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(54) POWER GENERATION APPARATUS AND WIRELESS SWITCH

(57) A power generation apparatus can obtain an
amount of generated power required for desired signal
processing. A wireless switch includes a cover member,
a button member, a first plunger, a second plunger, a
trigger spring, a return spring, a shaft, a housing, and a
power generation module. An intermediate member con-
stituted of the first plunger, the second plunger, the trigger
spring, the return spring, and the shaft is connected be-
tween the button member and the power generation mod-
ule. The intermediate member prevents a position of the
shaft making contact with the power generating shaft of
the power generation module from changing, and causes
stress to build up in the trigger spring, until a movement
distance of the button member reaches a predetermined
distance. The intermediate member releases the stress
built up in the trigger spring and pushes the power gen-
eration shaft with the shaft using the released stress upon
the movement distance of the button member reaching
the predetermined distance.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2016-237418 filed December 7,
2016, the entire contents of which are incorporated here-
in by reference.

FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to a power gen-
eration apparatus that generates power according to an
operation made by an operator, and to a wireless switch
including the power generation apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Various types of wireless apparatuses are cur-
rently in practical use. JP H62-210343A and JP
2001-41545A disclose remote control apparatuses, for
example.
[0004] The remote control apparatuses disclosed in JP
H62-210343A and JP 2001-41545A send wireless sig-
nals according to operations made by an operator to a
main unit. Thus the remote control apparatuses disclosed
in JP H62-210343A and JP 2001-41545A require power
sources to transmit wireless signals.
[0005] A primary battery or a secondary battery is nor-
mally used as such a power source.
[0006] JP H62-210343A and JP 2001-41545A are ex-
amples of background art.
[0007] However, when a primary battery is used in a
remote control apparatus, the battery must be replaced
with a new primary battery once the discharge voltage
drops below the minimum voltage for actual use.
[0008] Likewise, when a secondary battery is used in
a remote control apparatus, the battery must be re-
charged once the discharge voltage drops below the min-
imum voltage for actual use.
[0009] Accordingly, an object of the present invention
is to provide a power generation apparatus capable of
obtaining an amount of generated power required for de-
sired signal processing without requiring the use of a pri-
mary battery or a secondary battery, and to provide a
wireless switch including such a power generation appa-
ratus.

SUMMARY

[0010] A power generation apparatus according to this
invention includes a button member, a power generation
module, and an intermediate member. The button mem-
ber is mounted in a housing, and is configured to move
in a first direction. The power generation module has a
power generating shaft that moves as the button member
moves, and is configured to generate power by the move-
ment of the power generating shaft. The intermediate

member is connected between the button member and
the power generating shaft.
[0011] The intermediate member includes a first bias-
ing member. The intermediate member prevents a posi-
tion of a part making contact with the power generating
shaft from changing, and causes stress to build up in the
first biasing member, until a movement distance of the
button member reaches a predetermined distance. The
intermediate member releases the stress built up in the
first biasing member and causes the part making contact
with the power generating shaft to move toward the power
generation module using the released stress upon the
movement distance of the button member reaching the
predetermined distance.
[0012] According to this configuration, the power gen-
erating shaft moves at a speed biased by the first biasing
member once the movement distance of the button mem-
ber reaches the predetermined distance, regardless of
the speed at which an operator pushes the button mem-
ber.
[0013] According to this invention, an amount of gen-
erated power required for desired signal processing can
