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(54) METHOD OF MACHINING A GROOVE

(57) A method for cutting a groove of a predeter-
mined groove width in a work piece, comprising the steps
of providing a metallic work piece (18) having a peripheral
surface (31); providing a grooving tool (1) comprising a
blade portion (2) having a constant or substantially con-
stant blade width (13), and an insert (3) having a maxi-
mum insert width (14) defined by a main cutting edge
(11); selecting the insert width (14) to be greater than the
blade width (13); connecting the grooving tool (1) to a

machine interface (19) of a machine tool; rotating the
work piece (18) about a rotational axis (A) thereof in a
rotational direction (24); cutting a groove (33) in the work
piece (18) by moving the tool (1) in a feed direction (15)
towards the rotational axis (A) of the work piece (18) such
that the groove width is equal to or substantially equal to
the insert width (14) and such that a tangential cutting
force (37) is directed towards or substantially towards
the machine interface (19).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention belongs to the technical
field of metal cutting tools. More specifically the present
invention belongs to the field of methods for cutting a
groove of a predetermined groove width in a work piece,
Such machining can be made using computer or com-
puterized numerical control, i.e. CNC, machines.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION AND PRIOR ART

[0002] The present invention refers to methods for cut-
ting a groove of a predetermined groove width in a work
piece. More specifically, the present invention relates to
a turning method, using a cutting tool comprising a re-
placeable cutting insert, more specifically a parting, cut-
ting-off or grooving insert.
[0003] Metal cutting parting-off, cutting-off or deep
grooving, have long been known to be a difficult opera-
tion. Chip jamming have been known to be one problem.
One other problem is vibrations, causing risk of tool
breakage and poor surface finish, among other things.
Such an operation and cutting tool is described in e.g.
US5135336, Fig. 4. There is thus a long-felt need to re-
duce vibrations in parting-off or deep grooving opera-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The inventors have found that there is a need
for an improved method in order to reduce the risk of
vibrations in deep grooving or parting-off. The inventors
have found that the in state of the art methods, vibrations
may be caused be deflection of the cutting tool during
cutting.
An object of the present invention is to provide a method
for cutting a groove of a predetermined groove width in
a work piece which reduces vibrations.
This object is achieved with a method comprising the
steps of: providing a metallic work piece having a periph-
eral surface; providing a grooving tool comprising a blade
portion having a constant or substantially constant blade
width, and an insert having a maximum insert width de-
fined by a main cutting edge; selecting the insert width
to be greater than the blade width; connecting the groov-
ing tool to a machine interface of a machine tool; rotating
the work piece about a rotational axis thereof in a rota-
tional direction; cutting a groove in the work piece by
moving the tool in a feed direction towards the rotational
axis of the work piece such that the groove width is equal
to or substantially equal to the insert width and such that
a tangential cutting force is directed towards or substan-
tially towards the machine interface.
[0005] By such a method, the risk of vibrations during
deep grooving or parting-off can be reduced. Further ef-
fects may be possibility to increase the feed rate, choos-

