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(54) OPTICAL RELAY AND CONTROL METHOD FOR OPTICAL RELAY

(57) In order to provide a compact and low power
consumption optical repeater capable of amplifying a plu-
rality of wavelength ranges, the optical repeater is pro-
vided with: an excitation means which generates excita-
tion light in a single wavelength range; a first light ampli-
fication means which is excited by the excitation light and

the amplification band of which is a first wavelength
range; and a second light amplification means which is
excited by the excitation light and the amplification band
of which is a second wavelength range different from the
first wavelength range.



EP 3 358 761 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical re-
peater and a control method for an optical repeater, and
relates particularly to an optical repeater including optical
amplifiers different for respective wavelength ranges of
signal light to be amplified, and a control method for an
optical repeater.

[Background Art]

[0002] An optical repeater used in an optical submarine
cable system is laid on the seabed, and thus, is required
to have a small size and low power consumption. Mean-
while, in order to make a capacity of the optical submarine
cable system large, an optical repeater capable of am-
plifying L-band signal light as well as widely used C-band
signal light has been studied.
[0003] FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an optical repeater 900 related to the
present invention. The optical repeater 900 is used in an
optical submarine cable system. The optical repeater 900
includes a C-band optical amplifier 91 and an L-band
optical amplifier 92. In the present description, the C-
band designates a wavelength band of approximately
1530 nm to 1565 nm, and the L-band designates a wave-
length band of approximately 1570 nm to 1610 nm.
[0004] The C-band optical amplifier 91 includes a con-
trol circuit 911, an excitation light source 912, and optical
amplification media 913 and 923. The optical amplifica-
tion media 913 and 923 amplify C-band signal light, with
excitation light generated by the excitation light source
912. In order to amplify C-band signal light, four laser
diodes (LDs) of a wavelength band of 980 nm are used
in the excitation light source 912.
[0005] The L-band optical amplifier 92 includes a con-
trol circuit 921, an excitation light source 922, and optical
amplification media 914 and 924. The optical amplifica-
tion media 914 and 924 amplify L-band signal light, with
excitation light generated by the excitation light source
922. In order to amplify L-band signal light, four lasers of
a wavelength band of 1480 nm are used in the excitation
light sources 922. Excitation light output from the LDs
included in the excitation light sources 912 and 922 ex-
cites the optical amplification media 913 and 914 through
couplers and multiplexer/demultiplexers.
[0006] Signal light of a C-band and an L-band is wave-
length-multiplexed and input from an up input (UP IN) in
FIG. 6. The input signal light is separated into the C-band
and the L-band. The signal light of the C-band is amplified
by the optical amplification medium 913, and the signal
light of the L-band is amplified by the optical amplification
medium 914. The amplified C-band and L-band signal
light is wavelength-multiplexed and output from an up
output (UP OUT).
[0007] Similarly, signal light of a C-band and an L-band

input from a down input (DOWN IN) in FIG. 6 is amplified
by the optical amplification media 923 and 924. The sig-
nal light amplified by the optical amplification media 923
and 924 is output from a down output (DOWN OUT).
[0008] Note that in a relation to the present invention,
PTLs 1 to 3 describe an optical amplifier including a plu-
rality of optical amplification media.

[Citation List]

[Patent Literature]

[0009]

[PTL 1] Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2001-024594
[PTL 2] Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2003-283019
[PTL 3] Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2009-081473

[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0010] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the optical repeater 900
includes the C-band optical amplifier 91 and the L-band
optical amplifier 92. The optical amplification media 913
and 923 of the C-band optical amplifier 91 and the optical
amplification media 914 and 924 of the L-band optical
amplifier 92 are excited by using excitation light sources
of different wavelengths. For this reason, when an optical
repeater including a function of amplification of a C-band
and an L-band is simply designed in such a way that the
C-band optical amplifier 91 and the L-band optical am-
plifier 92 are arranged in parallel, the control circuits 911
and 921 and the excitation light sources 912 and 922 are
necessary independently for the respective wavelength
bands. In other words, adding the L-band optical amplifier
92 causes a scale of the optical amplifier to become twice
that of an optical repeater dedicated to the C-band. As a
result, there arises a problem that a size and power con-
sumption of the optical repeater 900 is remarkably in-
creased.
[0011] An optical amplifier described in PTL 1 uses ex-
citation light sources different for respective wavelength
bands of signal light. For this reason, there is a problem
that a size and power consumption of the optical amplifier
is large similarly to the optical repeater 900. PTLs 2 and
3 describe a configuration of an optical amplifier in which
optical amplification media are connected in series. How-
ever, PTLs 2 and 3 do not disclose a configuration for
making amplification on a plurality of wavelength bands
while suppressing increase in size and power consump-
tion.
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(Object of the Invention)

