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(54) ELECTRIC DRIVE SYSTEM FOR MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTOR VEHICLE USING SAME

(57) Provided are an electric drive system for a motor
vehicle and a motor vehicle using the electric drive sys-
tem. The electric drive system for a motor vehicle com-
prises: an inverter unit (100) configured to convert exter-
nally-supplied DC power to AC power; an electric motor
unit (300) configured to convert the power from the in-
verter unit (100) into mechanical rotation and output the
mechanical rotation from an output shaft (303); and a
gearbox unit (200) configured to decelerate the rotation
transmitted from an input shaft (202) and output the de-
celerated rotation. The electric motor unit (300), the gear-
box unit (200) and the inverter unit (100) have respective
independent enclosures. The electric motor unit (300),
the gearbox unit (200) and the inverter unit (100) are
detachably and mutually connected in an axial direction
along the input shaft (202) of the gearbox unit (200) with
the gearbox unit (200) positioned in between. The enclo-
sure of the inverter unit (100) has the minimum thickness

in the axial direction.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to an electric drive system
for motor vehicle, and in particular to a compact electric
drive system for motor vehicle which uses an electric
motor as a power output source, or for a hybrid electric
vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Due to the use of electrical energy as their pow-
er sources, electric vehicles or hybrid electric vehicles
have significant advantages in terms of emission reduc-
tion, energy saving or the like, as compared with conven-
tional vehicles which solely use gasoline or diesel oil as
power source. Therefore, in the current age of promoting
green environment protection, the electric vehicles or hy-
brid electric vehicles are gradually becoming the trend
of development in vehicle industry.
[0003] In the above drive systems using electrical en-
ergy as power source, an alternating current (AC) electric
motor (hereinafter referred to as an electric motor) is typ-
ically used as a power output source, from the viewpoints
of cost, structural complexity, maintenance convenience,
and work efficiency. However, an energy storage system
(a battery pack or the like) in an electric vehicle or a hybrid
electric vehicle outputs a direct current (DC). Therefore,
in order to drive the AC electric motor, it is required to
arrange an inverter between the energy storage system
and the AC electric motor for converting the DC power
into AC power and supply it to the electric motor. The
electric motor operates by using the AC power supplied
from the inverter as a power source. An output shaft of
the electric motor is connected to a gearbox, and the
rotation of the output shaft is provided to the wheels after
being decelerated by the gearbox so that the wheels can
rotate.
[0004] In order to ensure the output power of the in-
verter and the electric motor, their dimensions have to
be increased. This will lead to an increase of the overall
space occupied by the drive system, and conflicts with
the requirement of ensuring the passenger space in the
vehicle as much as possible. In particular, at the positions
where the rear wheels of the vehicle are located, since
there is no space like the front engine compartment for
arranging a large-sized electric drive system, such an
electric drive system cannot be configured for rear-wheel
driving, and the principle and arrangement of the drive
system have to be designed otherwise, causing an in-
crease of the cost.
[0005] In Patent Document 1, a compact electric drive
system arranged transversely is disclosed, which has an
inverter, a gearbox, and an electric motor that are linearly
arranged side by side in the direction of an input shaft of
the gearbox, thereby reducing a longitudinal height of the
electric drive system and saving a longitudinal space oc-

