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(54) LAUNDRY HANDLING APPARATUS

(57) Disclosed herein is a laundry treatment appara-
tus including balancers. The laundry treatment apparatus
includes a cabinet 1 with a laundry feeding hole formed
therein, a tub 10 provided within the cabinet and for hold-
ing washing water, a drum 20 installed within the tub for
holding laundry, a driving unit to rotate the drum, a plu-
rality of balancers 110 each having an internal space

formed in the balancer in which water is received, the
plurality of balancers spaced apart from each other on
the circumference of the drum, and an inflow channel
device 140 to selectively guide water from the outside of
the drum to the internal spaces of the plurality of balanc-
ers when the drum is rotated.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a laundry treat-
ment apparatus for reducing an eccentric amount of a
drum and, more particularly, to a laundry treatment ap-
paratus including a balancer capable of active control.

Technical Field

[0002] A conventional laundry treatment apparatus in-
cludes a cabinet forming an external appearance, a tub
included within the cabinet and for storing water, a drum
rotatably provided within the tub for storing laundry, and
a driving unit to rotate the drum.
[0003] The drum may be rotated without maintaining
a dynamic equilibrium depending on laundry stored
therein.
[0004] The dynamic equilibrium means "the state in
which total moment generated by a centrifugal force or
a centrifugal force becomes 0 with respect to the rotation
axis when a rotating body is rotated". In the case of a
rigid body, an ideal dynamic equilibrium is maintained if
a mass distribution is constant around the rotation axis.
[0005] Such an ideal dynamic equilibrium, although it
is practically impossible, may be considered to be an
actual dynamic equilibrium state if a mass distribution of
laundry is in a permissible range (if a drum is rotated
while being vibrated within the permissible range) around
the rotation axis of the drum when the drum is rotated in
the state in which the laundry has been stored in the
laundry treatment apparatus.
[0006] In contrast, the state in which an actual dynamic
equilibrium has been broken (i.e., unbalance) in the laun-
dry treatment apparatus is generated when the degree
to which a mass distribution has become eccentric based
on the rotation axis of the drum when the drum is rotated
exceeds a permissible range.
[0007] The drum rotated in the unbalance state is vi-
brated along with rotation, and the vibration of the drum
is delivered to the tub or the cabinet, causing noise.
[0008] In order to reduce such eccentricity of the drum,
a conventional laundry treatment apparatus includes a
ball balancer or fluid balancer having a ball or a fluid
received in a housing fixed to the drum. In particular, a
front loading type laundry treatment apparatus inclined
toward the front, that is, the rotation axis of the drum has
the fastest speed when laundry causing the eccentricity
of the drum in the unbalance state passes through the
lowest point of a drum rotation track and has the slowest
speed when the laundry causing the eccentricity of the
drum in the unbalance state passes through the highest
point of the drum rotation track. Accordingly, the ball bal-
ancer or the fluid balancer included in the conventional
laundry treatment apparatus functions to reduce eccen-
tricity in such a manner that the ball or the fluid moves
toward the lowest point of the drum rotation track when

the laundry causing eccentricity moves toward the high-
est point.

Technical Problem

[0009] A conventional method of reducing eccentricity
is useful in a steady state in which the vibration of the
drum is in a specific range, but has a problem in that a
significant effect may not be expected in a transient state
(or transient vibration), that is, the state before the vibra-
tion of the drum reaches the steady state. A first object
of the present invention is to solve such a problem.
[0010] In a conventional technology, a point at which
the ball balancer or the fluid balancer is located is limited
to the front end of the drum, which may be useful in re-
ducing eccentricity at the front end of the drum, but there
is a problem in that it is difficult to reduce eccentricity at
the rear end of the drum. A second object of the present
invention is to propose means for reducing the entire ec-
centricity from the front end of the drum to the rear end
of the drum.
[0011] In a conventional technology, there is a problem
in that much power for rotating the drum is consumed if
an eccentricity reduction is not required because a ball
or fluid has been filled in the ball balancer or fluid balancer
and thus weight of the filled ball or fluid is added to the
drum. Furthermore, there is a problem in that there is a
limit to the inclusion of a balancer having a capacity-hun-
gry ball or fluid due to such a power problem. A third
object of the present invention is to solve such a problem.
[0012] A fourth object of the present invention is to
solve unbalance more positively and actively when the
unbalance is generated.
[0013] A fifth object of the present invention is to enable
an eccentricity reduction to be controlled more easily by
allowing the balancer itself to lead the eccentricity of the
drum to a designated location.

Technical Solution

[0014] A laundry treatment apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention includes a cabinet
with a laundry feeding hole formed therein, a tub provided
within the cabinet for holding washing water, a drum in-
stalled within the tub for holding laundry, a driving unit to
rotate the drum, a plurality of balancers each having an
internal space formed in the balancer in which water is
received, the plurality of balancers spaced apart from
each other on the circumference of the drum, and an
inflow channel device to selectively guide water from the
outside of the drum to the internal spaces of the plurality
of balancers when the drum is rotated.
[0015] The laundry feeding hole may be formed at the
front of the cabinet. The drum may be rotatably installed
around the rotation axis which is inclined forward. The
plurality of balancers may be provided to come into con-
tact with the inside back of the drum. The inflow channel
device guides the water so that the water flows from the
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back of the drum to the internal spaces of the plurality of
balancers.
[0016] The plurality of balancers may be spaced apart
from the front end of the drum, may be formed in a front
and rear direction of the drum, and may be protruded in
the direction opposite the centrifugal direction on the in-
ner circumferential surface of the drum. In this case, each
of the balancers may include an inclined portion in which
the protrusion height of the rear end portion of the bal-
ancer is greater than the protrusion height of other por-
tions of the balancer.
[0017] The plurality of balancers may be spaced apart
from each other at intervals of the same angle around
the rotation axis.
[0018] At least one of the plurality of balancers may
include a lateral partition formed in the circumferential
direction of the drum, to divide the internal space of the
balancer front and back and to have a termination spaced
apart from the inside surface of the internal space of the
balancer in the direction opposite the centrifugal direc-
tion. The lateral partition may include a lateral partition
groove formed in a centrifugal direction at the termina-
tion.
[0019] At least one of the plurality of balancers may
include a vertical partition formed in the front and rear
direction of the drum to divide the internal space of the
balancer in the circumferential direction of the drum and
to have a termination spaced apart from the inside sur-
face of the internal space of the balancer in the direction
opposite the centrifugal direction. The vertical partition
may include a vertical partition groove formed in the cen-
trifugal direction at the termination. Assuming that a plane
on which the vertical partition is disposed is present, the
inflow channel device may include a channel partition
disposed on the plane. the channel partition divides an
inflow hole formed at the termination of a channel within
the inflow channel device.
[0020] The laundry treatment apparatus may further
include an outflow channel to guide water so that the
water flows out from the internal space of each balancer.
The outflow channel may be formed in the back direction
of each balancer. The laundry treatment apparatus may
further include an outflow channel to guide water so that
the water flows out from the internal space of each bal-
ancer. An outflow hole formed at the start end of the out-
flow channel may be disposed in the direction opposite
the centrifugal direction with respect to an inflow hole
formed at the point into which water flows from the inflow
channel device to the internal space of the balancer.
[0021] At least one balancer may include an inclined
portion protruded from the inner circumferential surface
of the drum in the direction opposite the centrifugal di-
rection so that a protrusion height of the rear end portion
of the inclined portion greater than the protrusion height
of other portions of the balancer. The protrusion height
of the rear end of the balancer may be greater than a
height from the inner circumferential surface of the drum
to the outflow hole. The protrusion height of the front por-

tion of the inclined portion may be less than a height from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum to the out-
flow hole.
[0022] Water introduced through the inflow channel
device may be supplied from the back of the drum, and
water drained through the outflow channel may be dis-
charged to the space between the drum and the tub.

