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(57) Provided is an in-vehicle control device which
makes it possible to achieve restoration processing of
differential reprogramming even in an in-vehicle control
device using a microcomputer with a built-in flash mem-
ory using a small amount of RAM and composed of large
blocks, and is capable of restoring a new program in a
short time by decreasing the size of differential data even
for a new program to which major changes have been
made. Provided is an in-vehicle control device capable
of updating a program on the basis of update content
provided from an update tool, the in-vehicle control de-
vice being provided with a first memory provided with a
plurality of blocks for storing programs, and a second
memory. When updating a program, differential data of
the program and an update program are stored in the
second memory, an update program for a block to be
updated among the plurality of blocks is recreated in an-
other block which is different from the block to be updated
using the differential data and an old program, and the
update program which has been recreated in the other
block is written in the block to be updated.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an in-vehicle
control device, a program writing device, a program gen-
erating device, and a program.

Background Art

[0002] For conventional reprogramming, a Personal
Computer (PC) as a writing tool is connected via a low-
speed CAN (Controller Area Network) to an in-vehicle
control device (ECU: Engine Control Unit), and a load
module (new program) is written to a flash memory of
the ECU while dividing and transferring the load module.
[0003] Even when the update part for the new program
is small with respect to the old program is small, the entire
new program is transferred via the CAN and the entire
new program is written.
[0004] Therefore, there is a problem that writing takes
time. On the other hand, an idea of differential reprogram-
ming has been conventionally proposed (see, for exam-
ple, PTL 1). That is, in paragraph [0019] of PTL 1, "means
for creating differential data between old and new pro-
grams in block units" is described as a way of rewriting.
In addition, in paragraph [0064], a block to be updated
of the old program is transferred to an SDRAM, the new
program is restored to the SDRAM by using the differen-
tial data and the old program, the block to be updated is
erased, and the new program is then written.
[0005] PTL 2 describes, in paragraph [0006], means
for achieving differential update using a small amount of
RAM. Instead of transferring a block to be updated o the
old program to a RAM, the block is transferred to another
block of the flash memory. That is, the block to be updated
is erased after transferring the old program, the new pro-
gram is restored using the differential data and the trans-
ferred old program, and the new program is written to the
block to be updated. By repeating this processing for all
blocks to be updated, the new program can be written to
the flash memory. However, when there is a new program
to be written to another block, the conventional update
using full-text data is performed since the old program
has already been erased.
[0006] In this way, a technique for realizing differential
reprogramming even using a small amount of RAM has
been developed.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0007]

PTL 1: JP 2012-190075 A
PTL 2: JP 2011-81561 A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0008] In the technique of PTL 1, the old program of
the block to be updated, the differential data, and the
restored new program are all arranged on the RAM. As
a result, in the in-vehicle control device using a micro-
computer having a built-in flash memory composed of
blocks larger than the RAM capacity, differential resto-
ration is not possible in principle. In addition, the differ-
ential data of the new program is generated from the old
program arranged in the same block. Thus, there is a
problem that the size of the differential data is large.
When the size of the differential data increases, the trans-
fer time of the differential data to the in-vehicle control
device is long, and the update time is long as a result.
[0009] Hereinafter, detailed description will be provid-
ed. In the means for creating differential data described
in paragraph [0019] of PTL 1, the differential data of the
new program arranged in the block to be updated is gen-
erated by using the old program arranged in the same
block to be updated. In general, in order to reduce the
differential data size, in differential extraction processing
of differential data, a sub-string similar to a sub-string of
a new program (partial instruction string) is retrieved from
the old program and the sub-string is replaced with a
copy command or the like. Meanwhile, a newly added
sub-string does not usually exist in an old program. In
this case, a new sub-string is stored by an add command.
The copy command, the add command, and the stored
new sub-string are differential data. From this point of
view, it is a problem that the range to search for a similar
sub-string is limited to one block. This is because it can
be considered that the size of the differential data can be
small by searching the old program of a range as wide
as possible to find more similar sub-strings, and replacing
them with copy commands.
[0010] According to the method described in PTL 2,
the used amount of RAM can be decreased in differential
update. As described above, first, another block that is
different from the block to be updated is selected, the
selected block is erased, and the old program in the block
to be updated is transferred to the selected block. Next,
the block to be updated is erased, and the new program
generated from the differential data in the RAM and the
old program of the selected block is written to the block
to be updated. By using another block of the flash mem-
ory in this manner, the used amount of RAM is decreased.
[0011] However, it can be seen that the restoration
processing of this method restores the new program only
from the differential data and the old program of the se-
lected block. This means that, even when generating dif-
ferential data, the old program in the range of one block
that is the same as the new program of the block to be
updated is searched for a similar sub-string. Therefore,
in the sense that the search range is narrow, there is a
problem that the size of the differential data is large. Of
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course, when change between the old program and the
new program is small, the search range of the old pro-
gram cannot be said to be narrow. However, when there
are major changes, it can be said that a similar sub-
strings can be found easily by extending the search range
in the old program.
[0012] An object of the present invention is to provide
an in-vehicle control device, a program update system,
and program update software which make it possible to
achieve restoration processing of differential reprogram-
ming even in an in-vehicle control device using a micro-
computer having a built-in flash memory using a small
amount of RAM and composed of large blocks, and are
capable of restoring a new program in a short time by
decreasing the size of differential data even for a new
program to which major changes have been made.

Solution to Problem

[0013] The present invention is an in-vehicle control
device capable of updating a program based on update
content provided from an update tool, the in-vehicle con-
trol device includes a first memory provided with a plu-
rality of blocks for storing the program and a second
memory, stores differential data between the program
and the update program in the second memory when
updating the program, recreates the update program for
a block to be updated among the plurality of blocks in
another block that is different from the block to be updated
using the differential data and old programs before the
update, and writes the update program recreated in the
another block that is different from the block to be updated
to the block to be updated.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0014] According to the present invention, in an in-ve-
hicle control device including a microcomputer with a
built-in flash memory having a small SRAM and large
blocks, differential update can be performed speedily and
easily even for a new program to which major changes
have been made. Problems, configurations, and effects
other than the above will be clarified from the description
of the embodiments below.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0015]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
overall configuration of a system according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of a PC
illustrated in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram of an in-
vehicle system illustrated in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
internal configuration of an SRAM of an ECU illus-

trated in FIG. 3.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the
internal configuration of a FLASH memory of the
ECU illustrated in FIG. 3.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram of a basic
concept of generation of differential data and gener-
ation of compressed data by encoding control soft-
ware illustrated in FIG. 7.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a flowchart of the encoding control
software for controlling encoding software illustrated
in FIG. 8.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a flowchart of the encoding software
for generating differential data or compressed data
of a block to be updated.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a flowchart of communication soft-
ware of the PC illustrated in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of communication
software of a server illustrated in FIG. 1.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a flowchart of communication
software of a program writing device illustrated in
FIG. 3.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a communication frame config-
uration of an in-vehicle network CAN connecting the
program writing device and an in-vehicle control de-
vice illustrated in FIG. 3.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is a flowchart of restoration recov-
ery software arranged in a flash memory of the in-
vehicle control device illustrated in FIG. 5.
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 is a flowchart of restoration control
software activated from the restoration recovery soft-
ware illustrated in FIG. 13.
[FIG. 15] FIG. 15 is a flowchart of restoration software
activated from the restoration control software illus-
trated in FIG. 14.
[FIG. 16] FIG. 16 is a conceptual diagram of differ-
ential update of an existing ECU using the restoration
recovery software.
[FIG. 17] FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating a proce-
dure of differential update of the existing ECU using
the restoration recovery software.
[FIG. 18] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating a proce-
dure of differential update of an ECU, in which the
restoration recovery software is downloaded.

Description of Embodiments

[0016] The present embodiment provides means for
simultaneously achieving the following two objects.
[0017] The first object is to enable differential update
even in a microcomputer with a built-in flash memory with
a small RAM capacity and large blocks.
[0018] The second object is to decrease the size of the
differential data as much as possible even for a new pro-
gram to which major changes have been made.
[0019] A method for achieving the above two objects
will be described. First, in order to restore a new program
in a block to be updated, another block that is different
from the block to be updated is secured in a flash memory
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and erased. Here, the another block will be referred to
as a temporary block. The in-vehicle control device re-
stores a new program from the received differential data
on the RAM and old programs arranged in a plurality of
blocks including the block to be updated, and writes the
new program to the temporary block. Next, after writing
to the temporary block is completed, the block to be up-
dated is erased and the new program in the temporary
block is written to the block to be updated. By repeatedly
performing this processing for all blocks to be updated,
update to the new program by differential update can be
performed. It should be noted here that when there is a
new program to be written in a temporary block, differ-
ential update is not possible because the old program
has already been erased. In the present invention, as the
new program to be written of the temporary block, com-
pressed data obtained by compressing the new program
itself is used. When decompressing the compressed da-
ta, the old program need not be referred. Alternatively,
the compressed data may be differential from predeter-
mined data such as all 0 or all 1. Also in this case, the
old program need not be referred at the time of restora-
tion. As described above, the compressed data is trans-
mitted to the in-vehicle control device by using com-
pressed data of the new program of the temporary block.
The in-vehicle control device provides a unit for decom-
pressing the received compressed data to restore the
new program and write the new program to the temporary
block.
[0020] As described above, the temporary block of the
flash memory is used for restoring the new program.
Thus, only a receiving area for receiving the differential
data or the compressed data of the RAM is used.
[0021] The other object is achieved by the means for
"restoring the new program from the differential data and
the old programs arranged in a plurality of blocks includ-
ing the block to be updated, and writing the new program
to the temporary block". The reason will be described in
detail below. In order to describe simply, a case where
major function addition is made to the new program will
be considered. In this case, a program that realizes the
new function is added to a block somewhere in the new
program. Roughly speaking, from the block to which the
new function is arranged as a reference, new programs
in blocks before the reference having upper addresses
are almost the same as old programs, and new programs
in blocks after the reference having lower addresses
move to blocks respectively having addresses lower than
those before the function addition by one due to insertion
of the new function program. As a result, the differential
data between the new program and old program in the
same block can be decreased in size for the same blocks
before the reference having upper addresses. However,
for blocks after the reference having lower addresses,
similar programs are in blocks that are shifted by one,
and thus, the size of differential data in the same blocks
is large. Therefore, in the present invention, the differen-
tial data of the new program of the block to be updated

