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(54) CLOSURE ELEMENT FOR USE WITH ANNULOPLASTY STRUCTURE

(57) Apparatus is provided including an implantable
structure (22), including a flexible sleeve (26), having first
and second sleeve ends (49, 51), a contracting assembly
(40), which is configured to longitudinally contract the
sleeve (26). The contract assembly (40) includes a con-
tracting mechanism (28), which is at a first site of the
sleeve (26); and a longitudinal contracting member (30),
having (a) a first member end, (b) a second member end
(53), coupled to the sleeve (26) at a second site longitu-
dinally between the first site and the second sleeve end
(49 or 51), exclusive. A force -distributing element (540)
is couplable to the sleeve (26) in a vicinity of the second
sleeve end (49 or 51), element (540) is configured to
distribute a contraction force by the contracting member
(30) between the second member end (53) and the sec-
ond sleeve end (49 of 51). Other applications are also
described.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICA-
TIONS

[0001] The present patent application claims the prior-
ity from and is a continuation-in-part of:

US Patent Application 13/167,444 to Reich et al.,
entitled, "Partially-adjustable annuloplasty struc-
ture," filed June 23, 2011, which is a continuation-
in-part of US Patent Application 12/341,960 to Cabiri,
filed December 22, 2008 (published as US
2010/0161047);

US Patent Application 13/167,476 to Hammer et al.,
entitled, "Closure element for use with annuloplasty
structure," filed June 23, 2011; and

US Patent Application 13/167,492 to Gross, et al.,
entitled, "Closed band for percutaneous annulo-
plasty," filed June 23, 2011.

[0002] All of these applications are incorporated herein
by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Some embodiments of the present invention re-
late in general to valve repair, and more specifically to
repair of an atrioventricular valve of a patient.

BACKGROUND

[0004] Ischemic heart disease causes mitral regurgi-
tation by the combination of ischemic dysfunction of the
papillary muscles, and the dilatation of the left ventricle
that is present in ischemic heart disease, with the sub-
sequent displacement of the papillary muscles and the
dilatation of the mitral valve annulus.
[0005] Dilation of the annulus of the mitral valve pre-
vents the valve leaflets from fully coapting when the valve
is closed. Mitral regurgitation of blood from the left ven-
tricle into the left atrium results in increased total stroke
volume and decreased cardiac output, and ultimate
weakening of the left ventricle secondary to a volume
overload and a pressure overload of the left atrium.

SUMMARY

[0006] In some applications of the present invention,
apparatus is provided that comprises an implant structure
comprising a flexible sleeve having a first and second
sleeve end, a lumen, and at least one opening at a first
end of the implant structure (i.e., one of the first and sec-
ond sleeve ends). The implant structure additionally com-
prises a closure element (e.g., a closure mechanism)
configured to close the at least one opening at the first

end of the implant structure. The implant structure com-
prises a contracting assembly configured to longitudinal-
ly contract and expand the implant structure at least in
part. For some applications, the closure mechanism com-
prises at least one end flap, and the contracting mecha-
nism is configured to actuate the end flap so as to cover
the at least one opening. For other applications, the clo-
sure mechanism comprises self-closing strips which are
biased to close around the portion of the implant structure
that defines the at least one opening. For some applica-
tions, the closure mechanism is configured to compress
(e.g., by gathering together) excess portions of the sleeve
which do not need to be anchored to tissue of a patient.
[0007] Typically, the implant structure comprises at
least part of an annuloplasty structure (e.g., a partial an-
nuloplasty ring) for repairing a dilated valve annulus of a
native atrioventricular valve, such as a mitral or tricuspid
valve, of a patient. Typically, the one or more flexible,
longitudinal contracting members (e.g., a wire, string, or
suture) are coupled to the sleeve by being threaded one
or more times through the sleeve.
[0008] In some applications of the present invention,
the contracting assembly includes one or more longitu-
dinal contracting members coupled to the contracting
mechanism. Typically, the implantable structure is
placed completely around the annulus, such that none
of the one or more longitudinal contracting members is
positioned along an anterior portion of the annulus be-
tween fibrous trigones of the valve. The implantable
structure is fastened to the annulus. The contracting as-
sembly is then actuated to contract a longitudinal portion
of the sleeve not positioned along the anterior portion of
the annulus. Tightening of the implantable structure
therefore tightens at least a portion of the posterior por-
tion of the annulus, while preserving the length of the
anterior portion of the annulus. (The anterior portion of
the annulus should generally not be contracted because
its tissue is part of the skeleton of the heart.) However,
the portion of the sleeve deployed along the anterior por-
tion of the annulus prevents dilation of the anterior an-
nulus, because the sleeve is anchored at both ends of
the anterior annulus, and the sleeve typically comprises
a longitudinally non-extensible material. This deployment
configuration may help prevent long-term resizing of an-
nulus, especially the anterior annulus, which sometimes
occurs after implantation of partial annuloplasty rings,
such as C-bands.
[0009] The contracting assembly is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve, and comprises a contract-
ing mechanism and a longitudinal contracting member
having first and second member ends. Typically, the con-
tracting mechanism is disposed longitudinally at a first
site of the sleeve, and the second member end is coupled
to the sleeve (e.g., by being directly coupled or by being
coupled to an element coupled to the sleeve) longitudi-
nally at a second site longitudinally between the first site
and the second sleeve end, exclusive. The contracting
member also has a first member end portion, which ex-
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tends from the first member end toward the second mem-
ber end along only a longitudinal portion of the contracting
member, and is coupled to the contracting mechanism.
A first portion of the sleeve longitudinally extends from
the first sleeve end toward the first site, and a second
portion of the sleeve longitudinally extends from the sec-
ond sleeve end toward the second site. The implantable
structure is configured such that the contracting assem-
bly applies a longitudinal contracting force only between
the first and the second sites.
[0010] In some applications of the present invention,
one or more of the tissue anchors are coupled to the
sleeve at respective third sites longitudinally between the
second site and the second sleeve end, exclusive. Typ-
ically, the implantable structure is configured such that
the contracting assembly applies a longitudinal contract-
ing force only between the first and the second sites. The
longitudinal contracting force contracts at least a portion
of the sleeve only between the first and the second sites.
Providing the one or more anchors beyond the ends of
the contracting member generally distributes force ap-
plied by contraction of the contracting assembly over the
tissue interfaces of these anchors. In contrast, in some
configurations of the implantable structure in which an-
chors are not provided beyond the ends of the contracting
member, the force applied by the contracting assembly
is applied predominantly to the single anchor nearest the
first end of the contracting member, and the single anchor
nearest the second end of the contracting member.
[0011] For some applications, at least two of the tissue
anchors are coupled to the sleeve at respective third sites
longitudinally between the second member end and the
second sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications,
the second site is at least 5 mm from the second sleeve
end, measured when the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed,
non-contracted state, such as at least 9 mm, e.g., at least
18 mm. For some applications, the second site is at a
longitudinal distance from the second sleeve end, which
distance is no greater than 30% of a total length of the
sleeve, the distance and length measured when the
sleeve is in the straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.
For some applications, at least three of the tissue anchors
are coupled to the sleeve alongside the contracting mem-
ber, longitudinally between the first and second sites, ex-
clusive. Typically, the sleeve is substantially longitudinal-
ly non-extensible.
[0012] For some applications, the sleeve has first and
second sleeve ends, and first and second portions that
longitudinally extend from the first and the second sleeve
ends, respectively. The sleeve is arranged in a closed
loop, such that the first and second portions of the sleeve
together define a longitudinally overlapping portion of the
sleeve positioned at least partially along the anterior por-
tion of the annulus, and none of the one or more longi-
tudinal contracting members is positioned along the over-
lapping portion of the sleeve. For some applications, at
least one of the tissue anchors penetrates both the first
and second portions of the sleeve at the overlapping por-

tion. Such a mutual anchor helps ensure that the first and
second portions remain tightly coupled together and to
the tissue, so that the sleeve retains its closed loop
shape. Alternatively, for some applications, the sleeve is
shaped so as to define an integrally closed loop having
no sleeve ends. For such applications in which the sleeve
is shaped so as to define a closed loop and/or has the
overlapping portion, the implantable structure is config-
ured such that the contracting assembly applies a longi-
tudinal contracting force only between the first and the
second sites, and not along the overlapping portion. The
longitudinal contracting force longitudinally contracts at
least a portion of the sleeve only between the first and
the second sites, and not along the overlapping portion.
Typically, the contracting member extends along neither
the first nor the second portion of the sleeve.
[0013] The implantable structure, when in this closed-
loop configuration, is deployed around the entire annulus
of the native valve, including an anterior portion of the
annulus (on the aortic side of the valve) between the fi-
brous trigones. Typically, the contracting member does
not extend along the portion of the sleeve deployed along
the anterior portion of the annulus, and thus does not
extend along the first portion, the second portion, or the
overlapping portion of the sleeve. The portion of the
sleeve deployed along the anterior portion of the annulus
(between the trigones) is thus non-contractible. As men-
tioned above, tightening of the implantable structure
therefore tightens the posterior portion of the annulus,
while preserving the length of the anterior portion of the
annulus. For some applications, this deployment config-
uration may also help achieve a closed loop that serves
as a base ring to which a prosthetic valve is coupled.
[0014] In some applications of the present invention,
the implantable structure further comprises an elongated
linking member, which is positioned along an anterior
portion of the annulus, so as to join the ends of the im-
plantable structure in a complete loop. Over time after
implantation, the linking member becomes fixed to the
anterior portion of the annulus, thereby helping prevent
long-term dilation of the anterior annulus. Typically, at
least a portion of the linking member is disposed within
and covered by the sleeve, into and/or over which fibrous
tissue grows over time, helping anchor the linking mem-
ber to tissue of the anterior annulus. Typically, in this
configuration of the implantable structure, none of the
anchors is coupled to the anterior portion of the annulus.
[0015] A first end of the linking member is typically fixed
between 2 and 6 cm from a first end of the sleeve. A
second end of the linking member is positioned within
1.5 cm of the same end of the sleeve, either protruding
from the end of the sleeve, or recessed within the sleeve.
The second end of the linking member comprises (e.g.,
is shaped so as to define) a first coupling element. The
implantable structure further comprises a second cou-
pling element, which is configured to be coupleable to
the first coupling element. The second coupling element
is coupled to the implantable structure within 1.5 cm of
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the second end of the sleeve. The second coupling ele-
ment may be coupled to the housing, directly to the
sleeve, or otherwise coupled to the implantable structure.
Typically, the linking member is substantially longitudi-
nally non-extensible, i.e., its length is fixed.
[0016] For some applications, the linking member is
configured as a spring, which is typically curved, so as
to be elastic in a radial direction, i.e., to be compressible
like a bow or deflected beam. In these applications, the
linking member is oriented such that it is pressed by elas-
ticity against the anterior portion of the mitral annulus,
i.e., the outer wall of the aorta, thereby holding the sleeve
covering the linking member against the aortic wall. For
some applications, at least two of the tissue anchors are
coupled to the sleeve at respective, different longitudinal
sites alongside the linking member, within 6 cm of the
first end of the linking member. These tissue anchors
may help set the proper direction of curvature of the link-
ing member, for applications in which the linking member
is curved.
[0017] As described hereinabove, the contracting
member is coupled at the first member end portion there-
of to the contracting mechanism. For applications in
which the closure mechanism comprises the end flap, a
second member end portion of the contracting member
is coupled to the end flap. When the contracting mech-
anism is actuated in a first actuation direction, the con-
tracting mechanism pulls on the contracting member
which, in turn, pulls on the end flap, thereby covering the
opening at least in part. One or more contraction-restrict-
ing elements are coupled to the implant structure and/or
to the contracting member. The one or more contraction-
restricting elements are configured to restrict contraction
of at least a first portion of the implant structure beyond
a predetermined amount while the contraction of the re-
maining portion(s) of the implant structure is ongoing.
[0018] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism comprises a rotatable structure, and a housing in
which the rotatable structure is positioned. The contract-
ing mechanism and the longitudinal contracting member
are arranged such that rotation of the rotatable structure
contracts the implant structure and/or adjusts a perimeter
of the implant structure. Typically, an anchor deployment
manipulator is advanced into a lumen of the sleeve, and,
from within the lumen, deploys the anchors through a
wall of the sleeve and into cardiac tissue, thereby an-
choring the sleeve around a portion of a valve annulus.
The anchor deployment manipulator is typically deflecta-
ble.
[0019] In some applications of the present invention,
the anchor deployment manipulator comprises a steer-
able tube in which is positioned an anchor driver having
an elongated, flexible shaft. Rotation of the anchor driver
screws the anchors into the cardiac tissue. The anchors
may, for example, be helical in shape. For some appli-
cations, one or more stiffening elements, e.g., wires or
sutures, are threaded through one or more portions of
the sleeve in order to maintain relative positioning of the

anchor driver relative to the implant structure during de-
flection of the anchor driver within the sleeve.
[0020] A rotation tool is provided for rotating the rotat-
able structure. The tool is configured to be guided along
(e.g., over, alongside, or through) the longitudinal guide
member, to engage the rotatable structure, and to rotate
the rotatable structure in response to a rotational force
applied to the tool.
[0021] For some applications, the implantable struc-
ture comprises an adjustable annuloplasty ring structure
for repairing a dilated valve annulus of an atrioventricular
valve, such as a mitral valve. The annuloplasty ring struc-
ture may be used for treating functional mitral regurgita-
tion (FMR) or degenerative mitral valve disease. For oth-
er applications, a prosthetic heart valve is further provid-
ed, which is configured to be coupled to the sleeve.
[0022] For some applications in which the implantable
structure is implanted around the annulus of a valve, the
implantable structure may be advanced toward the an-
nulus of a valve in any suitable procedure, e.g., a trans-
luminal or transcatheter procedure, a percutaneous pro-
cedure, a minimally invasive procedure, or an open heart
procedure.
[0023] For some applications, the annuloplasty ring is
typically configured to be placed only partially around the
valve annulus (e.g., to assume a C-shape), and, once
anchored in place, to be contracted so as to circumfer-
entially tighten the valve annulus. To this end, the annu-
loplasty ring comprises the flexible contracting member.
For some applications of the present invention, the im-
plant structure comprises one or more contraction-re-
stricting elements configured to restrict contraction of at
least a portion of the implant structure. Thus, the implant
structure is partially-contractible.
[0024] Typically, a first anchor is deployed at or in a
vicinity of a first trigone of the valve, and a second anchor
is deployed at or in a vicinity of a second trigone. For
valves which are particularly distended, the implant struc-
ture is anchored to the first trigone at a first free end
thereof and is anchored to the second trigone at a second
free end thereof. For applications in which the implant
structure is implanted along an annulus of a mitral valve,
the body portion of the implant structure extends from
the first trigone and toward and along a portion of the
annulus that is adjacent to the posterolateral leaflet. For
such an application, the contraction-restricted portion is
disposed along the annulus and therefore, a portion of
the implant structure is contracted (i.e., a contraction-
facilitated portion), thereby contracting a portion of the
annulus that is between the first and second trigones and
adjacent to the posterolateral leaflet and, thereby, reduc-
ing a perimeter of the valve annulus and drawing the
leaflets together.
[0025] For other applications, the second free end is
not anchored to the trigone, but is instead anchored to a
portion of the atrial wall (e.g., a portion of the interatrial
septum or a portion of a free wall) of the heart of the
patient while the first free end or a first portion of the
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implant structure adjacent the first free end is anchored
to the first trigone. For some applications, the entire con-
traction-restricted portion is attached to the portion of the
atrial wall and the contraction-facilitated portion is dis-
posed between the first and second trigones and runs
along the portion of the annulus that is adjacent to the
posterolateral leaflet. For such applications in which the
implant structure is implanted at the mitral valve, the en-
tire portion of the annulus that is between the first and
second trigones and adjacent the posterolateral leaflet
is contracted, thereby reducing a perimeter of the valve
annulus and drawing the leaflets together.
[0026] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism comprises a spool to which a first end of the con-
tracting member is coupled. Rotation of the spool winds
a portion of the contracting member around the spool,
thereby contracting the implant structure. For some ap-
plications, the contracting mechanism comprises a hous-
ing that houses the spool, and the rotation tool is config-
ured to engage and rotate the spool with respect to the
housing. For some applications, the rotation tool com-
prises a tube, which is configured to be passed over the
longitudinal member coupled to the contracting mecha-
nism, and to engage the housing, such that the housing
is held rotationally stationary when the tube is held rota-
tionally stationary.
[0027] For some application in which the implant struc-
ture comprises an annuloplasty ring structure, all of the
tools and elements of the annuloplasty system that are
introduced into left atrium are contained within the sleeve
of the annuloplasty ring structure, which reduces the risk
that any elements of the system will accidentally be re-
leased to the blood circulation, or damage surrounding
tissue. In addition, the lumen of the sleeve provides guid-
ance if it should be necessary to return to a previously
deployed anchor, such as to tighten, loosen, remove, or
relocate the anchor. For some applications, the anchors
comprise helical screws, which facilitate such adjusting
or removing.
[0028] There is therefore provided, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention, apparatus
including an implantable structure, including:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at
a second site, which is longitudinally between
the first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion, which
(i) extends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudinal

portion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a force-distributing element configured to be coupled
to the sleeve in a vicinity of the second sleeve end,
the force-distributing element is configured to distrib-
ute a contraction force by the contracting member
between the second member end and the second
sleeve end.

[0029] In some applications of the present invention,
the apparatus includes a first anchor couplable to the
sleeve at a third site longitudinally between the second
member end and the second sleeve end; and a second
anchor couplable to the sleeve in a vicinity of the second
site, the force-distributing element is configured to dis-
tribute a contraction force between the first and second
anchors.
[0030] In some applications of the present invention,
the force-distributing element includes an element that
is longitudinally non-compressible.
[0031] In some applications of the present invention,
the force-distributing element includes a coiled element
having a plurality of longitudinally-non-compressible
coils.
[0032] In some applications of the present invention,
the force-distributing element is advanceable within the
sleeve through an opening at the second sleeve end, and
the force-distributing element is shaped so as to define
one or more protrusions to engage and couple the force-
distributing element to the sleeve.
[0033] In some applications of the present invention,
the apparatus includes a plurality of tissue anchors, one
or more of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective
third sites longitudinally between the second site and the
second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0034] In some applications of the present invention,
the apparatus includes a plurality of tissue anchors, one
or more of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective
third sites longitudinally between the second member
end and the second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0035] In some applications of the present invention,
the apparatus includes: second-sleeve-end coupling el-
ement couplable to the second sleeve end; and an ap-
proximating element coupled at a first end portion thereof
to the second-sleeve-end coupling element, and at a sec-
ond end portion of the approximating element to the
force-distributing element, the approximating element
being configured to change a spatial orientation of at least
a portion of a portion of the sleeve that is between the
force-distributing element and the second sleeve end.
[0036] In some applications of the present invention,
the approximating includes a screw shaft, the approxi-
mating element is shaped so as to define screw thread
for receiving the screw shaft, and the approximating el-
ement is configured to shorten the at least the portion of
the sleeve between the force-distributing element and
the second sleeve end.
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[0037] In some applications of the present invention,
the force-distributing element is shaped so as to define
the screw thread.
[0038] In some applications of the present invention,
the approximating element includes a spring, and the ap-
proximating element is configured to shorten the at least
the portion of the sleeve between the force-distributing
element and the second sleeve end.
[0039] In some applications of the present invention,
the spring has a tendency to compress in order to com-
press the portion of the sleeve between the force-distrib-
uting element and the second sleeve end.
[0040] In some applications of the present invention,
the approximating element includes an elongate de-
flectable structural element coupled to the sleeve at the
at least the portion, the elongate deflectable structural
element having a shape-memory element so as to facil-
itate deflecting of the at least the portion.
[0041] In some applications of the present invention,
the flexible sleeve is configured to provide an opening at
at least the second sleeve end, and the second-sleeve-
end coupling element includes a closure element config-
ured to close the opening.
[0042] In some applications of the present invention,
the closure element includes a plug.
[0043] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with some applications of the present invention appara-
tus including an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a second-sleeve-end coupling element couplable to
the second sleeve end;
a structural, reference-force component coupled to
the sleeve at a portion of the sleeve that is between
the first and second sleeve ends; and
an approximating element coupled at a first end por-
tion thereof to the second-sleeve-end coupling ele-
ment, and at a second end portion of the approxi-
mating element to the structural, reference-force
component, the approximating element being con-
figured to change a spatial orientation of at least a
portion of a portion of the sleeve that is between the
structural, reference-force component and the sec-
ond sleeve end.

[0044] In some applications of the present invention,
the structural, reference-force component includes a
force-distributing element configured to distribute a con-
traction force by the contracting member between the
second member end and the second sleeve end.
[0045] There is further additionally provided, in accord-
ance with some applications of the present invention, ap-
paratus including an implantable structure, including:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-

gitudinally contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is longitudinally between the first site and
the second sleeve end, exclusive, and (c) a first
member end portion, which (i) extends from the
first member end toward the second member
end along only a longitudinal portion of the con-
tracting member, and (ii) is coupled to the con-
tracting mechanism;

a contracting-member-receiving element coupled to
the sleeve between the first site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive, the contracting member being
slidable with respect to the contracting-member-re-
ceiving element; and
a stopper coupled to the second member end, the
stopper being advanceable toward the contracting-
member-receiving element during contraction of the
sleeve by the contracting mechanism.

[0046] In some applications of the present invention,
the contracting member slides within a portion of the con-
tracting-member-receiving element.
[0047] In some applications of the present invention,
the contracting-member-receiving element includes a
coupler to engage the stopper to the contracting-mem-
ber-receiving element.
[0048] In some applications of the present invention:

the sleeve defines a contracting-assembly-contrac-
tion-facilitated portion between the first sleeve end
and the contracting-member-receiving element, the
contracting-assembly-contraction-facilitated portion
being contractible and expandable by the contract-
ing assembly; and
the sleeve defines a contracting-assembly-non-con-
traction-facilitated portion between the contracting-
member-receiving element and the second sleeve
end.

[0049] In some applications of the present invention,
the apparatus includes an elongate deflectable structural
element coupled to the sleeve at the contracting-assem-
bly-non-contraction-facilitated portion, the elongate de-
flectable structural element having a shape-memory el-
ement so as to facilitate deflecting of the contracting-
assembly-non-contraction-facilitated portion.
[0050] There is also provided, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention, apparatus including
an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, the sleeve defining:
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an anchor-coupling region between the first
sleeve end and a vicinity of the sleeve between
the first and second sleeve ends, exclusive of
the second sleeve end, and
a deflectable region between the second sleeve
end, and a vicinity of the sleeve between the first
and second sleeve ends, exclusive of the first
sleeve end; and

an elongate deflectable structural element coupled
to the sleeve at the deflectable region, the elongate
deflectable structural element having a shape-mem-
ory element so as to facilitate deflecting of the de-
flectable region of the sleeve.

[0051] There is further provided, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention, apparatus
including an implantable structure, including:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at
a second site, which is longitudinally between
the first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion, which
(i) extends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudinal
portion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a sleeve-shortening element configured to shorten
the at least a portion of a portion of the sleeve be-
tween the second site and the second sleeve end.

[0052] In some applications of the present invention,
contracting mechanism includes a spool around which
at least the first member end portion is wound.
[0053] In some applications of the present invention,
the sleeve-shortening element includes a screw shaft,
the sleeve-shortening element is shaped so as to define
screw thread for receiving the screw shaft. In some ap-
plications of the present invention, the sleeve-shortening
element includes a spring. In some applications of the
present invention, the spring has a tendency to compress
in order to compress the portion of the sleeve between
the second site and the second sleeve end.
[0054] There is also provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, apparatus including
an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve

ends; and
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at
a second site longitudinally between the first site
and the second sleeve end, exclusive, and (c)
a first member end portion, which (i) extends
from the first member end toward the second
member end along only a longitudinal portion of
the contracting member, and (ii) is coupled to
the contracting mechanism,

a first portion of the sleeve longitudinally extends
from the first sleeve end toward the first site, and a
second portion of the sleeve longitudinally extends
from the second sleeve end toward the second site,
the sleeve is arranged in a closed loop, such that the
first and second portions of the sleeve together de-
fine a longitudinally overlapping portion of the sleeve,
and
the implantable structure is configured such that the
contracting assembly applies a longitudinal contract-
ing force only between the first and the second sites,
and not along the overlapping portion.

[0055] For some applications, the implantable struc-
ture further includes a plurality of tissue anchors, at least
one of which penetrates both the first and second portions
of the sleeve at the overlapping portion. For some appli-
cations, the at least one of the tissue anchors includes a
coupling head and a tissue coupling element, the tissue
coupling element penetrates both the first and second
portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion, and the
coupling head is positioned within one of the first and
second portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.
For some applications, the plurality of tissue anchors in-
cludes: (a) a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first con-
figuration, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along a first
longitudinally-contiguous portion of the loop; and (b) a
plurality of second tissue anchors of a second configu-
ration different from the first configuration, coupled to the
sleeve at intervals along a second longitudinally-contig-
uous portion of the loop different from the first longitudi-
nally-contiguous portion, which second longitudinally
contiguous portion includes the longitudinally overlap-
ping portion. The first and second tissue anchors are op-
tionally configured as described below.
[0056] For some applications, the overlapping portion
has a length of between 5 and 60 mm.
[0057] For some applications, the contracting member
does not extend along the first portion of the sleeve, and
does not extend along the second portion of the sleeve.
[0058] For some applications, the first site is a first lon-
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gitudinal distance from the first sleeve end; the second
site is at a second longitudinal distance from the second
sleeve end, which first and second longitudinal distances
are measured when the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed,
non-contracted state; and at least one of the first and
second longitudinal distances, taken separately, is at
least 18 mm.
[0059] For any of the applications described above,
the contracting mechanism may include a housing and
a rotatable structure positioned within the housing, which
housing is disposed at the first site of the sleeve, and the
rotatable structure and the longitudinal contracting mem-
ber may be arranged such that rotation of the rotatable
structure longitudinally contracts the sleeve.
[0060] For any of the applications described above, at
least three of the tissue anchors may be coupled to the
sleeve alongside the contracting member, longitudinally
between the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0061] For any of the applications described above,
the sleeve may be substantially longitudinally non-exten-
sible.
[0062] There is further provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, apparatus including
an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at
a second site, which is longitudinally between
the first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion, which
(i) extends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudinal
portion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more of which
are coupled to the sleeve at respective third sites
longitudinally between the second site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive.

[0063] For some applications, at least two of the tissue
anchors are coupled to the sleeve at respective third sites
longitudinally between the second member end and the
second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0064] For some applications, the second site is at
least 5 mm from the second sleeve end, such as at least
9 mm, e.g., at least 18 mm, measured when the sleeve
is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.
[0065] For some applications, the second site is at a
longitudinal distance from the second sleeve end, which

distance is no greater than 30% of a total length of the
sleeve, the distance and length measured when the
sleeve is in the straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.
[0066] For some applications, a first portion of the
sleeve longitudinally extends from the first sleeve end
toward the first site, a second portion of the sleeve lon-
gitudinally extends from the second sleeve end toward
the second site, and the sleeve is arranged in a closed
loop, such that the first and second portions of the sleeve
together define a longitudinally overlapping portion of the
sleeve. For some applications, at least one of the tissue
anchors penetrates both the first and second portions of
the sleeve at the overlapping portion. For some applica-
tions, the at least one of the tissue anchors includes a
coupling head and a tissue coupling element, the tissue
coupling element penetrates both the first and second
portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion, and the
coupling head is positioned within one of the first and
second portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.
[0067] For some applications, the overlapping portion
has a length of between 5 and 60 mm. For some appli-
cations, the contracting member does not extend along
the first portion of the sleeve, and does not extend along
the second portion of the sleeve.
[0068] For any of the applications described above,
the contracting mechanism may include a housing and
a rotatable structure positioned within the housing, which
housing is disposed at the first site of the sleeve, and the
rotatable structure and the longitudinal contracting mem-
ber may be arranged such that rotation of the rotatable
structure longitudinally contracts the sleeve.
[0069] For any of the applications described above, at
least three of the tissue anchors may be coupled to the
sleeve alongside the contracting member, longitudinally
between the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0070] For any of the applications described above,
the implantable structure may be configured such that
the contracting assembly applies a longitudinal contract-
ing force only between the first and the second sites.
[0071] For any of the applications described above,
the sleeve may be substantially longitudinally non-exten-
sible.
[0072] There is still further provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, apparatus
including an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends; and
a contracting assembly, which includes:

a contracting mechanism, which is disposed at
a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having (a) a
first member end, (b) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at
a second site, which is longitudinally between
the first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion, which
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(i) extends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudinal
portion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism,
the contracting mechanism is configured to ap-
ply a longitudinal contracting force only between
the first and the second sites; and

a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more of which
are coupled to the sleeve at respective third sites
selected from the group of sites consisting of: one
or more sites longitudinally between the first site and
the first sleeve end, exclusive, and one or more sites
longitudinally between the second site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive.

[0073] For some applications, at least one of the third
sites is longitudinally between the first site and the first
sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications, at least
two of the third sites are longitudinally between the first
site and the first sleeve end, exclusive.
[0074] For some applications, at least one of the third
sites is longitudinally between the second site and the
second sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications, at
least two of the third sites are longitudinally between the
second site and the second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0075] For some applications, at least one of the third
sites is longitudinally between the first site and the first
sleeve end, exclusive, and at least one of the third sites
is longitudinally between the second site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive.
[0076] For some applications, the first site is a first lon-
gitudinal distance from the first sleeve end; the second
site is at a second longitudinal distance from the second
sleeve end, which first and second longitudinal distances
are measured when the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed,
non-contracted state; and at least one of the first and
second longitudinal distances, taken separately, is at
least 5 mm. For some applications, the first distance is
at least 5 mm. Alternatively or additionally, for some ap-
plications, the second distance is at least 5 mm. For some
applications, at least one of the first and second longitu-
dinal distances, taken separately, is at least 9 mm, such
as at least 18 mm.
[0077] For some applications, a first portion of the
sleeve longitudinally extends from the first sleeve end
toward the first site, a second portion of the sleeve lon-
gitudinally extends from the second sleeve end toward
the second site, and the sleeve is arranged in a closed
loop, such that the first and second portions of the sleeve
together define a longitudinally overlapping portion of the
sleeve. For some applications, at least one of the tissue
anchors penetrates both the first and second portions of
the sleeve at the overlapping portion. For some applica-
tions, the at least one of the tissue anchors includes a
coupling head and a tissue coupling element, the tissue
coupling element penetrates both the first and second
portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion, and the

coupling head is positioned within one of the first and
second portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.
[0078] For some applications, the overlapping portion
has a length of between 5 and 60 mm. For some appli-
cations, the contracting member does not extend along
the first portion of the sleeve, and does not extend along
the second portion of the sleeve.
[0079] For any of the applications described above,
the contracting mechanism may includes a housing and
a rotatable structure positioned within the housing, which
housing is disposed at the first site of the sleeve, and the
rotatable structure and the longitudinal contracting mem-
ber may be arranged such that rotation of the rotatable
structure applies the longitudinal contracting force only
between the first and the second sites.
[0080] For any of the applications described above, at
least three of the tissue anchors may be coupled to the
sleeve alongside the contracting member, longitudinally
between the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0081] For any of the applications described above,
the sleeve may be substantially longitudinally non-exten-
sible.
[0082] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, apparatus
including an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends; and
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinal contract the sleeve, and which includes:

a contracting mechanism;
a first longitudinal contracting member, which
has first and second member ends, and a first
member end portion, which extends from the
first member end toward the second member
end along only a longitudinal portion of the first
contracting member; and
a second longitudinal contracting member,
which has first and second member ends, and
a first member end portion, which extends from
the first member end toward the second member
end along only a longitudinal portion of the sec-
ond contracting member; and

wherein (a) the first member end of the first contract-
ing member and the first member end of the second
contracting member are coupled to the contracting
mechanism, (b) the second member end of the first
longitudinal contracting member is coupled to the
sleeve at a first site that is a first longitudinal distance
from the first sleeve end, and (c) the second member
end of the second longitudinal contracting member
is coupled to the sleeve at a second site that is a
second longitudinal distance from the second sleeve
end,
wherein the contracting mechanism is disposed at a
third site of the sleeve that is longitudinally between
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the first and second sites, exclusive, and
wherein the first and second longitudinal distances
are measured when the sleeve is in a straight, re-
laxed, non-contracted state, and at least one of the
first and second longitudinal distances, taken sepa-
rately, is at least 5 mm.

[0083] For some applications, the implantable struc-
ture further includes a plurality of tissue anchors, one or
more of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective
fourth sites selected from the group of sites consisting
of: one or more sites longitudinally between the first site
and the first sleeve end, exclusive, and one or more sites
longitudinally between the second site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications, at least
three of the tissue anchors are coupled to the sleeve
alongside the contracting member, longitudinally be-
tween the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0084] For some applications, each of the first and sec-
ond longitudinal distances is at least 5 mm. Alternatively,
for some applications, one of the first and second longi-
tudinal distances is at least 5 mm, and the other of the
first and second longitudinal distances is less than 5 mm,
such as equal to 0 mm.
[0085] For any of the applications described above,
the contracting mechanism may include a housing and
a rotatable structure positioned within the housing, which
housing is disposed at the third site of the sleeve, and
the rotatable structure and the longitudinal contracting
member may be arranged such that rotation of the rotat-
able structure longitudinally contracts the sleeve.
[0086] For any of the applications described above,
each of the first and second longitudinal contracting
members includes at least one wire.
[0087] There is yet additionally provided, in accord-
ance with an application of the present invention, appa-
ratus including an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, arranged as a loop;
a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first configura-
tion, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along a first
longitudinally-contiguous portion of the loop; and
a plurality of second tissue anchors of a second con-
figuration different from the first configuration, cou-
pled to the sleeve at intervals along a second longi-
tudinally-contiguous portion of the loop different from
the first longitudinally-contiguous portion.