be obtained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is an external perspective view of a wireless
switch according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 2 is side cross-sectional view of a power gen-
eration mechanism of the wireless switch according
to the embodiment of the present invention.
FIGS. 3A, 3C, and 3E are side views illustrating mul-
tiple states during a process of pushing in a button
member, whereas FIGS. 3B, 3D, and 3F are partial
enlarged side views corresponding to the states il-
lustrated in FIGS. 3A, 3C, and 3E, respectively.
FIGS. 4A, 4C, and 4E are side views illustrating mul-
tiple states during a process of the button member
returning, whereas FIGS. 4B, 4D, and 4F are partial
enlarged side views corresponding to the states il-
lustrated in FIGS. 4A, 4C, and 4E, respectively.
FIG. 5A is a graph illustrating a relationship between
a pushing speed and a movement speed of a power
generation shaft in the configuration according to the
present invention, and FIG. 5B is a graph illustrating
a relationship between a pushing speed and a move-
ment speed of a power generation shaft in a com-
parative example.
FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of the wireless switch ac-
cording to the embodiment of the present invention.
FIGS. 7A and 7B are diagrams illustrating the overall
configuration of a switch signal transmission system
using the wireless switch according to the present
invention.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating processing of the
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wireless switch according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] A power generation apparatus and a wireless
switch according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings. FIG.
1 is an external perspective view of the wireless switch
according to the embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is side cross-sectional view of a power generation
mechanism of the wireless switch according to the em-
bodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 3A, 3C, and 3E
are side views illustrating multiple states during a process
of pushing in a button member, whereas FIGS. 3B, 3D,
and 3F are partial enlarged side views corresponding to
the states illustrated in FIGS. 3A, 3C, and 3E, respec-
tively. FIGS. 4A, 4C, and 4E are side views illustrating
multiple states during a process of the button member
returning, whereas FIGS. 4B, 4D, and 4F are partial en-
larged side views corresponding to the states illustrated
in FIGS. 4A, 4C, and 4E, respectively.
[0016] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, a wireless switch
10 includes a cover member 20, a button member 30, a
first plunger 41, a second plunger 42, a trigger spring 51,
a return spring 52, a shaft 61, a housing 70, and a power
generation module 80. The first plunger 41, the second
plunger 42, the trigger spring 51, and the return spring
52 correspond to an "intermediate member" according
to the present invention. The trigger spring 51 corre-
sponds to a "first biasing member" according to the
present invention, and the return spring 52 corresponds
to a "second biasing member" according to the present
invention.
[0017] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the button member 30
is arranged on a surface 710 side of the housing 70. Side
surfaces of the button member 30 are covered by the
cover member 20. The surface 710 of the housing 70
includes a light-transmissive portion 74.
[0018] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the housing 70 includes
a support portion 71, a main body portion 72, and a pro-
jecting portion 73. The projecting portion 73 corresponds
to a "stopping member" according to the present inven-
tion.
[0019] The main body portion 72 has an outer shape
of a predetermined size. For example, as illustrated in
FIG. 1, the main body portion 72 has a substantially par-
allelepiped shape. The power generation module 80 is
provided within the main body portion 72. A hole 720
parallel to a first direction Dir1 is formed in the main body
portion 72, and communicates between a space contain-
ing the power generation module 80 and the exterior on
the surface 710 side.
[0020] The power generation module 80 includes a
power generation portion 801 and a power generation
shaft 802. The power generation shaft 802 is partially
inserted into a through-hole formed in the power gener-
ation portion 801. The power generation portion 801 pro-