Advantageous Effects

[0023] First, an embodiment of the present invention
has an advantage in that the eccentricity of the drum can
be reduced actively and positively although the vibration
of the drum is any state.
[0024] Second, there is an advantage in that eccen-
tricity can be entirely reduced from the front end to the
rear end of the drum because the balancer is lengthily
formed and the lateral partition is provided within the bal-
ancer.
[0025] Third, there is an advantage in that the balancer
itself agitates laundry because it is protruded from the
inner circumferential surface of the drum.
[0026] Fourth, there is an advantage in that eccentricity
can be reduced in an induced manner because the bal-
ancer is protruded from the inner circumferential surface
of the drum and thus leads eccentricity to the side location
of the balancer.
[0027] Fifth, there is an advantage in that weight of the
balancer can be changed through control of an eccen-
tricity reduction by proposing the structure in which water
flows into the internal space of the balancer and the struc-
ture in which flows out from the internal space of the
balancer.
[0028] Sixth, there is an advantage in that the drum
can be rotated in a light state because water in the internal
space of the balancer can be drained and thus the water
can be exhausted if not necessary although a maximum
capacity of water that may be contained in the balancer
is increased.
[0029] Seventh, there is an advantage in that water in
the internal space of the balancer can be naturally
drained using the inclined portion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0030]

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram showing a lateral sec-
tion of a washing machine which has been vertically
cut in the front and rear direction according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a dismantled perspective view showing the
drum 20, centrifugal channel device 140a that is an
embodiment of an inflow channel device 140, power
transfer unit 170, etc. of the washing machine ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the state in
which one of balancers 110 of FIG. 2 has been as-
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sembled.
FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the state in
which one of the balancers 110 of FIG. 2 has been
dismantled.
FIG. 5 is a side cross-sectional view of the balancer
110 of FIG. 3 which has been vertically cut in the
front and rear direction.
FIG. 6 is a dismantled perspective view showing the
state in which the centrifugal channel device 140a,
that is, an embodiment of the inflow channel device
140, has been dismantled into a front portion 141a
and a rear portion 141b.
FIG. 7 is a side cross-sectional view of the centrifugal
channel device 140a of FIG. 6, which has been ver-
tically cut in the front and rear direction.
FIG. 8 is an enlarged sectional view showing the
state in which part of the circumferential channel 142
of the centrifugal channel device 140a of FIG. 6 has
been vertically cut in the front and rear direction and
shown along with a nozzle 180.
FIG. 9 is an elevation showing a driving unit support
39 when looking at a drum 20 at the back of the drum
20.
FIG. 10 is an elevation showing the state in which
the driving unit support 39 has been omitted while
looking at the drum 20 at the back of the drum 20.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments

[0031] In the entire specification, the same reference
numerals denote the same elements.
[0032] A laundry treatment apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention may be a washing
machine (including a washing machine including a dry
system) or a dehydrator. Hereinafter, the laundry treat-
ment apparatus according to embodiment is illustrated
as being a washing machine, but is not necessarily limited
thereto.
[0033] Furthermore, the laundry treatment apparatus
an embodiment of the present invention may be a front
loading type in which the rotation axis X of a drum has
been inclined forward or a top loading type in which the
rotation axis of a drum is vertical. Hereinafter, the laundry
treatment apparatus according to embodiment is illus-
trated as being the front loading type washing machine,
but is not necessarily limited thereto. For example, in the
top loading type washing machine according to another
embodiment, a laundry feeding hole and a door are
formed on the upper side.
[0034] That is, in the front loading type washing ma-
chine described in the entire description of the present
invention, the front direction and back direction of the
drum may be construed as being the upward direction
and downward direction of the drum in the top loading
type washing machine according to another embodi-
ment. Furthermore, in the entire description of the
present invention, in relation to the angle of the rotation
axis X of the drum, that is, a basis, the rotation axis of

the drum that is vertical may be construed as being a
basis in the top loading type washing machine according
to another embodiment.
[0035] It is evident to those skilled in the art that the
characteristics of the front loading type washing machine
according to an embodiment are applied to the top load-
ing type washing machine according to another embod-
iment in such a manner. The front loading type washing
machine is described below as a basis, for convenience
of a description.
[0036] Accordingly, in a description of elements cou-
pled to a drum 20, such as a balancer 110 and an inflow
channel device 140, the "back direction" refers to a di-
rection that belongs to both directions of the rotation axis
X and that is directed toward the bottom of the drum 20,
and the "front direction" refers to a direction that belongs
to both direction of the rotation axis X and that is directed
toward the opening portion of the drum 21. In the top
loading type washing machine, the front direction and
the back direction may be construed as being reversed
when the direction of the bottom surface of the drum and
the direction of the opening portion of the drum are re-
versed.
[0037] In the entire description of the present invention,
a "centrifugal direction" refers to a direction that becomes
distant from the rotation axis X of the drum 20, and a
"direction opposite the centrifugal direction" refers to a
direction that becomes close to the rotation axis X of the
drum 20. Furthermore, a "circumferential direction" refers
to a clockwise and anticlockwise direction around the ro-
tation axis X. Furthermore, in the entire description of the
present invention, the "start end" and "termination" of a
channel or passage refer to the "end of an upper stream"
and the "end of a lower stream" based on the normal fluid
flow direction of a corresponding passage.
[0038] FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram showing a lateral
section of a washing machine which has been vertically
cut in the front and rear direction according to an embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0039] Referring to FIG. 1, the washing machine ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes a cabinet 1 forming an external appearance and
to have a laundry feeding hole 7 formed at the front there-
of, a tub 10 provided within the cabinet 1 for storing wash-
ing water, and a drum 20 rotatably installed around the
rotation axis X forward inclined within the tub 10 for stor-
ing laundry. The washing machine includes a driving unit
30 to rotate the drum 20 and a balancer 110 provided in
the drum and to have water selectively introduced into
an internal space 110s thereof so that eccentricity gen-
erated in the drum is reduced.
[0040] The cabinet 1 includes a front cover (not shown)
forming the front surface of the washing machine and to
have the laundry feeding hole 7 formed therein, a top
cover (not shown) forming the top of the washing ma-
chine, two side covers (not shown) forming both sides of
the washing machine, a back cover (not shown) forming
the back of the washing machine, and a base (not shown)
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forming the bottom of the washing machine. The cabinet
1 includes a door 3 that opens and shuts the feeding
entrance 7.
[0041] The cabinet 1 may be equipped with a control
panel (not shown). The control panel may include an input
unit, such as keys, buttons, and a touch panel capable
of setting, selecting, and adjusting various types of op-
eration mode, a lamp for indicating various pieces of in-
formation, such as a response, alarm, and notification
according to the operation state and selected operation
mode of the washing machine, and a display, such as an
LCD panel or an LED panel.
[0042] The tub 10 has the inside of an empty cylindrical
shape, and a tub opening portion 11 communicating with
the laundry feeding hole 7 is formed in the tub 10. A gas-
ket 13 made of an elastic material is provided between
the tub opening portion 11 and the laundry feeding hole
7. The gasket 13 prevents washing water within the tub
10 from draining out to the outside of the tub 10 and
reduces the transfer of the vibration of the tub 10 to the
cabinet.
[0043] The drum 20 has the inside of an empty cylin-
drical shape. The opening portion of the drum 20 com-
municating with the laundry feeding hole 7 and the tub
opening portion 11 are provided at the front of the drum
20. A user may supply laundry to the inside of the drum
20 or draw laundry from the inside of the drum through
the laundry feeding hole 7.
[0044] A plurality of through holes through which the
inside of the drum communicates with the inside of the
tub 10 is provided in the circumferential surface of the
drum 20. FIG. 1 shows one through hole 27 of the plurality
of through holes. Washing water between the tub 10 and
the drum 20 can move into the drum 20 through the plu-
rality of through holes 27, and washing water stored in
the drum 20 can move into the space between the tub
10 and the drum 20.
[0045] Furthermore, the washing machine may further
include a vibration-proof unit (not shown) in order to pre-
vent vibration, generated when the drum 20 is rotated,
from being delivered to the cabinet 10 through the tub
10. The vibration-proof unit may be formed of an elastic
member or a damper. The vibration-proof unit may in-
clude a first vibration-proof unit 13 provided at the top of
the tub 10 and a second vibration-proof unit 14 provided
at the bottom of the tub 10, but is not limited thereto. The
vibration-proof unit may be provided at a different loca-
tion, if necessary.
[0046] The driving unit 30 may have various forms ca-
pable of rotating the drum 20 within the tub 10. FIG. 1
shows an example of a brushless DC (BLDC) motor
which is provided at the back of the tub 10 and rotates
the drum 20 through a motor shaft 36 that penetrates the
rear surface of the tub.
[0047] Referring to FIG. 1, the driving unit 30 may in-
clude a stator 35 fixed to the rear surface of the tub 10,
the motor shaft 36 penetrating the rear surface of the tub
10 in the rotation axis X and fixed to the rear surface of

