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(54) ARC DETECTION APPARATUS

(57) To detect an electric arc of a photovoltaic power
generation system including an optimizer. In a photo-
voltaic power generation system (1), a solar battery string
(11a) is connected to a string optimizer (22) via power
lines (17a, 18a), and a solar battery string (11b) is con-
nected to the string optimizer (22) via power lines (17c,

18c). The string optimizer (22) is connected to a PCS
(13) via power lines (17b, 18b). In an arc detection ap-
paratus (61), capacitors (19, 20, 71a) form a bypass cur-
rent route bypassing the string optimizer (22), and a cur-
rent sensor (31) is provided in the power line (18b).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an arc detection apparatus applied to a direct current power supply system.

Description of Related Art

[0002] A photovoltaic power generation system includes a solar battery array. The solar battery array is configured to
have a plurality of solar battery strings connected in parallel. Each of the solar battery strings is configured to have a
plurality of solar battery modules connected in series. As an example, direct current power generated in each of the
solar battery strings is converted into suitable direct current power and/or suitable alternating current power by a power
conditioning system (PCS).
[0003] In such a photovoltaic power generation system, sometimes an arc is generated due to a malfunction of a circuit
or the like inside the system. When an arc is generated, the temperature of the arced part becomes high, and there is
a risk of fire or the like. Therefore, the photovoltaic power generation system includes an arc detection apparatus which
detects generation of an arc by causing a current sensor to sense an alternating current of an arc.
[0004] Patent Document 1 discloses a configuration in which power generated in a solar battery (photovoltaic generator)
is supplied to an inverter via a DC power line. A current sensor is provided in the DC power line, and the presence or
absence of generation of an arc is detected based on an alternating current sensed by the current sensor.

[Prior Art Document]

[Patent Documents]

[0005]

[Patent Document 1] PCT Japanese Translation Patent Publication No. 2014-509396
[Patent Document 2] PCT Japanese Translation Patent Publication No. 2010-521720
[Patent Document 3] PCT Japanese Translation Patent Publication No. 2012-510158

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Recently, in photovoltaic power generation systems, in order to more efficiently convert solar energy into power,
an optimizer performing optimization of power, which has been performed using a PCS, in a solar battery string unit or
a solar battery module unit is being utilized. Patent Documents 2 and 3 disclose specific configurations of such optimizers.
[0007] However, when an arc is generated in a photovoltaic power generation system provided with such an optimizer,
it is difficult for a current sensor to detect an alternating current of an arc. This is because the optimizer includes a DC-
DC converting circuit. The DC-DC converting circuit converts a direct current voltage through a conversion method such
as a chopper type, a fly-back type, and a forward type. However, all the conversion methods include a coil (inductor) in
a circuit. Therefore, an alternating current component of an arc is reduced. In addition, since a capacitor is inserted into
the circuit for voltage stabilization, a high frequency component of the alternating current of the arc flows due to the
capacitor. As a result, no alternating current of an arc flows in the current sensor.
[0008] Therefore, an object of an aspect of the present invention is to provide an arc detection apparatus which can
detect an electric arc generated in a direct current power supply system such as a photovoltaic power generation system
even if an optimizer is present.
[0009] In order to solve the problems, according to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided an arc detection
apparatus applied to a direct current power supply system including a plurality of direct current power sources for power
generation or charging/discharging, an optimizer that optimizes output of the plurality of direct current power sources,
a loading device that consumes or converts output power of the optimizer, a plurality of pairs of first power lines that
connect the plurality of direct current power sources and the optimizer, and a pair of second power lines that connect
the optimizer and the loading device. Each of the plurality of pairs has an inter-power source capacitor of which one end
portion is connected to one of a certain pair of first power lines and of which the other end portion is connected to one
of a different pair of first power lines. The arc detection apparatus includes a first capacitor of which one end portion is
connected to one of the two first power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto and of which the
other end portion is connected to one of the pair of second power lines, a current measuring part which measures a



