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(57) Power systems are disclosed. The power sys-
tem may include a turbine component of a gas turbine
system, and a computing device(s) in communication
with the power plant. The computing device(s) may be
configured to control the power plant system by perform-
ing various processes including defining a turbine inlet
temperature range for a combustion gas flowing through
the turbine component of the gas turbine system. The
turbine inlet temperature range may be based on a de-

sired operational load for the power plant system. The
processes performed by the computing device(s) may
also include determining fuel and maintenance cost rang-
es based on the turbine inlet temperature range, calcu-
lating a desired turbine inlet temperature range for the
combustion gas based on the determined fuel and main-
tenance cost range, and adjusting an actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas to be within the cal-
culated, desired turbine inlet temperature range.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The disclosure relates generally to power sys-
tems, and more particularly, to reducing operational costs
for gas turbine system and/or power plants while main-
taining a desired load or power output.
[0002] Power systems typically include a variety of dif-
ferent turbomachines and/or systems that are used to
generate operational load and/or power output. Two con-
ventional power systems used to generate operational
loads include gas turbine systems and combined cycle
power plants, which typically include a gas turbine sys-
tem(s). Conventional combined cycle power plants em-
ploy one or multiple gas turbine system(s) operatively
coupled to one or multiple steam turbine system(s). The
gas turbine system includes a compressor coupled to a
gas turbine. The gas turbine is usually coupled to and
drives an external component, such as a generator, for
producing a load or power output. The steam turbine sys-
tem includes a high pressure (HP) turbine portion oper-
atively coupled to an intermediate pressure (IP) turbine
portion that, in turn, is coupled to a low pressure (LP)
turbine. Similar to the gas turbine of the gas turbine sys-
tem, the HP, IP and LP turbines are employed to drive
an external component (e.g., generator). In a typical com-
bined cycle power plant, exhaust gas from the gas turbine
is passed to a heat recovery steam generator (HRSG),
which may be used to reheat and provide steam to the
various turbines of the steam turbine system for en-
hanced efficiency of the system and/or power plant.
Downstream of the HRSG the exhaust gas is released
to the atmosphere through a stack.
[0003] Various operational parameters and operation-
al concepts (e.g. bypass, speed, throttle and the like)
influence the operation of conventional power systems
(e.g., gas turbine systems, combined cycle power
plants). For example, the operational parameters and/or
characteristics (e.g., maximum hot gas temperature,
maximum rotational shaft speed, maximum mass flow
for steam, and so on) of the power system and its various
components (e.g., compressor, gas turbine, HP/IP/LP
turbines) may determine the operational life and/or max-
imum operational load and/or power output that conven-
tional power systems are capable of producing. As such,
the conventional operation conditions and/or operational
load for conventional power systems are typically prede-
termined based on the operational parameters, concepts
and/or characteristics of power systems, and its compo-
nents, to improve the operational life, power output and
efficiency of the power systems. In some conventional
examples, conventional power systems may even in-
clude various stages or fixed operational lines (e.g., low,
intermediate, high), where each line may produce or gen-
erate different operational loads based on changes to
the operation conditions of the power system and its var-
ious components. For example, the high operational line

may generate a larger operational load than the interme-
diate or low operational line by increasing the turbine
outlet temperature in the power systems.
[0004] However, these conventional power systems
(e.g., gas turbine systems, combined cycle power plants)
and/or operational conditions and/or control of the power
systems do not take into consideration costs associated
with operating the power system. For example, determin-
ing the operation conditions and more important control
settings of conventional power systems typically do not
include considering and/or analyzing fuel costs for a gas
turbine system and/or the maintenance costs of compo-
nents of the power systems. As such, in some examples,
changes to the operation concept of conventional power
systems, while generating a larger or the same opera-
tional load, may significantly increase costs associated
with the operation of the power plant.

SUMMARY

[0005] A first aspect of the disclosure provides a sys-
tem, including: a power plant system including: a turbine
component of a gas turbine system; and at least one
computing device in communication with the power plant
system, the at least one computing device configured to
control the power plant system by performing processes
including: defining a turbine inlet temperature range for
a combustion gas flowing through the turbine component
of the gas turbine system, the turbine inlet temperature
range based on a desired operational load for the power
plant system; determining a fuel cost range based on the
turbine inlet temperature range; determining a mainte-
nance cost range based on the turbine inlet temperature
range; calculating a desired turbine inlet temperature
range for the combustion gas flowing through the turbine
component of the gas turbine system based on the de-
termined fuel cost range and the determined mainte-
nance cost range; and adjusting an actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component to be within the calculated, desired
turbine inlet temperature range for the combustion gas
flowing through the turbine component.
[0006] A second aspect of the disclosure provides a
computer program product including program code,
which when executed by at least one computing device,
causes the at least one computing device to control a
power plant system including a turbine component of a
gas turbine system, by performing processes including:
defining a turbine inlet temperature range for a combus-
tion gas flowing through the turbine component of the
gas turbine system, the turbine inlet temperature range
based on a desired operational load for the power plant
system; determining a fuel cost range based on the tur-
bine inlet temperature range; determining a maintenance
cost range based on the turbine inlet temperature range;
calculating a desired turbine inlet temperature range for
the combustion gas flowing through the turbine compo-
nent of the gas turbine system based on the determined
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fuel cost range and the determined maintenance cost
range; and adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature
of the combustion gas flowing through the turbine com-
ponent to be within the calculated, desired turbine inlet
temperature range for the combustion gas flowing
through the turbine component.
[0007] A third aspect of the disclosure provides a sys-
tem including: a gas turbine system including a turbine
component; and at least one computing device in com-
munication with the gas turbine system, the at least one
computing device configured to control the gas turbine
system by performing processes including: defining a tur-
bine inlet temperature range for a combustion gas flowing
through the turbine component of the gas turbine system,
the turbine inlet temperature range based on a desired
operational load for the gas turbine system; determining
a fuel cost range based on the turbine inlet temperature
range; determining a maintenance cost range based on
the turbine inlet temperature range; calculating a desired
turbine inlet temperature range for the combustion gas
flowing through the turbine component of the gas turbine
system based on the determined fuel cost range and the
determined maintenance cost range; and adjusting an
actual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
flowing through the turbine component to be within the
calculated, desired turbine inlet temperature range for
the combustion gas flowing through the turbine compo-
nent.
[0008] The illustrative aspects of the present disclo-
sure are designed to solve the problems herein described
and/or other problems not discussed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] These and other features of this disclosure will
be more readily understood from the following detailed
description of the various aspects of the disclosure taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings that de-
pict various embodiments of the disclosure, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic depiction of a combined
cycle power plant system including a gas turbine sys-
tem, a steam turbine system and a control system,
according to various embodiments.

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart of an example process for
controlling operation of a combined cycle power
plant using a control system, according to embodi-
ments.

FIG. 3 shows an example Fuel Cost (per operational
hour) v. Turbine Inlet Temperature (TIT) graph for
operation of the gas turbine system of the combined
cycle power plant shown in FIG. 1, according to em-
bodiments.

FIG. 4 shows an example Maintenance Cost (per
operational hour) v. Turbine Inlet Temperature (TIT)

graph for operation of the gas turbine system of the
combined cycle power plant shown in FIG. 1, accord-
ing to embodiments.

FIG. 5 shows an example Fuel and Maintenance
Cost (per operational hour) v. Turbine Inlet Temper-
ature (TIT) graph for operation of the gas turbine
system of the combined cycle power plant shown in
FIG. 1, according to embodiments.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic depiction of a gas turbine
system and a control system, according to various
embodiments.

FIG. 7 shows an example Fuel Cost (per operational
hour) v. Turbine Inlet Temperature (TIT) graph for
operation of the gas turbine system shown in FIG.
6, according to embodiments.

FIG. 8 shows an example Fuel and Maintenance
Cost (per operational hour) v. Turbine Inlet Temper-
ature (TIT) graph for operation of the gas turbine
system shown in FIG. 6, according to embodiments.

FIG. 9 shows an environment including a control sys-
tem for controlling the combined cycle power plant
of FIG. 1 and/or the gas turbine system of FIG. 6,
according to embodiments.

