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(54) PRINTING APPARATUS AND PROCESSING APPARATUS

(57) A user’s fingertip is prevented from entering a
housing while a cover is closed. A printing apparatus in-
cludes: a housing containing a printing unit therein; a
cover openably attached to the housing, the cover form-
ing a discharging opening, through which a sheet is dis-

charged from the housing, while the cover is closed; and
a protective wall portion provided inside the cover for
preventing a user’s fingertip inserted through the dis-
charging opening from proceeding toward the printing
unit while the cover is closed.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
such as a printing apparatus having a housing and an
access cover.

[Background Art]

[0002] Some printing apparatuses have an interlock
function for preventing printing operation upon the open-
ing of an apparatus cover. Patent Literature 1 discloses
an inkjet printer having an interlocking mechanism.

[Citation List]

[Patent Literature]

[0003] PTL 1: Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2006-142608

[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0004] In some printing apparatuses, a carriage and
the like in an apparatus are slightly seen from a discharg-
ing opening while an apparatus cover is closed. It is nec-
essary to prevent a user from inserting the user’s finger
into the apparatus through the discharging opening dur-
ing the operation of the apparatus.
[0005] A problem to be solved by the present invention
is to provide an apparatus capable of more effectively
preventing a user’s finger from entering a housing while
a cover is closed.

[Solution to Problem]

[0006] In one aspect of the present invention for solving
the above problem, a printing apparatus is characterized
by comprising: a housing containing a printing unit there-
in; a cover openably attached to the housing, the cover
forming a discharging opening, through which a sheet is
discharged from the housing, while the cover is closed;
and a protective wall portion provided inside the cover
for preventing a user’s fingertip inserted through the dis-
charging opening from proceeding toward the printing
unit while the cover is closed.

[Advantageous Effects of Invention]

[0007] According to the present invention, a user’s fin-
ger can be more effectively prevented from entering a
housing while a cover is closed.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0008]

[FIG.1] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an inkjet print-
ing apparatus according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;
[FIG.2] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the printing
apparatus with a cover closed;
[FIG.3] Fig. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view
showing a relationship between a protective wall por-
tion in an access cover and an area to be printed by
a printing unit;
[FIG.4] Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a de-
tailed configuration of a sliding shutter in the protec-
tive wall portion;
[FIG.5] Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a posi-
tional relationship between the protective wall por-
tion and the sliding shutters in the access cover;
[FIG.6] Fig. 6 is a schematic cross-sectional view
showing the movement of the sliding shutter in a case
where a user’s fingertip touches the sliding shutter
in the apparatus; [FIG.7] Fig. 7 is a schematic cross-
sectional view showing a state where a user’s fin-
gertip touches the sliding shutter in the apparatus
and a gap between the protective wall portion and a
platen is narrowed;
[FIG.8] Fig. 8 is a perspective view of an inkjet print-
ing apparatus according to a second embodiment of
the present invention;
[FIG.9] Fig. 9 is a schematic cross-sectional view
showing the engagement between a cover side
member and projections in an access cover accord-
ing to the second embodiment;
[FIG.10] Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing a po-
sitional relationship between a protective wall portion
and engaging portions in the access cover;
[FIG.11] Fig. 11 is an illustration of the engagement
between the projections and the engaging portions
at the time of opening and closing the access cover;
[FIG.12A] Fig. 12A is an illustration of forces that act
on the access cover in a case where a user’s fingertip
touches the protective wall portion in the apparatus;
[FIG.12B] Fig. 12B is another illustration of forces
that act on the access cover in a case where a user’s
fingertip touches the protective wall portion in the
apparatus; and [FIG.13] Fig. 13 is an illustration of
the actions of forces in a case where a force acts in
a direction of urging the access cover to be opened.

[Description of Embodiments]

[0009] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below in detail with reference to the drawings.