EP 3 358 691 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

current in the second power lines, and an arc determining part which determines the presence or absence of an arc
based on a high frequency component of an alternating current measured by the current measuring part.
[0010] According to the configuration, the plurality of direct current power sources are connected to the optimizer via
the plurality of pairs of first power lines respectively, and the optimizer is connected to the loading device via the second
power lines. The first capacitor forms a first bypass current route bypassing the optimizer, and the inter-power source
capacitor forms an inter-power source bypass current route bypassing the optimizer. The current measuring part meas-
ures a current in the second power lines.
[0011] Therefore, even when the optimizer is present, the current measuring part in the second power lines can
measure the alternating current of an arc generated in the plurality of direct current power sources. Accordingly, even
when the optimizer is present in the direct current power supply system, the arc detection apparatus can detect an arc
generated in the direct current power supply system.
[0012] The first capacitor and the inter-power source capacitor may be provided outside the optimizer and may be
provided inside the optimizer.
[0013] In the arc detection apparatus according to the aspect, it is preferable that an impedance between the first
capacitor and the inter-power source capacitor satisfy a condition that a joint impedance constituted of the impedance
between the first capacitor and the inter-power source capacitor, an impedance of the optimizer between the two first
power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto and the pair of second power lines, an impedance
of the optimizer between the pair of second power lines, an impedance of the loading device, and an impedance of the
optimizer between the first power lines each of which is provided with the inter-power source capacitor is smaller than
any of the impedances of the optimizer between the pairs of first power lines. In this case, the amount of an alternating
current flowing in the first capacitor and the inter-power source capacitor is greater than the amount of an alternating
current flowing in the optimizer. Therefore, it is possible to reliably detect an arc generated in the direct current power
supply system.
[0014] The arc detection apparatus according to the aspect may further include a plurality of coils each of which is
provided between a connection portion of the first capacitor in the first power lines and the inter-power source capacitor,
and an input portion of the optimizer. In this case, the alternating current flowing in the first bypass current route and the
inter-power source bypass current route increases, and the alternating current flowing in the current measuring part
increases. As a result, it is possible to accurately detect an arc generated in the direct current power supply system.
The coils may be provided inside the optimizer or may be provided outside the optimizer.
[0015] Incidentally, depending on the optimizer, there are cases where the impedance of the optimizer between the
other one of the two first power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto and the other one of the
second power lines becomes significant.
[0016] Therefore, the arc detection apparatus according to the aspect may further include a second capacitor of which
one end portion is connected to the other one of the two first power lines and of which the other end portion is connected
to the other one of the pair of second power lines. In this case, the second capacitor forms a second bypass current
route bypassing the optimizer. Therefore, even if the impedance of the optimizer between the other one of the two first
power lines and the other one of the second power lines is significant, the current measuring part in the second power
lines can measure the alternating current of an arc generated in the plurality of direct current power sources. Accordingly,
even when the optimizer is present in the direct current power supply system, the arc detection apparatus can detect
an arc generated in the direct current power supply system.
[0017] In the arc detection apparatus according to the aspect, it is preferable that an impedance among the first
capacitor, the second capacitor, and the inter-power source capacitor satisfy a condition that a joint impedance constituted
of the impedance among the first capacitor, the second capacitor, and the inter-power source capacitor, the impedance
of the optimizer between the two first power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto and the pair
of second power lines, the impedance of the optimizer between the pair of second power lines, the impedance of the
loading device, and the impedance of the optimizer between the first power lines each of which is provided with the inter-
power source capacitor is smaller than any of the impedances of the optimizer between the pairs of first power lines. In
this case, the amount of an alternating current flowing in the first capacitor, the second capacitor, and the inter-power
source capacitor is greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing in the optimizer. Therefore, it is possible to
reliably detect an arc generated in the direct current power supply system.
[0018] The arc detection apparatus according to the aspect may further include a coil between a connection portion
of the second capacitor in the first power lines and the input portion of the optimizer. In this case, the alternating current
flowing in the second bypass current route increases, and the alternating current flowing in the current measuring part
increases. As a result, it is possible to accurately detect an arc generated in the direct current power supply system.
The coil may be provided inside the optimizer or may be provided outside the optimizer.
[0019] According to the aspect of the present invention, the first capacitor forms the first bypass current route bypassing
the optimizer, and the inter-power source capacitor forms the inter-power source bypass current route bypassing the
optimizer. Therefore, even when the optimizer is present in the direct current power supply system, the current measuring
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part in the second power lines can measure the alternating current of an arc generated in the plurality of direct current
power sources. Accordingly, the arc detection apparatus can detect an arc generated in the direct current power supply
system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020]