[0010] It is noted that the drawings of the disclosure
are not to scale. The drawings are intended to depict only
typical aspects of the disclosure, and therefore should
not be considered as limiting the scope of the disclosure.
In the drawings, like numbering represents like elements
between the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] As an initial matter, in order to clearly describe
the current disclosure it will become necessary to select
certain terminology when referring to and describing rel-
evant machine components within a gas turbine system
and/or combined cycle power plants. When doing this, if
possible, common industry terminology will be used and
employed in a manner consistent with its accepted mean-
ing. Unless otherwise stated, such terminology should
be given a broad interpretation consistent with the con-
text of the present application and the scope of the ap-
pended claims. Those of ordinary skill in the art will ap-
preciate that often a particular component may be re-
ferred to using several different or overlapping terms.
What may be described herein as being a single part may
include and be referenced in another context as consist-
ing of multiple components. Alternatively, what may be
described herein as including multiple components may
be referred to elsewhere as a single part.
[0012] In addition, several descriptive terms may be
used regularly herein, and it should prove helpful to define
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these terms at the onset of this section. These terms and
their definitions, unless stated otherwise, are as follows.
As used herein, "downstream" and "upstream" are terms
that indicate a direction relative to the flow of a fluid, such
as the working fluid through the turbine engine or, for
example, the flow of air through the combustor or coolant
through one of the turbine’s component systems. The
term "downstream" corresponds to the direction of flow
of the fluid, and the term "upstream" refers to the direction
opposite to the flow. The terms "forward" and "aft," with-
out any further specificity, refer to directions, with "for-
ward" referring to the front or compressor end of the en-
gine, and "aft" referring to the rearward or turbine end of
the engine. It is often required to describe parts that are
at differing radial positions with regard to a center axis.
The term "radial" refers to movement or position perpen-
dicular to an axis. In cases such as this, if a first compo-
nent resides closer to the axis than a second component,
it will be stated herein that the first component is "radially
inward" or "inboard" of the second component. If, on the
other hand, the first component resides further from the
axis than the second component, it may be stated herein
that the first component is "radially outward" or "outboard"
of the second component. The term "axial" refers to
movement or position parallel to an axis. Finally, the term
"circumferential" refers to movement or position around
an axis. It will be appreciated that such terms may be
applied in relation to the center axis of the turbine.
[0013] As indicated above, the disclosure relates gen-
erally to power plants, and more particularly, to reducing
operational costs for power plants while maintaining a
desired load or power output.
[0014] These and other embodiments are discussed
below with reference to FIGs. 1-9. However, those skilled
in the art will readily appreciate that the detailed descrip-
tion given herein with respect to these Figures is for ex-
planatory purposes only and should not be construed as
limiting.
[0015] FIG. 1 shows a schematic depiction of a system
10 according to various embodiments of the disclosure.
As shown, system 10 can include a combined cycle pow-
er plant system 12 (hereafter, "power plant system 12")
including a steam turbine (ST) system 18, which in the
depiction shown, can include a high pressure (HP) por-
tion 20, an intermediate pressure (IP) portion 22 and a
low pressure (LP) portion 24, as is known in the art. HP
portion 20, IP portion 22 and LP portion 24 of ST system
18 may all be coupled and/or positioned on and/or may
be configured to rotate a shaft 26 to produce mechanical
work and/or to drive an additional component of ST sys-
tem 18. As shown in FIG. 1, shaft 26 of ST system 18
may be coupled to and/or may drive an external compo-
nent, and more specifically, a generator 28 configured to
generate power and/or produce a load.
[0016] Power plant system 12 can further include a gas
turbine (GT) system 30. GT system 30 may include a
compressor 32 and a variable inlet guide vane (VIGV)
34 coupled or positioned on compressor 32 and/or posi-

tioned upstream of an inlet of compressor 32. Compres-
sor 32 compresses an incoming flow of fluid 36 (e.g., air)
that may flow through VIGV 34 into compressor 32. As
discussed herein, VIGV 34 may regulate the mass flow
or flow rate of fluid 36 as it flows through VIGV 34 to
compressor 32. In other non-limiting examples discussed
herein, GT system 30 may include adjustable stator
vanes 37 positioned within compressor 32. Similar to
VIGV 34, adjustable stator vanes 37 positioned within
compressor 32 may be configured to be adjusted (e.g.,
change position) to regulate the mass flow or flow rate
of fluid 36 flowing through compressor 32. In the non-
limiting example where GT system 30 includes both VIGV
34 and adjustable stator vanes 37, both VIGV 34 and
adjustable stator vanes 37, or alternatively one of the
two, may be utilized to regulate the mass flow of fluid 36
through compressor 32. Although shown as including
both VIGV 34 and adjustable stator vanes 37 in FIG. 1,
it is understood that GT system 30 of power plant system
12 may include only VIGV 34, or alternatively, only ad-
justable stator vanes 37. Additionally, although compres-
sor 32 is shown to include two stages of adjustable stator
vanes 37, it is understood that the number of adjustable
stator vane stages in compressor 32 may be merely il-
lustrative. As such, compressor 32 may include more or
less stages of adjustable stator vanes 37 that may be
configured to regulate mass flow of fluid 36, as discussed
herein.
[0017] Compressor 32 delivers a flow of compressed
fluid 38 (e.g., compressed air) to a combustor 40. Com-
bustor 40 mixes the flow of compressed fluid 38 with a
pressurized flow of fuel 42 provided by a fuel supply 44
and ignites the mixture to create a flow of combustion
gas 46. As discussed herein, the temperature of com-
bustion gas 46 may be regulated, at least in part, by the
amount of fuel 42 provided by fuel supply 44 and the
mass flow of fluid 36 used to form compressed fluid 38.
Additionally, it is understood that the temperature of the
combustion gas 46 may be regulated by other suitable
means, components and/or operations. The flow of com-
bustion gas 46 is in turn delivered to a turbine component
48, which typically includes a plurality of turbine blades
(not shown). The flow of combustion gas 46 drives turbine
component 48 to produce mechanical work. The me-
chanical work produced in turbine component 48 drives
compressor 32 via a shaft 50, and may be used to drive
a generator 52 (e.g., external component) configured to
generate power and/or produce a load.
[0018] Although power plant system 12 is shown in
FIG. 1 to include a dual-shaft configuration, where two
separate generators 28, 52 are utilized, it is understood
that in other non-limiting examples, ST system 18 and
GT system 30 may share a single shaft and in turn, may
share a single generator. Additionally, although power
plant system 12 is shown to only include a single ST
system 18 and single GT system 30, it is understood that
power plant system 12 may include a plurality of ST sys-
tems 18 and/or GT system(s) 30 that may be configured
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to generate an operational load and/or power output.
[0019] Power plant system 12 can further include a
heat recovery steam generator (HRSG) 54 fluidly con-
nected with the ST system 18 (e.g., with HP portion 20,
IP portion 22 and/or LP portion 24) and GT system 30.
As shown in the non-limiting example of FIG. 1, HRSG
54 may be fluidly connected and/or coupled with ST sys-
tem 18 via exhaust conduit(s) 56 to receive exhaust fluid
(e.g., steam) from ST system 18, as well as, provide
steam to the portions of ST system 18 via supply conduits
58. Additionally in the non-limiting example, HRSG 54
may be fluidly connected and/or coupled with GT system
30 via an exhaust channel 60 coupled to and/or in fluid
communication with turbine component 48. Exhaust
channel 60 may provide exhaust fluid (e.g., gas) from GT
system 30 to HRSG 54 to be utilized in generating and/or
heating steam for ST system 18. A stack 61 of HRSG 54
may exhaust or release (excess or used) gas and/or fluid
from HRSG 54 into the atmosphere and/or out of power
plant system 12
[0020] Power plant system 12 can further include a
condenser 62. Condenser 62 may be in fluid communi-
cation and/or may be fluidly coupled with various com-
ponents of power plant system 12. In a non-limiting ex-
ample, condenser 62 may be fluidly connected and/or
coupled to LP portion 24 of ST system 18 via steam ex-
haust duct 64. Condenser 62 may be configured to con-
dense exhaust flow and/or bypass flow (not shown) from
ST system 18 and/or HRSG 54 (not shown), and provid-
ing condensed fluid (e.g., condensate water) to HRSG
54, as is known in the art.
[0021] As shown in FIG. 1, system 10 can include at
least one computing device 66 configured to control pow-
er plant system 12. Computing device(s) 66 can be hard-
wired and/or wirelessly connected to and/or in commu-
nication with power plant system 12, and its various com-
ponents (e.g., ST system 18, VIGV 34, fuel supply 44
and so on) via any suitable electronic and/or mechanic
communication component or technique. Computing de-
vice(s) 66, and its various components discussed herein,
may be a single stand-alone system that functions sep-
arate from another power plant control system (e.g., com-
puting device)(not shown) that may control and/or adjust
operations and/or functions of power plant system 12,
and its various components (e.g., ST system 18, GT sys-
tem 30 and so on). Alternatively, computing device(s) 66
and its components may be integrally formed within, in
communication with and/or formed as a part of a larger
power plant control system (e.g., computing device)(not
shown) that may control and/or adjust operations and/or
functions of power plant system 12, and its various com-
ponents (e.g., ST system 18, GT system 30 and so on).
[0022] In various embodiments, computing device(s)
66 can include a control system 68 and a plurality of sen-
sors 70, as described herein, for controlling operations
of power plant system 12. As discussed herein control
system 68 can control power plant system 12, and its
various components, to improve operation and/or reduce