ing a smaller insert width, improved surface finish, and
reduced insert wear. By such a method, the deflection of
the insert during cutting may be reduced, especially when
the overhang, or maximum grooving depth of the groov-
ing tool, is great. Comparative experiments or calculation
have shown examples of 6 times less deflection. Such a
method is preferably used in a machine tool or computer
(or computerized) numeric control (CNC) machine hav-
ing y-axis capability, such as a multi-task machines or a
mill-turn machines.
[0006] The method for cutting a groove of a predeter-
mined groove width in a work piece is a turning method,
i.e. a method where a work piece rotates around a rota-
tional axis, and where exactly one insert cuts material.
The groove formed is perpendicular to the rotational axis.
Alternatively, in a parting-off operation, a groove is
formed until the work piece is divided into two pieces.
A metallic work piece, such as a work piece made from
steel, is provided having a peripheral surface, or an ex-
ternal surface. The metallic work piece may be cylindrical
or symmetrical in relation to a center axis, which center
axis coincides with the rotational axis. The peripheral sur-
face is preferably formed at a constant or substantially
constant diameter.
The rotational axis may preferably be horizontal. Alter-
natively, depending on e.g. machine type, the rotational
axis may be vertical. Alternatively, but not preferably, the
rotational axis may have any other angle.
[0007] A grooving tool, or a tool suitable for grooving
or parting-off, is provided, comprising a blade portion
having a constant or substantially constant blade width
preferable within the range of 1.0 - 20.0 mm, even more
preferably within the range of 1.5 - 12.0 mm., and an
insert having a maximum insert width defined by a main
cutting edge.
The blade portion may be a singular body, entity or de-
vice. Alternatively, the blade portion may a part or a por-
tion of a singular body, entity or device.
The insert is preferably made from a more wear resistant
material than the blade portion, such as cemented car-
bide, cermet or ceramics, or a combination of such ma-
terials. The blade portion is preferably made from steel.
The main cutting edge defines an insert width. In groov-
ing, the groove width is equal to the insert width, i.e. the
width of the main cutting edge. The main cutting edge is
the widest portion of the insert, in other words, a straight
line connecting the opposite end points of the main cut-
ting edge is equally long or preferably longer than all par-
allel lines having end-points thereof intersecting the in-
sert.
The insert width is greater than the blade width. Prefer-
ably the insert width is 1 - 25 % wider, even more pref-
erably 5 - 15 % wider, than the blade width. The insert
width and the blade width are measured along parallel
lines.
The grooving tool is preferably arranged such that a
grooving operation can be performed such that the entire
insert can be inside the groove.
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The grooving tool is connected or clamped, directly or
indirectly, to a machine interface of a machine tool, pref-
erably by means of a coupling portion. The coupling por-
tion is suitable to be connected to a machine tool which
can be used for turning and grooving, such as a turning
lathe, a multi task machine, a turn-mill machine, or a slid-
ing head machine. The machine tool is preferably a CNC,
i.e. computer or computerized numerical control, ma-
chine. The coupling portion is suitable to be connected
to the machine interface, which can be in the form of a
machine spindle or a tool revolver turret or a tool post.
The coupling portion may have a square or rectangular
shape in a cross section. The coupling portion may be
conical or substantially conical, such as preferably ac-
cording to ISO standard 26623-1.
The work piece is rotated or driven, preferably by a motor
which is part of the machine tool, about a rotational axis
thereof in a rotational direction.
A groove in the work piece is formed by cutting. The tool
is moved in a feed direction, through radial feed, towards
the rotational axis of the work piece. Moving of the tool
relative to the work piece is preferably linear or straight.
The radial feed is preferably within the range of 0.05 -
0.50 mm/revolution. The radial feed may be constant dur-
ing cutting. Alternatively, the radial feed may vary, pref-
erably such that the radial feed is decreased at the end
of the cut. The feed direction is perpendicular to rotational
axis.
The groove width is equal to or substantially equal to, i.e.
determined by, the insert width. The main cutting edge
is preferably parallel to the rational axis. The main cutting
edge is preferably parallel to the rational axis. Alterna-
tively the main cutting edge forms an angle less than 20
degrees, even more preferably less than 10 degrees, in
relation to the rotational axis. The main cutting edge may
be straight or linear. Alternatively, the main cutting edge
may in a front view comprise a central depression.
A tangential cutting force, or a main cutting force, is di-
rected towards or substantially towards the machine in-
terface. A radial cutting force, or a feed force is directed
in an opposite or substantially opposite direction in rela-
tion to the feed direction. The radial cutting force, or the
feed force is directed perpendicular to or substantially
perpendicular to the tangential or main cutting force.
[0008] The moving the tool may be such that the main
cutting edge intersects or substantially intersects the ro-
tational axis. Alternatively, the moving the tool may be
such that the radial feed stops before the main cutting
edge has reached the rotational axis.
[0009] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of moving the tool such
that the main cutting edge intersects or substantially in-
tersects the rotational axis.
[0010] By such a method, a parting or parting-off op-
eration can be performed, if the work piece is a bar or is
shaped such that the work piece do not comprise a cen-
tral hole intersecting the feed direction.
The main cutting edge is moved such that the main cut-