Fig. 1 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of a photovoltaic power generation system including
an arc detection apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an arc detection processing part of the arc detection apparatus
included in the photovoltaic power generation system.
Fig. 3a is a graph illustrating a waveform of an alternating current in a non-arc generative state and an arc generative
state in a preceding stage of a string optimizer in the photovoltaic power generation system.
Fig. 3b is a graph illustrating a waveform of an alternating current in a non-arc generative state and an arc generative
state in a succeeding stage of the string optimizer.
Fig. 4a is a waveform chart illustrating an FFT processing waveform of a current sensed by a current sensor in the
arc detection apparatus when no arc is generated in the photovoltaic power generation system.
Fig. 4b is a waveform chart illustrating an FFT processing waveform of a current sensed by the current sensor when
an arc is generated in the photovoltaic power generation system.
Fig. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system including
an arc detection apparatus according to another embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 6 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system including
an arc detection apparatus according to further another embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 7 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system including
an arc detection apparatus according to an alternative embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0021] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail. For convenience of description,
the same reference signs will be applied to members having the same functions illustrated in each of the embodiments,
and the description thereof will be suitably omitted.

[Embodiment 1]

[0022] Fig. 1 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of a photovoltaic power generation system
including an arc detection apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a block diagram
illustrating a configuration of an arc detection processing part of the arc detection apparatus included in the photovoltaic
power generation system illustrated in Fig. 1.

(Configuration of Photovoltaic Power Generation System 1)

[0023] As illustrated in Fig. 1, a photovoltaic power generation system 1 (direct current power supply system) includes
solar battery strings 11a and 11b (direct current power sources), a string optimizer 22 (optimizer), and a power conditioning
system (hereinafter, will be referred to as a PCS) 13 (loading device).
[0024] In each of the solar battery strings 11a and 11b, many solar battery modules 21 connected in series are formed.
Each of the solar battery modules 21 includes a plurality of solar battery cells (not illustrated) formed in a panel shape
connected in series.
[0025] The solar battery string 11a is connected to the string optimizer 22 through a power line 17a on a P-side and
a power line 18a on an N-side serving as a pair of power circuits (pair of first power lines). In addition, the solar battery
string 11b is connected to the string optimizer 22 through a power line 17c on the P-side and the power line 18c on the
N-side serving as another pair of power circuits (pair of first power lines).
[0026] The string optimizer 22 is connected to the PCS 13 through a power line 17b on the P-side and a power line
18b on the N-side serving as another pair of power circuits (pair of second power lines). The string optimizer 22 optimizes
power from the solar battery strings 11a and 11b and supplies output power to the power lines 17b and 18b. Accordingly,
it is possible to improve an efficiency of outputting power from the solar battery strings 11a and 11b to the PCS 13.
[0027] In the PCS 13, direct current power input from the solar battery strings 11a and 11b via the string optimizer 22
is converted into alternating current power and the converted alternating current power is output to a power system 14
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(loading device). In place of the PCS 13, a loading device consuming the direct current power may be provided.

(Configuration of Arc Detection Apparatus)