operational costs while maintaining a desired load and/or
power output.
[0023] As shown in FIG. 1, computing device(s) 66 may
include and/or may be in electrical and/or mechanical
communication with a plurality of sensors 70 positioned
throughout system 10. Although a portion of the plurality
of sensors 70 (e.g., sensor 70 within and/or in commu-
nication with generator 52) are not depicted to be in com-
munication with computing device(s) 66, it is understood
that all sensors 70 of system 10 are in communication
with and/or are capable of providing detected-data relat-
ing to power plant system 12 to computing device(s) 66,
as discussed herein. As shown in the non-limiting exam-
ple of FIG. 1, sensor 70 (shown in phantom) of and/or
connected to computing device(s) 66 may be positioned
within compressor 32, adjacent to and/or downstream of
VIGV 34. Additionally, or alternatively, at least one dis-
tinct/additional sensor 70 may be positioned in distinct
portions of GT system 30. For example, sensor(s) 70
may be positioned upstream of compressor and VIGV
34, within a conduit (not shown) positioned between com-
pressor 32 and combustor 40 that may receive com-
pressed fluid 38, within a conduit (not shown) positioned
between compressor 32 and turbine component 48 that
may receive combustion gas 46, within turbine compo-
nent 48, on or in communication with shaft 50, on or in
communication with generator 52 and/or within exhaust
channel 60 of GT system 30.
[0024] Sensor(s) 70 in communication with computing
device(s) 66 of system 10 may be any suitable sensor
configured to detect and/or determine operational char-
acteristics, and/or physical state variables/quantities of
the various fluids (e.g., fluid 36, fuel 42, combustion gas
46 and so on) including, but not limited to temperature,
pressure, density and/or speed of the fluids flowing
through gas turbine system 30. Additionally, sensor(s)
70 may be any suitable sensor configured to detect
and/or determine operational characteristics, and/or
physical state variables/quantities of the various compo-
nents (e.g., compressor 32, turbine component 48, shaft
50, generator 52 and so on) including, but not limited to
shaft 50 rotational speed, generated operational load on
generator 52 and so on. Although five sensors 70 are
shown, it is understood that in another non-limiting ex-
ample, system 10 may include only one sensor 70, so
long as sensor 70 may be configured to provide comput-
ing device(s) 66, and specifically control system 68, with
information or data relating to operational characteristics,
and/or physical state variables/quantities for GT system
30 during operation. The number of sensors 70 shown
in FIG. 1 is merely illustrative and non-limiting. As such,
system 10 may include more or less sensors 70 than
what is depicted in the Figures.
[0025] Sensors 70 may be configured to provide com-
puting device(s) 66, and specifically control system 68,
with information or data relating to operational charac-
teristics, and/or physical state variables/quantities of GT
system 30 to calculate a mass flow of the fluid(s) for GT
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system 30. That is, computing device(s) 66 and/or control
system 68 may calculate the mass flow of fluids within
GT system 30 using the data relating to the operational
characteristics and/or physical state variables/quantities
for GT system 30 obtained by sensor(s) 70. Additionally,
and as discussed herein, data relating to operational
characteristics, and/or physical state variables/quantities
of the fluid(s) utilized by GT system 30 may be utilized
to define, determine and/or calculate a turbine inlet tem-
perature (TIT) and/or TIT ranges for GT system 30. As
discussed herein, the (calculated) mass flow of the flu-
id(s) within GT system 30 and TIT ranges may be utilized
to improve operation of power plant system 12 and/or
reduce operational costs associated with power plant
system 12.
[0026] FIG. 2 shows a flow diagram illustrating non-
limiting example processes of controlling power plant
system 12. These processes can be performed, e.g., by
at least one computing device 66 including control sys-
tem 68 (see, FIG. 1), as described herein. In other cases,
these processes can be performed according to a com-
puter-implemented method of controlling power plant
system 12. In still other embodiments, these processes
can be performed by executing computer program code
on computing device(s) 66, causing computing device(s)
66, and specifically control system 68, to control opera-
tion of power plant system 12. With continued reference
to FIG. 1, the processes shown in the flow diagram of
FIG. 2 are discussed in detail below.
[0027] In process P1, an empirical turbine inlet
temperature (TIT) range for combustion gas 46 flowing
through turbine component 48 of GT system 30 is
defined. Specifically, an empirical TIT (hereafter, "TIT")
may be defined, determined and/or calculated using data
relating to operational characteristics, and/or physical
state variables/quantities of the fluid(s) (e.g.,
temperature, density, and so on) utilized by GT system
30 and/or operational characteristics of GT system 30
(e.g., shaft 50 rotational speed, generated operational
load on generator 52 and so on). The defined TIT range
for combustion gas 46 is based on a fixed, constant,
maintained and/or desired operational load for power
plant system 12 including GT system 30. Specifically, the
defined TIT range for combustion gas 46 is based on
maintaining a fixed, constant, predetermined, and/or
desired operational load for power plant system 12, as
produced by GT system 30 solely or in conjunction with
ST system 18. As such, the defined TIT range may
include a minimum TIT (TITMIN), a maximum TIT
(TITMAX) and various TITs in between, where each TIT
of the defined TIT range may ensure power plant system
12 is operating at and/or maintaining the desired
operational load. Defining the TIT range for combustion
gas 46 may also include determining operational
parameters of GT system 30, and its various components
(e.g., maximum/minimum turbine inlet temperature (TIT),
maximum rotational speed of shaft 50,
maximum/minimum mass flow of fluid 36 through

compressor 32, and the like). These operational
parameters of GT system 30 and its various components
(e.g., compressor 32, turbine component 48, and so on)
may be predetermined, calculated, and/or known
operational limitations or constraints, industry standard
and/or may be specific to the components forming GT
system 30. Based on the determined operational
parameters of GT system 30 of power plant system 12,
the TIT range for combustion gas 46 flowing through
turbine component 48 of GT system 30 may be
generated. The generated TIT range for combustion gas
46 may then be adjusted (e.g., narrowed, modified and
so on) to form the defined TIT range in the instance where
a portion of the generated TIT range may not maintain
the constant, predetermined, and/or desired operational
load for power plant system 12 (e.g., too high
temperature, to little mass flow).
[0028] In process P2, a fuel cost range for GT system
30 is determined. The fuel cost range for GT system 30
is determined based on the defined TIT range (e.g., proc-
ess PI). Determining the fuel cost range may include cal-
culating a fuel cost per hour of operating power plant
system 12 across the defined TIT range. That is, the de-
termined fuel cost range may represent a cost range of
the amount of fuel, and thus heat input, required to power
GT system 30 for a single hour to maintain a constant,
predetermined and/or desired operational load for power
plant system 12. As such, the fuel cost range for GT sys-
tem 30 may include a minimum fuel cost (FuelMIN), a
maximum fuel cost (FuelMAX) and various fuel costs there
between, corresponding to a TIT of the defined TIT tem-
perature range. As discussed herein in detail, for power
plant systems 12 the minimum fuel cost (FuelMIN) is typ-
ically associated with the maximum TIT (TITMAX), and
the maximum fuel cost (FuelMAX) is typically associated
with the minimum TIT (TITMIN).
[0029] In process P3, a maintenance cost range for
GT system 30 is determined. The maintenance cost
range for GT system 30 is determined based on the de-
fined TIT range (e.g., process PI). Determining the main-
tenance cost range may include calculating a mainte-
nance cost per hour of operating power plant system 12
across the defined TIT range. That is, the determined
maintenance cost range may represent a cost range of
system and/or component maintenance for GT system
30 as GT system 30 operates for one hour with each TIT
for combustion gas 46 within the TIT range, and while
maintaining the constant, predetermined and/or desired
operational load for power plant system 12. The system
and/or component maintenance may include, but is not
limited to, the amount of required repair, adjustment, cor-
rection, replacement and/or inoperable/down time for GT
system 12 and its various components (e.g., compressor
32, turbine component 48 and so on). As such, the main-
tenance cost range for GT system 30 may include a min-
imum maintenance cost (MainMIN), a maximum Mainte-
nance cost (MainMAX) and various maintenance costs
there between, corresponding to a TIT of the defined TIT
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temperature range. As discussed herein in detail, the
minimum maintenance cost (MainMIN) is typically asso-
ciated with the minimum TIT (TITMIN), and the maximum
maintenance cost (MainMAX) is typically associated with
the maximum TIT (TITMAX).
[0030] In process P4, a desired TIT range for combus-
tion gas 46 flowing through turbine component 48 of GT
system 30 is calculated. The desired TIT range may be
calculated based on the determined fuel cost range (e.g.,
process P2) and the determined maintenance cost range
(e.g., process P3). That is, the determined fuel cost
range, the determined maintenance cost range, and as-
sociated relationships and/or formulas for each of the
fuel and maintenance cost ranges, may be analyzed,
compared, manipulated, combined and/or performing
computations to generate a combined fuel and mainte-
nance cost range (Fuel + Main) within the defined TIT
range, and ultimately calculate a desired TIT range for
combustion gas 46 flowing through turbine component
48 of GT system 30. Additionally, the desired TIT range
may also be calculated based on standard current, actual
and/or operational parameters (e.g., actual or operation-
al TIT) and/or associated costs of power plant system
12. The calculating of the desired TIT range for combus-
tion gas 46 may also include calculating a preferred TIT
for combustion gas 46. The calculated preferred TIT may
be a single TIT for combustion gas 46 within the calcu-
lated, desired TIT range that improves operational and/or
thermal efficiency of power plant system 12, and/or pro-
vides the greatest reduction in operational cost associ-
ated with power plant system 12, as discussed herein.
The calculated, desired TIT range may be a temperature
found and/or included within the defined TIT range for
combustion gas 46 flowing through turbine component
48 of GT system 30.
[0031] In process P5, an actual or operational TIT of
combustion gas 46 flowing through turbine component
48 of GT system 30 is adjusted. Specifically, the actual
TIT of combustion gas 46 may be adjusted to be within
the calculated, desired TIT range for combustion gas 46
flowing though turbine component 48 of GT system 30.
Adjusting the actual or operational TIT of combustion gas
46 to be within the calculated, desired TIT range for com-
bustion gas 46 may include regulating the fuel 42 mass
flow and/or mass flow of fluid 36 flowing compressor 32
of GT system 30 to maintain the fixed, constant and/or
desired operational load for power plant system 12. The
mass flow of fluid 36 may be regulated by adjusting (e.g.,
opening, closing) VIGV 34 positioned on and/or upstream
of compressor 32 of GT system 30 and/or adjusting var-
iable stator vanes 37 positioned within compressor 32.
Adjusting VIGV 34 and/or variable stator vanes 37 may
also include increasing or decreasing the mass flow of
fluid 36 through VIGV 34, and in turn, compressor 32.
Adjusting the actual or operational TIT of combustion gas
46 to be within the calculated, desired TIT range for com-
bustion gas 46 may include adjusting the actual or oper-
ational TIT of combustion gas 46 to be identical to the