the drum 20, a rotor 31 surrounding the stator 35 in the
circumferential direction of the rotation axis X and to have
the motor shaft 36 fixed thereto, and a plurality of per-
manent magnets 33 fixed to the rotor 31. And, the plurality
of permanent magnets 33 rotate the rotor 31 by a mag-
netic field generated by the stator 35.
[0048] The plurality of permanent magnets 33 is fixed
to the inner circumferential surface of the rotor 31 at spe-
cific intervals. The stator 35 is insulated by an insulator
37 provided to surround the stator 35. The insulator 37
may be equipped with a sensing unit 38 (e.g., a hall sen-
sor) for detecting the rotation speed, rotation direction,
and rotation angle of the rotor 31 by detecting a magnetic
force of the permanent magnet 33.
[0049] The washing machine may include a driving unit
support 39 (FIG. 9) for supporting the driving unit 30. In
the present embodiment, the driving unit support 39 has
a structure in which a portion for fixing the driving unit 30
is formed at the center thereof and two support members
having a downwardly slant angle based on the driving
unit are extended to both sides, but is not limited thereto.
The driving unit support 39 may have various shapes
capable of supporting the driving unit.
[0050] The washing machine may further include a
power transfer unit 170 fixed to the back side (drum back-
side portion 28) of the drum 20 to deliver a turning force,
generated from the driving unit 30, to the drum 20. In this
case, the motor shaft 36 delivers a turning force, gener-
ated from the driving unit 30, to the power transfer unit
170. The power transfer unit 170 includes a central por-
tion 171 having the motor shaft 36 mounted thereon and
fixed thereto and a plurality of extension portions 173
each extended in the centrifugal direction from the central
portion 171.
[0051] The washing machine further includes a water
supply unit 40 for supplying water from an external water
supply source (not shown) to the inside of the tub 10 and
a detergent supply unit (not shown) for supplying a de-
tergent to the tub 10. The water supply unit 40 includes
a water supply passage 43 for guiding water from the
water supply source (not shown) outside the cabinet 1
to the inside of the tub 10 via the detergent supply unit
and a water supply valve 41 for opening and shutting the
water supply passage 43.
[0052] The washing machine further includes a drain
pump 55 for pumping water discharged from the tub 10
so that the water flows out to the outside of the cabinet
1. The washing machine may further include a circulation
pump (not shown) for pumping water discharged from
the tub 10 so that the water is supplied to the inside of
the tub 10 again. The drain pump 55 and the circulation
pump may be separately provided, or the single pump
55 may be provided to selectively perform drainage and
circulation.
[0053] The washing machine may further include a
drain bellows 53 for guiding water, discharged from the
tub 10, to the drain pump 55 and a drain valve (not shown)
for controlling the drain bellows 53.
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[0054] The washing machine includes a drain passage
57 for draining water, pumped by the drain pump 55, to
the outside of the cabinet 1, and may include a circulation
passage (not shown) for guiding water pumped by the
circulation pump so that the water is supplied to the inside
of the tub 10 again.
[0055] FIG. 2 is a dismantled perspective view showing
the drum 20, centrifugal channel device 140a that is an
embodiment of the inflow channel device 140, power
transfer unit 170, etc. of the washing machine according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 2, the drum 20 includes a drum
front end portion 22 having the opening portion of the
drum 21 formed therein, a drum body 25 forming a cir-
cumferential surface in the circumference of the rotation
axis X of the drum 20, and a drum backside portion 28
forming the backside of the drum 20.
[0057] The drum front end portion 22 is extended in
the circumferential direction thereof and formed in a ring
shape, and may be equipped with a ball balancer 90 or
fluid balancer 90 in which a ball or a fluid is accommo-
dated.
[0058] The balancer 110 may be provided in the cir-
cumferential surface of the drum body 25. The plurality
of through holes 27 is formed in the circumferential sur-
face of the drum body 25.
[0059] A space in which water is accommodated is
formed in the balancer 110. Water selectively flows into
the internal space 110s of the balancer 110 so that ec-
centricity generated in the drum 20 is reduced. The bal-
ancer 110 is provided in the drum 20 and disposed to
come into contact with the inner rear surface of the drum
20. A plurality of the balancers 110 may be disposed on
the circumference of the drum 20 in such a way as to be
spaced apart from each other.
[0060] The washing machine includes the inflow chan-
nel device 140 for guiding water so that it selectively flows
from the back of the drum 20 to the internal space 110s
of the balancer 110 in order to reduce eccentricity gen-
erated in the drum 20. The inflow channel device 140
guides water so that it selectively flows from the back of
the drum 20 to the internal space of the plurality of bal-
ancers 110 when the drum 20 is rotated. The inflow chan-
nel device 140 guides water so that it selectively flows
into the internal space of the plurality of balancers 110
by a centrifugal force generated when the drum 20 is
rotated. The outflow channel 190 to be described later
guides water so that the water selectively flows out from
the internal space of the plurality of balancers 110 to the
outside of the drum 20 when the drum 20 is rotated.
[0061] The inflow channel device 140 may have vari-
ous shapes. The eccentricity of the drum 20 is problem-
atic only when the drum 20 is rotated, and thus the inflow
channel device 140 needs to perform its own function
when the drum 20 is rotated. However, the inflow channel
device 140 may have a structure using a centrifugal force
generated when the drum 20 is rotated because the in-
flow channel device 140 is coupled to the drum backside