cupied by the electric drive system.
[0006] [Patent Document 1] US9030063 (B2)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] However, in the invention described in Patent
Document 1, when the inverter, the gearbox and the elec-
tric motor are arranged transversely, a transverse dimen-
sion of the electric drive system becomes too large, and
the requirement on the space for mounting vehicle axles
cannot be met in terms of space arrangement. In partic-
ular, for the rear axles for which the mounting space is
more limited, the electric drive system cannot be used
for rear-wheel driving, so a set of drive or power trans-
mission system for driving rear wheels is required to be
additionally developed and designed, thus leading to an
increase of cost in design, manufacture, maintenance or
the like.
[0008] In addition, in the invention described in Patent
Document 1, the electric drive system is integrated into
one piece and is enclosed in a single enclosure, which
results in that the inverter, the gearbox and the electric
motor cannot be tested, or repaired, or replaced sepa-
rately when the electric drive system is to be tested offline
or to be maintained at a later stage, resulting in an in-
crease of cost in test and maintenance.
[0009] The present application is developed in view of
the above problems existing in the prior art, and an object
of the present application is to provide an electric drive
system for vehicle, which has a transverse size that is
further reduced. In addition, another object of the present
application is to provide an electric drive system for ve-
hicle, which is both compact in structure and easy to test
and repair. In addition, further another object of the
present application is to provide an electric drive system
for vehicle, which improves the insulation protection of
the electrical connection between an inverter unit and an
electric motor unit. It should be noted herein that, the
above objects are merely examples of the technical ef-
fects of the present application, and there is no need to
achieve all these objects simultaneously by the applica-
tion.
[0010] An electric drive system for vehicle according
to a technical solution of the present application includes:
an inverter unit for converting DC power supplied from
outside into AC power; an electric motor unit for convert-
ing the AC power from the inverter unit into a mechanical
rotation and outputting the mechanical rotation from an
output shaft; and a gearbox unit for decelerating the ro-
tation transmitted from an input shaft and then outputting
the decelerated rotation. The electric motor unit, the gear-
box unit and the inverter unit have independent enclo-
sures respectively, and are fixedly connected to each
other in a detachable manner in such a way that the gear-
box unit is sandwiched by the electric motor unit and the
inverter unit in an axial direction of the input shaft of the
gearbox unit. The enclosure of the inverter unit has a
minimum thickness in the axial direction.
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[0011] The inverter unit may include one or more layers
of inverter circuit boards, and the inverter circuit boards
are arranged with their circuit board surfaces substan-
tially perpendicular to the axial direction.
[0012] The enclosure of the inverter unit may be of the
shape of a box which has a bottom face shape matching
with a projection shape of an outer contour of each of the
circuit boards inside the enclosure.
[0013] A partition plate may be provided in the gearbox
unit for partitioning the interior of the gearbox unit into a
gear transmission cavity and a dry cavity for insertion of
electric connection lines of the electric motor unit and the
inverter unit; and the dry cavity may include a docking
area for docking of the electric connection lines of the
electric motor unit and the inverter unit.
[0014] The electrical connection lines may have mul-
tiple groups of connection wires; an insulation block may
be provided in the docking area, and the insulation block
may be provided with insulation grids for insulating and
isolating the groups of connection wires of the electric
connection lines.
[0015] The electrical connection lines may be bus bars;
a bus bar of the electric motor unit and a bus bar of the
inverter unit may be stacked vertically at the docking ar-
ea, and are connected to each other in a detachable man-
ner.
[0016] The output shaft of the electric motor unit may
be a hollow shaft having internal splines, and the input
shaft of the gearbox unit is a shaft extending from the
enclosure of the gearbox unit and having external splines
at a front end; the input shaft of the gearbox unit is in-
serted into the output shaft of the electric motor unit, and
its external splines are cooperatively coupled with the
internal splines of the output shaft of the electric motor
unit so that the input shaft of the gearbox unit rotates with
the rotation of the output shaft of the electric motor unit.
[0017] Another solution of the present application is a
vehicle which uses above described electric drive system
for vehicle as a drive system for front wheels.
[0018] The vehicle may also use another set of the
same above described electric drive system for vehicle
as a drive system for rear wheels.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCOMPANYING 
DRAWINGS

[0019]

Figure 1 is a view schematically illustrating an elec-
tric drive system according to an embodiment of the
present invention that is equipped in an electric ve-
hicle, and related systems thereof.
Figure 2 is a view illustrating the electric drive system
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in which (a) of Figure 2 is a front view schemat-
ically illustrating an appearance of the electric drive
system after being assembled; and (b) of Figure 2
is a longitudinal sectional view schematically illus-