is generated using old programs in a larger range of a
plurality of blocks including the block to be updated. Thus,
a similar old program can be found even from a block
shifted by one, resulting in decreased differential data.
[0022] By using the above-described method, even in
an in-vehicle control device using a microcomputer with
a built-in flash memory using a small amount of RAM and
composed of large blocks, differential update is enabled
and high-speed differential reprogramming is possible
even for a new program to which major changes have
been made. Details will be described in detail below with
reference to the drawings.
[0023] Hereinafter, the configuration and operation of
a system including the in-vehicle control device accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to the drawings.
[0024] First, the overall configuration of the system will
be described with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a sche-
matic diagram illustrating the overall configuration of the
system according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0025] This system includes a program generating de-
vice 100 and an in-vehicle system 3.
[0026] The program generating device 100 generates
data from a new program and the same program as a
program stored in the in-vehicle control device included
in the in-vehicle system 3, and transmits the generated
data to the in-vehicle system 3. Detail of the processing
will be described below with reference to FIGS. 7 to 11.
[0027] The program generating device 100 includes a
PC 1 and a server 2. The PC 1 is connected to the server
2 via, for example, a Local Area Network (LAN). Note
that the PC 1 and the server 2 may be connected directly
using a cross cable.
[0028] The program generating device 100 communi-
cates with the in-vehicle system 3 wirelessly. Communi-
cation is performed via, for example, the Internet, a cel-
lular phone network, a wireless LAN, or the like. In FIG.
1, in order to make the drawing easier to see, relay de-
vices such as routers or access points are not illustrated.
[0029] The in-vehicle system 3 receives data from the
program generating device 100, and updates the pro-
gram of the in-vehicle control device included in the in-
vehicle system 3 based on the received data. Details of
the processing will be described below with reference to
FIGS. 11 to 15.
[0030] Next, the configuration of the PC 1 will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a configuration
diagram of the PC 1 illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0031] The PC 1 includes a computing device 201 such
as a Central Processing Unit (CPU), an input device 202
such as a keyboard and a mouse, a display device 203
such as a Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), a communication
device 204 such as a Network Interface Card (NIC), and
a storage device 205 such as a Random Access Memory
(RAM), a Read Only Memory (ROM), or a Hard Disk Drive
(HDD). The computing device 201, the input device 202,
the display device 203, and the communication device
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204 are connected to a bus.
[0032] The storage device 205 stores an old program
that is the same as the program stored in the flash mem-
ory of the in-vehicle control device included in the in-
vehicle system 3 and a new program obtained by updat-
ing the old program. The old program and the new pro-
gram are illustrated such that they are arranged in blocks
of the flash memory of the microcomputer of the in-vehi-
cle control control device. That is, the new program and
the old program each includes a head program arranged
in a top block of 128 kB and programs arranged in se-
quential five blocks of 256 kB.
[0033] The configuration of the server 2 illustrated in
FIG. 1 is similar to that of the PC 1. That is, the server 2
includes a computing device 201S, an input device 202S,
a display device 203S, a communication device 204S,
and a storage device 205S.
[0034] Next, the configuration of the in-vehicle system
3 will be described with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a
configuration diagram of the in-vehicle system 3 illustrat-
ed in FIG. 1.
[0035] The in-vehicle system 3 includes a program
writing device 310 (gateway) and a plurality of ECUs 300
(3001 to 300n). The program writing device 310 and the
ECUs 300 communicate with each other via an in-vehicle
network CAN.
[0036] When authentication is successful, the program
writing device 310 relays data between the network out-
side the vehicle and the CAN inside the vehicle.
[0037] The ECU 300 includes a microcomputer 301
various Integrated Circuits (ICs) 304 each corresponding
to usage of one of the ECUs 300, and a communication
device 305 such as a CAN transceiver. The microcom-
puter 301 includes an SRAM 302 (volatile memory) and
a FLASH memory 303 (nonvolatile memory) therein.
[0038] The configuration of the program writing device
310 is basically the same as that of the ECU 300, but the
program writing device 310 further includes a communi-
cation device corresponding to the protocol of a network
outside the vehicle. That is, the program writing device
310 includes a microcomputer 311, various ICs 314, a
communication device 315 such as a CAN transceiver,
and a communication device 316 corresponding to a pro-
tocol of a network outside the vehicle. The microcomput-
er 311 includes an SRAM 312 and a FLASH memory 313
therein.
[0039] Next, the configuration of the SRAM 302 of the
ECU 300 will be described with reference to FIG. 4. FIG.
4 is a schematic diagram illustrating the internal config-
uration of the SRAM 302 illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0040] The SRAM 302 includes a first area 302a for
temporarily storing data and a second area 302b for re-
storing the data stored in the first area 302a.
[0041] In the present embodiment, as an example, the
size of the SRAM 302 is 48 kB, the size of the first area
302a is 256 B, and the size of the second area 302b is
4 kB.
[0042] Next, the configuration of the FLASH memory

303 will be described with reference to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is
a schematic diagram illustrating the internal configuration
of the FLASH memory 303 illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0043] The FLASH memory 303 is composed of blocks
of a plurality of sizes. In the present embodiment, as an
example, the size of the FLASH memory 303 is 1.5 MB.
The FLASH memory 303 is composed of two types of
blocks of 128 kB and 256 kB. Here, a block is a minimum
unit for erasing data. For example, when data of 4 kB is
written to a block of 128 kB, data of 4 kB is written after
erasing data of 128 kB.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 5, in the FLASH memory
303, restoration recovery software is arranged in a top
block of 128 kB. The restoration recovery software is
composed of communication software for communicat-
ing with the program writing device 310, restoration con-
trol software for identifying received data to be differential
data, compressed data, or all update data and activating
restoration software, and the restoration software. In the
following blocks of 128 kB, 256 kB, 256 kB, 256 kB, 256
kB, and 256 kB, old programs are stored.
[0045] The communication software temporarily
stores the received data received from the program writ-
ing device 310 in the first area 302a of the SRAM 302. If
the type of the data is differential data, the restoration
control software activates the restoration software and
restores a new program in the second area 302b of the
SRAM 302 from the data in the first area 302a and an
old program already existing in the FLASH memory 303.
If the type of the data is compressed data, the restoration
control software decompresses the compressed data in
the first area 302a and restores a new program in the
second area 302b of the SRAM 302. The restoration con-
trol software also performs writing processing to the tem-
porary block after the restoration. Detailed description of
the restoration processing of the in-vehicle control device
will be described in detail below using the drawings.
[0046] Next, a basic concept of generation of differen-
tial data and generation of compressed data of a block
to be updated performed by the PC 1 of the program
generating device 100 will be described with reference
to FIG. 6.
[0047] First, FIG. 6 is a diagram in which each of an
old program and a new program is arranged in block #1
to block #6 of the flash memory. Block #1 is a block having
an upper address, and block #6 is a block having a lower
address. As the old program, a program A is arranged in
block #1, a program B is arranged in block #2, a program
C is arranged in block #3, a program D is arranged in
block #4, a program E is arranged in block #5, and a
program F is arranged in block #6. On the other hand, in
the new program, a program Z is added to block #2.
Therefore, the program A is arranged in block #1, the
program Z is arranged in block #2, the program B is ar-
ranged in block #3, the program C is arranged in block
#4, the program D is arranged in block #5, and the pro-
gram E is arranged in block #6. Thus, in the new program,
the programs B to E are shifted to blocks of lower ad-
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dresses by one due to the addition of the program Z.
Here, the temporary block is considered as last block #6
indicated by 6-0.
[0048] First, a block to be updated is selected in the
order from a block of a lower address to a block of an
upper address. Block #5 indicated by 6-1 is set as the
first block to be updated. In the old program, a plurality
of blocks including the block to be updated and blocks
having upper addresses are selected. As a result, in the
old program, the programs E, D, C, B, and A of blocks
#1 to #5 are selected. Differential data for block #5 is
generated with the new program D of block #5 and the
old programs E, D, C, B, and A of blocks #1 to #5 as
input. Obviously, the new program D is similar to the old
program D. Thus, encoding software for generating the
differential data can convert the old program D into the
above-mentioned copy command by making similar sub-
strings. By encoding in this manner, differential data of
a small size can be generated. It is obvious that if the
differential data were generated between the same
blocks, the new program would not be so similar to the
old program E as to the old program D.
[0049] Next, the block #4 indicated by 6-2 is selected
as a block to be updated. For the new program C, the
old programs D, C, B, and A are used. Likewise, the pro-
gram C is included in the old programs. Thus, the differ-
ential data can be converted to a copy command by mak-
ing similar sub-strings from the program C. Through such
encoding, small differential data can be generated. Next,
the block #3 indicated by 6-3 is selected as a block to be
updated. For the new program B, the old programs C, B,
and A are used. Likewise, the program B is included in
the old programs. Thus, small differential data can be
generated. Next, the block #2 indicated by 6-4 is selected
as a block to be updated. For the new program Z, the old
programs C, B, and A are used. Unfortunately, the sim-
ilarity of the added program Z to the old programs is un-
known. Differential data cannot be necessarily made
small. Next, the block #1 indicated by 6-5 is selected as
a block to be updated. For the new program A, the old
program A is also used. Differential data can be made
small.
[0050] Finally, the temporary block 6-0 is selected as
a block to be updated #6. As described above, the old
program in the temporary block has been rewritten. Thus,
differential update is not possible. Therefore, the new
program E is compressed to generate compressed data.
[0051] The basic concept of differential data genera-
tion and compressed data generation of a block to be
updated has been described in detail. Here, as the old
programs indicated by 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, and 6-5, pro-
grams arranged in the block to be updated and a plurality
of blocks of its upper addresses are selected. The reason
is that a block of a lower address is prioritized to be a
block to be updated, and thus blocks lower than the block
to be updated already have new programs and do not
have old programs. This is a result of emphasizing the
concept that the differential data is generated from the