[0028] The photovoltaic power generation system 1 includes an arc detection apparatus 61. The arc detection apparatus
61 includes bypass current routes 23, 24, and 72a, capacitors 19, 20, and 71a, a current sensor 31 (current measuring
part), and an arc detection processing part 32 (arc determining part) (refer to Fig. 2).
[0029] In the bypass current route 23, a first end portion (one end portion) is connected to the power line 17a (one of
the first power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto) between the string optimizer 22 and the
solar battery string 11a, and a second end portion (the other end portion) is connected to the power line 17b (one of the
pair of second power lines) between the string optimizer 22 and the PCS 13, such that the bypass current route 23
bypasses the string optimizer 22.
[0030] The capacitor 19 (first capacitor) is provided in the bypass current route 23. That is, in the capacitor 19, a first
electrode is connected to the power line 17a, and a second electrode is connected to the power line 17b, thereby forming
the bypass current route 23. The static capacitance (impedance) of the capacitor 19 will be described below.
[0031] In the bypass current route 24, a first end portion (one end portion) is connected to the power line 18c (the
other one of the first power lines having no inter-power source capacitor connected thereto) between the string optimizer
22 and the solar battery string 11b, and a second end portion (the other end portion) is connected to the power line 18b
(the other one of the pair of second power lines) between the string optimizer 22 and the PCS 13, such that the bypass
current route 24 bypasses the string optimizer 22.
[0032] The capacitor 20 (second capacitor) is provided in the bypass current route 24. That is, in the capacitor 20, a
first electrode is connected to the power line 18c, and a second electrode is connected to the power line 18b, thereby
forming the bypass current route 24. The static capacitance (impedance) of the capacitor 20 will be described below.
[0033] In the bypass current route 72a, a first end portion (one end portion) is connected to the power line 18a (one
of a certain pair of first power lines) between the string optimizer 22 and the solar battery string 11 a, and a second end
portion (the other end portion) is connected to the power line 17c (one of a different pair of first power lines) between
the string optimizer 22 and the solar battery string 11b, such that the bypass current route 72a bypasses the string
optimizer 22.
[0034] The capacitor 71a (inter-power source capacitor) is provided in the bypass current route 72a. That is, in the
capacitor 71 a, the first electrode is connected to the power line 18a, and the second electrode is connected to the power
line 17c, thereby forming the bypass current route 72a. The static capacitance (impedance) of the capacitor 71a will be
described below.
[0035] The current sensor 31 senses an alternating current flowing from the power line 18c to the power line 18b via
the bypass current route 24 based on an arc generated in the solar battery string 11a or the solar battery string 11b.
The current sensor 31 may be provided in the power line 17b. In this case, the current sensor 31 senses an alternating
current flowing from the power line 17a to the power line 17b via the bypass current route 23 based on the arc.
[0036] The arc detection processing part 32 has a configuration known in the related art. For example, as illustrated
in Fig. 2, the arc detection processing part 32 includes an amplifier 41, a filter 42, an A/D converter 43, and a central
processing unit (CPU) 44.
[0037] The amplifier 41 amplifies a current sensed by the current sensor 31. The filter 42 is a band-pass filter (BPF)
allowing a current only within a predetermined frequency range among currents output from the amplifier 41 to pass
through. Accordingly, among the currents output from the amplifier 41, it is possible to eliminate a current having a
frequency component containing plenty of switching noise of a converter (DC-DC converter) included in the PCS 13.
The A/D converter 43 converts an analog signal of a current which has passed through the filter 42 into a digital signal
and inputs the digital signal to the CPU 44.
[0038] The CPU 44 includes an FFT processing part 51 and an arc presence/absence determining part 52. The FFT
processing part 51 performs FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) with respect to a digital signal of a current input from the A/D
converter 43 and generates a power spectrum of the current. The arc presence/absence determining part 52 determines
the presence or absence of generation of an arc based on the power spectrum of the current generated by the FFT
processing part 51.

(Operations of Photovoltaic Power Generation System 1 and Arc Detection Apparatus 61)

[0039] Operations of the photovoltaic power generation system 1 and the arc detection apparatus 61 in the configuration
described above will be described below.
[0040] Fig. 3a is a graph illustrating a waveform of an alternating current in a non-arc generative state and an arc
generative state in a preceding stage (solar battery strings 11 a and 11b side) of the string optimizer 22. Fig. 3b is a
graph illustrating a waveform of an alternating current in a non-arc generative state and an arc generative state in a
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succeeding stage (PCS 13 side) of the string optimizer 22.
[0041] Fig. 4a is a waveform chart illustrating an FFT processing waveform of a current sensed by the current sensor
31 when no arc is generated in either of the solar battery strings 11a and 11b. Fig. 4b is a waveform chart illustrating
an FFT processing waveform of a current sensed by the current sensor 31 when an arc is generated in any of the solar
battery strings 11a and 11b.
[0042] The solar battery strings 11a and 11b generate power of a direct current. The power generated by the solar
battery strings 11a and 11b is input to the PCS 13 via the string optimizer 22. In this case, a direct current output from
the solar battery strings 11a and 11b is blocked by the capacitors 19 and 20 and does not flow in the bypass current
routes 23 and 24. In the PCS 13, direct current power input via the string optimizer 22 is converted into alternating current
power and is output.
[0043] Here, when no arc is generated in either of the solar battery strings 11a and 11b, the waveform of an alternating
current in the preceding stage (solar battery strings 11a and 11b side) of the string optimizer 22 turns into a waveform
in the non-arc generative state as illustrated in Fig. 3a. Therefore, a current sensed by the current sensor 31 contains
no alternating current of an arc. Fig. 4a illustrates the waveform of this current subjected to FFT processing by the FFT
processing part 51.
[0044] Meanwhile, when an arc is generated in any of the solar battery strings 11a and 11b, the waveform of an
alternating current in the preceding stage (solar battery strings 11 a and 11b side) of the string optimizer 22 turns into
a waveform in the arc generative state as illustrated in Fig. 3a. In this case, although no alternating current of an arc
flows in the string optimizer 22, an alternating current of an arc flows from the power line 17a to the power line 18a via
the bypass current route 23, the power line 17b, the PCS 13, the power line 18b, the bypass current route 24, the power
line 18c, the power line 17c, and the bypass current route 72a. Therefore, the waveform of an alternating current in the
succeeding stage (PCS 13 side) of the string optimizer 22 turns into a waveform in the arc generative state as illustrated
in Fig. 3b. In addition, an alternating current of an arc is sensed by the current sensor 31 provided in the power line 18b.
[0045] Therefore, a current sensed by the current sensor 31 contains an alternating current of an arc. Fig. 4b illustrates
the waveform of this current subjected to FFT processing by the FFT processing part 51. Accordingly, the arc detection
processing part 32 can detect generation of an arc in the solar battery strings 11a and 11b based on a high frequency
component of a signal input from the current sensor 31.