[First Embodiment]

[0010] Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 are schematic perspective
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views of an inkjet printing apparatus according to a first
embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 1 shows the
apparatus with a cover opened and Fig. 2 shows the ap-
paratus with the cover closed.
[0011] A printing apparatus 100 has a printing unit 102.
The main part of the printing unit 102 is a carriage mov-
able along a guide shaft 121 and a printing head mounted
on the carriage. The printing head ejects ink of several
colors under an inkjet system. The carriage is equipped
with ink tanks each storing ink to be supplied to the print-
ing head. Alternatively, ink may be supplied to the car-
riage through ink tubes without mounting the ink tanks
on the carriage. Further, the printing unit may use a sys-
tem other than the inkjet system.
[0012] The carriage can reciprocate along the guide
shaft 121 and scan a sheet 101 using the printing head.
The sheet 101 is wound in a roll (not shown) and is fed
from the roll at the time of printing. The sheet 101 is con-
veyed over a platen 103 by a conveying roller and dis-
charged. During the conveyance, the printing unit 102
scans an area of the sheet 101 corresponding to the plat-
en 103, thereby performing printing on the area under a
serial printing system. The printed sheet 101 is dis-
charged from a discharging opening 105, which is an
opening formed between a housing and an access cover
110. A cutter is provided on the periphery of the front of
the discharging opening 105. After the rear end of the
printed area of the sheet is cut, the sheet is discharged
from the discharging opening 105 and dropped and
stored in a basket 104 made of cloth.
[0013] The access cover 110 is openably attached to
the housing that inclusively covers the entire printing
mechanism including the printing unit 102 described
above. The access cover 110 can be opened and closed
by turning the access cover 110 about a turning shaft
provided in the body of the apparatus.
[0014] While the access cover 110 is closed, the ac-
cess cover 110 covers the opened part of the housing,
namely, the top and front of the apparatus. Printing op-
eration is performed while the access cover 110 is closed
as shown in Fig. 2. At the time of maintenance of the
printing unit such as ink tank or head replacement, a user
opens the access cover 110 to perform the maintenance.
That is, the access cover 110 is provided such that a user
can perform maintenance such as ink tank replacement
or removal of a jammed sheet in the printing unit 102
while the access cover 110 is opened (Fig. 1).
[0015] In the case of a minor jam in printing operation
with the access cover 110 closed (Fig. 2), a user can
perform recovery by inserting the user’s hand through
the discharging opening 105 and pulling the sheet out
while the access cover 110 remains closed. In the case
of a major jam that cannot be cleared in the above man-
ner, the user opens the access cover 110 to perform re-
covery.
[0016] The access cover 110 is equipped with a pro-
tective wall portion 111, which is located near the sheet
discharging opening 105 while the access cover 110 is