new program and the old program.
[0052] Of course, for a new program of a block to be
updated, combination of an old program and a new pro-
gram may be selected as old programs. For example,
when the block #4 is selected as a block to be updated,
differential data for the new program C may be generated
using the new program D in the block # 5 and the old
programs D, C, B, and A of the blocks #1 to #4. In this
way, a wider range of programs can be searched for a
similar sub-string, and thus there is a possibility that the
size of the differential data can be further decreased.
However, the encoding software for generating differen-
tial data has to generate differential data by mixing old
programs and new programs, which may complicate the
processing.
[0053] An embodiment will be described based on the
basic concept of generating differential data and com-
pressed data of a block to be updated described above.
[0054] FIG. 7 is a flowchart of encoding control soft-
ware executed on the PC 1 of the program generating
device 100. FIG. 8 is a flowchart of encoding software
called from the encoding control software to generate
differential data or compressed data of a block to be up-
dated. FIG. 9 is a flowchart of communication software
for transmitting data from the PC 1 to the server 2. FIG.
10 is a flowchart of communication software of the server
2 that receives data from the PC 1 and transmits data to
the program writing device 310. FIG. 11 is a flowchart of
communication software for receiving data from the serv-
er 2 and transmitting data to the program writing device
310. FIG. 12 is a configuration diagram of communication
frames between the program writing device 310 and an
in-vehicle control device 300. Three types of commands
are defined. FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating the opera-
tion of the restoration recovery software of the in-vehicle
control device 300. The restoration recovery software is
composed of the communication software, the restora-
tion control software, and the restoration software. FIG.
14 is a flowchart illustrating the operation of the restora-
tion control software. FIG. 15 is a flowchart of the resto-
ration software.
[0055] Embodiments will be described in detail with ref-
erence to the drawings.
[0056] FIG. 7 is a flowchart of the encoding control soft-
ware 700 executed on the PC 1. The input is old programs
OLD (n), n = 1 to N720 obtained by dividing the old pro-
gram such that the obtained old programs each have a
size of a corresponding block of the microcomputer, new
programs NEW (n), n = 1 to N725, a block number K715
which can uniquely identify a temporary block, and type
instruction information INST 710 for instructing genera-
tion of differential data. In the present embodiment, the
type instruction information INST 710 is only an instruc-
tion for generating differential data, but the embodiment
can be expanded to allow an instruction for generating
compressed data for all the blocks. The processing in-
cludes selecting a block to be updated, instructing the
encoding software to take a differential or to compress,
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and activating the encoding software for each block to
be updated to generate differential data or compressed
data.
[0057] The encoding control software 700 first deter-
mines whether INST instructs generation of differential
data in 730. This INST is a parameter instructed by a
user of the encoding control software 700. If YES, an
initial value N is set to a variable i in 735 after 730. The
variable i is the block number to be updated. N is the last
block number. Next, in 740, it is checked whether the
variable i is the temporary block number K. If NO, in 745,
DIFFERENTIAL is set to a variable Gen, in 750, old pro-
grams in the block to be updated and a plurality of blocks
OLD (j), j = 1, ..., i are set to a variable OldB, and in 755,
a new program NEW (i) of the block to be updated i is
set to a variable NewB. In 760, the encoding software is
then activated.
[0058] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the encoding software
generates differential data by using the type instruction
Gen, the old program OldB, and the new program NesB
as input, stores the differential data in a variable DIFF,
and stores the size of the differential data in a variable
DIFFSIZE. Detailed description will be provided below
with reference to FIG. 8. What is important here is that
as old programs used for the processing of the new pro-
gram of the block to be updated i, old programs in a plu-
rality of blocks 1 to (i-1) in addition to the block to be
updated i are input to the encoding software.
[0059] Next, when the execution of the encoding soft-
ware is completed, the differential data DIFF is stored in
a variable Diff (i) in 765, and the size of the differential
data DIFFSIZE is stored in a variable DiffSize (i) in 766.
In this manner, the differential data of the block to be
updated i is stored in Diff (i), and the size of the differential
data is stored in DiffSize (i). Next, in step 770, the variable
i is decremented and a next block to be updated is se-
lected. In 775, if i = 0, the encoding of all blocks to be
updated is completed, and if i is not 0, the encoding is
not completed, and thus 740 is repeated again through
780. In 740, it is checked whether the block to be updated
i is the temporary block K. If YES, compressed data gen-
eration instruction is set to the variable Gen in 785. In
786, the new program New (K) of the temporary block K
is stored in the variable NewB, and in 787, the encoding
software is activated.
[0060] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the encoding software
generates compressed data by using the type instruction
Gen and the new program NesB as input. The com-
pressed data is stored in the variable DIFF, and the size
of the compressed data is stored in the variable DIFF-
SIZE. Detailed description will be provided below with
reference to FIG. 8. When the execution of the encoding
software is completed, the compressed data DIFF is
stored in the variable Diff (i) in 788, and the size of the
compressed data DIFFSIZE is stored in the variable Diff-
Size (i) in 789. In this manner, the differential data of the
block to be updated i is stored in Diff (i), and the size of
the differential data is stored in DiffSize (i). As described

above, the differential data or the compressed data is
stored in the variable Diff (i), i = 1 to N, and the size of
the differential data or the compressed data is stored in
the variable DiffSize (i), i = 1 to N. It can be understood
that the differential data is the compressed data in the
case of i = K.
[0061] Next, a flowchart of the encoding software 800
will be described with reference to FIG. 8.
[0062] The input is a type instruction Gen 810, old pro-
grams OldB 820 in a plurality of blocks including the block
to be updated, and a new program 830 of the block to be
updated. The encoding software 800 first determines
whether the type instruction Gen is DIFFERENTIAL in
840. If YES, the differential data is generated in the fol-
lowing steps. In 850, a differential generating unit search-
es for similar sub-strings between the new program and
the old programs using OldB 820 and NewB 830 that are
input, and encodes a sub-string of the new program into
a copy command. By encoding the sub-string similar to
the old program along with the address and the size
thereof, the copy command can be decoded. If a sub-
string similar to a sub-string of a new program does not
exist in the old program, the sub-string of the new pro-
gram is added to an add command and the add command
is encoded.
[0063] In this manner, the differential generation unit
850 encodes using the copy command and the add com-
mand, but the differential generating unit 850 may en-
codes by using other differential generating methods. For
example, if a sub-string similar to a sub-string of a new
program exists in the old program, a subtraction sub-
string may be generated by subtracting the sub-string of
the old program from the sub-string of the new program,
and a pair of the subtraction sub-string and a subtraction
command may be encoded to be encoded data.
[0064] If the sub-string of the new program is not similar
to any sub-string of any old program, the sub-string of
the new program and a new command may be paired
and encoded to be encoded data. The encoded data ob-
tained by encoding as described above is input to a com-
pression unit 860 through 855. The compression unit 860
encodes the encoded data into differential data having
even smaller size, and stores the differential data in the
variable DIFF in 870. Here, the compression unit 860
may use any compression algorithm as long as the al-
gorithm is a reversible. For example, ZIP or a dictionary-
type algorithm using a sliding window such as LZ77 may
be used. Compression algorithms can efficiently com-
press sub-strings in which digits of the same value are
consecutive. Thus, the above-described subtraction sub-
string can be made very small. As a result, the size of
differential data can be decreased. Finally, the size of
the differential data is stored in the variable DIFFSIZE in
880, and the processing ends.
[0065] On the other hand, if NO in 840, the compres-
sion unit 860 is executed through 845. The new program
NewB is input through 835 and compressed, so that com-
pressed data is generated. Next, through 865, the com-
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pressed data is stored in the variable DIFF in 870. Next,
in 880, the size of the compressed data is stored in the
variable DIFFSIZE and the processing ends.
[0066] FIG. 9 is a flowchart in which the PC 1 transmits
differential data to the server 2. Communication software
900 transmits the differential data Diff (i), 1 to N generated
by the PC 1 in 910, the size of the differential data DiffSize
(i), 1 to N, and the temporary block number.
[0067] FIG. 10 is a flowchart of communication soft-
ware 1000 that makes the server 2 receive the differential
data from the PC 1 and transmit the data to the program
writing device 310.
[0068] In 1010, the server 2 receives the differential
data from the PC 1, records the data in 1020, and trans-
mits the differential data to the program writing device
310 in 1030.
[0069] FIG. 11 is a flowchart of communication soft-
ware 1100 that makes the program writing device 310
receive the differential data from the server 2, and trans-
mit the differential data to the in-vehicle control device
300 through an in-vehicle network. In 1110, the program
writing device 310 receives the differential data the server
2, and records the data in 1120. Next, in 1130, the pro-
gram writing device 310 determines whether software
update is possible depending on the state of the vehicle.
That is, the program writing device 310 determines
whether the vehicle is in a stop state to consume a little
lead battery, and the lead battery has sufficient storage
capacity. If YES, the program writing device 310 gener-
ates a frame in 1140, and transmits the differential data
to the in-vehicle control device 300 in 1150. If NO in 1130,
the program writing device 310 waits until the vehicle is
ready for software update.
[0070] Here, transmission of differential data in 1150
will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 12.
[0071] FIG. 12 illustrates the types of frames when the
differential data is transmitted to the in-vehicle control
device 300. There are three types of frames illustrated
in FIG. 12.
[0072] A frame (a) is a frame for informing the in-vehicle
control device 300 of the information of the block to be
updated. A command f1 is a download command and a
type f2 indicates which of differential data, compressed
data, or a new program itself the data being transmitted
is. A size f3 indicates the size of the data being transmit-
ted. The size is the size of data of the type f2. A block
address f4 indicates the head address of the block to be
updated.
[0073] Next, a frame (b) is a frame for transmitting data
to the in-vehicle control device 300. A command f1 is a
transfer data command, and a counter f5 is a counter
indicating the number of transmissions of a transfer data
frame. The count is incremented for each transmission.
Block data f6 is data being transmitted. The transfer data
frame is a frame used for transmitting data having a size
specified by the size f3 of the download frame. However,
it is not possible to successively transmit data larger than
the size of a reception buffer of the in-vehicle control de-

