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(54) A SURGICAL CUTTING INSTRUMENT

(57) A surgical cutting instrument (1) having a prox-
imal end (4), a distal end (5), opposing sides (6,7), and
a longitudinal axis (8) and comprising:
an instrument body (2);
a pivotal cutting arm (10) having a pinion (20) with an
axis of rotation, the pinion (20) being integrally formed
with the pivotal cutting arm (10), wherein the pivotal cut-
ting arm (10) is mounted for rotation relative to the instru-
ment body (2) about a pivot axis (11), the pivot axis (11)
being the axis of rotation of the pinion (20), so that, rota-
tion of the pinion (20) about the pivot axis (11) causes
the pivot arm (10) to pivot relative to the instrument body
(2);

a cutting blade (40) on the pivotal cutting arm (10) for
resecting tissue;
a rack (25) that can be moved in a reciprocating linear
motion forward towards the distal end (5) and rearwards
toward the proximal end (4), the rack (25) and the pinion
(20) being meshed together to forming a rack and pinion
mechanism so that linear motion of the rack (25) effects
pivotal movement of the pivotal cutting arm (10) about
the pivot axis (11).

This provides a very simple yet robust device which
can have a minimum cross-section. It can thus be used
for minimally invasive procedures such as cutting mate-
rial from the interior of a spinal disc.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to surgical cutting
instruments.

Background to the Invention

[0002] Surgical cutting instruments are well known.
Specific surgical cutting instruments are configured for
use in specific medical applications/procedures.
[0003] Surgical instruments need to be robust. They
often experience considerable forces in use. On the other
hand, the trend in surgery is towards minimally invasive
methods. It is difficult to balance these requirements be-
cause reduction in size of surgical instruments reduces
the strength of the instrument.
[0004] For example, in the case of a surgical cutting
instrument that is for use in performing cuts in a spinal
disc, it is desirable to have an instrument of a minimum
cross sectional area as this has a requirement for a lesser
invasive or disruptive access.
[0005] International Patent Publication No. WO
02/096306 describes a tool for cutting tissue within a spi-
nal disc which has a mechanism for rotating a cutting
arm relative to the instrument body. It has a relatively
complex linkage mechanism for rotating the cutting arm.
The cutting action in this device has significant alternating
forces and speeds of the movement with peaks forces
at the end and beginning of the cutting movement. This
is undesirable.
[0006] Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is desirable to
provide an alternative surgical cutting instrument that is
robust, reliable in use, and can be constructed with a
relatively small cross sectional area which allows it to be
used in surgical applications with minimal invasiveness.

Summary of the Invention

[0007] In one aspect, the present invention provides a
surgical cutting instrument having a proximal end, a distal
end, opposing sides, and a longitudinal axis and com-
prising:

(i) an instrument body;
(ii) a pivotal cutting arm having a pinion with an axis
of rotation, the pinion being integrally formed with
the pivotal cutting arm, wherein the pivotal cutting
arm is mounted for rotation relative to the instrument
body about a pivot axis, the pivot axis being the axis
of rotation of the pinion, so that, rotation of the pinion
about the pivot axis, causes the pivot arm to pivot
relative to the instrument body;
(iii) a cutting blade on the pivotal cutting arm for re-
secting tissue;
(iv) a rack that can be moved in a reciprocating linear
motion forward towards the distal end and rearwards

toward the proximal end, the rack and the pinion be-
ing meshed together to forming a rack and pinion
mechanism so that linear motion of the rack effects
pivotal movement of the pivotal cutting arm about
the pivot axis.

