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(57) A hermetic terminal for a high-capacity relay ac-
cording to the present invention includes: a metal con-
tainer (12) provided with a through hole (11); a pipe lead
(13) inserted through the through hole (11); an insulating

glass (14) hermetically sealing the metal container (12)
and the pipe lead (13); and a terminal base (15) passing
through and hermetically secured to the pipe lead (13)
and made of a low-resistance metal.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a hermetic ter-
minal used in a high-capacity relay, and a contact device
for a relay including the hermetic terminal.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Foreign and domestic automobile manufactur-
ers have put hybrid vehicles (hereinafter abbreviated as
HEV) to practical use as measures against environmen-
tal problems such as global warming. Currently, HEVs
are also diversified into largesized vehicles, recreational
vehicles and the like. Development of electric vehicles
(hereinafter abbreviated as EV) is also active. HEVs and
EVs require a great motor output and a high-capacity
battery is mounted thereon.
[0003] Therefore, in order to drive HEVs and EVs sta-
bly and efficiently, a high-performance high-capacity re-
lay is essential. A vehicle-mounted high-capacity relay
is attached to a limited space, and thus, a reduction in
size and weight is required. In addition, in order to im-
prove the energization performance of the relay, it is nec-
essary to suppress an increase in temperature during
continuous energization as much as possible, while using
a low-resistance metal in an energized portion. Further-
more, because of a vehicle-mounted component, the
high-capacity relay also requires robustness and relia-
bility to withstand severe vibrations and temperature load
(refer to NPD 1).
[0004] An example of such a high-capacity relay is an
electromagnetic relay described in Japanese Patent Lay-
ing-Open No. 2015-046377 (PTD 1). This electromag-
netic relay includes an electromagnet device, a contact
device and a trip device.
[0005] The electromagnet device has a first exciting
coil, a movable element and a first stator. The electro-
magnet device attracts the movable element to the first
stator by a magnetic flux generated when the first exciting
coil is energized, and moves the movable element from
a second position to a first position.
[0006] The contact device has a fixed contact and a
movable contact. The movable contact moves with the
movement of the movable element, and thus, a closed
state in which the movable contact is in contact with the
fixed contact is formed when the movable element is lo-
cated in the first position, and an open state in which the
movable contact is away from the fixed contact is formed
when the movable element is located in the second po-
sition and in a third position.
[0007] The trip device has a second exciting coil con-
nected in series to the contact device. The trip device
moves the movable element to the third position by a
magnetic flux generated by the second exciting coil when
an abnormal current of not less than a prescribed value
flows through the contact device in a state in which the

movable element is located in the first position.
[0008] The contact device, the electromagnet device
and the trip device are aligned in one direction. The trip
device is disposed on the side opposite to the contact
device with respect to the electromagnet device.
[0009] As such a contact device forming a vehicle-
mounted high-capacity relay, a contact device in which
a space having a fixed contact and a movable contact
arranged therein is a hermetic space and the space is
filled with an arc-extinguishing gas (insulating gas) has
been conventionally used in order to quickly extinguish
an arc generated when the contacts are off.
[0010] For example, in a contact device described in
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 2015-049939 (PTD
2), a housing, a coupling body, a plate, and a plunger
cap are hermetically joined to form a hermetic space that
houses a fixed contact and a movable contact. In the
contact device, a space surrounded by the housing, the
coupling body, the plate, and the plunger cap is the her-
metic space and an arc-extinguishing gas mainly com-
posed of hydrogen is injected into this hermetic space.

CITATION LIST

NON PATENT DOCUMENT

[0011] NPD 1: "Compact and Lightweight DC Power
Relay for Electric Vehicles and Hybrid Electric Vehicles",
Panasonic Electric Works technical report (Vol. 58, No.
4), December, 2010, p. 11 to p. 15

PATENT DOCUMENT

[0012]

PTD 1: Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
2015-046377
PTD 2: Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
2015-049939