calculated, preferred TIT. Additionally, and as discussed
herein, adjusting the actual or operational TIT of com-
bustion gas 46 to be within the calculated, desired TIT
range for combustion gas 46 may also include reducing
fuel 42 consumption by GT system 30 of power plant
system 12, increasing thermal efficiency of power plant
system 12 and/or reducing overall operational cost of
power plant system 12. In a non-limiting example, the
operational and/or thermal efficiency of HRSG 54 of pow-
er plant system 12 is improved because the exhaust gas
from GT system 30 increases when the TIT is adjusted
(e.g., increases), thus improving thermal efficiency of
power plant system 12.
[0032] It is understood that in the flow diagrams shown
and described herein, other processes or operations may
be performed while not being shown, and the order of
processes can be rearranged according to various em-
bodiments. For example, although shown as being per-
formed in succession, processes P2 and P3 may be per-
formed simultaneously. Additionally, intermediate proc-
esses may be performed between one or more described
processes. The flow of processes shown and described
herein is not to be construed as limiting of the various
embodiments.
[0033] FIGs. 3-5 depict various Cost versus Turbine
Inlet Temperature (TIT) graphs for operations of GT sys-
tem 30 in power plant system 12. Specifically, FIG. 3
depicts a cost versus TIT graph for a fuel cost range
based on a defined TIT range for operation of GT system
30, FIG. 4 depicts a cost versus TIT graph for a mainte-
nance cost range based on the defined TIT range for
operation of GT system 30, and FIG. 5 depicts a cost
versus TIT graph for the calculated and/or combined fuel
and maintenance cost ranges based on the defined TIT
range for operation of GT system 30. With continued ref-
erence to FIGs. 1 and 2, the process of controlling power
plant system 12 using control system 68 of computing
device(s) 66 (see, FIG. 1) may now be discussed herein
with respect to FIGs. 3-5.
[0034] As discussed herein with respect to process P1
(see, FIG. 2), a defined and/or calculated TIT range for
operation of GT system 30, as shown in FIGs. 3-5, may
be based on maintaining a predetermined and/or desired,
constant operational load for power plant system 10. Ad-
ditionally, the defined TIT range as depicted in FIGs. 3-5,
may be based on predetermined/calculated operational
parameters, and/or physical state variables/quantities of
the fluid(s) utilized by GT system 30 and/or operational
characteristics of GT system 30 and its various compo-
nents (e.g., compressor 32, turbine component 48 and
so on). As such, and as discussed above, the defined
TIT range identified between a minimum TIT (TITMIN)
and a maximum TIT (TITMAX), may ensure that power
plant system 12 can maintain its desired, constant oper-
ational load, so long as combustion gas 46 flowing
through turbine component 48 has a temperature within
the TIT range and a corresponding inlet mass flow to the
GT system 30.
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[0035] Turning to FIG. 3, a cost versus TIT graph for
a fuel cost range based on the defined TIT range for
operation of GT system 30 is shown. Each of the points
or plots of the line indicating fuel costs depicted in FIG.
3 may identify the cost of fuel per operational hour of GT
system 30 at the corresponding TIT within the defined
TIT range, as discussed herein with respect to process
P2. Additionally, the fuel cost range identified by the line
indicating fuel costs also represents the cost of fuel per
operational hour of GT system 30 to maintain the desired,
constant operational load for power plant system 12. As
shown in the non-limiting example of FIG. 3, the fuel cost
range based on the defined TIT range may be
substantially linear. That is, the fuel cost within the fuel
cost range may decrease in a substantially linear manner
as the corresponding TIT within the TIT range increases.
As shown in FIG. 3, the maximum fuel cost (FuelMAX)
may correspond and/or may be equal to the minimum
TIT (TITMIN), the minimum fuel cost (FuelMIN) may
correspond and/or may be equal to the maximum TIT
(TITMAX), and the fuel costs identified there between may
decrease (e.g., linearly decrease).
[0036] FIG. 4 shows a cost versus TIT graph for a main-
tenance cost range based on the defined TIT range for
operation of GT system 30. Each of the points or plots
of the line indicating maintenance costs depicted in FIG.
4 may identify the cost of maintenance per operational
hour that may be required as GT system 30 operates at
the corresponding TIT within the defined TIT range, as
discussed herein with respect to process P3. Additional-
ly, the maintenance cost range identified by the line in-
dicating maintenance costs also represents the cost of
maintenance per operational hour of GT system 30
and/or of the power plant system 12 to maintain the de-
sired, constant operational load for power plant system
12. Distinct from the fuel cost range depicted in FIG. 3,
the maintenance cost range based on the defined TIT
range may increase (e.g. exponentially). That is in the
non-limiting example depicted in FIG. 4, the maintenance
cost within the maintenance cost range may increase in
a substantially exponential manner as the corresponding
TIT within the TIT range also increases. In other non-
limiting example, maintenance cost range may increase
in a substantial constant manner (e.g., constant slope).
The more the TIT increases, the greater the change or
increase in the associated or corresponding mainte-
nance cost. As shown in FIG. 4, and opposite to the fuel
cost range depicted in FIG. 3, the minimum maintenance
cost (MainMIN) may correspond and/or may be equal to
the minimum TIT (TITMIN), the maximum maintenance
cost (MainMAX) may correspond and/or may be equal to
the maximum TIT (TITMAX). Additionally, the mainte-
nance costs identified there between the minimum main-
tenance cost (MainMIN) and the maximum maintenance
cost (MainMAX) may increase exponentially.
[0037] FIG. 5 depicts a cost versus TIT graph for the
calculated and/or combined fuel and maintenance (Fuel
+ Main) cost range based on the defined TIT range for

operation of GT system 30. Additionally, and for compar-
ative purposes, FIG. 5 also depicts the fuel cost range
(shown in phantom) depicted in FIG. 3 and the mainte-
nance cost range (shown in phantom) depicted in FIG.
4. Similar to fuel and maintenance cost ranges, each of
the points or plots of the line indicating the calculated
and/or combined fuel and maintenance (Fuel + Main)
cost range depicted in FIG. 5 may identify the cost rela-
tionship of the combined fuel and maintenance per op-
erational hour that may be required as GT system 30
operates at the corresponding TIT within the defined TIT
range. Additionally, the cost relationship of the combined
fuel and maintenance identified by the line indicating the
combined fuel and maintenance (Fuel + Main) cost range
also represents the combined cost per operational hour
of GT system 30 to maintain the desired, constant oper-
ational load for power plant system 12.
[0038] As discussed herein with respect to process P4,
the fuel cost range and the maintenance range may be
analyzed, compared, manipulated, combined and/or un-
dergo computations to generate a combined fuel and
maintenance cost range (Fuel + Main) depicted in FIG.
5. Once generated, a desired TIT range (TITDES) for com-
bustion gas 46 flowing through turbine component 48 of
GT system 30 may be calculated and/or identified using
the combined fuel and maintenance cost range (Fuel +
Main). Additionally, calculating and/or identifying the de-
sired TIT range (TITDES) for combustion gas 46 may also
be dependent, at least in part, on an actual TIT (TITACT)
for combustion gas 46 and the associated combined fuel
and maintenance cost of operation at the actual TIT (TI-
TACT). In the non-limiting example shown in FIG. 5, the
desired TIT range (TITDES) for combustion gas 46 flowing
through turbine component 48 of GT system 30 may be
calculated and/or identified as the range of TIT between
the actual TIT (TITACT) for combustion gas 46 and a
breakeven TIT (TITBE), which indicates the highest TIT
for combustion gas 46 of GT system 30 having the same
or identical combined fuel and maintenance cost of op-
eration as the actual TIT (TITACT). That is, while the
breakeven TIT (TITBE) is greater than the actual TIT (TI-
TACT), the combined fuel and maintenance cost at the
breakeven TIT (TITBE) is equal to the combined fuel and
maintenance cost at the actual TIT (TITACT). As such,
the desired TIT range (TITDES) may be the range of TIT
calculated and/or identified between the breakeven TIT
(TITBE) and the actual TIT (TITACT), which have lower
associated combined fuel and maintenance costs of op-
eration. As discussed herein, allowing combustion gas
46 to flow through GT system 30 at any one of the desired
TIT range (TITDES) may result in a reduced operational
cost for power plant system 12.
[0039] In addition to, or alternative to, calculating the
desired TIT range (TITDES), a preferred TIT (TITPRE) may
be calculated and/or identified. Specifically, the preferred
TIT (TITPRE) may be calculated and/or may identify a
single TIT within the desired TIT range (TITDES) that may
provide the largest change (e.g., decrease) in combined