duces electromotive force when the power generation
shaft 802 moves into the through-hole, or in other words,
when the amount by which the power generation shaft
802 is inserted into the through-hole changes. More spe-
cifically, the power generation module 80 uses electro-
magnetic induction. The amount of power generated
changes with the movement speed of the power gener-
ation shaft 802, such that more power is generated the
faster the movement speed is (see FIG. 5).
[0021] The power generation module 80 is arranged
within the housing 70 such that the power generation
shaft 802 is parallel to the first direction Dir1 (a direction
orthogonal to the surface 710 of the housing 70). One
end of the power generation shaft 802 in the direction in
which the power generation shaft 802 extends is inserted
into the hole 720.
[0022] Although not illustrated in the drawings, various
functional parts of the wireless switch (described later
with reference to FIG. 6) are also contained within the
main body portion 72.
[0023] The support portion 71 includes a fixed member
701 attached to the main body portion 72, and a first
member 711 and second member 712 arranged further
outward than the surface 710 of the housing 70.
[0024] The first member 711 is a hollow cylinder. The
first member 711 has a thick part and a thin part in an
axial direction of the hollow cylinder, with the thick part
arranged on the fixed member 701 side. The thick part
and the thin part have the same inner diameter. In other
words, the outer diameter of the thick part is greater than
the outer diameter of the thin part.
[0025] The second member 712 is a disk having an
opening in the center thereof. The second member 712
is arranged at an open face on the thick part side of the
first member 711. The diameter of the opening in the
second member 712 is smaller than the cylinder inner
diameter of the first member 711. The second member
712 is connected to the fixed member 701 by a hollow
cylindrical connecting part 713. The inner diameter of the
connecting part 713 is substantially the same as the di-
ameter of the opening in the second member 712.
[0026] An internal space of the first member 711, the
opening in the second member 712, an internal space of
the connecting part 713, and an opening in the fixed
member 701 communicate. The opening in the fixed
member 701 communicates with the hole 720 in the main
body portion 72.
[0027] The projecting portion 73 has a substantially
parallelepiped shape, is connected to a side surface of
the second member 712 on the side thereof where the
opening is formed in the center, and projects into the
opening in the center from that side surface. The project-
ing portion 73 is fixed to the second member 712. For
example, the projecting portion 73 is formed integrally
with the second member 712, and furthermore, the pro-
jecting portion 73 is formed integrally with the support
portion 71.
[0028] The cover member 20 is a hollow cylinder. The
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cover member 20 is arranged on an outer surface side
of the first member 711 of the support portion 71. An
inside surface of the cover member 20 is in contact with
an outside surface of the thick part of the first member
711. As a result, a groove that is circular when viewed in
plan view is formed between the inside surface of the
cover member 20 and the outside surface of the thin part
of the first member 711.
[0029] The button member 30 includes a surface mem-
ber 301, a center member 302, and a side surface mem-
ber 303. The surface member 301 is a disk, the center
member 302 is a circular pillar, and the side surface mem-
ber 303 is a hollow cylinder. The diameter of the center
member 302 is smaller than the diameter of the surface
member 301. The outer diameter of the side surface
member 303 is the same as the diameter of the surface
member 301, and the inner diameter of the side surface
member 303 is greater than the diameter of the center
member 302. The center member 302 and the side sur-
face member 303 make contact with a rear surface of
the surface member 301. The center member 302 is ar-
ranged in the center of the surface member 301 when
viewed in plan view. The side surface member 303 has
a shape that follows an outline (circumference) of the
surface member 301 when viewed in plan view. With this
shape, a cylindrical space having a predetermined thick-
ness is formed between the center member 302 and the
side surface member 303 on the rear surface side of the
surface member 301. The side surface member 303 fits
into a groove formed by the cover member 20 and the
thin part of the first member 711. The groove has a shape
that is deep in the first direction Dirl, and thus when the
surface member 301 is pushed in from the surface side,
the button member 30 moves in the first direction Dirl.
[0030] The first plunger 41 is arranged within a cylin-
drical space formed by the button member 30, the first
member 711, and the second member 712. The first
plunger 41 is a substantially hollow cylinder, and has a
thick part and a thin part in an axial direction of the hollow
cylinder. The axial direction of the first plunger 41 is par-
allel to the first direction Dirl.
[0031] The thick part is arranged on the button member
30 side, and the thin part is arranged on the housing 70
side (the second member 712 side). The inner diameter
of the thick part and the inner diameter of the thin part
are the same, whereas the outer diameter of the thick
part is greater than the outer diameter of the thin part.
[0032] The surface of the thick part on the button mem-
ber 30 side is in contact with the rear surface of the sur-
face member 301 of the button member 30. An outside
surface of the thick part is in contact with an inside surface
of the first member 711.
[0033] The first plunger 41 includes a cam-use projec-
tion 411 that projects inward (toward the center of the
hollow cylinder) at a predetermined position in the axial
direction.
[0034] The second plunger 42 is arranged throughout
a cylindrical space formed by the button member 30, the