trating the electric drive system after being assem-
bled.
Figure 3 is a view schematically illustrating the con-
figuration of an insulation block according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention, and a mounting
position thereof, wherein (a) and (b) of Figure 3 are
respectively a left side view and a top view for illus-
trating the enclosure on the inverter side of the gear-
box unit shown in (a) of Figure 2 and the insulation
block assembled in the docking area thereof.
Figure 4 is a view illustrating mounting a PCB of an
internal circuit of the inverter disclosed by Patent
Document 1 which serves as a comparative exam-
ple.
Figure 5 is an exploded view schematically showing
a relationship of an electric motor unit, a gearbox
unit and an inverter unit according to an embodiment
of the present invention when they are being assem-
bled.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0020] In the following, embodiments of the present
invention will be described in detail based on the accom-
panying drawings. Identical or equivalent constituent el-
ements are denoted by identical reference signs in the
drawings, and a description thereof is appropriately omit-
ted.
[0021] Figure 1 is a view schematically illustrating an
electric drive system according to the present invention
that is equipped in an electric vehicle, and related sys-
tems thereof. In Figure 1, the electric vehicle is taken as
an example to show the arrangement of the electric drive
system according to the present embodiments and relat-
ed systems thereof, and the representations of other sys-
tems required by the electric vehicle are omitted. As
shown in Figure 1, an electric vehicle according to an
embodiment of the present invention includes an electric
drive system 10, a power control system 20, an energy
storage system 30, front wheel half-axles 40, and rear
wheel half-axles 50. The electric drive system 10 includes
an inverter unit 100, a gearbox unit 200, and an electric
motor unit 300 serving as an AC electric motor. The in-
verter unit 100 receives DC power from the energy stor-
age system 30 (which may be an on-board energy stor-
age power source or a battery pack such as a fuel battery
power source, etc.) so as to convert the DC power into
AC power under the power control of the power control
system 20 and provide the AC power to the electric motor
unit 300. A rotor in the electric motor unit 300 is rotated
under the action of the magnetic field generated by AC
power so as to convert the electrical energy into a me-
chanical rotation force, and the rotation force is output to
the gearbox unit 200 through an output shaft. The rotation
is decelerated through a cooperation of individual gear
mechanisms in the gearbox unit 200 and is output to the
half-axles of the wheels (front wheel half-axles 40 and
rear wheel half-axles 50) after being adjusted by differ-
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ential gears, thereby driving the wheels to rotate.
[0022] Figure 2 is a view illustrating the electric drive
system according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, in which (a) of Figure 2 is a front view schemat-
ically illustrating an appearance of the electric drive sys-
tem after being assembled; and (b) of Figure 2 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view schematically illustrating the
electric drive system after being assembled. Structural
features of the electric drive system according to this em-
bodiment is specifically described hereinafter with refer-
ence to Figure 2.
[0023] As shown in (a) and (b) of Figure 2, the electric
motor unit 300, the gearbox unit 200 and the inverter unit
100 have respective independent enclosures, and they
constitute independent units respectively. The electric
motor unit 300, the gearbox unit 200, and the inverter
unit 100 are transversely arranged in a straight line in the
direction of an input shaft 202 of the gearbox unit 200
(which is also the direction of an output shaft 303 of the
electric motor unit 300, hereinafter abbreviated as axial
direction). A flange connection surface 309 on the output
shaft side of the electric motor unit 300 is detachably
connected to a flange connection surface of an enclosure
210 on the electric motor side of the gearbox unit 200
through bolts, and a flange connection surface of an en-
closure 211 on the inverter side of the gearbox unit 200
is detachably connected to a flange connection surface
106 of the inverter unit 100 through bolts.
[0024] It should be noted that in this embodiment, the
electric motor unit 300, the gearbox unit 200 and the in-
verter unit 100 are mechanically connected to each other
in a detachable manner through bolt connection. How-
ever, other detachable mechanical or non-mechanical
connection methods such as snap-fit connection, hinge
connection or the like may also be used, and the con-
nection surfaces may not be flange surfaces as required.
Accordingly, the electric motor unit 300, the gearbox unit
200 and the inverter unit 100 may be conveniently de-
tached and mounted respectively as an entirety, which
facilitates test, maintenance and repair of individual units.
[0025] (b) of Figure 2 schematically illustrates main in-
ternal configurations of the electric motor unit 300, the
gearbox unit 200 and the inverter unit 100 respectively.
In addition, illustrations of a cooling system and specific
electronic circuit of the respective units are omitted in
Figure 2.

(Electric motor unit)

[0026] As shown in (b) of Figure 2, the electric motor
unit 300 includes a stator 301 fixed relative to the enclo-
sure, a rotor 302 rotated under the effect of a magnetic
field generated by energizing the stator 301, the output
shaft 303 which is fixed relative to the rotor 301 and ro-
tates integrally with the rotor 301, two sets of bearings
304 and 305 rotatably bearing the output shaft 303 re-
spectively at two ends of the output shaft 303, and bus
bars 307 electrically connected to the stator 301 for sup-

plying power to the electric motor unit 300. The output
shaft 303 is a hollow shaft, and internal splines 306 for
mating with external splines of the input shaft of the gear-
box unit 200 are provided at an inner side of the hollow
shaft.

