noise is of the specific
value or greater, a mirror surface position is predicted
using a time predicted by the target arrival time prediction
section 64 without relying on a detection value from a
sensor. Note that in the present exemplary embodiment,
in cases in which noise is of the specific value or greater,
movement of the mirror surface 36A stops when the time
predicted by the target arrival time prediction section 64
has been reached.
[0066] At step 210, the noise correction section 62 cor-
rects the sensor detection value to detect the mirror sur-
face position, and processing transitions to step 212. As
the correction of the sensor detection value, for example,
the noise correction section 62 may make the correction
by subtracting the detected noise component from the
detection value from the sensor employed in the turning-
coordinated mirror control. Alternatively, the correction
may be made by computing the frequency of a noise
component and removing this frequency component. Al-
ternatively, the sensor detection value may be computed
using a moving average of detection values, and may be
corrected by increasing the number of samples in the
moving average (for example, changing from three av-
erages to six averages).
[0067] At step 212, the ECU 12 determines whether or

11 12 



EP 3 345 790 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

not to end the mirror surface position detection. For this
determination, for example, the ECU 12 makes a deter-
mination as to whether or not a condition that the mirror
coordination processing of step 110 is ended has been
satisfied, and processing returns to step 200 and repeats
in cases in which determination is negative, and the mir-
ror surface position detection processing is ended when
determination becomes affirmative.
[0068] In this manner, in the present exemplary em-
bodiment, when performing turning-coordinated mirror
control, correcting a detection value from a sensor de-
tecting a mirror surface position using a detection value
from a sensor not employed in the detection of the mirror
surface position enables the reduction of noise due to
vibration and of electrical noise. Further, controlling the
mirror surface position with reduced noise enables the
most appropriate field of view to be secured.
[0069] Further, in cases in which noise is of the specific
value or greater, since a mirror surface position is detect-
ed using a target arrival time and without using a detec-
tion value from a sensor, erroneous detection of a mirror
surface position due to the noise can be prevented. Fur-
ther, since mirror surface position detection using a sen-
sor is reverted to in cases in which the amount of noise
has decreased, position detection using a sensor be-
comes possible.
[0070] Explanation follows regarding a modified exam-
ple of the mirror surface position detection processing
described above. Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a mod-
ified example of a flow of mirror surface position detection
processing performed by the ECU 12 when detecting a
mirror surface position in a vehicle door mirror control
device according to the present exemplary embodiment.
Note that the processing of Fig. 9 begins when detecting
a mirror surface position.
[0071] When movement of the mirror surface 36A be-
gins, at step 300, the noise correction section 62 acquires
respective detection values from the in-out sensor 24 and
the up-down sensor 26, and processing transitions to
step 302.
[0072] At step 302, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not noise is present. For this deter-
mination, for example, the noise correction section 62
determines whether or not fluctuation is present in de-
tection values from a sensor not employed in the turning-
coordinated mirror control, and processing transitions to
step 304 in cases in which determination is negative, and
processing transitions to step 306 in cases in which de-
termination is affirmative.
[0073] At step 304, the mirror surface position detec-
tion section 60 detects the mirror surface position based
on the sensor detection values, and processing transi-
tions to step 318.
[0074] At step 306, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not noise of a specific value or great-
er is present. Processing transitions to step 308 in cases
in which determination is affirmative, and processing
transitions to step 310 in cases in which determination