ting edge intersects or substantially intersects, i.e. within
2.0 mm from or even more preferably within 2.0 mm from,
the rotational axis.
[0011] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of moving the tool such
that the main cutting edge is moved along a straight path
towards the rotational axis.
[0012] By such a method, programming of the method
can be made in a short time.
[0013] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of cutting a groove such
that first and second side surfaces of the groove is
formed; such the first and second side surfaces of the
groove are perpendicular to the rotational axis and such
that a distance between the first and second side surfac-
es is equal to the insert width.
[0014] The groove formed by the method is thus such
that that first and second side surfaces, or wall surfaces,
of the groove is formed. The first and second side sur-
faces of the groove are located in or extend in parallel
planes perpendicular to the rotational axis. A shortest
distance between the first and second side surfaces is
equal to the insert width. The groove is limited by the first
and second side surfaces and a bottom surface of the
groove. The bottom surface of the groove connects the
first and second side surfaces of the groove. The groove
opens in a direction opposite to the bottom of the groove.
Even if a parting or parting-off operation is performed,
during the machining or cutting a groove is formed.
[0015] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of selecting the insert
such that the insert comprises a top surface and an op-
posite bottom surface, a front surface and an opposite
rear surface, a first side surface and an opposite second
side surface; positioning the insert such that the front
surface is facing the feed direction and such that the bot-
tom surface is facing the machine interface; arranging
the insert such that the main cutting edge is formed along
an intersection between the front surface and the top
surface; and selecting the insert such that a distance be-
tween the front surface and the rear surface is less than
a distance from the peripheral surface of the work piece
to the rotational axis.
[0016] The insert thus comprises a top surface, com-
prising a rake face and preferably chip breaking or chip
control means, and an opposite bottom surface. The top
surface is facing away from the machine interface. The
bottom surface is facing towards the machine interface.
Further the insert comprises a front surface, facing the
feed direction and the bottom surface of the groove, and
an opposite rear surface. The main cutting edge is formed
at an intersection or border between the top surface and
the front surface of the insert. The insert further compris-
es a first side surface and an opposite second side sur-
face. The first side surface of the insert is facing the first
side surface of the groove. The second side surface is
facing the second side surface of the groove.
[0017] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
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cording includes the further step of moving the grooving
tool such that the insert is completely inside the groove.
[0018] By such a method, deeper grooving may be per-
formed.
[0019] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of moving the grooving
tool such that a second mid-plane of the blade portion
moves closer to the rotational axis, wherein the second
mid-plane of the blade portion is equidistantly or substan-
tially equidistantly between the opposite third and fourth
surfaces.
[0020] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of arranging the groov-
ing tool such that the main cutting edge is parallel to or
substantially parallel to the rotational axis.
[0021] The main cutting edge is substantially parallel
to the rotational axis if the main cutting edge is within +/-
15 degrees from being parallel to the rotational axis.
[0022] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further step of arranging the groov-
ing tool such that the blade portion is more elongated in
a first direction parallel to the tangential cutting force than
in a second direction; where the second direction is per-
pendicular to the tangential cutting force and perpendic-
ular to the rotational axis.
[0023] By such a method, vibrations may be reduced
without adding weight to the blade portion.
[0024] According to an embodiment, the method ac-
cording includes the further steps of selecting the groov-
ing tool such that the blade portion comprises: opposite
first and second surfaces, wherein the blade width is de-
fined as a shortest distance between the first and second
surfaces; opposite third and fourth surfaces; a fifth sur-
face and an opposite blade portion end, wherein the
blade width is constant or substantially constant from the
fifth surface up to the blade portion end; an insert seat
separating the third surface and the fifth surface; select-
ing the grooving tool such that the insert comprises a
rake face, and a main clearance surface; positioning the
insert in the insert seat such that the main clearance sur-
face and the third surface are facing the same direction;
and arranging the blade portion such that a shortest dis-
tance from the fifth surface to the opposite blade portion
end is greater than a shortest distance from the third sur-
face to the fourth surface.
[0025] According to an embodiment, the method in-
cludes the further steps of selecting the grooving tool
such that the grooving tool comprises a coupling portion
suitable to be connected to a machine interface; and con-
necting the coupling portion to a machine interface of a
machine tool.
[0026] An aspect of the invention relates to an insert
for use in the method.
[0027] According to an aspect of the invention, a com-
puter program has instructions which when executed by
a computer numerical control lathe cause the computer
numerical control lathe to perform the method.
[0028] According to an aspect of the invention, a com-