closed. The protective wall portion 111 has sliding shut-
ters 112 (sliding members in the form of plates). In the
present embodiment, the sliding shutters 112 are provid-
ed to correspond to three areas obtained by dividing the
entire area in the width direction of a sheet to be dis-
charged. However, the number of divisions is not limited
to three but may be determined according to the width
of the printing apparatus such that each divided sliding
shutter 112 can smoothly slide. In the case of a small
printing apparatus, the sliding shutter 112 may be a single
member without being divided.
[0017] The sliding shutters 112 face the discharging
opening while the access cover is closed and are con-
figured to slide independently of each other. As a result,
the sliding shutters 112 can prevent a user from inserting
the user’s fingertip into the apparatus and touching the
moving carriage and the like during the operation of the
apparatus, as will be described later in detail with refer-
ence to Fig. 3 onward.
[0018] While the access cover 110 is closed, an en-
gaging portion (not shown) of the printing apparatus 100
is engaged with a corresponding engaging portion (not
shown) of the access cover 110. The engagement locks
the access cover 110 and keeps it closed.
[0019] The body of the printing apparatus 100 is
equipped with a sensor for detecting the opening and
closing of the access cover 110 to perform interlocking.
The sensor may be a mechanical sensor such as a limit
switch or an optical sensor. The sensor detects that the
access cover 110 is opened. More specifically, sensor
detection is turned on in a case where the completely-
closed access cover 110 moves to a height of about 1
cm. Interlocking is performed using the sensor. A control
unit of the printing apparatus performs control so as to
prevent printing operation while the sensor detects that
the access cover 110 is opened and performs control so
as to immediately stop printing operation in a case where
the sensor detects that the access cover 110 is opened
in the printing operation.
[0020] Fig. 3 is an illustration of a relationship between
the protective wall portion 111 in the access cover and
an area to be printed by the printing unit 102.
[0021] The protective wall portion 111 is provided on
the inner face of the access cover 110, thereby prevent-
ing a user’s finger from proceeding toward the printing
unit 102 inside the housing. While the access cover 110
is closed, the protective wall portion 111 is located down-
stream of the printing unit 102 in a discharging direction
of the sheet 101 and the lower end of the protective wall
portion 111 is located at a level of 20 mm or less above
the platen 103 below the lower end in the height direction.
In a main scanning direction (sheet width direction), the
protective wall portion 111 is provided over almost the
entire area of the discharging opening 105. A slanting
direction of the protective wall portion 111 corresponds
to a schematic slanting surface that slants downward and
upstream in the discharging direction.
[0022] As described above with reference to Fig. 1, the
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protective wall portion 111 is equipped with the sliding
shutters 112, which are slidably provided in the three
areas obtained by dividing almost the entire area in the
width direction. The lower ends of the sliding shutters
112 and the platen 103 define the upper and lower ends
of the discharging opening. The ends (lower ends in the
direction of gravity) of the sliding shutters 112 are
equipped with finger blocking portions 117 (fingertip con-
tacting portions). Each finger blocking portion 117 has a
shape bent to an acute angle toward the side on which
a sheet is discharged, as viewed in cross section. Ac-
cordingly, in a case where a user’s finger enters in this
position as will be described later with reference to Fig.
6 and the like, the finger is caught and blocked by the
finger blocking portion 117 of the sliding shutter 112,
thereby effectively preventing the finger from proceeding
further.
[0023] Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a detailed
configuration of one of the sliding shutters 112 in the pro-
tective wall portion 111.
[0024] The protective wall portion 111 is equipped with
projections 113 in the positions corresponding to two slits
114 provided in the sliding shutter 112. Since the projec-
tions 113 restrict the movement of the slits 114, the sliding
shutter 112 slides in a slanting sliding direction (slanting
backward direction) shown in the drawing. The projec-
tions 113 also restrict the movable range of the sliding
shutter 112 in cooperation with the slits 114. Each of the
protective wall portion 111 and the sliding shutter 112 is
equipped with two hooks 115A or 115B. A spring 116 is
held between each pair of hooks 115A and 115B, which
biases the sliding shutter 112 toward the hook 115A of
the protective wall portion 111. As a result, the slits 114
of the sliding shutter 112 are pushed against the projec-
tions 113 in the protective wall portion 111 at the end of
the slidable range of the sliding shutter 112 closest to the
hook 115A, and the sliding shutter 112 is maintained in
the predetermined position against the biasing force. This
prevents the sliding shutter 112 from sliding downward
by gravity and remaining at the end of the slidable range
closest to the hook 115B. Consequently, it is possible to
prevent the area of the discharging opening from de-
creasing in printing operation and the sliding shutter from
causing a sheet jam and the like.
[0025] In the above embodiment, the springs 116 are
used to bias the sliding shutter 112 upward and maintain
it in the state of preventing a decrease in the area of the
discharging opening. However, any form may be applied
to maintain the position of the sliding shutter 112 with
respect to the protective wall portion 111 as long as it
can prevent the sliding shutter 112 from decreasing the
area of the discharging opening.
[0026] Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing a positional
relationship between the protective wall portion 111 and
the sliding shutters 112 in the access cover 110 and
shows the details of the sliding shutters 112 shown in
Fig. 1. Three sliding shutters 112 each having the con-
figuration shown in Fig. 4 are provided in the protective