[0008] A surgical instrument of the invention can cir-
cumferentially resect target areas such as within a disc
space of a spinal disc.
[0009] A surgical cutting instrument of the invention
can be made with a relatively low profile, for example the
instrument body (at least that part of the instrument body
that is for insertion into a subject) and the cutting arm
desirably have a profile with a cross sectional area with
a diameter no greater than about 7 mm.
[0010] These are small dimensions allowing for mini-
mum invasiveness. Yet the surgical cutting instrument of
the present invention is very robust and can withstand
the relatively high forces experienced.
[0011] The surgical cutting instrument of the present
invention allows for linear and/or constant force trans-
mission from a user to the cutting arm. This is important
for control and safety and effectiveness of the cutting
action.
[0012] The rack and pinion mechanism is a mechanism
for pivoting the cutting blade, which is desirably a u-
shaped blade, relative to the instrument body. The rack
is a toothed rack. The teeth of the pinion and those of
the rack mesh with each other.
[0013] The axis of rotation is desirably located inter-
mediate the proximal end and the distal end.
[0014] Desirably the cutting arm is pivotally mounted
on a support which has a forward support portion which
extends forwardly towards the distal end and a rearward
support portion which extends rearwardly toward the
proximal end. The support can be used for location of
the device correctly at a target site. Also, it can provide
a surface against which the cutting action can be affected,
for example by preventing movement of tissue pressed
against it by the cutting arm. In this respect it can form
an anvil type form. Indeed because the blade rotates
through an angular range of movement it is desirable that
both the forward support surface and the rearward sup-
port surface take the form on an anvil. This means an
anvil is available when the cutting arm is cutting by ro-
tating in two opposing directions about its axis of rotation.
[0015] The axis of rotation is desirably located inter-
mediate the proximal end and the distal end and above
the support.
[0016] The pinion takes the form of a sector of a gear
wheel.
[0017] Desirably together the support surface and the
cutting arm desirably have a profile with a cross sectional
area with a diameter no greater than about 7 mm. As the
cutting arm can moved, it will be appreciated that refer-
ences to the cross-sectional area including the cutting
arm refers to a position of the cutting arm which gives
the minimum cross sectional area.
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[0018] The support may have a channel defined there-
in and desirably the rack can be moved in a reciprocating
linear motion forward towards the distal end and rear-
wards toward the proximal end within the channel. Add-
ing the channel within the support, and having the cutting
arm mounted on the support, allows for ease of meshing
of the pinion on the cutting arm with the rack. This is also
a very mechanically robust arrangement.
[0019] The push and pull movement which results from
the provision of the rack and pinion mechanism results
in an equal cutting ability in different orientations and also
allows for cutting by rotation in two opposing directions.
For example a first cut may be made by moving the arm
from a first position to a second position using the rack
and pinion mechanism. Then, a second cut can be made
by moving the arm from the second position back towards
a first position. Optionally the device can be turned
through 180 degrees between the first and second cut
thus allowing a continuous block to be cut out by circum-
ferential cutting.
[0020] The pivotal cutting arm may be pivotally mount-
ed to the instrument between two brackets located on
opposing sides of the instrument. For example where the
support has a channel defined therein suitably the brack-
ets are on opposite sides of the channel. Optionally the
rack can be moved in a reciprocating linear motion for-
ward towards the distal end and rearwards toward the
proximal end within the channel.
[0021] Again this is a simple robust arrangement which
allows a strong device to be formed yet which has a min-
imum cross sectional profile.
[0022] A surgical cutting instrument of the invention
may optionally further comprise a worm screw that mesh-
es with the rack so as to form a worm drive that effects
movement of the rack. Again this is a very simple yet
strong construction.
[0023] The worm screw is at the end of a rotatable shaft
and is optionally integrally formed with the rotatable shaft.
Rotation of the rotatable shaft will effect rotation of the
worm screw. Such mechanism can be provided with a
profile that has a relatively small diameter in cross-sec-
tional area.
[0024] Desirably the rearward support portion has an
opening on an upper surface thereof and the rack extends
into the rearward support portion. Optionally the worm
drive extends into the rearward support portion too.
[0025] There is thus a cutting head on the instrument
body at the distal end of the instrument.
[0026] The cutting blade may be an annular blade (with
an open centre) and is desirably elongate with a major
axis and a minor axis. The blade may extend about the
perimeter of the annular blade.
[0027] The cutting arm is a rigid arm. Instrument for
performing a circular cut in spinal disc tissue with the
main purpose of preparing the inner space of a spinal
disc during a total nucleus removal (TNR) as part of a
nucleus replacement procedure. The surgical cutting in-
strument of the invention allows for ease of making a