puter readable medium having stored thereon a compu-
ter program.
[0029] According to an aspect of the invention, a data
stream is representative of a computer program.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The present invention will now be explained in
more detail by a description of different embodiments of
the invention and by reference to the accompanying
drawings.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a state of the art groov-
ing tool including a blade portion and an insert.

Fig. 2 is a side view of the blade portion in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a top view of the blade portion in Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a side view of a state of the art machining

method using the grooving tool in Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a side view of a machining method accord-

ing to a first embodiment using a first type of
grooving tool comprising a blade.

Fig. 6 is a side view of the blade portion in Fig. 5.
Fig. 7 is a front view of the blade portion in Fig. 6.
Fig. 8 is a view of section B-B in Fig. 6.
Fig. 9 is a top view of a machining method using a

blade portion according to a first type.
Fig. 10 is a side view of a grooving tool according to

a second type.
Fig. 11 is a front view of the grooving tool in Fig. 10.
Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the grooving tool in

Fig. 10.
Fig. 13 is a side view of a grooving tool according to

a third type.
Fig. 14 is a front view of the grooving tool in Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the grooving tool in

Fig. 13.
Fig. 16 is a side view of a grooving tool portion ac-

cording to a fourth type.
Fig. 17 is a front view of the grooving tool portion in

Fig. 16.
Fig. 18 is a perspective view of the grooving tool por-

tion in Fig. 16.

[0031] All figures except Fig. 9 have been drawn to
scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0032] Reference is made to Figs. 1-4 which show a
state of the art grooving tool 1, a state of the art blade
portion 2, a state of the art insert 3 mounted in an insert
seat 10 of the blade portion 2. During a cutting operation,
such as a grooving or parting or cutting-off operation, the
grooving tool 1 is connected to a machine interface 19
and moved in a feed direction 15 towards a rotational
axis A of a metal work piece 18. The work piece 18 rotates
around the rotational axis A thereof in a rotational direc-
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tion 24. A main cutting edge 11 of the insert 3 cuts a
groove in the peripheral surface 31 of the work piece 18.
A tangential cutting force (not shown) is directed down-
wards in Fig. 4.
[0033] Reference is now made to Fig. 5-9, which show
a blade portion 2 according to a first type and a method
according to an embodiment. The grooving tool 1 com-
prises a blade portion 2 having a constant or substantially
constant blade width 13, and an insert 3 having a maxi-
mum insert width 14 defined by a main cutting edge 11.
The insert width 14 is greater than the blade width 13.
The grooving tool 1 comprises a tool block 30. The groov-
ing tool 1 is connected to a machine interface 19 of a
machine tool (not shown). More precisely, the tool block
30 comprises a coupling portion 32 connected to the ma-
chine interface 19.
The blade portion 2 comprises opposite first and second
surfaces 4, 5. The blade width 13 is defined as a shortest
distance between the first and second surfaces 4, 5. The
blade portion 2 comprises opposite third and fourth sur-
faces 8, 9. The blade portion comprises a fifth surface 6
and an opposite blade portion end 7. The blade width 13
is constant or substantially constant from the fifth surface
6 up to the blade portion end 7. A shortest distance 16
from the fifth surface 6 to the opposite blade portion end
7 is greater than a shortest distance 17 from the third
surface 8 to the fourth surface 9. The blade portion end
7 is a blade portion end surface 7. The blade portion 2
is a singular body limited by the opposite first and second
surfaces 4, 5, the opposite third and fourth surfaces 8,
9, and the opposite fifth and blade portion end surfaces
6, 7. The distance 16 from the fifth surface 6 to the op-
posite blade portion end 7 is 3-8 times greater than a
distance 17 from the third surface 8 to the fourth surface
9. The distance 17 from the third surface 8 to the fourth
surface 9 is 5-20 times greater than the blade width 13.
The opposite first and second surfaces 4, 5 are parallel
or substantially parallel. The insert seat 10 is arranged
such that the inherent elasticity of the blade portion 2 is
utilized to clamp an insert 3 in the insert seat 10.
The opposite third and fourth surfaces 8, 9 are parallel
or substantially parallel in a side view as seen in Fig. 6.
As seen in e.g. Fig. 8, the third surface 8 comprises a
sixth surface 20 and a seventh surface 21, and the fourth
surface 9 comprises an eighth surface 22 and a ninth
surface 23. The sixth surface 20 and the seventh surface
21 in a cross section converge towards a first mid-plane
41 located equidistantly between the opposite first and
second surfaces 4, 5. The eighth surface 22 and the ninth
surface 23 in a cross section converge towards the first
mid-plane 41. A distance between the third and fourth
surfaces 8, 9 is greatest in the first mid-plane 41.
The insert seat 10 separates the third surface 8 and the
fifth surface 6. A second mid-plane 42 of the blade portion
2 is equidistantly or substantially equidistantly between
the opposite third and fourth surfaces 8, 9.
The insert 3 comprises a main cutting edge 11, an asso-
ciated rake face 12, and an associated main clearance