portion 28 and rotated along with the drum 20. In the
present embodiment, the centrifugal channel device
140a is proposed as an embodiment of the inflow channel
device 140.
[0062] Furthermore, the extension portions 173 of the
power transfer unit 170 are extended in the centrifugal
direction directed toward the locations of the plurality of
balancers 110, respectively. In the present embodiment,
three balancers 110a, 110b, and 110c are provided.
Three extension portions 173a, 173b, and 173c extended
in directions corresponding to the respective three bal-
ancers 110a, 110b, and 110c are provided. If n (a natural
number) balancers larger than the three balancers are
provided, n extension portions extended in directions cor-
responding to the respective balancers may be provided.
[0063] The inflow channel device 140 and the power
transfer unit 170 may be overlaid on the back side of the
drum backside portion 28. The centrifugal channel device
140a has a portion forward rounded compared to other
portions so that it is engaged with the power transfer unit
170. A region that belongs to the drum backside portion
28 and that corresponds to the centrifugal channel device
140a and the power transfer unit 170 at the backside of
the drum backside portion 28 is forward rounded so that
the drum backside portion 28 is engaged with the cen-
trifugal channel device 140a and the power transfer unit
170.
[0064] Embodiments of the balancer 110 and inflow
channel device 140 of FIG. 2 are described in detail be-
low.
[0065] FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the state
in which one of the balancers 110 of FIG. 2 has been
assembled. FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the
state in which one of the balancers 110 of FIG. 2 has
been dismantled. FIG. 5 is a side cross-sectional view of
the balancer 110 of FIG. 3 which has been vertically cut
in the front and rear direction.
[0066] The balancer 110 is means for reducing the ec-
centricity of the drum by increasing weight of a region
symmetrical to the region in which laundry causing the
eccentricity is located around the rotation center of the
drum 20.
[0067] The balancers 110 may be provided to be
spaced apart from the front end of the drum 20 or may
be provided to be spaced apart from the rear end of the
drum 20. In the present embodiment, an example in
which the balancers 110 are provided to be spaced apart
from the front end of the drum 20 is described. In this
case, the ball balancer 90 or the fluid balancer 90 is pro-
vided in the drum front end portion 22, thereby being
capable of reducing the eccentricity of the drum 20. The
balancers 110 are provided in a region from the middle
region of the drum 20 to the rear end portion of the drum
20, thereby being capable of reducing eccentricity. Ac-
cordingly, the ball balancer or fluid balancer 90 and the
balancers 110 can reduce the eccentricity of the drum
20 through mutual cooperation.
[0068] The balancers 110 may be fixed to the outer
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circumferential surface of the drum 20 or may be provided
to penetrate the outer circumferential surface and inner
circumferential surface of the drum 20. In the present
embodiment, the balancers 110 may be protruded from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 in the
direction opposite the centrifugal direction. If the balanc-
ers 110 are protruded from the inner circumferential sur-
face of the drum 20, the balancers 110 according to an
embodiment of the present invention can function as
means for reducing eccentricity and can also function as
means for agitating laundry stored in the drum when the
drum is rotated.
[0069] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, each of the balanc-
ers 110 includes a balancer front cover 113 having a side
end in the centrifugal direction coupled to the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the drum body 25 in such a way
as to form the front surface of the balancer 110, two bal-
ancer side covers 114a and 114b having their front ends
coupled to the balancer front cover 113 in such a way as
to form both sides of the balancer 110 in the circumfer-
ential direction and to have the side ends thereof in the
centrifugal direction coupled to the inner circumferential
surface of the drum body 25, and a balancer top cover
111 having its front end coupled to the balancer front
cover 113 in such a way as to form a surface that faces
the direction opposite the centrifugal direction of the bal-
ancer 110 and to have both side ends thereof in the cir-
cumferential direction coupled to the balancer side cov-
ers 114a and 114b, respectively.
[0070] The balancer 110 may further include a balanc-
er base cover 112 having its front end coupled to the
balancer front cover 113 in such a way as to form a sur-
face that faces the centrifugal direction and to have both
side ends thereof in the circumferential direction coupled
to the balancer side covers 114a and 114b, respectively.
In this case, the balancer base cover 112 may be con-
figured in such a manner that the front end of a separate
plate member comes into contact with the inner circum-
ferential surface of the drum body 25 or some region itself
of the inner circumferential surface of the drum body 25
may function as the balancer base cover 112. The
present embodiment corresponds to the latter case, but
is not limited thereto.
[0071] The balancer 110 may further include a balanc-
er back cover 115 having a top end thereof coupled to
the balancer top cover 111 in such a way as to form a
back side and to have both side ends thereof in the cir-
cumferential direction coupled to the balancer side cov-
ers 114a and 114b, respectively. In this case, the bal-
ancer back cover 115 may be configured in such a man-
ner that the front surface of a separate plate member
comes into contact with the front surface of the drum
backside portion 28 or some region itself of the front sur-
face of the drum backside portion 28 may function as the
balancer back cover 115. The present embodiment cor-
responds to the former case, but is not limited thereto.
[0072] The space surrounded by the balancer front
cover 113, the two balancer side covers 114a and 114b,

the balancer top cover 111, the balancer base cover 112,
and the balancer back cover 112 is defined as the internal
space 110s of the balancer 110. As the internal space
110s of the balancer is filled with water or becomes emp-
ty, eccentricity can be reduced when the drum 20 is ro-
tated.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 4, the balancer 110 may be
configured in such a manner that a balancer body portion
121 to form an external appearance on the centrifugal
direction side and a balancer cap portion 122 to form an
external appearance on the direction side opposite the
centrifugal force are coupled. The balancer body portion
121 and the balancer cap portion 122 may be coupled
by screws, bolts, nuts and/or hooks. The balancer body
portion 121 is a member that forms the bottom of the
balancer front cover 113, the bottom of the two balancer
side covers 114a and 114b, and the bottom of the bal-
ancer back cover 112. The balancer cap portion 122 is
a member that forms the top of the balancer front cover
113, the top of the two balancer side covers 114a and
114b, the top of the balancer back cover 112, and the
balancer top cover 111.
[0074] The balancer 110 may be lengthily formed in
the front and rear direction of the drum 20. In this case,
the internal space 110s of the balancer is also lengthily
formed in the front and rear direction.
[0075] The balancer 110 may further include an in-
clined portion 111a in which the protrusion height of a
rear end portion thereof (i.e., a protrusion height meas-
ured on the inner circumferential surface of the drum) is
greater than the protrusion height of other portions. The
rear end of the balancer top cover 111 has a slope in the
direction opposite the centrifugal direction and has an
increasing protrusion height, thus forming the inclined
portion 111a. In this case, the section in which the inclined
portion 111a has been formed may be a length corre-
sponding to 1/5 to 1/3 of the entire length in the front and
rear direction of the balancer 110. A rear end that belongs
to the inclined portion 111a and has the highest protru-
sion height is coupled to the front surface of the drum
backside portion 28.
[0076] A plurality of the balancers 110 may be provid-
ed. The plurality of balancers 110 may be spaced apart
from each other in the circumferential surface of the drum
20. The plurality of balancers 110 may be spaced apart
from each other at specific intervals. That is, the plurality
of balancers may be spaced apart from each other at
intervals of the same angle around the rotation axis X.
[0077] At least three balancers may be spaced apart
from each other at intervals of a specific angle around
the rotation axis X. If three balancers 110a, 110b, and
110c are provided as in the present embodiment, the
balancers 110 are disposed at intervals of 120 degrees
around the rotation axis X. If n (n is a natural number of
4 or greater) balancers 110 greater than the three bal-
ancers are provided, the balancers 110 are disposed at
intervals of 360/n degrees around the rotation axis X. In
order for a reduction of eccentricity to be easily controlled,

11 12 



EP 3 358 063 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

3 or more balancers 110 may be equally disposed on the
circumference of the drum 20.
[0078] The balancer 110 may include a partition for
partitioning the internal space 110s of the balancer. A
plurality of the partitions may be provided. The partitions
are classified into a lateral partition 131 for dividing the
front and rear of the internal space 110s of the balancer
and a vertical partition 133 for dividing the internal space
110s of the balancer in the circumferential direction.
[0079] The lateral partition 131 is a member of a rib
form, which is protruded from the balancer base cover
112 in the direction opposite the centrifugal direction and
extended in the circumferential direction. The lateral par-
tition 131 divides the internal space 110s of the balancer
in the front and rear direction, but includes a termination
spaced apart from the inside surface of the internal space
110s of the balancer in the direction opposite the centrif-
ugal direction (i.e., a surface that faces the centrifugal
direction of the balancer top cover 111). The internal
spaces 110s of the balancer that have been divided front
and rear communicate with each other through a gap
131g between the termination of the lateral partition 131
and the inside surface of the internal space 110s.
[0080] Lateral partition grooves 132 formed at the ter-
mination of the lateral partition 131 in the centrifugal di-
rection may be formed in the lateral partition 131 so that
the spaces divided by the lateral partition 131 communi-
cate with each other. The lateral partition grooves 132
may be formed to be symmetrical to the lateral partition
131 left and right.
[0081] A plurality of the lateral partitions 131 may be
provided. The plurality of lateral partitions 131 may be
spaced apart from each other in the front and rear direc-
tion. The plurality of lateral partitions may be spaced apart
from each other at specific intervals. In the present em-
bodiment, three lateral partitions 131a, 131b, and 131c
divide the internal space 110s of the balancer into a first
space, a second space, a third space, and a fourth space
from the back side. In an embodiment in which n (n is a
natural number) lateral partitions greater than the three
lateral partitions are provided, the internal space 110s of
the balancer is divided into a first space to a (n+1)-th
space from the back side. Accordingly, water introduced
into the back side of the internal space 110s of the bal-
ancer can be sequentially filled from the first space to the
(n+1)-th space. In this case, the introduced water flows
into the space on the front side through the lateral parti-
tion grooves 132. Accordingly, the role of the lateral par-
tition 131 is not to prevent water from flowing into the
side on the front side until the space on the back side is
fully filled with the water, but is to reduce the speed at
which the space on the front side is filled with water com-
pared to the speed at which the space on the back side
is filled with water.
[0082] The vertical partition 133 is a member of a rib
form, which is protruded from the balancer base cover
112 in the direction opposite the centrifugal direction and
extended in the front and rear direction. The vertical par-