wall portion 111 in the main scanning direction of the
discharging opening 105, thereby covering the entire ar-
ea of the discharging opening 105. The protective wall
portion 111 and the sliding shutters 112 are provided in
the main scanning direction as stated above in the
present embodiment, but a single sliding shutter 112 may
be provided over the entire area of the discharging open-
ing.
[0027] Fig. 6 is a schematic cross-sectional view show-
ing the movement of the sliding shutter in a case where
a user inserts the user’s finger through the discharging
opening 105 (opening) without opening the access cover
and touches the sliding shutter with the user’s fingertip.
[0028] A fingertip 130 entered through the discharging
opening 105 is in contact with the finger blocking portion
117 at the end of the sliding shutter 112 and is blocked
by the finger blocking portion 117. The fingertip 130 push-
es the finger blocking portion 117 to proceed further, with
the result that a force a acts on the sliding shutter 112 in
the same direction as a proceeding direction of the fin-
gertip 130. The sliding shutter 112 slides in a slanting
sliding direction, that is, a slanting backward direction
slanting with respect to a pushing direction of the fingertip
130 (the horizontal direction in this example). After the
sliding shutter 112 moves to the end in the slanting back-
ward direction, a gap A between the protective wall por-
tion 111 and the platen 103 is narrowed as shown in Fig.
7. The sliding shutter 112 does not slide further even by
being pushed by the fingertip 130 and the finger cannot
proceed further. The action of the sliding shutter 112 that
slides in the above manner prevents the fingertip 130
from entering inside the protective wall portion 111.
[0029] In the present embodiment, the numerical value
of the narrowest gap A (Fig. 7) ranges from 3 mm to 10
mm in the direction of gravity, and preferably ranges from
3 mm to 5.5 mm. This size of the gap A can prevent even
a child’s fingertip from entering the gap A. Accordingly,
the closed sliding shutter 112 can block any user from,
for example, touching the moving carriage during printing
operation.
[0030] In the present embodiment, the finger blocking
portions 117 (fingertip contacting portions) are provided
on the lower end of the protective wall portion (sliding
shutters). This allows a user’s fingertip to touch the finger
blocking portion 117 so as to reliably slide the sliding
shutter and effectively prevent the fingertip from entering
deep inside the apparatus. The shape of the finger block-
ing portion 117 is not limited to the bent shape as long
as a user’s fingertip 130 is easily caught and blocked by
the finger blocking portion 117. For example, the finger
blocking portion 117 may have a shape protruding toward
the side from which a fingertip enters.

[Second Embodiment]

[0031] Next, a second embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described. Fig. 8 shows a printing appa-
ratus 200 with an access cover 210 opened. In the use
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of the apparatus, the access cover 210 is closed and
brought into a state similar to the state previously shown
in Fig. 2. In the printing apparatus 200 according to the
present embodiment, configurations for causing a print-
ing unit 202 to perform a scan and conveying a sheet
201 are the same as those in the printing apparatus 100
according to the first embodiment described above and
accordingly their description will be omitted. A description
will be provided below mainly for a different configuration
from that of the printing apparatus according to the first
embodiment.
[0032] The access cover 210 is equipped with a cover
side member 211, which is located near a discharging
opening 205 while the access cover 210 is closed. The
cover side member 211 includes a protective wall portion
(protective wall portion) 214 and engaging portions 215.
The protective wall portion 214 is disposed over the entire
area in the width direction of a sheet to be discharged
and faces the discharging opening while the access cov-
er is closed. The protective wall portion 214 is provided
to prevent a user from inserting the user’s fingertip into
the apparatus and touching a moving carriage and the
like during the operation of the apparatus.
[0033] Each of both ends of the protective wall portion
214 is equipped with the engaging portion 215 (stopper).
The engaging portions 215 are engaged with projections
(body side members) 206 provided in the body (housing)
of the printing apparatus. The material and the thickness
of the protective wall portion 214 are determined so as
to enable elastic deformation.
[0034] The projection 206 on the apparatus body side
is provided on each of both ends of the discharging open-
ing 205, as shown in Fig. 8. While the access cover 210
is closed, the projections 206 of the printing apparatus
200 are engaged with the engaging portions 215 of the
access cover 210. The engagement locks the access
cover 210 and keeps it closed. As will be described with
reference to Fig. 9 onward, the cover side member 211
of the access cover 210 keeps the access cover 210
closed in cooperation with the projections 206 on the ap-
paratus body side even though a user’s finger and the
like touch the protective wall portion 214. Like the first
embodiment, the body of the printing apparatus 200 has
a sensor for detecting the opening and closing of the
access cover 210 to perform interlocking.
[0035] Fig. 9 is a schematic cross-sectional view show-
ing the engagement between the engaging portions 215
in the access cover 210 and the projections 206 shown
in Fig. 8 in particular. As described above, the access
cover 210 is turnably supported by the printing apparatus
200. In Fig. 9, the turning shaft 212 of the access cover
210 is located upstream of the printing unit 202 in the
sheet discharging direction and above the printing unit
202. This location of the turning shaft 212 makes it pos-
sible to secure a wide opening area while the access
cover 210 is opened as well as to reduce the height of
the apparatus body, that is, miniaturize the printing ap-
paratus 200. Since the wide opening area can be se-