[0012] An object of the present invention is to provide
an optical repeater that is small in size and power con-
sumption and that is capable of making amplification on
a plurality of wavelength bands, and a control method
therefor.

[Solution to Problem]

[0013] An optical repeater according to the present in-
vention includes: an excitation means for generating ex-
citation light of a single wavelength band; a first optical
amplification means that is excited by the excitation light
and of which amplification band is a first wavelength
band; and a second optical amplification means that is
excited by the excitation light and of which amplification
band is a second wavelength band different from the first
wavelength band.
[0014] A control method for an optical repeater accord-
ing to the present invention includes: generating excita-
tion light of a single wavelength band; exciting, with the
excitation light, a first optical amplification means of
which amplification band is a first wavelength band; and
exciting, with the excitation light, a second optical ampli-
fication means of which amplification band is a second
wavelength band different from the first wavelength band.

[Advantageous Effects of Invention]

[0015] The present invention provides an optical re-
peater that is small in size and power consumption and
is capable of making amplification on a plurality of wave-
length bands.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an optical repeater 100 according to a
first example embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an optical repeater 100A according to a
second example embodiment.
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an optical repeater 100B according to a
third example embodiment.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an optical repeater 200 according to a
fourth example embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of an
operation procedure of the optical repeater 200.
FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
example of an optical repeater 900 related to the
present invention.

[Description of Embodiments]