first member 711, and the second member 712, within
the opening in the second member 712, and the internal
space of the connecting part 713. The second plunger
42 is a substantially hollow cylinder, and has a thick part
and a thin part in an axial direction of the hollow cylinder.
The axial direction of the second plunger 42 is parallel
to the first direction Dirl.
[0035] The thin part is arranged on the button member
30 side, and the thick part is arranged on the housing 70
side (the second member 712 side). The inner diameter
of the thick part and the inner diameter of the thin part
are the same, whereas the outer diameter of the thick
part is greater than the outer diameter of the thin part.
[0036] The thick part is arranged throughout the cylin-
drical space formed by the button member 30, the first
member 711, and the second member 712, within the
opening in the second member 712, and the internal
space of the connecting part 713.
[0037] A groove 420 is formed in a region of the thick
part that overlaps the second member 712 in the first
direction Dir1, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. The groove
420 has a shape that is recessed from the outside surface
of the thick part and extends in the circumferential direc-
tion. The width (length in a direction orthogonal to the
circumferential direction) and depth of the groove 420
are set to dimensions such that the projecting portion 73
of the housing 70 can fit within the groove 420.
[0038] Furthermore, a recessed part 421 is formed in
the thick part, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. The re-
cessed part 421 communicates with the groove 420 and
is formed in a predetermined position in the circumfer-
ential direction. The recessed part 421 is formed having
a size such that the projecting portion 73 can fit into the
recessed part 421.
[0039] A part of the thin part on the side opposite from
the side connected to the thick part is arranged between
the center member 302 of the button member 30 and the
first plunger 41. The outside surface of the part of the
thin part arranged between the center member 302 and
the first plunger 41 is in contact with the inside surface
of the first plunger 41. A cam-use groove 412 is formed
in the thin part. The cam-use groove 412 is formed pass-
ing through the thin part, at a predetermined angle that
is neither parallel nor at a right angle to the axial direction,
such as 45°. The aforementioned cam-use projection 411
of the first plunger 41 fits into this cam-use groove 412.
This forms a cam 400 that transforms movement of the
first plunger 41 along the first direction Dirl into movement
of the second plunger 42 in the circumferential direction.
[0040] The trigger spring 51 has a spiral shape. The
trigger spring 51 is arranged within a cylindrical space
formed by the first plunger 41, the second plunger 42,
the first member 711, and the second member 712. The
center axis of the spiral-shaped trigger spring 51 is par-
allel to the first direction Dirl. One end of the trigger spring
51 is fixed to the first plunger 41, and the other end is in
contact with the surface of an outcropping in the second
plunger 42, corresponding to a boundary between the
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thick part and the thin part of the second plunger 42.
[0041] The return spring 52 has a spiral shape. The
return spring 52 is arranged within a cylindrical space
formed by the first plunger 41, the second plunger 42,
the first member 711, and the second member 712. The
center axis of the spiral-shaped return spring 52 is parallel
to the first direction Dirl. One end of the return spring 52
is fixed to the first plunger 41, and the other end is ar-
ranged on the inner side of, and is in contact with, a return
spring groove formed in the second member 712.
[0042] The shaft 61 has a base part and a shaft part,
where the base part is a disk and the shaft part is a circular
pillar. The base part is fixed to an end surface of the
second plunger 42 on the side opposite from the first
plunger 41, or in other words, on the housing 70 side (the
power generation module 80 side). The shaft part
projects toward the housing 70 from the end surface of
the second plunger 42 on the housing 70 side, and the
direction in which the shaft part extends in parallel to the
first direction Dirl. Part of the shaft part in the direction in
which the shaft part extends is inserted into the hole 720
in the main body portion 72. A tip of the shaft part is in
contact with an end part of the power generation shaft
802.
[0043] The wireless switch 10 configured in this man-
ner generates power through the actions illustrated in
FIGS. 3 and 4.