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0013] A conventional contact device used in a high-
capacity relay includes a hermetic housing formed by
airtightly sealing a ceramic housing with a metal lid by
metallization, a pair of terminal bases passing through
and secured to the ceramic housing, a pair of fixed con-
tacts supported by the terminal bases, a movable con-
tactor supported by a shaft passing through the lid, and
a pair of movable contacts provided in the movable con-
tactor.
[0014] In such a conventional contact device, the hous-
ing is made of a ceramic material. The ceramic housing
is likely to be subjected to leakage of hydrogen of an arc-
extinguishing gas from a housing wall due to a porous
structure specific to a sintered material, and the ceramic
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housing is also mechanically brittle. Therefore, a thick-
ness of the housing wall cannot be reduced too much,
and thus, a reduction in size and weight is limited. Since
a hermetic ceramic housing is manufactured by firing a
special ceramic material for vacuum at high temperature,
the hermetic ceramic housing is not an inexpensive mem-
ber and is not necessarily economically efficient.
[0015] The present invention has been proposed to
solve the above-described problem, and an object of the
present invention is to achieve higher hermeticity in a
contact device used in a high-capacity relay (high-capac-
ity electromagnetic relay).

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0016] A hermetic terminal for a high-capacity relay ac-
cording to the present invention includes: a metal con-
tainer provided with a through hole; a pipe lead inserted
through the through hole; an insulating glass hermetically
sealing the pipe lead and the metal container; and a ter-
minal base passing through and hermetically secured to
the pipe lead and made of a low-resistance metal.
[0017] In an embodiment of the hermetic terminal for
the high-capacity relay, the metal container has a flat
plate provided with the through hole, and a peripheral
wall provided around the flat plate. A plate thickness of
the flat plate provided with the through hole is greater
than a plate thickness of the peripheral wall.
[0018] In an embodiment of the hermetic terminal for
the high-capacity relay, a plate thickness of a concentric
portion around the through hole is greater than a plate
thickness of a portion other than the concentric portion.
[0019] In an embodiment of the hermetic terminal for
the high-capacity relay, the metal container has a heat-
resistant insulating material on an inner wall surface
thereof.
[0020] A contact device for a high-capacity relay ac-
cording to the present invention includes the hermetic
terminal for the high-capacity relay as described above,
and is opened and closed by an electromagnet device.
The contact device for the high-capacity relay further in-
cludes: a fixed contact supported by the terminal base;
a lid covering and airtightly sealing an opening provided
in the metal container; a shaft passing through the lid; a
movable contactor supported by the shaft; and a movable
contact provided in the movable contactor.
[0021] In an embodiment of the contact device for the
high-capacity relay, the lid has a heat-resistant insulating
material on an inner wall surface thereof.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0022] According to the hermetic terminal for the high-
capacity relay and the contact device for the high-capac-
ity relay in the present invention, a contact device having
high hermeticity can be achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0023]