13 14 



EP 3 358 168 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

fuel and maintenance costs of operation from the actual
TIT (TITACT). In a non-limiting example shown in FIG. 5,
the preferred TIT (TITPRE) may be calculated and/or iden-
tified as the lowest cost point (e.g., vertex) on the com-
bined fuel and maintenance cost range (Fuel + Main).
Although combustion gas 46 of GT system 30 having any
TIT within the desired TIT range (TITDES) will result in a
decrease in combined fuel and maintenance costs, com-
bustion gas 46 having a TIT equal to the preferred TIT
(TITPRE) will yield the largest decrease in combined fuel
and maintenance costs when compared to the cost as-
sociated with operating GT system 30 at the actual TIT
(TITACT).
[0040] Once the combined fuel and maintenance cost
range (Fuel + Main), the desired TIT range (TITDES)
and/or the preferred TIT (TITPRE) for combustion gas 46
flowing through turbine component 48 of GT system 30
is calculated and/or identified, control system 68 of
computing device(s) 66 may control power plant system
12 (see, FIG. 1). Specifically, control system 68 of
computing device(s) 66 may adjust an actual TIT
(TITACT) for combustion gas 46 flowing to gas turbine 48
to be identical to one of the TIT within the desired TIT
range (TITDES) for combustion gas 46. Additionally,
control system 68 of computing device(s) 66 may adjust
an actual TIT (TITACT) for combustion gas 46 flowing to
gas turbine 48 to be identical to the preferred TIT (TITPRE)
for combustion gas 46 that may be included within and/or
calculated using the desired TIT range (TITDES). As
discussed herein with respect to process P5, the actual
TIT (TITACT) may be adjusted by regulating the fuel 42
mass flow supplied by the fuel tank 44 and/or adjusting
the mass flow of fluid 36 flowing through compressor 32.
In a non-limiting example shown in FIG. 1, control system
68 of computing device(s) 66 may regulate the fluid mass
flow 36 flowing to compressor 32 by adjusting VIGV 34
and/or adjustable stator vanes 37 to increase or decrease
the amount of fluid 36 that flows to compressor 32. In the
non-limiting example where the mass flow is decreased,
the TIT for combustion gas 46 flowing to turbine
component 48 may be adjusted (e.g., increased) and
maintained within the desired TIT range (TITDES) with
the requirement of less fuel 42 provided by supply tank
44. Additionally, and as discussed herein, adjusting the
actual TIT (TITACT) to a TIT included within the desired
TIT range (TITDES) and/or to be identical to the preferred
TIT (TITPRE) may ensure power plant system 12
operates, produces and/or maintains the fixed, constant
and/or desired operational load. Furthermore, it is
understood that the actual TIT range (TITACT) may be
continuously adjusted to match a TIT included within the
desired TIT range (TITDES) and/or to maintain operation
of power plant system 12 at the fixed, constant and/or
desired operational load.
[0041] Operating at the desired TIT range (TITDES) for
combustion gas 46 may reduce fuel consumption and/or
increase thermal and/or operational efficiency of power
plant system 12, while maintaining a desired, fixed and/or

constant operational load for power plant system 12. In
a non-limiting example, thermal efficiency of power plant
system 12 may increase as a result of an increase in the
thermal GT system 30 exhaust energy. The increase in
the thermal and/or operational efficiency of power plant
system 12 is a result of the increase in temperature of
the exhaust gas from turbine component 48 of GT system
30 after GT system 30 is operating with combustion gas
46 within the desired TIT range. The increase in thermal
GT system 30 exhaust energy, and resulting increase in
thermal efficiency of power plant system 12, may occur
even though the thermal and/or operational efficiency of
GT system 30 may decrease as a result of adjusting (e.g.,
decreasing) the mass flow rate and/or adjusting (e.g.,
increasing) the TIT during operation of GT system 30, as
discussed herein.
[0042] Additionally, the overall cost of operation for
power plant system 12 may be reduced by allowing
control system 68 of computing device(s) 66 to control
the operation of power plant system 12, as discussed
herein. As shown in the non-limiting example of FIG. 5,
the actual TIT (TITACT) may be the TIT for GT system 30
that is predetermined based on the operational
parameters of GT system 30, industry standards and/or
calculated operations for power plant system 12. By
performing the processes for controlling the operation of
power plant system 12 using control system 68 (e.g.,
adjusting the mass flow of fluid 36 to GT system 30
through VIGV 34 and/or adjustable stator vanes 37,
adjusting the fuel 42 flow to combustor 40) to maintain
desired TIT range (TITDES) of combustion gas 46 flowing
to turbine component 48, the overall cost savings for still
achieving the fixed, constant and/or desired operational
load is readily apparent. Specifically, as shown in FIG.
5, the overall change or decrease in cost
(ΔCOSTFuel + Main) when comparing GT system 30
operating under the actual TIT (TITACT) with any TIT
included within the desired TIT range (TITDES) is
significant. This is especially evident when comparing
the actual TIT (TITACT) with the preferred TIT (TITPRE)
included within and/or calculated using the desired TIT
(TITDES). This is further supported when comparing the
change in fuel cost (ΔCOSTFuel) with the change in
maintenance cost (ΔCOSTMain). That is, and as shown
in FIG. 5, while the maintenance cost increases slightly
when comparing the GT system 30 operating under the
actual TIT (TITACT) with the desired TIT range (TITDES),
the fuel cost decreases dramatically (e.g., 2-3x the
change in maintenance cost) when compared to the
maintenance cost. As such, the overall cost for operating
power plant system 12, as discussed herein is reduced
and/or improved.
[0043] Although discussed herein as being utilized with
power plant system 12, computing device(s) 66, and spe-
cifically control system 68, may be utilized with just GT
system 30. That is, computing device(s) 66 and control
system 68 may be utilized to control the operation of GT
system 30 to improve operation and/or reduce operation-
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al costs while maintaining a desired load and/or GT sys-
tem 30.
[0044] Turning to FIG. 6, GT system 30 including com-
puting device(s) 66 and control system 68 is shown. GT
system 30 may be substantially identical to GT system
30 depicted in FIG. 1 as a part of power plant system 12.
It is understood that similarly numbered and/or named
components may function in a substantially similar fash-
ion. Redundant explanation of these components has
been omitted for clarity.
[0045] As discussed herein, computing device(s) 66
and its various components (e.g., control system 68, sen-
sor(s) 70) may be configured to collect and/or analyze
data to aid in controlling and/or improving operation of
GT system 30. That is, computing device(s) 66 and con-
trol system 68 may be utilized to control the operation of
GT system 30 to improve operation and/or reduce oper-
ational costs while maintaining a desired load of GT sys-
tem 30 by following similar processes and/or operations
as similarly discussed herein with respect to processes
P1-P5, and shown in FIG. 2. However, some portions of
the processes of controlling GT system 30 using control
system 68 may be distinct from the processes discussed
above with respect to controlling power plant system 12
including GT system 30 (see, FIGs. 1-5). For example,
and as discussed in detail below, the fixed, constant
and/or desired operational load that may be maintained
is for GT system 30 alone.
[0046] FIG. 7 shows a cost versus TIT graph for a fuel
cost range based on a defined TIT range for operation
of GT system 30. The defined TIT range depicted in FIG.
7 may be substantially similar to that shown and dis-
cussed herein with respect to FIG. 3 and/or may be de-
fined and/or calculated in a similar manner as well. Each
of the points or plots of the line indicating fuel costs de-
picted in FIG. 3 may identify the cost of fuel per opera-
tional hour of GT system 30 at the corresponding TIT
within the defined TIT range, as discussed herein with
respect to process P2. Additionally, the fuel cost range
identified by the line indicating fuel costs also represents
the cost of fuel per operational hour of GT system 30 to
maintain a desired, constant operational load for GT sys-
tem 30. As shown in the non-limiting example of FIG. 7,
the fuel cost range based on the defined TIT range may
be substantially linear. That is, and distinct from the fuel
cost range for GT system 30 of power plant system 12
discussed above (see, FIG. 3), the fuel cost within the
fuel cost range may increase in a substantially linear
manner as the corresponding TIT within the TIT range
increases. As shown in FIG. 7, the minimum fuel cost
(FuelMIN) may correspond and/or may be equal to the
minimum TIT (TITMIN), the maximum fuel cost (FuelMAX)
may correspond and/or may be equal to the maximum
TIT (TITMAX), and the fuel costs identified there between
may increase (e.g., linearly increase).
[0047] FIG. 8 depicts a cost versus TIT graph for the
calculated and/or combined fuel and maintenance (Fuel
+ Main) cost range based on the defined TIT range for

