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(54) FINGERPRINT CAPTURE DEVICE

(57) The present invention provides a fingerprint cap-
turing device comprising a capacitor sensing module, for
receiving a finger press to generate a reference signal
according to the finger press, wherein the capacitor sens-
ing module comprises a capturing platform and a sensing
electrode; an image sensing module, connected to the
capacitor sensing module, for activating a lighting com-
ponent to emit a light beam after the capacitor sensing
module generates the reference signal, so as to generate
a fingerprint image of the finger. The hybrid fingerprint
capturing device provided by the present invention can
effectively reduce power consumption of fingerprint rec-
ognition device when capturing fingerprint, and have an
advantage of improving more comfortable usage scenar-
ios to users.
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Description

Cross Reference To Related Applications

[0001] The present application is a continuation of in-
ternational application No. PCT/CN2016/101420, filed
on October 1, 2016, of which are incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a fingerprint
capturing device, and more particularly, to a fingerprint
capturing device of capacitor/optic hybrid.

Background

[0003] With the development of technology, mobile
phones, digital cameras, tablet PCs, notebook comput-
ers and other portable electronic devices have become
essential equipments for human life. To effectively avoid
internal data of the personal portable electronic devices
being stolen, all kinds of protection methods are provid-
ed. For example, password verification, voiceprint rec-
ognition or fingerprint recognition and so on, wherein op-
tic fingerprint recognition is widely used. However, since
a light source of a current optic fingerprint sensor has to
stay on, in order to generate fingerprint images on an
image sensing module, high power consumption occurs
for long-time use. In addition, continuously or intermit-
tently lighting of the light source affects sensation of us-
ers.

Summary

[0004] It is therefore a primary objective of the present
invention to provide a fingerprint capturing device of ca-
pacitor/optic hybrid and low power consumption.
[0005] To solve the above mentioned technical prob-
lems, the present invention provides a fingerprint captur-
ing device characterized by comprising a capacitor sens-
ing module, for receiving a finger press to generate a
reference signal according to the finger press, wherein
the capacitor sensing module comprises a capturing plat-
form and a sensing electrode; an image sensing module,
connected to the capacitor sensing module, for activating
a lighting component to emit a light beam after the ca-
pacitor sensing module generates the reference signal,
so as to generate a fingerprint image of the finger.
[0006] Preferably, the reference signal is generated
when the sensing electrode receives the finger press and
generates a capacitance variation.
[0007] Preferably, the fingerprint capturing device fur-
ther comprises a reflective module, for directing the light
beam from the lighting component to the image sensing
module, to generate the fingerprint image.
[0008] Preferably, the reflective module comprises a
prism and a condenser component.

[0009] Preferably, the reflective module comprises a
plurality of reflective mirrors.
[0010] Preferably, when the reflective module consists
of the prism and the condenser component, the light
beam passes through the prism and is reflected by the
condenser component to generate the fingerprint image
on the image sensing module.
[0011] Preferably, when the reflective module consists
of the plurality of reflective mirrors, a first reflective mirror
of the plurality of reflective mirrors respectively exists an
angle smaller than 90 degrees with the capturing platform
and the sensing electrode, such that the light beam pass-
es through the first reflective mirror and a second reflec-
tive mirror of the plurality of reflective mirrors to generate
the fingerprint image on the image sensing module.
[0012] Preferably, the capturing platform is a glass.
[0013] Preferably, the sensing electrode is one of a
transparent conductive film, a double-sided flexible print-
ed circuit board, or a printed circuit board.
[0014] These and other objectives of the present in-
vention will no doubt become obvious to those of ordinary
skill in the art after reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of the preferred embodiment that is illustrated in the
various figures and drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a fingerprint cap-
turing device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of another fingerprint
capturing device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Detailed Description