First Example Embodiment

[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an optical repeater 100 according to a
first example embodiment of the present invention. The
optical repeater 100 is used in an optical submarine cable
system that makes amplification on wavelength bands
of both a C-band and an L-band. "UP IN" and "UP OUT"
in FIG. 1 respectively represents input and output of sig-
nal light in an up direction (from left to right in FIG. 1).
"DOWN IN" and "DOWN OUT" in FIG. 1 respectively rep-
resents input and output of signal light in a down direction
(from right to left in FIG. 1).
[0018] The optical repeater 100 includes a control cir-
cuit (a controller, CTL) 101, an excitation light source
102, couplers 103 to 106, multiplexer/demultiplexers 111
to 114 and 121 to 124, and optical amplification media
115, 116, 125, and 126.
[0019] The control circuit 101 and the excitation light
source 102 are used in common for C-band amplification
and L-band amplification. The excitation light source 102
generates excitation light for exciting the optical amplifi-
cation media 115, 116, 125, and 126. The excitation light
source 102 includes laser diodes (LDs) 1 to 4 that are
four laser diodes of a band of 980 nm. The control circuit
101 controls the excitation light source 102. The control
circuit 101 may include a function of individually control-
ling the LDs 1 to 4 in such a way that output power of the
LDs 1 to 4 becomes a predetermined value. Excitation
light output by the LD 1 and the LD 2 is coupled by the
coupler 103. Excitation light output by the LD 3 and the
LD 4 is coupled by the coupler 104.
[0020] The coupler 103 distributes excitation light out-
put by the LD 1 and the LD 2, to the couplers 105 and
106. The coupler 104 distributes excitation light output
by the LD 3 and the LD 4, to the couplers 105 and 106.
The coupler 105 couples the excitation light input from
one output of the coupler 103 and one output of the cou-
pler 104, divides the coupled excitation light, and outputs
the divided excitation lights to the multiplexer/demulti-
plexers 113 and 114. The coupler 106 couples the exci-
tation light input from the other output of the coupler 103
and the other output of the coupler 104, divides the cou-
pled excitation light, and outputs the divided excitation
lights to the multiplexer/demultiplexers 123 and 124.
[0021] The multiplexer/demultiplexer 113 outputs ex-
citation light to the optical amplification medium 115 of
an up-line C-band. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 114
outputs excitation light to the optical amplification medi-
um 116 of an up-line L-band. The multiplexer/demulti-
plexer 123 outputs excitation light to the optical amplifi-
cation medium 125 of a down-line C-band. The multiplex-
er/demultiplexer 124 outputs excitation light to the optical
amplification medium 126 of a down-line L-band.
[0022] In the present example embodiment, the cou-
plers 103 to 106 are 232 optical couplers with a division
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ratio of 1:1. The multiplexer/demultiplexers 111, 112,
121, and 122 make demultiplexing or multiplexing of C-
band signal light and L-band signal light. The multiplex-
er/demultiplexers 113 and 123 multiplex C-band signal
light and excitation light. The multiplexer/demultiplexers
114 and 124 multiplex L-band signal light and excitation
light. As the couplers 103 to 106, optical fiber fused cou-
plers or optical waveguides may be used. As the multi-
plexer/demultiplexers 111 to 114 and 121 to 124, optical
multiplexer/demultiplexers including dielectric multi-lay-
er film filters may be used.
[0023] The optical amplification media 115 and 125 are
optical fibers for amplifying C-band signal light with ex-
citation light generated by the excitation light source 102.
The optical amplification media 116 and 126 are optical
fibers for amplifying L-band signal light with excitation
light generated by the excitation light source 102. Spec-
ifications of the optical amplification media 115, 116, 125,
and 126 may be determined in such a way that output
power of the optical repeater 100 falls within a predeter-
mined range. Examples of the specifications of the optical
amplification media include a dopant concentration.
[0024] The multiplexer/demultiplexer 111 separates
signal light input from the UP IN, into C-band signal light
and L-band signal light. The multiplexer/demultiplexer
113 multiplexes the C-band signal light and excitation
light output from one output of the coupler 105, and inputs
the multiplexed light to the optical amplification medium
115. The optical amplification medium 115 amplifies the
C-band signal light. Similarly, the optical amplification
medium 116 amplifies the L-band signal light by using
excitation light output from the other output of the coupler
105. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 112 multiplexes the
amplified C-band signal light and the amplified L-band
signal light, and outputs the multiplexed light from the UP
OUT.
[0025] The optical repeater 100 amplifies signal light
in the down direction as well, similarly to the signal light
in the up direction. In other words, the multiplexer/demul-
tiplexer 121 separates the signal light input from the
DOWN IN, into C-band signal light and L-band signal
light. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 123 multiplexes the
C-band signal light and excitation light output from one
output of the coupler 106, and inputs the multiplexed light
to the optical amplification medium 125. The optical am-
plification medium 125 amplifies the C-band signal light.
Similarly, the optical amplification medium 126 amplifies
the L-band signal light by using excitation light output
from the other output of the coupler 106. The multiplex-
er/demultiplexer 122 multiplexes the amplified C-band
signal light and the amplified L-band signal light, and out-
puts the multiplexed light from the DOWN OUT.
[0026] The couplers 103 to 106 of the present example
embodiment all have a division ratio of 1: 1. Accordingly,
assuming that excitation light power of the LDs 1 to 4 is
a, b, c, and d, respectively, excitation light power input
to each of the optical amplification media 115, 116, 125,
and 126 is (a+b+c+d)/4 when excessive losses of the

couplers 103 to 106 and the multiplexer/demultiplexers
113, 114, 123, and 124 are ignored.
[0027] In a general C-band optical amplifier, an exci-
tation light source of a band of 980 nm is used, and in a
general L-band optical amplifier, excitation light of a
wavelength of 1480 nm is used. In contrast to this, in the
optical repeater 100 of the first example embodiment,
the optical amplification media 116 and 126 for the L-
band are excited by using also the 980nm-band LD that
is an excitation light source for the C-band. As a result,
the optical repeater 100 can simultaneously amplify C-
band signal light and L-band signal light by using the
same excitation light source. The optical repeater 100
uses the excitation light source in common for the C-band
and the L-band, so that sizes and power consumption of
the control circuit 101 and the excitation light source 102
can be made smaller compared with those of a configu-
ration (for example, the optical repeater 900 in FIG. 6)
including control circuits and excitation light sources for
respective wavelength bands.
[0028] In this manner, by using the couplers, the optical
repeater 100 according to the first example embodiment
distributes excitation light of a single wavelength band,
to a plurality of the optical amplification media (for exam-
ple, the optical amplification media 115 and 116) that
differ in a wavelength band for amplification. As a result,
scales of the control circuit 101 and the excitation light
source 102 are reduced, and a size and power consump-
tion of the optical repeater 100 can be made small.