(Advantage of Arc Detection Apparatus 61)

[0046] As described above, the arc detection apparatus 61 includes the bypass current routes 23, 24, and 72a with
respect to the string optimizer 22 in the solar battery strings 11a and 11b in which the string optimizer 22 is provided. In
addition, the capacitors 19, 20, and 71 a are respectively provided in the bypass current routes 23, 24, and 72a, and
the current sensor 31 is provided in the power line 18b between the string optimizer 22 and the PCS 13. Therefore, even
when the string optimizer 22 is present in the photovoltaic power generation system 1, the current sensor 31 can sense
an alternating current of an arc generated in the solar battery strings 11a and 11b.

(Impedance of Capacitors 19, 20, and 71a)

[0047] In Fig. 1, the internal impedance of the string optimizer 22 and the internal impedance of the PCS 13 on the
input side are illustrated in an equivalent circuit. As illustrated in Fig. 1, the string optimizer 22 has an impedance Zin1
between the power lines 17a and 18a on the input side, an impedance Zin2 between the power lines 17c and 18c on the
input side, an impedance Zout between the power lines 17b and 18b on the output side, an impedance Z1 between the
power lines 17a and 17b on the positive side, an impedance Z2 between the power lines 18a and 18b on the negative
side, and an impedance Z3 between the power lines 18a and 17c adjacent to each other. In addition, the PCS 13 has
an impedance ZPCSin between the power lines 17b and 18b on the input side. Other impedances in the PCS 13 are not
illustrated. Moreover, the impedances of the capacitors 19, 20, and 71a are Zpass1, Zpass2, and Zpass3 respectively.
[0048] In order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an arc generated in the solar battery string
11 a, it is desirable that the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17a to the power line 18a via
the impedances Zpas1 and Z1, via the impedances Zout and ZPCSin, via the impedances Zpass2 and Z2, via the solar
battery string 11b, and via the impedances Zpass3 and Z3 be greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing
from the power line 17a to the power line 18a via the impedance Zin1.
[0049] Similarly, in order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an arc generated in the solar
battery string 11b, it is desirable that the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17c to the power
line 18c via the impedances Zpass3 and Z3, via the solar battery string 11a, via the impedances Zpass1 and Z1, via the
impedance Zout and ZPCSin, and via the impedances Zpass2 and Z2 be greater than the amount of an alternating current
flowing from the power line 17c to the power line 18c via the impedance Zin2.
[0050] That is, it is desirable that the following Conditional Expression (1) be satisfied. 
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[0051] In addition, in order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an arc, it is desirable that the
amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17b to the power line 18b via the impedance ZPCSin be
greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing in the impedance Zout. That is, it is desirable that the following
Expression (2) be satisfied. 