Fig. 1A is a plan view showing a hermetic terminal
for a high-capacity relay in a first embodiment.
Fig. 1B is a cross-sectional view of a front portion of
the hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay in
the first embodiment partially cut along line IB-IB in
Fig. 1A.
Fig. 1C is a bottom view showing the hermetic ter-
minal for the high-capacity relay in the first embodi-
ment.
Fig. 2A is a plan view showing a hermetic terminal
for a high-capacity relay in a second embodiment.
Fig. 2B is a cross-sectional view of a front portion of
the hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay in
the second embodiment partially cut along line IIB-
IIB in Fig. 2A.
Fig. 2C is a bottom view showing the hermetic ter-
minal for the high-capacity relay in the second em-
bodiment.
Fig. 3A is a plan view showing a hermetic terminal
for a high-capacity relay in a third embodiment.
Fig. 3B is a cross-sectional view of a front portion of
the hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay in
the third embodiment partially cut along line IIIB-IIIB
in Fig. 3A.
Fig. 3C is a bottom view showing the hermetic ter-
minal for the high-capacity relay in the third embod-
iment.
Fig. 4A is a front cross-sectional view showing a
closed state of a contact device for a high-capacity
relay in one embodiment.
Fig. 4B is a front cross-sectional view showing an
open state of the contact device for the high-capacity
relay in one embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] A hermetic terminal for a high-capacity relay ac-
cording to the present invention and a contact device for
a high-capacity relay including the hermetic terminal will
be described hereinafter with reference to the drawings.
[0025] As shown in Figs. 1A to 1C, a hermetic terminal
10 for a high-capacity relay according to a first embodi-
ment includes a metal container 12 provided with a
through hole 11, a pipe lead 13 inserted through through
hole 11, an insulating glass 14 hermetically sealing pipe
lead 13 and metal container 12, and a terminal base 15
passing through and hermetically secured to pipe lead
13 and made of a low-resistance metal.
[0026] Metal container 12 is made of a metal such as
iron or an iron alloy. Pipe lead 13 is made of a metal such
as iron or an iron alloy. Insulating glass 14 is made of
borosilicate glass, soda barium glass or the like. Terminal
base 15 is made of a low-resistance metal such as copper
or a copper alloy.
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[0027] In the embodiment shown in Figs. 1A to 1C,
metal container 12 is formed in the shape of substantially
a box having an opening in a lower surface. The plates
forming the respective surfaces of metal container 12
have a substantially uniform thickness. In metal container
12, a plate thickness enough for hermetic sealing be-
tween pipe lead 13 and metal container 12 by glass seal-
ing may only be ensured at least around through hole
11. In metal container 12 according to the present em-
bodiment, the plate thickness of the portion of metal con-
tainer 12 around through hole 11 may be thick, and a
plate thickness of the other portion may be smaller than
the plate thickness of the portion of metal container 12
around through hole 11.
[0028] The above-described glass sealing may be ei-
ther matching sealing or compression sealing. When the
thickness of metal container 12 is thick only around
through hole 11 as described above, a large internal vol-
ume of a relay contact device can be achieved. As a
result, the relay contact device can be reduced in size.
[0029] Terminal base 15 has a large-diameter disc por-
tion, and a columnar portion having a diameter smaller
than that of the disc portion and connected to a center
of a lower surface of the disc portion. Pipe lead 13 has
a hollow cylindrical portion, and a flange portion provided
at an upper end of the hollow cylindrical portion and ex-
tending to the outside. The columnar portion of terminal
base 15 passes through the cylindrical portion of pipe
lead 13. A gap (space) is provided between an inner cir-
cumferential surface of the cylindrical portion of pipe lead
13 and an outer circumferential surface of the columnar
portion of terminal base 15. An outer circumferential sur-
face of pipe lead 13 and an inner circumferential surface
of through hole 11 are hermetically sealed by insulating
glass 14. A gap is provided between an inner circumfer-
ential surface of a portion of pipe lead 13 in contact with
insulating glass 14 and an outer circumferential surface
of a corresponding portion of terminal base 15. An upper
surface of the flange portion of pipe lead 13 and an outer
circumferential portion of the lower surface of the disc
portion of terminal base 15 are joined by welding, brazing
or the like, with the hermeticity being maintained.
[0030] If a terminal base made of a low-resistance met-
al such as copper that is low in energization loss is passed
through a through hole of a metal container made of steel
or the like, and the metal container and the terminal base
are directly sealed by an insulating glass, the glass seal-
ing portion is broken due to great thermal expansion of
the terminal base made of copper or the like, and thus,
the hermeticity of the metal container is not maintained.
Therefore, a hermetic terminal has not been used in a
conventional high-capacity relay.
[0031] According to hermetic terminal 10 for the high-
capacity relay in the present embodiment, pipe lead 13
is attached to the outer circumference of terminal base
15 with the space being interposed, and pipe lead 13 and
metal container 12 are sealed by insulating glass 14. The
space provided between pipe lead 13 and terminal base

