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(54) CENTRIFUGAL COMPRESSOR

(57) Provided is a centrifugal compressor, including:
a compressor impeller 22 (impeller) which is provided to
a shaft 17; a wall portion 2c having an opposed surface
2d that is spaced apart from and opposed to a back sur-
face 22a of the compressor impeller 22; an insertion hole
2b, which is formed in the wall portion 2c, and is config-
ured to receive the shaft 17 inserted to the insertion hole
2b; a ball bearing 20 (bearing), which is provided in the
insertion hole 2b or apart from the compressor impeller
22 with respect to the insertion hole 2b, and is configured
to axially support the shaft through interposition of grease
being a lubricant inside; an electric motor which is pro-
vided on a side opposite to the compressor impeller 22
over the wall portion 2c; and an opposed hole 28, which
is formed in the wall portion 2c, and has one end 28a
opened in the opposed surface 2d and another end 28b
opened at a position opposed to a stator of the electric
motor on a side opposite to the compressor impeller 22.



EP 3 358 195 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a centrifugal
compressor in which a shaft is axially supported by a
bearing.

Background Art

[0002] Hitherto, there has been known an electric su-
percharger that includes an electric motor and a centrif-
ugal compressor. A rotor is mounted to a shaft. A stator
is provided on a housing side. The shaft is driven to rotate
by a mutual force between the rotor and the stator. An
impeller is provided to the shaft. When the shaft is rotated
by the electric motor, the impeller is rotated together with
the shaft. With this action, the electric supercharger com-
presses air along with the rotation of the impeller and
delivers the compressed air to an engine.
[0003] For example, as described in Patent Literature
1, in an electric supercharger, air is sucked through an
intake port of a housing. The sucked air flows to a front
surface side of the impeller in the housing. The air having
been increased in pressure and increased in speed in
the course of flowing through the impeller is reduced in
speed and increased in pressure in the course of flowing
through a diffuser flow passage. The diffuser flow pas-
sage is formed on a radially outer side of the impeller.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-Open No. 2013-24041

Summary

Technical Problem

[0005] Incidentally, the shaft of the centrifugal com-
pressor of the electric supercharger described above is
axially supported by a bearing. The bearing is arranged
on a back surface side of the impeller. A gap formed
between the back surface of the impeller and a wall por-
tion of the housing communicates with the above-men-
tioned diffuser flow passage. In some cases, part of air
may leak from the diffuser flow passage toward the gap
formed on the back surface side of the impeller. For ex-
ample, in the electric supercharger, the gap formed on
the back surface side of the impeller communicates with
an inside of the housing. The electric motor is received
in the housing. The air having leaked to the gap formed
on the back surface side of the impeller flows out to the
electric motor side in accordance with a pressure differ-
ence between the diffuser flow passage and the inside
of the housing. At this time, the air flowing out to the

electric motor side passes through the bearing. For ex-
ample, when a large pressure difference is given depend-
ing on an engine specification, there is a risk in that the
flow of air causes part of grease provided in the bearing
to escape to an outside of the bearing, with the result that
bearing performance is degraded.
[0006] It is an object of the present disclosure to pro-
vide a centrifugal compressor that is capable of reducing
the escape of the grease provided in the bearing to sup-
press degradation in bearing performance.