(Gearbox unit)

[0027] As shown in (b) of Figure 2, a cavity defined by
the enclosure 210 on the electric motor side and the en-
closure 211 on the inverter side of the gearbox unit 200
is partitioned by a partition plate 212 inside the cavity into
a dry cavity 201 at an upper side of the drawing and a
sealed gear transmission cavity 213 at a lower side of
the drawing. No lubricating oil is filled in the dry cavity
201, and bus bar holes for insertion of the bus bars 307
of the electric motor unit 300 are formed in an end face,
close to the electric motor unit 300 side, of the dry cavity
201. In addition, above the partition plate 212, a groove
structure opening upwardly in the drawing is formed on
the enclosure 211 on the inverter side, and becomes a
docking area 214 where the bus bars 307 of the electric
motor unit 300 dock with bus bars 105 of the inverter unit
100. On the flange connection surface of the enclosure
211 on the inverter side of the gearbox unit 200, which
is connected with the inverter unit 100, a region corre-
sponding to the docking area 214 is formed with a bus
bar hole for insertion of bus bars 105 of the inverter unit
100. In addition, an insulation block 209 is fixed in the
docking area 214, and the bus bars 307 and the bus bars
105 arriving at the docking area 214 by insertion through
the individual bus bar holes are overlapped vertically on
the insulation block 209, and are fixed by bolts which
pass through bolt holes provided for docking at the over-
lapping positions of the bus bars 307 and the bus bars
105 respectively. In this way, the bus bars 307 of the
electric motor unit 300 are electrically connected with the
bus bars 105 of the inverter unit 100, and are fixed relative
to the enclosure 211 on the inverter side of the gearbox
unit 200. The specific configuration of the insulation block
209 will be described later in detail.
[0028] Provided in the gear transmission cavity 213 of
the gearbox unit 200 are: an input shaft 202 extending
outwards from the enclosure 210 on the electric motor
side of the gearbox unit 200 and having external splines
at a front end for mating with internal splines of the output
shaft of the electric motor unit 300; two sets of bearings
215 and 216 rotatably supporting the input shaft 202; a
pinion 203 meshing with the input shaft 202 and rotating
with the rotation of the input shaft 202; a large gear 204
meshing with the pinion 203 and rotating with the rotation
of the pinion 203; a differential gear set 205 mating with
the large gear 204; output half axles 215a and 215b serv-
ing as output of the differential gear set 205; and bearings
207a and 207b rotatably supporting the output half axles
215a and 215b respectively. Lubricating oil is filled in the
gear transmission cavity 213 so as to lubricate the gear
sets for rotation. In order to prevent the lubricating oil
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from leaking, an oil seal member 216 is provided at a
portion, protruding out from the enclosure 210 on the
electric motor side of the gearbox unit 200, of the input
shaft 202.
[0029] Since the lubricating oil is to be filled in the gear
transmission cavity of the gearbox unit 200, the function
of the oil seal member 216 for preventing the lubricating
oil from leaking is of particular importance. If such a con-
figuration is used in which the input shaft of the gearbox
unit 200 is the hollow shaft having internal splines and
the output shaft of the electric motor is inserted into the
gearbox unit 200 and coupled by the splines, the lubri-
cating oil seal member 216 may be damaged or have a
shortened service life due to numerous times of insertion
and pulling out or the like of the splined output shaft of
the electric motor in a test or maintenance process at a
later stage. However, no lubricating oil or the like is filled
in the electric motor unit 300, and therefore no oil seal
member is required. Thus, with this embodiment having
a configuration in which the input shaft 202 of the gearbox
unit 200 is a shaft extending out of the gearbox and having
external splines and the output shaft of the electric motor
unit 300 is a hollow shaft having internal splines, a situ-
ation of damage or service life reduction of the oil seal
member of the gearbox unit 200 in a test or maintenance
process at a later stage can be alleviated, thus allowing
a mating level of the oil seal member 216 and the input
shaft 202 to be maintained at a level when they are just
removed off the production line.
[0030] In addition, in this embodiment, for ease of de-
scription, the gearbox unit 200 is described by taking a
single-speed gearbox with a fixed teeth ratio as an ex-
ample; of course, a multi-speed gearbox or the like may
also be used.