Second Example Embodiment

[0029] In a second example embodiment, description
is made on an optical repeater capable of changing divi-
sion ratios of couplers, and thereby providing excitation
light of different power to respective optical amplification
media (for example, an optical amplification medium for
a C-band and an optical amplification medium for an L-
band) that need different excitation light power for secur-
ing predetermined optical power.
[0030] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an optical repeater 100A according to
the second example embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Similarly to the optical repeater 100 according to the
first example embodiment, the optical repeater 100A is
used in an optical submarine cable system that amplifies
wavelength bands of both a C-band and an L-band.
[0031] The optical repeater 100A differs from the opti-
cal repeater 100 according to the first example embodi-
ment in including couplers 105A and 106A instead of the
couplers 105 and 106. Since a configuration of the optical
repeater 100A is the same as that of the optical repeater
100 except for the couplers 105A and 106A, description
of the already described elements is appropriately omit-
ted hereinafter.
[0032] The optical repeater 100A includes a control cir-
cuit 101, an excitation light source 102, couplers 103,
104, 105A, and 106A, multiplexer/demultiplexers 111 to
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114 and 121 to 124, and optical amplification media 115,
116, 125, and 126.
[0033] Excitation light of two LDs (an LD 1 and an LD
2) in the excitation light source 102 is coupled by the
coupler 103, and the respective output pieces of light are
distributed to the couplers 105A and 106A. Excitation
light of an LD 3 and an LD 4 is coupled by the coupler
104, and the respective output pieces of light are distrib-
uted to the couplers 105A and 106A. The coupler 105A
divides the excitation light, and outputs the divided light
to the multiplexer/demultiplexers 113 and 114. The cou-
pler 106A divides the excitation light, and outputs the
divided light to the multiplexer/demultiplexers 123 and
124.
[0034] The couplers 105A and 106A are variable divi-
sion-ratio couplers of which division ratios can be con-
trolled from the outside. For example, there is known a
variable division-ratio coupler in which an interferometer
is applied. Division ratios of the couplers 105A and 106A
may be controlled by an electric signal output from the
control circuit 101. Controlling a division ratio of the cou-
pler 105A enables control of a distribution ratio of exci-
tation light to the optical amplification medium 115 for the
C-band and the optical amplification medium 116 for the
L-band. Similarly, controlling a division ratio of the cou-
pler 106A enables control of a distribution ratio of exci-
tation light to the optical amplification medium 125 for the
C-band and the optical amplification medium 126 for the
L-band.
[0035] Since the wavelength band of the signal light to
be amplified differs between the C-band and the L-band,
excitation light power for securing predetermined optical
output sometimes differs between the optical amplifica-
tion media 115 and 116. The optical repeater 100A ac-
cording to the present example embodiment can supply
excitation light of different power to the optical amplifica-
tion media 115 and 116 respectively, by controlling a di-
vision ratio of the coupler 105A. For example, by control-
ling a division ratio of the coupler 105A in such a way
that powers of the amplified signal lights of the C-band
and the L-band match each other, it is possible to sup-
press the variation in power of signal light between the
respective wavelength bands that is based on difference
in amplification characteristics between the optical am-
plification media 115 and 116.
[0036] In order to detect the power of the amplified sig-
nal light of the C-band and the power of the amplified
signal light of the L-band, a tap and a light reception el-
ement may be provided at each output of the optical am-
plification media 115 and 116. The light reception ele-
ment receives signal light divided by the tap, and outputs
a current of magnitude corresponding to each output
power of the optical amplification media 115 and 116. In
this case, the control circuit 101 may control a division
ratio of the coupler 105A, based on the powers of the
signal lights of the C-band and the L-band detected by
the light reception element. For example, the control cir-
cuit 101 controls a division ratio of the coupler 105A in