Solution to Problem

[0007] In order to solve the above-mentioned problem,
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a centrifugal compressor, including: an
impeller which is provided to a shaft; a wall portion having
an opposed surface that is spaced apart from and op-
posed to a back surface of the impeller; an insertion hole,
which is formed in the wall portion, and is configured to
receive the shaft inserted to the insertion hole; a bearing,
which is provided in the insertion hole or apart from the
impeller with respect to the insertion hole, and is config-
ured to axially support the shaft through interposition of
grease being a lubricant inside; an electric motor which
is provided on a side opposite to the impeller over the
wall portion; and an opposed hole, which is formed in the
wall portion, and has one end opened in the opposed
surface and another end opened at a position opposed
to a stator of the electric motor on a side opposite to the
impeller.
[0008] The opposed hole may have a plurality of open-
ing portions on the opposed surface side, and the plurality
of opening portions may be formed apart in a circumfer-
ential direction of the shaft.
[0009] The opposed hole includes one or a plurality of
opposed holes, and a sum total of an opening area at
the one end may be larger than an area of a gap formed
in the opposed surface between an inner circumferential
surface of the insertion hole and the shaft or a rotary
member rotated integrally with the shaft.
[0010] A seal ring may be provided between the inser-
tion hole and the shaft on the impeller side with respect
to the bearing.
[0011] The impeller may be made of fiber reinforced
plastic, and the shaft may be made of stainless steel.

Effects of Disclosure

[0012] According to the present disclosure, it is possi-
ble to reduce the escape of the grease provided in the
bearing to suppress degradation in bearing performance.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0013]

FIG. 1 is a schematic sectional view of an electric
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supercharger (centrifugal compressor).
FIG. 2 is an extraction view of the broken line portion
of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is an explanatory view for illustrating openings
of opposed holes on an opposed surface side.

Description of Embodiment

[0014] Now, with reference to the attached drawings,
an embodiment of the present disclosure is described in
detail. The dimensions, materials, and other specific nu-
merical values represented in the embodiment are mere-
ly examples used for facilitating the understanding of the
disclosure, and do not limit the present disclosure other-
wise particularly noted. Elements having substantially
the same functions and configurations herein and in the
drawings are denoted by the same reference symbols to
omit redundant description thereof. Further, illustration
of elements with no direct relationship to the present dis-
closure is omitted.
[0015] FIG. 1 is a schematic sectional view of an elec-
tric supercharger C (centrifugal compressor). In the fol-
lowing description, the direction indicated by the arrow L
illustrated in FIG. 1 corresponds to a left side of the elec-
tric supercharger C, and the direction indicated by the
arrow R illustrated in FIG. 1 corresponds to a right side
of the electric supercharger C. As illustrated in FIG. 1,
the electric supercharger C includes a turbocharger main
body 1. The turbocharger main body 1 includes a motor
housing 2. A compressor housing 4 is coupled to the left
side of the motor housing 2 by a fastening bolt 3. A plate
member 6 is coupled to the right side of the motor housing
2 by a fastening bolt 5. A cord housing 8 is coupled to
the right side of the plate member 6 by a fastening bolt
7. The motor housing 2, the compressor housing 4, the
plate member 6, and the cord housing 8 are integrated.
[0016] In the motor housing 2, there is formed a motor
hole 2a that is opened on the right side in FIG. 1. In the
motor hole 2a, an electric motor 9 is received. The electric
motor 9 includes a stator 10 and a rotor 11. The stator
10 is formed by winding coils 13 on a stator core 12. The
stator core 12 has a cylindrical shape.
[0017] A plurality of coils 13 are arranged in a circum-
ferential direction of the stator core 12. The coils 13 are
arranged in the order of U-phase, V-phase, and W-phase
being phases of supplied alternate-current power. Lead
wires 14 are provided to the U-phase, the V-phase, and
the W-phase, respectively. One end of each of the lead
wires 14 is coupled to each of the coils 13 of the U-phase,
the V-phase, and the W-phase. The lead wires 14 supply
the alternate-current power to the coils 13.
[0018] Further, the stator core 12 is inserted to the mo-
tor hole 2a from an opening side of the motor hole 2a.
The stator core 12 is mounted in the motor hole 2a. An
opening of the motor hole 2a on the right side is closed
by the plate member 6. The cord housing 8 coupled to
the plate member 6 has a cord hole 8a. The cord hole
8a penetrates in a right- and-left direction in FIG. 1. One