tition 133 divides the internal space 110s of the balancer
in the circumferential direction, and includes a termina-
tion spaced apart from the inside surface of the internal
space 110s of the balancer (i.e., a surface that faces the
centrifugal direction of the balancer top cover 111) in the
direction opposite the centrifugal direction. The internal
spaces 110s of the balancer that are divided in the cir-
cumferential direction communicate with each other
through a gap 133g between the termination of the ver-
tical partition 133 and the inside surface of the internal
space 110s.
[0083] The vertical partition 133 may form a vertical
partition groove 134 formed at the termination of the ver-
tical partition 133 the centrifugal direction so that the
spaces divided by the vertical partition 133 communicate
with each other. A plurality of the vertical partition grooves
134 may be formed in the vertical partition 133. The same
number of lateral partition grooves 134 may be formed
in each of the sections of the vertical partition 133 that
cross the spaces divided by the lateral partitions 131. In
the present embodiment, the vertical partition grooves
134 are formed in the first space to the (n+1)-th space,
respectively.
[0084] One vertical partition 133 may be provided so
that it divides the central portion of the internal space
110s of the balancer 110. In this case, assuming that a
virtual plane on which the vertical partition 133 is dis-
posed is present, a channel partition 148 to be described
later divides an inflow hole 146, disposed on the virtual
plane and formed a channel termination within the inflow
channel device 140, into two.
[0085] A first inflow opening portion 115a, that is, a
point at which water flows into the internal space 110s
of the balancer 110, may be formed in the balancer back
cover 115. The inflow channel device 140, 140a may
include a front channel 145 extended in the direction of
the inflow hole 146 from the back of the balancer back
cover 115. In this case, the front channel 145 is disposed
to penetrate the first inflow opening portion 115a. In this
case, a second inflow opening portion 28a through which
the front channel 145 penetrates is formed in the drum
backside portion 28. Water introduced into the internal
space 110s of the balancer through the front channel 145
sequentially passes through the second inflow opening
portion 28a and the first inflow opening portion 115a.
[0086] Water may flow backward through the inflow
hole 146, and thus water within the internal space of the
balancer 110 may flow out. As in the present embodi-
ment, the washing machine may include a separate out-
flow channel 190 for guiding water so that the water flows
out from the inside of the balancer 110. The outflow chan-
nel 190 may be formed in the back direction of the bal-
ancer 110. An opening portion formed at the start end of
the outflow channel 190 is defined as an outflow hole 196.
[0087] A first outflow opening portion 115b, that is, a
point at which water flows out from the internal space
110s of the balancer 110, may be formed in the balancer
back cover 115. Furthermore, the outflow channel 190
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may be disposed to start from the front of the balancer
back cover 115 and to penetrate the first outflow opening
portion 115b. The start end of the outflow channel 190
coincides with the first outflow opening portion 115b, and
thus the first outflow opening portion 115b itself may have
the same concept as the outflow hole 196.
[0088] The outflow channel 190 may be provided to
penetrate the balancer back cover 115 and the back side
of the drum 20 (e.g., the drum backside portion 28, the
centrifugal channel device 140a, and the power transfer
unit 170) so that the internal space 110s of the balancer
and the outside of the drum 20 communicate with each
other. A second outflow opening portion 28b through
which the outflow channel 190 penetrates is formed in
the drum backside portion 28. A third outflow opening
portion 166 through which the outflow channel 190 pen-
etrates is formed in the centrifugal channel device 140a.
A fourth outflow opening portion 176 through which the
outflow channel 190 penetrates is formed in the power
transfer unit 170. Water that flows out from the internal
space 110s of the balancer through the outflow channel
190 sequentially passes through the first outflow opening
portion 115b, the second outflow opening portion 28b,
the third outflow opening portion 166, and the fourth out-
flow opening portion 176.
[0089] Referring to FIG. 5, the outflow hole 196 is dis-
posed in the direction opposite the centrifugal direction
with respect to the inflow hole 146 formed at the point at
which water flows from the inflow channel device 140 to
the internal space of the balancer 110. That is, a height
D from the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20
to the outflow hole 196 is greater than a height C from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 to the
inflow hole 146.
[0090] In this case, the balancer 110 protruded from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 is pro-
vided so that the protrusion height E of the rear end of
the balancer is greater than the height D from the inner
circumferential surface of the drum 20 to the outflow hole
196 and the protrusion height F of the front portion 111b
of the inclined portion 111a is smaller than the height D
from the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 to
the outflow hole 196.
[0091] Furthermore, the protrusion height G of the lat-
eral partition 131 may be smaller than the height C from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 to the
inflow hole 146, and the protrusion height G of the vertical
partition 133 may be smaller than the height C from the
inner circumferential surface of the drum 20 to the inflow
hole 146. The protrusion height G of the lateral partition
131 and the protrusion height G of the vertical partition
133 may be the same.
[0092] FIG. 6 is a dismantled perspective view showing
the state in which the centrifugal channel device 140a,
that is, an embodiment of the inflow channel device 140,
has been dismantled into a front portion 141a and a rear
portion 141b. FIG. 7 is a side cross-sectional view of the
centrifugal channel device 140a of FIG. 6, which has