vice 300. For this reason, after data having a certain size
is divided for a plurality of transmissions and transmitted
successively, the program writing device 310 has to wait
for a response from the in-vehicle control device 300 to
transmit next data having a certain size. Here, since the
size of the first area 302a, which is the reception buffer,
is 256 B, the data is divided into 6-byte parts and the data
of 256 B is transmitted. Furthermore, by repeating the
transmission of 256 B data, data having the size f3 is
transmitted.
[0074] Finally, a frame (c) is a download end com-
mand. The command f1 indicates the end of download-
ing. That is, when the transmission of the data having
the size f3 of the download command is completed, the
frame (c) is transmitted to the in-vehicle control device
300.
[0075] The frames between the program writing device
310 and the in-vehicle control device 300 have been de-
scribed. Before describing the details of communication,
the overall operation of the restoration recovery software
of the in-vehicle control device 300 will be described with
reference to FIG. 13.
[0076] The differential data of the blocks to be updated
is transmitted to the in-vehicle control device 300 in the
order from the differential data Diff (N) of the N-th block
to the differential data Diff (1) of the 1-st block. First, the
differential data Diff (N) of the N-th block to be updated
is transmitted from the program writing device 310 to the
in-vehicle control device 300.
[0077] Upon receiving the differential data Diff (N), the
restoration recovery software 1300 of the in-vehicle con-
trol device 300 executes the restoration control software
in 1310 and writes the new program restored by the res-
toration software to the N-th block. When writing is com-
pleted, the restoration recovery software 1300 returns a
response to the program writing device 310. Similarly,
differential data Diff (N-1) of the (N-1)-th block to be up-
dated is transmitted to the in-vehicle control device 300.
[0078] Upon receiving the differential data Diff (N-1),
the restoration recovery software 1300 of the in-vehicle
control device 300 executes the restoration control soft-
ware in 1320 and writes the new program restored by
the restoration software to the (N-1)-th block. When writ-
ing is completed, the restoration recovery software 1300
returns a response to the program writing device 310.
Similarly, differential data Diff (1) of the 1-st block to be
updated is transmitted to the in-vehicle control device
300.
[0079] Upon receiving the differential data Diff (1), the
restoration recovery software 1300 of the in-vehicle con-
trol device 300 executes the restoration control software
in 1330 and writes the new program restored by the res-
toration software to the 1-st block. When writing is com-
pleted, the restoration recovery software 1300 returns a
response to the program writing device 310. Finally, the
compressed data Diff (K) of the temporary block is trans-
mitted to the in-vehicle control device 300.
[0080] Upon receiving the compressed data Diff (K),
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the restoration recovery software 1300 of the in-vehicle
control device 300 executes the restoration control soft-
ware in 1330 and writes the new program restored by
the restoration software to the K-th block, which is the
temporary block. When writing is completed, the resto-
ration recovery software 1300 returns a response to the
program writing device 310. The above-described oper-
ation of the restoration recovery software 1300 can up-
date the new program.
[0081] FIG. 14 is a flowchart of the restoration control
software 1400. A detailed operation for one block to be
updated will be described.
[0082] First, the type f2 of the data Diff (i) of the i-th
block, the block address f4 of the block to be updated,
and the data size f3 are transmitted from the program
writing device 310 to the in-vehicle control device 300 in
a download frame. Here, the type f2 of the download
frame is COMPRESSION if the block is the temporary
block, and is DIFFERENTIAL if the block is another block.
The size f3 is the size of data DiffSize (i). The block ad-
dress f4 is the head address of the i-th block.
[0083] The restoration control software 1400 of the in-
vehicle control device 300 records the type f1 of the
download frame in 1410. The restoration control software
1400 also records the block address f4 indicating the
head address of the block to be updated and the size of
the data f3. Next, the restoration control software 1400
erases the predetermined temporary block. The restora-
tion control software 1400 returns a response to the pro-
gram writing device 310 after the erasing is completed.
Next, the program writing device 310 transmits a transfer
data frame. First, the counter f5 is incremented and set,
and data of Diff (i) having 256 Byte is set in the block
data f6, and divided transmission is performed.
[0084] Upon receiving data of 256 B in first area 302a
in 1411, the restoration control software 1400 of the in-
vehicle control device 300 inputs the already recorded
type f1 to the restoration software and activates the res-
toration software. The restoration software generates a
new program in the second area 302b depending on the
type f1. The restoration control software 1400 writes the
generated new program to the temporary block. When
writing is completed, the restoration control software
1400 returns a response to the program writing device
310. The restoration control software 1400 repeats the
processing of restoring the new program and writing the
new program to the temporary block in 1412 and 1413
every time when the restoration control software 1400
receives 256 B in the transfer data frame. When trans-
mission of the differential data or the compressed data
of the block to be updated is completed, the program
writing device 310 transmits a download end frame.
[0085] Upon receiving the download end frame, the in-
vehicle control device 300 identifies the block to be up-
dated from the block address f4 of the block to be updated
that has already been recorded and erases the block to
be updated. Next, the in-vehicle control device 300 cop-
ies the new program in the temporary block to the block

to be updated. After the copy is completed, the in-vehicle
control device 300 returns a response to the program
writing device 310 and the processing ends. As described
above, writing of the new program to the block to be up-
dated is completed.
[0086] Referring now to FIG. 15, a flowchart of the res-
toration software 1500 will be described.
[0087] The input is the type f2 of received data 1510,
the received data 256 B in the first area 302a 1515, the
second area 302b 1520, and old programs in the first to
the i-th blocks 1525 of the flash memory. The old pro-
grams in the 1-st to i-th blocks 1525 indicate the range
of the old programs illustrated in FIG. 6.
[0088] The restoration software 1500 is roughly com-
posed of two units: a decompression unit 1530 and a
differential restoration unit 1545. The received data 256
B as the input 1515 is compressed data or differential
data. However, since both are compressed, first, the re-
ceived data is decompressed by the decompression unit
1530. As a result, decompressed data 1535 is generated.
Here, the decompression software of the decompression
unit is software paired with the compression unit 860 of
FIG. 8. However, the compression unit 860 and decom-
pression unit 1530 are not limited as long as they are
reversible compression and decompression software.
For example, ZIP or sliding dictionary type LZ77 may be
used.
[0089] Next, in 1540, it is determined whether the type
f2 of the received data is DIFFERENTIAL or COMPRES-
SION. If the type is DIFFERENTIAL, the differential res-
toration unit 1545 restores a restored program 1550 us-
ing the decompressed data 1535 and the old programs
in the 1-st to i-th block 1525. Describing in detail, it is
assumed that the decompressed data 1535 is composed
of a copy command, an add command, and a new sub-
string. For a copy command, the differential restoration
unit 1545 copies from the old programs 1525 to generate
a restoration program 1550. On the other hand, for an
add command, the differential restoration unit 1545 gen-
erates a restoration program 1550 using the new sub-
string. A new program can be restored by repeating these
operations.
[0090] A case where the decompressed data 1535 is
composed of a pair of a subtraction command and a sub-
traction sub-string or a pair of a sub-string of a new pro-
gram and a new command is assumed. The subtraction
command is a differential between a sub-string of a new
program and a similar sub-string of an old program.
Therefore, the differential restoration unit 1545 adds the
subtraction sub-string and the specified sub-string of the
old programs 1525 to generate the restoring program
1550.
[0091] For a new command, a sub-string which is a
counterpart of the new command is generated into the
restoration program 1550. In this way, the differential res-
toration unit 1545 can restore a new program and gen-
erate a restoration program 1550. Next, the restoration
program 1550 is stored in the second area 302a.
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[0092] Next, the processing in the case where the type
f2 is COMPRESSION in 1540 will be described. If the
type f2 is COMPRESSION, the decompressed data 1535
is the new program itself. Therefore, the decompressed
data 1560 is stored in the second area 302b in 1560 and
the processing ends.
[0093] In this way, since the restoration software 1500
can identify whether the data type is compression or dif-
ferential according to the type f2 and restore the new
program, the restoration software 1500 can restore the
new program from the differential data 1310 to 1330, and
from the compressed data 1340 in FIG. 13.
[0094] There has been described an embodiment of
an in-vehicle control device using a microcomputer with
a built-in flash memory using a small amount of RAM and
composed of large blocks, in which, restoration process-
ing of differential reprogramming is possible, and resto-
ration of a new program in a short time is possible by
decreasing the size of differential data even for a new
program to which major changes have been made.
[0095] Next, an embodiment, in which reprogramming
of an already shipped in-vehicle control device can be
completed in a short time by using the restoration recov-
ery software described in detail in the present embodi-
ment will be described.
[0096] First, the already shipped in-vehicle control de-
vice is an ECU having a flash memory configuration of
Existing ECU Configuration (a) in FIG. 16. That is, the
flash memory is composed of a boot portion and old pro-
grams, differential update software is not implemented
in the boot portion, and full-text data update software is
implemented. An object of the present invention is to pro-
vide means for achieving high-speed update of such an
existing ECU by differential update.
[0097] In order to realize the differential data update,
it is obviously necessary to download restoration recov-
ery software for restoring the differential data to the in-
vehicle control device and execute the software. The con-
cept and procedure will be described with reference to
FIG. 16.
[0098] As already described, the Existing ECU Config-
uration (a) is composed of a boot portion and old pro-
grams, and initialization processing and conventional
full-text data update software are implemented in the boot
portion. The ECU performs control for executing full-text
data update software in the boot portion if an abnormality
occurs in initialization processing, and for executing the
application if no abnormality occurs.
[0099] The Restoration Recovery Software Download
(b) illustrates a state where restoration recovery software
is downloaded from the program writing device and writ-
ten in a block of 128 kB of the flash memory. In this way,
restoration recovery software is downloaded to a prede-
termined block.
[0100] Next, Differential Update (c) illustrates a state
where the restoration recovery software is activated and
all other blocks are written to new programs by differential
update in the procedure already described in the embod-