end of the cord hole 8a is closed by the plate member 6.
A plate hole 6a is formed in the plate member 6. The
motor hole 2a and the cord hole 8a communicate with
each other through the plate hole 6a. The lead wires 14
extend from the coils 13 to the cord hole 8a through the
plate hole 6a.
[0019] The lead wires 14 are received in the cord hole
8a. Another end of each of the lead wires 14 on a side
opposite to each of the coils 13 is coupled to a connector
15. The connector 15 has a flange portion 15a. The flange
portion 15a closes another end of the cord hole 8a of the
cord housing 8. The flange portion 15a is mounted to the
cord housing 8 by a fastening bolt 16. The alternate-cur-
rent power is supplied to the coils 13 of the stator 10
through the connector 15 and the lead wires 14. The sta-
tor 10 functions as an electromagnet.
[0020] Further, the rotor 11 is mounted to the shaft 17.
The shaft 17 is inserted to the rotor 11. The rotor 11 has
a gap with respect to the stator core 12 in a radial direction
of the shaft 17. Specifically, the rotor 11 includes a rotor
core 18. The rotor core 18 is a cylindrical member. The
rotor core 18 has a hole penetrating in an axial direction
of the shaft 17. A magnet 19 (permanent magnet) is re-
ceived in the hole of the rotor core 18. The electric motor
9 generates a driving force in the rotation direction for
the shaft 17 by a mutual force generated between the
rotor 11 and the stator 10.
[0021] The shaft 17 is inserted to the insertion hole 2b
of the motor housing 2. The insertion hole 2b penetrates
in the axial direction of the shaft 17 through a wall portion
2c forming a bottom surface of the motor hole 2a. A ball
bearing 20 (bearing) is arranged in the insertion hole 2b.
The shaft 17 is axially supported by the ball bearing 20.
[0022] One end side of the shaft 17 protrudes toward
the plate member 6 side with respect to the rotor 11. One
end of the shaft 17 is inserted to a boss hole 6b. The
boss hole 6b is formed in the plate member 6. An annular
protrusion 6c is formed on the plate member 6. The an-
nular protrusion 6c protrudes into the motor hole 2a. The
annular protrusion 6c forms a part of an outer wall forming
the boss hole 6b. A ball bearing 21 is arranged in the
boss hole 6b. The shaft 17 is axially supported by the
ball bearing 21.
[0023] Another end side of the shaft 17 protrudes from
the insertion hole 2b into the compressor housing 4. On
the another end side of the shaft 17, a compressor im-
peller 22 (impeller) is provided. The compressor impeller
22 is received in the compressor housing 4 so as to be
rotatable. The electric motor 9 is provided on a side op-
posite to the compressor impeller 22 over the wall portion
2c.
[0024] The compressor housing 4 has an intake port
23. The intake port 23 is opened on the left side of the
electric supercharger C. The intake port 23 is connected
to an air cleaner (not shown). Under a state in which the
motor housing 2 and the compressor housing 4 are cou-
pled to each other by the fastening bolt 3, a diffuser flow
passage 24 is formed. The diffuser flow passage 24 is