15 makes it possible to buffer thermal expansion of ter-
minal base 15 well and prevent breaking of insulating
glass 14. Even when the metal container is used as a
container, breaking of insulating glass 14 can be prevent-
ed and the high hermeticity can be maintained.
[0032] According to hermetic terminal 10 for the high-
capacity relay in the present embodiment, the conven-
tionally-used container having a ceramic metallized
structure is replaced with the metal container, and thus,
an inexpensive structure excellent in hermeticity can be
achieved.
[0033] A hermetic terminal 20 for a high-capacity relay
in a second embodiment shown in Figs. 2A to 2C is a
modified version of hermetic terminal 10 for the high-
capacity relay in the first embodiment.
[0034] Hermetic terminal 20 for the high-capacity relay
in the second embodiment includes a metal container 22
provided with a through hole 21, a pipe lead 23 inserted
through through hole 21, an insulating glass 24 hermet-
ically sealing pipe lead 23 and metal container 22, and
a terminal base 25 passing through and hermetically se-
cured to pipe lead 23 and made of a low-resistance metal.
[0035] Metal container 22 is made of a metal such as
iron or an iron alloy. Pipe lead 23 is made of a metal such
as iron or an iron alloy. Insulating glass 24 is made of
borosilicate glass, soda barium glass or the like. Terminal
base 25 is made of a low-resistance metal such as copper
or a copper alloy.
[0036] In metal container 22 in the second embodi-
ment, a plate thickness of a flat plate 26 provided with
through hole 21 is thick, and a plate thickness of a pe-
ripheral wall 27 not provided with through hole 21 is small-
er than the plate thickness of flat plate 26.
[0037] In the present embodiment, flat plate 26 provid-
ed with through hole 21 and peripheral wall 27 are formed
from separate members. The thickness of the plate mem-
ber forming flat plate 26 is greater than the thickness of
the plate member forming peripheral wall 27. Substan-
tially rectangular flat plate 26 is inserted into a substan-
tially rectangular opening provided in a top surface of
peripheral wall 27 and an outer peripheral portion of flat
plate 26 is joined to the opening of peripheral wall 27.
Flat plate 26 and peripheral wall 27 do not necessarily
need to be formed from separate members. For example,
metal container 22 may be integrally formed by casting,
cutting or the like, and at this time, flat plate 26 and pe-
ripheral wall 27 may be formed to have different thick-
nesses.
[0038] In the present embodiment, terminal base 25
has a columnar shape. An upper end of pipe lead 23 has
a diameter smaller than that of a main body portion of
pipe lead 23. Although terminal base 25 passes through
pipe lead 23, a gap is provided between terminal base
25 and the main body portion of pipe lead 23. The small-
diameter portion at the upper end of pipe lead 23 is her-
metically joined to an outer circumferential upper portion
of terminal base 25. A space is provided between an
inner circumferential surface of a portion of pipe lead 23
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in contact with insulating glass 24 and an outer circum-
ferential surface of a corresponding portion of terminal
base 25.
[0039] The space provided between pipe lead 23 and
terminal base 25 makes it possible to buffer thermal ex-
pansion of terminal base 25 well and prevent breaking
of insulating glass 24. Even when the metal container is
used as a container, breaking of insulating glass 24 can
be prevented and the high hermeticity can be maintained.
[0040] A hermetic terminal 30 for a high-capacity relay
in a third embodiment shown in Figs. 3A to 3C is a mod-
ified version of hermetic terminal 10 for the high-capacity
relay and hermetic terminal 20 for the high-capacity relay
in the first and second embodiments.
[0041] Hermetic terminal 30 for the high-capacity relay
in the third embodiment includes a metal container 32
provided with a through hole 31, a pipe lead 33 inserted
through through hole 31, an insulating glass 34 hermet-
ically sealing pipe lead 33 and metal container 32, and
a terminal base 35 passing through and hermetically se-
cured to pipe lead 33 and made of a low-resistance metal.
[0042] Metal container 32 is made of a metal such as
iron or an iron alloy. Pipe lead 33 is made of a metal such
as iron or an iron alloy. Insulating glass 34 is made of
borosilicate glass, soda barium glass or the like. Terminal
base 35 is made of a low-resistance metal such as copper
or a copper alloy.
[0043] In metal container 32 in the third embodiment,
a plate thickness of a concentric portion 36 around
through hole 31 is thick, and a plate thickness of a metal
container main body 37 which is the other portion is small-
er than the plate thickness of concentric portion 36.
[0044] In the present embodiment, concentric portion
36 provided with through hole 31 and metal container
main body 37 are formed from separate members. The
thickness of the plate member forming concentric portion
36 is greater than the thickness of the plate member form-
ing metal container main body 37. Circular concentric
portion 36 is inserted into a circular opening provided in
a top surface of metal container main body 37, and an
outer circumferential portion of concentric portion 36 is
joined to the opening of metal container main body 37.
Concentric portion 36 and metal container main body 37
do not necessarily need to be formed from separate
members. For example, metal container 32 may be inte-
grally formed by casting, cutting or the like, and at this
time, concentric portion 36 and metal container main
body 37 may be formed to have different thicknesses.
[0045] In the present embodiment, terminal base 35
has a columnar shape. An upper end of pipe lead 33 has
a diameter smaller than that of a main body portion of
pipe lead 33. Although terminal base 35 passes through
pipe lead 33, a gap is provided between terminal base
35 and the main body portion of pipe lead 33. The small-
diameter portion at the upper end of pipe lead 33 is her-
metically joined to an outer circumferential upper portion
of terminal base 35. A space is provided between an
inner circumferential surface of a portion of pipe lead 33