[0088] For some applications, the first and second con-
figurations are different from each other in size. For some
applications, the first tissue anchors include first coupling
heads and first tissue coupling elements, respectively,
the second tissue anchors include second coupling
heads and second tissue coupling elements, respective-
ly, and lengths of the first tissue coupling elements are
greater than lengths of the second tissue coupling ele-
ments. For some applications, the implantable structure
includes more first tissue anchors than second tissue an-

chors, such as at least twice as many first tissue anchors
as second tissue anchors.
[0089] For some applications, the first and second tis-
sue coupling elements are shaped so as to define a
shape selected from the group consisting of: a helix, a
spiral, and a screw shaft, and the lengths of the first and
second coupling elements are measured along a longi-
tudinal axis of the shape. For some applications, each of
the second tissue coupling elements is shaped so as to
define no more than two turns.
[0090] For some applications, the first tissue anchors
include first coupling heads and first tissue coupling el-
ements, respectively, the second tissue anchors include
second coupling heads and second tissue coupling ele-
ments, respectively; the first and second tissue coupling
elements are shaped so as to define a shape selected
from the group consisting of: a helix, a spiral, and a screw
shaft; and each of the second tissue coupling elements
has fewer turns than does each of the first tissue coupling
elements.
[0091] For some applications, each of the second tis-
sue coupling elements is selected from the group con-
sisting of: a harpoon anchor, an anchor including spiked
arms, a mesh shaped so as to define two discs, an anchor
including a barbed shaft. For some applications, each of
the second tissue coupling elements includes a suture.
[0092] For any of the applications described above,
the flexible sleeve may be shaped so as to define an
integrally closed loop having no sleeve ends.
[0093] For any of the applications described above,
the flexible sleeve may be shaped so as to define first
and second sleeve ends, which are coupled to each other
to form the loop. For some applications, the first and sec-
ond sleeve ends are coupled to each other at an over-
lapping portion.
[0094] There is also provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, apparatus including
an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve;
an elongated linking member, having a first and sec-
ond linking member ends, which second linking
member end includes a first coupling element,
wherein the linking member is coupled to the sleeve
such that (a) at least a portion of the linking member
is disposed within the sleeve, and (b) the first linking
member end is longitudinally between the second
linking member end and the first sleeve end, exclu-
sive; and
a second coupling element, which is configured to
be coupleable to the first coupling element, and
which is coupled to the implantable structure within
1.5 cm of the first sleeve end, measured when the
sleeve is fully longitudinally extended.
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[0095] For some applications, the implantable struc-
ture further includes a plurality of tissue anchors, at least
two of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective, dif-
ferent longitudinal sites alongside the linking member.
[0096] For some applications, the contracting assem-
bly includes a contracting mechanism and a longitudinal
contracting member, and the contracting mechanism is
coupled to the sleeve within 1.5 cm of the first sleeve
end. For some applications, the second coupling element
is coupled to the contracting mechanism.
[0097] For some applications, the linking member is
configured as a spring. For some applications, the linking
member is curved.
[0098] For some applications, the linking member has
a length of between 2 and 6 cm.
[0099] For some applications, the linking member in-
cludes metal, such as Nitinol.
[0100] For some applications, the linking member is
substantially longitudinally non-extensible.
[0101] For some applications, at least 30% of a length
of the linking member is disposed within the sleeve.
[0102] For some applications, the flexible sleeve is a
first flexible sleeve, and the implantable structure further
includes a second flexible sleeve, and at least 20% of a
length of the linking member is disposed within the sec-
ond flexible sleeve.
[0103] For some applications, at least one of the first
and second coupling elements includes a hook. For some
applications, at least one of the first and second coupling
elements includes a loop.
[0104] For any of the applications described above,
the longitudinal contracting member may include at least
one wire.
[0105] For any of the applications described above,
the implantable structure may further include one or more
contraction-restricting elements coupled to at least a con-
traction-restricted portion of the implant structure, each
of which contraction-restricting elements includes a
coiled element, a portion of which is non-compressible.
[0106] There is further provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, apparatus including
an implantable structure, which includes:

a flexible sleeve, which includes a plurality of radio-
paque markers, positioned along the sleeve at re-
spective longitudinal sites; and
a plurality of tissue anchors, which are configured to
be coupled to the sleeve.

[0107] For some applications, the radiopaque markers
include a radiopaque ink.
[0108] For some applications, at least three of the ra-
diopaque markers are longitudinally spaced at a constant
interval. For some applications, at least three of the an-
chors are coupled to the sleeve, longitudinally spaced at
the constant interval.
[0109] For some applications, the radiopaque markers
have respective edges selected from the group consist-

ing of: respective proximal edges, and respective distal
edges; the radiopaque markers include first, second, and
third radiopaque markers, which first and second mark-
ers are adjacent, and which second and third markers
are adjacent; and a first longitudinal distance between
the selected edge of the first marker and the selected
edge of the second marker equals a second longitudinal
distance between the selected edge of the second mark-
er and the selected edge of the first marker. For some
applications, the anchors include first, second, and third
anchors, which first and second anchors are adjacently
coupled to the sleeve with the first longitudinal distance
therebetween, and which second and third anchors are
adjacently coupled to the sleeve with the second longi-
tudinal distance therebetween.
[0110] For any of the applications described above,
the implantable structure may include an annuloplasty
ring, which is configured to be implanted along an annu-
lus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject, and to contract
the annulus as the sleeve is longitudinally contracted.
[0111] For any of the applications described above,
the apparatus may further include a prosthetic heart
valve, which is configured to be coupled to the sleeve.
[0112] There is still further provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, a method
including:

providing an implantable structure, which includes
(a) a flexible sleeve and (b) a contracting assembly,
which is configured to longitudinally contract the
sleeve, and which includes (i) a contracting mecha-
nism and (ii) one or more longitudinal contracting
members coupled to the contracting mechanism;
placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) the
implantable structure completely around an annulus
of an atrioventricular valve of a subject, such that
none of the one or more longitudinal contracting
members is positioned along an anterior portion of
the annulus between fibrous trigones of the valve;
fastening the implantable structure to the annulus;
and
actuating the contracting assembly to contract a lon-
gitudinal portion of the sleeve not positioned along
the anterior portion of the annulus.

[0113] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the sleeve is shaped so as to define an integrally
closed loop having no sleeve ends.
[0114] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the sleeve has first and second sleeve ends,
and first and second portions that longitudinally extend
from the first and the second sleeve ends, respectively;
placing the implantable structure includes arranging the
sleeve in a closed loop, such that the first and second
portions of the sleeve together define a longitudinally
overlapping portion of the sleeve positioned at least par-
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tially along the anterior portion of the annulus; and none
of the one or more longitudinal contracting members is
positioned along the overlapping portion of the sleeve.
For some applications, fastening the implantable struc-
ture to the annulus includes fastening the sleeve to the
annulus using a plurality of tissue anchors, at least one
of which penetrates both the first and second portions of
the sleeve at the overlapping portion.
[0115] For some applications, the at least one of the
tissue anchors includes a coupling head and a tissue
coupling element, and fastening includes fastening the
sleeve to the annulus such that the tissue coupling ele-
ment penetrates both the first and second portions of the
sleeve at the overlapping portion, and the coupling head
is positioned within one of the first and second portions
of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.
[0116] For some applications, the plurality of tissue an-
chors includes a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first
configuration, and a plurality of second tissue anchors of
a second configuration different from the first configura-
tion, and fastening includes: (a) coupling the first tissue
anchors to the sleeve at intervals along a first longitudi-
nally-contiguous portion of the loop positioned along a
portion of the annulus other than the anterior portion of
the annulus, and (b) coupling the second tissue anchors
to the sleeve at intervals along a second longitudinally-
contiguous portion of the loop positioned along the an-
terior portion of the annulus. The first and second tissue
anchors are optionally configured as described below.
The For some applications, the contracting member does
not extend along the first portion of the sleeve, and does
not extend along the second portion of the sleeve.
[0117] For some applications, placing includes placing
the implantable structure such that the one or more lon-
gitudinal contracting members are positioned along a
non-anterior portion of the annulus, which non-anterior
portion does not reach either of the fibrous trigones.
[0118] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism includes a housing and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing, which housing is disposed at
the first site of the sleeve, and actuating the contracting
assembly includes rotating the rotatable structure to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve.
[0119] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, a method
including:

providing an implantable structure, which includes
(a) a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, and (b) a contracting assembly, which is con-
figured to longitudinally contract the sleeve, and
which includes (i) a contracting mechanism, which
is disposed longitudinally at a first site of the sleeve,
and (ii) a longitudinal contracting member, having
(x) a first member end, (y) a second member end,
which is coupled to the sleeve longitudinally at a sec-
ond site, which is longitudinally between the first site
and the second sleeve end, exclusive, and (z) a first

member end portion, which (1) extends from the first
member end toward the second member end along
only a longitudinal portion of the contracting member,
and (2) is coupled to the contracting mechanism;
placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) the
implantable structure at least partially around an an-
nulus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject;
using a plurality of tissue anchors, fastening the im-
plantable structure to the annulus, including coupling
one or more of the tissue anchors to the sleeve and
tissue of the annulus at respective third sites longi-
tudinally between the second site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive; and
actuating the contracting assembly to contract a lon-
gitudinal portion of the sleeve.

[0120] For some applications, coupling the one or more
tissue anchors includes coupling at least two of the tissue
anchors to the sleeve and the tissue at respective third
sites longitudinally between the second member end and
the second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0121] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the second site is at least 5 mm from the second
sleeve end, measured when the sleeve is in a straight,
relaxed, non-contracted state.
[0122] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the second site is at a longitudinal distance from
the second sleeve end, which distance is no greater than
30% of a total length of the sleeve, the distance and length
measured when the sleeve is in the straight, relaxed,
non-contracted state.
[0123] For some applications, a first portion of the
sleeve longitudinally extends from the first sleeve end
toward the first site, a second portion of the sleeve lon-
gitudinally extends from the second sleeve end toward
the second site, and placing the implantable structure
includes arranging the sleeve in a closed loop, such that
the first and second portions of the sleeve together define
a longitudinally overlapping portion of the sleeve. For
some applications, placing the implantable structure in-
cludes placing the implantable structure such that the
overlapping portion is positioned along an anterior por-
tion of the annulus between fibrous trigones of the valve.
For some applications, fastening includes coupling at
least one of the tissue anchors to the tissue such that the
anchor penetrates both the first and second portions of
the sleeve at the overlapping portion. For some applica-
tions, the at least one of the tissue anchors includes a
coupling head and a tissue coupling element, and fas-
tening includes fastening the sleeve to the annulus such
that the tissue coupling element penetrates both the first
and second portions of the sleeve at the overlapping por-
tion, and the coupling head is positioned within one of
the first and second portions of the sleeve at the over-
lapping portion.
[0124] For some applications, providing the implanta-
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ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the overlapping portion has a length of between
5 and 60 mm. For some applications, providing the im-
plantable structure includes providing the implantable
structure in which the contracting member does not ex-
tend along the first portion of the sleeve, and does not
extend along the second portion of the sleeve.
[0125] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism includes a housing and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing, which housing is disposed at
the first site of the sleeve, and actuating the contracting
assembly includes rotating the rotatable structure to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve.
[0126] For some applications, coupling includes cou-
pling at least three of the tissue anchors to the sleeve
alongside the contracting member, longitudinally be-
tween the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0127] For some applications, actuating includes actu-
ating the contracting assembly to apply a longitudinal
contracting force only between the first and the second
sites.
[0128] There is yet additionally provided, in accord-
ance with an application of the present invention, a meth-
od including:

providing an implantable structure, which includes
(a) a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, and (b) a contracting assembly, which includes
(i) a contracting mechanism, which is disposed lon-
gitudinally at a first site of the sleeve, and (ii) a lon-
gitudinal contracting member, having (x) a first mem-
ber end, (y) a second member end, which is coupled
to the sleeve longitudinally at a second site, which
is longitudinally between the first site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive, and (z) a first member end
portion, which (1) extends from the first member end
toward the second member end along only a longi-
tudinal portion of the contracting member, and (2) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism, wherein the
contracting mechanism is configured to apply a lon-
gitudinal contracting force only between the first and
the second sites; and
placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) the
implantable structure at least partially around an an-
nulus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject;
using a plurality of tissue anchors, fastening the im-
plantable structure to the annulus, including coupling
one or more of the tissue anchors to the sleeve and
tissue of the annulus at respective third sites select-
ed from the group of sites consisting of: one or more
sites longitudinally between the first site and the first
sleeve end, exclusive, and one or more sites longi-
tudinally between the second site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive; and
actuating the contracting assembly to contract a lon-
gitudinal portion of the sleeve.

[0129] For some applications, at least one of the third

sites is longitudinally between the first site and the first
sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications, at least
two of the third sites are longitudinally between the first
site and the first sleeve end, exclusive.
[0130] For some applications, at least one of the third
sites is longitudinally between the second site and the
second sleeve end, exclusive. For some applications, at
least two of the third sites are longitudinally between the
second site and the second sleeve end, exclusive.
[0131] For some applications, at least one of the third
sites is longitudinally between the first site and the first
sleeve end, exclusive, and at least one of the third sites
is longitudinally between the second site and the second
sleeve end, exclusive.
[0132] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the first site is a first longitudinal distance from
the first sleeve end, the second site is at a second lon-
gitudinal distance from the second sleeve end, which first
and second longitudinal distances are measured when
the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state,
and at least one of the first and second longitudinal dis-
tances, taken separately, is at least 5 mm. For some ap-
plications, the first distance is at least 5 mm. Alternatively
or additionally, for some applications, the second dis-
tance is at least 5 mm.
[0133] For some applications, a first portion of the
sleeve longitudinally extends from the first sleeve end
toward the first site, a second portion of the sleeve lon-
gitudinally extends from the second sleeve end toward
the second site, and placing the implantable structure
includes arranging the sleeve in a closed loop, such that
the first and second portions of the sleeve together define
a longitudinally overlapping portion of the sleeve. For
some applications, placing the implantable structure in-
cludes placing the implantable structure such that the
overlapping portion is positioned along an anterior por-
tion of the annulus between fibrous trigones of the valve.
[0134] For some applications, fastening includes cou-
pling at least one of the tissue anchors to the tissue such
that the anchor penetrates both the first and second por-
tions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion. For some
applications, the at least one of the tissue anchors in-
cludes a coupling head and a tissue coupling element,
and fastening includes fastening the sleeve to the annu-
lus such that the tissue coupling element penetrates both
the first and second portions of the sleeve at the over-
lapping portion, and the coupling head is positioned with-
in one of the first and second portions of the sleeve at
the overlapping portion.
[0135] For some applications, providing the implanta-
ble structure includes providing the implantable structure
in which the overlapping portion has a length of between
5 and 60 mm. For some applications, providing the im-
plantable structure includes providing the implantable
structure in which the contracting member does not ex-
tend along the first portion of the sleeve, and does not
extend along the second portion of the sleeve.
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[0136] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism includes a housing and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing, which housing is disposed at
the first site of the sleeve, and actuating the contracting
assembly includes rotating the rotatable structure to lon-
gitudinally contract the sleeve.
[0137] For some applications, coupling includes cou-
pling at least three of the tissue anchors to the sleeve
alongside the contracting member, longitudinally be-
tween the first and second sites, exclusive.
[0138] There is also provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, a method including:

providing an implantable structure, which includes
(a) a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, and (b) a contracting assembly, which is con-
figured to longitudinal contract the sleeve, and which
includes (i) a contracting mechanism, (ii) a first lon-
gitudinal contracting member, which has first and
second member ends, and a first member end por-
tion, which extends from the first member end toward
the second member end along only a longitudinal
portion of the first contracting member, and (iii) a
second longitudinal contracting member, which has
first and second member ends, and a first member
end portion, which extends from the first member
end toward the second member end along only a
longitudinal portion of the second contracting mem-
ber, wherein (a) the first member end of the first con-
tracting member and the first member end of the sec-
ond contracting member are coupled to the contract-
ing mechanism, (b) the second member end of the
first longitudinal contracting member is coupled to
the sleeve at a first site that is a first longitudinal
distance from the first sleeve end, (c) the second
member end of the second longitudinal contracting
member is coupled to the sleeve at a second site
that is a second longitudinal distance from the sec-
ond sleeve end, (d) the contracting mechanism is
disposed at a third site of the sleeve that is longitu-
dinally between the first and second sites, exclusive,
and (e) the first and second longitudinal distances
are measured when the sleeve is in a straight, re-
laxed, non-contracted state, and at least one of the
first and second longitudinal distances, taken sepa-
rately, is at least 5 mm;
placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) the
implantable structure at least partially around an an-
nulus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject;
fastening the implantable structure to the annulus;
and
actuating the contracting assembly to contract two
longitudinal portions of the sleeve.

[0139] For some applications, fastening includes fas-
tening the implantable structure to the annulus using a
plurality of tissue anchors, including coupling one or more
of the tissue anchors to the sleeve and tissue of the an-

nulus at respective fourth sites selected from the group
of sites consisting of: one or more sites longitudinally
between the first site and the first sleeve end, exclusive,
and one or more sites longitudinally between the second
site and the second sleeve end, exclusive. For some ap-
plications, fastening includes coupling at least three of
the tissue anchors to the sleeve alongside the contracting
member, longitudinally between the first and second
sites, exclusive.
[0140] For some applications, each of the first and sec-
ond longitudinal distances is at least 5 mm.
[0141] For some applications, one of the first and sec-
ond longitudinal distances is at least 5 mm, and the other
of the first and second longitudinal distances is less than
5 mm, such as equal to 0 mm.
[0142] For any of the applications described above,
the contracting mechanism may include a housing and
a rotatable structure positioned within the housing, which
housing is disposed at the third site of the sleeve, and
actuating the contracting assembly may include rotating
the rotatable structure to longitudinally contract the
sleeve.
[0143] There is further provided, in accordance with an
application of the present invention, a method including:

placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) a
flexible sleeve as a loop completely around an an-
nulus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject, such
that (a) a first longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop is positioned along a portion of the annulus other
than an anterior portion of the annulus between fi-
brous trigones of the valve, and (b) a second longi-
tudinally-contiguous portion of the loop is positioned
along the anterior portion of the annulus;
coupling a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first
configuration to the sleeve and tissue of the annulus
at intervals along the first longitudinally-contiguous
portion of the loop; and
coupling a plurality of second tissue anchors of a
second configuration different from the first configu-
ration to the sleeve and the tissue at intervals along
the second longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop.

[0144] For some applications, the first and second con-
figurations are different from each other in size. For some
applications, the first tissue anchors included first cou-
pling heads and first tissue coupling elements, respec-
tively, the second tissue anchors include second coupling
heads and second tissue coupling elements, respective-
ly, and lengths of the first tissue coupling elements are
greater than lengths of the second tissue coupling ele-
ments. For some applications, coupling the first and the
second tissue anchors includes coupling more first tissue
anchors than second tissue anchors. For some applica-
tions, coupling the first and the second tissue anchors
includes coupling at least twice as many first tissue an-
chors as second tissue anchors.

25 26 



EP 3 345 573 A1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0145] For some applications, the first and second tis-
sue coupling elements are shaped so as to define a
shape selected from the group consisting of: a helix, a
spiral, and a screw shaft, and the lengths of the first and
second coupling elements are measured along a longi-
tudinal axis of the shape. For some applications, each of
the second tissue coupling elements is shaped so as to
define no more than two turns.
[0146] For some applications, the first tissue anchors
include first coupling heads and first tissue coupling el-
ements, respectively; the second tissue anchors include
second coupling heads and second tissue coupling ele-
ments, respectively; the first and second tissue coupling
elements are shaped so as to define a shape selected
from the group consisting of: a helix, a spiral, and a screw
shaft; and each of the second tissue coupling elements
has fewer turns than does each of the first tissue coupling
elements.
[0147] For some applications, each of the second tis-
sue coupling elements is selected from the group con-
sisting of: a harpoon anchor, an anchor including spiked
arms, a mesh shaped so as to define two discs, an anchor
including a barbed shaft.
[0148] For some applications, each of the second tis-
sue coupling elements includes a suture.
[0149] For some applications, the flexible sleeve is
shaped so as to define an integrally closed loop having
no sleeve ends.
[0150] For some applications, the flexible sleeve is
shaped so as to define first and second sleeve ends, and
placing includes placing the flexible sleeve includes cou-
pling the first and the second sleeve ends to each other
to form the loop. For some applications, coupling the first
and the second sleeve ends includes coupling the first
and the second sleeve ends to each other at an overlap-
ping portion.
[0151] There is still further provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, a method
including:

providing an implantable structure, which includes
(a) a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, (b) a contracting assembly, which is configured
to longitudinally contract the sleeve, (c) an elongated
linking member, having a first and second linking
member ends, which second linking member end
includes a first coupling element, the linking member
is coupled to the sleeve such that (i) at least a portion
of the linking member is disposed within the sleeve,
and (ii) the first linking member end is longitudinally
between the second linking member end and the first
sleeve end, exclusive, and (d) a second coupling el-
ement, which is coupled to the implantable structure
within 1.5 cm of the first sleeve end, measured when
the sleeve is fully longitudinally extended;
placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure) the
flexible sleeve around a portion of an annulus of an
atrioventricular valve of a subject, which portion in-

cludes a posterior portion of the annulus;
placing the linking member along an anterior portion
of the annulus between fibrous trigones of the valve;
fastening the flexible sleeve to the portion of the an-
nulus;
coupling the first and the second coupling elements
together;
actuating the contracting assembly to contract a lon-
gitudinal portion of the sleeve.

[0152] For some applications, fastening includes fas-
tening the sleeve to the annulus using a plurality of tissue
anchors, including coupling at least two of the anchors
to the sleeve and tissue of the annulus at respective,
different longitudinal sites alongside the linking member.
[0153] For some applications, the contracting assem-
bly includes a contracting mechanism and a longitudinal
contracting member, and the contracting mechanism is
coupled to the sleeve within 1.5 cm of the first sleeve
end. For some applications, the second coupling element
is coupled to the contracting mechanism.
[0154] For some applications, the linking member is
configured as a spring. For some applications, the linking
member is curved.
[0155] For some applications, the linking member has
a length of between 2 and 6 cm.
[0156] For some applications, the linking member in-
cludes metal, such as Nitinol.
[0157] For some applications, the linking member is
substantially longitudinally non-extensible.
[0158] For some applications, at least 30% of a length
of the linking member is disposed within the sleeve.
[0159] For some applications, the flexible sleeve is a
first flexible sleeve, and the implantable structure further
includes a second flexible sleeve, and at least 20% of a
length of the linking member is disposed within the sec-
ond flexible sleeve.
[0160] For some applications, at least one of the first
and second coupling elements includes a hook. For some
applications, at least one of the first and second coupling
elements includes a loop.
[0161] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with an application of the present invention, a method
including:

placing (typically in a percutaneous procedure), at
least partially around an annulus of an atrioventricu-
lar valve of a subject, a flexible sleeve, which in-
cludes a plurality of radiopaque markers, positioned
along the sleeve at respective longitudinal sites;
generating a radiographic image of the sleeve; and
using the radiographic image, coupling a plurality of
tissue anchors to the sleeve and tissue of the annu-
lus.

[0162] For some applications, coupling includes using
the radiographic image to enable setting a desired dis-
tance between the anchors along the sleeve.

27 28 



EP 3 345 573 A1

16

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0163] For some applications, the radiopaque markers
include a radiopaque ink.
[0164] For some applications, at least three of the ra-
diopaque markers are longitudinally spaced at a constant
interval. For some applications, at least three of the an-
chors are coupled to the sleeve, longitudinally spaced at
the constant interval.
[0165] For some applications, the radiopaque markers
have respective edges selected from the group consist-
ing of: respective proximal edges, and respective distal
edges; the radiopaque markers include first, second, and
third radiopaque markers, which first and second mark-
ers are adjacent, and which second and third markers
are adjacent; and a first longitudinal distance between
the selected edge of the first marker and the selected
edge of the second marker equals a second longitudinal
distance between the selected edge of the second mark-
er and the selected edge of the first marker. For some
applications, the anchors include first, second, and third
anchors, and coupling includes adjacently coupling the
first and the second anchors to the sleeve with the first
longitudinal distance therebetween, and adjacently cou-
pling the second and the third anchors to the sleeve with
the second longitudinal distance therebetween.
[0166] There is also provided, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention, apparatus, includ-
ing:

an implant structure configured to treat a native atri-
oventricular valve of a patient, the implant structure
including:

a sleeve having a lumen and at least one end,
the at least one end being shaped so as to define
an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of the
at least one end, the closure element being con-
figured to facilitate closure of the opening; and

a contracting mechanism coupled to the implant
structure and configured to contract at least a con-
traction-facilitated portion of the implant structure.

[0167] For some applications, the implant structure
has a length of between 50 mm and 150 mm.
[0168] For some applications, the implant structure
has a diameter of between 1 mm and 10 mm.
[0169] For some applications, the apparatus is config-
ured to be implanted along an annulus of a mitral valve
of the patient in a manner in which the implant structure
is formed into at least a portion of an annuloplasty ring.
[0170] For some applications, the closure element in-
cludes a closure mechanism that includes one or more
strips coupled to the sleeve in the vicinity of the at least
one end of the sleeve, and the one or more strips have
a tendency to be in a closed state in which the one or
more strips close around at least a portion of the opening.
[0171] For some applications, the apparatus further in-

cludes a delivery tool advanceable within the lumen of
the sleeve through the opening, and the tool is configured
to expand the one or more strips while advanceable with-
in the lumen of the sleeve and to facilitate positioning of
the one or more strips in the closed state when removed
from within the lumen of the sleeve.
[0172] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes a contracting member coupled to the sleeve that
facilitates contraction of the contraction-facilitated por-
tion of the implant structure, the contracting member hav-
ing a first portion thereof that is coupled to the contracting
element.
[0173] For some applications, the contracting member
is threaded through the sleeve one or more times to fa-
cilitate generally-even contraction of the implant struc-
ture.
[0174] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes one or more contraction-restricting elements cou-
pled to at least a contraction-restricted portion of the im-
plant structure, the one or more contraction-restricting
elements being configured to restrict contraction of at
least the contraction-restricted portion of the implant
structure beyond a predetermined amount.
[0175] For some applications, the one or more con-
traction-restricting elements is coupled to an outer sur-
face of the implant structure.
[0176] For some applications, each one of the one or
more contraction-restricting elements includes a seg-
ment having at least a portion thereof that is non-com-
pressible along a longitudinal axis of the segment.
[0177] For some applications, at least one of contrac-
tion-restricting elements is disposed adjacently to one or
more contraction-facilitated elements that are compress-
ible along the longitudinal axis of the segment and facil-
itate contraction of respective portions of the implant
structure in vicinities of the one or more contraction-fa-
cilitating elements.
[0178] For some applications, each one of the contrac-
tion restriction-elements is configured to restrict contrac-
tion of the contraction-restricted portion of the implant
structure while facilitating radial movement of the con-
traction-restricted portion of the implant structure.
[0179] For some applications, at least one of the con-
traction-restricting elements includes a coiled element,
and at least a portion of the coiled element is non-com-
pressible.
[0180] For some applications, the coiled element in-
cludes a shape-memory material and is configured to be
generally straightened from a coiled state during delivery
of the implant structure to an implantation site of a body
of the patient.
[0181] For some applications, the coiled element in-
cludes an elongate coiled element disposed within the
lumen of the sleeve.
[0182] For some applications, the coiled element in-
cludes an elongate coiled element that is coupled to a
portion of an outer surface of the sleeve and is disposed
alongside the portion of the outer surface of the sleeve.
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[0183] For some applications, the implant is configured
for implantation along a native annulus of the native atri-
oventricular valve of the patient in a manner in which the
contraction-restricted portion of the implant structure is
disposed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior
leaflet of the valve, and the contraction-restricting ele-
ment is coupled to the contraction-restricted portion.
[0184] For some applications, the contraction restric-
tion-element is configured to restrict contraction of the
contraction-restricted portion while facilitating radial
movement of the contraction-restricted portion.
[0185] For some applications:

the closure element includes at least one end flap
that is disposed at the at least one end of the sleeve,
and
the first portion of the contracting member is coupled
to the end flap in a manner in which, in response to
at least initial actuation of the contracting mecha-
nism, the contracting member draws the end flap at
least partially over the opening at the at least one
end of the sleeve.

[0186] For some applications, the one or more con-
traction-restricting elements each have a length of be-
tween 3 and 120 mm.
[0187] For some applications:

the one or more contraction-restricting elements are
coupled to the contracting member in a vicinity of the
first portion thereof,
the one or more contraction-restricting elements are
disposed along the implant structure at a distance
of between 3 and 45 mm from the at least one end
of the sleeve,
the contraction-restricted portion of the implant
structure is between 3 and 45 mm from the at least
one end of the sleeve, and
the one or more contraction-restricting elements are
configured to restrict contraction of the contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure during con-
traction of a remaining portion of the implant struc-
ture by the contracting member.

[0188] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism is disposed at a first portion of the implant structure,
and the contracting member extends along the implant
structure from the first portion thereof to the at least one
end of the sleeve.
[0189] For some applications, the one or more con-
traction-restricting elements are disposed in a vicinity of
the at least one end of the sleeve, and the contracting
member is looped through a portion of the flap and ex-
tends back toward the one or more contraction-restricting
elements.
[0190] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism includes a rotatable structure, and the actuation in-
cludes rotation of the rotatable structure in a first rota-

tional direction in order to actuate the contracting mem-
ber to draw the flap over the opening.
[0191] For some applications, in response to rotation
of the rotatable structure in a second rotational direction
that is opposite the first rotational direction, the contract-
ing member draws the end flap at least partially away
from the opening at the at least one end of the sleeve.
[0192] For some applications:

the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first free
end of the implant structure,
the implant structure is shaped so as to define a sec-
ond free end,
the apparatus is configured to be implanted along
an annulus of an atrioventricular valve of the patient,
and
in response to actuation of the contracting mecha-
nism, the first and second free ends of the implant
structure are drawn toward one another.

[0193] For some applications, the apparatus is config-
ured to be implanted along an annulus of a mitral valve
of the patient,

the first end of the implant structure is configured to
be coupled to a first location along the annulus in a
vicinity of a first trigone adjacent to the mitral valve,
and
the second end of the implant structure is configured
to be coupled to a second location along the annulus
in a vicinity of a second trigone adjacent to the mitral
valve.

[0194] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism includes a rotatable structure, and the actuation in-
cludes rotation of the rotatable structure in a first rota-
tional direction to contract the implant structure.
[0195] For some applications, in response to rotation
of the rotatable structure in a second rotational direction
that is opposite the first rotational direction, the contract-
ing member expands the implant structure.
[0196] For some applications, in response to rotation
of the rotatable structure in a first rotational direction,
successive portions of the contracting member advance
in a first advancement direction with respect to the rotat-
able structure and contact the rotatable structure.
[0197] For some applications, the rotatable structure
includes a spool, and, in response to the rotation of the
spool in the first rotational direction, the contracting mem-
ber is configured to be wound around the spool.
[0198] For some applications, in response to continued
advancement of the contracting member in the first ad-
vancement direction by continued rotation of the rotata-
ble structure in the first rotational direction, the at least
one end of the sleeve is pulled toward the contracting
mechanism.
[0199] For some applications:
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the implant structure is configured to be implanted
along an annulus of a mitral valve of the patient,
the contracting member is configured to contract the
implant structure in response to the rotation of the
rotatable structure in the first rotational direction, and
the implant structure is configured to contract the
annulus in response to the contraction of the implant
structure.

[0200] For some applications, the successive portions
of the contracting member are configured to be advanced
in a second advancement direction with respect to the
rotatable structure and thereby to facilitate expansion of
the implant structure in response to rotation of the rotat-
able structure in a second rotational direction, the second
rotational direction being opposite the first rotational di-
rection, and the second advancement direction being op-
posite the first advancement direction.
[0201] For some applications:

the rotatable structure has a first end shaped to de-
fine a first opening, and a second end shaped to
define a second opening, the rotatable structure be-
ing shaped to define a channel extending from the
first opening to the second opening, the channel be-
ing configured for passage therethrough of an elon-
gate tool, and
the second end of the rotatable structure has a lower
surface thereof shaped to define one or more recess-
es.

[0202] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes a mechanical element having a planar surface
coupled to the lower surface of the rotatable structure,
the mechanical element being shaped to provide:

a protrusion protruding out of a plane of the planar
surface of the mechanical element, the protrusion
being disposed within one of the recesses during a
resting state of the mechanical element, in a manner
that restricts rotation of the rotatable structure, and
a depressible portion coupled to the protrusion, the
depressible portion being disposed in communica-
tion with the second opening of the lower surface,
and configured to dislodge the protrusion from within
the recess in response to a force applied thereto by
the elongate tool.

[0203] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes:

one or more tissue anchors; and
a deployment manipulator tube, which is configured
to be removably positioned at least partially within
the lumen of the sleeve, such that the deployment
manipulator tube extends out of the at least one end
of the sleeve; and
an anchor driver which is reversibly coupleable to

the one or more tissue anchors and which is config-
ured to be at least partially positioned within the de-
ployment manipulator tube, and, while so positioned,
to deploy the one or more tissue anchors through a
wall of the sleeve.

[0204] For some applications, the anchor driver is de-
flectable within the sleeve of the implant structure, and
the apparatus further includes one or more stiffening el-
ements, the one or more stiffening elements being
threaded through one or more portions of the sleeve in
order to maintain relative positioning of the manipulator
tube relative to the implant structure during deflection of
the anchor driver within the sleeve.
[0205] For some applications, the manipulator tube is
deflectable within the sleeve of the implant structure, and
the one or more stiffening elements are configured to
maintain relative positioning of the implant structure rel-
ative to the manipulator tube during deflection of the ma-
nipulator tube.
[0206] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes a pusher tube, which is configured to pass over
a portion of the deployment manipulator tube, such that
a distal end of the pusher tube is in contact with the at
least one end of the sleeve.
[0207] For some applications, the distal end of the
pusher tube is removably coupled to the at least one end
of the sleeve.
[0208] For some applications, the pusher tube includes
one or more coupling elements, which are configured to
removably couple the distal end of the pusher tube to the
at least one end of the sleeve.
[0209] For some applications, the apparatus is config-
ured such that:

when the deployment manipulator tube is positioned
within the lumen of the sleeve, the deployment ma-
nipulator tube causes the coupling elements to en-
gage the sleeve, thereby removably coupling the dis-
tal end of the pusher tube to the at least one end of
the sleeve, and
when the deployment manipulator tube is withdrawn
from the sleeve, the coupling elements disengage
from the sleeve, thereby decoupling the distal end
of the pusher tube from the at least one end of the
sleeve.

[0210] For some applications, the coupling elements
are configured to have a natural tendency to flex inwards
toward a central longitudinal axis of the sleeve that pass-
es through the at least one end of the sleeve, and the
deployment manipulator tube, when positioned within the
lumen of the sleeve, pushes the coupling elements out-
wards away from the longitudinal axis, thereby causing
the coupling elements to engage the sleeve.
[0211] There is further provided, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention, apparatus,
including:
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an implant structure configured to treat a native atri-
oventricular valve of a patient, the implant structure
including:

a sleeve having a lumen and at least one end,
the at least one end being shaped so as to define
an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of the
at least one end, the closure element being con-
figured to facilitate closure of the opening; and

an anchor delivery tool advanceable through the
opening and within the lumen of the sleeve when the
closure element does not facilitate closure of the
opening.