(Insulation block)

[0031] Figure 3 is a view schematically illustrating the
configuration of the insulation block 209, and a mounting
position thereof, wherein (a) and (b) of Figure 3 are re-
spectively a left side view and a top view for illustrating
the enclosure 211 on the inverter side of the gearbox unit
200 shown in (a) of Figure 2 and the insulation block 209
assembled in the docking area 214 thereof.
[0032] As shown in (a) of Figure 3, a window 217 is
formed above the partition plate 212 of the enclosure 211
on the inverter side of the gearbox unit 200 for the bus
bars 307 of the electric motor unit 300 and the bus bars
105 of the inverter unit 100 to pass. That is, the window
217 axially extends through the enclosure 211 on the
inverter side of the gearbox unit 200. A groove space
enclosed by the window 217 and the partition plate 212
constitutes a docking area 214 for the bus bars 307 of
the electric motor unit 300 and the bus bars 105 of the
inverter unit 100. The insulation block 209 is arranged in
the docking area 214, and the insulation block 209 is
fixed to the enclosure 211 on the inverter side through
bolt connection. The insulation block 209 may be made

of various inorganic, organic or hybrid insulating materi-
als, as long as they have the insulation performance re-
quired by the design.
[0033] As shown in (a) of Figure 3, the insulation block
209 is provided with insulation grids 218 protruding up-
ward and extending in a running direction of the bus bars.
In this embodiment, the electric motor unit 300 and the
inverter unit 100 are each provided with three bus bars
made of cooper or other conductive materials for docking
with each other, so the insulation block 209 is provided
with a total of four insulation grids 218, and a docking
space for the bus bar 307 and bus bars 105 to overlap
with each other is formed between adjacent insulation
grids 218.
[0034] As shown in (b) of Figure 3, a bolt hole 219 for
fixing the bus bar 307 and the bus bar 105 by a bolt is
provided at each of the docking spaces. In a practical
assembling, the bus bars 307 and the corresponding bus
bars 105 are overlapped vertically in corresponding dock-
ing spaces of the insulation block so that the bolt holes
of the bus bars and the bolt holes of the corresponding
docking spaces are vertically aligned co-axially, and a
bolt is used to pass through the aligned bus bars 307 and
105 and is fixed to the bolt hole of the corresponding
docking space so that the three components can be fixed
relative to each other. Alternatively, the bolt hole of the
insulation block 209 may be a through hole, and a blind
bolt hole may be provided at a corresponding position of
the enclosure 211 on the inverter side to allow the bolt
to pass through the aligned bus bars 307 and 105 and
the bolt hole in the docking space, and then be fixed in
the corresponding blind bolt hole of the enclosure 211
on the inverter side, so that the bus bar 307, the bus bar
105, the insulation block 209 and the enclosure 211 on
the inverter side can be fixed relative to each other.
[0035] In the techniques disclosed in Patent Document
1, the inverter and the electric motor are also electrically
connected by bus bars, and each of the bus bars is made
of a conductive material having a length of 12m, a width
of 2cm and a thickness of 0.5cm for ensuring its rigidity.
Unlike this, in this embodiment, since the insulation block
209 is further provided at the docking area of the bus
bars 307 of the electric motor unit 300 and the bus bars
105 of the inverter unit 100, the insulation grids 218 of
the insulation block 209 can function as insulation mem-
bers for three individual sets of parallel extending bus
bars, and meanwhile the docking spaces formed be-
tween the insulation grids 218 further function as bearing
members for bearing the bus bars. Therefore, as com-
pared with the techniques disclosed in Patent Document
1, in the present embodiments, the requirements on ri-
gidity of the bus bars can be reduced, the material cost
can be saved, and a situation can be also effectively pre-
vented in which short circuit between the bus bars occurs
due to loosening of the bolts for docking the bus bars
caused by bumps or the like during a long term use and
a major fault of the electric drive system is caused ac-
cordingly.
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[0036] In addition, in the above description, the fixing
of the bus bars to the insulation block and/or the gearbox
enclosure is described by taking the bolt connection as
an example. The connection is not limited to the bolt con-
nection, and it may also be snap-fit connection, hinge
connection and other detachable mechanical or non-me-
chanical connection methods. Thereby, the various com-
ponents can be conveniently detached and mounted,
which facilitates the test, maintenance, and repair of the
components.