been vertically cut in the front and rear direction. FIG. 8
is an enlarged sectional view showing the state in which
part of the circumferential channel 142 of the centrifugal
channel device 140a of FIG. 6 has been vertically cut in
the front and rear direction and shown along with a nozzle
180. FIG. 9 is an elevation showing the driving unit sup-
port 39 when looking at the drum 20 at the back of the
drum 20. FIG. 10 is an elevation showing the state in
which the driving unit support 39 has been omitted while
looking at the drum 20 at the back of the drum 20.
[0093] Referring to FIGS. 6 to 10, the centrifugal chan-
nel device 140a, that is, an embodiment of the inflow
channel device 140, is disposed on the back side of the
drum 20 and rotated along with the drum 20. An opening
portion 143 is formed in the centrifugal channel device
140a in the back direction so that water is supplied to the
opening portion 143. The centrifugal channel device
140a guides water, supplied through the opening portion
143, to the internal space 110s of the balancer 110. Fur-
thermore, the washing machine includes the nozzle 180
disposed at the back of the drum and spaced apart from
the drum. The nozzle 180 sprays water toward the open-
ing portion 143.
[0094] The centrifugal channel device 140a is extend-
ed in the circumferential direction of the drum 20. The
centrifugal channel device 140a may have a generally
disc shape or may be a ring shape as in the present
embodiment.
[0095] The opening portion 143 is formed in the cir-
cumferential direction of the drum 20. A plurality of the
opening portions 143 greater than the number of balanc-
ers 110 may be formed in the circumferential direction of
the drum 20 and spaced apart from each other. As in the
present embodiment, however, the number of opening
portions 143 corresponding to the number of balancers
110 may be lengthily formed in the circumference direc-
tion of the drum. The opening portions 143 are lengthily
formed on a concentric circle around the rotation axis X.
Water consecutively sprayed by the nozzle 180 contin-
ues to reach the location at a specific distance from the
rotation axis X. If the opening portions 143 are lengthily
formed on the concentric circle, sprayed water continues
to flow into the inside of the centrifugal channel device
140a although the drum 20 is rotated.
[0096] A plurality of the opening portions 143 corre-
sponding to the number of balancers 110 may be formed
so that they correspond to the respective balancers 110.
An example in which each of the opening portions 143
corresponds to each of the balancers 110 is described
below. It means that any one opening portion 143a is
lengthily formed in the back side of the centrifugal chan-
nel device 140a, corresponding to any one balancer 110a
and an adjacent balancer 110b, in the circumferential
direction in the form of an arc that connects two balancers
110a and 110b. In the present embodiment, three open-
ing portions 143a, 143b, and 143c capable of being sup-
plied with guided water are provided in respective three
balancers 110a, 110b, and 110c. If n (n is a natural
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number) balancers 110 greater than the three balancers
are provided, n opening portions 143 may be provided.
[0097] The centrifugal channel device 140a includes
sandwich units 149 disposed between the plurality of ex-
tension portions 173 and the back side of the drum 20.
In the centrifugal channel device 140a, the sandwich
units 149 are formed in the section in which the plurality
of opening portions 143 has been spaced apart from each
other. The back side of the sandwich unit 149 comes into
contact with the front surface of the extension portion
173, and the front surface of the sandwich unit 149 comes
into contact with the back side of the drum 20. The cen-
trifugal channel device 140a is formed so that the rear
surfaces of the plurality of sandwich units 149 are round-
ed toward the front and engaged with the plurality of ex-
tension portions 173. Furthermore, the back side of the
drum backside portion 28 is rounded toward the front so
that the front surface of the sandwich unit is engaged
with a shape protruded toward the front. Such engaged
shapes help a load, applied to the balancer 110, to be
more delivered to the extension portion 173 of the power
transfer unit 170, thereby improving the stability of the
entire structure.
[0098] The inflow hole 146 is formed in the front surface
of the sandwich unit 149. A centrifugal channel 144 to be
described later, the front channel 145, and the channel
partition 148 are disposed in the sandwich unit 149. Fur-
thermore, the outflow channel 190 is formed to penetrate
the back side of the drum 20, the sandwich unit 149, and
the extension portion 173 so that the internal space 110s
of the balancer communicates with the outside of the
drum 20. The third outflow opening portion 166 through
which the outflow channel 190 penetrates from the front
to the back is formed in the sandwich unit 149.
[0099] The centrifugal channel device 140a forms the
circumferential channel 142. The centrifugal channel de-
vice 140a includes the circumferential channel 142 that
forms the space in which supplied water is received in
the centrifugal direction by a centrifugal force according
to the rotation of the drum 20. The circumferential channel
142 provides a channel through which supplied water
moves in the circumferential direction of the drum 20.
The direction in which water flows on the circumferential
channel 142 may be opposite the direction in which the
centrifugal channel device 140a is rotated.
[0100] The centrifugal channel device 140a form the
centrifugal channel 144. The circumferential channel 142
is disposed in the direction opposite the centrifugal di-
rection with respect to the inflow hole 146. That is, the
distance from the rotation axis X to the location of the
inflow hole 146 is greater than the distance from the ro-
tation axis X to the circumferential channel 142 (i.e., the
radius of the circumferential channel 142). Furthermore,
the centrifugal channel device 140a includes the centrif-
ugal channel 144 extended in the centrifugal direction
from the circumferential channel 142. Accordingly, water
received in the circumferential channel 142 can flow into
the centrifugal channel 144 by the centrifugal force. As

a result, the water can move into the inflow hole 146. The
distance from the rotation axis X to the termination of the
centrifugal channel 144 may be smaller than or equal to
the distance from the rotation axis X to the location of the
inflow hole 146.
[0101] The centrifugal channel device 140a forms the
front channel 145. The centrifugal channel device 140a
may include the front channel 145 extended from the
centrifugal channel 144 to the inflow hole 146. The start
end of the front channel 145 is connected to the termi-
nation of the centrifugal channel 144.
[0102] The centrifugal channel device 140a includes
the channel partition 148 that divides the circumferential
channel 142 into the channels 142a, 142b, and 142c hav-
ing the same number as the balancers 110. The channel
partition 148 induces water, supplied to one channel (i.e.,
one of the channels 142a, 142b, and 142c), to flow into
only a specific balancer (i.e., one of the balancers 110a,
110b, and 110c) when the drum 20 is rotated in a specific
direction. The channel partition 148 divides the circum-
ferential channel 142 into a plurality of channels having
the same number as the plurality of balancers 110a,
110b, and 110c, and induces water, supplied to one of
the plurality of divided channels, to flow into only one of
the plurality of balancers 110a, 110b, and 110c when the
drum 20 is rotated in a specific direction.
[0103] The channel partition 148 may divide the cir-
cumferential channel 142 into the plurality of channels
142a, 142b, and 142c at the same angles as angles at
which the plurality of balancers 110 is placed around the
rotation axis X. The channel partition 148 has a partition
structure that has been extended at the angle. The cen-
trifugal channel 144 may be extended in the centrifugal
direction in the direction in which the channel partition
148 is extended. In this case, the channel partition 148
divides one centrifugal channel 144 into a first centrifugal
channel 1441 and a second centrifugal channel 1442.
Furthermore, the channel partition 148 may be addition-
ally extended along the front channel 145. In this case,
the channel partition 148 divides one front channel 145
into a first front channel 1451 and a second front channel
1452. In this case, the inflow hole 146 is divided into a
first inflow hole 1461 and a second inflow hole 1462 by
the channel partition 148 that intersects the center of the
inflow hole 146. That is, the channel partition 148 may
be extended in the centrifugal direction from the center
of the inflow hole 146, and may divide the inflow hole
146, the front channel 145, the centrifugal channel 144,
and the circumferential channel 142.
[0104] Assuming that a virtual plane on which the chan-
nel partition 148 is disposed is present, the vertical par-
tition 133 may be disposed on the virtual plane. Accord-
ingly, water introduced from any one of the first inflow
hole 1461 and the second inflow hole 1462 to the internal
space 110s of the balancer may be induced to flow into
the space that belongs to the two internal spaces 110s
of the balancer divided by the vertical partition 133 at the
center and that is placed on the same side as the side
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of one inflow hole (i.e., one of the inflow holes 1461 and
1462).
[0105] In the present embodiment, the three channel
partitions 148a, 148b, and 148c are spaced apart from
each other at intervals of 120 degrees. And, the three
channel partitions 148a, 148b, and 148c guide water into
the three balancers 110a, 110b, and 110c, respectively.
And thus, the three channel partitions 148a, 148b, and
148c divide the circumferential channel 142 into the three
spaces 142a, 142b, and 142c. If n (n is a natural number)
balancers 110 greater than the three balancers are pro-
vided, n channel partitions 148 may be provided.
[0106] A lateral cross-section of the circumferential
channel 142 and the opening portion 143 is described in
more detail below with reference to FIG. 8.
[0107] The centrifugal channel device 140a includes
an outside wall 150, that is, a rib having curvature, which
is extended in the circumferential direction of the centrif-
ugal channel device 140a in order to prevent water, in-
troduced through the opening portion 143, from flowing
in the centrifugal direction. When the centrifugal channel
device 140a is rotated, water is subjected to a centrifugal
force, but is contained in the circumferential channel 142
without departing in the centrifugal direction because the
outside wall 150 applies a centripedal force to the water.
[0108] The centrifugal channel device 140a further in-
cludes a guide wall 155 forming a surface that guides
water introduced into the opening portion 143 so that the
water flows in the centrifugal direction. The guiding sur-
face of the guide wall 155 may be formed vertically with
respect to the rotation axis X, but is not necessarily limited
thereto and may be formed at a specific angle. The guide
wall 155 is extended in the circumferential direction of
the centrifugal channel device 140a. Water sprayed by
the nozzle 180 flows into the centrifugal channel device
140a through the opening portion 143 and collides
against the guide wall 155, thereby being guided in the
centrifugal direction.
[0109] The centrifugal channel device 140a may fur-
ther include an inside wall 158 that is formed in the di-
rection opposite the centrifugal direction with respect to
the opening portion 143 and that forms a surface curved
from the guide wall 155 in the back direction. One end
of the inside wall 158 is joined to the guide wall 155, and
the other end of the inside wall 158 is directed toward
the back direction. The side of the inside wall 158 in the
centrifugal direction can function to prevent water that
has collided against the guide wall 155 from scattering
in the direction opposite the centrifugal direction due to
a reason, such as an impact force, thus helping more
water to be guided in the centrifugal direction.
[0110] The outside wall 150 may include a first outside
wall 151 formed in the centrifugal direction with respect
to the opening portion 143. And, a the first outside wall
151 forms a surface curved from the guide wall 155 in
the back direction. One end of the first outside wall 151
is joined to the guide wall 155, and the other end of the
first outside wall 151 is directed toward the back direction.