iment.
[0101] Finally, Restoration Recovery Software Portion
Update (d) illustrates a state where the restoration re-
covery software in the remaining block of 128 kB is re-
written to a new program. By combining the full-text data
update and the differential update using differential data
in such a procedure, the reprogramming time is short-
ened.
[0102] A detailed operation for realizing such a proce-
dure will be described with reference to FIG. 17. Refer-
ence numeral 1700 denotes a procedure of existing ECU
differential update. In the present embodiment, restora-
tion recovery software is written in the 2-nd block.
[0103] From the program writing device 310 to the in-
vehicle control device 300, the restoration recovery soft-
ware is downloaded in the 2-nd block (b). This download
is realized by the full-text data update software in the
boot portion. The in-vehicle control device 300 writes the
restoration recovery software (restoration control soft-
ware, restoration software) received in 1710 into the 2-
nd block. When writing is completed, the restoration re-
covery software 1300 returns a response to the program
writing device 310.
[0104] Next, the program writing device 310 requests
ECU reset to the in-vehicle control device 300. In 1720,
the in-vehicle control device resets the ECU, and starts
initialization processing of the boot portion. If no abnor-
mality occurs, the in-vehicle control device activates the
restoration control software in the 2-nd block and returns
a response.
[0105] Next, the program writing device 310 transmits
the encoded data (differential data or compressed data)
in the N-th to the 3-rd blocks to the in-vehicle control
device 300 (c), and the in-vehicle control device 300 ex-
ecutes the restoration control software and the restora-
tion software to restore a new program using the differ-
ential data or the compressed data every time when the
in-vehicle control device 300 receives the encoded data
of one of Diff (N) to Diff (3), writes the new program to
the corresponding one of the N-th to 3-rd blocks in 1730,
and returns a response with an abnormality diagnosis
code set.
[0106] Next, the program writing device 310 requests
ECU reset. The in-vehicle control device resets the ECU
in 1740 to perform initialization processing of the boot
portion, activates full-text data update software in the
boot portion due to abnormality diagnosis, and returns a
response.
[0107] Next, the program writing device 310 down-
loads a new program in the 2-nd block (d). The in-vehicle
control device 300 receives the new program in the 2-nd
and writes the new program to the 2-nd in 1750.
[0108] As described above, the old program has been
rewritten to a new program.
[0109] In the present embodiment, the ECU is control-
led such that the restoration control software is activated
as an application after resetting the ECU or the control
for activating the full-text data update software in the boot

17 18 



EP 3 358 465 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

portion is performed by setting the abnormality diagnosis
code. However, such control is possible by setting a
mode. That is, it is possible to activate the full-text data
update software in the boot portion in a repro mode, and
to activate the restoration control software in a normal
mode. Such switch can be performed in any way.
[0110] Thus, it can be seen that the updating procedure
of the existing ECU in the present embodiment is com-
posed of three phases. The first phase is the download
of the restoration recovery software by full-text data up-
date. The second phase is the differential update by ex-
ecuting the restoration recovery software. The third
phase is the writing of a new program to the restoration
recovery software portion by full-text data update.
[0111] Even in an ECU has restoration software pre-
viously stored in a flash memory, the restoration software
may have a defect. FIG. 18 is a flowchart for updating
the restoration software in such case. Therefore, the ECU
has a predetermined block in the flash memory for storing
restoration software and restoration control software. In
FIG. 18, first, processing 1810 of downloading the res-
toration software and writing restoration software to the
2-nd block is performed. Next, ECU is reset to execute
the restoration control software 1820. Next, the encoded
data of the N-th to 3-rd blocks Diff (N) to Diff (3) is down-
loaded. In 1830, the in-vehicle control device 300 exe-
cutes the restoration control software and the download-
ed restoration software to restore a new program using
the differential data or the compressed data every time
when the in-vehicle control device 300 receives the en-
coded data of one of Diff (N) to Diff (3), writes the new
program to the corresponding one of the N-th to 3-rd
blocks, and returns a response with an abnormality di-
agnosis code set.
[0112] Although this is a flowchart for sequentially up-
dating the restoration software and encoded data as de-
scribed above, it is of course possible to update only the
restoration software.
[0113] In summary, the in-vehicle control device ac-
cording to the present embodiment can be described as
follows.
[0114] Provided is an in-vehicle control device capable
of updating a program based on update content provided
from an update tool, the in-vehicle control device being
provided with a first memory provided with a plurality of
blocks for storing the program and a second memory.
When updating the program, differential data between
the program and the update program is stored in the sec-
ond memory, an update program for a block to be updat-
ed among the plurality of blocks is recreated in another
block which is different from the block to be updated using
the differential data and old programs before the update,
and the update program recreated in the another block
is written to the block to be updated.
[0115] From the viewpoint of the system, the above
processing can be described as follows.
[0116] Provided is a program update system that up-
dates a program installed in an in-vehicle control device

based on update content provided from an update tool,
the in-vehicle control device being provided with a first
memory provided with a plurality of blocks for storing the
program and a second memory. When updating the pro-
gram, the update tool transmits differential data between
the program and update program to the in-vehicle control
device, and the in-vehicle control device stores the re-
ceived differential data in the second memory, recreates
the update program for a block to be updated among the
plurality of blocks in another block that is different from
the block to be updated using the differential data and
old programs before the update, and writes the update
program recreated in the another block to the block to be
updated.
[0117] From the viewpoint of a method, the above
processing can be described as follows.
[0118] Provided is a program update system that is a
program update method that updates a program installed
in an in-vehicle control device based on update content
provided from an update tool, the in-vehicle control de-
vice being provided with a first memory provided with a
plurality of blocks for storing the program and a second
memory. The program update method includes a step of
transmitting, by the update tool, differential data between
the program and update program to the in-vehicle control
device, and a step of storing, by the in-vehicle control
device, the received differential data in the second mem-
ory, a step of reproducing, by the in-vehicle control de-
vice, the update program for a block to be updated among
the plurality of blocks in another block that is different
from the block to be updated using the differential data
and old programs before the update, and a step of writing,
by the in-vehicle control device, the update program rec-
reated in the another block to the block to be updated.
[0119] Further, from the viewpoint of differential update
software, the above processing can be described as fol-
lows.
[0120] Provided is program update software that caus-
es a computing device mounted on an in-vehicle control
device to update a program installed in the in-vehicle
control device based on update content, the in-vehicle
control device being provided with a first memory provid-
ed with a plurality of blocks for storing the program and
a second memory. When updating the program, the pro-
gram update software causes the computing device to
recreate the update program for a block to be updated
among the plurality of blocks in another block that is dif-
ferent from the block to be updated referring to differential
data between the program and the update program from
the second memory and referring to old programs before
the update from the first memory, and write the update
program recreated in the another block to the block to be
updated.
[0121] As described in detail above, the entire of the
present embodiment can be summarized again as fol-
lows. First, the present embodiment has two objects. The
first object is to make it possible to achieve restoration
processing of differential reprogramming even in an in-
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vehicle control device using a microcomputer with a large
built-in flash memory using a small amount of RAM and
composed of a plurality of blocks, and to enable restora-
tion of a new program in a short time by decreasing the
size of differential data even for a new program to which
major changes have been made.
[0122] The second object is to provide means for dif-
ferential update to a so-called existing in-vehicle control
device or an existing ECU that does not have a differential
update function. The existing in-vehicle control device
means an in-vehicle control device such as a flash mem-
ory that includes a flash memory and a temporary storage
used as a work area. The flash memory is composed of
a non-rewritable area called a boot portion and a rewri-
table area called an application portion. In the non-rewri-
table area, at least initialization software, communication
software for communication with a program rewriting de-
vice, flash writing software, and full-text update software
using full-text are arranged. An object of the present em-
bodiment is to provide an in-vehicle control device, a pro-
gram update system, and program update software that
achieve the above-described two objects.
[0123] One means for solving the problem of the
present embodiment includes a first memory including a
plurality of blocks for storing a program and a second
memory for temporarily storing data, when updating the
program, stores the differential data between the pro-
gram and the update program in the second memory,
restores/creates the update program for the block to be
updated into another block different from the block to be
updated using the stored differential data and the old
program in the plurality of blocks before the update, and
then copies the other block to the block to be updated.
The point here is the size of the differential data can be
decreased by restoring/generating a new program of a
block to be updated referring to a plurality of successive
old programs. Here, the new program is temporarily re-
stored/generated in another block, and then copied to
the block to be updated. Thus, the block is called a tem-
porary block.
[0124] The second means for achieving the object of
the present embodiment is achieved by an updating unit
composed of three phases for differential update of an
in-vehicle control device that does not have a differential
update function, that is, an existing ECU. Needless to
say, it is necessary to download restoration recovery soft-
ware having a differential update function, but simply
downloading only the differential update software is not
enough. The restoring recovery software to be download-
ed includes a communication function for receiving a
communication command and differential data from the
program writing device, a restoration function for restor-
ing and generating a new program from the received dif-
ferential data and old programs, a restoration control
function for activating the restoring function by identifying
the type of the communication command and writing the
restored/generated new program to a block of an appli-
cation portion, and the like. In addition, it is a point to