is negative. Note that the specific value is a value that
has been determined in advance at which sensor detec-
tion values are considered to be unreliable.
[0075] At step 308, the mirror surface position detec-
tion section 60 detects a mirror surface position based
on a target arrival time computed by the target arrival
time prediction section 64, and processing transitions to
step 318. Namely, in cases in which noise is of the specific
value or greater, a mirror surface position is predicted
using a time predicted by the target arrival time prediction
section 64 without relying on a detection value from a
sensor. Note that in the present exemplary embodiment,
in cases in which noise is of the specific value or greater,
movement of the mirror surface 36A stops when the time
predicted by the target arrival time prediction section 64
has been reached.
[0076] At step 310, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not the detected noise is mechanical
noise. For this determination, for example, in cases in
which similar noise is present in all the sensors not em-
ployed in the turning-coordinated mirror control, it is con-
ceivable that the noise is mechanical noise due to vibra-
tion or the like. Therefore, the noise correction section
62 determines whether or not similar noise is present in
all the sensors not employed in the turning-coordinated
mirror control. Processing transitions to step 312 in cases
in which determination is affirmative, and processing
transitions to step 314 in cases in which determination
is negative. Note that the method of determining whether
or not noise is mechanical noise is not limited to that
described above, and determination may be made using
other methods.
[0077] At step 312, the noise correction section 62 cor-
rects the detection value by increasing the number of
samples in a moving average of detection values from
the sensor (for example, changing from three averages
to six averages), the mirror surface position detection
section 60 detects the mirror surface position based on
the corrected detection value, and then processing tran-
sitions to step 318. Thereby, sudden noise, such as me-
chanical noise, is able to be suppressed.
[0078] At step 314, the noise correction section 62 de-
termines whether or not the detected noise is electrical
noise. For this determination, for example, in cases in
which electrical noise from a motor or the like is present
during turning-coordinated mirror control, when, of the
sensors not employed in the turning-coordinated mirror
control, noise is present in the up-down sensor 26 on the
same side (on the side where turning-coordinated mirror
control is being performed), it is conceivable that the
noise is electrical noise from a motor or the like. There-
fore, the noise correction section 62 determines whether
or not, of the sensors not employed in the turning-coor-
dinated mirror control, noise is superimposed only on the
up-down sensor 26 on the same side. Processing tran-
sitions to step 312 mentioned above in cases in which
determination is negative, namely in cases in which there
is a mixture of mechanical noise and electrical noise, and
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processing transitions to step 316 in cases in which de-
termination is affirmative. Note that the method of deter-
mining whether or not noise is electrical noise is not lim-
ited to that described above, and determination may be
made using other methods.
[0079] At step 316, the noise correction section 62 sub-
tracts the detection value from the up-down sensor 26
from the detection value from the in-out sensor 24 to re-
move the noise, the mirror surface position detection sec-
tion 60 detects the mirror surface position based on the
detection value from which noise has been removed, and
then processing transitions to step 318. Thereby, elec-
trical noise is able to be removed.
[0080] At step 318, the ECU 12 determines whether or
not to end the mirror surface position detection process-
ing. For this determination, for example, the ECU 12
makes a determination as to whether or not a condition
that the mirror coordination processing of step 110 is end-
ed has been satisfied, and processing returns to step 300
and repeats in cases in which determination is negative,
and the mirror surface position detection processing is
ended when determination becomes affirmative.
[0081] Note that although in the above exemplary em-
bodiment, in cases in which noise is of the specific value
or greater, the mirror surface position is predicted using
a time predicted by the target arrival time prediction sec-
tion 64 without relying on a sensor value, there is no
limitation thereto. For example, configuration may be
such that the processing of steps 206, 208 in Fig. 8 and
steps 306, 308 in Fig. 9 is omitted.
[0082] Moreover, although the vehicle door mirror con-
trol device 10 is described as an example of the vehicular
visual recognition control device in the exemplary em-
bodiment described above, there is no limitation thereto.
For example, application may be made to a configuration
to control an internal rearview mirror or the like, instead
of the vehicle door mirror device 30. Alternatively, appli-
cation may be made to an imaging device such as a cam-
era, instead of the vehicle door mirror device 30, with the
imaging direction of the imaging device being driven in
coordination with turning.
[0083] Moreover, in the above exemplary embodiment
explanation has been given of a case in which conditions
for changing the visual recognition range are detection
of one of the turning switches 16 being ON, the vehicle
speed being a specific vehicle speed or lower, and that
steering angle being a specific steering angle or greater.
However, navigation information or the like from a navi-
gation unit may be included in the conditions for changing
the visual recognition range. Alternatively, the conditions
for changing may be detection of one of the turning
switches being ON and the vehicle speed being a specific
vehicle speed or lower, or may be detection of one of the
turning switches being ON and the steering angle being
a steering angle of a specific steering angle or greater.
[0084] Moreover, although in the above exemplary em-
bodiment explanation has been given of an example in
which the visual recognition range is changed in coordi-