[0016] In order to make the objects, technical solutions
and advantages of the present invention become more
apparent, the following relies on the accompanying draw-
ings and embodiments to describe the present invention
in further detail. It should be understood that the specific
embodiments described herein are only for explaining
the present invention and are not intended to limit the
present invention.
[0017] Please refer to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a schematic
diagram of a fingerprint capturing device 10 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The fingerprint
capturing device 10 includes a capacitor sensing module
102, an image sensing module 104, a lighting component
106 and a reflective module 108. The capacitor sensing
module 102 is utilized for capturing a fingerprint and gen-
erating a reference signal S, which includes a capturing
platform 110 and a sensing electrode 112. The capturing
platform 110 is a place to receive a finger press, the sens-
ing electrode 112 generates the reference signal S when
a capacitance variation is satisfied according to the finger
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press; for example, when an user’s finger presses the
capturing platform 110 (e.g. a glass surface or an acrylic
sheet), the sensing electrode 112, e.g. Indium Tin Oxide
(ITO) or other transparent conductive film and so on, gen-
erates the reference signal S, when a capacitance vari-
ation is satisfied according to the finger press. The image
sensing module 104 connects to the sensing electrode
112 of the capacitor sensing module 102. After the image
sensing module 104 receives the reference signal S from
the sensing electrode 112, the image sensing module
104 activates the lighting component 106 to emit a light
beam and generates fingerprint image of the finger. And
the reflective module 108 directs the light beam from the
lighting component 106 to the image sensing module
104, such that the fingerprint image is generated on the
image sensing module 104 . Therefore, the fingerprint
capturing device of the present invention does not need
to activate the lighting component all the time, while uti-
lizing the capacitor sensing module to activate the lighting
component, to effectively reduce power consumption
and provide more comfortable scenarios for the user.
[0018] In detail, in an embodiment, the reflective mod-
ule 108 of the fingerprint capturing device 10 includes a
prism 114 and a condenser component 116, wherein the
prism 114 is utilized for passing the light beam from the
lighting component 106, and reflecting finger ridges and
finger valleys of the finger, which presses on the captur-
ing platform 110, and by the condenser component 116,
e.g. a convex lens, the fingerprint image is generated on
the image sensing module 104. More specifically, when
the finger presses on the capturing platform 110 (e.g. the
glass surface or the acrylic sheet), such that the sensing
electrode 112 (e.g. the transparent conductive film) sat-
isfies the capacitance variation, the sensing electrode
112 generates the reference signal S. Then, when the
image sensing module 104 receives the reference signal
S, which satisfies the capacitance variation, the image
sensing module 104 activates the light beam of the light-
ing component 106 to pass through the prism 114 and
the condenser component 116 to reflect and focus, such
that the image sensing module 104 generates the finger-
print image. Therefore, by the finger pressing the capac-
itor sensing module to activate the lighting component,
the lighting component does not need to keep glowing
all the time or intermittently emit lights, which saves the
power consumption of the fingerprint capturing device
and improves usage conveniences of the user.
[0019] In another embodiment, please refer to FIG. 2.
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of another fingerprint cap-
turing device 20 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. The fingerprint capturing device 20 is
derived from the fingerprint capturing device 10 of FIG.
1, and the fingerprint capturing device 20 includes a ca-
pacitor sensing module 202, an image sensing module
204, a lighting component 206 and a reflective module
208, wherein the capacitor sensing module 202 includes
a capturing platform 210 and a sensing electrode 212.
The capturing platform 210 is utilized for receiving a finger