cured, the workability of maintenance and the like by a
user, a serviceman and the like can be improved. In the
body of the printing apparatus 200, the projection 206
provided on each of both ends of the discharging opening
205 is located downstream of the printing unit 202 in the
discharging direction and at about the same height as
that of the printing unit 202 in Fig. 9. While the access
cover 210 is closed, contacting portions 213 of the en-
gaging portions 215 in the access cover 210 are in con-
tact with the projections 206, thereby keeping the access
cover 210 closed.
[0036] As described above, the protective wall portion
214 is provided inside the access cover 210 over the
entire width of the access cover, that is, the entire area
of the discharging opening 205 in the scanning direction
of the printing head. The protective wall portion 214 is
located downstream of the printing unit 202 and upstream
of the contacting portions 213 between the cover side
member 211 of the access cover 210 and the projections
206 in the discharging direction. In the height direction,
the lower end of the protective wall portion 214 is located
above the platen 203. The dimensions of a gap between
the lower end of the protective wall portion 214 and the
platen 203 are determined such that a user’s fingertip
does not enter the gap. The protective wall portion 214
slants upward and upstream in the sheet discharging di-
rection. A discharging opening 205 to be a discharging
opening is formed between the lower end of the protective
wall portion 214 of the access cover 210 and the platen
203.
[0037] The engaging portions 215 of the access cover
210 protrude from the lower part of a bent portion 218 of
the access cover 210 toward the inside of the cover in
Fig. 9 and are formed integrally with the protective wall
portion 214 similarly protruding toward the inside. The
engaging portions 215 and the protective wall portion 214
form U-shaped portions that enclose the projections 206
while being engaged with the projections. The U-shape
formed by the engaging portion 215 partly includes a cir-
cumcircle 216 that has its center at the turning shaft 212
of the access cover 210 and passes through the contact-
ing portion 213 of the engaging portion with the projection
206.
[0038] The end (lower end in the direction of gravity)
of the protective wall portion 214 is equipped with a finger
blocking portion 117 (fingertip contacting portion) that en-
gages and blocks a user’s fingertip (now shown in Fig.
10 onward). The lower end of the protective wall portion
214 protrudes toward the outside of the apparatus from
which a user’s fingertip enters such that the finger block-
ing portion 217 has a substantially triangular shape and
the fingertip is in contact with and caught by one side of
the triangle. The finger blocking portion 217 may have a
bent shape like the first embodiment. The protective wall
portion 214 may be equipped with the sliding shutters
112 described in the first embodiment.
[0039] Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing a posi-
tional relationship between the protective wall portion 214
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and the engaging portions 215 in the cover side member
211. As described above, the protective wall portion 214
is provided over the entire area of the discharging open-
ing 205 in the scanning direction and the engaging portion
215 is provided on each of both ends of the discharging
opening 205. The protective wall portion 214 and the en-
gaging portions 215 are made of the same member in
the present embodiment, but they are not limited to this.
For example, the protective wall portion 214 and the en-
gaging portions 215 may be different members connect-
ed to each other. Any member may be used provided
that it functions as will be described later with reference
to Fig. 12A, Fig. 12B and the like.
[0040] Fig. 11 is an illustration of the engagement be-
tween the projections 206 and the engaging portions 215
at Lhe time of opening and closing the access cover 210.
At the time of opening and closing the access cover 210,
the engaging portions 215 have a shape partly including
the circumcircle 216 that has its center at the turning shaft
212 and passes through the contacting portions 213 with
the projections 206 as described above. A force that in-
hibits the access cover 210 from being opened and
closed is usually not applied to the engaging portions 215
by the projections 206 at the time of opening and closing
the access cover 210.
[0041] However, in a case where a user inserts the
user’s fingertip into the apparatus through the opening
of the discharging opening 205 to touch the protective
wall portion 214 while the access cover 210 is closed, a
force that inhibits the access cover 210 from being
opened is generated. The mechanism will be described
below.
[0042] Fig. 12A and Fig. 12B are illustrations of forces
that act on the access cover 210 in a case where a user’s
fingertip enters the apparatus through the discharging
opening 205 and pushes the protective wall portion 214.
As shown in Fig. 12A, a user’s fingertip 220 touches the
protective wall portion 214 after entering the apparatus
through the discharging opening 205. In Fig. 12A, a dis-
tance D between the lower end of the protective wall por-
tion 214 and the platen 203 has a value ranging from 3
mm to 10 mm in the present embodiment, and preferably
a value determined within a range from 3 mm to 5.5 mm.
This distance can prevent even a child’s fingertip from
entering the gap. Accordingly, the protective wall portion
214 can inhibit any user’s fingertip 220 from touching the
moving carriage during printing operation.
[0043] The finger touches the protective wall portion
214, thereby exerting a force a on the protective wall
portion 214 in its normal direction. Since the protective
wall portion 214 and the engaging portions 215 are inte-
gral components, a force b also acts on the engaging
portions 215 of the access cover 210 in the same direc-
tion. The force b pushes the engaging portions 215
against the projections 206.
[0044] As the fingertip 220 further proceeds, a force a’
elastically deforms the protective wall portion 214 as
shown in Fig. 12B. The elastic deformation causes the

