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(54) BATTERY CHARGING

(57) A charger and related charging methods and
systems are provided. The charger comprises: a first con-
version module (1a), a second conversion module (1b),
an output modulation unit (31); and a switching unit (32)
operatively coupled to a switch (2b). The first conversion
module (1a) is coupleable to a power source (120) and
arranged to output a first charging voltage component
(V1) to the output modulation unit (31); the second con-
version module (1b) is coupleable to a power source
(120) and is arranged to output a second charging voltage

component (V2); and the output modulation unit (31) is
arranged to receive the first charging voltage component
(V1) and to provide a controlled charging output for sup-
ply to a battery (110). The switching unit (32) is arranged
to operate the switch (2b) to thereby selectively connect
the output of the second conversion module (1 b) in series
connection with the output of the first conversion module
(1a) to add the second charging voltage component (V2)
to the first charging voltage component (V1) supplied to
the output modulation unit (31).
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to battery charg-
ing, including to battery chargers and to methods of sup-
plying power to a battery in order to charge the battery.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Significant development work is taking place to
improve the technology in electric vehicles, primarily driv-
en by a desire to reduce pollution associated with use of
hydrocarbon fuels for transport. However, a major barrier
to widespread uptake of electric vehicles is the relatively
restricted vehicle range that is possible using current bat-
tery technology. Even with future advances in energy
storage capacity of batteries allowing increased range,
providing fast and efficient charging will remain important
if electric vehicles are to become the norm.
[0003] When considering chargers and methods of
supplying power to a battery in order to charge the bat-
tery, in the field of electric vehicles there are requirements
for the apparatus to be low cost for widespread uptake,
lightweight if incorporated into vehicles themselves,
adaptable to different electrical supplies in locations to
which the vehicle may travel, and reliable.
[0004] Figure 1 shows a related-art charger 10 for sup-
plying power to a battery 11 in order to charge the battery
11. The charger 10 is fed by a single phase AC source
12, and this feed is rectified and power factor corrected
by components on the input side 13. Thereafter, a full
bridge inverter 14 is provided, delivering a controlled sup-
ply to an isolation transformer 15. The output of the iso-
lation transformer 15 is rectified and smoothed by com-
ponents on the output side 16 and delivered to the battery
11 as a charging current.
[0005] For typical electric vehicle applications, the re-
quirements for the isolation transformer mean that a cus-
tom design is needed. Off the shelf components with suit-
able electrical performance characteristics may be avail-
able for the input and output sides, but as will be appre-
ciated these must all be rated to handle the charger’s full
throughput power. Thus, for a throughput power suitable
for electric vehicle charging these components are typi-
cally large and heavy.
[0006] Example embodiments of the present invention
aim to address one or more problems associated with
the related-art, whether identified herein, or otherwise.

SUMMARY

[0007] In one example embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a charger comprising: a first conversion
module, a second conversion module, an output modu-
lation unit; and a switching unit operatively coupled to a
switch; wherein:

the first conversion module is coupleable to a power
source and arranged to output a first charging volt-
age component to the output modulation unit;

the second conversion module is coupleable to a
power source and is arranged to output a second
charging voltage component;

the output modulation unit is arranged to receive the
first charging voltage component and to provide a
controlled charging output for supply to a battery;
and wherein

the switching unit is arranged to operate the switch
to thereby selectively connect the output of the sec-
ond conversion module in series connection with the
output of the first conversion module to add the sec-
ond charging voltage component to the first charging
voltage component supplied to the output modula-
tion unit.