download the restoration recovery software of such a
configuration to the head of the application portion.
[0125] Further, it is assumed that the existing ECU has
a flash memory configuration composed of a non-rewri-
table area called a boot portion and a rewritable area
called an application portion, full-text update software us-
ing full-text data exists in the boot portion, and a program
and data that can be updated are arranged in the appli-
cation portion.
[0126] The updating unit composed of three phases
will be described below.
In the first phase, the restoration recovery software is
downloaded to the head of the application portion using
the full-text update software existing in the existing ECU
and the existing ECU is reset. In the second phase, the
recovery restoration software is activated as application
software to restore and generate a new program from
the differential program and old programs by differential
update, the block of the application portion is updated,
and the existing ECU is reset. In the third phase, the new
program is downloaded to the head of the application
portion using the existing full-text update software. Al-
though the basic concept for achieving the object has
been described above, it will be described in more detail
below.
[0127] In the first phase, the restoration recovery soft-
ware is downloaded to the head of the application portion
and the ECU is reset. In the second phase, the boot por-
tion is executed immediately after the resetting. After the
execution, the restoration recovery software arranged at
the head of the application portion is executed. The re-
covery restoration software receives the differential data
of the block to be updated, refers the old programs in the
plurality of blocks of the application portion to re-
store/generate a new program into the temporary block,
and thereafter copies the temporary block to the block to
be updated. After completion of the restoration/genera-
tion and copying processing for all blocks to be updated,
the ECU is reset. In the last third phase, the full-text up-
date software of the boot portion writes the new program
to the head of the application portion. By the above-de-
scribed basic operation, new programs are written to all
the blocks of the application portion.
[0128] According to the first means of this embodiment,
old programs in a large area can be referred at the time
of restoration even for a new program to which major
changes have been made. As a result, the size of differ-
ential data can be decreased, and thus the restoration
software of the in-vehicle control device can restore/gen-
erate a new program at high speed. Furthermore, the
present embodiment has another big advantageous ef-
fect. If an unexpected event such as power shutdown
occurs due to running out of the capacity of an in-vehicle
battery during differential update, retry is possible. Since
the block undergoing the differential update is the tem-
porary block, the old program in the block to be updated
remains as it is. Therefore, even if power shutdown oc-
curs at this point, a new program can be restored/gen-
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erated by referring to the old program again after the
power supply is restored. Also, even if power shutdown
occurs while copying the temporary block to the block to
be updated, the new program remains in the temporary
block although the old program in the block to be updated
is destroyed halfway. Thus, the update can be completed
by writing the new program to the block to be updated
again. As described above, the means for restoring/gen-
erating a new program to the temporary block makes it
possible to decrease the size of the differential data, and
has advantage that a new program can be restored by
retry even if an abnormality such as a power shutdown
occurs.
[0129] According to the two means of the present em-
bodiment, it is possible to update the in-vehicle control
device at high speed even when the in-vehicle control
device does not have the differential updating function.
Thus, the present embodiment has an advantage that
the range to be used for differential update of the in-ve-
hicle control device can be greatly expanded.
[0130] As described above, there are three phases for
differential update of an in-vehicle control device that
does not have the differential updating function, that is,
a so-called existing ECU.
[0131] In the existing ECU, the program in the boot
portion is executed first. A diagnosis to check whether
there is no abnormality in the memory of the microcom-
puter or there is no abnormality in the external circuit, for
example is performed. If no abnormality is found as a
result, the program in the application portion is executed.
In a state where the program in the application portion is
executed, the in-vehicle writing device can activate the
full-text update software in the boot portion. That is, it is
assumed that command processing to "activate full-text
update software" already implemented in the existing
ECU is already installed in the existing ECU. In the first
phase, the existing ECU receives the command to "ac-
tivate full-text update software" by using the full-text up-
date software, downloads the restoration recovery soft-
ware, and resets the ECU. In the second phase, after the
execution of the boot portion, the software in the appli-
cation portion, that is, the restoration recovery software
is executed. The restoration recovery software is in a
state waiting for a command from the in-vehicle writing
device. In this state, normal program update is not pos-
sible. This is because the restoration recovery software
is operating on the flash of the application portion, and
the program update is processing of rewriting the flash,
and thus, the program update causes the restoration re-
covery software to rewrite the restoration recovery soft-
ware itself. Therefore, it is assumed that the flash memory
can be rewritten only when a special command meaning,
"rewrite the operating software itself" is received from the
in-vehicle writing device. As described above, as long as
restoration recovery software is located within the head
block of the application portion or within the range of 2
to 3 adjacent blocks, most of the blocks of the other ap-
plication portions can be rewritten by differential update.

The point is differential update of blocks of the application
portion except for a block in which the restoration recov-
ery software is installed is performed in this way. The
existing ECU is reset at the end of the second phase.
[0132] Finally, in the third phase, the restoration recov-
ery software in the application portion is executed again
after the boot portion is executed. Here, upon receipt of
a command to "activate full-text update software" from
the in-vehicle writing device, the full-text update software
in the boot portion is activated. Utilizing the full-text up-
date software, the block having the restoration recovery
software already installed therein is full-text updated to
a new program.
[0133] The point is, in the first and third phases, there
is a command to "activate full-text update software" al-
ready installed in the existing ECU as described above,
and thus full-text update is performed using the com-
mand, and in the second phase, the communication soft-
ware which is a part of the restoration recovery software
is operating, and this communication software receives
the command to "rewrite the operating software itself"
and performs differential update. The recovery software
is configured such that it can receive such a new com-
mand.
[0134] Next, an embodiment in which the configuration
of restoration recovery software to be downloaded to an
already shipped in-vehicle control device is changed will
be described.
[0135] FIG. 16 is a configuration diagram of a flash
memory of the existing ECU. The flash memory config-
uration of the existing ECU has already been described
in detail, but it will be described again. First, in Existing
ECU Configuration (a), the flash memory is composed
of a boot portion that is a program non-rewritable area
and an application portion that is a program rewritable
area. The boot portion has a program for initializing a
memory and diagnosing whether the program is broken,
full-text update software for updating an old program ar-
ranged in the application portion of the existing ECU,
communication software for receiving an instruction com-
mand and a new program from the program writing de-
vice, and flash memory writing software for writing the
new program in the application portion. Next, in the dia-
gram of Restoration Recovery Software Download (b),
the head of the application portion is the 2-nd block. This
does not mean the head of physical arrangement, but
means the head of the program of the application portion
that is executed first from the boot portion. Here, the head
of the 2-nd block is set as the head to branch from the
boot portion to the application. That is, the block to which
the differential recovery software is downloaded is the 2-
nd block. This is because differential recovery software
can be executed from the boot portion if the differential
recovery software is downloaded here.
[0136] The diagram of the Differential Update (c) is a
diagram in which the restoration recovery software is
downloaded to the 2-nd block and written in the applica-
tion portion of the flash memory. As described above,
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the flash memory is in a state where the old program in
the 2-nd block is overwritten to the restoration recovery
software. The diagram illustrates a state where the res-
toration recovery software is activated after the ECU is
reset, receives the differential data, restore/generate a
new program, and rewrites all the other blocks to new
programs. The last diagram of Restoration Recovery
Software Portion Update (d) illustrates a state where the
2-nd block has been rewritten to a new program by the
full-text update software of the boot portion, and it can
be seen that all the blocks have been rewritten to new
programs. The flash memory configuration of the above-
described existing ECU has been described in detail.
[0137] Next, with reference to FIG. 17, the restoration
recovery software having a modified configuration will be
described. First, the configuration of the restoration re-
covery software (b) includes four pieces of software that
are restoration software for restoring/generating a new
program using differential data and old programs ar-
ranged in the application portion of the flash memory,
communication software for receiving a communication
command, a differential instruction command, and the
like from a program rewriting device in differential update
or sending a response, restoration control software for
activating the restoration software to restore/generate a
new program and instruct writing of the generated new
program for the application portion of the flash memory,
and flash writing software for writing the new program to
the flash memory. This is a configuration obtained by
adding the flash rewriting software to configuration of the
restoration recovery software that has been described.
[0138] The differential update of the existing ECU is
executed in the following three phases. In Phase 1, the
existing ECU receives the downloaded restoration recov-
ery software (b) using the communication software of the
boot portion and the full-text update software, writes the
restoration recovery software to the 2-nd block in which
the old program is arranged using the flash memory writ-
ing software of the boot portion, and resets the ECU. That
is, this is processing of destroying the old program and
writing the restoration recovery software.
[0139] In Phase 2, the existing ECU executes the res-
toration recovery software that has been downloaded to
the 2-nd block of the application portion after executing
the boot portion by the reset. First, the communication
software, the flash writing software, and the like are ini-
tialized and set to be in an executable state. Next, the
existing ECU executes the restoration control software
to set it in a state waiting for a command from the program
rewriting device. Next, upon receiving the differential data
(Diff) of the (N)-th block to the 3-rd block (c) from the
program rewriting device, the existing ECU activates the
restoration software to perform differential update from
the differential data of the (N)-th block to the 3-rd block
and the old programs to restore/generate new programs,
and write the new programs of the N-th to the 3-rd blocks
to the N-th block to 3-rd block of the flash memory using
the flash writing software. The existing ECU then resets