operation of GT system 30. Additionally, and for compar-
ative purposes, FIG. 8 also depicts the fuel cost range
(shown in phantom) depicted in FIG. 7. Furthermore, a
maintenance cost range (shown in phantom) for operat-
ing GT system 30 as discussed herein may also be de-
picted in FIG. 8. As shown in FIG. 8, and with comparison
to FIG. 4, the maintenance cost per hour of operation for
GT system 30 may be substantially similar or identical to
the maintenance cost of operation for GT system 30 in-
cluded within power plant system 12. As such, redundant
explanation of these maintenance cost ranges have been
omitted for clarity. Similar to fuel and maintenance cost
ranges, each of the points or plots of the line indicating
the calculated and/or combined fuel and maintenance
(Fuel + Main) cost range depicted in FIG. 8 may identify
the cost relationship of the combined fuel and mainte-
nance per operational hour that may be required as GT
system 30 operates at the corresponding TIT within the
defined TIT range. Additionally, the cost relationship of
the combined fuel and maintenance identified by the line
indicating the combined fuel and maintenance (Fuel +
Main) cost range also represents the combined cost per
operational hour of GT system 30 to maintain the desired,
constant operational load for GT system 30.
[0048] As discussed herein with respect to process P4,
the fuel cost range and the maintenance range may be
analyzed, compared, manipulated, combined and/or un-
dergo computations to generate a combined fuel and
maintenance cost range (Fuel + Main) depicted in FIG.
8. Once generated, a desired TIT range (TITDES), and/or
a preferred TIT (TITPRE) for combustion gas 46 flowing
through turbine component 48 of GT system 30 may be
calculated and/or identified using the combined fuel and
maintenance cost range (Fuel + Main). Additionally, cal-
culating and/or identifying the desired TIT range (TITDES)
for combustion gas 46 may also be dependent, at least
in part, on an actual TIT (TITACT) for combustion gas 46
and the associated combined fuel and maintenance cost
of operation at the actual TIT (TITACT).
[0049] In the non-limiting example shown in FIG. 8, the
desired TIT range (TITDES) for combustion gas 46 flowing
through turbine component 48 of GT system 30 may be
calculated and/or identified as the range of TIT between
a preferred TIT (TITPRE) and the actual TIT (TITACT) for
combustion gas 46 flowing through GT system 30. In a
non-limiting example shown in FIG. 8, the calculated
and/or identified preferred TIT (TITPRE) may be the low-
est TIT for combustion gas 46 of GT system 30 for main-
taining the desired, constant and/or fixed operation load
for GT system 30. However, it is understood that in other
non-limiting examples preferred TIT (TITPRE) may be a
TIT that is not the lowest TIT for combustion gas 46, but
rather is a calculated and/or identified TIT that provides
the greatest cost reduction from the actual TIT (TITACT),
as similarly discussed herein with respect to FIG. 5. In
this non-limiting example, any TIT lower than the calcu-
lated and/or identified, preferred TIT (TITPRE) may be still
maintain the desired, constant and/or fixed operation
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load for GT system 30, but may approach and/or exceed
operational limits and/or restrictions on the components
(e.g., combustor 40, turbine component 48 and so on) of
GT system 30.
[0050] Additionally, and in view of the fuel cost range
relationship for GT system 30 (see, FIG. 7), the preferred
TIT (TITPRE) may also indicate the lowest combined fuel
and maintenance cost (Fuel + Main) for operating GT
system 30 to produce the fixed operational load, as dis-
cussed herein. As shown in FIG. 8, the desired TIT range
(TITDES) for combustion gas 46 may include a range of
TIT temperatures that may include an associated fuel
and maintenance cost (Fuel + Main) for operating GT
system 30 that is lower or less than the fuel and mainte-
nance cost (Fuel + Main) associated with the actual TIT
(TITACT) for combustion gas 46. As similarly discussed
herein with respect to FIG. 5, allowing combustion gas
46 to flow through GT system 30 at any one of the desired
TIT range (TITDES) may result in a reduced operational
cost (e.g., fuel and maintenance cost) for power plant
system 12. Additionally, the preferred TIT (TITPRE) in-
cludes a single TIT within the desired TIT range (TITDES)
that may provide the largest change (e.g., decrease) in
combined fuel and maintenance costs of operation from
the actual TIT (TITACT). Although combustion gas 46 of
GT system 30 having any TIT within the desired TIT range
(TITDES) will result in a decrease in combined fuel and
maintenance costs, combustion gas 46 having a TIT
equal to the preferred TIT (TITPRE) will yield the largest
decrease in combined fuel and maintenance costs when
compared to the cost associated with operating GT sys-
tem 30 at the actual TIT (TITACT).
[0051] Once the combined fuel and maintenance cost
range (Fuel + Main), the desired TIT range (TITDES)
and/or the preferred TIT (TITPRE) for combustion gas 46
flowing through turbine component 48 of GT system 30
is calculated and/or identified, control system 68 of com-
puting device(s) 66 may control GT system 30 (see, FIG.
6). Specifically, control system 68 of computing device(s)
66 may adjust an actual TIT (TITACT) for combustion gas
46 flowing to gas turbine 48 to be identical to one of the
TIT within the desired TIT range (TITDES) for combustion
gas 46. Additionally, control system 68 of computing de-
vice(s) 66 may adjust an actual TIT (TITACT) for combus-
tion gas 46 flowing to gas turbine 48 to be identical to the
preferred TIT (TITPRE) for combustion gas 46 that may
be included within and/or calculated using the desired
TIT range (TITDES). As discussed herein with respect to
process P5, the actual TIT (TITACT) may be adjusted by
regulating the fuel 42 mass flow supplied by the fuel tank
44 and/or adjusting the mass flow of fluid 36 flowing
through compressor 32. In a non-limiting example shown
in FIG. 6, control system 68 of computing device(s) 66
may regulate the fluid mass flow 36 flowing to compressor
32 by adjusting VIGV 34 and/or adjustable stator vanes
37 to increase or decrease the amount of fluid 36 that
flows to compressor 32. In the non-limiting example
where the mass flow is increased, the TIT for combustion

gas 46 flowing to turbine component 48 may be adjusted
(e.g., decreased) and maintained within the desired TIT
range (TITDES) with the requirement of more fuel 42 pro-
vided by supply tank 44.
[0052] As a result of adjusting the fluid mass flow 36,
and as shown the non-limiting in FIG. 8, the actual TIT
(TITACT) may be reduced to be within the desired TIT
range (TITDES) and/or equal to the preferred TIT (TITPRE)
to improve efficiency of GT system 30, as discussed
herein. Additionally, and as discussed herein, adjusting
the actual TIT (TITACT) to a TIT included within the
desired TIT range (TITDES) and/or to be identical to the
preferred TIT (TITPRE) may ensure GT system 30
operates, produces and/or maintains the fixed, constant
and/or desired operational load. Furthermore, it is
understood that the actual TIT range (TITACT) may be
continuously adjusted to match a TIT included within the
desired TIT range (TITDES) and/or to maintain operation
of GT system 30 at the fixed, constant and/or desired
operational load.
[0053] Operating at the desired TIT range (TITDES) for
combustion gas 46 may increase thermal and/or opera-
tional efficiency of GT system 30, while maintaining a
desired, fixed and/or constant operational load for GT
system 30. In a non-limiting example, thermal efficiency
of GT system may increase as a result of an increase in
mass flow of fluid 36 and the resulting decrease in TIT
for combustion gas 46.
[0054] Additionally, the overall cost of operation for GT
system 30 may be decreased by allowing control system
68 of computing device(s) 66 to control the operation of
GT system 30 while improving thermal and/or operational
efficiency of GT system 30, as discussed herein. As
shown in the non-limiting example of FIG. 8, the actual
TIT (TITACT) may be the TIT for GT system 30 that is
predetermined based on the operational parameters of
GT system 30, industry standards and/or calculated op-
erations for GT system 30. By performing the processes
for controlling the operation of GT system 30 using control
system 68 (e.g., adjusting the mass flow of fluid 36 to GT
system 30 through VIGV 34 and/or adjustable stator
vanes 37, adjusting the fuel 42 flow to combustor 40) to
maintain desired TIT range (TITDES) of combustion gas
46 flowing to turbine component 48, the overall operation
cost savings and/or cost reduction while still achieving
the fixed, constant and/or desired operational load is
readily apparent. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 8, the
overall change or decrease in combined fuel and main-
tenance cost (ΔCOSTFuel + Main) when comparing GT
system 30 operating under the actual TIT (TITACT) with
any TIT included within the desired TIT range (TITDES)
is significant. That is, and as shown in FIG. 8, the com-
bined fuel and maintenance cost decreases when com-
paring the GT system 30 operating under the actual TIT
(TITACT) with the desired TIT range (TITDES), while the
thermal and/or operational efficiency of GT system 30
increases significantly.
[0055] Although discussed herein as being performed
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by computing device(s) 66 and/or control system 68, it
is understood that at least some of the operations may
be performed manually and/or by an operator of power
plant system 12. For example, adjustment to the actual
TIT (TITACT) of combustion gas 46 flowing through tur-
bine component 48 may be performed manually by an
operator. Specifically, computing device(s) 66 and/or
control system 68 may determine the desired or preferred
TIT (TITDES, TITDES) and may provide an operator of
power plant system 12 with an output or indicator that
the actual TIT (TITACT) should be adjusted and/or how
to adjust the actual TIT (TITACT). With the provided output
from computing device(s) 66 and/or control system 68,
the operator may adjust the actual TIT (TITACT) by man-
ually or physically performing processes previously dis-
cussed herein (e.g., adjusting VGIV 34, adjustable stator
vanes 37, and so on). The component configured to pro-
vide the output or indicator to the operator may be any
suitable component including, but not limited to, a monitor
providing a visual indicator, a printer providing a physical
print out and so on.
[0056] FIG. 9 shows an illustrative environment 100.
To this extent, environment 100 includes computer infra-
structure 102 that can perform the various process steps
described herein for controlling operations of power plant
system 12 including gas turbine system 30, or alterna-
tively, controlling operations of GT system 30 where only
a GT system 30 exists. In particular, computer infrastruc-
ture 102 is shown including a computing device 66 that
comprises control system 68, which enables computing
device 66 to control operation of power plant system
12/GT system 30 by performing one or more of the proc-
ess steps of the disclosure.
[0057] Computing device 66 is shown including a stor-
age component 112, a processing component 114, an
input/output (I/O) component 116, and a bus 118. Fur-
ther, computing device 66 is shown in communication
with power plant system 12 and/or sensors 70. As is
known in the art, in general, processing component 114
executes computer program code, such as control sys-
tem 68, that is stored in storage component 112 or an
external storage component (not shown). While execut-
ing computer program code, processing component 114
can read and/or write data, such as control system 68,
to/from storage component 112 and/or I/O component
116. Bus 118 provides a communications link between
each of the components in computing device 66. I/O com-
ponent 116 can comprise any device that enables a user
130 to interact with computing device 66 or any device
that enables computing device 66 to communicate with
one or more other computing devices. Input/output de-
vices (including but not limited to keyboards, displays,
pointing devices, etc.) can be coupled to the system ei-
ther directly or through intervening I/O controllers.
[0058] In any event, computing device 66 can comprise
any general purpose computing article of manufacture
capable of executing computer program code installed
by a user 130 (e.g., a personal computer, server, hand-