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formed by opposed surfaces of the motor housing 2 and
the compressor housing 4. The diffuser flow passage 24
increases the air in pressure. The diffuser flow passage
24 is annularly formed so as to extend from a radially
inner side to a radially outer side of the shaft 17. The
diffuser flow passage 24 communicates with the intake
port 23 on the above-mentioned radially inner side
through intermediation of the compressor impeller 22.
[0025] An annular compressor scroll flow passage 25
is provided to the compressor housing 4. The compressor
scroll flow passage 25 is positioned on the radially outer
side of the shaft 17 with respect to the diffuser flow pas-
sage 24. The compressor scroll flow passage 25 com-
municates with an intake port of an engine (not shown).
The compressor scroll flow passage 25 communicates
also with the diffuser flow passage 24.
[0026] The driving force generated by the electric mo-
tor 9 causes the compressor impeller 22 to rotate. The
rotation of the compressor impeller 22 causes air to be
sucked into the compressor housing 4. The air is sucked
through the intake port 23 in the axial direction of the
shaft 17. The sucked air is increased in pressure and
increased in speed by an action of a centrifugal force in
the course of flowing through between blades of the com-
pressor impeller 22. The air having been increased in
pressure and increased in speed is delivered to the dif-
fuser flow passage 24 and the compressor scroll flow
passage 25. The delivered air is reduced in speed and
increased in pressure (compressed) in the diffuser flow
passage 24 and the compressor scroll flow passage 25.
The air having been increased in pressure is led to the
intake port of the engine.
[0027] FIG. 2 is an extraction view of the broken line
portion of FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIG. 2, a back surface
22a is a surface of the compressor impeller 22 on a side
opposite to the above-mentioned intake port 23. The
back surface 22a faces a space B.
[0028] An opposed surface 2d is a surface of the wall
portion 2c of the motor housing 2, which is opposed to
the compressor impeller 22. The opposed surface 2d is
spaced apart from the back surface 22a of the compres-
sor impeller 22 in the axial direction of the shaft 17. The
space B is formed so as to have the back surface 22a of
the compressor impeller 22 and the opposed surface 2d
of the wall portion 2c of the motor housing 2 as inner
walls. That is, the space B is formed between the back
surface 22a of the compressor impeller 22 and the op-
posed surface 2d. The space B communicates with the
diffuser flow passage 24 in the vicinity of a downstream
end 22b of the compressor impeller 22. The downstream
end 22b of the compressor impeller 22 is an end portion
of the compressor impeller 22 on the radially outer side.
[0029] The opposed surface 2d of the motor housing
2 has the insertion hole 2b opened therein. As described
above, the shaft 17 is inserted to the insertion hole 2b.
The shaft 17 is axially supported by the ball bearing 20
arranged in the insertion hole 2b.
[0030] In an inner circumferential surface of the inser-