itself.
[0140] In Phase 3, the existing ECU receives the new
program for the 2-nd block (d) transmitted from the pro-
gram writing device by using the communication software
of the boot portion of the existing ECU and the full-text
update software, writes the new program for the 2-nd
block to the 2-nd block using the flash writing software
of the boot portion, and resets the existing ECU. This
means that the 2-nd block that has been destroyed by
the recovery restoration software is rewritten to the new
program.
[0141] As described above, in the differential updating
method of the existing ECU composed of the three phas-
es, the full-text updating processing is limited to twice
(the phases 1 and 3) for the 2-nd block and differential
update is possible for the 3-rd to the N-th blocks. Thus,
highspeed rewriting can be expected.
[0142] Next, the processing of Phases 1 to 3 will be
described collectively. Phase 1 is a phase for download-
ing the restoration recovery software to the existing ECU
and to the head of the application portion. When a pro-
gram update instruction is issued from the program re-
writing device, the existing ECU first activates the existing
full-text update software arranged in the boot portion.
Next, when the differential recovery software is trans-
ferred from the program rewriting device to the applica-
tion portion (2-nd block), the existing ECU receives the
differential recovery software using the existing full-text
update software of the boot portion. The differential re-
covery software received here is composed of four pieces
of software that are restoration software for differential
restoration, communication software operating in the ap-
plication portion, restoration control software, and flash
writing software. Next, the differential recovery software
is written to the 2-nd block of the application portion by
using the existing flash memory writing software of the
boot portion. Then, the existing ECU is reset, and Phase
1 ends.
[0143] Next, Phase 2 will be described. After the reset,
first, the program of the boot portion is executed. If the
diagnostic processing of the boot portion results in nor-
mal, a program (restoration recovery software) arranged
at the head of the application portion (the head of the 2-
nd block) is executed. As the order of execution of the
restoration recovery software, a communication unit of
the communication software is firstly initialized and the
communication software is executed. Next, the flash writ-
ing software is initialized, and the flash writing software
is set to be in an executable state. Next, the restoration
control software is executed. The detailed operation of
the restoration control software will be described. First,
the differential data Diff (N) to Diff (3) is received from
the program rewriting device and from the communica-
tion software of the application portion. Next, the resto-
ration software is executed to restore/generate the new
programs for the N-th to the 3-rd blocks using Diff (N) to
Diff (3) and the old programs arranged in the N-th to the
3-rd blocks, and the new programs are written to the N-
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th to the 3-rd blocks by using the flash writing software
of the application portion. Next, the ECU is reset, and the
phase 2 ends.
[0144] Finally, Phase 3 will be described. After the re-
set, similarly to Phase 2, the boot portion is executed and
the restoration recovery software of the 2-nd block is then
executed. When a program update instruction is issued
from the program rewriting device, the existing ECU ini-
tializes and executes the communication software and
the flash writing software, and activates the existing full-
text update software arranged in the boot portion. Next,
the new program for the 2-nd block transmitted from the
program rewriting device is received by using the com-
munication software of the boot portion. Next, the new
program for the 2-nd block is written to the 2-nd block of
the flash memory by using the flash writing software of
the boot portion. Phase 3 ends.
[0145] All of the 2-nd to N-th blocks of the application
portion have been rewritten to new programs. After reset
of the ECU, the new program can be executed. The con-
figuration obtained by adding the flash rewriting software
to the restoration recovery software has been described
in detail.
[0146] To summarize the above description, the in-ve-
hicle control device and the program update software
according to the present embodiment can be described
as follows.
[0147]

1. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating
an old program stored therein to a new program
based on update content provided from an update
tool, the in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and provided
with a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
and a second memory for temporarily storing
data, wherein, the update tool transmits differ-
ential data generated using
a new program of a block to be updated as an
update target and an old program to the in-ve-
hicle control device, and
the in-vehicle control device includes a third unit
configured to store the differential data in the
second memory, and restore/generate the new
program of the block to be updated in a tempo-
rary block that is different from the block to be
updated using the differential data and the old
program, and a fourth unit configured to write
the new program restored/generated in the tem-
porary block to the block to be updated after
erasing the block to be updated, and the in-ve-
hicle control device rewrites the first memory to
a new program by repeating the third and fourth
units for all blocks to be updated.

2. Program update software that causes a computing
device mounted on an in-vehicle control device to

update a stored old program to a new program based
on update content provided from an update tool,
wherein
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and provided with a plurality of
blocks for storing the program; and a second mem-
ory for temporarily storing data,
the update tool transmits differential data generated
using a new program of a block to be updated as an
update target and an old program to the in-vehicle
control device, and
the program update software includes a third unit
configured to store the differential data in the second
memory, restore/generate the new program of the
block to be updated in a temporary block that is dif-
ferent from the block to be updated using the differ-
ential data and the old program, and a fourth unit
configured to write the new program restored/gen-
erated in the temporary block to the block to be up-
dated after erasing the block to be updated, and the
program update software rewrites the first memory
to a new program by repeating the third and fourth
units for all blocks to be updated.
3. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating
an old program stored therein to a new program
based on update content provided from an update
tool, the in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and provided
with a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
and a second memory for temporarily storing
data, wherein,
the first memory is composed of a non-rewritable
area and a rewritable area, in the non-rewritable
area, a software having the update tool, a com-
munication function for receiving a communica-
tion command and full-text data, a flash writing
function for writing a program and data to the
block, and a function for full-text update using
the full-text data are arranged, in the rewritable
area, a program and data that can be updated
are arranged, and
the program is updated in three phases: a first
phase for writing restoration recovery software
having the communication function, the restora-
tion function, and the restoration control function
to a head block of the writable area using soft-
ware in the non-rewritable area; a second phase
for activating the restoration recovery software
to restore/generate a new program from the dif-
ferential data and an old program of a block, and
writing the new program to a block in the writable
area; and a third phase for writing the new pro-
gram of the block to the head block of the writa-
ble area.

4. Program update software that causes a computing
device mounted in an in-vehicle control device to
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function to update a stored old program to a new
program based on update content provided from an
update tool, wherein
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and provided with a plurality of
blocks for storing the program; and a second mem-
ory for temporarily storing data,
the first memory is composed of a non-rewritable
area and a rewritable area, in the non-rewritable ar-
ea, a software having the update tool, a communi-
cation function for receiving a communication com-
mand and full-text data, a flash writing function for
writing a program and data to the block, and a func-
tion for full-text update using the full-text data are
arranged, in the rewritable area, a program and data
that can be updated are arranged, and the program
is updated in three phases: a first phase for writing
restoration recovery software having the communi-
cation function, the restoration function, and the res-
toration control function to a head block of the writa-
ble area using software in the non-rewritable area;
a second phase for activating the restoration recov-
ery software to restore/generate a new program from
the differential data and an old program of a block,
and writing the new program to a block in the writable
area; and a third phase for writing the new program
of the block to the head block of the writable area.
5. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating
an old program stored therein to a new program
based on update content provided from an update
tool, the in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and provided
with a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
and a second memory for temporarily storing
data, wherein,
the first memory is composed of a non-rewritable
area and a rewritable area, in the non-rewritable
area, a software having the update tool, a com-
munication function for receiving a communica-
tion command and full-text data, a flash writing
function for writing a program and data to the
block, and a function for full-text update using
the full-text data are arranged, in the rewritable
area, a program and data that can be updated
are arranged,
software having a function for full-text update in
the non-rewritable area, upon receipt of resto-
ration recovery software having a communica-
tion function for receiving a communication com-
mand and differential data from the update tool,
a restoration function for restoring and generat-
ing a new program from the received differential
data and a program of the block, a flash writing
function for writing the new program to the block,
and a restoration control function for writing the
new program restored/generated by the resto-
ration function to the block by identifying a type

of the communication command, writes the res-
toration recovery software to a head of the re-
writable area using flash writing function of the
non-rewritable area, and resets the in-vehicle
control device to reboot it,
the update tool transmits differential data gen-
erated from a new program of a block to be up-
dated and old programs of a plurality of blocks
to the in-vehicle control device after the reboot,
the in-vehicle control device includes a fifth unit
configured to activate the restoration recovery
software to restore/generate a new program us-
ing the differential data and the old programs
and a sixth unit configured to write the new pro-
gram to the block to be updated, updates the
block to be updated in the rewritable area to a
new program by repeatedly executing the fifth
and sixth units, and resets the in-vehicle control
device to reboot it, and
the software having a function for full-text update
in the non-rewritable area updates the rewritable
area to a new program by writing the new pro-
gram to the head block using the flash writing
function of the non-rewritable area upon receipt
of the new program of the head block of the re-
writable area in which the restoration recovery
software is arranged by the communication
function in the non-rewritable area.

6. Program update software that causes a computing
device mounted on an in-vehicle control device to
update an old program stored therein to a new pro-
gram based on update content provided from an up-
date tool, wherein
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and provided with a plurality of
blocks for storing the program; and a second mem-
ory for temporarily storing data,
the first memory is composed of a non-rewritable
area and a rewritable area, in the non-rewritable ar-
ea, a software having the update tool, a communi-
cation function for receiving a communication com-
mand and full-text data, a flash writing function for
writing a program and data to the block, and a func-
tion for full-text update using the full-text data are
arranged, in the rewritable area, a program and data
that can be updated are arranged,
software having a function for full-text update in the
non-rewritable area, upon receipt of restoration re-
covery software having a communication function for
receiving a communication command and differen-
tial data from the update tool, a restoration function
for restoring and generating a new program from the
received differential data and a program of the block,
a flash writing function for writing the new program
to the block, and a restoration control function for
writing the new program restored/generated by the
restoration function to the block by identifying a type
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of the communication command, writes the restora-
tion recovery software to a head of the rewritable
area using flash writing function of the non-rewritable
area, and resets the in-vehicle control device to re-
boot it,
the update tool transmits differential data generated
from a new program of a block to be updated and
old programs of a plurality of blocks to the in-vehicle
control device after the reboot, the in-vehicle control
device includes a fifth unit configured to activate the
restoration recovery software to restore/generate a
new program using the differential data and the old
programs and a sixth unit configured to write the new
program to the block to be updated, updates the
block to be updated in the rewritable area to a new
program by repeatedly executing the fifth and sixth
units, and resets the in-vehicle control device to re-
boot it, and
the software having a function for full-text update in
the non-rewritable area updates the rewritable area
to a new program by writing the new program to the
head block using the flash writing function of the non-
rewritable area upon receipt of the new program of
the head block of the rewritable area in which the
restoration recovery software is arranged by the
communication function in the non-rewritable area.