(Inverter unit)

[0037] The arrangement of the inverter unit according
to this embodiment and its internal printed circuit boards
is described below. In the invention, the inverter is a direct
current/alternating current (DC/AC) power converter,
which is used for converting the DC power supplied by
the energy storage system 30 into an AC power required
for driving the electric motor unit 300 (AC electric motor).
In the embodiment, the inverter unit 300 may be an active
inverter, a passive inverter and high performance DC/AC
power converters in various different combinations.
[0038] Before describing the arrangement of the PCBs
of the inverter circuit in the enclosure of the inverter unit
100 according to this embodiment and other related el-
ements, firstly, the arrangement of the PCBs of the inter-
nal circuit of the inverter in Patent Document 1 as a com-
parative example and its related elements is described
briefly with reference to Figure 4. Figure 4 corresponds
to Figure 8 of Patent Document 1, and illustrates the
mounting of the PCBs of the internal circuit of the inverter.
In Figure 4, a dotted box 400 schematically indicates the
enclosure of its inverter, reference numeral 401 indicates
a mounting base of the PCBs of the inverter circuit, ref-
erence numeral 402 indicates the mounting interface of
the PCBs of the inverter circuit, and reference numeral
403 indicates the PCBs of the inverter circuit. It is to be
noted that, in the techniques disclosed in Patent Docu-
ment 1, the inverter circuit has a total of three PCBs, and
only one of the three PCBs 403 is shown in Figure 4. The
three PCBs 403 are respectively inserted into mounting
interfaces 402 arranged on the mounting base integrally
formed with the gearbox, and the three PCBs are ar-
ranged in a triangular shape. As shown in Figure 4, the
PCBs 403 of the inverter circuit in the inverter of Patent
Document 1 are assembled in a direction parallel to the
input shaft of the gearbox (abbreviated as axial direction
hereinafter), and after the inverter enclosure is sleeved
over, the axial length of the inverter is certainly greater
than the axial length of the PCBs 403, thus resulting in
an excessive axial length of the inverter, and further caus-
ing an excessive overall axial length of the electric drive
system. Furthermore, the three PCBs 403 are arranged
in the triangular shape, whereas the inverter enclosure
400 is of a cylindrical shape, thus an unavailable space
between the PCBs and the enclosure 400 is too large,
which not only causes waste of the space, but also does