[0008] In one example embodiment the output modu-
lation unit comprises a switch, and the switching unit is
arranged to operate the switch to control the charging
output for supply to the battery .
[0009] In one example embodiment the switch com-
prises part of a second output modulation unit operable
to modulate the output of the second conversion module.
[0010] In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises a third conversion module, wherein the third con-
version module is coupleable to a power source and is
arranged to output a third charging voltage component,
and wherein the switching unit is operable to selectively
switch the third conversion module in series connection
with the first conversion module and the second conver-
sion module to thereby add the third charging voltage
component to the first and second charging voltage sup-
plied to the output modulation unit.
[0011] In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises a plurality of additional conversion modules cou-
pleable to a power source and arranged to output a charg-
ing voltage component, and wherein the switching unit
is operable to selectively switch the additional conversion
modules in series connection with the first conversion
module and the second conversion module to thereby
add additional charging voltage components from the ad-
ditional conversion modules to the first and second
charging voltage components supplied to the output
modulation unit.
[0012] In one example embodiment the conversion
modules comprise swappable units, interchangeable
with one another. For example, with standardised elec-
trical connections on the input and/or output sides there-
of, between conversion modules, and/or with standard-
ised mechanical connections to the rest of the charger.
[0013] In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises at least one more conversion module than is re-
quired to provide a rated charging output for supply to a
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battery. In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises one more conversion module than is required to
provide a rated charging output for supply to a battery,
for example exactly one more conversion module. In an-
other example embodiment the charger comprises ex-
actly two more conversion modules.
[0014] A charging system comprising the charger of
one of the example embodiments described above,
wherein the first conversion module is coupled to a first
power source, and the second conversion module is cou-
pled to a second power source.
[0015] In one example embodiment the charging sys-
tem comprises a third conversion module as described
above, wherein the third conversion module is coupled
to a third power source.
[0016] In one example embodiment the first, second
and third conversion modules are coupled to power
sources comprising different phases of a three phase
supply.
[0017] In one example embodiment the first conver-
sion module is coupled to a first power source supplied
by a spur of domestic supply circuit, and the second con-
version module is coupled to a power source supplied
by a different spur of a domestic supply circuit.
[0018] In one example embodiment the first conver-
sion module is coupled to a first power source supplied
by a domestic supply circuit of a first property, and the
second conversion module is coupled to a power source
supplied by a domestic supply circuit of a second, differ-
ent property.
[0019] In one example embodiment the first conver-
sion module is coupled to a first power source supplied
by a supply circuit of a first property, and the second
conversion module is coupled to a power source supplied
by a supply circuit of a second, different property, the
supply circuits of the first and second properties being
independently metered.
[0020] In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises an electric vehicle battery charger, and includes
a connection unit for coupling to an electric vehicle bat-
tery.
[0021] In one example embodiment the present inven-
tion provides a method for supplying power to a battery
in order to charge the battery, the method comprising:

(a) outputting, from a first conversion module, a first
charging voltage component to an output modulation
unit;

(b) receiving, at the output modulation unit, the first
charging voltage component and providing, from the
output modulation unit, a controlled charging output
for supply to a battery; and

(c) selectively switching a second conversion mod-
ule into series connection with the first conversion
module to thereby add a second charging voltage
component to the first charging voltage component

supplied to the output modulation unit.