Power Generation During Button Operation

[0044] Power generation action when the button is op-
erated will be described with reference to FIGS. 3A to 3F.
[0045] As illustrated in FIGS. 3A and 3B, when an op-
erator (a finger FG in FIG. 3A, for example) pushes the
button member 30 in, the button member 30 moves in
the first direction Dirl toward the housing 70 in accord-
ance with the pushed amount. At this time, the projecting
portion 73 of the housing 70 is in a location of the groove
420 in the second plunger 42 that does not communicate
with the recessed part 421. Thus even if the button mem-
ber 30 moves in the first direction Dirl, the second plunger
42 does not move in the first direction Dirl. Accordingly,
the shaft 61 also does not move in the first direction Dirl
and does not push in the power generation shaft 802.
[0046] Because the button member 30 moves in the
first direction Dirl but the second plunger 42 does not
move, the distance between the button member 30 and
the second plunger 42 in the first direction Dirl decreases.
The first plunger 41 is in contact with the button member
30, and thus the first plunger 41 also moves in the first
direction Dirl as the button member 30 moves. The dis-
tance between the first plunger 41 and the second plung-
er 42 in the first direction Dirl thus decreases.
[0047] Here, because the cam 400 is provided as de-
scribed above, the second plunger 42 rotates, with the
first direction Dirl serving as the axis of rotation, in re-
sponse to the first plunger 41 moving in the first direction
Dirl. The projecting portion 73 moves in the circumferen-

tial direction within the groove 420 as a result.
[0048] Furthermore, when the first plunger 41 moves
in the first direction Dirl and the distance between the
first plunger 41 and the second plunger 42 decreases,
compressive stress builds up in the trigger spring 51. At
this time, the distance between the first plunger 41 and
the second member 712 also decreases, and thus stress
builds up in the return spring 52 as well.
[0049] Next, as illustrated in FIGS. 3C and 3D, when
the operator (the finger FG in FIG. 3C, for example) push-
es the button member 30 further in, the button member
30 moves further in the first direction Dirl toward the hous-
ing 70 in accordance with the pushed amount. At this
time, the projecting portion 73 of the housing 70 is par-
tially in a location of the groove 420 in the second plunger
42 that communicates with the recessed part 421, but
the projecting portion 73 is not completely contained with-
in the recessed part 421. Thus even if the button member
30 moves in the first direction Dirl, the second plunger
42 does not move in the first direction Dirl. Accordingly,
the shaft 61 also does not move in the first direction Dirl
and does not push in the power generation shaft 802.
[0050] The second plunger 42 rotates further, with the
first direction Dir1 serving as the axis of rotation. The
projecting portion 73 moves further in the circumferential
direction within the groove 420 as a result. Additionally,
the distance between the first plunger 41 and the second
plunger 42 decreases further, and thus more compres-
sive stress builds up in the trigger spring 51. At this time,
the distance between the first plunger 41 and the second
member 712 also decreases further, and thus more
stress builds up in the return spring 52 as well.
[0051] Next, as illustrated in FIGS. 3E and 3F, when
the operator (the finger FG in FIG. 3E, for example) push-
es the button member 30 further in, the button member
30 moves further in the first direction Dirl toward the hous-
ing 70 in accordance with the pushed amount. Due to
this movement, the second plunger 42 rotates further,
and the projecting portion 73 aligns with the location of
the groove 420 that communicates with the recessed part
421. The projecting portion 73 is thus not in contact with
a wall surface of the groove 420 on the first plunger 41
side.
[0052] As described above, compressive stress acts
in the trigger spring 51. Thus the stress in the trigger
spring 51 is released when the projecting portion 73 sep-
arates from the wall surface of the groove 420 on the first
plunger 41 side.
[0053] The button member 30 is being pushed by the
operator, and thus a force produced by the trigger spring
51 expanding when the stress is released acts on the
movement of the second plunger 42. The second plunger
42 moves toward the housing 70 as a result. As the sec-
ond plunger 42 moves, the shaft 61 moves in the direction
of the power generation shaft 802 and pushes in the pow-
er generation shaft 802. The power generation module
80 generates power as a result.
[0054] Here, the movement of the power generation
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shaft 802 arises due to the force produced by the trigger
spring 51, and the expansion of the trigger spring 51 is
produced instantly by the projecting portion 73 being con-
tained in the recessed part 421. The movement speed
of the power generation shaft 802 is thus constant, re-
gardless of the speed at which the operator pushes the
button. The power generation module 80 can thus gen-
erate power in a stable manner.
[0055] Furthermore, the movement of the second
plunger 42 is biased by the trigger spring 51, and the
release of the stress in the trigger spring 51 produced by
this bias is instant, so that the power generation shaft
802 moves quickly. The amount of power generated by
the power generation module 80 can therefore be in-
creased.
[0056] FIG. 5A is a graph illustrating a relationship be-
tween the pushing speed and the movement speed of
the power generation shaft in the configuration according
to the present invention, and FIG. 5B is a graph illustrating
a relationship between the pushing speed and the move-
ment speed of a power generation shaft in a comparative
example. The comparative example is a configuration in
which a trigger spring is not used, and the movement
speed of the power generating shaft changes depending
on the pushing speed of the button member.
[0057] In the comparative example, the movement
speed of the power generating shaft changes as the
pushing speed of the button member changes, as illus-
trated in FIG. 5B. In other words, the amount of power
generated changes as the pushing speed of the button
member changes.
[0058] However, according to the configuration of the
present invention, the movement speed of the power
generating shaft does not change even if the pushing
speed of the button member changes, and thus a stable
amount of power is generated, as illustrated in FIG. 5A.
Furthermore, the movement speed of the power gener-
ating shaft is increased by the bias of the trigger spring
51, which increases the amount of power generated.
[0059] Thus by using the configuration of the present
embodiment, a large amount of power can be generated
in a stable manner, regardless of the pushing speed, as
long as the button is pushed in by a predetermined
amount.