access cover to become warped in a direction c in such
a manner that it turns about the proximity of the bent
portion 218 of the access cover 210. As a result, the
engaging portions 215 are elastically deformed to posi-
tions upstream in the discharging direction from the cir-
cumcircle 216 that has its center at the turning shaft 212
of the access cover 210 and passes through the contact-
ing portion 213.
[0045] Fig. 13 is an illustration of the actions of forces
in a case where a force acts on the access cover 210 in
a direction of urging the access cover 210 to be opened
while the forces act as shown in Fig. 12B. In a case where
a force d acts on the access cover 210 to open it, the
engaging portions 215 exert the force b described above
on the projections 206. Friction e thus generated between
the engaging portions 215 and the projections 206 resists
against the movement of the access cover 210 in the
opening direction. Further, the elastic deformation de-
scribed above allows the engaging portions 215 to be
partly located upstream of part of the circumcircle 216
that has its center at the turning shaft 212 of the access
cover 210 and passes through the contacting portion 213.
As a result, the movement of the engaging portions 215
in the direction of the force d is inhibited by the projections
206, thereby preventing the access cover 210 from being
opened. This mechanism prevents the access cover 210
from being accidentally opened even though a user care-
lessly inserts the user’s fingertip and lifts the user’s hand.
[0046] As described above, a user cannot insert the
user’s fingertip into the apparatus beyond the protective
wall portion and therefore never touches the moving car-
riage while the access cover is closed. Further, a force
that acts in a case where a user touches the protective
wall portion is used to generate a force that resists against
the opening movement of the access cover. Accordingly,
a user never opens the access cover accidentally to ac-
tivate an interlock during printing operation. A user can
open the access cover for maintenance unless the user
inserts the user’s finger into the opening. In a case where
the user opens the access cover during printing opera-
tion, the interlock is activated.
[0047] In both the first and second embodiments de-
scribed above, a user inserts the user’s finger into a dis-
charging opening (opening) for discharging sheets in the
case of touching the apparatus cover. However, the
present invention is not limited to this. For example, in a
case where an opening for inserting sheets is provided
in a sheet feeding mechanism attached to a printing ap-
paratus and a cover covers portions other than this open-
ing, the cover side member described above may be used
to prevent the cover from being opened even though a
user inserts the user’s finger into the opening. The
present invention can also be applied to various process-
ing apparatuses having processing units other than the
printing unit such as scanners and machine tools.
[0048] This application claims the benefit of Japanese
Patent Applications No. 2015-254382 filed December 25,
2015, and No. 2015-192044 filed March 29, 2015, which
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are hereby incorporated by reference wherein in their
entirety.