surface 25. The main cutting edge 11 defines an insert
width 14. The insert width 14 is greater than the blade
width 13. The insert 3 comprising a top surface 26 and
an opposite bottom surface 27, a front surface 28 and an
opposite rear surface 29, a first side surface 39 and an
opposite second side surface 40. The top surface 26
comprises the rake face. The front surface 28 comprises
the main clearance surface 25;
The insert 3 is removably clamped, seated or mounted
in the insert seat 10. When the insert 3 is mounted in the
insert seat 10, the main clearance surface 25 and the
third surface 8 are facing in the same direction 15, i.e.
the feed direction 15. The main clearance surface 25 of
the insert 3 and the third surface 8 of the blade portion
are facing in the same direction 15 or in substantially the
same direction 15. When the insert 3 is mounted in the
insert seat 10, a portion of the bottom surface 27 and a
portion of the rear surface 29 is in contact with the insert
seat 10. A plane parallel to the second mid-plane 42 in-
tersect the top and bottom surfaces 26, 27 of the insert
3. When the insert 3 is mounted in the insert seat 10, the
main cutting edge 11 is arranged symmetrically in relation
to a first mid-plane 41 equidistantly or substantially equi-
distantly between the opposite first and second surfaces
4, 5, and the fifth surface 6 is facing in a direction which
is opposite in relation to the coupling portion 32.
A portion of the third surface 8 and a portion of the fourth
surface 9 of the blade portion 2 is in contact with the tool
block 30. The blade portion 2 is clampable to the tool
block 30 such that a distance between the coupling por-
tion 32 and the blade portion 2 can be chosen over a
continuous range.
[0034] As seen in Fig. 5 and 9, a metallic work piece
18 having a peripheral surface 31 rotates about a rota-
tional axis A thereof in a rotational direction 24.
A groove 33 having a predetermined groove width equal
to the insert width 14, or the width of the main cutting
edge 11, is cut in the work piece 18 by moving the tool
1 in a feed direction 15 towards the rotational axis A of
the work piece 18. The groove width is equal to or sub-
stantially equal to the insert width 14. A tangential cutting
force 37 is directed towards or substantially towards the
machine interface 19. A radial cutting force 38 is directed
in an opposite direction relative to the feed direction 15.
In e.g. parting off or cutting off of a solid bar work piece
18, the feed of the grooving tool 1 continues such that
the main cutting edge 11 intersects or substantially inter-
sects the rotational axis A. Fig. 9 may show a situation
prior to the actual parting off, where the main cutting edge
11 have not yet intersected the rotational axis A, and
where a bottom surface 36 of the groove 33 connects
first and second side surfaces 34, 35 of the groove 33.
The first and second side surfaces 34, 35 of the groove
33 are perpendicular to the rotational axis A. A distance
between the first and second side surfaces 34, 35 is equal
to the insert width 14. During cutting, the main cutting
edge 11 is moved along a straight path towards the ro-
tational axis A. In Fig. 9, the insert 3 is completely inside