[0212] There is additionally provided in accordance
with some applications of the present invention, appara-
tus, including:

an implant structure configured to treat a native atri-
oventricular valve of a patient, the implant structure
having a length of between 50 mm and 150 mm and
a diameter of between 1 mm and 10 mm, the implant
structure including:

a sleeve having a lumen and at least one end,
the at least one end being shaped so as to define
an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of the
at least one end, the closure element being con-
figured to facilitate closure of the opening.

[0213] There is further provided, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention, a method,
including:

positioning an implant structure along an annulus of
an atrioventricular valve of a patient, the implant
structure including a sleeve having a lumen and at
least one end, the at least one end being shaped so
as to define an opening;
fastening at least a portion of the implant structure
to the annulus; and
closing the opening of the at least one end of the
sleeve by actuating a closure element of the implant
structure to close.

[0214] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus of the atrioventricular valve
includes transcatheterally positioning the implant struc-
ture along the annulus of the atrioventricular valve.
[0215] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes driving one or more tissue anchors through a wall
of the sleeve from within the lumen of the sleeve.
[0216] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus of the atrioventricular valve
includes positioning the implant structure along the an-

nulus in a manner in which the implant structure is formed
into a least a portion of an annuloplasty ring.
[0217] For some applications, the closure element in-
cludes a closure mechanism that includes one or more
strips coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the at least
one end of the implant structure, the one or more strips
have a tendency to be in a closed state in which the one
or more strips close around at least a portion of the open-
ing, and the method further includes:

expanding the one or more strips from the closed
state by introducing a tool within the lumen of the
sleeve, and
facilitating positioning of the one or more strips in the
closed state by extracting the tool from within the
lumen of the sleeve.

[0218] For some applications, fastening includes:

anchoring a first location of the implant structure to
a first trigone of the valve; and
anchoring a second location of the implant structure
to a second trigone of the valve.

[0219] For some applications, anchoring the first loca-
tion includes anchoring a first free end of the implant
structure to the first trigone, and anchoring the second
location includes anchoring a second free end of the im-
plant structure to the second trigone.
[0220] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes contracting at least a first portion of the implant
structure by actuating a contracting mechanism coupled
to the implant structure.
[0221] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes restricting the contracting of at least a second por-
tion of the implant structure that is less than the entire
implant structure, during ongoing contracting of the first
portion of the implant structure.
[0222] For some applications, restricting the contract-
ing of the second portion of the implant structure includes
restricting contraction of a contraction-restricted portion
of the implant structure that has a length of between 3
mm and 120 mm.
[0223] For some applications, restricting the contract-
ing includes coupling to the second portion of the implant
structure a segment having at least a portion thereof that
is non-compressible along a longitudinal axis of the seg-
ment.
[0224] For some applications, coupling the segment to
the second portion of the implant structure includes cou-
pling the segment to an outer surface of the implant struc-
ture in a vicinity of the second portion of the implant struc-
ture.
[0225] For some applications, coupling the segment to
the outer surface of the implant structure includes re-
stricting contraction of the portion of the implant structure
while facilitating radial movement of the portion of the
implant structure.
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[0226] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus of the atrioventricular valve
includes positioning the implant structure in a manner in
which the second portion of the implant structure is dis-
posed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior leaflet
of the valve, and restricting contraction of the second
portion of the implant structure includes restricting con-
traction of the portion of the annulus at the posterior leaf-
let of the valve.
[0227] For some applications, restricting the contract-
ing of the second portion of the implant structure includes
advancing into at least a portion of the lumen of the
sleeve, a segment having at least a portion thereof that
is non-compressible along a longitudinal axis of the seg-
ment.
[0228] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes ad-
vancing a segment that is disposed adjacently to one or
more portions that are compressible along the longitudi-
nal axis of the segment.
[0229] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes ad-
vancing a coiled segment into the portion of the sleeve.
[0230] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes, prior to advancing the coiled segment within the
sleeve, advancing the coiled segment toward the sleeve
in a generally straightened configuration, and advancing
the coiled segment into the portion of the sleeve includes
allowing the segment to form a coil within the sleeve.
[0231] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes re-
stricting contraction of the second portion of the implant
structure while facilitating radial movement of the second
portion of the implant structure.
[0232] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus of the atrioventricular valve
includes positioning the implant structure in a manner in
which the second portion of the implant structure is dis-
posed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior leaflet
of the valve, and restricting contraction of the second
portion of the implant structure includes restricting con-
traction of the portion of the annulus at the posterior leaf-
let of the valve.
[0233] For some applications, restricting the contract-
ing of the second portion of the implant structure includes
restricting contraction of a contraction-restricted portion
of the implant structure that is between 3 and 45 mm from
the at least one end of the sleeve, while facilitating con-
traction of a contraction-facilitated portion of the implant
structure.
[0234] For some applications:

the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first free
end of the implant structure,
the implant structure defines a second free end, and
the method further includes:

fastening the implant structure to a first trigone

of the valve by fastening the implant structure
to the valve in a vicinity of the first free end; and
fastening the implant structure to a second trig-
one of the valve by fastening the implant struc-
ture to the valve in a vicinity of the second free
end.

[0235] For some applications:

fastening the implant structure to the first trigone in-
cludes fastening the first free end of the of the implant
structure to the first trigone,
fastening the implant structure to the second trigone
includes fastening the second free end of the of the
implant structure to the second trigone,
fastening the at least the portion of implant structure
to the annulus includes fastening the entire implant
structure along the annulus between the first and
second trigones, and
contracting the first portion of the implant structure
includes contracting the contraction-facilitated por-
tion of the implant structure that is between the sec-
ond end and the contraction-restricted portion of the
implant structure.

[0236] For some applications:

fastening the implant structure to the first trigone in-
cludes:

fastening the first free end of the of the implant
structure to a portion of an atrial wall of a heart
of the patient, and
fastening a portion of the implant structure that
is adjacent to the first free end to the first trigone,
and

anchoring the implant structure to the second trigone
includes anchoring the second free end of the of the
implant structure to the second trigone.

[0237] For some applications:

fastening the first free end of the of the implant struc-
ture to the portion of the atrial wall includes fastening
the contraction-restricted portion of the implant
structure to the portion of the atrial wall,
fastening the portion of the implant structure to the
annulus includes fastening the contraction-facilitat-
ed portion of the implant to a posterior portion of the
annulus between the first and second trigones, and
contracting the implant structure includes contract-
ing the contraction-facilitated portion of the implant
structure that is between the first and second trigo-
nes.

[0238] For some applications:
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the atrioventricular valve includes a mitral valve;
the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first end
of the implant structure,
the implant structure is shaped so as to define a sec-
ond end, and
positioning the implant structure along the annulus
includes:

positioning the first end of the implant structure
at a first trigone of the mitral valve; and
positioning the second end of the implant struc-
ture at a second trigone of the mitral valve.

[0239] For some applications, contracting the first por-
tion of the implant structure includes drawing the first and
second ends of the implant structure toward one another.
[0240] For some applications, actuating the contract-
ing mechanism includes rotating a rotatable structure of
the contracting mechanism, and contracting the implant
includes rotating the rotatable structure in a first rotational
direction.
[0241] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes locking the contracting mechanism during a peri-
od that is subsequent to the rotating of the rotating struc-
ture.
[0242] For some applications, the closure element in-
cludes a flap at a vicinity of the opening of the sleeve,
and the method further includes at least partially drawing
the flap over the opening during a first period, by rotating
the rotating mechanism in the first rotational direction.
[0243] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes, during a second period, drawing the end flap at
least partially away from the opening at the at least one
end of the sleeve by rotating the rotatable structure in a
second rotational direction that is opposite the first rota-
tional direction.
[0244] For some applications, responsively to rotating
the rotatable structure, advancing in a first advancement
direction with respect to the rotatable structure succes-
sive portions of a contracting member that is coupled to
the implant structure, the contracting member is and is
configured to contract the implant structure.
[0245] For some applications, the rotatable structure
includes a spool, and advancing the successive portions
of the contracting member in the first advancement di-
rection includes winding the successive portions of the
contracting member around the spool.
[0246] For some applications, contracting the first por-
tion of the implant structure includes rotating further the
rotatable member and advancing further successive por-
tions of the contracting member in the first advancement
direction, and the contracting includes drawing the at
least one end of the sleeve toward the contracting mech-
anism.
[0247] For some applications, contracting the implant
structure includes contracting the annulus of the atriov-
entricular valve.
[0248] For some applications, the method further in-

cludes expanding the implant structure by advancing the
successive portions of the contracting member in a sec-
ond advancement direction that is opposite the first ad-
vancement direction by rotating the rotatable structure in
a second rotational direction that is opposite the first ro-
tational direction.
[0249] For some applications, fastening the at least the
portion of the implant structure to the annulus includes:

removably positioning a deployment manipulator
tube through the opening and at least partially within
the lumen of the sleeve of the implant structure, such
that the deployment manipulator tube extends out of
the at least one end of the sleeve; and
driving one or more tissue anchors through a wall of
the sleeve from within the lumen of the sleeve.

[0250] For some applications:

driving the one or more anchors includes advancing
through the deployment manipulator tube an anchor
driver that is reversibly couplable to the one or more
anchors,
exposing a distal end of the anchor driver from within
a distal end of the deployment manipulator tube; and
deflecting through the sleeve the distal end of the
anchor driver.

[0251] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes maintaining relative positioning of the implant
structure relative to the manipulator tube during the de-
flecting by applying a force to one or more stiffening el-
ements that are threaded through the sleeve of the im-
plant structure.
[0252] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes placing a pusher tube over the deployment ma-
nipulator tube such that a distal end of the pusher tube
is in contact with the at least one end of the sleeve.
[0253] For some applications, the at least one end of
the sleeve includes a proximal end of the sleeve, and the
method further includes withdrawing the sleeve from the
deployment manipulator tube in a distal direction, and,
while withdrawing, pushing the pusher tube against the
proximal end of the sleeve.
[0254] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes, following the withdrawing, removably coupling
the distal end of the pusher tube to the proximal end of
the sleeve.
[0255] For some applications, removably coupling in-
cludes using one or more one or more coupling elements
of the pusher tube to removably couple the distal end of
the pusher tube to the proximal end of the sleeve.
[0256] For some applications, removably coupling in-
cludes positioning the deployment manipulator tube with-
in the lumen of the sleeve such that the deployment ma-
nipulator tube causes the coupling elements to engage
the sleeve, and the method further includes decoupling
the distal end of the pusher tube from the proximal end
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of the sleeve by withdrawing the deployment manipulator
tube from the sleeve such that the coupling elements
disengage from the sleeve.
[0257] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus, and closing the opening of
the at least one end of the sleeve include positioning the
implant structure along the annulus, and closing the
opening of the at least one end of the sleeve during a
single procedure.
[0258] For some applications, positioning the implant
structure along the annulus, and closing the opening of
the at least one end of the sleeve include positioning the
implant structure along the annulus, and closing the
opening of the at least one end of the sleeve via a single
catheter.
[0259] There is further provided, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention, apparatus,
including:

an annuloplasty structure configured for implantation
along an annulus of an atrioventricular valve of a
heart of a subject, the structure including:

a coiled element including:

at least one first portion thereof which is flex-
ible and longitudinally compressible; and
at least one second portion thereof in series
with the first portion, the second portion be-
ing flexible and less longitudinally com-
pressible than the first portion.

[0260] For some applications, the coiled element is
shaped such that a pitch of the coiled element at the
second portion is smaller than a pitch of the coiled ele-
ment at the first portion.
[0261] For some applications, a radius of curvature at
a center of the first portion is smaller than a radius of
curvature at a center of the second portion, when no ex-
ternal force is applied to the annuloplasty structure.
[0262] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture includes an annuloplasty ring.
[0263] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture includes a partial annuloplasty ring.
[0264] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes a contraction-restricting element configured to be
coupled to the second portion of the coiled element, and
the second portion is configured to be flexible and less
longitudinally compressible than the first portion at least
in part by virtue of the contraction-restricting element be-
ing coupled thereto.
[0265] For some applications, the contraction-restrict-
ing element includes an element selected from the group
consisting of: a suture, a staple, a ratchet mechanism,
and a bracket.
[0266] For some applications, a total length of the first
portion includes less than 50% of a resting length of the
coiled element.

[0267] For some applications, a total length of the first
portion includes less than 30% of a resting length of the
coiled element.
[0268] For some applications, the valve includes a na-
tive mitral valve of the subject, and the structure is con-
figured for implantation along the native mitral valve in a
manner in which at least the second portion of the implant
structure is disposed along a portion of the annulus at a
posterior leaflet of the valve.
[0269] For some applications, the second portion is
configured to restrict contraction of the second portion
while facilitating radial movement of the second portion
of the implant structure.
[0270] For some applications,
the atrioventricular valve includes a mitral valve,
the coiled element includes a plurality of second portions,
and
the annuloplasty structure is configured for implantation
along the annulus in a manner in which:

a first one of the second portions is configured to be
coupled to the annulus in a vicinity of a left trigone
adjacent to the mitral valve, and
a second one of the second portions is configured
to be coupled to the annulus in a vicinity of a right
trigone adjacent to the mitral valve.

[0271] For some applications, the combined length of
the first and second of the second portions is 10-50 mm.
[0272] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture is configured for implantation along the annulus in a
manner in which a third one of the second portions is
disposed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior
leaflet of the valve.
[0273] For some applications, a length of the third one
of the second portions is 3-120 mm.
[0274] For some applications, a length of the third one
of the second portions includes more than 20% of a rest-
ing length of the coiled element.
[0275] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture includes:

a sleeve, the sleeve having first and second end por-
tions, respectively, and a body portion that is be-
tween the first and second end portions; and
a contracting member that extends along the body
portion between the first and second end portions of
the sleeve, the contracting member having first and
second end portions, the first end portion of the con-
tracting member being coupled to the sleeve in a
vicinity of the first end portion thereof, and the second
end portion of the contracting member being coupled
to the sleeve in a vicinity of the second end portion
thereof,
the coiled element being configured to be coupled
to the sleeve.

[0276] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-

41 42 



EP 3 345 573 A1

23

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ture has a length of between 50 mm and 150 mm.
[0277] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture has a diameter of between 1 mm and 10 mm.
[0278] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture is configured to be implanted along an annulus of a
mitral valve of the subject in a manner in which the an-
nuloplasty structure is formed into at least a portion of an
annuloplasty ring.
[0279] For some applications, the annuloplasty struc-
ture includes a partial annuloplasty ring having first and
second free ends, the first end of the sleeve defining the
first free end of the partial annuloplasty ring, and the sec-
ond end of the sleeve defining the second free end of the
partial annuloplasty ring.
[0280] For some applications, the coiled element in-
cludes a shape-memory material configured to be gen-
erally straightened from a coiled state during delivery of
the annuloplasty structure to an implantation site of a
body of the subject.
[0281] For some applications, the sleeve defines a lu-
men, and the coiled element includes an elongate coiled
element disposed within the lumen of the sleeve.
[0282] For some applications, the coiled element in-
cludes an elongate coiled element that is configured to
be coupled to a portion of an outer surface of the sleeve
and rest alongside the portion of the outer surface of the
sleeve.
[0283] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with some applications of the present invention, appara-
tus, including:

an implant structure that is contractible at least in
part, the implant structure including a sleeve, the
sleeve having first and second end portions, respec-
tively, and a body portion that is between the first
and second end portions;
a contracting member that extends along the body
portion between the first and second end portions of
the sleeve, the contracting member having first and
second end portions, the first end portion of the con-
tracting member being coupled to the sleeve in a
vicinity of the first end portion thereof, and the second
end portion of the contracting member being coupled
to the sleeve in a vicinity of the second end portion
thereof; and
at least one contraction-restricting element that is
coupled to the sleeve and configured to restrict con-
traction of a contraction-restricted portion of the im-
plant structure during contraction of a remaining por-
tion of the implant structure by the contracting mem-
ber,
the one or more contraction-restricting elements be-
ing coupled to the first end portion of the contracting
member and disposed along the implant structure at
a distance of between 3 and 45 mm from the first
end of the sleeve,
the contraction-restricting element being configured
to restrict contraction of the contraction-restricted

portion of the implant structure during contraction of
a remaining portion of the implant structure by the
contracting member.

[0284] For some applications, the implant is configured
for implantation along a native annulus of a native atrio-
ventricular valve of a patient in a manner in which at least
the contraction-restricted portion of the implant structure
is disposed along a portion of the annulus in a vicinity of
a trigone of the valve, and the contraction-restriction el-
ement is coupled to the contraction-restricted portion.
[0285] For some applications, the apparatus further in-
cludes a contracting mechanism coupled to the implant
structure and configured to contract at least a contrac-
tion-facilitated portion of the implant structure.
[0286] For some applications, the contracting mecha-
nism is disposed at a first portion of the implant structure,
and the contracting member extends along the implant
structure toward the second end of the sleeve.
[0287] There is additionally provided, in accordance
with some applications of the present invention, a meth-
od, including:

positioning an annuloplasty structure along an an-
nulus of an atrioventricular valve of a subject, the
implant structure including a sleeve;
fastening the annuloplasty structure to the annulus;
while the annuloplasty structure is in a fastened state
with respect to the annulus, coupling at least one
contraction-restricting element to at least one con-
traction-restricted portion of the annuloplasty struc-
ture; and
subsequently, contracting at least one contraction-
facilitated portion of the annuloplasty structure, the
contraction-restricting element restricting contrac-
tion of the contraction-restricted portion during the
contracting.

[0288] For some applications, coupling the contrac-
tion-restricting element to the contraction-restricted por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure includes coupling the
contraction-restricting element to a portion of the annu-
loplasty structure disposed along a portion of the annulus
at a posterior leaflet of the valve.
[0289] For some applications, coupling the contrac-
tion-restricting element to the contraction-restricted por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure includes coupling the
contraction-restricting element to an outer surface of the
annuloplasty structure.
[0290] For some applications, coupling the contrac-
tion-restricting element to the contraction-restricted por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure includes restricting con-
traction of the contraction-restricted portion of the annu-
loplasty structure while facilitating radial movement of
the contraction-restricted portion of the annuloplasty
structure.
[0291] For some applications, positioning the annulo-
plasty structure along the annulus of the atrioventricular
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valve includes positioning the annuloplasty structure in
a manner in which the contraction-restricted portion of
the annuloplasty structure is disposed along a portion of
the annulus at a posterior leaflet of the valve, and cou-
pling the contraction-restricting element to the contrac-
tion-restricted portion of the annuloplasty structure in-
cludes restricting contraction of the contraction-restricted
portion of the annulus at the posterior leaflet of the valve.
[0292] For some applications, coupling the contrac-
tion-restricting element to the contraction-restricted por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure includes advancing into
at least a portion of a lumen of the sleeve of the annulo-
plasty structure, a segment having at least a portion
thereof that is non-compressible along a longitudinal axis
of the segment.
[0293] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes ad-
vancing a segment that is disposed adjacently to one or
more portions that are compressible along the longitudi-
nal axis of the segment.
[0294] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes re-
stricting contraction of the contraction-restricted of the
annuloplasty structure while facilitating radial movement
of the contraction-restricted portion of the annuloplasty
structure.
[0295] For some applications, advancing the segment
into the portion of the lumen of the sleeve includes ad-
vancing a coiled segment into the portion of the sleeve.
[0296] For some applications, the method further in-
cludes, prior to advancing the coiled segment within the
sleeve, advancing the coiled segment toward the sleeve
in a generally straightened configuration, and advancing
the coiled segment into the portion of the sleeve includes
allowing the segment to form a coil within the sleeve.
[0297] For some applications, fastening the annulo-
plasty structure to the annulus includes:

removably positioning a deployment manipulator
tube through the opening and at least partially within
the lumen of the sleeve of the annuloplasty structure,
such that the deployment manipulator tube extends
out of the at least one end of the sleeve; and
driving one or more tissue anchors through a wall of
the sleeve from within the lumen of the sleeve.

[0298] For some applications:

driving the one or more anchors includes advancing
through the deployment manipulator tube an anchor
driver that is reversibly couplable to the one or more
anchors,
exposing a distal end of the anchor driver from within
a distal end of the deployment manipulator tube; and
deflecting through the sleeve the distal end of the
anchor driver.

[0299] For some applications, the method further in-

cludes maintaining relative positioning of the annulo-
plasty structure relative to the manipulator tube during
the deflecting by applying a force to one or more stiffening
elements that are threaded through the sleeve of the an-
nuloplasty structure.
[0300] For some applications, coupling the contrac-
tion-restricting element to the contraction-restricted por-
tion includes coupling the contraction-restricting element
to a portion of the annuloplasty structure that is between
3 and 45 mm from at least one end of the sleeve, while
facilitating contraction of the contraction-facilitated por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure.
[0301] For some applications:

the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first free
end of the annuloplasty structure,
the annuloplasty structure defines a second free end,
and
fastening the annuloplasty structure to the annulus
includes:

fastening the first free end of the of the annulo-
plasty structure to the portion of the atrial wall
by fastening the contraction-restricted portion of
the annuloplasty structure to the portion of the
atrial wall,
fastening the contraction-facilitated portion of
the annuloplasty to a posterior portion of the an-
nulus between the first and second trigones, and

contracting the first portion of the annuloplasty struc-
ture includes contracting the contraction-facilitated
portion of the annuloplasty structure that is between
the first and second trigones.

[0302] For some applications:

the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first free
end of the annuloplasty structure,
the annuloplasty structure defines a second free end,
and
fastening the annuloplasty structure to the annulus
includes:

fastening the annuloplasty structure to a first trig-
one of the valve by fastening the annuloplasty
structure to the valve in a vicinity of the first free
end; and
fastening the annuloplasty structure to a second
trigone of the valve by fastening the annulo-
plasty structure to the valve in a vicinity of the
second free end.

[0303] For some applications:

fastening the annuloplasty structure to the first trig-
one includes fastening the first free end of the of the
annuloplasty structure to the first trigone,
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fastening the annuloplasty structure to the second
trigone includes fastening the second free end of the
of the annuloplasty structure to the second trigone,
fastening the annuloplasty structure to the annulus
includes fastening the entire annuloplasty structure
along the annulus between the first and second trig-
ones, and
contracting the contraction-facilitated portion of the
annuloplasty structure includes contracting a portion
of the annuloplasty structure that is between the sec-
ond end and the contraction-restricted portion of the
annuloplasty structure.

[0304] For some applications:

fastening the annuloplasty structure to the first trig-
one includes:

fastening the first free end of the of the annulo-
plasty structure to a portion of an atrial wall of a
heart of the subject, and
fastening a portion of the annuloplasty structure
that is adjacent to the first free end to the first
trigone, and

fastening the annuloplasty structure to the second
trigone includes fastening the second free end of the
of the annuloplasty structure to the second trigone.

[0305] For some applications:

the atrioventricular valve includes a mitral valve;
the annuloplasty structure is shaped so as to define
a first end and a second end, and
positioning the annuloplasty structure along the an-
nulus includes:

positioning the first end of the annuloplasty
structure at a first trigone of the mitral valve; and
positioning the second end of the annuloplasty
structure at a second trigone of the mitral valve.

[0306] For some applications, contracting the first por-
tion of the annuloplasty structure includes drawing the
first and second ends of the annuloplasty structure to-
ward one another.
[0307] For some applications, fastening includes:

anchoring a first location of annuloplasty structure
to a first trigone of the valve; and

anchoring a second location of the annuloplasty
structure to a second trigone of the valve.

[0308] For some applications, anchoring the first loca-
tion includes anchoring a first free end of the annuloplasty
structure to the first trigone, and anchoring the second
location includes anchoring a second free end of the an-

nuloplasty structure to the second trigone.
[0309] The present invention will be more fully under-
stood from the following detailed description of embodi-
ments thereof, taken together with the drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0310]

Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration of a system for re-
pairing a dilated atrioventricular valve, such as a mi-
tral valve, in accordance with an application of the
present invention;

Figs. 2A-I are schematic illustrations of a procedure
for implanting the implantable structure of Fig. 1 to
repair a mitral valve, in accordance with an applica-
tion of the present invention;

Fig. 3 is a schematic illustration of the deployment
of a tissue anchor into cardiac tissue, in accordance
with some applications of the present invention;

Fig. 4 is a schematic illustration of another configu-
ration of the implantable structure of Fig. 1, prior to
implantation, in accordance with an application of
the present invention;

Fig. 5 is a schematic illustration of the implantable
structure of Fig. 4 after implantation around the an-
nulus of a mitral valve, in accordance with an appli-
cation of the present invention;

Fig. 6 is schematic cross-sectional illustration of a
rotation tool being used to rotate a spool of a con-
tracting mechanism of the implant structures de-
scribed herein, in accordance with some applica-
tions of the present invention;

Figs. 7A-B show individual components of a con-
tracting mechanism, in accordance with some appli-
cations of the present invention;

Fig. 8 is another cross-sectional illustration of the
contracting mechanism of Fig. 6, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention;

Fig. 9 is a schematic illustration of the implant struc-
ture of Fig. 1 comprising a force-distributing element
in a vicinity of a proximal end of the structure, in ac-
cordance with some applications of the present in-
vention;

Figs. 10A-B, 11-12 and 13A-B are schematic illus-
trations of the implant structure of Fig. 1 comprising
an approximating element in a vicinity of a proximal
end of the structure, in accordance with some appli-
cations of the present invention;
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Figs. 14A-B are schematic illustrations of an implant
structure comprising a sleeve having at least one
opening and a closure mechanism for the opening,
in accordance with some applications of the present
invention;

Fig. 15 is a schematic illustration of an implant struc-
ture comprising a sleeve having at least one end flap
and a contracting mechanism, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention;

Fig. 16 is a schematic illustration of an anchor de-
ployment manipulator that facilitates deployment of
one or more anchors through the sleeve of the im-
plant structure of Fig. 15, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention;

Figs. 17A-C are schematic illustrations of the anchor
deployment manipulator of Fig. 16 advancing and
deploying anchors from within the sleeve of the im-
plant structure of Fig. 15, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention;

Figs. 17D-E are schematic illustrations of the closing
of the end flap of the implant structure of Fig. 15
following the anchoring of the structure to the annu-
lus, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention;

Fig. 17F shows contraction of at least part of the
implant structure of Fig. 15, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention;

Fig. 18 is a schematic illustration showing a portion
of the implant structure of Fig. 15 being coupled to
a portion of an atrial wall of a heart of a patient; in
accordance with some applications of the present
invention;

Figs. 19A-J are schematic illustrations of different
configurations of tissue anchors, in accordance with
respective applications of the present invention;

Fig. 20 is a schematic illustration of a closed-loop
configuration of the implantable structure of Fig. 1,
in accordance with an application of the present in-
vention;

Fig. 21 is a schematic illustration of yet another con-
figuration of the implantable structure of Fig. 1, prior
to implantation, in accordance with an application of
the present invention;

Fig. 22 is a schematic illustration of the implantable
structure of Fig. 21 after implantation around the an-
nulus of a mitral valve, in accordance with an appli-
cation of the present invention;

Figs. 23A-B are schematic illustrations of coupling
elements, in accordance with respective applica-
tions of the present invention;

Figs. 24A-E are schematic illustrations of configura-
tions of the system of Fig. 1 comprising a coiled el-
ement, in accordance with respective applications
of the present invention;

Figs. 25A-E are schematic illustrations of additional
configurations of the system of Fig. 1 comprising a
coiled element, in accordance with respective appli-
cations of the present invention;

Fig. 26 is a schematic illustration of an implant struc-
ture, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention;

Fig. 27 is a schematic illustration of an implant struc-
ture configured to treat the mitral valve having a con-
traction-restricting element, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention;

Fig. 28 is a schematic illustration of still another con-
figuration of the implantable structure of Fig. 1, in
accordance with an application of the present inven-
tion; and

Figs. 29A-B and 30 are schematic illustrations of a
valve prosthesis assembly, in accordance with re-
spective applications of the present invention

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0311] Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration of a system 20
for repairing a dilated atrioventricular valve, such as a
mitral valve or a tricuspid valve, in accordance with an
application of the present invention. System 20 compris-
es an adjustable implantable structure 22, shown in Fig.
1 in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state, and an an-
chor deployment manipulator 24 (shown in Figs. 2G-H).
For some applications, implantable structure 22 is con-
figured to be deployed as an annuloplasty ring, while for
other applications, implantable structure 22 is configured
to be deployed as a base ring to which a prosthetic valve
is coupled, such as described hereinbelow with reference
to Figs. 29A-B or 30. Implantable structure 22 comprises
a flexible sleeve 26. Anchor deployment manipulator 24
is advanced into sleeve 26, as shown in Figs. 2G-H, and,
from within the sleeve, deploys tissue anchors through
a wall of the sleeve into cardiac tissue, thereby anchoring
the ring around at least a portion of the valve annulus.
For some applications, anchor deployment manipulator
is implemented using techniques described in US Patent
Application Publication 2010/0280604, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference, with reference to Figs. 2, 3, 4,
5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7, 8, 13, and/or 20A-E thereof.
[0312] For some applications, implantable structure 22
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comprises a partial annuloplasty ring. In these applica-
tions, sleeve 26 is configured to be placed only partially
around the valve annulus (i.e., to assume a C-shape),
and, once anchored in place, to be contracted so as to
circumferentially tighten the valve annulus. For other ap-
plications, sleeve 26 is configured to be implanted en-
tirely around the valve annulus in a closed loop, such as
described hereinbelow with reference to Figs. 5. 20, 22,
or 29A-B.
[0313] Implantable structure 22 further comprises a
contracting assembly 40, which facilitates contracting of
the implantable structure. Contracting assembly 40 com-
prises a contracting mechanism 28, and a longitudinal
contracting member 30, which is coupled to contracting
mechanism 28, extends along a portion of the sleeve,
and is typically flexible. For example, contracting member
30 may comprise at least one wire. Contracting assembly
40 is described in more detail hereinbelow. In addition,
the implantable structure typically comprises a plurality
of tissue anchors 38, typically between about 5 and about
20 anchors, such as about 10 or about 16 anchors. In
Fig. 1, anchors 38 are shown coupled to implantable
structure 22, deployed through the wall of sleeve 26. For
some applications, anchors 38 are configured as de-
scribed hereinbelow with reference to Figs. 19A-C, 19D,
19E, 19F, 19G, 19H, 19I, and/or 19J, while for other ap-
plications, anchors 38 comprise tissue anchors known in
the art.
[0314] Flexible sleeve 26 may comprise a braided, knit-
ted, or woven mesh or a tubular structure comprising
ePTFE. For some applications, the braid comprises met-
al and fabric fibers. The metal fibers, which may comprise
Nitinol for example, may help define the shape of the
sleeve, e.g., hold the sleeve open to provide space for
passage and manipulation of deployment manipulator 24
within the sleeve. The fabric fibers may promote tissue
growth into the braid. Typically, sleeve 26 is substantially
longitudinally non-extensible, i.e., a length thereof is sub-
stantially constant, i.e., cannot be longitudinally
stretched, under normal usage conditions. Alternatively,
the sleeve is somewhat elastic, which gives the sleeve
a tendency to longitudinally contract, thereby helping
tighten the sleeve. For example, the sleeve may be bel-
lows- or accordion-shaped.
[0315] For some applications, the sleeve is configured
to have a tendency to assume a straight shape when in
its relaxed, non-contracted state. This straightness may
help the surgeon locate the next site for each subsequent
anchor during the implantation procedure. For example,
because the sleeve assumes a generally straight shape,
the sleeve may help provide an indication of distance
between adjacent anchoring sites. For some applica-
tions, the sleeve is configured to have a controllably var-
iable stiffness. For example, a somewhat stiff wire may
be placed in the sleeve to provide the stiffness, and sub-
sequently be removed at the conclusion of the implanta-
tion procedure when the stiffness is no longer useful.
[0316] For some applications, sleeve 26 comprises a

plurality of radiopaque markers 39, which are positioned
along the sleeve at respective longitudinal sites. The
markers may provide an indication in a radiographic im-
age (such as a fluoroscopy image) of how much of the
sleeve has been deployed at any given point during an
implantation procedure, in order to enable setting a de-
sired distance between anchors 38 along the sleeve. For
some applications, the markers comprise a radiopaque
ink.
[0317] Typically, at least a portion (e.g., at least three,
such as all) of the longitudinal sites are longitudinally
spaced at a constant interval. Typically, the longitudinal
distance between the distal edges of adjacent markers,
and/or the distance between the proximal edges of ad-
jacent markers, is set equal to the desired distance be-
tween adjacent anchors. For example, the markers may
comprise first, second, and third markers, which first and
second markers are adjacent, and which second and
third markers are adjacent, and the distance between the
proximal and/or distal edges of the first and second mark-
ers equal the corresponding distance between the prox-
imal and/or distal edges of the second and third markers.
For example, the distance may be between 3 and 15
mm , such as 6 mm, and the longitudinal length of each
marker may be between 0.1 and 14 mm, such as 2 mm.
(If, for example, the distance were 6 mm and the length
were 2 mm, the longitudinal gaps between adjacent
markers would have lengths of 4 mm.)
[0318] (In this context, in the specification and in the
claims, "proximal" means closer to the orifice through
which system 20 is originally placed into the body of the
patient, and "distal" means further from this orifice.)
[0319] Longitudinal contracting member 30 comprises
a wire, a ribbon, a rope, or a band, which typically com-
prises a flexible and/or superelastic material, e.g., nitinol,
polyester, HDPE, stainless steel, or cobalt chrome. For
some applications, the wire comprises a radiopaque ma-
terial. For some applications, longitudinal contracting
member 30 comprises a braided polyester suture (e.g.,
TICRON(TM)). For some applications, longitudinal con-
tracting member 30 is coated with polytetrafluoroethyl-
ene (PTFE). For some applications, contracting member
30 comprises a plurality of wires that are intertwined to
form a rope structure. For some applications, implantable
structure 22 comprises a plurality of contracting members
30, which may extend along generally the same longitu-
dinal portion of sleeve 26, or along respective, different
portions of sleeve 26 (e.g., as described hereinbelow with
reference to Fig. 28).
[0320] For some applications, contracting member 30
is positioned at least partially within a lumen of the sleeve
26, such as entirely within the lumen (as shown in Figs.
1, 2H-I, 4, 5, 21, and 22, for example). For some appli-
cations in which the contracting member is positioned
partially within the lumen, the contracting member is
sewn into the wall of the sleeve, such that the contracting
member is alternatingly inside and outside of the sleeve
along the length of the sleeve (configuration not shown).
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Optionally, sleeve 26 defines an internal channel within
which member 30 is positioned (configuration not
shown). Alternatively, the contracting member is dis-
posed outside the lumen of the sleeve, such as alongside
an outer wall of the sleeve. For example, sleeve 26 may
define an external channel within which contracting mem-
ber 30 is positioned, or the sleeve may comprise or be
shaped so as to define external coupling elements, such
as loops or rings (configuration not shown). For some
applications, contracting member 30 is positioned ap-
proximately opposite the anchors.
[0321] For some applications of the present invention,
contracting mechanism 28 comprises a rotatable struc-
ture, such as a spool 46. The rotatable structure is ar-
ranged such that rotation thereof applies a longitudinal
contracting force, thereby contracting at least a longitu-
dinal portion of implantable structure 22. Typically, in
these applications, contracting mechanism 28 further
comprises a housing 44 in which the rotatable structure,
e.g., the spool, is positioned. Contracting member 30 has
first and second member ends, and a first member end
portion, which extends from the first member end toward
the second member end along only a longitudinal portion
of the contracting member. For some applications, the
first member end portion, e.g., the first member end of
contracting member 30, is coupled to contracting mech-
anism 28, such as the rotatable structure, e.g., the spool
(alternatively, although the first member end portion is
coupled to the contracting mechanism, the first member
end protrudes beyond the contracting mechanism). For
example, spool 46 may be shaped to provide a hole 42
or other coupling mechanism for coupling the first end of
contracting member 30 to the spool, and thereby to con-
tracting mechanism 28. Contracting assembly 40 is ar-
ranged such that rotation of the spool winds a portion of
the contracting member around the spool. Alternatively,
contracting member 30 may comprise at least one wire
(e.g., exactly one wire) that passes through a coupling
mechanism of spool 46, in order to couple the wire to the
spool. The ends of the wire are brought together, and
together serve as a second end 53 of contracting member
30. In this configuration, approximately the longitudinal
center of the wire serves as the first end of the contracting
member.
[0322] Alternatively, contracting mechanism 28 may
comprise a ratchet contracting mechanism, which typi-
cally comprises a ratchet-coupling housing. Contracting
member 30 is shaped so as to define engaging struc-
tures, such as grooves or teeth. Techniques may be used
that are described in International Application
PCT/IL2009/000593, filed June 15, 2009, which pub-
lished as PCT Publication WO 10/004546, and in US
Application 12/996,954, which published as US Patent
Application Publication 2011/0166649, in the national
stage thereof, all of which applications and publications
are incorporated herein by reference.
[0323] Further alternatively, contracting mechanism
28 may comprise a housing or other structure (e.g., a