predictable cut in tissue. For example, it can be used to
prepare the inner portion (nucleus) of a disc in a predi-
cable manner by conducting a circular cut through the
nucleus and annulus thus resecting a predefined shape
and volume.
[0028] The surgical cutting instrument of the invention
does not remove the material. It makes a cut. The cut
material cut then be removed with another instrument for
example a rongeurs. In the case of a spinal disc the over-
all result is a geometrical void in the inner disc. For safety
reasons and optimal fitting implant spinal disc interface
regular predictable cutting of a predefined shape is a de-
sired result.
[0029] A surgical cutting instrument of the invention
can be made with a relatively low profile, for example the
instrument body (at least that part of the instrument body
that is for insertion into a subject) and the cutting arm
desirably have a profile with a cross sectional area with
a diameter no greater than about 7 mm.
[0030] If at least part of the instrument body is consid-
ered to be a shaft then the diameter of the shaft and the
cutting head can be the same, preferably less than 7 mm.
[0031] A locating mechanism may be provided for re-
leasably locating the device in place, when in use during
surgery, relative to the anatomical part on which it is being
used.
[0032] The cutting blade may be a u-shaped blade hav-
ing two sides joined by a bridging portion and the bridging
portion allows relative movement of the sides so that the
shape of the blade is adjustable. This means blocks of
tissue can be cut out to different shapes.
[0033] Any blade may be made of flexible material
(metal, plastic, ceramics, composite or combination
thereof) allowing change of form and orientation of blade
for adaptation to individual anatomy for example anatomy
such as the concave endplates of a spinal disc.
[0034] A blade may have a hinge, for example a live
hinge, to allow change of shape of the blade. For example
a blade may have two parts hinged together to allowing
for change of shape of the blade.
[0035] A guide forming a visual aid may be employed
to ensure that the surgical cutting instrument of the
present invention is correctly aligned relative to the target
site, for example parallel to the endplates of a spinal disc
rather than being arranged at an offset angle thereto. It
will be appreciated that if a device is offset from its correct
orientation it may not make the desired cut or may cut
into tissue which it is not desired to cut. For example a
spirit level type arrangement or an electronic indicator
may be used.
[0036] A surgical cutting instrument of the present in-
vention may include a protection runner that moves with
the cutting arm, so that in use it spaces the cutting blade
away from any surface the protection runner runs across.
For example it may prevent the blade from cutting into
cartilage or bone within a spinal disc. A protection runner
may be provided on one but desirably each opposing
outer sides of the cutting blade so that the blade is held

3 4 



EP 3 357 437 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

away from a surface. The protection runner may be a
protrusion e.g. a rounded protrusion protruding from an
outer side of the blade. It may be integrally formed with
a blade. A protection runner will not extend up to the
cutting edge of the blade but rather is spaced (to follow)
a distance from a cutting edge. In the case of a two-sided
or double action blade the protection runner(s) is desir-
ably spaced from both cutting edges for example equi-
distant from each and centred between them.
[0037] A surgical cutting instrument of the invention
may include a releasably attachable surgical instrument
head so that a first surgical instrument head can be
swapped for another on the instrument body. This allows
for interchange of identical surgical instrument head, for
example to avoid contamination between repeated use,
and also to allow different head to be used. For example
different cutting arms and/or a different blades may be
desired for different target sites.
[0038] Desirably the first releasably attachable surgi-
cal instrument head comprises:

(i) the pivotal cutting arm;
(ii) the pinion; and
(iii) the cutting blade.