[0052] Therefore, for example, the impedances Zin1, Zin2, Zout, Z1, Z2, and Z3 in the string optimizer 22, and the
impedance ZPCSin in the PCS 13 can be measured using an LCR meter, and the impedances Zpass1, Zpass2, and Zpass3
of the capacitors 19, 20, and 71 a can be easily determined using the measurement result and the Conditional Expression
(1). In addition, for example, a capacitor may be provided between the power line 17b and the power line 18b on the
PCS 13 side of the current sensor 31 such that the Expression (2) is satisfied using the measurement result.
[0053] Moreover, with reference to the Conditional Expression (1), when Z2 << Zin1 and Zin2, it is possible to understand
that the impedance Zpass2 may have any value. Therefore, when the impedance Z2 is extremely smaller than the im-
pedances Zin1 and Zin2, the capacitor 20 having the impedance Zpass2 can be omitted.
[0054] Incidentally, depending on the string optimizer 22, the solar battery strings 11a and 11b are connected in series
or parallel, or both the series connection and the parallel connection can be realized. On the other hand, it is possible
to exhibit the effects described above regardless of which of the series connection and the parallel connection is applied
to the arc detection apparatus 61 of the present embodiment.

[Embodiment 2]

[0055] Fig. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system
including an arc detection apparatus according to another embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated in Fig. 5,
the photovoltaic power generation system 1 of the present embodiment is different from the photovoltaic power generation
system 1 illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4 in that a new solar battery string 11c is connected to the string optimizer 22 through
a power line 17d on the P-side and a power line 18d on the N-side serving as a pair of power circuits, and a bypass
current route 72b and a capacitor 71b are added to the arc detection apparatus 61. Other configurations are similar.
[0056] In the bypass current route 72b, a first end portion (one end portion) is connected to the power line 18c between
the string optimizer 22 and the solar battery string 11b, and a second end portion (the other end portion) is connected
to the power line 17d (one of the pair of second power lines) between the string optimizer 22 and the solar battery string
11c, such that the bypass current route 72b bypasses the string optimizer 22.
[0057] The capacitor 71b (inter-power source capacitor) is provided in the bypass current route 72b. That is, in the
capacitor 71b, a first electrode is connected to the power line 18c, and a second electrode is connected to the power
line 17d, thereby forming the bypass current route 72b.
[0058] In the case of the configuration described above, as illustrated in Fig. 5, an impedance Zin3 between the power
lines 17d and 18d on the input side, and an impedance Z4 between the power lines 18c and 17d adjacent to each other
are added to the string optimizer 22. The impedance of the capacitor 71b is Zpass4.
[0059] In the configuration described above, in order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an
arc generated in the solar battery string 11a, it is desirable that the amount of an alternating current flowing from the
power line 17a to the power line 18a via the impedances Zpass1 and Z1, via the impedances Zout and ZPCSin, via the
impedances Zpass2 and Z2, via the solar battery string 11c, via the impedances Zpass4 and Z4, via the solar battery string
11b, and via the impedances Zpass3 and Z3 be greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power
line 17a to the power line 18a via the impedance Zin1.
[0060] Similarly, in order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an arc generated in the solar
battery string 11b, it is desirable that the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17c to the power
line 18c via the impedances Zpass3 and Z3, via the solar battery string 11a, via the impedances Zpass1 and Z1, via the
impedances Zout and ZPCSin, via the impedances Zpass2 and Z2, via the solar battery string 11c, and via the impedances
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Zpass4 and Z4 be greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17c to the power line 18c
via the impedance Zin2.
[0061] Similarly, in order for the current sensor 31 to detect the alternating current of an arc generated in the solar
battery string 11c, it is desirable that the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17d to the power
line 18d via the impedances Zpass4 and Z4, via the solar battery string 11b, via the impedances Zpass3 and Z3, via the
solar battery string 11a, via the impedances Zpass1 and Z1, via the impedances Zout and ZPCSin, and via the impedances
Zpass2 and Z2 be greater than the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17d to the power line 18d
via the impedance Zin3.
[0062] That is, it is desirable that the following Conditional Expression (3) be satisfied. 

[0063] Therefore, the number of solar battery strings connected to the string optimizer 22 via a pair of power lines
may be two as illustrated in Fig. 1, may be three as illustrated in Fig. 5, or may be four or more.
[0064] In addition, for example, the impedances Zin1, Zin2, Zin3, Zout, Z1, Z2, Z3, and Z4 between terminals in the string
optimizer 22, and the impedance ZPCSin in the PCS 13 can be measured using an LCR meter, and the impedances
Zpass1, Zpass2, Zpass3, and Zpass4 of the capacitors 19, 20, 71a, and 71b can be easily determined using the measurement
result and the Conditional Expression (3).