The side of the first outside wall 151 in the direction op-
posite the centrifugal direction forms the side of the cir-
cumferential channel 142 in the centrifugal direction, and
thus applies a centripedal force to water within the cir-
cumferential channel 142.
[0111] The outside wall 150 may further include a sec-
ond outside wall 152 that form a surface curved from the
first outside wall 151 in the direction opposite the centrif-
ugal direction. One end of the second outside wall 152
is joined to the other end of the first outside wall 151, and
the other end of the second outside wall 152 is directed
toward the direction opposite the centrifugal direction.
The opening portion 143 is formed between the other
end of the second outside wall 152 and the other end of
the inside wall 158. The front side of the second outside
wall 152 forms the side of the circumferential channel
142 in the back direction. Accordingly, more water can
be received in the circumferential channel 142 as the
height of the front side of the second outside wall 152 is
increased.
[0112] The outside wall 150 may further include a third
outside wall 153 that forms a surface curved from the
second outside wall 152 in the direction of the guide wall
155. In this case, the termination of the third outside wall
153 is provided to be spaced apart from the guide wall
155. One end of the third outside wall 153 is joined to the
other end of the second outside wall 152. The other end
of the third outside wall 153 becomes the termination,
and it is directed toward the guide wall 155, but is spaced
apart from the guide wall 155 so that the guide wall 155
forms a gap. The gap becomes the space through which
water moves in the centrifugal direction by the guide wall
155. The third outside wall 153 can prevent water, scat-
tered due to an impact force generated when the water
moved in the centrifugal direction by the guide wall 155
collides against the first outside wall 151 or the second
outside wall 152, from exiting from the circumferential
channel 142.
[0113] Referring to FIG. 8, the washing machine in-
cludes a nozzle passage 185 that guides water sprayed
through the nozzle 180 into the nozzle 180. The termi-
nation of the nozzle passage 185 is connected to the
nozzle 180. The start end of the nozzle passage 185 may
be connected to the water supply passage 43 so that
water from a water supply source (not shown) provided
outside the cabinet 1 is supplied to the nozzle 180 or may
be directly connected to the water supply source. In an-
other embodiment, the start end of the nozzle passage
185 may be connected to the circulation passage so that
washing water within the tub 2 is supplied to the nozzle
180.
[0114] Referring to FIG. 8, the nozzle 180 is disposed
in the back side of the tub 10 and provided so that water
is sprayed toward the back side of the drum 20. Water
sprayed by the nozzle 180 may be set so that the sprayed
water flows into the opening portion 143 by adjusting wa-
ter pressure and spray angle of the sprayed water.
[0115] Referring to FIG. 9, the nozzle 180 may be dis-
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posed in a portion of the back side of the tub 10 other
than a portion occupied by the driving unit support 39.
Accordingly, the nozzle 180 and the nozzle passage 185
can be prevented from interfering with the driving unit
support 39.
[0116] The nozzle 180 may be disposed at a height
lower than the height of the center of the back side of the
drum 20. During the initial time when water flows into the
centrifugal channel device 140a after it is sprayed
through the nozzle 180, a sufficient centrifugal force is
not applied because the water has not been sufficiently
accelerated in the rotation direction of the centrifugal
channel device 140a. If a force component that belongs
to the force component of gravity affecting the water dur-
ing such an initial time and that is applied in the direction
opposite the centrifugal direction is great, water is not
contained in the circumferential channel 142, and more
water may flow out in the direction opposite the centrif-
ugal direction. Accordingly, it may be advantageous to
dispose the nozzle 180 on the lower side so that a force
component in the centrifugal direction that belongs to the
force component of gravity affecting the water during the
initial time is great.
[0117] Accordingly, the nozzle 180 may be disposed
at a location other than the driving unit support 39 and
at a location lower than the height of the center on the
back side of the drum 20. A portion indicated by N in FIG.
9 denotes the location of the nozzle 180 that has been
projected forward. In the present embodiment, the nozzle
180 may be disposed at a location that is distant at an
acute angle "ag" in the direction opposite a specific ro-
tation direction Y with respect to a horizontal line Z that
intersects the rotation axis X on the back side of the drum
20. The acute angle "ag" may be about 20 degrees.
[0118] The nozzle 180 may spray water at an angle
"a" oblique in the centrifugal direction while being directed
toward the opening portion 143. The oblique angle "a"
refers to an angle oblique in the centrifugal direction with
respect to the front direction. Accordingly, if a speed com-
ponent in the centrifugal direction of sprayed water is
increased, the water can be guided more easily in the
centrifugal direction along the guide wall 155.
[0119] A flow of inflow of water into the internal space
110s of the balancer is described below as an example.
[0120] Referring to FIG. 8, water supplied from the wa-
ter supply source is guided into the nozzle 180 along the
nozzle passage 185. The water guided into the nozzle
180 is sprayed toward the centrifugal channel device
140a that is being rotated. The water is supplied to the
centrifugal channel device 140a through any one opening
portion (e.g., 143a) that belongs to the three opening
portions 143a, 143b, and 143c and that is located at the
place at which the sprayed water arrives.
[0121] Referring to FIG. 6, if the drum 20 and the cen-
trifugal channel device 140a are rotated in a specific ro-
tation direction Y, the supplied water is contained in the
corresponding circumferential channel 142a by a centrif-
ugal force. The water contained in the circumferential