[0039] Optionally the first releasably attachable surgi-
cal instrument head further includes the rack.
[0040] Optionally the first releasably attachable surgi-
cal instrument head further includes the worm screw.
[0041] Upon attaching the releasably attachable sur-
gical instrument head to the instrument body the surgical
instrument head and the instrument body automatically
engage with each other. For example a bayonet type
fitting may be used for a click on mechanism for the pur-
poses of engaging the two parts.
[0042] Where the releasably attachable surgical instru-
ment head includes the rack it is desirable that the rack
automatically engages with the remainder of the instru-
ment body so as be moveable.
[0043] Where the releasably attachable surgical instru-
ment head includes the worm screw it is desirable that it
is already interengaged with the rack. The worm screw
then automatically engages with a shaft that rotates it.
[0044] The surgical instrument body is thus reusable
whereas the releasably attachable surgical instrument
head may be only used once.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0045] Embodiments of the invention will be described,
by way of example only, with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view from one side of a
surgical cutting instrument of the invention with a cut-
ting arm in a pivoted position relative to a longitudinal
axis of the surgical cutting instrument;
Figure 2 is an image showing a partial perspective

view from one side of a surgical cutting instrument
of the type shown in Figure 1 with a cutting arm
pivoted approximately 180 degrees relative to the
position shown in Figure 5;
Figure 3 shows an enlarged partial perspective view
from one side of a releasably attachable surgical in-
strument head of the surgical cutting instrument of
the type shown in Figure 1 with a cutting arm pivoted
at a small angle similar to the position shown in Fig-
ure 1;
Figure 4 shows an enlarged partial perspective view
from one side of a surgical cutting instrument of the
type shown in Figure 1 with a cutting arm pivoted at
a larger angle relative to the position shown in Figure
1;
Figure 5 shows an enlarged partial perspective view
from one side of a releasably attachable surgical in-
strument head of a surgical cutting instrument of the
type shown in Figure 1 with a cutting arm pivoted at
approximately 180 degrees relative to the position
shown in Figure 1;
Figure 6 shows an enlarged partial sectional view
of a surgical cutting instrument of the type shown in
Figure 1 showing a worm screw forming part of a
worm drive mechanism;
Figure 7 shows an enlarged partial perspective view
of a distal end of a surgical cutting instrument of the
type shown in Figure 1 with the device turned
through 90 degrees;
Figure 8 is an end plan view of a distal end of a
surgical cutting instrument of the type shown in Fig-
ure 1 with the device in the same orientation as Fig-
ure 7;
Figures 9(A) to 9(D) show schematic representa-
tions of various configurations of a u-shaped blade
having two sides joined by a bridging portion and the
bridging portion allows relative movement of the
sides so that the shape of the blade is adjustable;
Figure 10 is a schematic and partial sectional view
of a part of a device of the invention showing a lo-
cating mechanism in a deployed or anchoring posi-
tion;
Figure 11 is a schematic and partial sectional view
of a part of the of Figure 10 showing retraction of the
locating mechanism; and
Figure 12 is an exploded side view of a releasably
attachable surgical instrument head of a surgical cut-
ting instrument of the type shown in Figure 1. It is