ring or an eyelet) which is shaped so as to define an
opening therethrough. Contracting member 30 is drawn
through the opening (such that the first member end pro-
trudes beyond the opening), and, once a desired length
has been achieved, is locked, such as using a locking
bead, or by crimping or knotting.
[0324] Contracting member 30 extends along less than
the entire length of sleeve 26. Contracting mechanism
28 (e.g., housing 44 thereof) is disposed at a first site 34
of sleeve 26 that is a first longitudinal distance D1 from
a first end of the sleeve, either a proximal end 49 of sleeve
26, as shown in Fig. 1, or a distal end 51 of sleeve 26,
as shown in Figs. 2G-I. (Longitudinal distance D1 is
measured between the first end of the sleeve and the
portion of contracting mechanism 28 that is closest to the
first end.) For some applications, second end 53 of con-
tracting member 30 is coupled to the sleeve at a second
site 36 that is a second longitudinal distance D2 from a
second end of the sleeve, which second end is longitu-
dinally opposite the first end of the sleeve. For applica-
tions in which contracting mechanism 28 comprises a
rotatable structure, rotation of the rotatable structure,
such as spool 46, longitudinally contracts at least a por-
tion of the sleeve, such as by winding a portion of the
contracting member around the spool, thereby pulling
the far end of the implantable structure toward the spool
and shortening and tightening the implantable structure.
Such rotation of the rotatable structure, or other actuation
of contracting assembly 40, typically applies a longitudi-
nal contracting force only between first and second sites
34 and 36, which longitudinally contracts at least a por-
tion, e.g. all, of the sleeve only between first and second
sites 34 and 36. (For example, the longitudinal force may
longitudinally contract less than the entire sleeve be-
tween first and second sites 34 and 36 in applications in
which system 20 comprises coiled element 240, which
provides a contraction-restricting portion of the sleeve,
as described hereinbelow with reference to Figs. 24A-E
and/or 25A-E.) Therefore, the portions of the sleeve be-
yond first and second sites 34 and 36 (towards the ends
of the sleeve) are not contracted by contracting assembly
40.
[0325] Typically, contracting member 30 extends
along (i.e., a distance along the sleeve between first and
second sites 34 and 36 equals) no more than 80% of the
length of the sleeve, e.g., no more than 60% or no more
than 50% of the length. Typically, contracting member
30 extends along no more than 80% of a circumference
of the loop when the sleeve is placed around the annulus
(i.e., the total length of the loop less the length of any
overlapping portion). Typically, contracting member 30
extends along (i.e., a distance along the sleeve between
first and second sites 34 and 36 equals) at least 20% of
the length of the sleeve, e.g., at least than 40% or at least
than 50% of the length. Typically, contracting member
30 extends along at least 20% of the circumference of
the loop when the sleeve is placed around the annulus,
e.g., at least 30% or at least 50%.
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[0326] For some applications, first longitudinal dis-
tance D1, measured when sleeve 26 is in a straight, re-
laxed, non-contracted state, is at least 3 mm, e.g., at least
5 mm, such as at least 9 mm, e.g., at least 14 mm; no
greater than 20 mm, such as no greater than 15 mm;
and/or between 5 and 20 mm, such as between 9 and
15 mm. Alternatively or additionally, for some applica-
tions, second longitudinal distance D2, measured when
sleeve 26 is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state,
is at least 3 mm, e.g., at least 5 mm, such as at least 9
mm, e.g., at least 14 mm; no greater than 20 mm, such
as no greater than 15 mm; and/or between 5 and 20 mm,
such as between 9 and 15 mm. Further alternatively or
additionally, first longitudinal distance D1, measured
when sleeve 26 is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted
state, is no greater than 20%, such as no greater than
10% of a total length of the sleeve, measured when
sleeve 26 is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.
Further alternatively or additionally, second longitudinal
distance D2, measured when sleeve 26 is in a straight,
relaxed, non-contracted state, is no greater than 30%,
such as no greater than 20%, e.g., no greater than 10%
of the total length of the sleeve measured, when sleeve
26 is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state. For
some applications, the total length of the sleeve, meas-
ured when the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed, non-con-
tracted state is at least 5 cm, no more than 25 cm, and/or
between 5 and 25 cm. For some applications in which
the sleeve is implanted in a closed loop, the total length
of the sleeve is selected to be between 1.3 and 1.4 times
a circumference of the annulus, in order to provide over-
lapping portion 114, described hereinbelow with refer-
ence to Figs. 4 and 5.
[0327] For some applications, at least one of tissue
anchors 38 (e.g., exactly one, at least two, exactly two,
at least three, exactly three, or at least four, or no more
than four) is coupled to sleeve 26 longitudinally between
contracting mechanism 28 (e.g., housing 44 thereof) and
the first sleeve end (i.e., the end of the sleeve to which
contracting mechanism 28 is closest), exclusive, and at
least 3, such as at least 6, of tissue anchors 38 are cou-
pled to the sleeve alongside contracting member 30, lon-
gitudinally between first site 34 and second site 36 (sec-
ond member end 53), exclusive. (As used in the present
application, including in the claims, "exclusive," when
used with respect to a range of locations, means exclud-
ing the endpoints of the range.)
[0328] Alternatively or additionally, for some applica-
tions, at least one of tissue anchors 38 (e.g., exactly one,
at least two, exactly two, at least three, exactly three, or
at least four, or no more than four) is coupled to sleeve
26 longitudinally between second site 36 (second mem-
ber end 53) and the second sleeve end (i.e., the end of
the sleeve to which second member end 53 is closest),
exclusive, and at least 3, such as at least 6, of tissue
anchors 38 are coupled to the sleeve alongside contract-
ing member 30, longitudinally between first site 34 and
second site 36 (second member end 53), exclusive.

[0329] In the exemplary configuration shown in Fig. 1,
exactly two tissue anchors 38 are coupled to the sleeve
longitudinally between the contracting mechanism (e.g.,
the housing) (first site 34) and the first sleeve end, ex-
clusive, exactly two tissue anchors are coupled to the
sleeve longitudinally between first site 34 and second
site 36 (second member end 53), exclusive, and exactly
six tissue anchors 38 are coupled to the sleeve alongside
the contracting member, longitudinally between first site
34 and second site 36 (second member 53), exclusive.
[0330] Providing the one or more anchors beyond first
and second sites 34 and 36 (i.e., beyond the contracting
portion of contracting member 30) generally distributes
force applied by contraction of contracting assembly 40
over these anchors. In contrast, in some configurations
of implantable structure 22 in which anchors are not pro-
vided beyond first and second sites 34 and 36, the force
applied by the contracting assembly is applied predom-
inantly to the single anchor nearest the first end of the
contracting member, and the single anchor nearest to
second end of the contracting member.
[0331] For some applications, anchors 38 are posi-
tioned along sleeve 26 with a longitudinal distance of
between 4.5 and 9 mm, such as 6 mm, between each
pair of longitudinally-adjacent anchors.
[0332] It is noted that the anchors may be positioned
as described above by a surgeon during an implantation
procedure, such as described hereinbelow with refer-
ence to Figs. 2A-I, or the anchors may be prepositioned
in the sleeve.
[0333] Reference is now made to Figs. 2A-I, which are
schematic illustrations of a procedure for implanting im-
plantable structure 22 to repair a mitral valve 130, in ac-
cordance with an application of the present invention.
The procedure is typically performed with the aid of im-
aging, such as fluoroscopy, transesophageal echo,
and/or echocardiography.
[0334] The procedure typically begins by advancing a
semi-rigid guidewire 102 into a right atrium 120 of the
patient, as shown in Fig. 2A.
[0335] As show in Fig. 2B, guidewire 102 provides a
guide for the subsequent advancement of a sheath 104
therealong and into the right atrium. Once sheath 104
has entered the right atrium, guidewire 102 is retracted
from the patient’s body. Sheath 104 typically comprises
a 14-20 F sheath, although the size may be selected as
appropriate for a given patient. Sheath 104 is advanced
through vasculature into the right atrium using a suitable
point of origin typically determined for a given patient.
For example:

• sheath 104 may be introduced into the femoral vein
of the patient, through an inferior vena cava 122, into
right atrium 120, and into a left atrium 124 transsep-
tally, typically through the fossa ovalis;

• sheath 104 may be introduced into the basilic vein,
through the subclavian vein to the superior vena ca-
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va, into right atrium 120, and into left atrium 124
transseptally, typically through the fossa ovalis;

• sheath 104 may be introduced into the external jug-
ular vein, through the subclavian vein to the superior
vena cava, into right atrium 120, and into left atrium
124 transseptally, typically through the fossa ovalis;
or

• sheath 104 may be introduced into left atrium 124
transatrially, e.g., via the interatrial groove, or via the
upper surface of the left atrium.

[0336] For some applications, sheath 104 is advanced
through an inferior vena cava 122 of the patient (as
shown) and into right atrium 120 using a suitable point
of origin typically determined for a given patient.
[0337] Sheath 104 is advanced distally until the sheath
reaches the interatrial septum.
[0338] As shown in Fig. 2D, a resilient needle 106 and
a dilator (not shown) are advanced through sheath 104
and into the heart. In order to advance sheath 104 trans-
septally into left atrium 124, the dilator is advanced to the
septum, and needle 106 is pushed from within the dilator
and is allowed to puncture the septum to create an open-
ing that facilitates passage of the dilator and subsequent-
ly sheath 104 therethrough and into left atrium 124. The
dilator is passed through the hole in the septum created
by the needle. Typically, the dilator is shaped to define
a hollow shaft for passage along needle 106, and the
hollow shaft is shaped to define a tapered distal end. This
tapered distal end is first advanced through the hole cre-
ated by needle 106. The hole is enlarged when the grad-
ually increasing diameter of the distal end of the dilator
is pushed through the hole in the septum.
[0339] The advancement of sheath 104 through the
septum and into the left atrium is followed by the extrac-
tion of the dilator and needle 106 from within sheath 104,
as shown in Fig. 2E.
[0340] As shown in Fig. 2F, implantable structure 22
(with anchor deployment manipulator 24 therein) is ad-
vanced through sheath 104 into left atrium 124.
[0341] As shown in Fig. 2G, distal end 51 of sleeve 26
is positioned in a vicinity of a left fibrous trigone 142 of
an annulus 140 of mitral valve 130. (It is noted that for
clarity of illustration, distal end 51 of sleeve 26 is shown
schematically in the cross-sectional view of the heart,
although left trigone 142 is in reality not located in the
shown cross-sectional plane, but rather out of the page
closer to the viewer.) Alternatively, the distal end is po-
sitioned in a vicinity of a right fibrous trigone 144 of the
mitral valve (configuration not shown). Further alterna-
tively, the distal end of the sleeve is not positioned in the
vicinity of either of the trigones, but is instead positioned
elsewhere in a vicinity of the mitral valve, such as in a
vicinity of the anterior or posterior commissure. Still fur-
ther alternatively, for some applications, the distal end is
positioned along an anterior portion of the annulus, such

as described hereinbelow with reference to Fig. 5. For
some applications, outer tube 66 of anchor deployment
manipulator 24 is steerable, as is known in the catheter
art, while for other applications, a separate steerable tube
is provided, such as described in the above-mentioned
’604 publication, with reference to Fig. 15 and Fig. 16
thereof. In either case, the steering functionality typically
allows the area near the distal end of the deployment
manipulator to be positioned with six degrees of freedom.
Once positioned at the desired site near the selected
trigone, deployment manipulator 24 deploys a first an-
chor 38 through the wall of sleeve 26 into cardiac tissue
near the trigone.
[0342] As shown in Fig. 2H, deployment manipulator
24 is repositioned along annulus 140 to another site se-
lected for deployment of a second anchor 38. Typically,
the first anchor is deployed most distally in the sleeve
(generally at or within a few millimeters of the distal end
of the sleeve), and each subsequent anchor is deployed
more proximally, such that the sleeve is gradually pulled
off (i.e., withdrawn from) the deployment manipulator in
a distal direction during the anchoring procedure. The
already-deployed first anchor 38 holds the anchored end
of sleeve 26 in place, so that the sleeve is drawn from
the site of the first anchor towards the site of the second
anchor. Typically, as the sleeve is pulled off (i.e., with-
drawn from) the deployment manipulator, the deploy-
ment manipulator is moved generally laterally along the
cardiac tissue, as shown in Fig. 2H. Deployment manip-
ulator 24 deploys the second anchor through the wall of
the sleeve into cardiac tissue at the second site. Depend-
ing on the tension applied between the first and second
anchor sites, the portion of sleeve 26 therebetween may
remain tubular in shape, or may become flattened, which
may help reduce any interference of the implantable
structure with blood flow.
[0343] For some applications, in order to provide the
second and subsequent anchors, anchor driver 68 is
withdrawn from the subject’s body via sheath 104 (typi-
cally while leaving outer tube 66 of the deployment ma-
nipulator in place in the sleeve), provided with an addi-
tional anchor, and then reintroduced into the subject’s
body and into the outer tube. Alternatively, the entire de-
ployment manipulator, including the anchor driver, is re-
moved from the body and subsequently reintroduced up-
on being provided with another anchor. Further alterna-
tively, deployment manipulator 24 is configured to simul-
taneously hold a plurality of anchors, and to deploy them
one at a time at the selected sites. Yet further alterna-
tively, the entire deployment manipulator, including the
anchor driver, is removed from the body and subsequent-
ly reintroduced upon being provided with another anchor.
Further alternatively, deployment manipulator 24 is con-
figured to simultaneously hold a plurality of anchors, and
to deploy them one at a time at the selected sites.
[0344] As shown in Fig. 21, deployment manipulator
24 is repositioned along the annulus to additional sites,
at which respective anchors are deployed, until the last
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anchor is deployed in a vicinity of right fibrous trigone
144 (or left fibrous trigone 142 if the anchoring began at
the right trigone), thereby fastening sleeve 26 and im-
plantable structure 22 to the annulus. Alternatively, the
last anchor is not deployed in the vicinity of a trigone, but
is instead deployed elsewhere in a vicinity of the mitral
valve, such as in a vicinity of the anterior or posterior
commissure.
[0345] For applications in which contracting mecha-
nism 28 comprises spool 46, a rotation tool is typically
used to rotate spool 46 of contracting mechanism 28, in
order to tighten implantable structure 22. For some ap-
plications, the rotation tool is used that is described and
shown in the above-mentioned ’604 publication, with ref-
erence to Figs. 6A-B, 7, and 8 thereof, and with reference
to Fig. 6 hereinbelow. As described therein, contracting
mechanism 28 comprises longitudinal member 86 that
is attached to the contracting mechanism and passes out
of the body of the subject, typically via sheath 104. In
order to readily bring the rotation tool to a driving interface
of contracting mechanism 28, the rotation tool is guided
over longitudinal member 86. For some applications,
spool 46 is configured as described in the ’604 publication
with reference to Figs. 1-4, 6A-B, 7, and/or 8 thereof.
[0346] Spool 46 typically comprises a locking mecha-
nism that prevents rotation of the spool after contracting
member 30 has been tightened. For example, locking
techniques may be used that are described and shown
in US Application Publication 2010/0161047, which is in-
corporated herein by reference, with reference to Fig. 4
thereof, and/or with reference to Figs. 6B, 7, and 8 of the
above-mentioned ’604 publication. Alternatively, for
some applications, contracting mechanism 28 is config-
ured to tighten contracting member 30, crimp the con-
tracting member to hold the contracting member taut,
and subsequently cut the excess length of the contracting
member.
[0347] For some applications, a rotation handle is used
to tighten the implantable structure, such as described
and shown in the above-mentioned ’604 publication, with
reference to Figs. 9A-C and 10A-D thereof. As mentioned
above, deploying the one or more anchors beyond the
contracting portion of contracting member 30 generally
distributes force applied by contraction of contracting as-
sembly 40 over these anchors. Alternatively or addition-
ally, for some applications, a force-distributing element
(e.g., such as element 540 shown hereinbelow with ref-
erence to Figs. 9, 10A-B, 11-12, and 13A-B) is coupled
to sleeve 26 in order to distribute the force applied by
contraction of contraction assembly over these anchors.
[0348] For some applications, sleeve 26 is filled with a
material (e.g., polyester, polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE),
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), or expanded poly-
tetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE)) after being implanted. The
material is packed within at least a portion, e.g., 50%,
75%, or 100%, of the lumen of sleeve 26. The filler ma-
terial functions to prevent (1) formation within the lumen
of sleeve 26 of clots or (2) introduction of foreign material

into the lumen which could obstruct the sliding movement
of contracting member 30. Typically, sleeve 26 compris-
es DACRON (TM).
[0349] For some applications, proximal end 49 of
sleeve 26 is closed upon completion of the implantation
procedure. For some applications, in order t close sleeve
26, a closure element 290 is coupled to proximal end 46
of sleeve 26, as described hereinbelow with reference to
Figs. 10A-B, 11-12, 13A-B, 14A-B, 15-16, 17A-F, and
18. Alternatively, the proximal end of the sleeve may have
a natural tendency to close when not held open by de-
ployment manipulator 24.
[0350] For some applications, following initial contrac-
tion of implantable structure 22 during the implantation
procedure, the structure may be further contracted or re-
laxed at a later time after the initial implantation, such as
between several weeks and several months after the in-
itial implantation. Using real-time monitoring, tactile feed-
back and optionally in combination with fluoroscopic im-
aging, a rotation tool or anchor driver of a deployment
manipulator may be reintroduced into the heart and used
to contract or relax implantable structure 22.
[0351] Reference is made to Fig. 3, which is a sche-
matic illustration of the deployment of one of anchors 38
into cardiac tissue, in accordance with an application of
the present invention. For these applications, one or
more (such as all) of anchors 38 are deployed from left
atrium 124, through tissue of the atrial wall, and into tissue
of an upper region of a ventricular wall 150 near the atri-
um. Because the tissue of the upper region of ventricular
wall is thicker than that of the atrial wall, deploying the
anchors into the upper region of the ventricular wall gen-
erally provides more secure anchoring. In addition, be-
cause the anchors are not deployed laterally through the
atrial wall, the risk of perforating the atrial wall is reduced.
[0352] Reference is now made to Figs. 4 and 5, which
are schematic illustrations of another configuration of im-
plantable structure 22, in accordance with an application
of the present invention. Fig. 4 shows implantable struc-
ture 22 in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state, prior
to implantation. Fig. 5 shows the implantable structure
after implantation around the annulus of mitral valve 130,
in accordance with an application of the present inven-
tion.
[0353] In this configuration, sleeve 26 is implanted in
a closed loop. More particularly, a first portion 110 of
sleeve 26 longitudinally extends from the first sleeve end
(i.e., the end of the sleeve to which contracting mecha-
nism 28, e.g., housing 44 thereof, is closest) toward con-
tracting mechanism 28, e.g., housing 44 thereof (but typ-
ically does not extend all of the way to the contracting
mechanism), and a second portion 112 of the sleeve lon-
gitudinally extends from the second sleeve end (i.e., the
end of the sleeve to which second member end 53 is
closest) toward second member end 53 (but typically
does not extend all of the way to the second member
end). As shown in Fig. 5, once implanted, sleeve 26 is
arranged in a closed loop, such that first and second por-
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tions 110 and 112 of the sleeve together define a longi-
tudinally overlapping portion 114 of the sleeve. The over-
lapping portion typically has a length of at least 2 mm
(e.g., at least 5 mm), no more than 60 mm (e.g., no more
than 50 mm), and/or between 2 mm (e.g., 5 mm) and 60
mm (e.g., 50 mm), and/or a length that is at least 1% of
a total length of the sleeve, no more than 40% of the total
length (e.g., no more than 30%), and/or between 1% and
40% (e.g., 30%) of the total length of the sleeve, meas-
ured when the sleeve is in a straight, relaxed, non-con-
tracted state.
[0354] For some applications, at least one of tissue
anchors 38 (labeled as 38E in Figs. 4 and 5) penetrates
both first and second portions 110 and 112 of the sleeve
at overlapping portion 114. Such a mutual anchor helps
ensure that the first and second portions remain tightly
coupled together and to the tissue, so that the sleeve
retains its closed loop shape. For some applications in
which tissue anchor 38E comprises a coupling head and
a tissue coupling element, such as described hereinbe-
low with reference to Fig. 19D, 19E, 19F, 19G, 19I, or
19J, the tissue coupling element penetrates both first and
second portions 110 and 112 of the sleeve at overlapping
portion 114, and the coupling head is positioned within
one of first and second portions 110 and 112 of the sleeve
at the overlapping portion. For example, in the deploy-
ment configuration shown in Fig. 5, the coupling head of
anchor 38E is positioned within second portion 112.
[0355] This configuration of implantable structure 22
may be implanted using the procedure described here-
inabove with reference to Figs. 2A-I, with the following
differences. Unlike in the deployment shown in Figs. 2G-
I, in this configuration sleeve 26 is deployed as a closed
band around the entire annulus of the native valve, in-
cluding an anterior portion 116 of the annulus (on the
aortic side of the valve) between fibrous trigones 142 and
144. Typically, both first and second portions 110 and
112 of sleeve 26 (and thus overlapping portion 114) are
positioned along anterior portion 116 of the annulus.
[0356] For some applications, during the implantation
procedure, the first sleeve end (i.e., the end of the sleeve
to which contracting mechanism 28, e.g., housing 44
thereof, is closest) is placed along at least a portion of
anterior portion 116 and first portion 110 is extended
along this portion. At least one anchor 38D is deployed
through the wall of first portion 110 of sleeve 26 into car-
diac tissue at the anterior portion of the annulus. Addi-
tional anchors 38A and/or 38C are deployed through the
wall of the sleeve around the non-anterior remainder of
the annulus, including the posterior portion thereof, as
described hereinabove with reference to Fig. 2H. (An-
chors 38C, if provided, are deployed beyond the ends of
the contracting portion of contracting member 30, while
anchors 38A are deployed along the portion of the sleeve
including the contracting portion of the contracting mem-
ber.)
[0357] A portion of the sleeve is placed on at least a
portion of anterior portion 116 of the annulus, and, typi-

cally, one or more anchors 38B are deployed through the
wall of the sleeve into tissue at the anterior portion of the
annulus.
[0358] The sleeve is further extended around the an-
nulus until second portion 112 overlaps with previously-
deployed first portion 110 at overlapping portion 114,
forming a complete ring. At least one anchor 38E is de-
ployed from within second portion 112 through the wall
of the sleeve and into the cardiac tissue, typically at an-
terior portion 116 of the annulus, or at a portion of the
annulus near anterior portion 116. Typically, anchor 38E
is deployed such that it additionally passes through pre-
viously-deployed first portion 110 (passing through the
wall of first portion 110 twice). (Optionally, anchors 38B
and/or 38E are of a different configuration than anchors
38A, 38C, and/or 38D, such as described hereinbelow
with reference to Figs. 19A-J; anchors 38B and 38E may
be of the same configuration as one another, or of differ-
ent configurations.)
[0359] Alternatively, the second sleeve end (i.e., the
end of the sleeve to which second member end 53 is
closest) is first placed at least partially along anterior por-
tion 116, in which case second portion 112 is deployed
before first portion 110, and anchor 38E is deployed from
within first portion 110.
[0360] The sleeve may be deployed in either a clock-
wise direction or a counterclockwise direction, as viewed
from the atrium.
[0361] Contracting assembly 40 is actuated, e.g., the
rotatable structure of contracting mechanism 28 is rotat-
ed, in order to tighten implantable structure 22, as de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Fig. 2I. Typically,
contracting member 30 does not extend along the portion
of sleeve 26 deployed along anterior portion 116 of the
annulus, and thus does not extend along first portion 110,
second portion 112, or overlapping portion 114 of sleeve
26. The portion of the sleeve deployed along anterior
portion 116 of the annulus (between the trigones) is thus
non-contractible. For some applications, contracting
member 30 is positioned along a non-anterior portion of
the annulus, which non-anterior portion does not reach
either of the fibrous trigones, e.g., does not reach within
5 mm of either of the trigones. Tightening of implantable
structure 22 therefore tightens at least a portion of the
posterior portion of the annulus, while preserving the
length of anterior portion 116 of the annulus. (The anterior
portion of the annulus should generally not be contracted
because its tissue is part of the skeleton of the heart.)
However, the portion of the sleeve deployed along the
anterior portion of the annulus prevents dilation of the
anterior annulus, because the sleeve is anchored at both
ends of the anterior annulus, and, as mentioned above,
the sleeve typically comprises a longitudinally non-ex-
tensible material. This deployment configuration may
help prevent long-term resizing of the anterior annulus,
which sometimes occurs after implantation of partial an-
nuloplasty rings, such as C-bands.
[0362] For some applications, the non-contractible
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portion of sleeve 26, or non-contraction-facilitated portion
(the portion without contracting member 30) extends
somewhat beyond one or both of trigones 142 or 144 (in
the posterior direction, away from anterior portion 116 of
the annulus), such as up to 20 mm, such as up to 10 mm.
In general, since the non-contractible portions of the
sleeve are preset, the surgeon is able to decide during
the implantation procedure the lengths of the anterior
non-contractible area and the posterior contractible area,
by selecting the length of overlapping portion 114. The
greater the length of overlapping portion 114, the greater
the relative length of the posterior contractible portion,
and the lesser the relative length of the non-contractible
portion.
[0363] For some applications, at least one anchor 38C
is coupled to cardiac tissue on the posterior side of right
fibrous trigone 144, between the trigone and the end of
contracting member 30. Similarly, at least one anchor
38C may be coupled to cardiac tissue on the posterior
side of left fibrous trigone 142, between the trigone and
the other end of contracting member 30 (which, for some
applications, is coupled to contracting mechanism 28, as
shown in Fig. 5).
[0364] For some applications, at least one (either one
or both) of first and second longitudinal distances D1 and
D2 (described hereinabove with reference to Fig. 1), tak-
en separately, is greater than 40 mm, such as greater
than 60 mm. This sleeve portion(s) beyond the contract-
ing portion of contracting member 30 provide the non-
contractible portion of the sleeve positioned along ante-
rior portion 116 of the annulus, and, optionally, the non-
contractible portion(s) that extend beyond the anterior
portion.
[0365] Reference is still made to Figs. 4 and 5, and is
additionally made to Figs. 19A-J, which are schematic
illustrations of different configurations of anchors 38, in
accordance with respective applications of the present
invention. For some applications, anchors 38 deployed
along anterior portion 116 of the annulus (between the
trigones) are of a different configuration from anchors 38
deployed along the remainder of the annulus (including
the posterior portion of the annulus). Unlike the remain-
der of the annulus, anterior portion 116 does not comprise
muscular or fibrous tissue, but rather thinner aortic tissue
(typically the anchors positioned along anterior portion
116 enter the aorta below the aortic leaflets). The anchors
that are deployed along the remainder of the annulus are
configured for strong coupling to the thicker and stronger
fibrous tissue of these portions of the annulus. Such an-
chors may be inappropriate for coupling to anterior por-
tion 116. Anchors 38 are thus provided that are particu-
larly configured for coupling to anterior portion 116.
[0366] For these applications, anchors 38 include a
plurality of first tissue anchors of a first configuration, and
a plurality of second tissue anchors of a second config-
uration different from the first configuration. (The first tis-
sue anchors are labeled 38A and 38C in Fig. 5, and for
the sake of brevity, are referenced as 38A hereinbelow.

The second tissue anchors are labeled 38B, 38D, and
38E in Fig. 5, and for the save of brevity, are referenced
as 38B hereinbelow.) For some applications, implantable
structure 22 comprises more first tissue anchors 38A
than second tissue anchors 38B, e.g., at least twice as
many first tissue anchors as second tissue anchors.
[0367] For these applications, sleeve 26 is typically ar-
ranged as a loop. For example, as described herein-
above with reference to Fig. 5, the sleeve may be shaped
so as to define first and second sleeve ends, which are
coupled to each other (optionally, with overlapping por-
tion 114) to form the loop. Alternatively, as described
hereinbelow with reference to Fig. 20, the sleeve may
shaped so as to define an integrally closed loop having
no sleeve ends. First tissue anchors 38A are coupled to
sleeve 26 at intervals along a first longitudinally-contig-
uous portion of the loop, and second tissue anchors 38B
are coupled to sleeve 26 at intervals along a second lon-
gitudinally-contiguous portion of the loop different from
the first longitudinally-contiguous portion. The second
portion of the loop is deployed along anterior portion 116
of the annulus, and the first portion of the loop is deployed
along at least a portion of the remainder of the annulus
(including the posterior portion of the annulus).
[0368] Reference is now made to Fig. 6, which is a
schematic cross-sectional illustration of a configuration
of rotation tool 80 being used to rotate the rotatable struc-
ture (e.g., a spool 46, as shown) of contracting mecha-
nism 28 of implant structure 22, in accordance with some
applications of the present invention. Contracting mech-
anism 28 is shaped so as to provide a driving interface
48 which facilitates coupling of rotation tool 80 to spool
46 of contracting mechanism 28. Typically, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 4, access to driving interface 48 is provided
from outside sleeve 26 via a longitudinal member 86 cou-
pled to contracting mechanism 28. Contracting mecha-
nism 28 comprises longitudinal member 86 that is at-
tached to contracting mechanism 28 and passes out of
the body of the patient. In order to readily bring rotation
tool 80 to driving interface 48, rotation tool 80 is guided
over longitudinal member 86. In this application, rotation
tool 80 comprises one or more tubes that pass over the
longitudinal member, as described below.
[0369] As mentioned above, for some applications,
longitudinal member 86 comprises a wire, which may
comprise metal. Because the wire is fairly stiff, the wire
generally maintains its direction and orientation with re-
spect to contracting mechanism 28. The wire thus readily
guides the tubes to the contracting mechanism such that
the tubes have a desired orientation and position with
respect to the contracting mechanism.
[0370] Longitudinal member 86 is removably coupled
to contracting mechanism 28, typically to a central portion
of an upper surface 50 of spool 46. For some applications,
a distal portion 88 of longitudinal member 86 is shaped
so as to define a screw thread 90 (i.e., a mechanical
structure that is coupled to member 86 at a distal end
portion thereof). Distal portion 88 is screwed into a
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threaded opening 92 of upper surface 50, in order to re-
movably couple longitudinal member 86 to contracting
mechanism 28. Typically, the distal portion is initially cou-
pled to the contracting mechanism before implant struc-
ture 22 is placed into an atrium of the patient. As de-
scribed below, the distal portion is decoupled from the
contracting mechanism after spool 46 has been rotated
to tighten implant structure 22. For some applications,
distal portion 88 comprises a discrete element that is fixed
to longitudinal member 86, while for other application,
distal portion 88 is integral with longitudinal member 86.
[0371] For some applications, rotation tool 80 compris-
es an inner (first) tube 98, an intermediate (second) tube
96, and, optionally, an outer (third) tube 94. Rotation of
each of the tubes is independently controlled, such as
using techniques described in US Patent Application
12/689,635 to Zipory et al. (published as US
2010/0280604), entitled, "Over-wire rotation tool," filed
January 19, 2010, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence. For some applications, a distal portion of each of
tubes 94, 96, and 98 that enters the patient’s body com-
prises braided plastic, and a proximal portion of each of
the tubes that does not enter the patient’s body comprises
a hard material, such as metal (not shown). For example,
the distal and proximal portions may have lengths of be-
tween 50 and 100 cm and between 50 and 350 cm, re-
spectively. Distal-most portions 94D, 96D, and 98D, re-
spectively, of the distal portions typically comprise a hard
material, such as metal, in order to engage other ele-
ments, as described immediately below. Typically, the
distal-most portions comprise separate elements that are
coupled to their respective tubes. For example, the distal-
most portions may have lengths of between 1 and 10 mm.
[0372] Intermediate tube 96 is configured to rotate
spool 46. To this end, intermediate tube 96 (such as dis-
tal-most portion 96D thereof) is configured to engage up-
per surface 50 of spool 46. To enable such engagement,
the upper surface typically is shaped so as to define one
or more indentations 99 (e.g., grooves), in which corre-
sponding protrusions at the distal end of intermediate
tube 96 are positioned, such as by gently rotating tube
96 (or all of the tubes) until such engagement occurs.
(Spring may be provided to assist with such engage-
ment.) The radius of intermediate tube 96 is approximate-
ly equal to the distance of each of the indentations from
a center of upper surface 50, so that the protrusions at
the distal end of the tube are aligned with the indenta-
tions. Alternatively, the upper surface defines one or
more protrusions, which engage indentations on the dis-
tal end of tube 96 (configuration not shown). Indentations
99 or the protrusions thus serve as driving interface 48.
[0373] Rotation of intermediate tube 96 causes corre-
sponding rotation of spool 46, thereby winding contract-
ing member 30 around the spool, and tightening the con-
tracting member.
[0374] An outer tube 94, if provided, is configured to
prevent rotation of spool housing 44 during rotation of
spool 46. To this end, outer tube 94 (such as distal-most