Power Generation when Button Returns

[0060] Power generation action when the button re-
turns will be described with reference to FIGS. 4A to 4F.
[0061] As illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the projecting
portion 73 remains contained within the recessed part
421 while the operator (the finger FG in FIG. 4A, for ex-
ample) is pushing the button member 30.
[0062] Next, as illustrated in FIGS. 4C and 4D, when
the operator stops pushing the button member 30, the
stress acting in the return spring 52 is released, and the
button member 30, the first plunger 41, and the second
plunger 42 move away from the housing 70 (that is, in a

second direction Dir2, which is the direction opposite
from the first direction Dir1). The projecting portion 73
moves from the recessed part 421 into the groove 420
as a result.
[0063] Here, when the second plunger 42 moves, the
shaft 61 also moves in the second direction Dir2, and the
power generation shaft 802 moves as well. The power
generation module 80 can therefore generate power dur-
ing the return as well. Furthermore, the amount of power
generated during the return can be increased by the bias
of the return spring 52.
[0064] Next, as illustrated in FIGS. 4E and 4F, the but-
ton member 30, the first plunger 41, and the second
plunger 42 move further in the second direction Dir2 due
to the stress in the return spring 52. The above-described
cam 400 is provided, and thus at this time, the second
plunger 42 rotates in the opposite direction from when
the button was pushed. The button returns to its steady
state as a result.
[0065] Thus using the configuration according to the
present embodiment makes it possible to generate power
both when the button member 30 is pushed and when
the button member 30 returns.
[0066] The wireless switch 10 having such a power
generation mechanism has the circuit configuration illus-
trated in FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of the wireless
switch according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0067] The wireless switch 10 includes the power gen-
eration module 80, a rectifying unit 81, a storage unit 82,
a notification unit 83, an RF module 84, and an antenna
85.
[0068] The power generation module 80 is realized by
the above-described configuration. The power genera-
tion module 80 is connected to the storage unit 82, the
notification unit 83, and the RF module 84 via the recti-
fying unit 81.
[0069] The rectifying unit 81 is constituted of, for ex-
ample, a rectifying device such as a diode connected to
a signal line on the side opposite from a ground line. The
rectifying unit 81 rectifies power (voltage, current) gen-
erated by the power generation module 80. Note that the
rectifying unit 81 may be constituted of a half-wave rec-
tifying circuit or a diode bridge circuit such as a full-wave
rectifying circuit.
[0070] The storage unit 82 includes a capacitor 821.
The storage unit 82 stores the power rectified by the rec-
tifying unit 81.
[0071] The RF module 84 is electrified by the power
generated by the power generation module 80, and using
this electrification as a trigger, sends a switch signal to
the exterior via the antenna 85. The "switch signal" is a
signal indicating that the button member 30 has been
pushed. The signal can be used a signal of a push-button
switch in a factory automation (FA) system, for example.
[0072] Accordingly, the wireless switch 10 according
to the present embodiment can send the switch signal
using the power generated by the pushing action of the
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switch, rather than using a primary battery or a secondary
battery. At this time, the wireless switch 10 can generate
a large amount of power in a stable manner as described
above, and thus an amount of power required to send
the switch signal can be reliably ensured. The wireless
switch 10 can therefore transmit the switch signal in a
reliable manner.
[0073] Furthermore, the wireless switch 10 has the fol-
lowing configuration for the notification unit 83.
[0074] The notification unit 83 includes a light emission
module 830 and switching elements 834, 835, and 836.
The light emission module 830 includes a plurality of light-
emitting elements 831, 832, and 833. The light-emitting
elements 831, 832, and 833 have different light emission
states. For example, the light-emitting elements 831,
832, and 833 are light-emitting diodes that emit different
colors of light. The switching elements 834, 835, and 836
are transistors, for example. In the notification unit 83,
the lighting of the light-emitting elements 831, 832, and
833 is controlled by control signals issued to the switching
elements 834, 835, and 836 from the RF module 84. For
example, when an "on" control signal is inputted to the
switching element 834, the switching element 834 con-
ducts and the light-emitting element 831 lights. Likewise,
when an "on" control signal is inputted to the switching
element 835, the switching element 835 conducts and
the light-emitting element 832 lights; and when an "on"
control signal is inputted to the switching element 836,
the switching element 836 conducts and the light-emitting
element 833 lights. The light emitted from the light-emit-
ting elements 831, 832, and 833 propagates to the exte-
rior through the light-transmissive portion 74 in the hous-
ing 70 (see FIG. 1). This enables the operator to check
the emitted light. The voltage driving the light-emitting
elements 831, 832, and 833 at this time is supplied from
the storage unit 82.
[0075] With this configuration, the wireless switch 10
can realize the following actions. FIGS. 7A and 7B are
diagrams illustrating the overall configuration of a switch
signal transmission system using the wireless switch ac-
cording to the present invention. FIG. 7A illustrates a sys-
tem including a wireless switch and a base station,
whereas FIG. 7B illustrates a system including a wireless
switch, a repeater, and a base station.
[0076] The system illustrated in FIG. 7A includes the
wireless switch 10 and a base station 91. The wireless
switch 10 has the above-described mechanical and cir-
cuit configuration. The base station 91 includes a main
unit 911 and an antenna 912. The main unit 911 is con-
nected to a network of an FA system or the like by a
communication cable 900 such as a LAN cable.
[0077] Upon being pushed by an operator, the wireless
switch 10 transmits a switch signal Ssw. The antenna
912 of the base station 91 receives the switch signal Ssw,
and the main unit 911 of the base station 91 transmits a
signal indicating the reception of the switch signal Ssw
to a predetermined device on the network (a Program-
mable Logic Controller (PLC), for example) via the com-