not facilitate the construction of protective measures for
damping the PCBs, or the like.
[0039] As shown in (b) of Figure 2, the inverter unit
according to an embodiment of the present invention
mainly includes two layers of inverter circuit PCBs 101
and 102, and various electronic elements for achieving
the function of the inverter are respectively mounted on
the PCBs 101 and 102. Since the components of the
inverter circuit and DC/AC conversion principle are not
inventive points of the present invention, various princi-
ples and components of existing inverter circuits can be
employed, and therefore a detail description thereof is
omitted. The two layers of PCBs 101, 102 are arranged
in a direction substantially perpendicular to the input shaft
direction (abbreviated as axial direction hereinafter) of
the gearbox unit 200, the PCB 101 close to the flange
connection surface 106 of the inverter unit 100 and the
enclosure of the inverter unit 100 as well as the PCBs
are fixed to each other via multiple axially extending fixing
posts 103. Thereby, the PCBs are fixed in a stacking
manner into the enclosure of the inverter unit 100. Of
course, the PCBs may not be connected and fixed to
each other, but are respectively fixed to the enclosure of
the inverter unit 100.
[0040] The enclosure of the inverter unit 100 is of the
shape of a box which has a bottom face shape matching
with the shape of a projection of the outer contour of the
PCBs in the enclosure. In this embodiment, since the
PCBs 101 and 102 are of a square shape, the enclosure
of the inverter unit 100 is a box having a cuboid shape.
[0041] The PCBs 101, 102 of the inverter circuit as-
sembled in the stacking manner have a total axial thick-
ness smaller than the length and width of the PCBs them-
selves. Thus, by arranging the PCBs and their related
elements in the inverter unit 100 in the above way, the
axial length of the inverter unit 100 can be shortened,
thus further shortening the overall axial length of the elec-
tric drive system. In addition, since the enclosure of the
inverter unit 100 is of the shape of a box which has a
bottom face shape matching with the shape of the pro-
jection of the outer contour of the PCBs in the enclosure,
the internal space of the enclosure after the PCBs are
assembled to the enclosure has a high utilization rate,
and effective circuit board protective measures are easy
to realize.
[0042] In addition, in the above embodiment, an exam-
ple is described in which two inverter circuit PCBs are
mounted in the inverter unit 100; however, the number
of PCBs is obviously not limited to this, and there may
also be only one PCB or more PCBs stacked, as long as
it is ensured that the enclosure of the inverter unit 100
has a minimum thickness in the axial direction among
the thicknesses in various directions.
[0043] Figure 5 is an exploded view schematically
showing a relationship of the electric motor unit 300, the
gearbox unit 200 and the inverter unit 100 according to
this embodiment when they are being assembled. As
shown in Figure 5, the electric motor unit 300, the gearbox
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unit 200 and the inverter unit 100 are arranged in an axial
direction (indicated by the single dot dashed line) of the
input shaft 202 of the gearbox unit 200. The input shaft
202 of the gearbox unit 200 extends from an input shaft
through hole of the enclosure 210 on the electric motor
side and then extends into the output shaft 303 which is
a hollow shaft of the electric motor unit 300, wherein the
external splines of the input shaft 202 are cooperatively
coupled with the internal splines in the output shaft 303
of the electric motor unit 300 so as to be rotated integrally
with the output shaft 303. Meanwhile, the bus bars 307
of the electric motor unit 300 extend into the dry cavity
of the gearbox unit 200, and after extending out of the
window above of the partition plate of the enclosure 211
on the inverter side of the gearbox unit 200, enter the
bus bar docking area 214 under the guidance of the in-
sulation grids of the insulation block 209. Moreover, the
flange connection surface of the inverter unit 100, which
is substantially in parallel with the plane where the invert-
er circuit PCBs are located inside the inverter unit 100,
is fixed to the enclosure 211 on the inverter side of the
gearbox unit 200 by bolts in the axial direction of the input
shaft 202 of the gearbox unit 200. Meanwhile, the bus
bars 105 of the inverter unit 100 extend from the window
of the enclosure 211 on the inverter side of the gearbox
unit 200 into the docking area 214 so as to be stacked
vertically with the bus bars 307 of the electric motor unit
300. Finally, the electric motor unit 300, the gearbox unit
200, the inverter unit 100 are fixed to each other by de-
tachable mechanical or non-mechanical connection
methods such as bolt connection or the like, thus consti-
tuting the electric drive system.
[0044] As compared with the transversely arranged
compact electric drive system in the prior art such as
Patent Document 1, the axial length of the compact elec-
tric drive system according to the present invention is
further shortened. Therefore, it can be not only config-
ured for front axles of a vehicle, but also can be configured
for rear axles of the vehicle and serve as the drive system.
As an example, a total axial length of the practical product
of the compact electric drive system based on Patent
Document 1 is approximately above 880cm, and cannot
meet the requirement on the mounting space for mount-
ing the electric drive system at the vehicle rear axles
where the assembling space is greatly limited. However,
the compact electric drive system according to the
present invention at least further shortens the axial length
of the inverter unit, and therefore can control the overall
axial length of the electric drive system to be approxi-
mately 700cm. Therefore, the electric drive system hav-
ing the same design can be not only mounted at the ve-
hicle front axles, but also can be mounted at the vehicle
rear axles, thereby achieving the four-wheel-drive re-
quirements of the vehicle with a simple design and struc-
ture.
[0045] Furthermore, since the gearbox unit of the
present application is provided with the dry cavity for in-
sertion of the electric connection lines of the electric mo-