[Embodiment 3]

[0065] Fig. 6 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system
including an arc detection apparatus according to further another embodiment of the present invention. The photovoltaic
power generation system 1 illustrated in Fig. 6 is different from the photovoltaic power generation system 1 illustrated
in Figs. 1 to 4 in that two string parts 81 each including the solar battery strings 11a and 11b and the string optimizer 22
illustrated in Fig. 1 are provided, and a connection box 12 is provided. Other configurations are similar.
[0066] The two string parts 81 and 81 are connected to the connection box 12, and the connection box 12 is connected
to the PCS 13. In the connection box 12, the two string parts 81 and 81 are connected in parallel.
[0067] As in the configuration above, the photovoltaic power generation system 1 may include a plurality of string
optimizers 22. In this case, the bypass current routes 23, 24, and 72a bypassing the string optimizer 22 are provided
for each of the string optimizers 22, and the capacitors 19, 20, and 71a are respectively provided in the bypass current
routes 23, 24, and 72a. Accordingly, the current sensor 31 can sense an alternating current of an arc generated in any
of the four solar battery strings 11a, 11a, 11b, and 11b. As a result, the arc detection apparatus 61 can detect generation
of an arc in any of the four solar battery strings 11a, 11a, 11b, and 11b.

[Embodiment 4]

[0068] Fig. 7 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating a configuration of the photovoltaic power generation system
including an arc detection apparatus according to an alternative embodiment of the present invention. As illustrated in
Fig. 7, the photovoltaic power generation system 1 of the present embodiment is different from the photovoltaic power
generation system 1 illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4 in that a coil 25 is newly provided in each of the power lines 17a, 18a, 17c,
and 18c on the input side of the string optimizer 22. Other configurations are similar.
[0069] In the present embodiment, in the bypass current route 23, a first end portion (connection portion) is connected
to the power line 17a between the coil 25 and the solar battery string 11a, and a second end portion is connected to the
power line 17b between the string optimizer 22 and the current sensor 31, such that bypass current route 23 bypasses
the coil 25 and the string optimizer 22. Similarly, in the bypass current route 24, a first end portion is connected to the
power line 18c between the coil 25 and the solar battery string 11b, and a second end portion is connected to the power
line 18b between the string optimizer 22 and the PCS 13, such that the bypass current route 24 bypasses the coil 25
and the string optimizer 22.
[0070] In addition, in the bypass current route 72a, a first end portion (connection portion) is connected to the power



EP 3 358 691 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

line 18a between the coil 25 and the solar battery string 11 a, and a second end portion (connection portion) is connected
to the power line 17c between the coil 25 and the solar battery string 11b, such that the bypass current route 72a
bypasses the coils 25 and 25, and the string optimizer 22.
[0071] When the four coils 25 are added, the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17a to the
power line 18a via the coil 25, the impedance Zin1, and the coil 25 is reduced. In addition, the amount of an alternating
current flowing from the power line 17c to the power line 18c via the coil 25, the impedance Zin2, and the coil 25 is
reduced. In addition, the amount of an alternating current flowing from the power line 17c to the power line 18a via the
coil 25, the impedance Z3, and the coil 25 is reduced.
[0072] Therefore, the amount of an alternating current flowing in the bypass current routes 23, 24, and 72a increases,
and the amount of an alternating current flowing in the current sensor 31 increases. As a result, it is possible to accurately
detect generation of an arc. The coils 25 may be mounted inside an input portion of the string optimizer 22. In addition,
when the capacitor 20 can be omitted as described above, the coil 25 provided in the power line 18c may be omitted.

(Supplementary Information)

[0073] In the embodiments, the bypass current routes 23, 24, 72a, and 72b, and the capacitors 19, 20, 71a, and 71b
are provided outside the string optimizer 22. However, the bypass current routes and the capacitors may be provided
inside the string optimizer 22.
[0074] In addition, in the embodiments, the present invention is applied to a photovoltaic power generation system.
However, the present invention is not limited thereto and can be applied to an arbitrary power supply system including
a direct current power source. In addition to a photovoltaic power generation apparatus, examples of direct current power
sources include a fuel cell apparatus which can acquire electric energy (direct current power) by utilizing hydrogen fuel
for electrochemical reaction between hydrogen fuel and oxygen in the air, a storage battery which stores electric energy,
and an electric condenser such as a capacitor.