munication cable 900.
[0078] The main unit 911 generates a reception con-
firmation signal Srv and transmits that signal via the an-
tenna 912. At this time, the main unit 911 sets reception
state data in the reception confirmation signal Srv. The
"reception state data" is set on the basis of a signal
strength Issw of the switch signal Ssw at the time of re-
ception by the base station 91, and different details are
set for when the signal strength Issw is greater than or
equal to a strength threshold and when the signal
strength Issw is less than the strength threshold. For ex-
ample, if the signal strength Issw is greater than or equal
to the strength threshold, a bit of the reception state data
is set to 0, whereas if the signal strength Issw is less than
the strength threshold, the bit of the reception state data
is set to 1. The signal strength Issw is detected by the
main unit 911 when the switch signal Ssw is received.
[0079] The wireless switch 10 receives the reception
confirmation signal Srv. The wireless switch 10 executes
control of the notification unit 83 in accordance with
whether or not a signal strength Isrv of the reception con-
firmation signal Srv is greater than or equal to a strength
threshold and the details (bit) of the reception state data.
Specifically, the RF module 84 of the wireless switch 10
selectively causes one of the light-emitting elements 831,
832, and 833 to light in accordance with whether or not
the signal strength Isrv of the reception confirmation sig-
nal Srv is greater than or equal to the strength threshold
and the details (bit) of the reception state data.
[0080] To be even more specific, the wireless switch
10 executes the following processing. If the signal
strength Isrv of the reception confirmation signal Srv is
greater than or equal to the strength threshold and the
bit of the reception state data is 0, the RF module 84
causes the light-emitting element 831 to light but does
not cause the light-emitting elements 832 and 833 to light.
If the signal strength Isrv of the reception confirmation
signal Srv is less than the strength threshold or the bit of
the reception state data is 1, the RF module 84 causes
the light-emitting element 832 to light but does not cause
the light-emitting elements 831 and 833 to light. Further-
more, the RF module 84 measures the time from when
the switch signal Ssw is transmitted, and if the reception
confirmation signal Srv is not received within a predeter-
mined amount of time following the start of the measure-
ment (that is, following the transmission of the switch
signal Ssw), causes the light-emitting element 833 to light
but does not cause the light-emitting elements 831 and
832 to light.
[0081] By executing such processing, the operator can
reliably ascertain whether or not the base station 91 has
received the switch signal Ssw. Furthermore, the oper-
ator can ascertain whether the strength of the wireless
signal is greater than or equal to a predetermined signal
strength, or in other words, the reliability of the wireless
communication.
[0082] By including the above-described power gen-
eration module 80 and storage unit 82, the wireless
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switch 10 can receive the reception confirmation signal
Srv and control the notification unit 83 without using a
primary battery or a secondary battery.
[0083] Processing performed by the wireless switch
10, including such processing performed by the RF mod-
ule 84, can be realized through the flow illustrated in FIG.
8. FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating processing of the wire-
less switch according to the embodiment of the present
invention.
[0084] By having the above-described configuration,
the wireless switch 10 generates and stores power
through switch operations (the action of the button mem-
ber 30 being pushed) (S11).
[0085] The RF module 84 of the wireless switch 10 is
started by this generated power (S12). The RF module
84 transmits the switch signal Ssw in response to being
started (S13). The RF module 84 starts measuring time
when the switch signal Ssw is transmitted (S14).
[0086] If the measured time has reached a timeout time
(S15: YES), the RF module 84 causes third-color light to
be emitted by causing the light-emitting element 833 to
emit light (S21). If the measured time has not reached
the timeout time (S15: NO), the RF module 84 enters a
state of standing by for the reception of the reception
confirmation signal Srv. If the reception confirmation sig-
nal Srv has not been received (S16: NO), the RF module
84 continues measuring time.
[0087] Once the reception confirmation signal Srv is
received (S16: YES), the RF module 84 detects the signal
strength Isrv. If the signal strength Isrv is less than the
strength threshold (S17: NO), the RF module 84 causes
second-color light to be emitted by causing the light-emit-
ting element 832 to emit light (S20). If the signal strength
Isrv is greater than or equal to the strength threshold
(S17: YES), the RF module 84 demodulates the recep-
tion state data.
[0088] If the reception state data is normal (that is, if
the aforementioned bit of the reception state data is 0),
the RF module 84 causes first-color light to be emitted
by causing the light-emitting element 831 to emit light
(S19). However, if the reception state data is not normal
(that is, if the aforementioned bit of the reception state
data is 1), the RF module 84 causes the second-color
light to be emitted by causing the light-emitting element
832 to emit light (S20).
[0089] The above-described processing can also be
implemented in a situation where a repeater 92 is includ-
ed, as illustrated in FIG. 7B. The system illustrated in
FIG. 7B includes the wireless switch 10, the base station
91, and the repeater 92. The repeater 92 includes a main
unit 921 and an antenna 922.
[0090] Upon being pushed by an operator, the wireless
switch 10 transmits a switch signal Ssw. The antenna
922 of the repeater 92 receives the switch signal Ssw,
and the main unit 921 detects the reception signal
strength Issw. The main unit 921 generates the reception
state data, in the same manner as the base station 91
described above, on the basis of the signal strength Issw.