noted that the drawings are shown in different scales
in different figures.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[0046] As shown in Figures 1 to 12, the present in-
vention provides a surgical cutting instrument 1 having
an instrument body 2 which, as is desirable in all embod-
iments, is an elongate hollow body or tube 3. The surgical
instrument body 2 has a proximal end 4 which is typically
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held by a user, and a distal end 5, which is for insertion
into a subject for cutting/resection of tissue. The surgical
instrument body 2 has opposing sides, which, from the
perspective of a user looking from the proximal end to-
wards the distal end takes the form of a right side 6 and
a left side 7. The surgical instrument body 2 has a longi-
tudinal axis 8. All surgical instruments of the invention
will be elongate in the orientation in which they are for
insertion into a subject.
[0047] A pivotal cutting arm 10 is mounted for rotation
relative to the instrument body 2 about a pivot axis 11.
The pivot axis 11 is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
8 of the surgical instrument body 2.
[0048] The cutting arm 10 has a u-shaped blade 40
thereon. The u-shaped blade 40 has two sides, a right
side 41 and a left side 42 which are joined by a bridging
portion 43. The blade 40 is flexible and can be bent into
various different shapes and in particular shaped for the
cutting task in hand. Some exemplary shapes are shown
in Figures 9(A) to 9(D). For example the bridging portion
43 can act a (live) hinge (see the circled part of the blade
in Figure 9(B)) allowing movement of the sides so that
the shape of the blade is adjustable.
[0049] The blade 40 can have cutting edges on both
an upper periphery 44 and a lower periphery 45 thereof
as best seen in Figure 3. It can thus cut when being
moved in opposing rotational directions for example in
the direction of Arrow B or the direction of Arrow C (see
Figure 4).
[0050] The cutting arm 10 is pivotally mounted on a
support 50 which has a forward support portion 51 which
extends forwardly (relative to the pivot position of the
cutting arm 10) towards the distal end 5 and a rearward
support portion 52 which extends rearwardly (relative to
the pivot position of the cutting arm 10) toward the prox-
imal end 4. In this respect the support 50, and in particular
each of the support portions 51 and 52 have an anvil type
form where cutting of tissue can be effected by the blade
cutting through tissue that is prevented from moving
away from the device by the support portions 51 and 52.
Because the blade 40 rotates through an angular range
of movement it is desirable that both the forward support
surface 51 and the rearward support surface 52 take the
form on an anvil. This means an anvil is available when
the cutting arm is cutting by rotating in two opposing di-
rections about its axis of rotation. There is then blade
against anvil action available in one or both directions to
assist with cutting of tissue.
[0051] When the cutting arm 10 is abutting the support
50 (see the position in Figure 2 and the position in Figure
5) the cutting arm 10 together with the support 50 together
have a profile which is no greater in cross-sectional area
than the surgical instrument body 2. The surgical instru-
ment body 2 and the cutting arm 10 each desirably have
a profile with a cross sectional area with a diameter no
greater than about 7 mm. These are small dimensions
allowing for minimum invasiveness. Yet the surgical cut-
ting instrument of the present invention is very robust and