tion hole 2b, there is formed an enlarged diameter portion
2e. The enlarged diameter portion 2e is formed on the
motor hole 2a side in the inner circumferential surface of
the insertion hole 2b. The enlarged diameter portion 2e
has an inner diameter larger than that on the compressor
impeller 22 side. A first spacer 26 is inserted to the en-
larged diameter portion 2e. The first spacer 26 is a cy-
lindrical member. The ball bearing 20 is inserted on an
inner circumference side of the first spacer 26. The ball
bearing 20 is received in the enlarged diameter portion
2e through intermediation of the first spacer 26.
[0031] The ball bearing 20 includes an outer ring 20a,
an inner ring 20b, and a plurality of rolling elements 20c
(balls). The plurality of rolling elements 20c are arranged
between the outer ring 20a and the inner ring 20b. The
ball bearing 20 is a bearing of a grease-sealed type.
Grease is interposed as a lubricant in the ball bearing
20, that is, between the rolling elements 20c, and the
outer ring 20a and the inner ring 20b.
[0032] The outer ring 20a is fitted to the first spacer 26.
The outer ring 20a, for example, has a small radial gap
with respect to the first spacer 26. The inner ring 20b, for
example, is mounted to the shaft 17 by a compression
stress (axial force) acting in the axial direction of the shaft
17.
[0033] The shaft 17 has a large-diameter portion 17a.
The large-diameter portion 17a protrudes in the radial
direction. The inner ring 20b is held in abutment against
the large-diameter portion 17a in the axial direction. A
second spacer 27 (rotary member) is arranged between
the compressor impeller 22 and the inner ring 20b. The
second spacer 27 is a cylindrical member. The shaft 17
is inserted on a radially inner side of the second spacer
27. The second spacer 27 is opposed to the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the insertion hole 2b in the radial
direction. A fastening bolt is fastened to an end portion
of the shaft 17 on the compressor impeller 22 side. The
inner ring 20b, the second spacer 27, and the compressor
impeller 22 are sandwiched between the large-diameter
portion 17a and the fastening bolt. Those members are
mounted to the shaft 17 by an axial force caused by fas-
tening of the fastening bolt. Those members rotate inte-
grally with the shaft 17.
[0034] The space B communicates with the diffuser
flow passage 24. Therefore, in some cases, part of the
compressed air leaks from the diffuser flow passage 24
to the space B side. The second spacer 27 and the inner
circumferential surface of the insertion hole 2b are
spaced apart in the radial direction of the shaft 17. A gap
S is formed between the second spacer 27 and the inner
circumferential surface of the insertion hole 2b. In the
related-art structures, air having leaked to the space B
passes through an inside of the ball bearing 20 and flows
out to the electric motor 9 side in accordance with a pres-
sure difference between the diffuser flow passage 24 and
an inside of the motor housing 2. At that time, when the
pressure difference between the diffuser flow passage
24 and the inside of the motor housing 2 is large, there
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is a fear in that a flow of air causes part of grease provided
in the ball bearing 20 to escape to the outside of the ball
bearing 20. As a result, the grease provided in the ball
bearing 20 is reduced. Accordingly, there is a fear in that
the bearing performance is degraded.
[0035] Therefore, in this embodiment, the wall portion
2c of the motor housing 2 has opposed holes 28. The
opposed holes 28 are holes penetrating through the wall
portion 2c in the axial direction of the shaft 17. One end
28a of each of the opposed holes 28 on the compressor
impeller 22 side is opened in the opposed surface 2d.
Another end 28b of each of the opposed holes 28 on the
electric motor 9 side is opened in the bottom surface of
the motor hole 2a. The another end 28b of each of the
opposed holes 28 is opened at each of positions opposed
to the stator 10 of the electric motor 9.
[0036] The air having leaked from the diffuser flow pas-
sage 24 to the space B side flows toward the radially
inner side (lower side in FIG. 2) as indicated by the arrow
of the broken line in FIG. 2. The air having flowed toward
the radially inner side (lower side in FIG. 2) reaches po-
sitions opposed to the opposed holes 28. The air having
reached the positions opposed to the opposed holes 28
passes through the opposed holes 28 and flows out to
the motor hole 2a side. That is, before the part of air
having leaked from the diffuser flow passage 24 to the
space B reaches the gap S between the second spacer
27 and the insertion hole 2b, the opposed holes 28 allows
the air to be discharged from the space B to the inside
of the motor housing 2 in the course of the flow of air
toward the insertion hole 2b.
[0037] As a result, the flow amount of air that passes
through the ball bearing 20 via the gap S formed between
the second spacer 27 and the insertion hole 2b is re-
duced. The escape of grease from the inside to the out-
side of the ball bearing 20 due to the flow of air is reduced.
Therefore, degradation in bearing performance due to
reduction in grease provided in the ball bearing 20 is sup-
pressed.
[0038] When air passes through the opposed holes 28,
peripheries of the opposed holes 28 are cooled. As a
result, the ball bearing 20 is cooled. For example, it is
assumed that opening portions of the opposed holes 28
on the opposed surface 2d side are formed at positions
close to an outer circumferential portion or a side surface
portion of the ball bearing 20 with respect to the down-
stream end 22b of the compressor impeller 22 in the ra-
dial direction. In this case, the vicinity of the ball bearing
20 is cooled, thereby being capable of further cooling the
ball bearing 20. In the case of the bearing of the grease-
sealed type, in general, there is a tendency that the life-
time of the bearing is extended as the bearing tempera-
ture is low. Therefore, improvement in bearing durability
of the ball bearing 20 can be achieved.
[0039] Incidentally, the electric supercharger C may be
mounted to an engine for an automobile. In this case,
changes in rotation of the shaft 17 frequently occur. For
example, the rotation speed of the shaft 17 is increased