[0022] In one example the method comprises selec-
tively switching the second conversion module to add a
modulated second charging voltage component to the
first charging voltage component supplied to the output
modulation unit.
[0023] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises interrupting the charging output before switching
the second conversion module into series connection
with the first conversion module. In one example embod-
iment the method comprises switching the second con-
version module into series connection with the first con-
version module under no load conditions.
[0024] In one example the method comprises the step
of selectively switching a third conversion module into
series connection with the first and second conversion
modules to thereby add a third charging voltage compo-
nent to the first and second charging voltage components
supplied to the output modulation unit.
[0025] In one example the method comprises the step
of detecting the battery voltage and selectively switching
sufficient conversion modules into series such that the
output modulation unit is able to supply a controlled
charging output at a higher greater voltage than the de-
tected battery voltage. In one example the step of detect-
ing the battery voltage is performed before commence-
ment of providing the controlled charging output. In one
example embodiment the step of detecting the battery
voltage is performed as part of a feedback control system
used to control the charging output.
[0026] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises the step of detecting the current supplied to the
battery and as part of a feedback control system used to
control the charging output. In one example the method
comprises the step of detecting the current supplied to
the battery and selectively switching sufficient conver-
sion modules into series such that the output modulation
unit is able to supply a controlled charging output at con-
stant current as the battery voltage increases during
charging.
[0027] In one example the method comprises detect-
ing battery voltage and charging current as part of a feed-
back control system for the output modulation unit, by
which constant current constant voltage charging is per-
formed.
[0028] In one example the method comprises coupling
the first conversion module to a first power source and
coupling the second conversion module to a second pow-
er source. In one example embodiment the charging sys-
tem comprises a third conversion module as described
above, and the method comprises coupling wherein the
third conversion module is coupled to a third power
source.
[0029] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises coupling the first, second and third conversion
modules to power sources that comprise different phases
of a three phase supply.
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[0030] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises coupling the first conversion module to a first pow-
er source supplied by a spur of domestic supply circuit,
and coupling the second conversion module to a power
source supplied by a different spur of a domestic supply
circuit.
[0031] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises coupling the first conversion module to a first pow-
er source supplied by a domestic supply circuit of a first
property, and coupling the second conversion module to
a power source supplied by a domestic supply circuit of
a second, different property.
[0032] In one example embodiment the method com-
prises coupling the first conversion module to a first pow-
er source supplied by a supply circuit of a first property,
and coupling the second conversion module to a power
source supplied by a supply circuit of a second, different
property, the supply circuits of the first and second prop-
erties being independently metered.
[0033] In one example embodiment the charger com-
prises an electric vehicle battery charger that includes a
connection unit for coupling to an electric vehicle battery,
and the method comprises coupling the charger to an
electric vehicle battery using the connection unit.
[0034] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided an apparatus and method as set forth in the ap-
pended independent claims. Other features of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the dependent claims, and the
description which follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0035] For a better understanding of the invention, and
to show how embodiments of the same may be carried
into effect, reference will now be made, by way of exam-
ple, to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in
which:

Figure 1 shows a related-art charger for supplying
power to a battery in order to charge the battery;

Figure 2 shows a charger according to a first example
embodiment, coupled to a single phase supply;

Figure 3 shows a charger according to a second ex-
ample embodiment, coupled to a three phase supply;

Figure 4 shows a charger according to a third exam-
ple embodiment, coupled to a plurality of independ-
ent single phase supplies;

Figure 5 shows a charging system according to a
further example embodiment; and

Figure 6 shows a method of charging according to
a still further example embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

[0036] Figure 2 shows a charger 101 according to a
first example embodiment. The charger 101 comprises
a first conversion module 1a, a second conversion mod-
ule 1b, and third through ninth conversion modules 1c-
1i. The charger 101 further comprises an output modu-
lation unit 31; and a switching unit 32 operatively coupled
to a switch 2b. At the input side of the charger 101 there
is power source 120 which is coupled to the conversion
modules 1a-1i, which in this embodiment comprises a
single phase supply with a connection for a protective
earth. At the output side of the charger 101 is a battery
110, which in this embodiment comprises an electric ve-
hicle battery that is coupled to the charger 101 at a con-
nection unit 34.
[0037] The first conversion module 1a is arranged to
output a first charging voltage component to the output
modulation unit 31, as is the second conversion module
1b , which is arranged to output a second charging volt-
age component V2 and so on for third and further con-
version modules 1c-1i.
[0038] The output modulation unit 31 receives the first
charging voltage component V1 and provides a control-
led charging output for supply to a battery 110 at the
connection unit 34. The output modulation unit 31 com-
prises a switch 2a operated under control of the switching
unit 32 to control the charging output for supply to the
battery 110. In this embodiment the output modulation
unit 31 comprises a switch 2a provided as a MOSFET
half bridge, feeding a series inductor L1.
[0039] When the first charging voltage component V1,
as modulated by the output modulation unit 31, is no long-
er sufficiently high to drive charge into the battery 110,
the voltage at the connection unit 34 is increased by the
action of control of the switching unit 32. The switching
unit 32 is arranged to operate the switch 2b to thereby
connect the output of the second conversion module 1b
in series connection with the output of the first conversion
module 1a, to add the second charging voltage compo-
nent V2 to the first charging voltage component V1 sup-
plied to the output modulation unit 31.
[0040] In this way, the battery charger 101 can operate
with a single output modulation unit 31 to regulate the
charging voltage over a wide range.
[0041] Furthermore, use of a plurality of conversion
modules 1a-1 i to each produce a fraction of the voltage
supplied to the output modulation unit 31 brings consid-
erable advantages. Firstly, it eliminates the need for input
side components rated to the full throughput power. Sec-
ondly, it enables existing, highly optimised conversion
modules with efficient transformers to be used. Conver-
sion modules with suitable electrical and physical char-
acteristics, high reliability and suitable regulatory approv-
als are available, for use as stand-alone power supplies
in other fields such as data centres and server farms.
Thirdly, the battery charger 101 can be made resilient to
partial failure, and easy to repair on a modular basis by
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enabling replacement of any one of the conversion mod-
ules, independently of the others.
[0042] In the example embodiment of Figure 2, each
of the first through eighth conversion modules 1a-1h
comprises a 240V ac nominal input and a 48V dc nominal
output. The ninth conversion module 1i comprises a 240V
ac nominal input and a 24V dc nominal output.
[0043] With only the first conversion module 1a of Fig-
ure 2 providing its output to the output modulation unit
31, a charging output in the range 0V to 48V dc can be
supplied to the battery 110 by pulse width modulation
operation of the switch 2a in the output modulation unit
31, under control of the switching unit 32.
[0044] As is shown in Figure 2, the voltage as supplied
to the battery 110 is sensed by the switching unit 32 as
Vout, and is useful in control of the charger 101. Also
shown in Figure 2 are protection devices 33 in the form
of a diode D1 to prevent damage by reverse polarity con-
nection at the connection unit 34, and in the form of an
isolation switch S1 which is operated by the switching
unit 32 in the event of an over current condition being
sensed for lout, or indeed an over voltage condition for
Vout. The isolation switch S1 in the embodiment of Figure
2 is provided as an IGBT.
[0045] As Vout approaches 48V dc, the switching unit
32 operates the switch 2b to thereby connect the output
of the second conversion module 1b in series connection
with the output of the first conversion module 1a, to add
the second charging voltage component V2, enabling up
to a nominal maximum Vout of 96V dc to be delivered to
the battery 110.
[0046] By operation of the switches 2b through 2i, volt-
age values of 0, 24, 48, 72, 96, 120, 144, 168, 192, 216,
240, 264, 288, 312, 336 or 360 V dc can be added as
the second voltage component, so in combination with
the first voltage component a total of 408V dc is available
for PWM modulation in the output modulation unit 31.
That is, the plurality of additional conversion modules 1b-
1c are coupled to the power source 120 and each can
output a charging voltage component. The switching unit
32 operates to selectively switch the additional conver-
sion modules 1b-1i in series connection with the first con-
version module 1a, either individually or together as parts
of a group, to thereby add additional charging voltage
components V2-V9 from the additional conversion mod-
ules 1b-1i to the first charging voltage component V1
supplied to the output modulation unit 31 by the first con-
version module 1a.
[0047] When the switching unit 32 determines that it is
time to operate one of the switches 2b-2i to enable an
increase of Vout, it first is arranged to operate the output
modulation unit 31 so that the additional conversion mod-
ule is switched into the circuit under no load conditions.
A short interruption to the charging current lout is provid-
ed by operation of the isolation switch S1, but this feature
is advantageous in that relatively lower cost switches, for
example relay switches, can be used with little impact on
reliability of the charger 101 and negligible impact on