7 8 



EP 3 357 612 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the groove 33. During cutting, the second mid-plane 42
of the blade portion 2 moves closer to the rotational axis
A.
During cutting, the blade portion 2 is more elongated in
a first direction parallel to the tangential cutting force 37
than in a second direction, perpendicular to the tangential
cutting force 37 and perpendicular to the rotational axis A.
[0035] Reference is now made to Figs. 10-12, which
show a grooving tool 1 according to a second type. The
blade portion 2 is part of the grooving tool 1. In other
words, the blade portion 2 is permanently connected to
a rear portion of the grooving tool 1, which rear portion
comprises a coupling portion 32, which coupling portion
32 conical and is connectable to a machine interface 19.
The blade portion rear end 7 is thus not in the form of a
rear end surface, but rather in the form of a border sep-
arating the blade portion 2 having a blade width 13, and
a rear portion have a width greater than the blade width.
The blade portion 2 is thus not moveable in a tool block
as according to the first type. Thus, according to the sec-
ond type, the maximum grooving depth is fixed. The dis-
tance 16 from the fifth surface 6 to the opposite blade
portion end 7 is about 10 - 50 % greater than a distance
17 from the third surface 8 to the fourth surface 9. In all
other substantial aspects, the blade portion 2 is similar
to or identical to the blade portion according to the first
type. The insert 3 is identical to the insert 3 described
above. The grooving tool 2 can be used in the method
described above.
[0036] Reference is now made to Figs. 13-15, which
show a grooving tool 1 according to a third type. The
grooving tool 1 according to the third type differ to the
grooving tool 1 according to the second type only in that
the coupling portion is of shank type or square-shank
type. In other words, the coupling portion 32 is square
shaped or rectangular shaped in a cross section. The
coupling portion 32 may also have other shapes, depend-
ing on the configuration of the machine interface 19 to
which the coupling portion 32 is connected.
[0037] Reference is now made to Figs. 13-15, which
show a grooving tool portion according to a fourth type.
The grooving tool portion comprises a blade portion 2 as
described in type two and three. The grooving tool portion
is connectable to a second or rear or intermediate groov-
ing tool portion (not shown), which is connectable to a
machine interface 19.
[0038] As described, different types of grooving tools
may be used in order to perform the method. The skilled
person may find other grooving tools, comprising a blade
portion, which can be used in order to perform the meth-
od.
[0039] The machine tool (not shown) is preferably a
CNC machine, which can be instructed to perform the
described grooving or cutting operation by instructions
in a computer program, a computer readable medium or
a data stream.
[0040] In the present application, the use of terms such
as "including" is open-ended and is intended to have the

same meaning as terms such as "comprising" and not
preclude the presence of other structure, material, or
acts. Similarly, though the use of terms such as "can" or
"may" is intended to be open-ended and to reflect that
structure, material, or acts are not necessary, the failure
to use such terms is not intended to reflect that structure,
material, or acts are essential. To the extent that struc-
ture, material, or acts are presently considered to be es-
sential, they are identified as such. Terms such as "up-
per", "lower", "top", "bottom", "forward" and "rear" refer
to features as shown in the current drawings and as per-
ceived by the skilled person.

Claims

1. A method for cutting a groove of a predetermined
groove width in a work piece, comprising the steps of:

- providing a metallic work piece (18) having a
peripheral surface (31);
- providing a grooving tool (1) comprising a blade
portion (2) having a constant or substantially
constant blade width (13), and an insert (3) hav-
ing a maximum insert width (14) defined by a
main cutting edge (11);
- selecting the insert width (14) to be greater
than the blade width (13);
- connecting the grooving tool (1) to a machine
interface (19) of a machine tool;
- rotating the work piece (18) about a rotational
axis (A) thereof in a rotational direction (24);
- cutting a groove (33) in the work piece (18) by
moving the tool (1) in a feed direction (15) to-
wards the rotational axis (A) of the work piece
(18) such that the groove width is equal to or
substantially equal to the insert width (14) and
such that a tangential cutting force (37) is direct-
ed towards or substantially towards the machine
interface (19).