[Reference Signs List]

[0049]

102, 202 PRINTING UNIT
103, 203 PLATEN
105, 205 DISCHARGING OPENING
110, 210 ACCESS COVER
111, 214 PROTECTIVE WALL PORTION
112 SLIDING SHUTTER
117, 217 FINGER BLOCKING PORTION
130, 220 USER’S FINGERTIP
206 PROJECTION
213 CONTACTING PORTION
215 ENGAGING PORTION

Claims

1. A printing apparatus characterized by comprising:

a housing containing a printing unit therein;
a cover openably attached to the housing, the
cover forming a discharging opening, through
which a sheet is discharged from the housing,
while the cover is closed; and
a protective wall portion provided inside the cov-
er for preventing a user’s fingertip inserted
through the discharging opening from proceed-
ing toward the printing unit while the cover is
closed.

2. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the protective wall portion is equipped with a finger
blocking portion that engages the user’s fingertip.

3. The printing apparatus according to claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the protective wall portion has
a sliding member slidable in a direction of narrowing
a gap, through which a sheet passes, by being
pushed by the user’s fingertip inserted through the
discharging opening.

4.  The printing apparatus according to claim 3, char-
acterized in that the sliding member slides in a slant-
ing backward direction by being pushed by the user’s
fingertip.

5. The printing apparatus according to claim 4, char-
acterized in that the sliding member is biased by a
biasing unit in a direction of expanding the gap.

6. The printing apparatus according to claim 5, char-
acterized in that the sliding member has a slit and
engagement between the slit and a projection pro-

vided in the protective wall portion allows the sliding
member to slide and maintains the sliding member
in a predetermined position.

7. The printing apparatus according to any one of
claims 3 to 6, characterized in that the sliding mem-
ber is divided into several sliding members in a width
direction of a sheet to be discharged and the sliding
members are slidable independently of each other.

8. The printing apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, characterized in that at least one
engaging portion to be engaged with at least one
body side member while the cover is closed is pro-
vided near the protective wall portion, and in a case
where the user’s fingertip pushes the protective wall
portion, a force that engages the engaging portion
with the body side member is increased and the cov-
er is prevented from being opened.

9. The printing apparatus according to claim 8, char-
acterized in that the engaging portions are provided
on both ends of the protective wall portion, respec-
tively, in a width direction of a sheet to be discharged,
and the body side members are provided as projec-
tions in two positions in the housing.

10. The printing apparatus according to claim 9, char-
acterized in that in a case where the user’s fingertip
pushes the protective wall portion, the protective wall
portion is elastically deformed and the positions of
the engaging portions are changed.

11. The printing apparatus according to claim 9, char-
acterized in that the protective wall portion is locat-
ed downstream of the printing unit and upstream of
the position of the engagement between the engag-
ing portions and the body side members in a dis-
charging direction of a sheet, and the lower end of
the protective wall portion is located above a sheet
to be discharged in a height direction.

12. The printing apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 11, characterized by further comprising
a sensor configured to detect that the cover is
opened, and a control unit configured to control the
printing unit not to perform printing operation based
on sensing by the sensor.

13. A processing apparatus comprising:

a processing unit;
a housing containing the processing unit;
a cover openably attached to the housing; and
a protective wall portion provided inside the cov-
er for preventing a user’s fingertip from entering
inside the housing while the cover is closed.
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