can withstand the relatively high forces experienced.
[0052] The pivotal cutting arm 10 is pivotally mounted
to the instrument 1, and in particular the support 50 be-
tween two brackets 60,61 located on the support 50 and
on opposing sides 6,7 of the instrument 1. In particular
the brackets 60,61 are on opposite sides of the channel
55.
[0053] The surgical cutting instrument 1 has a grip por-
tion 15 and a rotatable knob 16. The surgical instrument
body 2 desirably has a profile with a cross sectional area
with a diameter no greater than about 7 mm for that por-
tion of the device that will be inserted into a subject. In
the present case the grip 15 is to be held by a user and
that part of the device remains outside a subject when in
use. Accordingly the grip can have a profile with a cross
sectional area that is much greater than 7 mm.
[0054] The rotatable knob 16 is rotatable about the lon-
gitudinal axis 8 and it can be rotated clockwise and an-
ticlockwise (as indicated by double-headed arrow A) to
move the pivotal cutting arm 10 between the position
shown in Figure 2 and the position shown in Figure 5
(and indeed to the other intermediate position shown in
Figures 3, 4, 7 and 8). In use, a user rotating the knob
16 effects movement of the cutting arm 10, and can there-
fore resect tissue in a controlled manner. Again the knob
can have a profile with a cross sectional area that is much
greater than 7 mm.
[0055] A pinion 20 is integrally formed with the pivotal
cutting arm 10. In the embodiment the pinion 20 has teeth
21 which extend sufficiently about one end of the arm 10
to allow the range of motion shown. As best seen from
Figure 12 the pinion is about two thirds of a complete
pinion gear. It takes the form of a sector of a complete
gear wheel.
[0056] A rack 25 with rack teeth 26 can be moved in a
reciprocal linear motion forward towards the distal end 5
and rearwards toward the proximal end 6. The reciprocal
linear motion is parallel to the longitudinal axis case of
the instrument body 2. The rack teeth 26 of the rack 25,
mesh with the pinion teeth 21 of the pinion 20. Accord-
ingly the rack 25 and the pinion 20 thus mesh together
to form a rack and pinion mechanism so that linear motion
of the rack 25 effects pivotal movement of the pinion 20
and as it is a portion of the pivotal cutting arm 10 it effects
pivotal movement of cutting arm 10 about the pivot axis
11. Rotation of the pinion 20 about the pivot axis 11,
causes the pivot arm 10 to pivot relative to the instrument
body 2.
[0057] The support 50 has an open top channel 55
defined therein. The rack 25 is located within the channel
25 and can be moved in a reciprocating linear motion
forward towards the distal end 5 and rearwards toward
the proximal end 4 within the channel 55. In the position
of Figure 2 the cutting arm 10 has been rotated rear-
wardly to abut the rearward support portion 52. In the
position of Figure 5 the cutting arm 10 has been rotated
forwardly to abut the forward support portion 51. In other
figures it is in a position intermediate those two positions.
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[0058] As best seen from Figure 6 a worm screw 30
with (helical) worm screw teeth 31 effects reciprocal back
and forth movement of the rack 25. A rotatable shaft 35
is provided which is freely rotatable within the hollow body
3. A proximal end of the shaft 35 is connected to the
rotatable knob 16 so that rotation of the knob 16 rotates
the rotatable shaft 35. The worm screw 30 is provided
on a distal end of the rotatable shaft 35 so that rotation
of the shaft by the knob 16 is transmitted to the worm
screw teeth and in turn to the rack 25. The rack 25 then
moves back or forth depending on the direction of rotation
of the knob 16 and in turn rotates the pinion 20 and thus
the cutting arm 10. The worm screw 30 thus meshes with
the rack 25 so as to form a worm drive that effects move-
ment of the rack 25.
[0059] The support portion 50 ends at the distal end 5
in a nose 58 which does not move with the cutting arm
10. Accordingly the nose 58 can be used to locate the
surgical cutting instrument 1 of the invention by placing
it in contact with a locating site within a body. For exam-
ple, it could be pressed against the inside of a spinal disc
and kept in this position while the cutting arm 10 is op-
erated to cut through material within the spinal disc.
[0060] Figures 7 and 8 show the device of Figures 1
to 6 but this time rotated through 90 degrees about the
longitudinal axis 8. By sweeping through the full pivotal
range of movement of the cutting arm 10, and due to its
shape the cutting blade 40 cuts out an ellipsoid like shape
as indicated by the shape shown by broken lines which
outline sections 46. It will be appreciated that other
shapes of cutting arm/blades will cut out different shapes.
It will be appreciated also that because of the u-shaped
nature of the blade, the cutting arm cuts through and
creates a block of cut-away material. The block of cut-
away material can be removed by another surgical in-
strument such as a rongeur.
[0061] Figures 7, 8, 10 and 11 show a locating mech-
anism 70 for releasably locating the surgical cutting in-
strument 1 in place, when in use during surgery, relative
to the anatomical part on which it is being used. For the
purposes of illustration in this embodiment the support
50 is not shown in Figures 8 and 9. Also the blade 40 is
shown without the protection runners 65, 66 in Figures
8 and 9.
[0062] Retractable locating pins 71,72 are provided
and like the nose 58, can be placed in contact with a
locating site within a body. They are placed in contact
with a locating site within a body when they are in their
working (non-retracted position). For example, the pins
can be respectively located against upper and lower parts
of the inside of a spinal disc (while the nose 58 is located
against an internal side of the spinal disc,) and kept in
this position while the cutting arm 10 is operated to cut
through material within the spinal disc. When the surgical
cutting instrument 1 is in use the pins can be extended
for the purposes of securing the device in place. At times
when the locating pins are not required they can be re-
tracted. To maintain a low profile of a surgical cutting