held device, etc.). However, it is understood that com-
puting device 66 and control system 68 are only repre-
sentative of various possible equivalent computing de-
vices that may perform the various process steps of the
disclosure. To this extent, in other embodiments, com-
puting device 66 can comprise any specific purpose com-
puting article of manufacture comprising hardware
and/or computer program code for performing specific
functions, any computing article of manufacture that com-
prises a combination of specific purpose and general pur-
pose hardware/software, or the like. In each case, the
program code and hardware can be created using stand-
ard programming and engineering techniques, respec-
tively.
[0059] Similarly, computer infrastructure 102 is only il-
lustrative of various types of computer infrastructures for
implementing the disclosure. For example, in one em-
bodiment, computer infrastructure 102 comprises two or
more computing devices (e.g., a server cluster) that com-
municate over any type of wired and/or wireless commu-
nications link, such as a network, a shared memory, or
the like, to perform the various process steps of the dis-
closure. When the communications link comprises a net-
work, the network can comprise any combination of one
or more types of networks (e.g., the Internet, a wide area
network, a local area network, a virtual private network,
etc.). Network adapters may also be coupled to the sys-
tem to enable the data processing system to become
coupled to other data processing systems or remote
printers or storage devices through intervening private
or public networks. Modems, cable modem and Ethernet
cards are just a few of the currently available types of
network adapters. Regardless, communications be-
tween the computing devices may utilize any combina-
tion of various types of transmission techniques.
[0060] As previously mentioned and discussed herein,
control system 68 enables computing infrastructure 102
to control operation of power plant system 12. To this
extent, control system 68 is shown including operational
parameters data 120, fuel cost data 122 and mainte-
nance cost data 124. Operation of each of these data is
discussed further herein. However, it is understood that
some of the various data shown in FIG. 9 can be imple-
mented independently, combined, and/or stored in mem-
ory for one or more separate computing devices that are
included in computer infrastructure 102. Further, it is un-
derstood that some of the data and/or functionality may
not be implemented, or additional data and/or function-
ality may be included as part of environment 100.
[0061] The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures
illustrate the architecture, functionality, and operation of
possible implementations of systems, methods and com-
puter program products according to various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. In this regard, each block
in the flowchart or block diagrams may represent a mod-
ule, segment, or portion of code, which comprises one
or more executable instructions for implementing the
specified logical function(s). It should also be noted that,
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in some alternative implementations, the functions noted
in the block may occur out of the order noted in the figures.
For example, two blocks shown in succession may, in
fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, de-
pending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implement-
ed by special purpose hardware-based systems that per-
form the specified functions or acts, or combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.
[0062] As discussed herein, various systems and com-
ponents are described as "obtaining" data (e.g., obtaining
operational parameters data for turbine component 48,
etc.). It is understood that the corresponding data can be
obtained using any solution. For example, the corre-
sponding system/component can generate and/or be
used to generate the data, retrieve the data from one or
more data stores (e.g., a database), receive the data from
another system/component, and/or the like. When the
data is not generated by the particular system/compo-
nent, it is understood that another system/component
can be implemented apart from the system/component
shown, which generates the data and provides it to the
system/component and/or stores the data for access by
the system/component.
[0063] As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art,
the present disclosure may be embodied as a system,
method or computer program product. Accordingly, the
present disclosure may take the form of an entirely hard-
ware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (in-
cluding firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or
an embodiment combining software and hardware as-
pects that may all generally be referred to herein as a
"circuit," "module" or "system." Furthermore, the present
disclosure may take the form of a computer program
product embodied in any tangible medium of expression
having computer-usable program code embodied in the
medium.
[0064] Any combination of one or more computer us-
able or computer readable medium(s) may be utilized.
The computer-usable or computer-readable medium
may be, for example but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconduc-
tor system, apparatus, device, or propagation medium.
More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the
computer-readable medium would include the following:
an electrical connection having one or more wires, a port-
able computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-
only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a
transmission media such as those supporting the Internet
or an intranet, or a magnetic storage device. Note that
the computer-usable or computer-readable medium
could even be paper or another suitable medium upon

which the program is printed, as the program can be elec-
tronically captured, via, for instance, optical scanning of
the paper or other medium, then compiled, interpreted,
or otherwise processed in a suitable manner, if neces-
sary, and then stored in a computer memory. In the con-
text of this document, a computer-usable or computer-
readable medium may be any medium that can contain,
store, communicate, propagate, or transport the program
for use by or in connection with the instruction execution
system, apparatus, or device. The computer-usable me-
dium may include a propagated data signal with the com-
puter-usable program code embodied therewith, either
in baseband or as part of a carrier wave. The computer
usable program code may be transmitted using any ap-
propriate medium, including but not limited to wireless,
wireline, optical fiber cable, RF, etc.
[0065] Computer program code for carrying out oper-
ations of the present disclosure may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages, in-
cluding an object oriented programming language such
as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional pro-
cedural programming languages, such as the "C" pro-
gramming language or similar programming languages.
The program code may execute entirely on the user’s
computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer
and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote
computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area net-
work (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for ex-
ample, through the Internet using an Internet Service Pro-
vider).
[0066] The present disclosure is described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams
of methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program
products according to embodiments of the disclosure. It
will be understood that each block of the flowchart illus-
trations and/or block diagrams, and combinations of
blocks in the flowchart illustrations and/or block dia-
grams, can be implemented by computer program in-
structions. These computer program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data
processing apparatus to produce a machine, such that
the instructions, which execute via the processor of the
computer or other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, create means for implementing the functions/acts
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.
[0067] These computer program instructions may also
be stored in a computer-readable medium that can direct
a computer or other programmable data processing ap-
paratus to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer-readable medium
produce an article of manufacture including instruction
means which implement the function/act specified in the
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flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.
[0068] The computer program instructions may also
be loaded onto a computer or other programmable data
processing apparatus to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer or other program-
mable apparatus to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the
computer or other programmable apparatus provide
processes for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.
[0069] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only and is not in-
tended to be limiting of the disclosure. As used herein,
the singular forms "a", "an" and "the" are intended to in-
clude the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. It will be further understood that the
terms "comprises" and/or "comprising," when used in this
specification, specify the presence of stated features, in-
tegers, steps, operations, elements, and/or components,
but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, components, and/or groups thereof. "Optional" or
"optionally" means that the subsequently described
event or circumstance may or may not occur, and that
the description includes instances where the event oc-
curs and instances where it does not.
[0070] Approximating language, as used herein
throughout the specification and claims, may be applied
to modify any quantitative representation that could per-
missibly vary without resulting in a change in the basic
function to which it is related. Accordingly, a value mod-
ified by a term or terms, such as "about," "approximately"
and "substantially," are not to be limited to the precise
value specified. In at least some instances, the approx-
imating language may correspond to the precision of an
instrument for measuring the value. Here and throughout
the specification and claims, range limitations may be
combined and/or interchanged, such ranges are identi-
fied and include all the sub-ranges contained therein un-
less context or language indicates otherwise. "Approxi-
mately" as applied to a particular value of a range applies
to both values, and unless otherwise dependent on the
precision of the instrument measuring the value, may in-
dicate +/- 10% of the stated value(s).
[0071] The corresponding structures, materials, acts,
and equivalents of all means or step plus function ele-
ments in the claims herein are intended to include any
structure, material, or act for performing the function in
combination with other claimed elements as specifically
claimed. The description of the present disclosure has
been presented for purposes of illustration and descrip-
tion, but is not intended to be exhaustive or limited to the
disclosure in the form disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the dis-
closure. The embodiment was chosen and described in
order to best explain the principles of the disclosure and
the practical application, and to enable others of ordinary

skill in the art to understand the disclosure for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated. Various aspects and
embodiments of the present invention will now be defined
by the following numbered clauses:

1. A system, comprising:

a power plant system including a turbine com-
ponent of a gas turbine system; and

at least one computing device in communication
with the power plant system, the at least one
computing device configured to control the pow-
er plant system by performing processes includ-
ing:

defining a turbine inlet temperature range
for a combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component of the gas turbine sys-
tem, the turbine inlet temperature range
based on a desired operational load for the
power plant system;

determining a fuel cost range based on the
turbine inlet temperature range;

determining a maintenance cost range
based on the turbine inlet temperature
range;

calculating a desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas flowing
through the turbine component of the gas
turbine system based on the determined fu-
el cost range and the determined mainte-
nance cost range; and

adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature
of the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component to be within the calculat-
ed, desired turbine inlet temperature range
for the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component.

2. The system of clause 1, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to adjust the actual
turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas flow-
ing through the turbine component of the gas turbine
system by performing processes including:

regulating the mass flow of a fluid flowing
through a compressor of the gas turbine system.

3. The system of clause 2, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to regulate the mass
flow of the fluid flowing through the compressor by
performing processes including at least one of:
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adjusting a variable inlet guide vane positioned
on the compressor of the gas turbine system, or

adjusting a variable stator vane positioned with-
in the compressor of the gas turbine system.

4. The system of clause 1, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to adjust the actual
turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas flow-
ing through the turbine component of the gas turbine
system by performing processes including:

regulating a mass flow of fuel flowing to a com-
bustor of the gas turbine system.

5. The system of clause 1, wherein the processes
performed by the at least one computing device to
control the power plant system further include:

reducing fuel consumption by the gas turbine
system of the power plant system.

6. The system of clause 1, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to define the turbine
inlet temperature range for the combustion gas flow-
ing through the turbine component of the gas turbine
system by performing processes including:

determining operational parameters of the gas
turbine system of the power plant system; and

generating the turbine inlet temperature range
for the combustion gas flowing through the tur-
bine component of the gas turbine system based
on the determined operational parameters of the
gas turbine system of the power plant system.

7. The system of clause 1, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to determine the fuel
cost range by performing processes including:

calculating a fuel cost per hour of operation of
the power plant system across the defined tur-
bine inlet temperature range.

8. The system of clause 1, wherein the at least one
computing device is configured to determine the
maintenance cost range by performing processes
including:

calculating a maintenance cost per hour of op-
eration of the power plant system across the de-
fined turbine inlet temperature range.

9. The system of clause 1, wherein the processes
performed by the at least one computing device to
control the power plant system further include:

continuously adjusting the actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas to be within
the calculated, desired turbine inlet temperature
range to maintain the desired operational load
for the power plant system.