such a way that the power of the signal light of the C-
band and the power of the signal light of the L-band be-
come equal to each other.
[0037] Alternatively, the control circuit 101 may previ-
ously store a relation of a driven state of the excitation
light source 102 as well as a division ratio of the coupler
105A with output power or gain of the optical amplification
media 115 and 116. The control circuit 101 may control
a division ratio of the coupler 105A and excitation light
power of the excitation light source 102 in such a way
that the optical amplification media 115 and 116 each
operate with predetermined output power or gain.
[0038] Also in a down line, the control circuit 101 con-
trols a division ratio of the coupler 106A and excitation
light power of the excitation light source 102 so that the
optical amplification media 125 and 126 can be each con-
trolled in such a way as to operate with predetermined
output power or gain. During operation of the optical re-
peater 100A, division ratios of the couplers 105A and
106A may be changed by the control circuit 101 that has
received an instruction through a not-illustrated path from
the outside of the optical repeater 100A.
[0039] As described above, in the optical repeater
100A according to the second example embodiment, the
optical amplification media 116 and 126 for the L-band
are excited by using a 980nm-band LD that is an excita-
tion light source for the C-band. For this reason, similarly
to the optical repeater 100 according to the first example
embodiment, in the optical repeater 100A, a size and
power consumption of the optical repeater can be made
small.
[0040] Further, in the optical repeater 100A according
to the present example embodiment, the couplers 105A
and 106A with variable division ratios are used. By such
a configuration, excitation light of different power can be
supplied to the respective optical amplification media of
different wavelength bands. As a result, the optical re-
peater 100A according to the present example embodi-
ment can suppress variation in output power or gain
based on difference in amplification characteristics be-
tween the optical amplification media 115 to 116 and 125
to 126.

Third Example Embodiment

[0041] In the second example embodiment, the de-
scription is made above on the configuration in which the
optical amplification media are excited with excitation
light power different between the C-band and the L-band,
by using the couplers 105A and 106A. In a third example
embodiment, description is made on a configuration in
which excitation light of power different between an up
line and a down line is provided by changing division
ratios of couplers.
[0042] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an optical repeater 100B according to
the third example embodiment of the present invention.
Similarly to the first and second example embodiments,
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the optical repeater 100B is used in an optical submarine
cable system that makes amplification on wavelength
bands of both a C-band and an L-band.
[0043] The optical repeater 100B differs from the opti-
cal repeater 100 according to the first example embodi-
ment in including couplers 103A and 104A instead of the
couplers 103 and 104. Since a configuration of the optical
repeater 100B is the same as that of the optical repeater
100 except for the couplers 103A and 104A, description
of the already described elements is appropriately omit-
ted hereinafter.
[0044] The optical repeater 100B includes a control cir-
cuit 101, an excitation light source 102, couplers 103A
to 104A and 105 to 106, multiplexer/demultiplexers 111
to 114 and 121 to 124, and optical amplification media
115 to 116 and 125 to 126.
[0045] Excitation light of an LD 1 and an LD 2 in the
excitation light source 102 is coupled by the coupler
103A, and is distributed to the couplers 105 and 106.
Excitation light of an LD 3 and an LD 4 is coupled by the
coupler 104A, and is distributed to the couplers 105 and
106. The couplers 103A and 104A are similar to the cou-
plers 105A and 106A of the second example embodi-
ment, and are variable division-ratio couplers of which
division ratios can be controlled from the outside. Division
ratios of the couplers 103A and 104A may be controlled
by an electric signal output from the control circuit 101.
[0046] The coupler 105 supplies excitation light to the
optical amplification media 115 and 116 on the up line
via the multiplexer/demultiplexers 113 and 114. The cou-
pler 106 supplies excitation light to the optical amplifica-
tion media 125 and 126 on the down line via the multi-
plexer/demultiplexers 123 and 124.
[0047] By controlling division ratios of the couplers
103A and 104A, power of the excitation light output by
the excitation light source 102 can be distributed at ratios
different between the up line and the down line. For ex-
ample, when a distance from an output unit on the up
line (UP OUT) to a next repeater is larger than a distance
from an output unit on the down line (DOWN OUT) to a
next repeater, the optical amplification media 115 and
116 on the up line require higher optical power (or gain)
than that on the down line. In such a case, the optical
repeater 100B according to the present example embod-
iment controls division ratios of the couplers 103A and
104A in such a way that the ratio on a side of the coupler
105 becomes larger, so that larger excitation light power
output by the excitation light source 102 can be distrib-
uted to an up-line side. Note that when larger excitation
light power can be distributed to the up-line side, division
ratios of the couplers 103A and 104A may be controlled
independently, or may be controlled in such a way as to
become the same. Division ratios of the couplers 103A
and 104A may be set based on actual use conditions,
when the optical repeater 100B is installed. The actual
use conditions may include output power and gain of the
optical repeater, a distance to an adjacent repeater, and
a loss of an optical transmission line. During operation