channel 142a slides in the direction opposite the specific
rotation direction Y relatively to the circumferential chan-
nel 142a. The moving water collides against a corre-
sponding channel partition 148a. The water that has col-
lided against the channel partition 148a moves in the
centrifugal direction by the centrifugal force through the
first centrifugal channel 1441 that belongs to the two
channels 1441 and 1442 of the centrifugal channel 144a
divided by the channel partition 148a and that commu-
nicates with the circumferential channel 142a. The water
moved in the centrifugal direction moves forward through
the first front channel 1451 that belongs to the two chan-
nels 1451 and 1452 of the front channel 145a divided by
the channel partition 148a and that communicates with
the first centrifugal channel 1441. The forward moved
water flows into a specific balancer 110a through the first
inflow hole 1481 that belongs to the two inflow holes 1481
and 1482 of the inflow hole 148a divided by the channel
partition 148a and that is the termination of the first front
channel 1451.
[0122] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the water that has
introduced into the balancer 110a is first contained in the
space that belongs to the two internal spaces 110s of the
balancer divided by the vertical partition 133 and that is
located on the side in the specific rotation direction Y.
Furthermore, the water is first contained on the back side
of the internal spaces 110s of the balancer by the lateral
partition 131.
[0123] Through such an example, although water is
introduced into another opening portion 143 or the rota-
tion direction of the drum 20 is reversed or the number
of balancers 110 is changed, a detailed inflow of water
can be expected.
[0124] A flow of outflow of water in the internal space
110s of the balancer is described below as an example.
For convenience of a description, the rotation speed of
the drum 20 that provides a sufficient centrifugal force to
the extent that water continues to adhere to the inner
circumferential surface of the drum 20 is defined as "spe-
cific rotation speed."
[0125] Referring to FIG. 5, if the rotation of the drum
20 is the specific rotation speed or more, when a water
level from the inner circumferential surface of the drum
20 of the internal space 110s of the balancer becomes
the height D of the outflow hole, the water starts to flow
out from the internal space 110s of the balancer.
[0126] If the rotation of the drum 20 is less than the
specific rotation speed, the balancer 110 is turned over
so that the balancer top cover 111 is directed downward
as the drum 20 is rotated, and thus the water may flow
out from the internal space 110s of the balancer. In this
case, the inclined portion 111a provides an inclined sur-
face that makes water flow in the direction of the outflow
hole 196 due to gravity, and provides the space where
the water is collected at the front of the outflow hole 196.
[0127] Referring to FIG. 2, the water introduced into
the outflow channel 190 through the outflow hole 196 is
discharged to the space between the drum 20 and the
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tub 10 sequentially through the first outflow opening por-
tion 115b, the second outflow opening portion 28b, the
third outflow opening portion 166, and the fourth outflow
opening portion 176 along the outflow channel 190.
[0128] Referring to FIG. 1, the water discharged to the
space between the drum 20 and the tub 10 is mixed with
washing water within the tub 10 and used to wash laundry
or discharged to the outside of the cabinet 1 via the drain
bellows 53 and the drain passage 57.
[0129] As may be seen from the examples of the flows
of inflow/outflow of water, an embodiment of the present
invention proposes a structure capable of introducing a
specific amount of water into a specific balancer of the
plurality of balancers 110. First, the driving unit 30 meas-
ures the rotation speed of a motor and determines a re-
gion that has become eccentric on the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the drum 20. Thereafter, while the drum
20 is rotated from a specific start angle to a specific end
angle, a specific amount of water may be sprayed through
the nozzle 180 so that the water is introduced into a spe-
cific balancer 110 on the side opposite the side of the
region that has become eccentric. Although the balancer
110 is not accurately disposed on the side, that is, the
exact opposite side of the region that has become ec-
centric, the amount of water can be properly distributed
and introduced into the two balancers 110 adjacent to
each other on the exact opposite side of the region that
has become eccentric. Accordingly, the eccentricity can
be overcome. An embodiment of the present invention
proposes a structure for making advantageous such con-
trol for overcoming eccentricity.
[0130] Although some embodiments of this specifica-
tion have been illustrated and described above, this spec-
ification is not limited to the aforementioned specific em-
bodiments, and a person having ordinary skill in the art
to which this specificaiton pertains may modify the
present invention in various ways without departing from
the gist of the claims. Such modified embodiments should
not be individually interpreted from the technical spirit or
prospect of this specification.

Claims

1. A laundry treatment apparatus, comprising:

a cabinet(1) with a laundry feeding hole(7)
formed therein;
a tub(10) provided within the cabinet(1) for hold-
ing washing water;
a drum(20) installed within the tub(10) for hold-
ing laundry;
a driving unit(30) to rotate the drum(20);
a plurality of balancers(110) each having an in-
ternal space(110s) formed in the balancer(110)
in which water is received , the plurality of bal-
ancers(110) spaced apart from each other on a
circumference of the drum(20); and

an inflow channel device(140) to selectively
guide water from an outside of the drum(20) to
the internal spaces(110s) of the plurality of bal-
ancers(110) when the drum(20) is rotated.

2. The laundry treatment apparatus, wherein:

the laundry feeding hole(7) is formed at a front
of the cabinet(1),
the drum(20) is rotatably installed around a ro-
tation axis(X) which is inclined forward,
the plurality of balancers(110) are provided to
come into contact with an inside back of the
drum(20), and
the inflow channel device(140) guides the water
so that the water flows from a back of the
drum(20) to the internal spaces(110s) of the plu-
rality of balancers(110).

3. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of balancers(110) are spaced apart from
a front end of the drum(20), and the plurality of bal-
ancers are formed in a front and rear direction of the
drum(20).

4. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the plurality of balancers(110) are protruded in a di-
rection opposite the centrifugal direction on an inner
circumferential surface of the drum(20), and each of
the balancers(110) comprises an inclined por-
tion(111a) in which a protrusion height of a rear end
portion of the balancer(110) is greater than a protru-
sion height of other portions of the balancer(110).

5. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of balancers(110) are spaced apart from
each other at intervals of an identical angle around
the rotation axis(X).

6. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, wherein
at least one of the plurality of balancers(110) com-
prises a lateral partition(131) formed in a circumfer-
ential direction of the drum(20) to divide the internal
space(110s) of the balancer(110) front and back and
to have a termination spaced apart from an inside
surface of the internal space(110s) of the balanc-
er(110) in a direction opposite the centrifugal direc-
tion.

7. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 6, wherein
the lateral partition(131) includes a lateral partition
groove(132) formed in a centrifugal direction at the
termination.

8. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, wherein
at least one of the plurality of balancers(110) com-
prises a vertical partition(133) formed in a front and
rear direction of the drum(20) to divide the internal
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space(110s) of the balancer(110) in a circumferen-
tial direction of the drum(20) and to have a termina-
tion spaced apart from an inside surface of the inter-
nal space(110s) of the balancer(110) in a direction
opposite the centrifugal direction.

9. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 8, wherein
the vertical partition(133) includes a vertical partition
groove(134) formed in the centrifugal direction at the
termination.

10. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 8, wherein
the inflow channel device(140) comprises a channel
partition(148) disposed on a plane on which the ver-
tical partition(133) is disposed to divide an inflow
hole(146) formed at a termination of a channel within
the inflow channel device(140).

11. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:
an outflow channel(190) to guide water so that the
water flows out from the internal space(110s) of each
balancer(110).

12. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 2, further
comprising:

an outflow channel(190) to guide water so that
the water flows out from the internal space(110s)
of each balancer(110),
wherein an outflow hole(196) formed at a start
end of the outflow channel(190) is disposed in
a direction opposite the centrifugal direction with
respect to an inflow hole(146) formed at a point
into which water flows from the inflow channel
device(140) to the internal space(110s) of the
balancer(110).

13. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 12, where-
in:

at least one balancer(110) comprises an in-
clined portion(111a) protruded from an inner cir-
cumferential surface of the drum(20) in the di-
rection opposite the centrifugal direction such
that a protrusion height of a rear end portion of
the inclined portion(111a) is greater than a pro-
trusion height of other portions of the balanc-
er(110),
a protrusion height of a rear end of the balanc-
er(110) is greater than a height from the inner
circumferential surface of the drum(20) to the
outflow hole(196), and
a protrusion height of a front portion of the in-
clined portion(111a) is less than a height from
the inner circumferential surface of the drum(20)
to the outflow hole(196).

14. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:

an outflow channel(190) to guide water so that
the water flows out from the internal space(110s)
of each balancer(110), and
wherein water drained through the outflow chan-
nel(190) is discharged to a space between the
drum(20) and the tub(10).

15. The laundry treatment apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising:

an outflow channel(190) to guide water so that
the water flows out from the internal space(110s)
of each balancer(110), and
a power transfer unit(170) fixed to a back side
of the drum(20) to deliver a turning force gener-
ated by the driving unit(30) to the drum(20), and
wherein the driving unit(30) comprises a motor
shaft(36) to deliver a turning force generated by
the driving unit(30) to the power transfer
unit(170), wherein the power transfer unit(170)
comprises a central portion(171) having the mo-
tor shaft(36) mounted thereon and a plurality of
extension portions(173) extended from the cen-
tral portion(171) in a centrifugal direction to-
wards the plurality of balancers(110), respec-
tively, and wherein the inflow channel de-
vice(140) comprises a sandwich unit(149) dis-
posed between the plurality of extension por-
tions(173) and the back side of the drum(20),
and
wherein the outflow channel(190) penetrates
the back side of the drum(20) and the power
transfer unit(170) so that the internal
space(110s) of the balancer communicates with
the outside of the drum(20).
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