Reference Signs List

[0148]

1 PC

2 server

3 in-vehicle system

100 program generating device

101 computing device

102 input device

103 display device

104 communication device

105 storage device

201 computing device

202 input device

203 display device

204 communication device

205 storage device

300 ECU (in-vehicle control device)

301 microcomputer (computing device)

302 SRAM (volatile memory)

302a first area of SRAM

302b second area of SRAM

303 FLASH memory (nonvolatile memory)

304 various ICs

305 communication device

310 gateway (program writing device)

311 microcomputer

312 SRAM

313 FLASH memory

314 various ICs

315 communication device (CAN protocol)

316 communication device (protocol of network out-
side the vehicle)

700 encoding control software

710 type instruction information INST

715 temporary block number K

720 old programs OLD (n), n = 1 to N

725 new programs NEW (n), n = 1 to N

800 encoding software

810 type instruction Gen

820 old programs OldB of a plurality of blocks includ-
ing a block to be updated

830 new programs NewB of a block to be updated

900 communication software of PC

1000 communication software of server

1100 communication software of program writing de-
vice

1300 restoration recovery software
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1400 restoration control software

1500 restoration software

Claims

1. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating an
old program stored therein to a new program based
on update content provided from an update tool, the
in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and provided
with a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
and a second memory for temporarily storing
data, wherein,
the update tool transmits differential data be-
tween a new program of a block to be updated
as an update target and old programs of a plu-
rality of blocks including the block to be updated
to the in-vehicle control device, and
the in-vehicle control device stores the differen-
tial data in the second memory, recreates the
new program of the block to be updated in an-
other block that is different from the block to be
updated using the differential data and the old
programs stored in the plurality of blocks includ-
ing the block to be updated, and writes the new
program recreated in the another block to the
block to be updated after erasing the block to be
updated.

2. The in-vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein after completion of update of the all blocks
to be updated, the in-vehicle control device receives
compressed data obtained by compressing a new
program for the another block transmitted from the
update tool, stores the compressed data in the sec-
ond memory, decompresses the compressed data,
and writes the new program to the another block.

3. The in-vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the old programs of the plurality of blocks
including the block to be updated are old programs
of sequential blocks that are adjacent to the block to
be updated and have upper addresses.

4. An in-vehicle control system capable of updating an
old program stored in an in-vehicle control device to
a new program based on update content provided
from an update tool, the in-vehicle control system
comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and provided
with a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
and a second memory for temporarily storing
data, wherein,
the update tool transmits differential data be-

tween a new program in a block to be updated
as an update target and old programs in a plu-
rality of blocks including the block to be updated
to the in-vehicle control device, and
the in-vehicle control device stores the differen-
tial data in the second memory, recreates the
new program of the block to be updated in an-
other block that is different from the block to be
updated using the differential data and the old
programs stored in the plurality of blocks includ-
ing the block to be updated, and writes the new
program recreated in the another block to the
block to be updated after erasing the block to be
updated.

5. Program update software that causes a computing
device mounted on an in-vehicle control device to
function to update an old program stored in the in-
vehicle control device to a new program based on
update content provided from an update tool, where-
in
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and provided with a plurality of
blocks for storing the program; and a second mem-
ory for temporarily storing data,
the update tool transmits differential data between a
new program in a block to be updated as an update
target and old programs in a plurality of blocks in-
cluding the block to be updated to the in-vehicle con-
trol device, and
the program update software causes the computing
device to store the differential data in the second
memory, recreate the new program of the block to
be updated in another block that is different from the
block to be updated using the differential data and
the old programs stored in the plurality of blocks in-
cluding the block to be updated, and write the new
program recreated in the another block to the block
to be updated after erasing the block to be updated.

6. The program update software according to claim 5,
wherein after completion of update of the all blocks
to be updated, the program update software causes
the computing device to receive compressed data
obtained by compressing a new program for the an-
other block transmitted from the update tool, store
the compressed data in the second memory, decom-
press the compressed data, and write the new pro-
gram to the another block.

7. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating an
old program stored therein to a new program based
on update content provided from an update tool, the
in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and composed
of a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
a second memory for temporarily storing data;
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and a downloading unit configured to, upon re-
ceipt of a program or data, temporarily store the
program or data in the second memory, and to
thereafter write the program or data to the non-
volatile first memory, wherein
the update tool transmits restoration software
having an updating unit by differential or com-
pression to the in-vehicle control device, and
then transmits differential data between a new
program in a block to be updated as an update
target as an update target and old programs in
a plurality of blocks including the block to be up-
dated to the in-vehicle control device, and
the in-vehicle control device performs program
update composed of a first step of, upon receipt
of the restoration software, writing the restora-
tion software to a predetermined block in the
nonvolatile first memory by the third download-
ing unit, and a second step of executing the res-
toration software, upon receipt of the differential
data, storing the differential data in the second
memory, reproducing in another block that is dif-
ferent from the block to be updated using the
differential data and the old programs stored in
the plurality of blocks including the block to be
updated, and writing the new program recreated
in the another block to the block to be updated
after erasing the block to be updated.

8. The in-vehicle control device according to claim 7,
wherein after completion of update of the all blocks
to be updated, the in-vehicle control device receives
compressed data obtained by compressing a new
program for the another block transmitted from the
update tool, stores the compressed data in the sec-
ond memory, decompresses the compressed data,
executes the restoration software, and writes the
new program to the another block.

9. Program update software that causes a computing
device mounted on an in-vehicle control device to
function to update an old program stored in the in-
vehicle control device to a new program based on
update content provided from an update tool, where-
in
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and includes a plurality of blocks
for storing the program; a second memory for tem-
porarily storing data; and a downloading unit config-
ured to, upon receipt of a program or data, tempo-
rarily store the program or data in the second mem-
ory, and to thereafter write the program or data to
the nonvolatile first memory,
wherein the update tool transmits restoration soft-
ware having an updating unit by differential or com-
pression to the in-vehicle control device, and then
transmits differential data between a new program
in a block to be updated and old programs in a plu-

rality of blocks including the block to be updated to
the in-vehicle control device, and
the program update software causes the computing
device to perform a first step of, upon receipt of the
restoration software, writing the restoration software
to a predetermined block in the nonvolatile first mem-
ory by the downloading unit, and a second step of
executing the restoration software, upon receipt of
the differential data, storing the differential data in
the second memory, reproducing in another block
that is different from the block to be updated using
the differential data and the old programs stored in
the plurality of blocks including the block to be up-
dated, and writing the new program recreated in the
another block to the block to be updated after erasing
the block to be updated.

10. The program update software according to claim 9,
wherein after completion of update of the all blocks
to be updated, the program update software causes
the computing device to receive compressed data
obtained by compressing a new program for the an-
other block transmitted from the update tool, store
the compressed data in the second memory, execute
the restoration software, decompress the com-
pressed data, and write the new program to the an-
other block.

11. An in-vehicle control device capable of updating an
old program stored therein to a new program based
on update content provided from an update tool, the
in-vehicle control device comprising:

a first memory that is nonvolatile and composed
of a plurality of blocks for storing the program;
a second memory for temporarily storing data;
and a downloading unit configured to, upon re-
ceipt of a program or data, temporarily store the
program or data in the second memory, and to
thereafter write the program or data to the non-
volatile first memory, wherein
the update tool transmits restoration recovery
software having an updating unit by differential
or compression and a communication unit for
differential data of compressed data to the in-
vehicle control device, then transmits differential
data between a new program in a block to be
updated as a target and old programs in a plu-
rality of blocks including the block to be updated
to the in-vehicle control device, and then trans-
mits a new program in a predetermined block,
and
the in-vehicle control device performs program
update composed of a first step of, upon receipt
of the restoration recovery software, writing the
restoration software to a predetermined block in
the nonvolatile first memory by the downloading
unit, a second step of executing the communi-
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cation unit of the restoration recovery software,
upon receipt of the differential data, storing the
differential data in the second memory, execut-
ing the updating unit of the restoration recovery
software to restore the new program of the block
to be updated in another block that is different
from the block to be updated using the differen-
tial data and the old programs stored in the plu-
rality of blocks including the block to be updated
as input, and writing the new program recreated
in the another block to the block to be updated
after erasing the block to be updated, and a third
step of, upon receipt of the new program of the
predetermined block, writing the new program
to the predetermined block of the nonvolatile first
memory by the downloading unit.

12. The in-vehicle control device according to claim 11,
wherein after completion of update of the block to be
updated by using differential data, the update tool
transmits compressed data obtained by compress-
ing a new program for the another block, the in-ve-
hicle control device receives the compressed data
and stores the compressed data in the second mem-
ory, and the restoration recovery software decom-
presses the compressed data and writes the new
program to the another block.

13. Program update software capable of updating an old
program stored in an in-vehicle control device to a
new program based on update content provided from
an update tool, wherein
the in-vehicle control device includes: a first memory
that is nonvolatile and composed of a plurality of
blocks for storing the program; a second memory for
temporarily storing data; and a third downloading unit
configured to, upon receipt of a program or data,
temporarily store the program or data in the second
memory, and to thereafter write the program or data
to the nonvolatile first memory,
the update tool transmits restoration recovery soft-
ware having an updating unit by differential or com-
pression and a communication unit for differential
data of compressed data to the in-vehicle control de-
vice, then transmits differential data between a new
program in a block to be updated as a target and old
programs in a plurality of blocks including the block
to be updated to the in-vehicle control device, and
then transmits a new program in a predetermined
block, and
the program update software causes the computing
device to perform a first step of, upon receipt of the
restoration recovery software, writing the restoration
software to a predetermined block in the nonvolatile
first memory by the third downloading unit, a second
step of executing the communication unit of the res-
toration recovery software, upon receipt of the dif-
ferential data, storing the differential data in the sec-

ond memory, executing the updating unit of the res-
toration recovery software to restore the new pro-
gram of the block to be updated in another block that
is different from the block to be updated using the
differential data and the old programs stored in the
plurality of blocks including the block to be updated
as input, and writing the new program recreated in
the another block to the block to be updated after
erasing the block to be updated, and a third step of,
upon receipt of the new program of the predeter-
mined block, writing the new program to the prede-
termined block of the nonvolatile first memory by the
third downloading unit.

14. The program update software according to claim 13,
wherein after completion of update of the block to be
updated by using differential data, the update tool
transmits compressed data obtained by compress-
ing a new program for the another block, and the
program update software causes the computing de-
vice to store the received compressed data in the
second memory, execute the restoration software,
decompress the compressed data, and write the new
program to the another block.
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