of the optical repeater 100B, division ratios of the cou-
plers 103A and 104A may be changed by the control
circuit 101 that has received an instruction through a not-
illustrated path from the outside of the optical repeater
100B.
[0048] The optical repeater 100B including such a con-
figuration can supply excitation light power different be-
tween the up line and the down line, to optical amplifica-
tion media of the same wavelength band. As a result, the
optical repeater 100B can further attain excitation of the
optical amplification media of the same wavelength band
in conditions different between the up line and the down
line, in addition to the advantageous effect of the optical
repeater 100 according to the first example embodiment.
For example, the optical repeater 100B can supply exci-
tation light power suitable for each direction even when
a distance to another optical repeater is different between
the up line and the down line.

Modified Example of Third Example Embodiment

[0049] The configuration of the third example embod-
iment in which division ratios of the couplers 103A and
104A are controlled may be used together concurrently
with the configuration of the second example embodi-
ment in which division ratios of the couplers 105A and
106A are controlled. By using the couplers 103A to 106A
of which division ratios are variable instead of the cou-
plers 103 to 106, a distribution ratio of excitation light
power can be adjusted between the optical amplification
medium of the C-band and the optical amplification me-
dium of the L-band, and a distribution ratio of excitation
light power can be adjusted between the up line and the
down line as well. In other words, with this configuration,
the advantageous effects of both the second example
embodiment and the third example embodiment can be
attained.