portion 94D thereof) is configured to engage an upper
surface 160 of spool housing 44. To enable such engage-
ment, the upper surface typically is shaped so as to define
one or more indentations 162 (e.g., grooves), in which
corresponding protrusions at the distal end of outer tube
94 are positioned, such as by gently rotating the tube (or
all of the tubes) until such engagement occurs. (Springs
may be provided to assist with such engagement.) The
radius of outer tube 94 is approximately equal to the dis-
tance of each of the indentations from a center of spool
housing 44, so that the protrusions at the distal end of
the tube are aligned with the indentations. Alternatively,
the upper surface defines one or more protrusions, which
engage indentations on the distal end of tube 94 (config-
uration not shown).
[0375] During rotation of intermediate tube 96 for ro-
tating spool 46, outer tube 94 is held rotationally station-
ary, thereby stabilizing spool housing 44 and enabling
spool 46 to rotate with respect to housing 44 either in a
first rotational direction or a second rotational direction
that is opposite the first rotational direction. For example,
when distal portion 88 is rotated in the first rotational di-
rection, contracting member 30 is wound around spool
46, and when distal portion 88 is rotated in the second
rotational direction, contracting member 30 is unwound
from around spool 46. As described hereinabove, tool 80
is slid within sheath 89.
[0376] Inner tube 98 is configured to decouple longitu-
dinal member 86 from spool 46 after contracting member
30 has been sufficiently wound around the spool, as de-
scribed above. To this end, a distal portion of the inner
tube (such as distal-most portion 98D thereof) is shaped
so as to engage a distal portion of longitudinal member
86, which is typically shaped so as to couple with the
distal portion of the inner tube.
[0377] Rotation of inner tube 98, while intermediate
tube 96 is prevented from rotating and thus prevents ro-
tation of spool 46, causes corresponding rotation of lon-
gitudinal member 86, and unscrews the longitudinal
member from spool 46. Longitudinal member 86 and
spool 46 are typically configured such that this unscrew-
ing rotation is in the opposite direction of the rotation of
the spool that tightens the contracting member. For ex-
ample, clockwise rotation of the spool (looking down on
the spool) may wind the contracting member around the
spool, while counterclockwise rotation of longitudinal
member 86 may unscrew the longitudinal member from
the spool. To enable the engagement of inner tube 98
with the distal portion of the longitudinal member, the
distal portion may include a flat portion.
[0378] As shown, spool 46 is shaped to define driving
interface 48. For some applications, driving interface 48
is female. For example, the interface may be shaped to
define a channel which extends through the cylindrical
portion of spool 46 from an opening provided by an upper
surface 178 (shown below in Fig. 7A, for example) of
spool 46 to an opening provided by a lower surface 180
of spool 46. Alternatively, driving interface 48 is shaped
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so as to define an indentation (e.g., a groove) that does
not extend entirely through the cylindrical portion of the
spool. Further alternatively, driving interface 48 is male,
and defines a protrusion, e.g., a hexagonal head or a
head having another shape.
[0379] For some applications, a distal portion of a ro-
tation tool 80, engages spool 46 via driving interface 48
and rotates spool 46 in response to a rotational force
applied to the rotation tool. The rotational force applied
to the rotation tool rotates spool 46 via the portion of the
rotation tool that engages driving interface 48 of spool 46.
[0380] Spool 46 typically comprises a locking mecha-
nism that prevents rotation of the spool after contracting
member 30 has been tightened. For example, locking
techniques may be used that are described with refer-
ence to Fig. 4 of above-mentioned US Application
12/341,960 to Cabiri (published as US 2010/0161047),
and/or with reference to Figs. 6B, 7, and 8 of US Patent
Application 12/689,635 to Zipory et al. (published as US
2010/0280604), entitled, "Over-wire rotation tool," filed
January 19, 2010, which are incorporated herein by ref-
erence.
[0381] Alternatively, for some applications, contracting
mechanism 28 is configured to tighten contracting mem-
ber 30, crimp the contracting member to hold the con-
tracting member taut, and subsequently cut the excess
length of the contracting member.
[0382] Distal portion 88 of rotation tool 80 has a head
that is male (e.g., comprising a threaded screwdriver
head, as shown) having, such as a slot-head, an Allen-
head, a Phillips-head, a Robertson-head, or a hex-head.
For some applications, distal portion 88 of rotation tool
80 has a head that is female (e.g., comprising a wrench
head, having, for example, a square or hex opening), as
appropriate for driving interface 48 provided. Typically,
the rotation tool comprises a shaft (e.g., tube 94), at least
a portion of which is flexible. For some applications, the
rotation tool is used that is described in above-referenced
US Patent Application 12/341,960 (published as US
2010/0161047), with reference to Fig. 4 thereof.
[0383] Figs. 7A-B show a relationship among individ-
ual components of contracting mechanism 28, in accord-
ance with some applications of the present invention.
Contracting mechanism 28 is shown as comprising spool
housing 44 which defines an upper surface 160 and a
recessed portion 176. Spool 46 is configured to be dis-
posed within housing 44 and defines an upper surface
178, a lower surface 180 and a cylindrical body portion
disposed vertically between surfaces 178 and 180. For
some applications, a contracting mechanism as shown
in Fig. 6B is used, mutatis mutandis. Although some ap-
plications of the present invention are described with ref-
erence to a contracting mechanism as shown in Fig. 7A,
the scope of the present invention includes using the con-
tracting mechanism shown in Fig. 7B in combination with
other components of the apparatus described herein.
[0384] Reference is now made to Figs. 6 and 7A. Lower
surface 180 of spool 46 is shaped to define one or more

(e.g., a plurality, as shown) recesses 182 which define
structural barrier portions 188 of lower surface 180. It is
to be noted that any suitable number of recesses 182
may be provided, e.g., between 1 and 10 recesses, typ-
ically circumferentially (as shown) or otherwise with re-
spect to lower surface 180 of spool 46.
[0385] For some applications, as mentioned above,
spool 46 comprises a locking mechanism 164 (Fig. 6).
For some applications, locking mechanism 164 is cou-
pled, e.g., welded, at least in part to a lower surface of
spool housing 44. Typically, locking mechanism 164 de-
fines a mechanical element having a planar surface that
defines slits 184. The surface of locking mechanism 164
may also be curved, and not planar. Locking mechanism
164 is shaped to provide a protrusion 166 which projects
out of a plane defined by the planar surface of the me-
chanical element. The slits define a depressible portion
168 of locking mechanism 164 that is disposed in com-
munication with and extends toward protrusion 166. De-
pressible portion 168 is moveable in response to a force
applied thereto by a distal element 70 that extends in a
distal direction from distal portion 88 of longitudinal mem-
ber 86, beyond threaded opening 92 of upper surface
50, as shown in Fig. 6.
[0386] It is to be noted that the planar, mechanical el-
ement of locking mechanism 164 is shown by way of
illustration and not limitation and that any suitable me-
chanical element having or lacking a planar surface but
shaped to define at least one protrusion may be used
together with locking mechanism 164.
[0387] A cap 170 is provided that is shaped so as to
define a planar surface and an annular wall having an
upper surface 186 that is coupled to, e.g., welded to, a
lower surface of spool housing 44. The annular wall of
cap 170 is shaped so as to define a recessed portion 172
of cap 170 that is in alignment with recessed portion 176
of spool housing 44.
[0388] For some applications, spool 46 of contracting
mechanism 28 is shaped to provide a hole 42 or other
coupling mechanism for coupling the first end portion of
contracting member 30 to the spool, and thereby to con-
tracting mechanism 28.
[0389] Reference is again made to Fig. 6, and is addi-
tionally made to Fig. 8, which is another cross-sectional
illustration of contracting mechanism 28, in accordance
with an application of the present invention. Fig. 6 shows
contracting mechanism 28 in an unlocked state, while
Fig. 8 shows the contracting mechanism in a locked state.
[0390] In the unlocked state shown in Fig. 6, protrusion
166 of locking mechanism 164 is disposed within re-
cessed portion 172 of cap 170. Longitudinal member 86
is shaped so as to define a distal force applicator 174
that extends distally, typically beyond screw thread 90.
In the unlocked state, the force applicator extends
through spool 46 and pushes against depressible portion
168 of locking mechanism 164. The depressible portion
is thus pressed downward, as shown in Fig. 6, freeing
protrusion 166 from within a recess 190 defined by struc-
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tural barrier portions 188 of the lower portion of spool 46.
Additionally, protrusion 166 is freed from within recessed
portion 176 provided by spool housing 44. As a result,
contracting mechanism 28 is unlocked, and spool 46 may
be rotated with respect to spool housing 44.
[0391] Cap 170 functions to restrict distal pushing of
depressible portion 168 beyond a desired distance so as
to inhibit deformation of locking mechanism 164. For ap-
plications in which contracting mechanism 28 is implant-
ed in heart tissue, cap 170 also provides an interface
between contracting mechanism 28 and the heart tissue.
This prevents interference of heart tissue on contracting
mechanism 28 during the locking and unlocking thereof.
Additionally, cap 170 prevents damage to heart tissue
by depressible portion 168 as it is pushed downward.
[0392] In the locked state shown in Fig. 8, protrusion
166 is positioned within a recess 190 of spool 46. Typi-
cally, the locked state is the resting state of locking mech-
anism 162. Depressible portion 168 is disposed in a hor-
izontal position, in response to removal of distal force
applicator 174 from within spool 46. Depressible portion
168 has a tendency to assume the horizontal position,
as shown, and in the absence of a downward pushing
force applied to depressible portion 168 by force appli-
cator 174, depressible portion 168 returns to its horizontal
position from its pushed-down state, as shown in Fig. 8.
In this horizontal position, protrusion 166 of locking mech-
anism 164 is removed from recessed portion 172 of cap
170 and is returned within a recess 190 of spool 46 and
thereby restricts movement of spool 46 and locks con-
tracting mechanism 28. Additionally, protrusion 166 of
locking mechanism 164 returns in part within recessed
portion 176 of spool housing 44. Thus, recessed portion
176 of spool housing 44 provides supplemental locking
of locking mechanism 164.
[0393] It is to be noted that although contracting mech-
anism 28 in Fig. 8 is shown without contracting member
30 for clarity of illustration, contracting member 30 is cou-
pled to a portion of contracting mechanism 28.
[0394] For some applications, system 20 further com-
prises a flexible pusher element, such as described and
shown in US Patent Application Publication
2010/0286767, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence, with reference to Fig. 8 thereof. The pusher ele-
ment aids with accurately positioning successive an-
chors 38 during an implantation procedure, such as de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2H and 2I.
For some applications, system 20 further comprises a
pusher tube that is applied to proximal end 49 of sleeve
26, such as described in the above-mentioned ’604 pub-
lication, with reference to Figs. 14 and/or 18A-B thereof.
For some applications, system 20 further comprises a
steerable tube, such as described in the above-men-
tioned ’604 publication, with referenced to Fig. 15 thereof,
or with reference to Fig. 16 thereof. For some applica-
tions, system 20 further comprises a pulling wire, such
as described in the above-mentioned ’604 publication,
with referenced to Fig. 17 thereof. For some applications,

system 20 further comprises an external control handle,
such as described in the above-mentioned ’604 publica-
tion, with referenced to Fig. 19 thereof. For some appli-
cations, contracting assembly 40 and implant structure
22 are configured as described with reference to Fig. 23
of the above-mentioned ’604 publication, mutatis
mutandis.
[0395] For some applications of the present invention,
system 20 is used to treat an atrioventricular valve other
than the mitral valve, i.e., the tricuspid valve. For these
applications, implantable structure 22 and other compo-
nents of system 20 described hereinabove as being
placed in the left atrium are instead placed in the right
atrium. Although implantable structure 22 is described
hereinabove as being placed in an atrium, for some ap-
plication the implantable structure is instead placed in
either the left or right ventricle.
[0396] Reference is now made to Fig. 9, which is a
schematic illustration of implant structure 22 comprising
a force-distributing element 540 in a vicinity of proximal
end 49 of structure 22, in accordance with some appli-
cations of the present invention. Implant 22 of Fig. 9 is
similar to implant 22 with the exception that contracting
mechanism 28 is coupled to sleeve 26 in a vicinity of
distal end 51, and implant 22 of Fig. 9 is couplable to
force-distributing element 540. Additionally, implant 22
of Fig. 9 does not necessarily (but can) define two areas
(having respective distances D1 and D2 in Fig. 1) through
which member 30 does not pass. That is, implant 22 of
Fig. 9 defines only one primary area through which mem-
ber 30 does not pass (i.e., the portion of sleeve 26 be-
tween site 36 and proximal end 49 of sleeve 26). A distal-
most anchor 512 of anchors 38 is coupled to distal end
of sleeve 26 typically but not necessarily distal to con-
tracting mechanism 28.
[0397] As described hereinabove, second end 53 of
contracting member 30 is coupled to the sleeve at a sec-
ond site 36 that is a longitudinal distance from end 49 of
sleeve 26, which end 49 is longitudinally opposite the
end 51 of sleeve 26. A first end portion 530 of contracting
member 30 is coupled to contracting mechanism 28 at
first site 34 of sleeve 26. Thus, as described hereinabove,
rotation of the rotatable structure of contracting mecha-
nism 28, or other actuation of contracting assembly 40,
typically applies a longitudinal contracting force only be-
tween first and second sites 34 and 36, which longitudi-
nally contracts at least a portion, e.g. all, of the sleeve
only between first and second sites 34 and 36.
[0398] As described hereinabove, one or more an-
chors 38 is coupled to the sleeve in the portion of sleeve
between site 36 and end 49 of sleeve 26. It is to be noted
that even though only one anchor is shown (i.e., anchor
534), more than one anchor may be coupled to the portion
of sleeve between site 36 and end 49 of sleeve 26. Ad-
ditionally, the next-most-proximal anchor 532 may be dis-
posed under site 36. Thus, a proximal-most anchor 534
is coupled to the sleeve in a non-contracting-member
portion 510, that is between site 36 and end 49 of sleeve
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26 and has excess portions of sleeve 26 which are not
anchored to the annulus.
[0399] Force-distributing element 540 typically com-
prises a longitudinally-non-compressible element (e.g.,
a cylindrical element, as shown), which comprises one
or more protrusions 542 for coupling element 540 to
sleeve 26. Typically, protrusions 542 puncture sleeve 26,
which typically comprises a braided mesh. Typically,
force-distributing element is advanceable within sleeve
26 following implantation thereof via anchors 38. Typi-
cally, element 540 spans over both anchors 532 and 534
in order to distribute forces between anchors 532 and
534. Protrusions 542 are constrainable within an over-
sheath (not shown) which is advanced within the lumen
of sleeve 26 in order to advance element 540 within the
sleeve. Oversheath is then removed to expose protru-
sions 542 in order to enable protrusions 542 to protrude
and engage sleeve 26, as shown. For some applications,
protrusions 542 are constrainable because the entire el-
ement 540 comprises a stent or tube which is constrain-
able within the oversheath. Typically, element 540 is rigid
along a longitudinal axis of sleeve 26 but is flexible along
a plane perpendicular to the axis. For such applications,
element 540 may comprise a solid, but flexible cylindrical
element, or may comprise a tightly-coiled element which
does not compress along the longitudinal axis. For some
applications element 540 is entirely rigid. Typically, ele-
ment 540 comprises a metal (e.g., nitinol, stainless steel,
or any other biocompatible material). Typically, element
540 comprises a tube, a coiled element, or a stent shaped
so as to define a lumen. Alternatively, element 540 does
not comprise a lumen and is solid (e.g., a rod).
[0400] For some applications, force-distributing ele-
ment 540 has a length of at least 3 mm, e.g., at least 8
mm, or at least 16 mm.
[0401] Force-distributing element 540 generally dis-
tributes force applied by contraction of contracting as-
sembly 40 (i.e., mechanism 28 and member 30) over
anchors 532 and 534 (and/or any other additional anchor
disposed between site 36 and end 49).
[0402] As is described hereinbelow with reference to
Figs. 17A-C, deployment manipulator 24 is coupled to
sleeve 26 and comprises an elongate outer tube 66. Tube
66 is positioned within sleeve 26 and functions to facilitate
advancement of sleeve 26 onto the annulus during im-
plantation. Typically, the one or more anchors are cou-
pled to an anchor driver (as described hereinbelow)
which slides through the lumen of manipulator 24 (i.e.,,
through tube 66). A proximal implant-advancement tube
33 slides along tube 66 of manipulator 24. A distal end
of implant-advancement tube 33 comprises one or more
coupling elements 29 which are configured to removably
couple the distal end of implant-advancement tube 33 to
proximal end 49 of sleeve 26, as described hereinbelow.
Coupling elements 29 hold sleeve 26 surrounding de-
ployment manipulator 24. As shown in Fig. 9, sleeve 26
comprises a coupling-element coupler 536 which is
shaped so as to define one or more openings 538 for

coupling elements 29 to sleeve 26.
[0403] For some applications, coupling elements 29
are configured to have a natural tendency to flex inwards
toward a central longitudinal axis of tube 33, and the tube
66, when positioned within the lumen of sleeve 26, push-
es coupling elements 29 outwards away from the longi-
tudinal axis, thereby causing coupling elements 29 to en-
gage sleeve 26. For example, coupling elements 29 may
be curved to define outwardly-directed ends that push
against or pierce sleeve 26. Such pushing against or
piercing engages sleeve 26, which, as mentioned above,
may comprise braided or woven fabric. Upon removal of
tube 66 from within sleeve 26, coupling elements 29 are
allowed to assume their natural inwardly-flexed position,
thereby releasing sleeve 26 from coupling elements 29
(i.e., when elements 29 move away from openings 538),
and decoupling the sleeve from implant-advancement
tube 33.
[0404] Reference is now made to Figs. 10A-B, 11-12
and 13A-B, which are schematic illustrations of implant
structure 22 comprising an approximating element 551
in a vicinity of proximal end 49 of structure 22, in accord-
ance with some applications of the present invention. Im-
plant 22 of Figs. 10A-B, 11-12 and 13A-B are similar to
implant 22 of Fig. 9, as described hereinabove, with the
exception that implant 22 shown in Figs. 10A-B, 11-12
and 13A-B comprise approximating element 551. Typi-
cally, implant 22 comprises force-distributing element
540, as described hereinabove with reference to Fig. 9.
For such applications, force-distributing element 540
functions as a structural, reference component to provide
a reference force to approximating element 551. For
some applications, implant 540 does not comprise force-
distributing element 540, but rather any other structural
element, e.g., a metal ring, which functions as a struc-
tural, reference component to provide a reference force
to approximating element 551.
[0405] Typically, approximating element 551 changes
a spatial orientation of at least a portion of a portion of
sleeve 26 that is between the structural, reference-force
component (e.g., force-distributing element 540) and end
49, or to non-contracting-member portion 510. For some
applications, this portion of the portion includes end 49.
For other applications, this portion includes the entire por-
tion of sleeve 26 that is between the structural, reference-
force component. For such applications, portion 510 de-
fines, at least in part, excess portions of sleeve 26 which
do not need to be anchored to the annulus of the valve.
For example, only a portion of sleeve 26 may be anchored
along the annulus of the valve, leaving excess portions
of sleeve 26. In such an instance, approximating element
551 changes the spatial orientation of the excess portion
of sleeve 26 so as to reposition such excess portion, ei-
ther by compressing the excess portion (as shown in
Figs. 10A-B, 11-12) or by deflecting the excess portion
(as shown in Figs. 13A-B). Thus, for applications in which
system 20 comprises approximating element 551 to ac-
commodate for the excess portions of sleeve 26 which
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do not need to be anchored to the annulus, the physician
is able to use any length of sleeve 26 prior to implantation,
without necessarily having to size the native annulus prior
to implantation or without having to cut the excess por-
tions of the sleeve, following anchoring of the sleeve.
[0406] Figs. 10A-B show implant 22 coupled to approx-
imating element 551 comprising a screw shaft 552 and
is shaped so as to define a female screw thread 554. As
the physician rotates screw shaft 552 into thread 554, at
least a portion of portion 510 of sleeve 26 (or the portion
of sleeve 26 between the structural, reference-force com-
ponent (e.g., element 540) and end 49) is shortened
and/or compressed, as shown in the bottom enlarged
image. As such, approximating element 551, in such an
application, defines a second contracting mechanism, or
a sleeve-shortening element, in order to contracting
mechanism 28.
[0407] Typically, the structural, reference component
(e.g., force-distributing element 540, in Figs. 10A-B) is
shaped so as to define thread 554, or is coupled to a
structural element which is shaped so as to define thread
554. For some applications, system 10 comprises clo-
sure element 290, which comprises a plug 550 in such
applications which is couplable to end 49 of sleeve 26.
For some applications, a proximal end of shaft 552 is
coupled to plug 550. Additionally, for such applications
in which approximating element 551 comprises shaft 552
and thread 554, plug 550 is shaped so as to provide a
screwdriver head 537 for engaging a rotating tool in order
to rotate screw shaft 552 with respect to thread 554. For
some applications, plug 550 comprises coupling ele-
ments which couple to openings 538 of coupling-element
coupler 536 (described hereinabove with reference to
Fig. 9) in similar manner to coupling elements 29.
[0408] Following anchoring of implant 22, element 540
is positioned within the lumen of sleeve 26, as described
hereinabove, in order to distribute forces between the
proximal anchors 532 and 534, and also to function as
the structural, reference component for approximating
element 551. Then screw shaft 552 is screwed into place
with respect to thread 554, either on its own, or coupled
to plug 550. Plug 550 functions to close the opening pro-
vided by proximal end 49 of sleeve following the removal
of deployment manipulator 24 (not shown).
[0409] As shown in Fig. 10A, force-distributing element
540 comprises a tubular structure, e.g., a tube, a rod, or
a stent, by way of illustration and not limitation.
[0410] Fig. 10B shows force-distributing element 540
comprising a coiled element having a plurality of longitu-
dinally-non-compressible coils.
[0411] Fig. 11 shows implant 22 coupled to approxi-
mating element 551 comprising a spring 560. Typically,
spring 560 has a tendency to compress, as shown in the
bottom enlarged image of Fig. 11. Alternatively, spring
560 is made to compress by pushing plug 550 distally
and locking plug 550 to sleeve 26. During compression
of spring 560, at least a portion of portion 510 of sleeve
(or the portion of sleeve 26 between the structural, ref-

erence-force component (e.g., element 540) and end 49)
is shortened and/or compressed. As such, approximating
element 551, in such an application, defines a second
contracting mechanism, or a sleeve-shortening element,
in order to contracting mechanism 28.
[0412] Typically, a distal end of spring 560 is coupled
to the structural, reference component (e.g., force-dis-
tributing element 540, in Figs. 10A-B) while a proximal
end of spring 560 is coupled to plug 550.
[0413] Fig. 12 shows approximating element 551 com-
prising both (1) screw shaft 552 and thread 554 (de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Figs. 10A-B), and
(2) spring 560 (described hereinabove with reference to
Fig. 11). As such, approximating element 551, in such
an application, defines a second contracting mechanism,
or a sleeve-shortening element, in order to contracting
mechanism 28.
[0414] Figs. 13A-B show approximating element 551
comprising a deflecting element 570. Deflecting element
570 comprises a shape-memory material (e.g., nitinol),
which is configured to deflect portion 510 having the ex-
cess sleeve portion toward a wall 580 of the heart adja-
cent the annulus. For some applications, deflecting ele-
ment 570 comprises a wire. For some applications, de-
flecting element 570 comprises a tube. For some appli-
cations, deflecting element 570 comprises a spring.
[0415] For some applications, deflecting element 570
functions as a stiffening element which prevents twisting
of sleeve 26 during the anchoring of sleeve 26 to the
annulus.
[0416] As shown, implant 22 comprises a contracting-
member-receiving element 574 which is coupled to
sleeve 26 via protrusions 542 and through which a distal
portion of contracting member 30 slides. As shown by
way of illustration and not limitation, receiving element
574 comprises force distributing element 540 (described
hereinabove with reference to Fig. 9). Second end 53 of
contracting member 30 is coupled to a stopper 572. As
contracting mechanism 28 is actuated, mechanism 28
pulls on member 30 in order to contract structure 22.
During actuation, second end 53 of member 30 is pulled
toward contracting-member-receiving element 574 until
stopper 572 engages with contracting-member-receiving
element 574. Upon continued actuation of mechanism
28, and once stopper 572 engages element 574, then
contracting member 30 contracts implant 22. Contract-
ing-member-receiving element 574 thus ensures that (1)
contracting member 30 remains positioned along an up-
per portion of sleeve 26, and (2) that the lumen of sleeve
26 is mostly free of member 30, such that member 30
will not get in the way of or be entangled during implan-
tation of anchors 38.
[0417] It is to be noted that deflection element 570 may
be used independently or in combination with any one of
approximating elements 551 shown herein, namely,
shaft 553 and thread 552 (shown in Figs. 10A-B and 12)
and/or spring 560 (shown in Figs. 11 and 12) in order to
facilitate compressing of at least a portion of portion 510
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defining excess portions of sleeve 26 that are not an-
chored to the annulus.
[0418] Figs. 14A-B show a system 280 comprising an
implant structure 281 and closure element 290 compris-
ing a closure mechanism comprising self-closing strips
282a and 282b, in accordance with some applications of
the present invention. Implant structure 281 is generally
similar to implant structure 22, as described hereinabove
with reference to Figs. 1 and 4, for example, with the
exception that implant structure comprises a closure el-
ement 290 at proximal end 49 of structure 281. Closure
element 290 comprises strips 282a and 282b.
[0419] Strips 282a and 282b are typically coupled to
(e.g., by being threaded through) portions of proximal
end 49 (i.e., a first free end) of sleeve 26 of structure 281
in the vicinity of an opening 25. Proximal end 49 of sleeve
26 is shaped so as to define an opening 25 for passage
therethrough of manipulator 24 (described hereinabove)
into a lumen of sleeve 26Strips 282a and 282b define
generally arcuate elements which comprise a flexible ma-
terial (e.g., nitinol). Strips 282a and 282b have a tendency
to close and assume the configuration shown in Fig. 14B.
Strips 282a and 282b are opened from their closed state
when a tool (e.g., such as manipulator 24, as shown, and
described hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2G-I or 3,
or delivery tube 332 described hereinbelow with refer-
ence to Figs. 24A-E and 25A-D) is advanced within the
lumen of sleeve 26 (as shown in Fig. 14A). Once the tool
is removed from within the lumen, strips 282a and 282b
assume their biased state thereby closing opening 25 at
proximal end 49 of structure 281. Thus, strips 282 are
automatically-activatable when the delivery tool is re-
moved from the lumen of sleeve 26.
[0420] Strips 282a and 282b are coupled to respective
strings 284 which couple strips 282a and 282b to sleeve
26. Strings 284 are crimped together by a crimp 286.
[0421] As shown in Fig. 14A, manipulator 24 is ad-
vanceable within the lumen of sleeve 26 so as to facilitate
anchoring of structure 281 using anchors 38, in a manner
as described herein with reference to Figs. 2A-I, 3, and
17A-C, with regard to the implantation of implant struc-
ture 22 along the annulus of the mitral valve. Following
the anchoring, contracting mechanism 28 is actuated in
order to adjust a dimension of structure 281. As described
hereinabove, contracting mechanism 28 adjusts a ten-
sion of contracting member 30 coupled thereto. Contract-
ing mechanism 28 and contracting member 30 are cou-
pled to sleeve 26. Since contracting member 30 is thread-
ed through sleeve 26 one or more times, as shown, the
adjusting of the tension of contracting mechanism 30 ad-
justs the dimension of sleeve 26 and thereby, of implant
structure 281. Following the adjusting, manipulator 24 is
then removed from the body of the patient, allowing strips
282a and 282b to close around opening 25, and structure
281 remains within the heart. It is to be noted that struc-
ture 281 may comprise a stiffening element described
hereinbelow with reference to Fig. 15.
[0422] Figs. 15 and 16 are schematic illustrations of a

system 131 for repairing a dilated atrioventricular valve,
such as a mitral valve, in accordance with some applica-
tions of the present invention. System 131 comprises an
adjustable implant structure 133, shown alone in Fig. 15
in a non-contracted state, and anchor deployment ma-
nipulator 24, shown alone in Fig. 16. For some applica-
tions, implant structure 133 comprises an annuloplasty
ring, e.g., a partial annuloplasty ring. Implant structure
133 comprises a flexible sleeve 26. At least a distal por-
tion of anchor deployment manipulator 24 is advanceable
within sleeve 26, as shown hereinbelow, and, from within
the sleeve, deploys a plurality of tissue anchors through
a wall of the sleeve into cardiac tissue, thereby anchoring
or otherwise fastening implant structure 133 around at
least a portion of the valve annulus. Typically, sleeve 26
has a length of between 50 mm and 150 mm (e.g., be-
tween 70 mm and 120 mm), and a diameter of between
1 mm and 10 mm (e.g., between 2.5 mm and 3.5 mm).
Implant structure 133 is generally similar to implant struc-
ture 22, as described hereinabove with reference to Figs.
1 and 4, for example, with the exception that implant
structure comprises a closure element 290 at proximal
end 49 of structure 133.
[0423] Sleeve 26 is typically configured to be placed
only partially around the valve annulus (i.e., to assume
a C-shape), and, once anchored in place, to be contract-
ed so as to circumferentially tighten the valve annulus.
Alternatively, implant structure 133 is configured to be
placed entirely around the valve annulus. In order to tight-
en the annulus, implant structure 133 comprises a con-
tracting mechanism 28 that actuates a flexible elongated
contracting member 30 which extends along implant
structure 133. As shown, contracting member 30 is
threaded one or more times through sleeve 26. For ap-
plications in which implant structure 133 comprises a par-
tial annuloplasty ring as shown, sleeve 26 comprises first
and second free ends, respectively (i.e., proximal and
distal ends 49 and 51, respectively). Proximal end 49
(i.e., a first free end) of sleeve 26 is shaped so as to
define an opening 25 for passage therethrough of ma-
nipulator 24 into a lumen of sleeve 26. Proximal end 49
is shaped so as to provide a first end flap 27 which is
coupled to (e.g., by being looped through) a portion of
contracting member 30. When contracting mechanism
28 is actuated, contracting member 30 is pulled or re-
leased in order to close or open flap 27 over opening 25.
Thus, implant structure 133 comprises a closure element
(e.g., closure element 290) for closing opening 25. For
such an application, closure element 290 comprises flap
27 and the portion of contracting member 30 coupled
thereto. Typically, closure element 290 is remotely-con-
trolled by the operating physician.
[0424] Following the closing of flap 27 over opening
25, contracting mechanism 28 facilitates contracting of
implant structure 133. Contracting mechanism 28 is de-
scribed in more detail hereinbelow. In addition, system
131 comprises a plurality of tissue anchors, typically be-
tween about 5 and about 20 anchors, such as about 10
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or about 16 anchors. The anchors are configured to be
deployed through the wall of sleeve 26 by anchor deploy-
ment manipulator 24. The insertion of the anchors into
the sleeve and deployment of the anchors into cardiac
tissue is described in detail hereinbelow.
[0425] It is noted that although closure element 290 is
shown in Fig. 15 as including closure element 290, the
scope of the present invention includes using other clo-
sure elements for closing opening 25. For example, a
plug (such as a silicone plug) may be used to close the
opening. Or, an elastomeric band (such as a silicone
band) may be configured to automatically close the open-
ing, upon removal of the manipulator therefrom. Or, flap
27 may be folded over and an anchor (e.g., a tissue an-
chor 38, as described herein) may be used to anchor the
folded-over flap to the patient’s tissue.
[0426] Typically, the closure elements described here-
in reduce the likelihood of a thrombosis forming inside
sleeve 26, by closing opening 25, relative to if opening
25 were left opened. Alternatively or additionally, the clo-
sure elements described herein are used to close open-
ing 25 for a different reason.
[0427] Typically, the closure of opening 25 (e.g., using
the closure elements described herein) and the deploy-
ment of implant structure 133 is performed during a single
procedure, e.g., by deploying the implant structure and
closing opening 25 via a single catheter. For some ap-
plications (not shown), sleeve 26 defines openings 25 at
first and second ends thereof, and closure elements are
used to close the openings at the first and second ends
of the sleeve.
[0428] Flexible sleeve 26 may comprise a braided, knit-
ted, or woven mesh or a tubular structure comprising
ePTFE or DACRON (TM). For some applications, the
braid comprises metal and fabric fibers. The metal fibers,
which may comprise Nitinol for example, may help define
the shape of the sleeve, e.g., hold the sleeve open to
provide space for passage and manipulation of deploy-
ment manipulator 24 within the sleeve. The fabric fibers
may promote tissue growth into the braid. Optionally, the
sleeve is somewhat elastic, which gives the sleeve a ten-
dency to longitudinally contract, thereby helping tighten
the sleeve. For example, the sleeve may be bellows-
shaped or accordion-shaped.
[0429] Reference is now made to Figs. 15, 16, and
17A-C, which are schematic illustrations of a procedure
for implanting implant structure 133 to repair a mitral
valve, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention. It is to be noted that structure 133 may
be implanted in the same manner as structure 22, de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2A-I and 3.
Typically, the sleeve is configured to have a tendency to
assume a straight shape. This straightness helps the sur-
geon locate the next site for each subsequent anchor
during the implantation procedure, as described herein-
above with reference to Figs. 2A-I. For example, because
sleeve 26 assumes a generally straight shape, the sleeve
may help provide an indication of distance between ad-