press. The sensing electrode 212 generates a reference
signal S when a capacitance variation is satisfied accord-
ing to the finger press, which may be, for example, Flex-
ible Print Circuit (FPC), Printed Circuit Board (PCB) or
other non-transparent conductive film and so on. The dif-
ference between the fingerprint capturing device 20 and
the fingerprint capturing device 10 is that the reflective
module 208 consists of the reflective mirrors 214 and
216, and in this example, the reflective mirror 214 re-
spectively exists an angle A smaller than 90 with the cap-
turing platform 210 and the sensing electrode 212, and
position where the reflective mirror 216 locates is approx-
imately parallel to the reflective mirror 214. However, po-
sitions, where the reflective mirrors 214 and 216 locate,
change with position of the image sensing module 204,
but not limited herein. That is, as long as the image of
the fingerprint is generated on the image sensing module
20 after being reflected by the reflective mirrors 214 and
216, such technique belongs to the scope of the present
invention. More specifically, after the finger presses the
capturing platform 210 (e.g. the glass surface or the acryl-
ic sheet), and causes the sensing electrode 212 (e.g. the
printed circuit board) to satisfy the capacitance variation,
the reference signal S is generated. Then, after the image
sensing module 204 receives the reference signal S,
which satisfies the capacitance variation, the image
sensing module 204 activates the light beam of the light-
ing component 206 to be reflected by the reflective mirror
214 and the reflective mirror 216, so as to generate the
fingerprint ridges and fingerprint valleys of the fingerprint
image on the image sensing module 204. In addition,
compared to the fingerprint capturing device 10, the fin-
gerprint capturing device 20 does not need to reflect the
image of the fingerprint by the prism on the image sensing
module 204, which can substantially reduce the volume
of the device and be applied to mobile handy devices.
Therefore, using the capacitance variation of the sensing
electrode caused by the finger press to activate the light-
ing component, the lighting component does not need to
keep glowing all the time or intermittently emit lights,
which saves the power consumption of the fingerprint
capturing device and improves usage conveniences of
the user.
[0020] Notably, the embodiments stated in the above
are utilized for illustrating the concept of the present in-
vention. Those skilled in the art may make modifications
and alterations accordingly, and not limited herein. For
example, the positions and ways for placing the reflective
mirrors may be varied according to different usage sce-
narios, and the capacitance variation of the sensing elec-
trode caused by the finger press to generate the refer-
ence signal can be changed according to statistics of
experimental data, computational random or artificial set-
tings, which are not limited herein, and all belong to the
scope of the present invention.
[0021] In summary, the present invention provides a
capacitor/optic hybrid fingerprint detection device, such
that the fingerprint capturing device does not need to
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keep the lighting component glowing all the time or inter-
mittently emitting lights, and only needs to keep the light-
ing component on when necessary to capture the finger-
print, to achieve the advantages of low power consump-
tion and improve comfort of the users.
[0022] Those skilled in the art will readily observe that
numerous modifications and alterations of the device and
method may be made while retaining the teachings of
the invention. Accordingly, the above disclosure should
be construed as limited only by the metes and bounds
of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A fingerprint capturing device, characterized by
comprising:

a capacitor sensing module, comprising:

a capturing platform, for receiving a finger
press; and
a sensing electrode, for generating a refer-
ence signal according to the finger press;
and

an image sensing module, connected to the
sensing electrode, for activating a lighting com-
ponent to emit a light beam after the sensing
electrode generates the reference signal, so as
to generate a fingerprint image of the finger.

2. The fingerprint capturing device of claim 1, charac-
terized in that, the reference signal is generated
when the sensing electrode receives the finger press
and generates a capacitance variation.

3. The fingerprint capturing device of claims 1 or 2,
characterized by further comprising:
a reflective module, for directing the light beam from
the lighting component to the image sensing module,
to generate the fingerprint image.

4. The fingerprint capturing device of claim 3, charac-
terized in that, the reflective module comprises a
prism and a condenser component.

5. The fingerprint capturing device of claim 3, charac-
terized in that, the reflective module comprises a
plurality of reflective mirrors.

6. The fingerprint capturing device of claim 4, charac-
terized in that, when the reflective module consists
of the prism and the condenser component, the light
beam passes through the prism and is reflected by
the condenser component to generate the fingerprint
image on the image sensing module.

7. The fingerprint capturing device of claim 5, charac-
terized in that, when the reflective module consists
of the plurality of reflective mirrors, a first reflective
mirror of the plurality of reflective mirrors respectively
exists an angle smaller than 90 degrees with the cap-
turing platform and the sensing electrode, such that
the light beam passes through the first reflective mir-
ror and a second reflective mirror of the plurality of
reflective mirrors to generate the fingerprint image
on the image sensing module.

8. The fingerprint capturing device of any of claims 1-7,
characterized in that, the capturing platform is a
glass.

9. The fingerprint capturing device of any of claims 1-7,
characterized in that, the sensing electrode is one
of a transparent conductive film, a double-sided flex-
ible printed circuit board, or a printed circuit board.
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