[Reference Signs List]

[0075]

1 photovoltaic power generation system
11a-11c solar battery strings
13 power conditioning system
14 power system
17a-17d, 18a-18d power line
19, 20, 71a, 71b capacitor
22 string optimizer
23, 24, 72a, 72b bypass current route
25 coil
31 current sensor
32 arc detection processing part
41 amplifier
42 filter
43 A/D converter
44 central processing unit
51 FFT processing part
52 arc presence/absence determining part
61 arc detection apparatus
Zin1-Zin3, Zout, Z1-Z4, Zpass1-Zpass4, ZPCSin impedance

Claims

1. An arc detection apparatus (61) applied to a direct current power supply system (1) comprising:

a plurality of direct current power sources (11a, 11b) for power generation or charging/discharging;
an optimizer (22) that optimizes output of the plurality of direct current power sources(11a,11b);
a loading device (13) that consumes or converts output power of the optimizer (22);
a plurality of pairs of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) that connect the plurality of direct current power
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sources (11a, 11b) and the optimizer (22); and
a pair of second power lines (17b, 18b) that connect the optimizer (22) and the loading device (13),
wherein each of the plurality of pairs of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) has an inter-power source capacitor
(71a) of which one end portion is connected to one of a certain pair of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) and
of which the other end portion is connected to one of a different pair of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c), and
wherein the arc detection apparatus (61) comprises:

a first capacitor (19) of which one end portion is connected to one of the two first power lines (17a, 17c,
18a, 18c) having no inter-power source capacitor (71a) connected thereto and of which the other end portion
is connected to one of the pair of second power lines (17b, 18b);
a current measuring part (31) which measures a current in the second power lines (17b, 18b), and
an arc determining part (52) which determines the presence or absence of an arc based on a high frequency
component of an alternating current measured by the current measuring part (31).

2. The arc detection apparatus (61) according to claim 1,

wherein an impedance between the first capacitor (19) and the inter-power source capacitor (71a) satisfies a
condition that a joint impedance constituted of the impedance between the first capacitor (19) and the inter-
power source capacitor (71a), an impedance of the optimizer (22) between the two first power lines (17a, 17c,
18a, 18c) having no inter-power source capacitor (71a) connected thereto and the pair of second power lines
(17b, 18b), an impedance of the optimizer (22) between the pair of second power lines (17b, 18b), an impedance
of the loading device (13), and an impedance of the optimizer (22) between the first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a,
18c) each of which is provided with the inter-power source capacitor (71a) is smaller than any of the impedances
of the optimizer (22) between each of the plurality of pairs of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c).

3. The arc detection apparatus (61) according to claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

a plurality of coils each of which is provided between a connection portion of the first capacitor (19) in the first
power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) and the inter-power source capacitor (71a), and an input portion of the optimizer
(22).

4. The arc detection apparatus (61) according to any one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising:

a second capacitor (20) of which one end portion is connected to the other one of the two first power lines (17a,
17c, 18a, 18c) having no inter-power source capacitor (71a) connected thereto and of which the other end
portion is connected to the other one of the pair of second power lines (17b, 18b).

5. The arc detection apparatus (61) according to claim 4,

wherein an impedance among the first capacitor (19), the second capacitor (20), and the inter-power source
capacitor (71 a) satisfies a condition that a joint impedance constituted of the impedance among the first capacitor
(19), the second capacitor (20), and the inter-power source capacitor (71a), the impedance of the optimizer
(22) between the two first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) having no inter-power source capacitor (71 a)
connected thereto and the pair of second power lines (17b, 18b), the impedance of the optimizer (22) between
the pair of second power lines (17b, 18b), the impedance of the loading device (13), and the impedance of the
optimizer (22) between the first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c) each of which is provided with the inter-power
source capacitor (71a) is smaller than any of the impedances of the optimizer (22) between each of the plurality
of pairs of first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a, 18c).

6. The arc detection apparatus (61) according to claim 4 or 5, further comprising:

a coil (25) between a connection portion of the second capacitor (20) in the first power lines (17a, 17c, 18a,
18c) and the input portion of the optimizer (22).



EP 3 358 691 A1

11



EP 3 358 691 A1

12



EP 3 358 691 A1

13



EP 3 358 691 A1

14



EP 3 358 691 A1

15



EP 3 358 691 A1

16



EP 3 358 691 A1

17



EP 3 358 691 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 358 691 A1

19

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 358 691 A1

20

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2014509396 PCT [0005]
• JP 2010521720 PCT [0005]

• JP 2012510158 PCT [0005]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