at the time of acceleration of an engine, and then is re-
duced after elapse of a predetermined time period. The
pressure in the diffuser flow passage 24 changes in ac-
cordance with the change in rotation of the shaft 17.
When the rotation speed of the shaft 17 is increased, the
pressure in the diffuser flow passage 24 is increased.
The opposed holes 28 allow the part of air having leaked
from the diffuser flow passage 24 to the space B to be
discharged into the motor housing 2. When the rotation
speed of the shaft 17 is reduced, the pressure in the
diffuser flow passage 24 is reduced. The opposed holes
28 allow air to be sucked from the inside of the motor
housing 2 into the diffuser flow passage 24. That is, when
the electric supercharger C is mounted to an engine for
an automobile, the changes in rotation of the shaft 17
cause a flow of air reciprocating between the diffuser flow
passage 24 and the motor housing 2 through the opposed
holes 28. Therefore, cooling of the peripheries of the op-
posed holes 28 is promoted. The ball bearing 20 is effi-
ciently cooled.
[0040] FIG. 3 is an explanatory view for illustrating
openings of the opposed holes 28 on the opposed sur-
face 2d side. FIG. 3 is an illustration of the wall portion
2c as seen from the left side in FIG. 2. In FIG. 3, an
illustration of the compressor impeller 22 is omitted. In
FIG. 3, there are illustrated the shaft 17 at the center,
and the wall portion 2c and the second spacer 27 around
the entire circumference of the shaft 17. In FIG. 3, a part
of the wall portion 2c on the radially outer side of the shaft
17 with respect to the opposed holes 28 is only partially
illustrated.
[0041] As illustrated in FIG. 3, for example, three op-
posed holes 28 are formed in a circumferential direction
of the shaft 17. The three opposed holes 28 are formed
at intervals of approximately 120 degrees in angles about
an axial center of the shaft 17. All of the three opposed
holes 28 are opened in the opposed surface 2d of the
wall portion 2c. A plurality of (three) opening portions 28c
(see FIG. 2) of the opposed holes 28 on the opposed
surface 2d side (one end 28a side) are formed apart from
each other in the circumferential direction of the shaft 17.
[0042] As compared to a case in which only one open-
ing portion 28c is formed, air is discharged from the space
B in a wider range in the circumferential direction of the
shaft 17. The flow of air passing through the ball bearing
20 can be reduced. The opposed holes 28 are holes pen-
etrating through the wall portion 2c in the axial direction
of the shaft 17. Therefore, processing of forming the op-
posed holes 28 can easily be performed.
[0043] A sum total of opening areas of the three op-
posed holes 28 on the opposed surface 2d side is larger
than an opening area of the gap S indicated by cross-
hatching in FIG. 3. Therefore, the air having flowed from
the diffuser flow passage 24 into the space B is likely to
be discharged through the opposed holes 28 in the
course of flowing to the gap S. The flow amount of air
passing through the ball bearing 20 via the gap S is further
reduced. The degradation in bearing performance due
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to the escape of grease is suppressed.
[0044] For example, a portion of each of the opposed
holes 28 at which a flow passage cross-sectional area is
minimum and a portion of the gap S at which a flow pas-
sage cross-sectional area is minimum are compared. In
this case, a sum total of the flow passage cross-sectional
areas of the three opposed holes 28 may be set larger
than the flow passage cross-sectional area of the gap S.
A flow passage resistance of the gap S is larger than that
of the opposed holes 28. Therefore, the air having flowed
from the diffuser flow passage 24 into the space B is likely
to be stably discharged through the opposed holes 28.
[0045] In the outer circumferential surface of the sec-
ond spacer 27, a spacer groove 27a is formed. The spac-
er groove 27a is annular. A seal ring 29 is press-fitted to
a portion of the insertion hole 2b which is opposed to the
spacer groove 27a on the radially outer side. A radially
inner side of the seal ring 29 is inserted to the spacer
groove 27a. The seal ring 29 is provided between the
insertion hole 2b and the shaft 17 on the compressor
impeller 22 side with respect to the ball bearing 20.
[0046] With the seal ring 29, the flow amount of air
passing through the ball bearing 20 via the gap S is sup-
pressed. The air having flowed from the diffuser flow pas-
sage 24 into the space B is more likely to be discharged
through the opposed holes 28. Therefore, the flow
amount of air passing through the ball bearing 20 is fur-
ther reduced. The degradation in bearing performance
due to the escape of grease is suppressed.
[0047] Openings of the opposed holes 28 on the elec-
tric motor 9 side (side opposite to the opposed surface
2d) are opposed to the stator 10. The stator 10 is cooled
by the air passing through the opposed holes 28. As a
result, loss caused by heat generation in the stator 10 is
reduced.
[0048] As a material of a compressor impeller, alumi-
num alloy is often used. As a material of a shaft, chrome-
molybdenum steel is often used. The compressor impel-
ler 22 of this embodiment is made of fiber reinforced plas-
tic having a smaller thermal conductivity than that of the
aluminum alloy. The shaft 17 is made of stainless steel
having a smaller thermal conductivity than that of the
chrome-molybdenum steel. In those cases, strength re-
quested for both the compressor impeller 22 and the shaft
17 can be secured. Further, the quantity of heat trans-
ferred from the compressor impeller 22 to the shaft 17 is
suppressed. Therefore, the temperature rise in the elec-
tric motor 9 is suppressed.
[0049] The embodiment has been described above
with reference to the attached drawings, but, needless
to say, the present disclosure is not limited to the above-
mentioned embodiment. It is apparent that those skilled
in the art may arrive at various alternations and modifi-
cations within the scope of claims, and those examples
are understood as naturally falling within the technical
scope of the present disclosure.
[0050] For example, in the above-mentioned embodi-
ment, description is made of the case in which the plu-