Fourth Example Embodiment

[0050] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of an optical repeater 200 according to a
fourth example embodiment of the present invention. The
optical repeater 200 amplifies signal light of a plurality of
different wavelength bands. "IN" and "OUT" in FIG. 4
represents input and output of signal light, respectively.
The optical repeater 200 includes an excitation light
source 201, a coupler 202, multiplexer/demultiplexers
211 to 214, and optical amplification media 215 to 216.
[0051] The excitation light source 201 generates exci-
tation light exciting the optical amplification media 215 to
216. The excitation light source 201 is used in common
for amplification on different wavelength bands. The ex-
citation light source 201 includes a laser diode, for ex-
ample. The excitation light source 201 outputs excitation
light of a single wavelength band which is 980nm band,
for example. The excitation light is input to the coupler
202. The coupler 202 distributes excitation light to the
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multiplexer/demultiplexers 213 and 214. The coupler 202
is a 132 optical coupler, for example.
[0052] The multiplexer/demultiplexers 211 and 212
make demultiplexing or multiplexing of signal light of a
first wavelength band (for example, a C-band) and signal
light of a second wavelength band (for example, an L-
band). The multiplexer/demultiplexer 213 multiplexes
signal light of the first wavelength band and excitation
light. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 214 multiplexes sig-
nal light of the second wavelength band and excitation
light.
[0053] The optical amplification medium 215 amplifies
signal light of the first wavelength band with excitation
light. The optical amplification medium 216 amplifies sig-
nal light of the second wavelength band with excitation
light.
[0054] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation
example of the optical repeater 200. Hereinafter, an op-
eration of the optical repeater 200 is described with ref-
erence to FIG. 5. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 211 sep-
arates input signal light into the first wavelength band
and the second wavelength band (step S01 in FIG. 5).
The excitation light source 201 generates excitation light
(step S02). The coupler 202 divides the excitation light
(step S03). The order of steps S01 to S03 is not limited
to the above.
[0055] The multiplexer/demultiplexer 213 multiplexes
the signal light of the first wavelength band and the ex-
citation light output from one output of the coupler 202,
and inputs the multiplexed light to the optical amplification
medium 215. The multiplexer/demultiplexer 214 multi-
plexes the signal light of the second wavelength band
and the excitation light output from the other output of
the coupler 202, and inputs the multiplexed light to the
optical amplification medium 216. In other words, the
multiplexer/demultiplexer 213 multiplexes the signal light
of the first wavelength band and the excitation light, and
the multiplexer/demultiplexer 214 multiplexes the signal
light of the second wavelength band and the excitation
light. Then, the multiplexed light is input to the different
optical amplification media, respectively (step S04).
[0056] The optical amplification medium 215 amplifies
the signal light of the first wavelength band, and the op-
tical amplification medium 216 amplifies the signal light
of the second wavelength band (step S05). The multi-
plexer/demultiplexer 212 multiplexes the amplified signal
light of the first wavelength band and the amplified signal
light of the second wavelength band, and outputs the
multiplexed light (step S06).
[0057] In the optical repeater 200 according to the
fourth example embodiment, the same excitation light
source 201 is used for amplification on the first wave-
length band and amplification on the second wavelength
band. For example, the optical amplification medium 216
for which an excitation light source of a wavelength band
different from that of the excitation light source 201 is
normally used is also excited by using the excitation light
source 201 used for exciting the optical amplification me-

dium 215. As a result, the optical repeater 200 can si-
multaneously amplify signal light of the first wavelength
band and signal light of the second wavelength band,
and uses the excitation light source 201 in common for
the first and second wavelength bands, thereby enabling
a size and power consumption of the optical repeater to
be made smaller compared with those of a configuration
in which excitation light sources are used for respective
wavelength bands.

Another Expression of Fourth Example Embodiment

[0058] The advantageous effect of the optical repeater
200 according to the fourth example embodiment can be
attained also by the following modified example. The ref-
erence signs of elements corresponding to those in FIG.
4 are written in parentheses. In other words, the modified
example of the optical repeater 200 includes an excitation
light source (201) and first and second optical amplifica-
tion media (215 and 216). The excitation light source
(201) is an excitation light source that generates excita-
tion light of a single wavelength band. The first optical
amplification medium (215) is an optical amplification me-
dium that is excited by excitation light of the excitation
light source (201) and of which amplification band is a
first wavelength band. The second optical amplification
medium (216) is an optical amplification medium that is
excited by excitation light of the excitation light source
(201) and of which amplification band is a second wave-
length band. The amplification band of the second optical
amplification medium (216) is different from the amplifi-
cation band of the first optical amplification medium
(215).
[0059] According to the modified example of the optical
repeater 200 with such a configuration, signal light of the
first wavelength band and signal light of the second wave-
length band can be simultaneously amplified. By using
the excitation light source (201) in common for the first
and second wavelength bands, a size and power con-
sumption of the optical repeater can be made smaller
compared with those of a configuration in which excita-
tion light sources are used for respective wavelength
bands.
[0060] Although the invention of the present applica-
tion is described above with reference to the example
embodiments, the invention of the present application is
not limited to the above-described example embodi-
ments. Various modifications that can be understood by
those skilled in the art can be made on a configuration
and details of the invention of the present application,
within the scope of the present invention.
[0061] Further, the configurations described in the re-
spective example embodiments do not necessarily ex-
clude each other. The function and the advantageous
effect of the present invention can be achieved by a con-
figuration made by combining all or a part of the above-
described example embodiments.
[0062] The present application claims priority based
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on Japanese patent application No. 2015-190597 filed
on September 29, 2015, entire disclosure of which is in-
corporated herein.