jacent anchoring sites.
[0430] As shown, sleeve 26 is configured to have a
controllably variable stiffness. For example, one or more
generally stiff stiffening elements 136 (shown in Fig. 1),
e.g., a wire or a suture, is threaded one or more times
(e.g., a plurality of times) through sleeve 26 to provide
the stiffness, and subsequently be removed at the con-
clusion of the implantation procedure when the stiffness
is no longer useful, as is described hereinbelow. Since
manipulator 24 and components that are slidable therein
are deflectable and steerable, stiffening element 136
helps maintain the relative positioning of manipulator 24
with respect to sleeve 26 in order to prevent manipulator
24 from deploying an anchor through sleeve 26 in a vi-
cinity of contracting member 30. That is, stiffening ele-
ment 136 helps maintain the shape and integrity of struc-
ture 26 (i.e., prevents flailing of sleeve 26). For some
applications, element 136 is pulled directly by an oper-
ating physician. For other applications, element 136 is
coupled to a portion of manipulator 24 or a component
that is slidable within a lumen of manipulator 24, and is
pulled either by the manipulator or any component there-
of. Stiffening element 136 helps ensure that the anchors
are deployed through sleeve 26 without interfering with
contracting member 30.
[0431] Elongated contracting member 30 comprises a
wire, a ribbon, a rope, or a band, which typically compris-
es a flexible and/or superelastic material, e.g., nitinol,
polyester, stainless steel, or cobalt chrome. For some
applications, the wire comprises a radiopaque material.
For some applications, contracting member 30 compris-
es a braided polyester suture (e.g., TICRON(TM)). For
some applications, contracting member 30 is coated with
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE). For some applications,
contracting member 30 comprises a plurality of wires that
are intertwined to form a rope structure.
[0432] By being threaded or sewn through sleeve 26,
contracting member 30 is positioned at least partially
within a lumen of the sleeve 26 alternatingly inside and
outside of the sleeve along the length of the sleeve. Op-
tionally, sleeve 26 defines an internal channel within
which member 30 is positioned (configuration not
shown). Alternatively, the contracting member is dis-
posed outside the lumen of the sleeve, such as alongside
an outer wall of the sleeve. For example, sleeve 26 may
define an external channel within which member 30 is
positioned, or the sleeve may comprise or be shaped so
as to define external coupling elements, such as loops
or rings (configuration not shown). For some applica-
tions, contracting member 30 is positioned approximately
opposite the portion of sleeve 26 through which the an-
chors are deployed, as described hereinabove.
[0433] For some applications of the present invention,
contracting mechanism 28 comprises a rotatable struc-
ture, such as a spool. The rotatable structure is arranged
such that rotation thereof contracts implant structure 133.
For some applications, a first end portion of contracting
member 30 is coupled to the spool (e.g., by being looped
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through a portion of the spool). For some applications,
contracting mechanism 28 further comprises a housing
44 that houses the rotatable structure, e.g., the spool. A
braided fabric mesh 41 surrounds housing 44 so as to
facilitate implantation thereof and induce fibrosis around
housing 44. The spool is positioned in a vicinity of (e.g.,
within 1 cm of) end 51 of sleeve 26, as shown. As shown,
a second end portion of contracting member 30 is cou-
pled to sleeve 26 in a vicinity of (e.g., within 0.5 cm of)
end 49 of the sleeve 26, opposite end 51 to which the
contracting mechanism 28 is positioned. Typically, con-
tracting mechanism 28 is sutured to sleeve 26 by coupling
threads 31.
[0434] In the configuration shown, the second end por-
tion of contracting member 30 is looped through a portion
of flap 27 and extends back toward end 51 of sleeve 26.
The second end portion of contracting member 30 is cou-
pled to sleeve 26 in a vicinity of proximal end 49 of the
sleeve at a distance of between 0.2 cm and 2 cm from
end 49. Since contracting member 30 is looped through
a portion of contracting mechanism 28, the free ends of
contracting member 30 are brought together, and togeth-
er serve as the second end portion of contracting member
30. Alternatively, contracting member 30 is not looped
through a portion of contracting mechanism 28, a first
end of contracting member 30 is fixedly coupled to con-
tracting mechanism 28, while a second end of contracting
member 30 defines the second end portion that is cou-
pled to the portion of sleeve 26.
[0435] The second end portion of member 30 is cou-
pled to sleeve 26 by contraction-restricting elements 138,
e.g., crimping elements 132 and 134. Crimping elements
132 and 134 restrict contraction of a contraction-restrict-
ed portion 52 (or non-contraction-facilitated portion) of
sleeve 26 that has a length of between 5 mm and 30 mm.
For some applications, the crimping elements are dis-
posed such that the contraction-restricted portion of the
sleeve is between 3 and 45 mm from one end of the
sleeve. The remaining portion of sleeve 26, i.e., a con-
traction-facilitated portion 153 (or contractible portion) is
contractible and expandable in response to respective
tightening or loosening of contracting member 30 respon-
sively to the actuation of contracting mechanism 28.
Thus, while contraction of implant structure 133 is being
ongoing (i.e., while contraction-facilitated portion 153 is
being contracted), contraction-restricted portion 52 is re-
stricted from being contracted. For some applications,
contraction-restriction portions, each having a length of
between 5 mm and 30 mm are disposed, are disposed
in the vicinity of both ends of sleeve 26.
[0436] Rotation of the spool of contracting mechanism
28 in a first rotational direction winds a portion of con-
tracting member 30 around the spool, thereby pulling the
far end of implant structure 133 toward the spool and
shortening and tightening implant structure 133.
[0437] Alternatively, in some configurations, contract-
ing mechanism 28 is positioned at an intermediary posi-
tion along the sleeve, rather than in a vicinity of one of

the ends. For these configurations, contracting member
30 comprises two contracting members, which are re-
spectively connected to the two ends of the sleeve, and
both of which are connected to the spool. Rotating the
spool contracts both contracting members. These con-
figurations may be implemented using techniques de-
scribed in US Patent Application 12/341,960 to Cabiri
(published as US 2010/0161047), which is incorporated
herein by reference, with reference to Fig. 15 thereof.
[0438] For other applications, contracting member 30
comprises at least one wire (e.g., exactly one wire) that
passes through a coupling mechanism of the spool of
contracting mechanism 28, in order to couple the wire to
the spool. As described hereinabove, the free ends of
contracting member 30 are brought together, and togeth-
er serve as the second end portion of contracting member
30, and may be coupled to one of the several locations
of sleeve 26 mentioned hereinabove. In this configura-
tion, approximately the longitudinal center of the wire
serves as first end of the contracting member.
[0439] Fig. 16 shows manipulator 24 comprising elon-
gate outer tube 66 (sometimes referred to herein, includ-
ing in the claims, as a "deployment manipulator tube")
having a tube lumen and a distal end 64 which defines
an opening for passage therethrough of the one or more
anchors. Typically, the one or more anchors are coupled
to an anchor driver (as described hereinbelow) which
slides through the lumen of manipulator 24 (i.e.,, through
tube 66). A proximal implant-advancement tube 33 slides
along tube 66 of manipulator 24. A distal end of implant-
advancement tube 33 is coupled to a coupler 139 which
increases friction at a distal end of implant-advancement
tube 33 so as to facilitate a sliding of implant-advance-
ment tube 33 along tube 66 of manipulator 24, while tem-
porarily maintaining the distal end of implant-advance-
ment tube 33 in place with respect to tube 66 of manip-
ulator 24. Coupler 139 comprises one or more (e.g., two,
as shown) coupling elements 29 which are configured to
removably couple the distal end of implant-advancement
tube 33 to proximal end 49 of sleeve 26, as described
hereinbelow. Coupling elements 29 hold sleeve 26 sur-
rounding deployment manipulator 24.
[0440] For some applications, coupling elements 29
are configured to have a natural tendency to flex inwards
toward a central longitudinal axis of tube 33, and the tube
66, when positioned within the lumen of sleeve 26, push-
es coupling elements 29 outwards away from the longi-
tudinal axis, thereby causing coupling elements 29 to en-
gage sleeve 26. For example, coupling elements 29 may
be curved to define outwardly-directed ends that push
against or pierce sleeve 26. Such pushing against or
piercing engages sleeve 26, which, as mentioned above,
may comprise braided or woven fabric. Upon removal of
tube 66 from within sleeve 26, coupling elements 29 are
allowed to assume their natural inwardly-flexed position,
thereby releasing sleeve 26 from the coupling elements,
and decoupling the sleeve from implant-advancement
tube 33.
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[0441] Figs. 17A-C are schematic illustrations of ma-
nipulator 24 advanced into a lumen of sleeve 26 of im-
plant structure 133 in order to deploy one or more tissue
anchors 38, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention. Anchor deployment manipulator 24 is
advanced into a lumen of sleeve 26, and, from within the
lumen, deploys anchors 38 through a wall of the sleeve
and into cardiac tissue, thereby anchoring the sleeve
around a portion of the valve annulus. Typically, implant
structure 133 and anchor deployment manipulator 24 are
introduced into the heart via a sheath 104, as described
hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2A-I and 3.
[0442] As shown in Fig. 17B, an anchor driver 68 is
slidable within a lumen of tube 66 of manipulator 24. An-
chor driver 68 is coupled at a distal end thereof to a driving
interface 69 that is either male (e.g., comprising a screw-
driver head, having, such as a slot-head, an Allen-head,
a Phillips-head, a Robertson-head, or a hex-head) or fe-
male (e.g., comprising a wrench head, having, for exam-
ple, a square or hex opening), as appropriate for the driv-
ing interface provided. Anchor driver 68 is steerable and
deflectable independently of the steerability and deflecta-
bility of tube 66 of manipulator 24.
[0443] For some applications, at least one of anchors
38 is deployed from a distal end 60 of deployment ma-
nipulator 24 while the distal end is positioned such that
a central longitudinal axis 62 through distal end 60 of
deployment manipulator 24 forms an angle of between
about 45 and 90 degrees with the wall of sleeve 26 at
the point at which the anchor penetrates the wall, such
as between about 75 and 90 degrees, e.g., about 90 de-
grees (as shown hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2A-
I and 3). For other applications, as shown in Fig. 17B, at
least one of anchors 38 is deployed from driving interface
69 while interface 69 is positioned such that a central
longitudinal axis through the distal end of interface 69
forms an angle of between about 45 and 135 degrees
with the wall of sleeve 26 at the point at which the anchor
penetrates the wall, such as between about 75 and 100
degrees, e.g., about 90 degrees. Thus, manipulator 24
has steerability and anchor driver 68 has steerability that
is independent from the steerability of manipulator 24.
For some applications of the present invention, the steer-
ability of manipulator 24 is in a different plane than the
steerability of anchor driver 68.
[0444] This anchor-penetration point is typically at a
portion of the sleeve that extends distally beyond distal
end 64 of deployment manipulator 24. Typically, all of
the anchors are deployed at such angles, with the pos-
sible exception of the first anchor deployed near the distal
end of the sleeve.
[0445] Reference is now made to Fig. 17B. As shown,
deployment manipulator 24 comprises outer tube 66 and
anchor driver 68 which is at least partially positioned with-
in tube 66. Anchor driver 68 comprises an elongated,
flexible shaft 70, having at its distal end a driver head 72.
Rotation of anchor driver 68 screws anchors 38 into the
cardiac tissue. Each of anchors 38 is shaped so as to

define a coupling head 74 and a tissue coupling element
76. The anchors are typically rigid. Tissue coupling ele-
ments 76 may, for example, be helical or spiral in shape
(e.g., having the shape of a corkscrew), as shown in the
figures, may comprise screws, or may have other
shapes. Coupling heads 74 may be either male (e.g., a
hex or square protrusion) or female (e.g., a straight slot,
a hex opening, a Phillips opening, or a Robertson open-
ing). The use of helical anchors, which are screwed into
the cardiac tissue, generally minimizes the force that
needs to be applied during deployment of the anchors
into the cardiac tissue. Alternatively, the anchors may
comprise staples, clips, spring-loaded anchors, or other
tissue anchors otherwise known in the art.
[0446] For some applications, outer tube 66 of deploy-
ment manipulator 24 is steerable, as known in the cath-
eter art. To provide steering functionality to deployment
manipulator 24, outer tube 66 typically comprises one or
more steering wires, the pulling and releasing of which
cause deflection of the distal tip of the tube.
[0447] For some applications of the present invention,
each of tissue coupling elements 76 is shaped so as to
define a longitudinal axis 78 (shown in Fig. 3B), and is
configured to penetrate the cardiac tissue in a direction
parallel to longitudinal axis 78. Deployment manipulator
24 is configured to deploy tissue coupling element 76
from distal end 64 of the deployment manipulator through
the wall of sleeve 26 in a direction parallel to longitudinal
axis 78 and parallel to a central longitudinal axis through
a distal end of deployment manipulator 24 (i.e., axis 65
is shown hereinabove in Fig. 3).
[0448] For some applications, the plurality of anchors
are applied using the deployment manipulator by loading
a first one of the anchors onto the anchor driver, and
deploying the anchor into the cardiac tissue. The anchor
driver is withdrawn from the patient’s body (typically while
leaving outer tube 66 of the deployment manipulator in
place in the sleeve), and a second one of the anchors is
loaded onto the anchor driver. The anchor driver is re-
introduced into the outer tube of the deployment manip-
ulator, and the second anchor is deployed. These steps
are repeated until all of the anchors have been deployed.
Alternatively, the entire deployment manipulator, includ-
ing the anchor driver, is removed from the body and sub-
sequently reintroduced after being provided with another
anchor. Techniques for use with the refillable deployment
manipulator may be practiced in combination with tech-
niques described in US Patent Application 12/689,635
to Zipory et al. (published as US 2010/0280604), entitled,
"Over-wire rotation tool," filed January 19, 2010, which
is incorporated herein by reference, and with techniques
described in PCT Patent Application
PCT/IL2010/000358 to Zipory et al. (published as WO
10/128503), entitled, "Deployment techniques for annu-
loplasty ring," filed May 4, 2010, which is incorporated
herein by reference. Further alternatively, the deploy-
ment manipulator is configured to simultaneously hold a
plurality of anchors, and to deploy them one at a time.
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[0449] Reference is again made to Figs. 17A-C. Fig.
17A shows the slidable advancement of manipulator 24
through the lumen of sleeve 26 of implant structure 133.
Manipulator 24 slides proximally from distal end 51 of
sleeve 26 in order to facilitate implantation of anchors 38
within cardiac tissue of the patient. As shown in Fig. 17B,
a first tissue anchor 38 is implanted in a vicinity of end
51 (e.g., at end 51 as shown). Anchor 38 is implanted
when anchor driver 68 is rotated in order to corkscrew
anchor 38 into the tissue. Following the anchoring of an-
chor 38 in the vicinity of end 51, manipulator 24 is with-
drawn proximally so as to anchor a second anchor 38
into cardiac tissue.
[0450] Typically, the first anchor 38 is deployed most
distally in sleeve 26 (generally at or within a few millim-
eters of end 51 of sleeve 26), and each subsequent an-
chor is deployed more proximally, such that sleeve 26 is
gradually pulled off (i.e., withdrawn from) deployment
manipulator 24 in a distal direction during the anchoring
procedure. Typically, as the sleeve is pulled off the de-
ployment manipulator, the deployment manipulator is
moved generally laterally along the cardiac tissue, as
shown in Figs. 17B-C.
[0451] The pushing of sleeve 26 distally from manipu-
lator 24 is facilitated by implant-advancement tube 33.
Implant-advancement tube 33 passes over outer tube 66
of manipulator 24, and pushes gently in a distal direction
on proximal end 49 of sleeve 26. The implant-advance-
ment tube is held in place against proximal end 49 of
sleeve 26, typically by an external control handle (not
shown for clarity of illustration) that is coupled to respec-
tive proximal ends of manipulator 24, tube 66, anchor
driver 68, and implant-advancement tube 33. In order to
release sleeve 26, outer tube 66 is retracted proximally,
while implant-advancement tube 33 remains in place to
apply a reference force to sleeve 26 with respect to outer
tube 66, helping advance and release sleeve 26 from
outer tube 66, as tube 66 is withdrawn. If the implant-
advancement tube were not provided, the wall of sleeve
26 might snag on outer tube 66 (as mentioned above,
the sleeve may comprise braided or woven fabric). In
addition, if such snagging occurs, gentle pushing with
the implant-advancement tube in the distal direction may
help free the snag.
[0452] In the configuration shown in Fig. 17A, implant-
advancement tube 33 comprises one or more coupling
elements 29 (such as exactly one coupling element or
exactly two coupling elements) at a distal end of tube 38.
Coupling elements 29 are configured to removably cou-
ple proximal end 49 of sleeve 26 to the distal end of im-
plant-advancement tube 33, thereby preventing sleeve
26 from moving distally with respect to outer tube 66 of
deployment manipulator 24, such as using the external
control handle, while manipulator 24 is pulled proximally.
Alternatively, both implant-advancement tube 33 and
manipulator 24 are pulled proximally (e.g., by pulling
proximally the external control handle) and implant-ad-
vancement tube 33 thereby applies a passive counter

force in order to resist proximal end 49 of sleeve 26 in a
manner in which, responsively to the passive force, prox-
imal end 49 of sleeve 26 is advanced distally.
[0453] During the anchoring procedure, stiffening ele-
ment 136 maintains relative dispositions of manipulator
and/or anchor driver 68 with respect to sleeve 26. As
shown, stiffening element 136 is threaded along sleeve
26. The relative stiffness of stiffening element 136 to the
flexibility of sleeve 26 maintains sleeve 26 in a relative
spatial configuration in which contracting member 30 re-
mains above tube 66 of manipulator 24 and/or anchor
driver 68. In such a manner, stiffening element 136 helps
ensure that anchors 38 do not interfere with contracting
member 30 and that the portion of sleeve 26 that is op-
posite contracting member 30 is anchored to the annulus.
Stiffening element 136 is loosely coupled (i.e., is not fixed
by being knotted or otherwise fastened) to a distal end
35 thereof (shown in Fig. 3A) to a distal portion of sleeve
26 in a vicinity of end 51 of sleeve 26. A proximal end of
stiffening element 136 is coupled to a coupler 37 (or a
ring) which is coupled to implant-advancement tube 33.
As sleeve 26 is slid gradually distally from outer tube 66
of manipulator 24, as described hereinabove, since cou-
pler 37 is fixed to implant-advancement tube 33, the suc-
cessive distal portions of stiffening element 136 are de-
coupled, by being unthreaded, from sleeve 26 respon-
sively to the distal sliding of sleeve 26 from tube 66 of
manipulator 24.
[0454] Fig. 17C shows anchoring of an additional tis-
sue anchor 38 to the annulus of the valve. As described
hereinabove, with each successive anchor 38 that is de-
ployed, successive portions of sleeve 26 are slid of tube
66 of manipulator 24. For some applications, portions of
stiffening element 136 are unthreaded from sleeve 26.
[0455] Following the anchoring of sleeve 26 by anchor-
ing a suitable number of anchors around a desired portion
of the annulus of the valve, sleeve 26 is slid off of ma-
nipulator 24 and decoupled from coupling elements 29
in order to release sleeve 26 from coupling elements 29.
Proximal withdrawal of outer tube 66 from sleeve 26 (into
or through implant-advancement tube 33) allows cou-
pling elements 29 to assume their natural inwardly-flexed
position, thereby releasing sleeve 26 from the coupling
elements, and decoupling the sleeve from the implant-
advancement tube. As described hereinabove, sleeve
26 is advanced off deployment manipulator 24, including
outer tube 66, in a distal direction during the anchoring
procedure. Outer tube 66 of deployment manipulator 24
is proximally withdrawn completely from the sleeve at the
conclusion of the anchoring procedure. The flexing of the
coupling elements releases the sleeve at the conclusion
of the procedure. As implant-advancement tube 33 is de-
coupled from sleeve 26 and is withdrawn proximally, im-
plant-advancement tube 33 pulls on stiffening element
136 in order to entirely decouple, by unthreading stiffen-
ing element 136 from sleeve 26.
[0456] Reference is now made to Fig. 17D, which is a
schematic illustration of implant structure 133 anchored
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to the annulus of a mitral valve 130 of the patient, in ac-
cordance with some applications of the present invention.
A plurality of tissue anchors (e.g., 8 tissue anchors as
shown by way of illustration and not limitation) anchor
implant structure 133 to the annulus. As shown, in some
applications of the present invention, proximal end 49 of
structure 133 is anchored in a vicinity of a first trigone
142 (e.g., at first trigone 142) of valve 130 by a first anchor
137, and distal end 51 of structure 133 is anchored in a
vicinity of a second trigone 144 (e.g., at second trigone
144) of valve 130 by a second anchor 129. In such an
embodiment in which proximal and distal ends 49 and
51 are anchored to the annulus of the valve, both con-
traction-restricted portion 52 of sleeve 26 and contrac-
tion-facilitated portion 153 of sleeve 26 are disposed
along a portion of the annulus that is between trigones
142 and 144 and along a junction of the annulus and a
posterior leaflet 14 and portions of anterior leaflet 12. In
such an application, since contraction-restricted portion
52 is disposed along the portion of the annulus, only a
section of the portion of the annulus (i.e., the section
along which contraction-facilitated portion 153 is dis-
posed) is contracted by implant structure 133. For some
applications, the sleeve defines two contraction-restrict-
ed portions 52, as described hereinabove. For such ap-
plications, typically upon implantation of the sleeve at the
annulus, the contraction-restriction portions are disposed
in the vicinity of trigones 142 and 144.
[0457] Fig. 17D shows implant structure 133 following
extraction of manipulator 24 from within the lumen of
sleeve 26. Immediately following the extraction of ma-
nipulator 24, flap 27 of closure element 290 is disposed
in an opened state, as shown. Additionally, implant struc-
ture 133 is shown in a non-contracted state having an
angle α (alpha) between respective longitudinal axes 78
of successive anchors 38, angle α being between 10 de-
grees and 30 degrees.
[0458] As shown in Figs. 15 and 17A-D, implant struc-
ture 133 comprises a contracting mechanism, such as
contracting mechanism 28. Contracting mechanism 28
comprises a rotatable structure, arranged such that initial
rotation of the rotatable structure in a first rotational di-
rection in order to pull contracting member 30, closes
flap 27 over the opening at end 49 of implant structure
133, and further rotation of the rotatable structure in the
first rotational direction contracts at least a portion (e.g.,
the entire contraction-facilitated portion 153) of implant
structure 133. It is to be noted that the rotatable structure
is capable of being rotated bidirectionally such that fol-
lowing rotation of the rotatable structure in the first rota-
tional direction in order to contract implant structure 133,
the rotatable structure may be rotated initially in a second
rotational direction that is opposite the first rotational di-
rection, in order slacken contracting member 30 to ex-
pand at least a portion (e.g., the entire contraction-facil-
itated portion 153) of implant structure 133. In response
to further rotation of the rotatable structure in the second
rotational direction, flap 27 is opened. Implant structure

133 further comprises a longitudinal member 86, such
as a wire, which is coupled to contracting mechanism 28
and passes out of the body of the patient.
[0459] Reference is now made to Figs. 17E-F, which
are schematic illustrations of a rotation tool 80 used to
facilitate contraction of implant structure 133 by actuating
contracting mechanism 28. A tool, such as rotation tool
80, is provided for rotating the rotatable structure. Tool
80 is configured to be guided over longitudinal member
86, to engage the rotatable structure of contracting mech-
anism 28, and to rotate the rotatable structure in response
to a rotational force applied to the tool.
[0460] Reference is now made to Figs. 17D-E. As
shown in Fig. 17D, contracting mechanism 28 is shaped
so as to provide a driving interface 48 which facilitates
coupling of rotation tool 80 to the rotatable structure of
contracting mechanism 28. In order to readily bring the
rotation tool to driving interface 48, rotation tool 80 is
guided over (as shown in Fig. 3E) the longitudinal mem-
ber, or alongside the longitudinal member (configuration
not shown). Alternatively, longitudinal member 86 com-
prises a suture or other highly flexible element. For some
applications, the longitudinal member comprises a tube,
through which rotation tool 80 is passed to bring the tool
to the driving interface 48. For some applications, longi-
tudinal member 86 has a diameter of between 0.1 and 1
mm, such as 0.4 mm.
[0461] For some applications, longitudinal member 86
is looped through contracting mechanism 28, and both
ends of the longitudinal member are brought together
and extend outside of the patient’s body. The longitudinal
member is decoupled from the contracting mechanism
by releasing one end of the longitudinal member, and
pulling on the other end to draw the longitudinal member
away from the contracting mechanism.
[0462] For some applications, contracting mechanism
28 is positioned in a vicinity of (e.g., within 1 cm of) distal
end 51 of sleeve 26, and access to driving interface 48
is provided from outside sleeve 26, as shown in Figs.
17E-F (in which the contracting mechanism is positioned
in a vicinity of end 51 of the sleeve).
[0463] For some applications in which access to driving
interface 48 is provided from outside sleeve 26, the ro-
tation tool is initially removably attached to the driving
interface, prior to the commencement of the implantation
procedure, and is subsequently decoupled from the driv-
ing interface after the rotatable structure has been rotat-
ed. In these applications, contracting mechanism 28 may
be positioned in a vicinity of distal end 51 or proximal end
49 of sleeve 26, or at an intermediate location along the
sleeve. Optionally, at least a portion of a shaft of the ro-
tation tool is positioned within a sheath 89 which advanc-
es through an access sheath that is disposed within the
vasculature of the patient.
[0464] Fig. 17E shows implant structure 133 prior to
contraction thereof. Contracting mechanism 28 is initially
rotated in a first rotational direction so as to close flap 27
over the opening at end 49 of implant structure 133. As
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shown during the initial pulling of contracting member 30
by initial rotation of the rotatable structure of contracting
mechanism 28, the angle between respective longitudi-
nal axes 78 of successive anchors 38 remains angle α
(alpha).
[0465] In Fig. 17F, contracting mechanism 28 is actu-
ated further by rotation tool 80 in order to contract at least
a portion of structure 133 (i.e., at least a portion or all of
contraction-facilitated portion 153 of structure 133). As
shown, an angle β (beta) between respective longitudinal
axes 78 of successive anchors 38 of contraction-facili-
tated portion 153, angle β being between 5 degrees and
25 degrees, and being smaller than angle α (alpha)
shown in Figs. 17D-E. Additionally, as shown in Fig. 17F,
sleeve 26 at contraction-facilitated portion 153 is shown
as being in a contracted state (i.e., wavy, as shown),
while sleeve 26 at contraction-restricted portion 52 is
shown in a non-contracted state (i.e., straight, as shown).
[0466] Reference is now made to Fig. 18, which is a
schematic illustration showing a portion of implant struc-
ture 133 being coupled to a portion of an atrial wall 141
of the heart of the patient, in accordance with some ap-
plications of the present invention. For some applica-
tions, a portion (e.g., the entire portion) of contraction-
restricted portion 52 of is anchored to the portion of atrial
wall 141. For such applications, the entire contraction-
facilitated portion 153 may be coupled to the annulus of
valve 130 along a portion of the annulus that is between
trigones 142 and 144 and along a junction of the annulus
and a posterior leaflet 14 and portions of anterior leaflet
12. In such an application, since contraction-restricted
portion 52 is not disposed along the portion of the annu-
lus, the entire portion of the annulus (i.e., the section
along which contraction-facilitated portion 153 is dis-
posed) is contracted by implant structure 133.
[0467] It is to be noted, as shown that first anchor 137
is anchored to the annulus in a vicinity of first trigone 142
(e.g., at first trigone 142), and second anchor 129 is an-
chored to the annulus in a vicinity of second trigone 144
(e.g., at second trigone 144).
[0468] Reference is now made to Figs. 17D and 18. It
is to be noted that implant structure 133, shown in either
application in Fig. 17D or 18, has the same length when
elongated along a longitudinal axis (i.e., when not formed
into a curved structure, as shown). It is to be noted that
anchoring structure to the annulus of valve 130 using
either application as shown in Fig. 17D or 18 depends
on the level of distention of valve 130 of a given patient.
That is, for patients having a greater degree of distention,
the entire structure 133 is coupled to the annulus along
the portion thereof that is between first and second trig-
ones 142 and 144, respectively, and along the junction
of the annulus and posterior leaflet 14 and portions of
anterior leaflet 12. For patients having a lesser degree
of distention, excess portions of structure 133 may be
anchored to the portion of atrial wall 141. It is to be noted
that the portion of atrial wall 141 to which the portion of
structure 133 is anchored may be a portion of a free wall

of the atrium, as shown, or a portion of the interatrial
septum (not shown). Typically, contraction-restricted
portion 52 is anchored to the portion of atrial wall 141.
[0469] Reference is made to Figs. 19A-C, which are
schematic illustrations of a configuration of one of an-
chors 38A, in accordance with an application of the
present invention. For some applications, each of first
tissue anchors 38A comprises a helical tissue coupling
element 200, and a tool-engaging head 202, fixed to one
end of the tissue coupling element (the proximal end of
the tissue coupling element, opposite the distal end that
first penetrates the tissue). Anchor 38A comprises a hard
material, such as metal, e.g., steel, Nitinol, or stainless
steel SS316LVM. Anchor 38A may be manufactured
from a single piece of material, or coupling element 200
and tool-engaging head 202 may be manufactured from
separate pieces of material and fixed together.
[0470] Typically, helical tissue coupling element 200
has an inner diameter D3 of at least 1.5 mm, no greater
than 2.5 mm, and/or between 1.5 and 2.5 mm, e.g., 1.8
mm, along an entire length thereof along a central longi-
tudinal axis 210 of the anchor (although the inner diam-
eter is shown as being constant along the entire length
of coupling element 200, the inner diameter optionally
varies along the length of the coupling element). An outer
diameter D4 of helical tissue coupling element 200 may
be, for example, at least 2.4 mm, no greater than 5 mm,
and/or between 2.4 and 5 mm, e.g., 2.4 mm.
[0471] Tool-engaging head 202 is shaped so as to de-
fine an engaging opening 212 that passes entirely
through the tool-engaging head along axis 210. The en-
gaging opening is typically at least partially non-circular,
such as in order to engage a rotating deployment element
of a deployment tool. For example, as shown in Figs. 5A-
C, engaging opening 212 may be shaped so as to define
a proximal non-circular internal engaging surface 220,
and a distal circular non-engaging surface 222. Proximal
engaging surface 220 is shaped to engage a rotating
deployment element, such that rotation of the deploy-
ment element rotates tool-engaging head 202 and an-
chor 38A. For example, proximal engaging surface 220
may be rectangular (e.g., square), teethed (e.g., defining
a plurality of squares with which the rotating element can
engage), star-shaped, polygonal (e.g., octagonal), or any
other appropriate non-circular shape.
[0472] A portion of the deployment element may pass
partially or completely through distal non-engaging sur-
face 222, without engaging this surface. The non-engag-
ing surface may serve as a shoulder, which pushes
against the tissue, providing resistance when the anchor
has been sufficiently screwed into the tissue. Optionally,
the deployment element does not pass entirely through
distal non-engaging surface 222, such that the deploy-
ment element does not press against or into the tissue.
Alternatively, the deployment element may protrude
slightly from the distal non-engaging surface 222, when
no force is applied to the deployment element by the tis-
sue. Optionally, when the anchor is pressed against the
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tissue, inner spaces in the tool-engagement head 202 of
the anchor allow the deployment element to sink into the
anchor, and not press against the tissue. Engaging open-
ing 212 typically has a cross-sectional area (perpendic-
ular to axis 210) of at least 0.8 mm2, such as at least 1.2
mm2.
[0473] For some applications, a proximal-most portion
224 of helical tissue coupling element 200, at the end
which is fixed to tool-engaging head 202, is generally
straight and oriented generally parallel to axis 210, i.e.,
at angle of between 0 and 15 degrees with the axis, such
as 0 degrees. Proximal-most portion 224 typically has a
length of between 0.5 and 2 mm, such as about 1 mm.
[0474] The outer perimeter of tool-engaging head 202
is typically circular, and an outer diameter D5 of tool-
engaging head 202 may be, for example, at least 2 mm,
no greater than 7 mm, and/or between 2 and 7 mm, such
as between 2.5 and 5 mm, e.g., 2.4 mm, 2.5 mm, or 3 mm.
[0475] The outer diameter of anchor 38A may be, for
example, at least 2 mm, no greater than 7 mm, and/or
between 2 and 7 mm, such as between 2.5 and 5 mm.
The entire length of anchor 38A, measured along axis
210, is typically at least 2.5 mm, no greater than 10 mm,
and/or between 2.5 and 10 mm, such as between 3 and
4.5 mm. A length L1 of tissue coupling element 200,
measured along axis 210, may be at least 2.5 mm, no
greater than 10 mm, and/or between 2.5 and 10 mm,
such as between 3 and 4.5 mm. Typically, helical tissue
coupling element 200 has between 3 and 5 turns.
[0476] The proximal end of tissue coupling element
200 is typically fixed to tool-engaging head 202 near the
outer perimeter of the tool-engaging head, such that the
tissue coupling element does not block engaging opening
212. For example, as labeled in the top-view of the anchor
in Fig. 19C, the tissue coupling element may be fixed to
the tool-engaging head such that one or more of the fol-
lowing dimension characterize the anchor:

• a distance D7 between (a) a center 226 of the prox-
imal end of tissue coupling element 200 and (b) an
outer perimeter of tool-engaging head 202 is no
greater than 20% of a width D5 of tool-engaging head
202 (the width is a diameter for applications in which
the head is circular), such as no greater than 10%
of width D3. For example, distance D7 may be be-
tween 0.1 and 0.3 mm, e.g., 0.2 mm;

• a distance D8 between (a) a most radially-inward
portion 228 of the proximal end of tissue coupling
element 200 (i.e., the portion of the proximal end that
is closest to central longitudinal axis 210 of the an-
chor) and (b) the outer perimeter of tool-engaging
head 202 is no greater than 40% of width D5 of tool-
engaging head 202 (the width is a diameter for ap-
plications in which the head is circular), such as no
greater than 30% of width D5, or no greater than
20% of width D5. For example, distance D8 may be
between 0.3 and 0.5 mm, e.g., 0.4 mm; and/or

• a distance between (a) a most radially-outward por-
tion 230 of the proximal end of tissue coupling ele-
ment 200 (i.e., the portion of the proximal end that
is furthest from central longitudinal axis 210 of the
anchor) and (b) the outer perimeter of tool-engaging
head 202 is no greater than 10% of width D5 of tool-
engaging head 202 (the width is a diameter for ap-
plications in which the head is circular), such as no
greater than 5% of width D5, e.g., 0. For example,
the distance may be between 0 and 0.1 mm, e.g., 0
mm.