rality of opening portions 28c of the opposed holes 28
are formed at substantially equal intervals so as to be
spaced apart in the circumferential direction of the shaft
17. However, at least one opening portion 28c only needs
to be formed. Further, the plurality of opening portions
28c may be formed at unequal intervals so as to be
spaced apart in the circumferential direction of the shaft
17.
[0051] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the opposed
holes 28 penetrate through the wall portion 2c in the axial
direction. However, the opposed holes 28 may penetrate
through the wall portion 2c so as to be inclined with re-
spect to the axial direction of the shaft 17. Further, the
opposed holes 28 may be inclined toward the radially
inner side from the opposed surface 2d side to the wall
portion 2c side. In this case, the flow of air having leaked
from the diffuser flow passage 24 to the space B side is
prevented from being significantly shifted. The air
smoothly flows into the opposed holes 28.
[0052] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the opening por-
tions 28c of the opposed holes 28 on the opposed surface
2d side are formed at positions close to the outer circum-
ferential portion or the side surface portion of the ball
bearing 20 with respect to the downstream end 22b of
the compressor impeller 22 in the radial direction. How-
ever, the opening portions 28c of the opposed holes 28
on the opposed surface 2d side may be formed at posi-
tions close to the downstream end 22b of the compressor
impeller 22 with respect to the outer circumferential por-
tion or the side surface portion of the ball bearing 20 in
the radial direction. In this case, for example, when the
opposed holes 28 are inclined toward the radially inner
side from the opposed surface 2d side to the wall portion
2c side, a degree of freedom such as flow passage areas
or inclination angles of the opposed holes 28 can be sig-
nificantly secured.
[0053] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which a sum total of
the opening areas of the plurality of opposed holes 28
on the opposed surface 2d side is larger than an area of
the gap S formed between the inner circumferential sur-
face of the insertion hole 2b in the opposed surface 2d
and the second spacer 27. However, the sum total of the
opening areas of the plurality of opposed holes 28 on the
opposed surface 2d side may be equal to or less than
the area of the gap S formed between the inner circum-
ferential surface of the insertion hole 2b in the opposed
surface 2d and the second spacer 27.
[0054] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the seal ring 29
is provided between the insertion hole 2b and the shaft
17. However, the seal ring 29 may be omitted.
[0055] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the second spac-
er 27 is provided as a rotary member that is opposed to
the insertion hole 2b in the radial direction on the com-
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pressor impeller 22 side with respect to the ball bearing
20. However, the second spacer 27 may be formed in-
tegrally with the compressor impeller 22. For example,
when the compressor impeller 22 and the inner ring 20b
of the ball bearing 20 are fastened by means other than
the fastening bolt, the second spacer 27 may be omitted.
The shaft 17 may be opposed to the insertion hole 2b in
the radial direction. At that time, a sum total of the opening
areas of the plurality of opposed holes 28 on the opposed
surface 2d side may be set larger than an area of the gap
formed between the inner circumferential surface of the
insertion hole 2b in the opposed surface 2d and the shaft
17. With such a configuration, the air having flowed from
the diffuser flow passage 24 into the space B is likely to
be discharged through the opposed holes 28. Therefore,
similarly to the above-mentioned embodiment, the flow
of air passing through the ball bearing 20 is reduced.
Degradation in bearing performance due to the escape
of grease is suppressed.
[0056] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the compressor
impeller 22 is made of fiber reinforced plastic. Description
is made of the case in which the shaft 17 is made of
stainless steel. However, the compressor impeller 22
may be made of a material other than the fiber reinforced
plastic. The shaft 17 may be made of a material other
than the stainless steel.
[0057] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the electric supercharger C as an
example. However, the above-mentioned configuration
may be applied to a centrifugal compressor other than
the electric supercharger C.
[0058] Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment,
description is made of the case in which the ball bearing
20 is provided in the insertion hole 2b. However, the
present disclosure is not limited to such a configuration
as long as the ball bearing 20 is provided between the
compressor impeller 22 and the motor housing 2. For
example, the ball bearing 20 may be provided apart from
the compressor impeller 22 with respect to the insertion
hole 2b.