10. A computer program product comprising pro-
gram code, which when executed by at least one
computing device, causes the at least one computing
device to control a power plant system including a
turbine component of a gas turbine system, by per-
forming processes including:

defining a turbine inlet temperature range for a
combustion gas flowing through the turbine
component of the gas turbine system, the tur-
bine inlet temperature range based on a desired
operational load for the power plant system;

determining a fuel cost range based on the tur-
bine inlet temperature range;

determining a maintenance cost range based
on the turbine inlet temperature range;

calculating a desired turbine inlet temperature
range for the combustion gas flowing through
the turbine component of the gas turbine system
based on the determined fuel cost range and
the determined maintenance cost range; and

adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature of
the combustion gas flowing through the turbine
component to be within the calculated, desired
turbine inlet temperature range for the combus-
tion gas flowing through the turbine component.

11. The computer program product of clause 10,
wherein the adjusting of the actual turbine inlet tem-
perature of the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component of the gas turbine system in-
cludes regulating at least one of:

a mass flow of a fluid flowing through a com-
pressor of the gas turbine system, or

a mass flow of fuel flowing to a combustor of the
gas turbine system.

12. The computer program product of clause 11,
wherein the regulating of the mass flow of a fluid
flowing through a compressor of the gas turbine sys-
tem includes at least one of:

adjusting a variable inlet guide vane positioned
on the compressor of the gas turbine system, or

adjusting a variable stator vane positioned with-
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in the compressor of the gas turbine system.

13. The computer program product of clause 10, the
defining of the turbine inlet temperature range for the
combustion gas flowing through the turbine compo-
nent of the gas turbine system includes:

determining operational parameters of the gas
turbine system of the power plant system; and

generating the turbine inlet temperature range
for the combustion gas flowing through the tur-
bine component of the gas turbine system based
on the determined operational parameters of the
gas turbine system of the power plant system.

14. The computer program product of clause 9,
wherein the program code causes the at least one
computing device to calculate a fuel cost per hour of
operation of the power plant system across the de-
fined turbine inlet temperature range.

15. The computer program product of clause 9,
wherein the program code causes the at least one
computing device to calculate a maintenance cost
per hour of operation of the power plant system
across the defined turbine inlet temperature range.

16. A system comprising:

a gas turbine system including a turbine com-
ponent; and

at least one computing device in communication
with the gas turbine system, the at least one
computing device configured to control the gas
turbine system by performing processes includ-
ing:

defining a turbine inlet temperature range
for a combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component of the gas turbine sys-
tem, the turbine inlet temperature range
based on a desired operational load for the
gas turbine system;

determining a fuel cost range based on
the turbine inlet temperature range;

determining a maintenance cost range
based on the turbine inlet temperature
range;

calculating a desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas flowing
through the turbine component of the gas
turbine system based on the determined fu-
el cost range and the determined mainte-

nance cost range; and

adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature
of the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component to be within the calculat-
ed, desired turbine inlet temperature range
for the combustion gas flowing through the
turbine component.

17. The system of clause 16, wherein the at least
one computing device is configured to adjust the ac-
tual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
flowing through the turbine component of the gas
turbine system by performing processes including at
least one of:

regulating the mass flow of a fluid flowing
through a compressor of the gas turbine system,
or

regulating a mass flow of fuel flowing to a com-
bustor of the gas turbine system.

18. The system of clause 17, wherein the at least
one computing device is configured to regulate the
mass flow of the fluid flowing through the compressor
by performing processes including at least one of:

adjusting a variable inlet guide vane positioned
on the compressor of the gas turbine system, or

adjusting a variable stator vane positioned with-
in the compressor of the gas turbine system.

19. The system of clause 16, wherein the processes
performed by the at least one computing device to
control the power plant system further include:

continuously adjusting the actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas to be within
the calculated, desired turbine inlet temperature
range to maintain the desired operational load
for the power plant system.

20. The system of clause 16, wherein the at least
one computing device is configured to adjust the ac-
tual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
flowing through the turbine component of the gas
turbine system by performing processes including:

adjusting the actual turbine inlet temperature of
the combustion gas to be identical to a preferred
turbine inlet temperate for the combustion gas,
the preferred turbine inlet temperate for the com-
bustion gas within the calculated, desired tur-
bine inlet temperature range.
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Claims

1. A system (10), comprising:

a power plant system (12) including a turbine
component (48) of a gas turbine system (30);
and
at least one computing device (66) in communi-
cation with the power plant system (12), the at
least one computing device (66) configured to
control the power plant system (12) by perform-
ing processes including:

defining a turbine inlet temperature range
for a combustion gas (46) flowing through
the turbine component (48) of the gas tur-
bine system (30), the turbine inlet temper-
ature range based on a desired operational
load for the power plant system (12);
determining a fuel (42) cost range based on
the turbine inlet temperature range;
determining a maintenance cost range
based on the turbine inlet temperature
range;
calculating a desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas (46) flow-
ing through the turbine component (48) of
the gas turbine system (30) based on the
determined fuel (42) cost range and the de-
termined maintenance cost range; and
adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature
of the combustion gas (46) flowing through
the turbine component (48) to be within the
calculated, desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas (46) flow-
ing through the turbine component (48).

2. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein the at least one
computing device (66) is configured to adjust the ac-
tual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
(46) flowing through the turbine component (48) of
the gas turbine system (30) by performing processes
including:

regulating the mass flow of a fluid (36) flowing
through a compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30).

3. The system (10) of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
regulate the mass flow of the fluid (36) flowing
through the compressor (32) by performing process-
es including at least one of:

adjusting a variable inlet guide vane (34) posi-
tioned on the compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30), or
adjusting a variable stator vane (37) positioned

within the compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30).

4. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
adjust the actual turbine inlet temperature of the
combustion gas (46) flowing through the turbine
component (48) of the gas turbine system (30) by
performing processes including:

regulating a mass flow of fuel (42) flowing to a
combustor (40) of the gas turbine system (30).

5. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
processes performed by the at least one computing
device (66) to control the power plant system (12)
further include:

reducing fuel (42) consumption by the gas tur-
bine system (30) of the power plant system (12).

6. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
define the turbine inlet temperature range for the
combustion gas (46) flowing through the turbine
component (48) of the gas turbine system (30) by
performing processes including:

determining operational parameters of the gas
turbine system (30) of the power plant system
(12); and
generating the turbine inlet temperature range
for the combustion gas (46) flowing through the
turbine component (48) of the gas turbine sys-
tem (30) based on the determined operational
parameters of the gas turbine system (30) of the
power plant system (12).

7. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
determine the fuel (42) cost range by performing
processes including:

calculating a fuel (42) cost per hour of operation
of the power plant system (12) across the de-
fined turbine inlet temperature range.

8. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
determine the maintenance cost range by perform-
ing processes including:

calculating a maintenance cost per hour of op-
eration of the power plant system (12) across
the defined turbine inlet temperature range.

9. The system (10) of any preceding claim, wherein the
processes performed by the at least one computing
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device (66) to control the power plant system (12)
further include:

continuously adjusting the actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas (46) to be
within the calculated, desired turbine inlet tem-
perature range to maintain the desired opera-
tional load for the power plant system (12).

10. A system (10) comprising:

a gas turbine system (30) including a turbine
component (48); and
at least one computing device (66) in communi-
cation with the gas turbine system (30), the at
least one computing device (66) configured to
control the gas turbine system (30) by perform-
ing processes including:

defining a turbine inlet temperature range
for a combustion gas (46) flowing through
the turbine component (48) of the gas tur-
bine system (30), the turbine inlet temper-
ature range based on a desired operational
load for the gas turbine system (30);

determining a fuel (42) cost range
based on the turbine inlet temperature
range;
determining a maintenance cost range
based on the turbine inlet temperature
range;

calculating a desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas (46) flow-
ing through the turbine component (48) of
the gas turbine system (30) based on the
determined fuel (42) cost range and the de-
termined maintenance cost range; and
adjusting an actual turbine inlet temperature
of the combustion gas (46) flowing through
the turbine component (48) to be within the
calculated, desired turbine inlet tempera-
ture range for the combustion gas (46) flow-
ing through the turbine component (48).

11. The system (10) of claim 10, wherein the at least one
computing device (66) is configured to adjust the ac-
tual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
(46) flowing through the turbine component (48) of
the gas turbine system (30) by performing processes
including at least one of:

regulating the mass flow of a fluid (36) flowing
through a compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30), or
regulating a mass flow of fuel (42) flowing to a
combustor (40) of the gas turbine system (30).

12. The system (10) of claim 10 or claim 11, wherein the
at least one computing device (66) is configured to
regulate the mass flow of the fluid (36) flowing
through the compressor (32) by performing process-
es including at least one of:

adjusting a variable inlet guide vane (34) posi-
tioned on the compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30), or
adjusting a variable stator vane (37) positioned
within the compressor (32) of the gas turbine
system (30).

13. The system (10) of claim 10, wherein the processes
performed by the at least one computing device (66)
to control the power plant system (12) further include:

continuously adjusting the actual turbine inlet
temperature of the combustion gas (46) to be
within the calculated, desired turbine inlet tem-
perature range to maintain the desired opera-
tional load for the power plant system (12).

14. The system (10) of claim 10, wherein the at least one
computing device (66) is configured to adjust the ac-
tual turbine inlet temperature of the combustion gas
(46) flowing through the turbine component (48) of
the gas turbine system (30) by performing processes
including:

adjusting the actual turbine inlet temperature of
the combustion gas (46) to be identical to a pre-
ferred turbine (48) inlet temperate for the com-
bustion gas (46), the preferred turbine (48) inlet
temperate for the combustion gas (46) within the
calculated, desired turbine inlet temperature
range.
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