in contact with insulating glass 34 and an outer circum-
ferential surface of a corresponding portion of terminal
base 35.
[0046] The space provided between pipe lead 33 and
terminal base 35 makes it possible to buffer thermal ex-
pansion of terminal base 35 well and prevent breaking
of insulating glass 34. Even when the metal container is
used as a container, breaking of insulating glass 34 can
be prevented and the high hermeticity can be maintained.
[0047] In the second and third embodiments, the metal
container is configured such that the thickness of the por-
tion around the through hole is different from the thick-
ness of the other portion. In this case, as the metal con-
tainer, an integrated container that differs in thickness
from portion to portion may be selected, or a container
formed by hermetically securing a plurality of metal mem-
bers having different thicknesses to each other by weld-
ing, brazing or the like may be selected.
[0048] A contact device for a high-capacity relay ac-
cording to the present invention is a contact device for a
relay in which hermetic terminals 10, 20 and 30 for the
high-capacity relays described in the first to third embod-
iments as one example are used in the metal container.
[0049] A contact device 40 for a high-capacity relay in
the present embodiment shown in Figs. 4A and 4B is an
electromagnetic relay configured to open and close the
contact device by an electromagnet device 100. Contact
device 40 for the high-capacity relay includes a metal
container 42 provided with a through hole 41, a pipe lead
43 inserted through through hole 41, an insulating glass
44 hermetically sealing pipe lead 43 and metal container
42, a terminal base 45 passing through and hermetically
secured to pipe lead 43 and made of a low-resistance
metal, a fixed contact 46 supported by terminal base 45,
a lid covering and airtightly sealing an opening provided
in the metal container, a movable contactor 49 supported
by a shaft 48 passing through the lid, and a movable
contact 50 provided in movable contactor 49.
[0050] Metal container 42 is made of a metal such as
iron or an iron alloy. Pipe lead 43 is made of a metal such
as iron or an iron alloy. Insulating glass 44 is made of
borosilicate glass, soda barium glass or the like. Terminal
base 45 is made of a low-resistance metal such as copper
or a copper alloy. The lid is made of iron or an iron alloy.
[0051] Fixed contact 46 is provided in a lower surface
of terminal base 45. Movable contact 50 is provided in
an upper surface of movable contactor 49. Fixed contact
46 and movable contact 50 face each other. Movable
contactor 49 moves upward and downward, and switch-
ing is thereby done between a closed state and an open
state of fixed contact 46 and movable contact 50.
[0052] The lid includes a lid main body 47B joined to
a lower end of metal container 42 and having an opening
in the center, a cylindrical portion 47A having an upper
end inserted into the opening in the center of lid main
body 47B, and a cover portion 47C having an upper end
connected to a central portion of a lower surface of lid
main body 47B and surrounding an outer circumferential
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portion of cylindrical portion 47A.
[0053] The lid is joined to the lower end of metal con-
tainer 42 by welding, brazing or the like to ensure the
hermeticity of the metal container. Cover portion 47C is
formed in the shape of a hat and covers a joint between
lid main body 47B and cylindrical portion 47A to improve
the hermeticity of the lid.
[0054] Shaft 48 passes through a central portion of the
cylindrical portion. A magnet is provided at a lower end
of shaft 48, and shaft 48 can be lifted and lowered by the
magnetic force from electromagnet device 100 and the
action of a spring provided on shaft 48.
[0055] In contact device 40 for the high-capacity relay,
a heat-resistant insulating material may be attached to
or a lining of a heat-resistant insulating material may be
provided on an inner wall surface of metal container 42
and lid 47 as necessary in order to enhance the heat
resistance and the insulation property.
[0056] In contact device 40 for the high-capacity relay
in the present embodiment, the hermetic terminal for the
high-capacity relay described in each of the first to third
embodiments is used, and thus, there can be provided
an all-metal housing excellent in hermeticity formed by
compression sealing, while forming a terminal base from
a low-resistance metal material having a high thermal
expansion coefficient.
[0057] Thus, according to contact device 40 for the
high-capacity relay in the present embodiment, the all-
metal housing excellent in hermeticity that does not
cause leakage of an arc-extinguishing gas such as hy-
drogen can be achieved, as compared with a conven-
tional contact device including a ceramic container. In
addition, the container made of a metal is excellent in
processability, robustness and reliability and a thickness
of the container can be reduced without decreasing the
strength, and thus, the device can be reduced in size and
weight. Furthermore, the metal container is excellent in
thermal conductivity, and thus, the heat dissipation prop-
erty of the device can be improved.
[0058] As one example, hermetic terminal 10 for the
high-capacity relay in the first embodiment described
above can be made of the following materials. Metal con-
tainer 12 provided with through hole 11 is made of iron,
pipe lead 13 inserted through through hole 11 is made
of an Fe-Ni alloy, insulating glass 14 hermetically sealing
pipe lead 13 and metal container 12 is made of soda
barium glass, and terminal base 15 passing through pipe
lead 13 is made of a copper alloy. Terminal base 15 is
hermetically brazed to pipe lead 13 using a brazing ma-
terial of an Ag-Cu alloy.
[0059] As one example, contact device 40 for the high-
capacity relay in one embodiment can be made of the
following materials. Metal container 42 provided with
through hole 41 is made of iron, pipe lead 43 inserted
through through hole 41 is made of an Fe-Ni alloy, insu-
lating glass 44 hermetically sealing pipe lead 43 and met-
al container 42 is made of soda barium glass, the terminal
base passing through pipe lead 43 is made of a copper