[0477] Anchor 38A, including both helical tissue cou-
pling element 200 and tool-engaging head 202, is thus
shaped so as to provide a channel along the entire length
of the anchor, through which a flexible inner shaft can
pass, and through which a rotating deployment element
can pass when in its radially-compressed state. More
generally, as shown in Fig. 5B, the channel is sized and
shaped such that a right circular cylinder 232 could be
placed within the channel, coaxial with anchor 38A (i.e.,
the axis of the cylinder coincides with central longitudinal
axis 210 of anchor 38A), and along the entire length of
the tissue anchor, the cylinder having a diameter D6 of
at least 1 mm, such as at least 2 mm. It is to be understood
that cylinder 232 is an abstract geometric shape, rather
than an element of an embodiment of the invention, and,
as such, is perfectly cylindrical, i.e., is not shaped so as
to define any grooves or other surface or internal anom-
alies. No portion of anchor 38A intersects central longi-
tudinal axis 210.
[0478] Reference is made to Fig. 19D, which is a sche-
matic illustration of a configuration of one of second tissue
anchors 38B, in accordance with an application of the
present invention. In this configuration, second tissue an-
chor 38B may be generally similar to first tissue anchor
38A (e.g., as described hereinabove with reference to
Figs. 19A-C), except that second tissue anchor 38B dif-
fers from first tissue anchor 38A in size. For example,
second tissue anchor 38B may be smaller than first tissue
anchor 38A. Typically, a length L2 of tissue coupling el-
ement 200 of second tissue anchor 38B, measured along
axis 210, is less than length L1 of tissue coupling element
200 of first tissue anchor 38A. For example, length L2
may be between 25% and 75% of length L1, and/or at
least 2 mm, no more than 6 mm, and/or between 2 and
6 mm, such as at least 2 mm, no more than 4 mm, and/or
between 2 and 4 mm. Alternatively or additionally, helical
tissue coupling element 200 of second tissue anchor 38B
has fewer turns than does helical tissue coupling element
200 of first tissue anchor 38A. For some applications,
helical tissue coupling element 200 of second tissue an-
chor 38B has between 25% and 75% of the turns of helical
tissue coupling element 200 of first tissue anchor 38B.
For example, helical tissue coupling element 200 of sec-
ond tissue anchor 38B may have at least one turn, no
more than three turns, and/or between one and three
turns.
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[0479] For some applications, each of tissue coupling
element 200 of first tissue anchor 38A and tissue coupling
element 200 of second tissue anchor 38B is shaped so
as to define a shape selected from the group consisting
of: a helix, a spiral, and a screw shaft, and the lengths of
the coupling elements are measured along a longitudinal
axis of the shape. Alternatively or additionally, the tissue
coupling element of second tissue anchor 38B has fewer
turns than does the tissue coupling element of first tissue
anchor 38A.
[0480] For some applications, such as when second
tissue anchors 38B are helical, second tissue anchors
38B alternatively or additionally differ from first tissue an-
chors 38A in that tissue coupling elements 200 of second
tissue anchors 38B are rectangular in cross-section, rath-
er than circular, which may provide a greater tissue sur-
face contact area. Alternatively or additionally, helical
second tissue anchors 38B may be shaped so as to de-
fine barbs, such as described hereinbelow with reference
to Fig. 19I mutatis mutandis.
[0481] Reference is made to Fig. 19E, which is a sche-
matic illustration of another configuration of one of sec-
ond tissue anchors 38B, in accordance with an applica-
tion of the present invention. In this configuration, each
of tissue coupling elements 200 of second tissue anchors
38B is shaped similar to a harpoon 238, which is shaped
so as to define a sharp tip 242 and plurality of spikes 244
(e.g., three) that extend toward tool-engaging head 202.
Spikes 244 are flexible (for example, they may comprise
Nitinol or another shape memory alloy). For some appli-
cations, spikes 244 are initially crimped straight within a
bore of a needle (not shown); after the needle and spikes
are inserted into the tissue, the needle is withdrawn, leav-
ing the spikes to expand radially outward in the tissue,
so as to assume the configuration shown in Fig. 5F. Typ-
ically, tissue coupling element 200 is coupled to tool-en-
gaging head 202 by a shaft 246.
[0482] Reference is made to Fig. 19F, which is a sche-
matic illustration of another configuration of one of sec-
ond tissue anchors 38B, in accordance with an applica-
tion of the present invention. In this configuration, each
of tissue coupling elements 200 is shaped so as to define
a plurality (e.g., three) spiked arms 248, which are cou-
pled to tool-engaging head 202 by a shaft 280, and a
sharp tip 249. Spiked arms 248 typically are flexible (for
example, they may comprise Nitinol or another shape
memory alloy). After the sharp tip and spiked arms are
inserted into the tissue, the spikes expand radially out-
ward and toward the tool-engaging head in the tissue,
so as to assume the configuration shown in Fig. 19F.
[0483] Reference is made to Fig. 19G, which is a sche-
matic illustration of another configuration of one of sec-
ond tissue anchors 38B, in accordance with an applica-
tion of the present invention. In this configuration, each
of tissue coupling elements 200 is shaped so as to define
a screw shank 282, which is coupled to tool-engaging
head 202. Shank 282 is shaped so as to define a screw
thread 284, and is typically tapered.

[0484] Reference is made to Fig. 19H, which is a sche-
matic illustration of yet another configuration of one of
second tissue anchors 38B, in accordance with an ap-
plication of the present invention. In this configuration,
each of tissue coupling elements 200 is shaped similar
to a septal occluder, e.g., the Amplatzer® PFO Occluder
(AGA Medical Corporation, Plymouth, MN, USA). For ex-
ample, tissue coupling element 200 may be similar to the
configuration shown in Figs. 12A-C of US Patent Appli-
cation Publication 2009/0326648 to Machold et al., or
Figs. 21A-B of US Patent Application Publication
2010/0130992 to Machold et al., both of which publica-
tions are incorporated herein by reference. For some ap-
plications, tissue coupling element 200 comprises a
mesh shaped into first and second discs 286 and 288,
and a narrower waist section 289 between the two discs.
The mesh may comprise wire, such as Nitinol, or a soft
material, such as silicone. The wall of the sleeve and the
tissue of the annuls are squeezed between the first and
second discs, thereby anchoring the sleeve to the tissue.
[0485] Reference is made to Fig. 19I, which is a sche-
matic illustration of another configuration of one of sec-
ond tissue anchors 38B, in accordance with an applica-
tion of the present invention. In this configuration, each
of tissue coupling elements 200 is shaped as a shaft 294
from which barbs 296 protrude radially outward and away
from the tip of the tissue coupling elements.
[0486] For some applications, second tissue anchors
38B comprise sutures which are placed using a delivery
tool.
[0487] Reference is made to Fig. 19J, which is a sche-
matic illustration of a configuration of a third tissue anchor
38C, in accordance with an application of the present
invention. In this configuration, third tissue anchor 38C
may be generally similar to first tissue anchor 38A (e.g.,
as described hereinabove with reference to Figs. 19A-
C), except that helical tissue coupling element 200 of
third tissue anchor 38C extends from a middle portion of
tool-engaging head 202. In such an application, tool-en-
gaging head 202 is not a channel, but rather provides a
female groove for engaging a tool to head 202. Head 202
provides a surface in a middle portion thereof to which
is coupled proximal-most portion 224 of helical tissue
coupling element 200.
[0488] For some applications, third tissue anchor 38C
comprises a suture which is placed using a delivery tool.
[0489] Reference is made to Fig. 20, which is a sche-
matic illustration of an alternative closed-loop configura-
tion of implantable structure 22, in accordance with an
application of the present invention. In this configuration,
flexible sleeve 26 is shaped so as to define an integrally
closed loop having no sleeve ends. For some applica-
tions, anchors 38 deployed along anterior portion 116 of
the annulus are of a different configuration from anchors
38 deployed along the remainder of the annulus, as de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Figs 4-5 and 19A-
J. The anchors may be configured as any one of the
anchors described hereinabove with reference to Figs.
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19A-J.
[0490] Typically, contracting member 30 does not ex-
tend along the portion of sleeve 26 deployed along an-
terior portion 116 of the annulus. The portion of the sleeve
deployed along anterior portion 116 of the annulus (be-
tween the trigones) is thus non-contractible. Tightening
of implantable structure 22 therefore tightens at least a
portion of the posterior portion of the annulus, while pre-
serving the length of anterior portion 116 of the annulus.
(The anterior portion of the annulus should generally not
be contracted because its tissue is part of the skeleton
of the heart.) However, the portion of the sleeve deployed
along the anterior portion of the annulus prevents dilation
of the anterior annulus, because the sleeve is anchored
at both ends of the anterior annulus, and, as mentioned
above, the sleeve typically comprises a longitudinally
non-extensible material. This deployment configuration
may help prevent long-term resizing of the anterior an-
nulus, which sometimes occurs after implantation of par-
tial annuloplasty rings, such as C-bands.
[0491] For some applications, the non-contractible
portion of sleeve 26 (the portion without contracting mem-
ber 30) extends somewhat beyond one or both of trigones
142 or 144 (in the posterior direction, away from anterior
portion 116 of the annulus), such as up to 20 mm, such
as up to 10 mm.
[0492] For some applications, at least one anchor 38
is coupled to cardiac tissue on the posterior side of right
fibrous trigone 144, between the trigone and the end of
contracting member 30. Similarly, at least one anchor 38
may be coupled to cardiac tissue on the posterior side
of left fibrous trigone 142, between the trigone and the
other end of contracting member 30 (which, for some
applications, is coupled to contracting mechanism 28, as
shown in Fig. 20).
[0493] Reference is now made to Figs. 21 and 22,
which are schematic illustrations of another configuration
of implantable structure 22, in accordance with an appli-
cation of the present invention. Fig. 21 shows implantable
structure 22 in a relaxed, non-contracted state, and Fig.
22 shows the implantable structure implanted around mi-
tral valve 130. This configuration of implantable structure
22 is generally similar to the configuration described
hereinabove with reference to Fig. 1, except as follows.
In this configuration, implantable structure 22 further
comprises an elongated linking member 250, which is
positioned at least partially along anterior portion 116 of
the annulus, so as to join the ends of implantable struc-
ture 22 in a complete loop. Over time after implantation,
linking member 250 becomes fixed to anterior portion
116 of the annulus, thereby helping prevent long-term
dilation of the anterior annulus. Typically, at least a por-
tion (e.g., at least 30%, such as at least 75% or at least
90%) of a length of linking member 250 is disposed within
and covered by sleeve 26, into and/or over which fibrous
tissue grows over time, helping anchor the linking mem-
ber to tissue of the anterior annulus. Alternatively or ad-
ditionally, a separate flexible sleeve or a coating (e.g., a

polymeric coating) may be provided that covers at least
20%, e.g., between 20% and 80%, of the linking member.
Typically, in the configuration of implantable structure 22
shown in Figs. 21 and 22, none of anchors 38 is coupled
to anterior portion 116 of the annulus.
[0494] Linking member 250 has first and second linking
member ends 252 and 254. Second linking member end
254 comprises (e.g., is shaped so as to define, or is fixed
to) a first coupling element 256. First linking member end
252 is disposed longitudinally between second linking
member end 252 and a first sleeve end (either proximal
end 49, as shown, or distal end 51, not shown), exclusive.
Second linking member 254 either protrudes from the
second end of the sleeve, or is recessed within the sec-
ond end of the sleeve (as shown, the second end of the
sleeve is distal end 51). A longitudinal portion of linking
member 250 in a vicinity of first linking member end 252
is coupled to the sleeve. For example, the portion may
be threaded through the fabric of the sleeve, and/or sewn
(e.g., sutured) to the fabric of the sleeve to hold the linking
member in place during deployment, and the linking
member may be held in place after implantation by one
or more of anchors 38. Optionally, the linking member is
not initially coupled to the sleeve, but is instead held in
place by a delivery tool during the implantation proce-
dure, until being coupled to the sleeve by one or more of
the anchors, for example. The coupled longitudinal por-
tion may have a length of between 2 and 10 mm, and
optionally includes first linking member end 252 of the
linking member.
[0495] Implantable structure 22 further comprises a
second coupling element 260, which is configured to be
coupleable to first coupling element 256. Second cou-
pling element 260 typically is coupled to implantable
structure 22 within 1.5 cm of the first end of sleeve 26
(opposite the end mentioned above near which first link-
ing member end 252 is fixed), measured when the sleeve
is fully longitudinally extended. As mentioned above, in
the configuration shown in Figs. 21 and 22, this first end
is proximal end 49.
[0496] For some applications, such as shown in Figs.
21 and 22, contracting mechanism 28 (e.g., housing 44
thereof) is disposed along sleeve 26 within 1.5 cm of the
first sleeve end (i.e., the same end of the sleeve near
which the second coupling element is coupled). Second
coupling element 260 may be coupled to contracting
mechanism 28 (e.g., to housing 44). Alternatively, sec-
ond coupling element 260 may be otherwise coupled to
sleeve 26 (such as directly coupled), in which case con-
tracting mechanism 28, e.g., housing 44 thereof, may be
coupled to sleeve 26 at a greater longitudinal distance
from the end of the sleeve, and one or more of anchors
38 may be coupled to the sleeve longitudinally between
the contracting mechanism and the sleeve end, such as
described hereinabove with reference to Figs. 1, 2A-I, 4,
and 5.
[0497] Typically, linking member 250 is substantially
longitudinally non-extensible, i.e., its length is fixed. Typ-
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ically, linking member 250 comprises metal, such as Niti-
nol or stainless steel. For some applications, the linking
member has a length of at least 2 cm, no more than 6
cm, and/or between 2 and 6 cm.
[0498] For some applications, the linking member is
configured as a spring, which is typically curved, so as
to be elastic in a radial direction, i.e., to be compressible
like a bow or deflected beam. In these applications, the
linking member is oriented such that it is pressed by elas-
ticity against the anterior portion of the mitral annulus,
i.e., the outer wall of the aorta, thereby holding the sleeve
covering the linking member against the aortic wall.
[0499] For some applications, at least two of tissue an-
chors 38 are coupled to sleeve 26 at respective, different
longitudinal sites alongside linking member 250, within
6 cm of first linking member end 252, such as within 2 to
6 cm of the first end. These tissue anchors may help set
the proper direction of curvature of the linking member,
for applications in which the linking member is curved.
[0500] Reference is made to Figs. 23A-B, which are
schematic illustrations of coupling elements 256 and 260,
in accordance with respective applications of the present
invention. For some applications, at least one of first and
second coupling elements 256 and 260 comprises a hook
270. Alternatively or additionally, for some applications,
at least one of the first and second coupling elements
comprises a loop 272. In the configuration shown in Fig.
23A (and Figs. 21 and 22), first coupling element 256
comprises hook 270, and second coupling element 260
comprises a loop 272. In the configuration shown in Fig.
23B, both first and second coupling elements 256 and
260 comprises respective loops 272, and the coupling
elements are coupled together such as by placing one
of anchors 38 through both loops and into cardiac tissue.
[0501] Reference is now made to Figs. 24A-E, which
are schematic illustrations of a configuration of system
20 comprising a coiled element 240, in accordance with
some applications of the present invention. Implantable
structure 22 is generally similar to the configuration of
implantable structure 22 described hereinabove with ref-
erence to Figs. 1, 4 and 5, or with reference to Figs. 20
or 21-23B, mutatis mutandis, with the exception that
coiled element 240 is advanced within the lumen of
sleeve 26 during the implantation procedure, as de-
scribed hereinbelow, or is prepositioned in the sleeve
prior to commencement of the implantation procedure.
In this configuration, implantable structure 22 is typically
configured to not contract the posterior portion of the an-
nulus along the middle scallop (P2) of the posterior leaf-
let, and to contract portions of the annulus along (a) a
lateral scallop (P1) of the posterior leaflet and extending
to left fibrous trigone 142, and (b) the medial scallop (P3)
of the posterior leaflet and extending to right fibrous trig-
one 144.
[0502] Implantable structure 22 is implanted along the
annulus of the native mitral valve, such as described
hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2A-I, mutatis
mutandis. During the implantation procedure, typically

after deploying anchors 38, a contraction-restricting-el-
ement advancement tube 330 is advanced toward im-
plantable structure 22 through a lumen of a delivery tube
332. It is to be noted that deployment manipulator 24
(shown in Figs. 2G-I) may be advanced within delivery
tube 332 during the anchoring of implantable structure
22 to the annulus. For some applications, advancement
tube 330 may be slidable within sheath 104 (shown in
Figs. 2B-G).
[0503] As shown in Fig. 24A, advancement tube 330
is advanced within the lumen of sleeve 26 until approxi-
mately one of the fibrous trigones (e.g., right fibrous trig-
one 144, in the direction of implantation shown in Fig.
24A), generally in the vicinity of contracting mechanism
28, e.g., housing 44 thereof. Alternatively, advancement
tube 330 is advanced to near the end of the sleeve, before
the overlapping portion through which anchor 38E pass-
es. For some applications, delivery tube 332 is also ad-
vanceable within the lumen of sleeve 26 (not shown for
clarity of illustration).
[0504] As shown in Fig. 24B, advancement tube 330
houses an overtube 334 which, in turn, houses coiled
element 240. Coiled element 240 comprises a flexible
material, e.g., Nitinol, which is biased to assume the
coiled shape shown in Fig. 10C. For some applications
in which the coiled element comprises such a flexible
material, coiled element 240 is disposed within overtube
334 in a state in which coiled element 240 is generally
straightened from its coiled state, i.e., at least partially
uncoiled. In order to deploy element 240 within the lumen
of sleeve 26, overtube 334 is retracted in the direction
indicated by the arrow in Fig. 24B. For some applications,
a pusher (not shown) disposed within overtube 334 prox-
imally to element 240 pushes on element 240 as overtube
334 is retracted. During the deployment of coiled element
240, successive portions of element 240 are exposed
from within overtube 334 and assume the predetermined
coiled configuration, as shown.
[0505] As shown in Fig. 24C, coiled element 240 is
advanced within the lumen of sleeve 26 and comprises
a contraction-restricting portion 300 (which defines a con-
traction-restricting element 138) and contractible por-
tions 301a and 301b. In its deployed configuration, i.e.,
its coiled configuration, element 240 is typically shaped
so as to define a diameter of between 2 and 6 mm, e.g.,
3 mm.
[0506] As shown in Fig. 24D, following the advance-
ment of coiled element 240 within the lumen of sleeve
26, overtube 334, advancement tube 330, and delivery
tube 332 are removed from within the body of the patient,
and the opening at proximal end 49 of implantable struc-
ture 22 is typically closed, such as by closure element
290, described hereinabove with reference to Figs. 10A-
B, 11-12, 13A-B, 14A-B, 15-16, 17A-F, and 18.
[0507] As shown in Figs. 24C-D, contraction-restricting
portion 300 is a coiled portion of element 240 that is non-
compressible, and contractible portions 301a and 301b
(that are coupled to, or flank, contraction-restricting por-
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tion 300) are respective portions of element 240 that are
compressible. Contraction-restricting portion 300 de-
fines a pitch that is smaller than that of portions 301a and
301b (as shown in the blow-ups in Fig. 24D). Thus, if
coiled element 240 were to be positioned along a longi-
tudinal axis, contraction-restricting portion 300 would re-
strict contraction of element 240 (and thereby implanta-
ble structure 22) along the longitudinal axis, while con-
tractible portions 301a and 301b would allow contraction
of element 240 (and thereby implantable structure 22)
along the longitudinal axis. When coiled element 240 is
positioned within the lumen of sleeve 26, as shown in
Figs. 24C-D, (1) contraction-restricting portion 300 de-
fines a contraction-restricted portion 352 (or non-contrac-
tion-facilitated portion) of structure 22 that is disposed
along the portion of the annulus at the posterior leaflet,
and (2) contractible portions 301a and 301b define re-
spective contractible portions 353a and 353b (or contrac-
tion-facilitated portions) of structure 22 that are contract-
ible and expandable in response to respective tightening
or loosening of contracting member 30 (not shown for
clarity of illustration) responsively to the actuation of con-
tracting assembly 40. For some applications, contrac-
tion-restricting portion 300 has a length of more than 3
mm and/or less than 120 mm (e.g., a length of 3 mm -
120 mm), and defines contraction-restricted portion 352,
portion 352 having a length of more than 3 mm and/or
less than 120 mm (e.g., a length of 3 mm - 120 mm).
During the ongoing contraction of structure 22 respon-
sively to the actuation of contracting assembly 40, con-
tractible portions 301a and 301b facilitate longitudinal
contraction of portions 353a and 353b, respectively,
while contraction-restricting portion 300 restricts longitu-
dinal contraction of portion 352, but facilitates radial
movement of portion 352 toward the center of the valve
(i.e., in the direction as indicated by the arrows). This
radial movement of portion 352 brings the posterior leaf-
let toward the anterior leaflet.
[0508] It is to be noted that one contraction-restricting
portion 300 and two contractible portions 301a and 301b
are shown in Figs. 24A-D by way of illustration and not
limitation, and that coiled element 240 may comprise any
suitable number of portions 300 or 301. For example, in
Fig. 24E coiled element 240 is shown defining two con-
traction-restricting portions 300a and 300b, and two con-
tractible portions 301a and 301b. When coiled element
240 is positioned within the lumen of sleeve 26, as shown
in Figs. 24E, (1) contraction-restricting portion 300a de-
fines contraction-restricted portion 352a of structure 22
that is disposed along the portion of the annulus at the
posterior leaflet, (2) contraction-restricting portion 300b
defines contraction-restricted portion 352b of structure
22 that is disposed in a vicinity of trigone 142, and (3)
contractible portions 301a and 301b define respective
contractible portions 353a and 353b of structure 22 that
are contractible and expandable in response to respec-
tive tightening or loosening of contracting member 30
(not shown for clarity of illustration) responsively to the

actuation of contracting assembly 40. Typically, contrac-
tion-restricted portion 352a comprises more than 10%
(e.g., more than 20%), and/or less than 60% (e.g., less
than 30%) of the resting length of coiled element 240.
For some applications, each of contractible portions 353a
and 353b comprises less than 50% (e.g., less than 20%,
or less than 10%) of the resting length of coiled element
240. For some applications, the total length of the con-
tractible portions of coiled element 240 comprises less
than 50%, e.g., less than 30%, of the resting length of
the coiled element.
[0509] In the configuration shown in Fig. 24E, coiled
element 240 defines two contraction-restricting portions
300a and 300b, one of which is disposed along the por-
tion of the annulus at the posterior leaflet, and one of
which is disposed in a vicinity of one of the trigones. How-
ever, the scope of the present invention includes config-
uration in which coiled element 240 defines three con-
traction-restricting portions 300, one of which is disposed
along the portion of the annulus at the posterior leaflet,
and two of which are disposed in vicinities of respective
trigones of the subject. For some applications, coiled el-
ement 240 defines two contraction-restricting portions
300, which are disposed in vicinities of respective trigo-
nes of the subject, e.g., as described with reference to
Fig. 28.
[0510] For some applications, the implantable struc-
tures described herein are configured such that the con-
traction-restricted portions and the contractible portions
of the Implantable structures are disposed adjacent to
respective portions of the mitral annulus, so as to facilitate
reshaping of the mitral annulus in a desired manner. The
lengths of the contraction-restricted portions and the con-
tractible portions typically correspond to the correspond-
ing portions of the mitral annulus. Typically, upon place-
ment of the implantable structures described herein at
the mitral annulus, contraction-restricted portions 352
and contractible portions 353 are asymmetrically dis-
posed with respect to the mitral annulus. Further typically,
lengths of the contraction-restricted portions and the con-
tractible portions are not equal to one another. Alterna-
tively, lengths of the contraction-restricted portions and
the contractible portions are equal to one another.
[0511] Reference is again made to Figs. 24A-E. It is to
be noted that although system 20 is advanced and im-
planted within the heart of the patient using a minimally-
invasive procedure, any suitable procedure may be used
to advance and implant system 20, e.g., a transcatheter
procedure or a surgical procedure, such as an open-heart
surgical procedure.
[0512] Reference is now made to Figs. 25A-D, which
are schematic illustrations of another configuration of
system 20, in accordance with an application of the
present invention. This configuration is similar to the con-
figuration described hereinabove with reference to Figs.
24A-E, with the exception that coiled element 240 is not
advanced within overtube 334. Coiled element 240 is in-
stead advanced directly within the lumen of delivery tube
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332 and into the lumen of sleeve 26 in its coiled state,
as shown in Figs. 25A-C. Typically, a pushing tube 336
slides within delivery tube 332 proximally to coiled ele-
ment 240 in order to push coiled element 240 from within
the lumen of delivery tube 332. Typically, delivery tube
332 is advanced within the lumen of sleeve 26 until ap-
proximately one of the fibrous trigones (e.g., right fibrous
trigone 144, in the direction of implantation shown in Fig.
25A), generally in the vicinity of contracting mechanism
28, e.g., housing 44 thereof. Alternatively, advancement
tube 330 is advanced to near the end of the sleeve, before
the overlapping portion through which anchor 38E pass-
es, and coiled element 240 is positioned within the lumen
of sleeve 26 when tube 332 is retracted and pushing tube
336 pushes on coiled element 240.
[0513] Fig. 25E is a schematic illustration of another
configuration of system 20, in accordance with an appli-
cation of the present invention. In this configuration, con-
traction-restricting portion 300 comprises a contraction-
restricting segment 268 that is coupled to an outer sur-
face of sleeve 26. For some applications, segment 268
comprises a coiled element, as described hereinabove.
For other applications, segment 268 comprises a tubular
element comprising a material, e.g., a semi-rigid material
(such as Nitinol, polyethylene, and/or silicone, e.g., high-
rigidity silicone), which restricts compression along a lon-
gitudinal axis of segment 268.
[0514] Typically, segment 268 is coupled to sleeve 26
by being sutured thereto via sutures 264, by way of illus-
tration and not limitation, typically before implant struc-
ture 22 is advanced within the body of the patient. Seg-
ment 268 may be coupled to sleeve 26 using any suitable
coupling technique. Segment 268 is typically coupled to
sleeve 26 prior to advancing implant structure 22 within
the body of the patient.
[0515] Segment 268 is typically coupled to portion of
sleeve 26 designated for implantation along the annulus
of the valve at the posterior leaflet. Alternatively or addi-
tionally, segment 268 is coupled to a portion of the sleeve
designated for implantation in a vicinity of one or both
trigones 144 and 142. The coupling of segment 268 to
the portion of sleeve 26 defines contraction-restricted
portion 352 of structure 22, while the remaining portions
of sleeve 26 not coupled to segment 268 define contract-
ible portions 353a and 353b of structure 22. In general,
the techniques described hereinabove with respect to
contraction-restricting portion 300, with reference to Figs.
24A-E and 25A-E, may be applied to segment 268, mu-
tatis mutandis.
[0516] Following the implantation of structure 22 along
the annulus, portions of implantable structure 22 are con-
tracted using contracting assembly 40, as described
hereinabove. During the ongoing contraction of structure
22 responsively to the actuation of contracting assembly
40, contractible portions 353a and 353b are contracted,
while contraction-restricting portion 300 restricts longitu-
dinal contraction of contraction-restricted portion 352, but
facilitates radial movement of portion 352 toward the

center of the valve (i.e., in the direction as indicated by
the arrows). This radial movement of portion 352 brings
the posterior leaflet toward the anterior leaflet.
[0517] Following the contracting of structure 22 by
mechanism 28, the opening at proximal end 49 of im-
plantable structure 22 may be closed, such as by closure
element 290, described hereinabove with reference to
Figs. 10A-B, 11-12, 13A-B, 14A-B, 15-16, 17A-F, and 18.
[0518] It is to be noted that although contraction-re-
stricting segment 268 is shown in Fig. 25E as comprising
a tubular element, for some applications, a different ele-
ment, e.g., a suture, is used to define contraction-restrict-
ed portion 352 of implantable structure 22. For example,
coiled element 240 may be placed inside sleeve 26. One
or more contraction-restricting elements (e.g., a suture,
a staple, a ratchet mechanism, and/or a bracket) are
placed around portions of the coiled element, in order to
decrease the pitch of the coiled element at the portions,
thereby reducing the contractibility of the portions.
[0519] For some applications, a healthcare profession-
al places the contraction-restricting element around giv-
en portions of the coiled element intra-procedurally, the
portions of the coiled element corresponding to respec-
tive portions of a subject’s mitral annulus. For example,
subsequent to determining the size of the subject’s mitral
valve, and before placing the implantable structure inside
the patient’s body, the healthcare professional may place
contraction-restricting element around given portions of
the coiled element, in order to reduce the contractibility
of the portions. For some applications, the healthcare
professional applies sutures to the coiled element while
the element is disposed inside the sizer. For some ap-
plications, the sizer is used to guide the suturing and to
prevent the healthcare professional from placing a suture
through contracting member 30.
[0520] Fig. 26 is a schematic illustration of a system
261 comprising an implant structure 262 and contraction-
restricting element 300 comprising contraction-restrict-
ing segment 268 that is coupled to an outer surface of
sleeve 26, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention. Implant structure 262 is generally sim-
ilar to implant structure 22, as described hereinabove
with reference to Fig. 25E, with the exception that implant
structure 262 defines a partial annuloplasty ring struc-
ture.
[0521] Implant structure 262 is generally similar to im-
plant structure 22, as described hereinabove with refer-
ence to Figs. 1, 4, 15, 17A-F, and 18-21, with the excep-
tion that contraction-restricting element 138 is coupled
to the outer surface of sleeve 26, and implant structure
262 typically does not comprise crimping element(s) 132
or 134. Structure 262 is typically implanted along the an-
nulus in a manner as described hereinabove with refer-
ence to Figs. 2A-I, 3, and 17A-C, with regard to the im-
plantation of implant structures 22 and 133 along the an-
nulus of the mitral valve.
[0522] Reference is now made to Figs. 24A-E, 25A-E,
and 26. It is to be noted that although structure 22 is
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shown in Figs. 24A-E and 25A-E, as being placed along
the annulus in a manner as to define an overlapping re-
gion, the scope of the present invention includes struc-
ture 22 shown in Figs. 24A-E and 25A-E placed along
the annulus as a partial ring structure, as shown in Fig. 26.
[0523] Reference is now made to Fig. 27, which is a
schematic illustration of coiled element 390, in accord-
ance with some applications of the present invention. For
some applications, techniques described herein are
practiced in combination with techniques described in
US Patent Application 12/341,960 to Cabiri (published
as US 2010/0161047), which is incorporated herein by
reference. Fig. 27 is generally similar to Fig. 5 of the afore-
mentioned Cabiri application. Fig. 27 shows a system
370 for repairing a dilated annulus of a subject comprising
an annuloplasty structure 371 that defines an annulo-
plasty ring, in accordance with some applications of the
present invention. Annuloplasty structure 371 comprises
first and second ends 372 and 374, respectively, which
are coupled to (e.g., welded to) a housing 376 that houses
contracting mechanism 28 (which is generally as de-
scribed hereinabove). Housing 376 is shaped to provide
first and second coupling members 378 and 380 which
are coupled to first and second ends 302 and 304, of
structure 371, respectively.
[0524] For some applications, structure 371 comprises
a linear, elongate structure in a resting configuration
thereof. Prior to implantation, first and second ends 372
and 374 of structure 371 are welded or otherwise at-
tached to coupling members 378 and 380, respectively,
thereby facilitating the formation of structure 371 into a
substantially ring-shaped structure. As described in US
Patent Application 12/341,960 to Cabiri (published as US
2010/0161047), structure 371 typically comprises a body
portion (e.g., coiled element 390) defining a lumen for
housing flexible member 382. A first end of flexible mem-
ber 382 is coupled to contracting mechanism 28, while
a second end of flexible member 382 is coupled to second
end 304 of structure 371.
[0525] As shown, structure 371 defines a substantially
ring-shaped configuration, e.g., a "D"-shaped configura-
tion, as shown, which conforms to the shape of the an-
nulus of a mitral valve of the subject. Prior to contracting
of structure 371, the coiled element 390 is relaxed and
structure 371 defines a first perimeter thereof. Coiled el-
ement provides contraction-restricting elements 138
which comprise a material in a configuration in which
portions 49 are flexible and less longitudinally compress-
ible, e.g., not longitudinally compressible, with respect to
a contractible portion 201 of coiled element 390, for ex-
ample, as described hereinabove. Contraction-restrict-
ing elements 138 are configured to be disposed in the
vicinity of the trigones of the mitral valve of the heart,
e.g., along the fibrous portion of the annulus that is be-
tween the trigones when structure 371 is anchored, su-
tured, fastened or otherwise coupled to the annulus of
the mitral valve. Contraction-restricting elements 138 im-
part rigidity to structure 371 in the portion thereof that is

disposed between the fibrous trigones such that structure
371 better mimics the conformation and functionality of
the mitral valve.
[0526] Typically, both contraction-restricting elements
138 have a combined length of 10-50 mm.
[0527] Structure 371 defines contractible portion 201
and contraction-restricting elements 138. Typically, a ra-
dius of curvature at a center of the contractible portion
of coiled element 390 is smaller than a radius of curvature
at a center of contraction-restricting elements 138, when
no external force is applied to the annuloplasty structure.
[0528] It is to be noted that contractible portion 201 and
contraction-restricting elements 138 of structure 371
comprise a coiled element by way of illustration and not
limitation. For example, contractible portion 201 and con-
traction-restricting elements 138 may comprise stent-like
struts, or a braided mesh. In either configuration, con-
traction-restricting elements 138 are chronically longitu-
dinally compressed in a resting state of structure 371.
[0529] For some applications coiled element 390 is
used in combination with implant structure 22 (described
with reference to Figs 10A-11E), the coiled element de-
fining two contraction-restricting elements 138, which are
disposed in vicinities of respective trigones of the subject.
[0530] Reference is now made to Fig. 28, which is a
schematic illustration of another configuration of implant-
able structure 22, in accordance with an application of
the present invention. This configuration of implantable
structure 22 is generally similar to the configuration de-
scribed hereinabove with reference to Fig. 1, except as
follows. Contracting assembly 40 comprises first and
second longitudinal contracting members 30A and 30B,
having respective first member ends and respective sec-
ond member ends 53A and 53B. Contracting members
30A and 30B have respective first and second member
ends, and respective first member end portions, which
extend from the respective first member ends toward the
respective second member ends along only respective
longitudinal portions of the contracting members. The
first member end portions, e.g., the first member ends,
are coupled to contracting mechanism 28, e.g., a rotat-
able structure, such as spool 46. Second member end
53A of first contracting member 30A is coupled to sleeve
26 at a first site 39A at a first longitudinal distance from
the first sleeve end. Second member end 53B of second
contracting member 30B is coupled to sleeve 26 at a
second site 39B at a second longitudinal distance from
the second sleeve end.
[0531] Contracting mechanism 28, e.g., the rotatable
structure, such as spool 46, is positioned at an interme-
diary third site along the sleeve, longitudinally between
first and second sites 39A and 39B, exclusive. For ex-
ample, the contracting mechanism may be positioned a
longitudinal distance from one of the ends of the sleeve,
which longitudinal distance equals between 30% and
70% of the length of the sleeve. Contracting mechanism
28 and longitudinal members 30A and 30B are arranged
to longitudinal contract the sleeve, for example, are ar-
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ranged such that rotation of the rotatable structure lon-
gitudinally contracts the sleeve, such as by winding con-
tracting members 30A and 30B around the spool, thereby
contracting both of the longitudinal contracting members.
[0532] For some applications, at least one (either one
or both) of the first and second longitudinal distances,
taken separately, when measured when the sleeve is in
a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state, is at least 3 mm,
e.g., at least 5 mm, such as at least 9 mm, e.g., at least
14 mm. For some applications, each of the first and sec-
ond longitudinal distances is at least 3 mm, e.g., at least
5 mm, such as at least 9 mm, e.g., at least 14 mm. For
some application, one of the first and second longitudinal
distances is at least 3 mm, such as at least 5 mm (e.g.,
at least 9 mm, or at least 14 mm), and the other of the
first and second longitudinal distances is less than 5 mm,
such as less than 3 mm, e.g., is equal to 0 mm.
[0533] For some applications, the techniques of this
configuration are implemented using techniques de-
scribed in US Patent Application Publication
2010/0161047, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence, with reference to Fig. 15 thereof, mutatis mutandis.
[0534] Reference is made to Figs. 29A-B and 30, which
are schematic illustrations of a valve prosthesis assembly
400, in accordance with respective applications of the
present invention. Valve prosthesis assembly 400 com-
prises a prosthetic heart valve 410 that is couplable to a
base ring 422. Prosthetic heart valve 410 is used to re-
place a native diseased heart valve. Valve 410 comprises
a plurality of artificial leaflets 430, which comprise a pliant
material. Valve 410 may implement techniques known in
the artificial valve art, such as described, for example, in
US Patent Application Publication 2007/0255400 to Par-
ravicini et al., US Patent Application Publication
2004/0122514 to Fogarty et al., US Patent Application
Publication 2007/0162111 to Fukamachi et al., and/or
US Patent Application Publication 2008/0004697 to Li-
chtenstein et al., all of which are incorporated herein by
reference.
[0535] Valve 410 further comprises an annular base
432, to which artificial leaflets 430 are coupled. Annular
base 432 is configured to be couplable to base ring 422
during an implantation procedure. For example, as show
in Fig. 30, base ring 422 may comprise one or more cou-
pling elements 434, such as clips or magnets, which are
configured to be coupled to corresponding coupling ele-
ments on a lower surface of annular base 432 (not visible
in the figures). Alternatively or additionally, annular base
432 may be configured to be placed within the opening
defined by base ring 422, as shown in Fig. 29A. To hold
the annular base coupled to the base ring, the base ring
is tightened around the annular base, as shown in Fig.
29B, typically using one or more of the techniques de-
scribed hereinabove for contracting implant structures.
Typically, valve prosthesis assembly 400, such as annu-
lar base 432 thereof, is configured to push and hold open
the intact diseased native leaflets.
[0536] Base ring 422 implements one or more of the