instrument of the invention it is desirable that the location
mechanism, at least when in a retracted position, has a
profile no greater than at least that part of the instrument
body that is for insertion into a subject.
[0063] The location mechanism includes a retracting
mechanism. As is best seen in Figures 10 and 11 the
pins 71,72 are located on resiliently deformable arms 76
and 77. For example the arms 76, 77 may be from a
shape memory material. The arms can be brought to-
gether by sliding a slidable tube 78 along the arms to
squeeze them together. To release them to the working
or locating position this action is reversed. Movement of
the slidable tube 78 can be effected from the grip 15.
[0064] For purposes of locating the surgical cutting in-
strument 1 of the present invention correctly at a target
site, the surgical cutting instrument 1, for example the
instrument body 2 thereof, can be provided with locating
or indexing marks 74 (see Figure 7) to assist in correct
positioning. These indexing marks can be of a type visible
to the naked eye and/or visible using imaging techniques
such as fluoroscopy.
[0065] A surgical cutting instrument of the invention
optionally further comprising a protection runner that
moves with the cutting arm 10, so that in use it spaces
the cutting blade 40 away from any surface the protection
runner runs across. As best seen from
[0066] Figure 5 protection runners 65, 66 are provided
on opposing outer sides of the cutting blade 40 so that
the blade 40 is held away from a surface. The protection
runners take the form of protrusions, in particular rounded
protrusion protruding from an outer side of the blade.
They are integrally formed with the blade. The protection
runners 65,66 do not extend up to the cutting peripheral
edges 43,44 of the blade 40 but rather are spaced to
follow a distance from each cutting edge. Each protection
runner 65,66 is spaced from both cutting edges and is
equidistant from each and centred between them.
[0067] It is desirable that a surgical cutting instrument
1 of the present invention has a releasably attachable
surgical instrument head 14 so that a first surgical instru-
ment head can be swapped for another on the instrument
body. For example the heads may be the same and they
are swapped for the purposes of preventing cross con-
tamination between uses. Alternatively, the heads may
have different cutting arms and/or different cutting blades
for different resection at different target sites. In the em-
bodiments shown, the releasably attachable surgical in-
strument head 14 includes the pivotal cutting arm 10
which includes the pinion 20 and the cutting blade 40.
Also it includes the support 50. So the cutting arm 10,
the pinion 20, the cutting blade 40 and support 50 all form
part of a releasably attachable surgical instrument head.
[0068] The releasably attachable surgical instrument
head 14 separates from the remainder of the instrument
body 2 along joint 18 (best seen in Figures 3 -5 and 12).
[0069] The worm screw 30 is optionally removed with
the removal of the releasably attachable surgical instru-
ment head 14. Upon attaching the same or a new releas-
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ably attachable surgical instrument head 14 to the instru-
ment body 2, the releasably attachable surgical instru-
ment head 14 and the remainder of instrument body
2automatically engage with each other. The rack 25 op-
tionally comes off as part of the releasably attachable
surgical instrument head 1. For example as shown in
Figures 3,5 and 12 the releasably attachable surgical
instrument head 14 may have a male part 17. For exam-
ple as shown in Figure 12 the worm screw 30 may have
a male part 32. To connect the two parts together, the
male part 17 of the releasably attachable surgical instru-
ment head 14 is inserted within the elongate body 3 and
they are then held together being separated by joint 18,
optionally by automatic engagement with each other. As
the two parts are connected together the male part 32 of
the worm screw 40 automatically engages within shaft
35 optionally by automatic engagement with each other.
[0070] As can be seen from the figures, the surgical
cutting instrument of the invention has a cutting arm can
be rotated through at least 160 degrees for example
about 180 degrees.
[0071] It will be appreciated that a surgical cutting in-
strument of the invention can be used to create a cut on
one side thereof, and then it can be flipped over (for ex-
ample through 180 degrees) to create a second cut which
is continuous with the first. For example, to cut out an
ellipsoid shape, the device of the invention is inserted in
the configuration shown in Figure 5. One the cutting arm
10 is located relative to the target site the knob 16 is
rotated to rotate the cutting arm though substantially 180
degrees to the position shown in Figure 2. This will cut
out approximately one half of the ellipsoid shape. There-
after, the entire device is flipped through 180 degrees
and the process is repeated to cut out the remainder of
the ellipsoid shape.
[0072] The shape cut out can remain and later be re-
moved by a further surgical instrument.
[0073] The words "comprises/comprising" and the
words "having/including" when used herein with refer-
ence to the present invention are used to specify the pres-
ence of stated features, integers, steps or components
but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps, components or
groups thereof.
[0074] It is appreciated that certain features of the in-
vention, which are, for clarity, described in the context of
separate embodiments, may also be provided in combi-
nation in a single embodiment. Conversely, various fea-
tures of the invention which are, for brevity, described in
the context of a single embodiment, may also be provided
separately or in any suitable sub-combination.