charging performance.
[0048] The switching unit 32 is further configured to
detect the current supplied to the battery 110, lout, for
use in control of the charger 101 during charging. In the
example embodiment of Figure 2 the switching unit 32
detects lout as part of a feedback control system used
to regulate the charging output. By detecting the current
supplied to the battery 110 as it charges, and selectively
switching sufficient conversion modules 1b-1i into series,
the switching unit 32 controls that the output modulation
unit 31 to supply a controlled charging output at constant
current as the battery voltage increases during charging.
The constant current is determined according to the re-
quirements of the battery 110 being charged, typically
with a constant current constant voltage charging regime
specified for optimum charging.
[0049] In the example embodiment of Figure 2, the
configuration of the output modulation 31 unit as a MOS-
FET bridge switch 2a and series inductor L1 will lead to
some output ripple in the charging current. However, with
a relatively high PWM switching frequency and modula-
tion within only a 48V range maximum, the requirements
for the output modulation components are easily met with
a relatively small inductor and lower voltage MOSFETs.
As will be appreciated, other forms of output modulation
unit may be used in other example embodiments.
[0050] Another feature of the switching unit 32 as
shown in Figure 2 is in determining the initial conditions
for charging and operating the switches 2a-2i appropri-
ately, in cases where the initial battery voltage is not 0V.
On detection of a battery 110 being coupled to the con-
nection unit 34 the switching unit 32 is arranged to detect
the battery voltage and to selectively switch sufficient of
the conversion modules 1b-1i into series with the first
conversion module 1a such that the output modulation
unit 31 is able to supply a controlled charging output at
a greater voltage Vout than the detected battery voltage.
[0051] In the example embodiment of Figure 2 the
switching unit 32 is advantageously configured to operate
the same procedure on commencement of charging as
for the switching-in of additional conversion modules. For
example, with an initial battery voltage of 350V, the
switches 2b-2i are configured so charging can start with
the output modulation unit 31 supplying an output voltage
in the range 336V to 384V. This is provided with the top
eight conversion modules 1a-1h contributing their volt-
age components. As the battery voltage approaches
384V the final conversion module is switched into oper-
ation, by first isolating the battery 110 using the isolation
switch provided as one of the protection devices 31, and
then operating the switch 2i under no load before recom-
mencement of supply of the charging current through the
isolation switch.
[0052] Figure 3 shows a charger 102 according to a
second example embodiment, coupled to a three phase
supply 121. At the input side of the charger 102 there is
power source 121 which in this embodiment comprises
a three phase supply with neutral and a protective earth,
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for connection to the conversion modules 1a-1i. In this
example embodiment the conversion modules 1a-1i are
configured into three groups, with each group being cou-
pled to one of the three phases of the power source 121.
It will be understood that various configurations are pos-
sible for two or three phase supplies, with the connec-
tions/groupings of the conversion modules made as ap-
propriate. The other components of Figure 3 correspond
to those of Figure 2, so a detailed description thereof is
omitted.
[0053] Figure 4 shows a charger 103 according to a
third example embodiment. The charger 103 of Figure 4
is coupled to first through fourth independent power
sources 122-125. Each of the power sources 122-125
comprises an independent single phase supply with pro-
tective earth. In the charger 103 of Figure 4, the each of
the power sources 122-125 is coupled to two of the con-
version modules 1a-1h, and each of the power sources
122-125 corresponds to a different spur on a domestic
supply circuit. In this way a higher charging output power
may be delivered to the battery 110 than would be pos-
sible based on the maximum capacity of each individual
spur. For example, if each spur in the domestic supply
circuit is rated at 240V and 13A maximum current the
use of four spurs makes it possible to supply eight 1kW
conversion modules at around 9A per spur.
[0054] In the charger 103 of Figure 4 there are some
additional differences over those of Figures 2 and 3, in
particular relating to the switches 2, and the protection
components 33.
[0055] In the charger 103 of Figure 4 the switches 2
are provided as solid state devices, each comprising a
MOSFETs and a series diode. The switches 2 are ar-
ranged between the output terminals of each conversion
module 1a-1h, with the diodes orientated such that the
combined voltage increases towards the top of the circuit
as shown, according to whether the MOSFETs are con-
ducting. In this way any combination of second and sub-
sequent conversion module 1b-1h may be selectively
switched into the circuit to add its output voltage to that
of the first conversion module 1a to provide a combined
voltage to the output modulation unit 31 at the top of the
circuit.
[0056] Another difference in this embodiment relates
to the second switch 2b’. The second switch 2b’ is pro-
vided as part of a second output modulation unit 31’. The
second output modulation unit 31’ is operable to modu-
late the output of the second conversion module 1 b.
[0057] By providing two output modulation units 31,31’
it is possible to reduce switching losses overall, as the
power consumption in the semiconductor switches, here
both MOSFETs, and in the associated smoothing induc-
tors L2, L2’ of the output modulation units 31,31’ can be
reduced.
[0058] The protection components 33 in this embodi-
ment comprise and additional diode D2 to enforce correct
polarity at the connection unit 34, and isolation switches
S1’,S2’, one for each of the positive and negative termi-