alloy, the fixed contact supported by terminal base 45 is
made of a silver alloy, lid 47 covering and airtightly sealing
the opening of metal container 42 is made of an iron alloy,
movable contactor 49 supported by shaft 48 passing
through lid 47 is made of a copper alloy, and movable
contact 50 provided in movable contactor 49 is made of
a silver alloy. Terminal base 45 is hermetically brazed to
pipe lead 43 using a brazing material of an Ag-Cu alloy.
[0060] It should be understood that the embodiments
disclosed herein are illustrative and non-restrictive in
every respect. The scope of the present invention is de-
fined by the terms of the claims, rather than the descrip-
tion above, and is intended to include any modifications
within the scope and meaning equivalent to the terms of
the claims.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0061] The present invention is applicable to a power
relay such as a system main relay mounted on HEV, EV
and the like.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0062] 10, 20, 30 hermetic terminal for high-capacity
relay; 11, 21, 31, 41 through hole; 12, 22, 32, 42 metal
container; 13, 23, 33, 43 pipe lead; 14, 24, 34, 44 insu-
lating glass; 15, 25, 35, 45 terminal base; 26 flat portion;
27 peripheral wall; 36 concentric portion; 37 metal con-
tainer main body; 40 contact device for high-capacity re-
lay; 46 fixed contact; 47A cylindrical portion; 47B lid main
body; 47C cover portion; 48 shaft; 49 movable contactor;
50 movable contact; 100 electromagnet device.

Claims

1. A hermetic terminal for a high-capacity relay, com-
prising:

a metal container provided with a through hole;
a pipe lead inserted through the through hole;
an insulating glass hermetically sealing the pipe
lead and the metal container; and
a terminal base passing through and hermeti-
cally secured to the pipe lead and made of a
low-resistance metal.

2. The hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the metal container has a flat plate provided with the
through hole, and a peripheral wall provided around
the flat plate, and
a plate thickness of the flat plate provided with the
through hole is greater than a plate thickness of the
peripheral wall.

3. The hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay ac-
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cording to claim 1, wherein
in the metal container, a plate thickness of a concen-
tric portion around the through hole is greater than
a plate thickness of a portion other than the concen-
tric portion.

4. The hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay ac-
cording to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the metal container has a heat-resistant insulating
material on an inner wall surface thereof.

5. A contact device for a high-capacity relay including
the hermetic terminal for the high-capacity relay as
recited in any one of claims 1 to 4, and being opened
and closed by an electromagnet device, the contact
device for the high-capacity relay further comprising:

a fixed contact supported by the terminal base;
a lid covering and airtightly sealing an opening
provided in the metal container;
a shaft passing through the lid;
a movable contactor supported by the shaft; and
a movable contact provided in the movable con-
tactor.

6. The contact device for the high-capacity relay ac-
cording to claim 5, wherein
the lid has a heat-resistant insulating material on an
inner wall surface thereof.
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