Industrial Applicability

[0059] The present disclosure is applicable to a cen-
trifugal compressor in which a shaft is axially supported
by a bearing.

Reference Signs List

[0060]

C electric supercharger (centrifugal compressor)

S gap

2b insertion hole

2c wall portion

2d opposed surface

9 electric motor

10 stator

17 shaft

20 ball bearing (bearing)

22 compressor impeller (impeller)

22a back surface

24 diffuser flow passage

27 second spacer (rotary member)

28 opposed hole

28a one end

28b another end

28c opening portion

29 seal ring

Claims

1. A centrifugal compressor, comprising:

an impeller which is provided to a shaft;
a wall portion having an opposed surface that is
spaced apart from and opposed to a back sur-
face of the impeller;
an insertion hole, which is formed in the wall
portion, and is configured to receive the shaft
inserted to the insertion hole;
a bearing, which is provided in the insertion hole
or apart from the impeller with respect to the
insertion hole, and is configured to axially sup-
port the shaft through interposition of grease be-
ing a lubricant inside;
an electric motor which is provided on a side
opposite to the impeller over the wall portion;
and
an opposed hole, which is formed in the wall
portion, and has one end opened in the opposed
surface and another end opened at a position
opposed to a stator of the electric motor on a
side opposite to the impeller.

2. A centrifugal compressor according to claim 1,
wherein the opposed hole has a plurality of opening
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portions on the opposed surface side, and the plu-
rality of opening portions are formed apart in a cir-
cumferential direction of the shaft.

3. A centrifugal compressor according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the opposed hole comprises one or a plu-
rality of opposed holes, and a sum total of an opening
area at the one end is larger than an area of a gap
formed in the opposed surface between an inner cir-
cumferential surface of the insertion hole and the
shaft or a rotary member rotated integrally with the
shaft.

4. A centrifugal compressor according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, further comprising a seal ring provided
between the insertion hole and the shaft on the im-
peller side with respect to the bearing.

5. A centrifugal compressor according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein the impeller is made of fiber
reinforced plastic, and the shaft is made of stainless
steel.
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