nals of the connection unit 34. As above, the isolation
switches S1’,S2’ are operatively coupled to the switching
unit 32 to be controlled by the switching unit 32 and volt-
age feedback (not shown) is used by the switching unit
32 with the sensed lout to set the initial conditions for
charging the battery 110, to monitor progress of a charg-
ing operation and to fail safe in the event of unexpected
over voltage or over current conditions. A common
ground GND is also shown, and a fuse F provided be-
tween conversion modules 1e and 1f, providing a degree
of protection between the upper and lower halves of the
charger 103, in particular the components supplied by
the first and second power sources 122,123 to the upper
half and the components supplied by the third and fourth
power sources 124,125 to the lower half.
[0059] Figure 5 shows a charging system 1001 accord-
ing to another example embodiment. The charging sys-
tem 1001 comprises a charger 101,102,103 in accord-
ance with one of the example embodiments described
above. The first conversion module is coupled to a first
power source, and the second conversion module is cou-
pled to a second power source.
[0060] The charging system 1001 further comprises
third through nth conversion modules as described
above, wherein the third through nth conversion modules
coupled to third through nth power sources respectively.
[0061] The first, second and third conversion modules
could for example be coupled to power sources compris-
ing different phases of a three phase supply, with the
charger corresponding to that shown in Figure 3. Alter-
natively the first conversion module may be coupled to
a first power source supplied by a spur of domestic supply
circuit, and the second conversion module to a power
source supplied by a different spur of a domestic supply
circuit, with the charger corresponding to that shown in
Figure 4. By extension, as well as power sources supplied
from different spurs of one domestic supply, other em-
bodiments of the charging system may comprise a first
conversion module coupled to a first power source sup-
plied by a domestic supply circuit of a first property, and
a second conversion module coupled to a power source
supplied by a domestic supply circuit of a second, differ-
ent property.
[0062] Similar considerations apply to the third through
nth conversion units and power sources, according to
the availability of power supplies of the different types
described herein. In the embodiment of Figure 5 the
switching, modulation and control of the charging output
to the battery 110 is as described for the example em-
bodiments above.
[0063] Figure 6 shows a method of charging according
to an example embodiment.
[0064] The method comprises the steps: outputting,
from a first conversion module, a first charging voltage
component to an output modulation unit S101; receiving,
at the output modulation unit, the first charging voltage
component and providing, from the output modulation
unit, a controlled charging output for supply to a battery
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S102; and selectively switching a second conversion
module into series connection with the first conversion
module to thereby add a second charging voltage com-
ponent to the first charging voltage component supplied
to the output modulation unit S103.
[0065] Variations and additional steps within the scope
of the method and in accordance with the operations de-
scribed for the switching unit 32 and the components
under its control will be briefly described in the following
paragraphs.
[0066] In one example the method comprises selec-
tively switching the second conversion module to add a
modulated second charging voltage component to the
first charging voltage component supplied to the output
modulation unit, and also involves selectively switching
a third conversion module into series connection with the
first and second conversion modules to thereby add a
third charging voltage component to the first and second
charging voltage components supplied to the output
modulation unit.
[0067] In one example the method comprises coupling
the first conversion module to a first power source and
coupling the second conversion module to a second pow-
er source to produce a charging system as described
above. In one example embodiment the charging system
comprises a third conversion module as described
above, and the method comprises coupling the third con-
version module to a third power source, for example by
coupling to first, second and third phases of a three phase
supply.
[0068] The apparatus and methods described herein
are particularly advantageous when employed in charg-
ing batteries for electric vehicles. In one example em-
bodiment the charger comprises an electric vehicle bat-
tery charger that includes a connection unit for coupling
to an electric vehicle battery, and optionally further in-
cludes said electric vehicle battery. The charger accord-
ing to the example embodiments and battery may com-
prise components within an electric vehicle, and vehicles
of this type are also within the scope of this disclosure,
comprising example embodiments of the invention.
[0069] Although a few example embodiments have
been shown and described, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications
might be made without departing from the scope of the
invention, as defined in the appended claims.
[0070] Attention is directed to all papers and docu-
ments which are filed concurrently with or previous to this
specification in connection with this application and which
are open to public inspection with this specification, and
the contents of all such papers and documents are in-
corporated herein by reference.
[0071] All of the features disclosed in this specification
(including any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings), and/or all of the steps of any method or process
so disclosed, may be combined in any combination, ex-
cept combinations where at least some of such features
and/or steps are mutually exclusive. The method steps

describe may where appropriate be recorded on a com-
puter readable recording medium such that when repro-
duced on a suitable apparatus the methods are per-
formed, and said computer readable recording medium
accordingly comprises an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0072] Each feature disclosed in this specification (in-
cluding any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings) may be replaced by alternative features serving the
same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly
stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated other-
wise, each feature disclosed is one example only of a
generic series of equivalent or similar features.
[0073] The invention is not restricted to the details of
the foregoing embodiment(s). The invention extends to
any novel one, or any novel combination, of the features
disclosed in this specification (including any accompa-
nying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel one,
or any novel combination, of the steps of any method or
process so disclosed.