Claims

1. A surgical cutting instrument having a proximal end,
a distal end, opposing sides, and a longitudinal axis
and comprising:

(i) an instrument body;
(ii) a pivotal cutting arm having a pinion with an
axis of rotation, the pinion being integrally
formed with the pivotal cutting arm, wherein the
pivotal cutting arm is mounted for rotation rela-
tive to the instrument body about a pivot axis,
the pivot axis being the axis of rotation of the
pinion, so that, rotation of the pinion about the
pivot axis, causes the pivot arm to pivot relative
to the instrument body;
(iii) a cutting blade on the pivotal cutting arm for
resecting tissue;
(iv) a rack that can be moved in a reciprocating
linear motion forward towards the distal end and
rearwards toward the proximal end, the rack and
the pinion being meshed together to forming a
rack and pinion mechanism so that linear motion
of the rack effects pivotal movement of the piv-
otal cutting arm about the pivot axis.

2. A surgical cutting instrument according to Claim 1
wherein the cutting arm is pivotally mounted on a
support which has a forward support portion which
extends forwardly towards the distal end and a rear-
ward support portion which extends rearwardly to-
ward the proximal end.

3. A surgical cutting instrument according to Claim 2
wherein the support has a channel defined therein
and the rack can be moved in a reciprocating linear
motion forward towards the distal end and rearwards
toward the proximal end within the channel.

4. A surgical cutting instrument according to any of
Claims 2 to 3 wherein the cutting arm can be rotated
about the pivot axis from a position in which it abuts
the forward support portion to a position in which it
abuts the rearward support portion.

5. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim wherein the pivotal cutting arm is piv-
otally mounted to the instrument between two brack-
ets located on opposing sides of the instrument.

6. A surgical cutting instrument according to Claim 5
wherein the support has a channel defined therein
and the brackets are on opposite sides of the channel
optionally wherein the rack can be moved in a recip-
rocating linear motion forward towards the distal end
and rearwards toward the proximal end within the
channel.

7. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim further comprising a worm screw that
meshes with the rack so as to form a worm drive that
effects movement of the rack optionally wherein the
worm screw is at the end of a rotatable shaft.
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8. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim further comprising a locating mecha-
nism for releasably locating the device in place, when
in use during surgery, relative to the anatomical part
on which it is being used.

9. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim wherein the cutting blade is a u-shaped
blade having two sides joined by a bridging portion
and the bridging portion allows relative movement
of the sides so that the shape of the blade is adjust-
able.

10. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim further comprising a protection runner
that moves with the cutting arm, so that in use it spac-
es the cutting blade away from any surface the pro-
tection runner runs across.

11. A surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim comprising a releasably attachable surgical in-
strument head so that a first surgical instrument head
can be swapped for another on the instrument body.

12. A surgical instrument according to Claim 11 wherein
the first releasably attachable surgical instrument
head comprises:

(a) the pivotal cutting arm;
(b) the pinion; and
(c) the cutting blade.

13. A surgical instrument according to Claim 11 or Claim
12 wherein, upon attaching the releasably attacha-
ble surgical instrument head to the instrument body,
instrument body and the releasably attachable sur-
gical instrument head automatically engage with
each other.

14. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim wherein the cutting blade is a u-shaped
blade.

15. A surgical cutting instrument according to any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the cutting arm can be rotated
through at least 160 degrees for example about 180
degrees.
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