2. The method according to claim 1, including the fur-
ther step of moving the tool (1) such that the main
cutting edge (11) intersects or substantially inter-
sects the rotational axis (A).

3. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of moving the tool
(1) such that the main cutting edge (11) is moved
along a straight path towards the rotational axis (A).

4. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of cutting a groove
(33) such that first and second side surfaces (34, 35)
of the groove (33) is formed; such the first and sec-
ond side surfaces (34, 35) of the groove (33) are
perpendicular to the rotational axis (A) and such that
a distance between the first and second side surfac-
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es (34, 35) is equal to the insert width (14).

5. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of selecting the in-
sert (3) such that the insert (3) comprises a top sur-
face (26) and an opposite bottom surface (27), a front
surface (28) and an opposite rear surface (29), a first
side surface (39) and an opposite second side sur-
face (40);
positioning the insert (3) such that the front surface
(28) is facing the feed direction (15) and such that
the bottom surface (27) is facing the machine inter-
face (19);
arranging the insert (3) such that the main cutting
edge (11) is formed along an intersection between
the front surface (28) and the top surface (26);
and selecting the insert (3) such that a distance be-
tween the front surface (28) and the rear surface (29)
is less than a distance from the peripheral surface
(31) of the work piece (18) to the rotational axis (A).

6. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of moving the
grooving tool (1) such that the insert (3) is completely
inside the groove (33).

7. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of moving the
grooving tool (1) such that a second mid-plane (42)
of the blade portion (2) moves closer to the rotational
axis (A), wherein the second mid-plane (42) of the
blade portion (2) is equidistantly or substantially
equidistantly between the opposite third and fourth
surfaces (8, 9).

8. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of arranging the
grooving tool (1) such that the main cutting edge (11)
is parallel to or substantially parallel to the rotational
axis (A).

9. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further step of arranging the
grooving tool (1) such that the blade portion (2) is
more elongated in a first direction parallel to the tan-
gential cutting force (37) than in a second direction;
where the second direction is perpendicular to the
tangential cutting force (37) and perpendicular to the
rotational axis (A).

10. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further steps of selecting the
grooving tool (1) such that the blade portion (2) com-
prises:

- opposite first and second surfaces (4, 5),
wherein the blade width (13) is defined as a
shortest distance between the first and second

surfaces (4, 5);
- opposite third and fourth surfaces (8, 9);
- a fifth surface (6) and an opposite blade portion
end (7), wherein the blade width (13) is constant
or substantially constant from the fifth surface
(6) up to the blade portion end (7);
- an insert seat (10) separating the third surface
(8) and the fifth surface (6);

selecting the grooving tool such that the insert (3)
comprises a rake face (12), and a main clearance
surface (25);
positioning the insert (3) in the insert seat (10) such
that the main clearance surface (25) and the third
surface (8) are facing the same direction (15); and
arranging the blade portion (2) such that a shortest
distance (16) from the fifth surface (6) to the opposite
blade portion end (7) is greater than a shortest dis-
tance (17) from the third surface (8) to the fourth
surface (9).

11. The method according to anyone of the preceding
claims, including the further steps of selecting the
grooving tool (1) such that the grooving tool (1) com-
prises a coupling portion (32) suitable to be connect-
ed to a machine interface (19); and
connecting the coupling portion (32) to a machine
interface (19) of a machine tool.

12. An insert (3) for use in the method according to any
of the preceding claims.

13. A computer program having instructions which when
executed by a computer numerical control lathe
cause the computer numerical control lathe to per-
form the method according to anyone of the preced-
ing claims.

14. A computer readable medium having stored thereon
a computer program according to claim 12.

15. A data stream which is representative of a computer
program according to claim 12.
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