Claims

1. A charger comprising:

a first conversion module (1a), a second con-
version module (1b), an output modulation unit
(31); and a switching unit (32) operatively cou-
pled to a switch (2b); wherein:

the first conversion module (1a) is couple-
able to a power source (120) and arranged
to output a first charging voltage component
(V1) to the output modulation unit (31);
the second conversion module (1b) is cou-
pleable to a power source (120) and is ar-
ranged to output a second charging voltage
component (V2);
the output modulation unit (31) is arranged
to receive the first charging voltage compo-
nent (V1) and to provide a controlled charg-
ing output for supply to a battery (110); and
wherein
the switching unit (32) is arranged to oper-
ate the switch (2b) to thereby selectively
connect the output of the second conver-
sion module (1 b) in series connection with
the output of the first conversion module
(1a) to add the second charging voltage
component (V2) to the first charging voltage
component (V1) supplied to the output mod-
ulation unit (31).

2. A charger according to claim 1, wherein the output
modulation unit (31) comprises a switch (2a), and
the switching unit (32) is arranged to operate the
switch (2a) to control the charging output for supply
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to the battery (110).

3. A charger according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
switch (2b’) comprises part of a second output mod-
ulation unit (31’) operable to modulate the output of
the second conversion module (1 b).

4. A charger according to claim 1, 2 or 3, comprising a
plurality of additional conversion modules (1c-1i)
coupleable to a power source (120) and arranged to
output a charging voltage component, and wherein
the switching unit (32) is operable to selectively
switch the additional conversion modules (1c-1i) in
series connection with the first conversion module
(1a) and the second conversion module (1 b) to
thereby add additional charging voltage components
(V3-V9) from the additional conversion modules (1c-
1i) to the first and second charging voltage compo-
nents (V1+V2) supplied to the output modulation unit
(31).

5. A charger according to any preceding claim, wherein
the conversion modules comprise swappable units,
interchangeable with one another.

6. A charger according to any preceding claim, wherein
the charger comprises one more conversion module
than is required to provide a rated charging output
for supply to a battery (110).

7. A method for supplying power to a battery in order
to charge the battery, the method comprising:

outputting, from a first conversion module, a first
charging voltage component to an output mod-
ulation unit (S101);
receiving, at the output modulation unit, the first
charging voltage component and providing,
from the output modulation unit, a controlled
charging output for supply to a battery (S102);
and
selectively switching a second conversion mod-
ule into series connection with the first conver-
sion module to thereby add a second charging
voltage component to the first charging voltage
component supplied to the output modulation
unit (S103).

8. A method according to claim 7, comprising selec-
tively switching the second conversion module to
add a modulated second charging voltage compo-
nent to the first charging voltage component supplied
to the output modulation unit.

9. A method according to claim 7, comprising interrupt-
ing the charging output before switching the second
conversion module into series connection with the
first conversion module, to thereby switch the second

conversion module into series connection with the
first conversion module under no load conditions.

10. A method according to claim 7, 8 or 9, comprising
the step of step of detecting the battery voltage and
selectively switching sufficient conversion modules
into series such that the output modulation unit is
able to supply a controlled charging output at a higher
greater voltage than the detected battery voltage,
said step of detecting the battery voltage being per-
formed before commencement of providing the con-
trolled charging output.

11. A method according to any one of claims 7 through
10, wherein the step of detecting the battery voltage
is performed as part of a feedback control system
used to control the charging output, the method com-
prises the step of detecting the current supplied to
the battery, and further comprises selectively switch-
ing sufficient conversion modules into series such
that the output modulation unit is able to supply a
controlled charging output at constant current as the
battery voltage increases during charging.

12. A method according to any one of claims 7 through
11, comprising the steps of: coupling the first con-
version module to a first power source; and coupling
the second conversion module to a second power
source.

13. A method according to any one of claims 7 through
12, comprising the steps of: coupling the first con-
version module to a first power source supplied by
a spur of domestic supply circuit; and coupling the
second conversion module to a power source sup-
plied by a different spur of a domestic supply circuit.

14. A method according to any one of claims 7 through
12, comprising the steps of: coupling the first con-
version module to a first power source supplied by
a supply circuit of a first property; and coupling the
second conversion module to a power source sup-
plied by a supply circuit of a second, different prop-
erty, the supply circuits of the first and second prop-
erties being independently metered

15. A method according to any one of claims 7 through
14, performed using a charger according to any one
of claim 1 through 6.
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