tor unit and the inverter unit, the connection lines of the
electric drive system can be embedded into the enclo-
sure, thereby preventing the electric connection line from
being adversely affected by the external muddy water or
the internal lubricating oil, and meanwhile, the electric
drive system is made more concise as a whole, the in-
terference from external wirings is reduced, and the in-
sulation performance is ensured.
[0046] In addition, since the insulation block having the
insulation grids are further provided at the docking area
of the electric connection lines of the electric motor unit
and the inverter unit according to the present application,
the insulation performance between the electric connec-
tion lines can be increased. Furthermore, since the iso-
lation effect of the insulation grids, it is not required for
the electric connection lines to use the bus bars having
a large thickness for ensuring the rigidity as the tech-
niques disclosed in Patent Document 1, and the bus bars
having a small thickness and a low rigidity can be em-
ployed, or a conductive material having a high conduc-
tivity and a low rigidity of itself can be used, thus increas-
ing the freedom for design and material selection. Alter-
natively, a conventional harness with flexibility can be
also used as an electric connection line; however, as
compared with the conventional drive system which uses
a harness to connect the inverter and the electric motor,
the arrangement of the electric drive system according
to the present application can shorten the connection har-
ness, thereby significantly simplifying the system design,
and greatly reducing the weight and the current loss be-
tween the inverter and the electric motor. In addition, in
this embodiment, the way in which the inverter supplies
a three-phase AC power to the electric motor via three
bus bars is illustrated; however, the number of the bus
bars is not limited to this, and two or more than three bus
bars may also be provided according to the type of the
electric motor.
[0047] In addition, the present application is not limited
to the above embodiments and variations, and the con-
stituent elements can be varied or embodied without de-
parting from the scope of the technical idea. Various in-
ventions can be formed by appropriately combining indi-
vidual constituent elements disclosed in the above em-
bodiments and variations. In addition, several constituent
elements may also be deleted from all of the constituent
elements shown in the above embodiments and varia-
tions.

Claims

1. An electric drive system for vehicle, comprising:

an inverter unit for converting DC power sup-
plied from outside into AC power;
an electric motor unit for converting the AC pow-
er from the inverter unit into a mechanical rota-
tion and outputting the mechanical rotation from
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an output shaft; and
a gearbox unit for decelerating the rotation trans-
mitted from an input shaft and then outputting a
decelerated rotation;
wherein the electric motor unit, the gearbox unit
and the inverter unit have independent enclo-
sures respectively, and are fixedly connected to
each other in a detachable manner in such a
way that the gearbox unit is sandwiched by the
electric motor unit and the inverter unit in an axial
direction of the input shaft of the gearbox unit;
the enclosure of the inverter unit has a minimum
thickness in the axial direction.

2. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein
the inverter unit includes one or more layers of in-
verter circuit boards, and the inverter circuit boards
are arranged with their circuit board surfaces sub-
stantially perpendicular to the axial direction.

3. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
claim 2, wherein
the enclosure of the inverter unit is be of the shape
of a box which has an outer shape matching with a
projection shape of an outer contour of each of the
circuit boards inside the enclosure.

4. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
a partition plate is provided in the gearbox unit for
partitioning the interior of the gearbox unit into a gear
transmission cavity and a dry cavity for insertion of
electric connection lines of the electric motor unit and
the inverter unit; and
the dry cavity includes a docking area for docking of
the electric connection lines of the electric motor unit
and the inverter unit.

5. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
claim 4, wherein
the electrical connection lines have multiple groups
of connection wires;
an insulation block is provided in the docking area,
and the insulation block is provided with insulation
grids for insulating and isolating the groups of con-
nection wires of the electric connection lines.

6. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
claim 5, wherein
the electrical connection lines are bus bars;
a bus bar of the electric motor unit and a bus bar of
the inverter unit are stacked vertically at the docking
area and are connected to each other in a detachable
manner.

7. The electric drive system for vehicle according to
claim 1, wherein

the output shaft of the electric motor unit is a hollow
shaft having internal splines;
the input shaft of the gearbox unit is a shaft extending
from the enclosure of the gearbox unit and having
external splines at a front end; and
the input shaft of the gearbox unit is inserted into the
output shaft of the electric motor unit, and its external
splines are cooperatively coupled with the internal
splines of the output shaft of the electric motor unit
so that the input shaft of the gearbox unit rotates with
the rotation of the output shaft of the electric motor
unit.

8. A vehicle using the electric drive system for vehicle
according to any one of claims 1 to 7 as a front-wheel
drive system.

9. The vehicle according to claim 8, further using the
electric drive system for vehicle according to any one
of claims 1 to 7 as a rear-wheel drive system.
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