The main unit 921 generates a repeater switch signal
Ssw1 including the reception state data, and transmits
that signal from the antenna 922.
[0091] The antenna 912 of the base station 91 receives
the repeater switch signal Ssw1, and the main unit 911
detects a reception signal strength Issw1. The main unit
911 updates the reception state data, according to the
same principle as the base station 91 described above,
on the basis of the signal strength Issw1. The main unit
911 generates the reception confirmation signal Srv in-
cluding the reception state data, and transmits that signal
from the antenna 912. The updated reception state data
is used in the reception confirmation signal Srv.
[0092] The antenna 922 of the repeater 92 receives
the reception confirmation signal Srv, and the main unit
921 detects the reception signal strength Isrv. The main
unit 921 updates the reception state data, according to
the same principle as the base station 91 described
above, on the basis of the signal strength Isrv. The main
unit 921 generates a repeater reception confirmation sig-
nal Srv1 including the updated reception state data, and
transmits that signal from the antenna 922.
[0093] The wireless switch 10 receives the repeater
reception confirmation signal Srv1. The wireless switch
10 executes control of the notification unit 83 as de-
scribed above in accordance with whether or not a signal
strength Isrv1 of the repeater reception confirmation sig-
nal Srv1 is greater than or equal to the strength threshold
and the details (bit) of the reception state data.
[0094] By executing such processing, the operator can
reliably ascertain whether or not the base station 91 has
received the switch signal Ssw, even with wireless com-
munication through the repeater 92. Furthermore, the op-
erator can ascertain whether the strength of the wireless
signal is greater than or equal to a predetermined signal
strength, or in other words, the reliability of the wireless
communication.
[0095] The foregoing describes a configuration in
which the power generating shaft is moved at a constant
speed that is unaffected by the power generating shaft,
by the movement of the projecting portion 73 relative to
the groove 420 and the recessed part 421 of the second
plunger 42 and the action and bias of the trigger spring
51. However, the above-described power generation
mechanism can also be realized using a configuration in
which a mechanism that does not move the shaft 61 (the
power generation shaft 802) until a predetermined push-
ing amount (for example, a mechanism that temporarily
stops the movement on the basis of the engagement of
one structure with another structure) and a mechanism
that produces a predetermined bias upon the predeter-
mined pushing amount being reached and then moves
the shaft 61 (the power generation shaft 802) (for exam-
ple, a mechanism that uses air pressure or the like) are
arranged between the button member and a power gen-
eration module as intermediate members.
[0096] Furthermore, although the foregoing describes
a configuration including the return spring 52, it is accept-
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able for the trigger spring 51 to be included at the mini-
mum. However, including the return spring 52 is useful
because the return spring 52 improves the rate of power
generation.
[0097] Furthermore, although the foregoing describes
a situation in which the light-emitting elements emit dif-
ferent colors of light, patterns of light emission may be
varied instead. In this case, a minimum of only one light-
emitting element is necessary.
[0098] Furthermore, although the foregoing describes
using light-emitting elements as the notification unit, the
operator may be notified in a different way instead. For
example, a sound-emitting element such as a buzzer can
be used as the notification unit. Multiple types of elements
can be used for the notification as well. For example,
sound and light may be used. However, light-emitting
elements using light-emitting diodes consume little pow-
er can be emit light with a small amount of power, and
are thus more useful in the configuration described in the
present embodiment.
[0099] Furthermore, although the foregoing describes
using generated power to transmit and receive switch
signals, the generated power can be used in other signal
processing as well. For example, a power generating unit
having the above-described configuration may be pro-
vided, and power generated by the power generating unit
can also be used to transmit signals including various
types of stored information and the like.

Claims

1. A power generation apparatus comprising:

a button member, mounted in a housing, con-
figured to move in a first direction;
a power generation module, having a power
generating shaft that moves as the button mem-
ber moves, configured to generate power by the
movement of the power generating shaft; and
an intermediate member connected between
the button member and the power generating
shaft,
wherein the intermediate member:

includes a first biasing member;
prevents a position of a part making contact
with the power generating shaft from chang-
ing, and causes stress to build up in the first
biasing member, until a movement distance
of the button member reaches a predeter-
mined distance; and
releases the stress built up in the first bias-
ing member and causes the part making
contact with the power generating shaft to
move toward the power generation module
using the released stress upon the move-
ment distance of the button member reach-

ing the predetermined distance.

2. The power generation apparatus according to claim
1,
wherein the first biasing member is a trigger spring
having a spiral shape;
the intermediate member includes:

a first plunger that makes contact with a power
generation module side of the button member,
the first plunger configured to move in the first
direction as the button member moves in the
first direction;
the trigger spring, arranged on a power gener-
ation module side of the first plunger, one end
of the trigger spring making contact with the first
plunger and another end of the trigger spring
making contact with the second plunger;
a second plunger, arranged between the first
plunger and the power generation module, con-
figured to engage with the first plunger and move
in the first direction, and configured to rotate with
the first direction serving as an axis of rotation;
and
a shaft, fixed to a power generation module side
of the second plunger, that makes contact with
the power generating shaft; and
the second plunger includes:

a groove, formed along a direction of the
rotation, a stopping member connected to
the housing moving within the groove; and
a recessed part that communicates with the
groove, is recessed in a direction of the first
plunger, and has a shape into which the
stopping member fits.

3. The power generation apparatus according to claim
1 or 2,
wherein the intermediate member includes a second
biasing member arranged between the button mem-
ber and the housing, the second biasing member
configured to bias in a second direction that is a di-
rection opposite from the first direction.

4. The power generation apparatus according to claim
3,
wherein the second biasing member is a return
spring having a spiral shape.

5. A wireless switch comprising:

the power generation apparatus according to
any one of claims 1 to 4; and
an RF module, connected to the power gener-
ation apparatus, configured to transmit a switch
signal using power generated by the power gen-
eration apparatus.
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6. The wireless switch according to claim 5, further
comprising:

a notification unit configured to operate using
power generated by the power generation ap-
paratus,
wherein the RF module controls the notification
unit in one or more notification states according
to a strength or details of a reception state signal
corresponding to the switch signal.

7. The wireless switch according to claim 6, further
comprising:

a storage unit configured to store power gener-
ated by the power generation apparatus,
wherein the RF module receives the reception
state signal using power supplied from the stor-
age unit.

8. The wireless switch according to claim 7,
wherein power for the notification unit is supplied by
the storage unit.
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