nation with turning, there is no limitation thereto. For ex-
ample, application may be made to cases in which the
visual recognition range is changed in coordination with
reversing. Alternatively, application may be made to cas-
es involving movement to a predetermined mirror surface
position. Alternatively, application may be made to cases
in which the position of a visual recognition section con-
figured by a mirror surface is changed by operation of a
switch or the like while a mirror surface position is de-
tected.
[0085] Further, although in the above exemplary em-
bodiment explanation has been given of an example in
which one ECU 12 controls the left and right vehicle door
mirror devices 30, application may be made to cases in
which separate ECUs 12 are provided on the left and
right. In such cases, noise removal may not be possible
if detection values from respective sensors on the left
and right are not synchronized. Thus, in cases in which
noise is detected by a sensor on the opposite side to the
side where turning-coordinated mirror control is being
implemented, a noise correction method may be applied
in which noise detected by a sensor on one side is com-
municated to the other side, and the number of samples
of a moving average is changed.
[0086] The present invention is not limited to the above
description, and obviously, in addition to the above, var-
ious modifications may be implemented within a range
not departing from the spirit of the present invention.
[0087] The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Ap-
plication No. 2015-172304 filed on September 1, 2015
is incorporated by reference in the present specification.

Claims

1. A vehicular visual recognition control device com-
prising:

a plurality of detection sections that detect a po-
sition of visual recognition sections for visually
recognizing vehicle surroundings; and
a correction section that, when employing any
one of the plurality of detection sections to detect
a position of the visual recognition sections, de-
tects noise based on a detection result from the
detection sections not being employed from
among the plurality of detection sections and is
configured to correct a detection result from the
detection section being employed.

2. The vehicular visual recognition control device of
claim 1, wherein:

the plurality of detection sections include:

a right-side up-down detection section that
detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of one of the visual recognition sections
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which is provided at a vehicle right side,
a right-side in-out detection section that de-
tects a vehicle in-out direction position of
the visual recognition section provided at
the vehicle right side,
a left-side up-down detection section that
detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of one of the visual recognition sections
which is provided at a vehicle left side, and
a left-side in-out detection section that de-
tects a vehicle in-out direction position of
the visual recognition section provided at
the vehicle left side; and

the correction section, when detecting a position
of the visual recognition sections using the right-
side in-out detection section, detects noise
based on a detection result from the right-side
up-down detection section and corrects a detec-
tion result from the right-side in-out detection
section, and when detecting a position of the
visual recognition sections using the left-side in-
out detection section, detects noise based on a
detection result from the left-side up-down de-
tection section and corrects a detection result
from the left-side in-out detection section.

3. The vehicular visual recognition control device of
claim 1, wherein:

the plurality of detection sections include:

a right-side up-down detection section that
detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of one of the visual recognition sections
which is provided at a vehicle right side,
a right-side in-out detection section that de-
tects a vehicle in-out direction position of
the visual recognition section provided at
the vehicle right side,
a left-side up-down detection section that
detects a vehicle up-down direction position
of one of the visual recognition sections
which is provided at a vehicle left side, and
a left-side in-out detection section that de-
tects a vehicle in-out direction position of
the visual recognition section provided at
the vehicle left side; and

the correction section, when detecting a position
of the visual recognition section provided at the
right side, detects noise based on at least one
of the left-side up-down detection section or the
left-side in-out detection section and corrects a
detection result from the detection section de-
tecting the position of the visual recognition sec-
tion provided at the right side, and when detect-
ing a position of the visual recognition section

provided at the left side, detects noise based on
at least one of the right-side up-down detection
section or the right-side in-out detection section
and corrects a detection result from the detec-
tion section detecting the position of the visual
recognition section provided at the left side.

4. The vehicular visual recognition control device of any
one of claim 1 to claim 3, wherein:
to correct a detection result of the detection section
being employed, the correction section:

subtracts a detection result from the detection
sections not being employed, from the detection
result from the detection section being em-
ployed in cases in which fluctuation is present
in detection results from the detection sections
not being employed,
increases a number of samples of a moving av-
erage of detection results from the detection
section being employed in cases in which fluc-
tuation is present in detection results from the
detection sections not being employed, or
detects a noise frequency in a detection result
from the detection sections not being employed,
and removes a detected frequency component
from the detection result of the detection section
being employed.

5. The vehicular visual recognition control device of any
one of claim 1 to claim 4, further comprising:

a change section that changes the position of
the visual recognition sections;
a controller that, in cases in which a predeter-
mined condition for changing the position of one
of the visual recognition sections has been sat-
isfied, controls the change section so as to
change the position of the one of the visual rec-
ognition sections to a predetermined target po-
sition based on a detection result from the de-
tection sections; and
a prediction section that, in cases in which noise
detected by the correction section is a specific
value or greater, predicts an arrival time at the
target position and predicts a position of the vis-
ual recognition section based on the predicted
arrival time without the correction section per-
forming a correction.
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