[Reference signs List]

[0063]

100, 100A, 100B, 200, 900 Optical repeater
91 C-band optical amplifier
92 L-band optical amplifier
101, 911, 921 Control circuit
102, 201, 912, 922 Excitation light source
103 to 106, 103A to 106A, 202 Coupler
111 to 114, 121 to 124, 211 to 214 Multiplexer/de-
multiplexer
115, 116, 125, 126, 215, 216, 913, 923 Optical am-
plification medium

Claims

1. An optical repeater comprising:

excitation means for generating an excitation
light of a single wavelength band;
first optical amplification means that is excited
by the excitation light and of which amplification
band is a first wavelength band; and
second optical amplification means that is excit-
ed by the excitation light and of which amplifica-
tion band is a second wavelength band different
from the first wavelength band.

2. The optical repeater according to claim 1, further
comprising:

first division means for dividing the excitation
light into a first excitation light and a second ex-
citation light;
first separation means for separating the input-
ted first signal light into a second signal light of
the first wavelength band and a third signal light
of the second wavelength band;
first multiplexing means for multiplexing the sec-
ond signal light and the first excitation light, and
outputting the multiplexed light to the first optical
amplification means;
second multiplexing means for multiplexing the
third signal light and the second excitation light,
and outputting the multiplexed light to the sec-
ond optical amplification means;
third multiplexing means for multiplexing the
second signal light amplified by the first optical
amplification means and the third signal light
amplified by the second optical amplification
means; and
control means for controlling the excitation

means.

3. The optical repeater according to claim 2, wherein
the control means controls a division ratio of the first
division means.

4. The optical repeater according to claim 2 or 3, further
comprising:

second separation means for separating an in-
put fourth signal light into a fifth signal light of
the first wavelength band and a sixth signal light
of the second wavelength band;
second division means for dividing the excitation
light into a third excitation light and a fourth ex-
citation light;
third division means for dividing the excitation
light output from the excitation means, and out-
putting the divided excitation light into the first
and second division means;
third optical amplification means that is excited
by the third excitation light and of which ampli-
fication band is the first wavelength band;
fourth optical amplification means that is excited
by the fourth excitation light and of which ampli-
fication band is the second wavelength band;
fourth multiplexing means for multiplexing the
fifth signal light and the third excitation light, and
outputting the multiplexed light to the third opti-
cal amplification means;
fifth multiplexing means for multiplexing the sixth
signal light and the fourth excitation light, and
outputting the multiplexed light to the fourth op-
tical amplification means; and
sixth multiplexing means for multiplexing the fifth
signal light amplified by the third optical amplifi-
cation means and the sixth signal light amplified
by the fourth optical amplification means.

5. The optical repeater according to claim 4, wherein
the control means controls a division ratio of the sec-
ond division means.

6. The optical repeater according to claim 4 or 5, where-
in the control means controls a division ratio of the
third division means.

7. The optical repeater according to any one of claims
4 to 6, wherein the first and third optical amplification
means amplify signal light of a wavelength band of
a C-band, the second and fourth optical amplification
means amplify signal light of an L-band, and a wave-
length of the excitation light is a band of 980 nm.

8. A control method for an optical repeater, comprising:

generating an excitation light of a single wave-
length band;

13 14 



EP 3 358 761 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

exciting, with the excitation light, first optical am-
plification means of which amplification band is
a first wavelength band; and
exciting, with the excitation light, second optical
amplification means of which amplification band
is a second wavelength band different from the
first wavelength band.

9. The control method for an optical repeater according
to claim 8, further comprising:

dividing the excitation light into a first excitation
light and a second excitation light;
separating a first signal light into a second signal
light of the first wavelength band and a third sig-
nal light of the second wavelength band;
multiplexing the second signal light and the first
excitation light, and outputting the multiplexed
light to the first optical amplification means;
multiplexing the third signal light and the second
excitation light, and outputting the multiplexed
light to the second optical amplification means;
and
multiplexing the second signal light amplified by
the first optical amplification means and the third
signal light amplified by the second optical am-
plification means.

10. The control method for an optical repeater according
to claim 9, further comprising:
controlling a division ratio of the first division means.
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