techniques of implantable structure 22 described here-
inabove. In particular, base ring 422 may be coupled to
the annulus of the native diseased valve using the an-
choring techniques described hereinabove. In addition,
base ring 422 typically comprises sleeve 26 and contract-
ing mechanism 28, which may, for some applications,
comprise a rotatable structure 46, such as a spool, which
is typically implemented using techniques described
herein. The contracting mechanism is arranged to con-
tract base ring 422, e.g., the rotatable structure is ar-
ranged such that rotation thereof contracts base ring 422,
typically using techniques described herein. Such tight-
ening may serve to couple base ring 422 to annular base
432, as shown in Fig. 29B. Alternatively or additionally,
such tightening sets the desired dimensions of the base
ring, in order to align the coupling elements of the base
ring with those of valve 410, thereby enabling tight cou-
pling, such as for the applications described with refer-
ence to Fig. 30.
[0537] For some applications, as shown in Fig. 30,
base ring 422 comprises a partial ring, such as described
hereinabove with reference to Figs. 2A-I. For other ap-
plications, as shown in Figs. 29A-B, the base ring is ar-
ranged as a full ring, such as described hereinabove with
reference to Figs. 5, 20, and 22.
[0538] Valve prosthesis assembly 400 is typically im-
planted in a minimally invasive transcatheter or percuta-
neous procedure. The procedure begins with the intro-
duction and implantation of base ring 422 into the heart,
such as using techniques for implanting implantable
structure 22, described hereinabove with reference to
Figs. 2A-I. Prosthetic heart valve 410 is subsequently
introduced into the heart and coupled to base ring 422,
as described above. Valve prosthesis assembly 400 is
typically used for replacement of a diseased native mitral
valve, aortic valve, tricuspid valve, or pulmonary valve.
[0539] Reference is now made to Figs. 1-30. Implant
structures 22, 133, 262, 281, and 371 may be advanced
toward annulus 140 in any suitable procedure, e.g., a
transcatheter procedure, a percutaneous procedure, a
minimally invasive procedure, or an open heart proce-
dure (in which case one or more elements of systems
20, 131, 261, 280, and 370 are typically rigid). Regardless
of the approach, the procedure typically includes the
techniques described hereinabove with reference to
Figs. 2A-I and 3.
[0540] It is to be noted that the positioning of contrac-
tion-restricting element(s) 138 may be placed along im-
plant structures 22, 133, 262, 281, and 371 is anywhere
along implant structures 22, 133, 222, 262, 281, and 371.
[0541] For some applications, following initial contrac-
tion of implant structures 22, 133, 222, 262, 281, and 371
during the implantation procedure, implant structures 22,
133, 222, 262, 281, and 371 may be further contracted
or relaxed at a later time after the initial implantation, such
as between several weeks and several months after the
initial implantation. Using real-time monitoring, tactile
feedback and optionally in combination with fluoroscopic
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imaging, a rotation tool or anchor driver 68 of deployment
manipulator 24 is reintroduced into the heart and used
to contract or relax implant structures 22, 133, 222, 262,
281, and 371.
[0542] Although implant structures 22, 133, 222, 262,
281, and 371 has been described hereinabove as com-
prising a partial annuloplasty ring, for some applications
of the present invention, implant structure 22 instead
comprises a full annuloplasty ring. Implant structures 22,
133, 222, 262, 281, and 371 may comprise an annular
portion of a structure, a ring, or a partial ring, which fa-
cilitate coupling thereto of a prosthetic valve which re-
places the native atrioventricular valve. Typically, implant
structures 22, 133, 222, 262, 281, and 371 function to
treat (e.g., facilitate repair or replacement of) the native
atrioventricular valve of the patient.
[0543] For some applications of the present invention,
systems 20, 131, 261, 220, 260, and 280, and 370 are
used to treat an atrioventricular valve other than the mitral
valve, i.e., the tricuspid valve. For these applications, im-
plant structures 22, 133, 222, 262, 281, and 371 and
other components of systems 20, 131, 261, 220, 260,
and 280, and 370 described hereinabove as being placed
in the left atrium are instead placed in the right atrium.
Although implant structures 22, 133, 222, 262, 281, and
371 are described hereinabove as being placed in an
atrium, for some application implant structures 22, 133,
222, 262, 281, and 371 are instead placed in either the
left or right ventricle.
[0544] Features of implant structures 22, 133, 222,
262, 281, and 371 described with reference to respective
figures are not limited to the prostheses shown in those
figures. Rather, features of the implant structures shown
in any of the figures could be used in combination with
any of the other features described herein, mutatis
mutandis. Examples of the features that may be com-
bined with each other include, but are not limited to:

• crimping elements 132 and 134,
• flap 27,
• stiffening elements 136
• coiled element 240,
• linking member 250,
• contraction-restricting segment 268,
• self-closing strips 282a and 282b,
• plug 550,
• approximating element 551,
• screw 552 and thread 554,
• spring 560,
• deflecting element 570, and
• force-distributing element 540.

[0545] Reference is now made to Figs. 1-30. It is to be
noted that any of the closure elements 290 described
herein (for example, in Figs. 10A-B, 11-12, 13A-B, 14A-
B, 15-16, 17A-F, and 18) or, other closure elements
known in the art may be used independently or in com-
bination for closing the opening at the end of sleeve 26

of any of the implants described herein. For example, a
plug (such as a silicone plug), and/or a band (such as a
silicone band) may be used to close the opening. Alter-
natively, flap 27 may be folded over and an anchor (e.g.,
a tissue anchor 38, as described herein) may be used to
anchor the folded-over flap to the patient’s tissue.
[0546] Typically, the closure elements described here-
in reduce the likelihood of a thrombosis forming inside
sleeve 26, by closing the opening of the sleeve end, rel-
ative to if the opening were left opened. Alternatively or
additionally, the closure elements described herein are
used to close the opening for a different reason.
[0547] Typically, the closure of the opening (e.g., using
the closure elements described herein) and the deploy-
ment of implant structure 22 is performed during a single
procedure, e.g., by deploying the implant structure and
closing the opening via a single catheter. For some ap-
plications (not shown), sleeve 26 defines openings at
both thereof, and closure elements are used to close the
openings at both of the ends of the sleeve.
[0548] Reference is now made to Figs. 1-30. It is to be
noted that any of the implants described herein include
a plurality of radiopaque markers 39, as described here-
inabove with reference to Fig. 1.
[0549] Reference is now made to Figs. 1-30. It is to be
noted that the scope of the present invention includes
use of any of the implants described herein to treat any
cardiac valve, e.g., a tricuspid valve, a mitral valve, a
pulmonary valve, and an aortic valve. Additionally, the
scope of the present invention includes methods for im-
planting any of the implants described herein, including
open-hear/surgical, translumminal/transcatheter, and/or
minimally invasive such as by intercostals or percutane-
ous access.
[0550] For some applications, the scope of the present
invention includes embodiments described in the follow-
ing applications, which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence. In an embodiment, techniques and apparatus de-
scribed in one or more of the following applications are
combined with techniques and apparatus described
herein:

• PCT Publication WO 08/068756 to Gross et al., en-
titled, "Segmented ring placement," filed December
5, 2007;

• PCT Publication WO 10/004546 to Gross et al., en-
titled, "Annuloplasty devices and methods of delivery
therefor," filed on June 15, 2009;

• PCT Publication WO 10/073246 to Cabiri et al., en-
titled, "Adjustable annuloplasty devices and mecha-
nisms therefor," filed December 22, 2009;

•  PCT Publication WO/2010/128502 to Maisano et
al., entitled, "Implantation of repair chords in the
heart," filed May 4, 2010;
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• US Patent Application 12/608,316 to Miller et al., en-
titled, "Tissue anchor for annuloplasty ring," filed on
October 29, 2009, which published as US Patent Ap-
plication Publication 2011/0106247

• US Patent Application 12/689,693 to Hammer et al.,
entitled, "Deployment techniques for annuloplasty
ring," filed on January 19, 2010, which published as
US Patent Application Publication 2010/0280605;
and/or

• PCT Publication WO/2010/128503 to Zipory et al.,
entitled, "Deployment techniques for annuloplasty
ring and over-wire rotation tool," filed May 4, 2010.

[0551] It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the
art that the present invention is not limited to what has
been particularly shown and described hereinabove.
Rather, the scope of the present invention includes both
combinations and subcombinations of the various fea-
tures described hereinabove, as well as variations and
modifications thereof that are not in the prior art, which
would occur to persons skilled in the art upon reading
the foregoing description.
The invention further comprises the following embodi-
ments:

1. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
comprising:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is coupled to the sleeve lon-
gitudinally at a second site, which is longi-
tudinally between the first site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive, and (c) a first
member end portion, which (i) extends from
the first member end toward the second
member end along only a longitudinal por-
tion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a force-distributing element configured to be
coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the second
sleeve end, the force-distributing element is
configured to distribute a contraction force by
the contracting member between the second
member end and the second sleeve end.

2. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, further

comprising:

a first anchor couplable to the sleeve at a third
site longitudinally between the second member
end and the second sleeve end; and
a second anchor couplable to the sleeve in a
vicinity of the second site,
wherein the force-distributing element is config-
ured to distribute a contraction force between
the first and second anchors.

3. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, where-
in the force-distributing element comprises an ele-
ment that is longitudinally non-compressible.

4. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, where-
in the force-distributing element comprises a coiled
element having a plurality of longitudinally-non-com-
pressible coils.

5. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, where-
in the force-distributing element is advanceable with-
in the sleeve through an opening at the second
sleeve end, and wherein the force-distributing ele-
ment is shaped so as to define one or more protru-
sions to engage and couple the force-distributing el-
ement to the sleeve.

6. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, further
comprising a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more
of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective third
sites longitudinally between the second site and the
second sleeve end, exclusive.

7. The apparatus according to embodiment 1, further
comprising a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more
of which are coupled to the sleeve at respective third
sites longitudinally between the second member end
and the second sleeve end, exclusive.

8. The apparatus according to any one of embodi-
ments 1 -7, further comprising:

a second-sleeve-end coupling element coupla-
ble to the second sleeve end; and
an approximating element coupled at a first end
portion thereof to the second-sleeve-end cou-
pling element, and at a second end portion of
the approximating element to the force-distrib-
uting element, the approximating element being
configured to change a spatial orientation of at
least a portion of a portion of the sleeve that is
between the force-distributing element and the
second sleeve end.

9. The apparatus according to embodiment 8, where-
in the approximating comprises a screw shaft,
wherein the approximating element is shaped so as
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to define screw thread for receiving the screw shaft,
and wherein the approximating element is config-
ured to shorten the at least the portion of the sleeve
between the force-distributing element and the sec-
ond sleeve end.

10. The apparatus according to embodiment 9,
wherein the force-distributing element is shaped so
as to define the screw thread.

11. The apparatus according to embodiment 8,
wherein the approximating element comprises a
spring, and wherein the approximating element is
configured to shorten the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the force-distributing element and
the second sleeve end.

12. The apparatus according to embodiment 11 ,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the portion of the sleeve between
the force-distributing element and the second sleeve
end.

13. The apparatus according to embodiment 8,
wherein the approximating element comprises an
elongate deflectable structural element coupled to
the sleeve at the at least the portion,
the elongate deflectable structural element having a
shape-memory element so as to facilitate deflecting
of the at least the portion.

14. The apparatus according to embodiment 8,
wherein the flexible sleeve is configured to provide
an opening at at least the second sleeve end, and
wherein the second-sleeve-end coupling element
comprises a closure element configured to close the
opening.

15. The apparatus according to embodiment 14,
wherein the closure element comprises a plug.

16. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a second-sleeve-end coupling element coupla-
ble to the second sleeve end;
a structural, reference-force component cou-
pled to the sleeve at a portion of the sleeve that
is between the first and second sleeve ends; and
an approximating element coupled at a first end
portion thereof to the second-sleeve-end cou-
pling element, and at a second end portion of
the approximating element to the structural, ref-
erence-force component, the approximating el-
ement being configured to change a spatial ori-
entation of at least a portion of a portion of the

sleeve that is between the structural, reference-
force component and the second sleeve end.

17. The apparatus according to embodiment 16,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
comprises a force-distributing element configured to
distribute a contraction force by the contracting
member between the second member end and the
second sleeve end.

18. The apparatus according to embodiment 16,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
comprises an element that is longitudinally non-com-
pressible.

19. The apparatus according to embodiment 16,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
comprises a coiled element having a plurality of lon-
gitudinally-non-compressible coils.

20. The apparatus according to embodiment 16,
wherein the approximating element comprises an
elongate deflectable structural element coupled to
the sleeve at the at least the portion, the elongate
deflectable structural element having a shape-mem-
ory element so as to facilitate deflecting of the at
least the portion.

21. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 16-20, wherein the approximating comprises
a screw shaft, wherein the approximating element is
shaped so as to define screw thread for receiving
the screw shaft, and wherein the approximating el-
ement is configured to shorten the at least the portion
of the sleeve between the structural, reference-force
component and the second sleeve end.

22. The apparatus according to embodiment 21,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
is shaped so as to define the screw thread.

23. The apparatus according to embodiment any one
of embodiments 16-20, wherein the approximating
element comprises a spring, and wherein the ap-
proximating element is configured to shorten the at
least the portion of the sleeve between the structural,
reference-force component and the second sleeve
end.

24. The apparatus according to embodiment 23,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the portion of the sleeve between
the structural, reference-force component and the
second sleeve end.

25. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 16-20, wherein the flexible sleeve is config-
ured to provide an opening at at least the second
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sleeve end, and wherein the second-sleeve-end
coupling element comprises a closure element con-
figured to close the opening.

26. The apparatus according to embodiment 25,
wherein the closure element comprises a plug.

27. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 16-20, further comprising:

a contracting assembly coupled to the sleeve,
the contracting assembly being configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is longitudinally between the
first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion,
which (i) extends from the first member end
toward the second member end along only
a longitudinal portion of the contracting
member, and (ii) is coupled to the contract-
ing mechanism.

28. The apparatus according to embodiment 27, fur-
ther comprising a force-distributing element config-
ured to be coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the
second sleeve end, the force-distributing element is
configured to distribute a contraction force by the
contracting member between the second member
end and the second sleeve end.

29. The apparatus according to embodiment 28, fur-
ther comprising
a first anchor couplable to the sleeve at a third site
longitudinally between the second member end and
the second sleeve end; and
a second anchor couplable to the sleeve in a vicinity
of the second site,
wherein the force-distributing element is configured
to distribute a contraction force between the first and
second anchors.

30. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
comprising:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and

a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is longitudinally between the
first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion,
which (i) extends from the first member end
toward the second member end along only
a longitudinal portion of the contracting
member, and (ii) is coupled to the contract-
ing mechanism;

a contracting-member-receiving element cou-
pled to the sleeve between the first site and the
second sleeve end, exclusive, the contracting
member being slidable with respect to the con-
tracting-member-receiving element; and
a stopper coupled to the second member end,
the stopper being advanceable toward the con-
tracting-member-receiving element during con-
traction of the sleeve by the contracting mech-
anism.

31. The apparatus according to embodiment 30,
wherein the contracting member slides within a por-
tion of the contracting-member-receiving element.

32. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 30-31, wherein the contracting member-re-
ceiving element comprises a coupler to engage the
stopper to the contracting-member-receiving ele-
ment.

33. The apparatus according to embodiment 32,
wherein
the sleeve defines a contracting-assembly-contrac-
tion-facilitated portion between the first sleeve end
and the contracting-member-receiving element, the
contracting-assembly-contraction-facilitated portion
being contractible and expandable by the contract-
ing assembly; and
the sleeve defines a contracting-assembly-non-con-
traction-facilitated portion between the contracting-
member-receiving element and the second sleeve
end.

34. The apparatus according to embodiment 33, fur-
ther comprising an elongate deflectable structural el-
ement coupled to the sleeve at the contracting-as-
sembly-non-contraction-facilitated portion, the elon-
gate deflectable structural element having a shape-
memory element so as to facilitate deflecting of the
contracting-assembly-non-contraction-facilitated
portion.

35. The apparatus according to embodiment 33, fur-
ther comprising:

a second-sleeve-end coupling element coupla-
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ble to the second sleeve end;
an approximating element coupled at a first end
portion thereof to the second-sleeve-end cou-
pling element, and at a second end portion of
the approximating element to the contracting-
member-receiving element, the approximating
element being configured to change a spatial
orientation of at least a portion of a portion of
the sleeve that is between the contracting-mem-
ber-receiving element and the second sleeve
end.

36. The apparatus according to embodiment 35,
wherein the approximating element comprises a
screw shaft, wherein the approximating element is
shaped so as to define screw thread for receiving
the screw shaft, and wherein the approximating el-
ement is configured to shorten at least a portion of
a portion of the sleeve between the contracting-
member-receiving element and the second sleeve
end.

37. The apparatus according to embodiment 36,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
is shaped so as to define the screw thread.

38. The apparatus according to embodiment 35,
wherein the approximating element comprises a
spring, and wherein the approximating element is
configured to shorten the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the contracting-member-receiving
element and the second sleeve end.

39. The apparatus according to embodiment 38,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the contracting-member-receiving
element and the second sleeve end.

40. The apparatus according to embodiment 35,
wherein the approximating element comprises an
elongate deflectable structural element coupled to
the sleeve at the contracting-assembly-non-contrac-
tion-facilitated portion, the elongate deflectable
structural element having a shape-memory element
so as to facilitate deflecting of the contracting-as-
sembly-non-contraction-facilitated portion.

41. The apparatus according to embodiment 35,
wherein the flexible sleeve is configured to provide
an opening at at least the second sleeve end, and
wherein the second-sleeve-end coupling element
comprises a closure element configured to close the
opening.

42. The apparatus according to embodiment 41,
wherein the closure element comprises a plug.

43. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends, the sleeve defining:

an anchor-coupling region between the first
sleeve end and a vicinity of the sleeve be-
tween the first and second sleeve ends, ex-
clusive of the second sleeve end, and
a deflectable region between the second
sleeve end, and a vicinity of the sleeve be-
tween the first and second sleeve ends, ex-
clusive of the first sleeve end; and

an elongate deflectable structural element cou-
pled to the sleeve at the deflectable region, the
elongate deflectable structural element having
a shape-memory element so as to facilitate de-
flecting of the deflectable region of the sleeve.

44. The apparatus according to embodiment 43, fur-
ther comprising:

a second-sleeve-end coupling element coupla-
ble to the second sleeve end;
a structural, reference-force component cou-
pled to the sleeve at a portion of the sleeve that
is between the first and second sleeve ends; and
a sleeve-shortening element coupled at a first
end portion thereof to the second-sleeve-end
coupling element, and at a second end portion
of the sleeve-shortening element to the structur-
al, reference-force component, the sleeve-
shortening element being configured to change
a spatial orientation of at least a portion of a por-
tion of the sleeve that is between the structural,
reference-force component and the second
sleeve end.

45. The apparatus according to embodiment 44,
wherein the sleeve-shortening element comprises a
screw shaft, wherein the sleeve-shortening element
is shaped so as to define screw thread for receiving
the screw shaft, and wherein the sleeve-shortening
element is configured to shorten the at least the por-
tion of the sleeve between the structural, reference-
force component and the second sleeve end.

46. The apparatus according to embodiment 45,
wherein the structural, reference-force component
is shaped so as to define the screw thread.

47. The apparatus according to embodiment 44,
wherein the sleeve-shortening element comprises a
spring, and wherein the sleeve-shortening element
is configured to shorten the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the structural, reference-force com-
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ponent and the second sleeve end.

48. The apparatus according to embodiment 47,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the portion of the sleeve between
the structural, reference-force component and the
second sleeve end.

49. The apparatus according to embodiment 43, fur-
ther comprising:

a contracting assembly coupled to the sleeve,
the contracting assembly being configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is longitudinally between the
first site and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion,
which (i) extends from the first member end
toward the second member end along only
a longitudinal portion of the contracting
member, and (ii) is coupled to the contract-
ing mechanism.

50. The apparatus according to embodiment 49, fur-
ther comprising a force-distributing element config-
ured to be coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the
second sleeve end, the force-distributing element is
configured to distribute a contraction force by the
contracting member between the second member
end and the second sleeve end.

51. The apparatus according to embodiment 49, fur-
ther comprising:

a first anchor couplable to the sleeve at a third
site longitudinally between the second member
end and the second sleeve end; and
a second anchor couplable to the sleeve in a
vicinity of the second site,
wherein the force-distributing element is config-
ured to distribute a contraction force between
the first and second anchors.

52. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
comprising:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is coupled to the sleeve lon-
gitudinally at a second site, which is longi-
tudinally between the first site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive, and (c) a first
member end portion, which (i) extends from
the first member end toward the second
member end along only a longitudinal por-
tion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a sleeve-shortening element configured to
shorten the at least a portion of a portion of the
sleeve between the second site and the second
sleeve end.

53. The apparatus according to embodiment 52,
wherein contracting mechanism comprises a spool
around which at least the first member end portion
is wound.

54. The apparatus according to embodiment 52,
wherein the sleeve-shortening element comprises a
screw shaft, wherein the sleeve-shortening element
is shaped so as to define screw thread for receiving
the screw shaft.

55. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 52-54, wherein the sleeve-shortening ele-
ment comprises a spring.

56. The apparatus according to embodiment 55,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the portion of the sleeve between
the second site and the second sleeve end.

57. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is coupled to the sleeve lon-
gitudinally at a second site, which is longi-
tudinally between the first site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive, and (c) a first
member end portion, which (i) extends from
the first member end toward the second
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member end along only a longitudinal por-
tion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism; and

a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more of
which are coupled to the sleeve at respective
third sites longitudinally between the second site
and the second sleeve end, exclusive.

58. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein at least two of the tissue anchors are cou-
pled to the sleeve at respective third sites longitudi-
nally between the second member end and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive.

59. The apparatus according to embodiment 57, fur-
ther comprising a force-distributing element config-
ured to be coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the
second sleeve end, the force-distributing element is
configured to distribute a contraction force by the
contracting member between the second member
end and the second sleeve end.

60. The apparatus according to embodiment 59,
wherein the force-distributing element comprises an
element that is longitudinally non-compressible.

61. The apparatus according to embodiment 59,
wherein the force-distributing element comprises a
coiled element having a plurality of longitudinally-
non-compressible coils.

62. The apparatus according to embodiment 59,
wherein the force-distributing element is advancea-
ble within the sleeve through an opening at the sec-
ond sleeve end, and wherein the force-distributing
element is shaped so as to define one or more pro-
trusions to engage and couple the force-distributing
element to the sleeve.

63. The apparatus according to embodiment 59, fur-
ther comprising:

a second-sleeve-end coupling element coupla-
ble to the second sleeve end;
a structural, reference-force component cou-
pled to the sleeve at a portion of the sleeve that
is between the first and second sleeve ends; and
an approximating element coupled at a first end
portion thereof to the second-sleeve-end cou-
pling element, and at a second end portion of
the approximating element to the force distrib-
uting element, the approximating element being
configured to change a spatial orientation of at
least a portion of a portion of the sleeve that is
between the force distributing element and the
second sleeve end.

64. The apparatus according to embodiment 63,
wherein the approximating comprises a screw shaft,
wherein the approximating element is shaped so as
to define screw thread for receiving the screw shaft,
and wherein the approximating element is config-
ured to shorten the at least the portion of the sleeve
between the force distributing element and the sec-
ond sleeve end.

65. The apparatus according to embodiment 64,
wherein the force distributing element is shaped so
as to define the screw thread.

66. The apparatus according to embodiment 63,
wherein the approximating element comprises a
spring, and wherein the approximating element is
configured to shorten the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the force distributing element and
the second sleeve end.

67. The apparatus according to embodiment 66,
wherein the spring has a tendency to compress in
order to compress the at least the portion of the
sleeve between the force distributing element and
the second sleeve end.

68. The apparatus according to embodiment 63, fur-
ther comprising an elongate deflectable structural el-
ement coupled to the sleeve at least the portion the
sleeve between the force distributing element and
the second sleeve end, the elongate deflectable
structural element having a shape-memory element
so as to facilitate deflecting of the least the portion
the sleeve between the force distributing element
and the second sleeve end.

69. The apparatus according to embodiment 63,
wherein the flexible sleeve is configured to provide
an opening at at least the second sleeve end, and
wherein the second-sleeve-end coupling element
comprises a closure element configured to close the
opening.

70. The apparatus according to embodiment 69,
wherein the closure element comprises a plug.

71. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein the second site is at least 5 mm from the
second sleeve end, measured when the sleeve is in
a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.

72. The apparatus according to embodiment 71,
wherein the second site is at least 9 mm from the
second sleeve end, measured when the sleeve is in
a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.

73. The apparatus according to embodiment 72,
wherein the second site is at least 18 mm from the
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second sleeve end, measured when the sleeve is in
a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.

74. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein the second site is at a longitudinal distance
from the second sleeve end, which distance is no
greater than 30% ot a total length of the sleeve, the
distance and length measured when the sleeve is in
the straight, relaxed, non-contracted state.

75. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein a first portion of the sleeve longitudinally ex-
tends from the first sleeve end toward the first site,
wherein a second portion of the sleeve longitudinally
extends from the second sleeve end toward the sec-
ond site, and wherein the sleeve is arranged in a
closed loop, such that the first and second portions
of the sleeve together define a longitudinally over-
lapping portion of the sleeve.

76. The apparatus according to embodiment 75,
wherein at least one of the tissue anchors penetrates
both the first and second portions of the sleeve at
the overlapping portion.

77. The apparatus according to embodiment 76,
wherein the at least one of the tissue anchors com-
prises a coupling head and a tissue coupling ele-
ment, wherein the tissue coupling element pene-
trates both the first and second portions of the sleeve
at the overlapping portion, and wherein the coupling
head is positioned within one of the first and second
portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.

78. The apparatus according to embodiment 75,
wherein the overlapping portion has a length of be-
tween 5 and 60 mm.

79. The apparatus according to embodiment 75,
wherein the contracting member does not extend
along the first portion of the sleeve, and does not
extend along the second portion of the sleeve.

80. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein the contracting mechanism comprises a
housing and a rotatable structure positioned within
the housing, which housing is disposed at the first
site of the sleeve, and wherein the rotatable structure
and the longitudinal contracting member are ar-
ranged such that rotation of the rotatable structure
longitudinally contracts the sleeve.

81. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein at least three of the tissue anchors are cou-
pled to the sleeve alongside the contracting member,
longitudinally between the first and second sites, ex-
clusive.

82. The apparatus according to embodiment 57,
wherein the implantable structure is configured such
that the contracting assembly applies a longitudinal
contracting force only between the first and the sec-
ond sites.

83. The apparatus according embodiment 57,
wherein the sleeve is substantially longitudinally
non-extensible.

84. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends; and
a contracting assembly, which comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is coupled to the sleeve lon-
gitudinally at a second site, which is longi-
tudinally between the first site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive, and (c) a first
member end portion, which (i) extends from
the first member end toward the second
member end along only a longitudinal por-
tion of the contracting member, and (ii) is
coupled to the contracting mechanism,
wherein the contracting mechanism is con-
figured to apply a longitudinal contracting
force only between the first and the second
sites; and

a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more of
which are coupled to the sleeve at respective
third sites selected from the group of sites con-
sisting of: one or more sites longitudinally be-
tween the first site and the first sleeve end, ex-
clusive, and one or more sites longitudinally be-
tween the second site and the second sleeve
end, exclusive.

85. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein at least one of the third sites is longitudinally
between the first site and the first sleeve end, exclu-
sive.

86. The apparatus according to embodiment 85,
wherein at least two of the third sites are longitudi-
nally between the first site and the first sleeve end,
exclusive.

87. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein at least one of the third sites is longitudinally
between the second site and the second sleeve end,
exclusive.
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88. The apparatus according to embodiment 87,
wherein at least two of the third sites are longitudi-
nally between the second site and the second sleeve
end, exclusive.

89. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein at least one of the third sites is longitudinally
between the first site and the first sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and wherein at least one of the third sites is
longitudinally between the second site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive.

90. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein the first site is a first longitudinal distance
from the first sleeve end, wherein the second site is
at a second longitudinal distance from the second
sleeve end, which first and second longitudinal dis-
tances are measured when the sleeve is in a straight,
relaxed, non-contracted state, and wherein at least
one of the first and second longitudinal distances,
taken separately, is at least 5 mm.

91. The apparatus according to embodiment 90,
wherein the first distance is at least 5 mm

92. The apparatus according to embodiment 90,
wherein the second distance is at least 5 mm

93. The apparatus according to embodiment 90,
wherein at least one of the first and second longitu-
dinal distances, taken separately, is at least 9 mm.

94. The apparatus according to embodiment 93,
wherein at least one of the first and second longitu-
dinal distances, taken separately, is at least 18 mm.

95. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein a first portion of the sleeve longitudinally ex-
tends from the first sleeve end toward the first site,
wherein a second portion of the sleeve longitudinally
extends from the second sleeve end toward the sec-
ond site, and wherein the sleeve is arranged in a
closed loop, such that the first and second portions
of the sleeve together define a longitudinally over-
lapping portion of the sleeve.

96. The apparatus according to embodiment 95,
wherein at least one of the tissue anchors penetrates
both the first and second portions of the sleeve at
the overlapping portion.

97. The apparatus according to embodiment 96,
wherein the at least one of the tissue anchors com-
prises a coupling head and a tissue coupling ele-
ment, wherein the tissue coupling element pene-
trates both the first and second portions of the sleeve
at the overlapping portion, and wherein the coupling
head is positioned within one of the first and second

portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.

98. The apparatus according to embodiment 97,
wherein the overlapping portion has a length of be-
tween 5 and 60 mm.

99. The apparatus according to embodiment 97,
wherein the contracting member does not extend
along the first portion of the sleeve, and does not
extend along the second portion of the sleeve.

100. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein the contracting mechanism comprises a
housing and a rotatable structure positioned within
the housing, which housing is disposed at the first
site of the sleeve, and wherein the rotatable structure
and the longitudinal contracting member are ar-
ranged such that rotation of the rotatable structure
applies the longitudinal contracting force only be-
tween the first and the second sites.

101. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein at least three of the tissue anchors are cou-
pled to the sleeve alongside the contracting member,
longitudinally between the first and second sites, ex-
clusive.

102. The apparatus according to embodiment 84,
wherein the sleeve is substantially longitudinally
non-extensible.

103. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, which comprises a plurality of
radiopaque markers, positioned along the
sleeve at respective longitudinal sites; and
a plurality of tissue anchors, which are config-
ured to be coupled to the sleeve.

104. The apparatus according to embodiment 103,
wherein the radiopaque markers comprise a radio-
paque ink.

105. The apparatus according to embodiment 103,
wherein at least three of the radiopaque markers are
longitudinally spaced at a constant interval.

106. The apparatus according to embodiment 103,
wherein at least three of the anchors are coupled to
the sleeve, longitudinally spaced at the constant in-
terval.

107. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 103-106,
wherein the radiopaque markers have respective
edges selected from the group consisting of: respec-
tive proximal edges, and respective distal edges,
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wherein the radiopaque markers comprise first, sec-
ond, and third radiopaque markers, which first and
second markers are adjacent, and which second and
third markers are adjacent, and
wherein a first longitudinal distance between the se-
lected edge of the first marker and the selected edge
of the second marker equals a second longitudinal
distance between the selected edge of the second
marker and the selected edge of the first marker.

108. The apparatus according to embodiment 107,
wherein the anchors comprise first, second and third
anchors, which first and second anchors are adja-
cently coupled to the sleeve with the first longitudinal
distance therebetween, and which second and third
anchors are adjacently coupled to the sleeve with
the second longitudinal distance therebetween.

109. The apparatus according to either embodiment
84 or embodiment 103, wherein the implantable
structure comprises an annuloplasty ring, which is
configured to be implanted along an annulus of an
atrioventricular valve of a subject, and to contract
the annulus as the sleeve is longitudinally contract-
ed.

110. The apparatus according to either embodiment
84 or embodiment 103, further comprising a pros-
thetic heart valve, which is configured to be coupled
to the sleeve.

111. Apparatus, comprising:

an implant structure configured to treat a native
atrioventricular valve of a patient, the implant
structure comprising:

a sleeve having a lumen and at least one
end, the at least one end being shaped so
as to define an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of
the at least one end, the closure element
being configured to facilitate closure of the
opening; and

a contracting mechanism coupled to the implant
structure and configured to contract at least a
contraction-facilitated portion of the implant
structure.

112. The apparatus according to embodiment 111,
wherein the closure element comprises a plug.

113. The apparatus according to embodiment 111 ,
wherein the implant structure has a length of be-
tween 50 mm and 150 mm.

114. The apparatus according to embodiment 111,

wherein the implant structure has a diameter of be-
tween 1 mm and 10 mm.

115. The apparatus according to embodiment 111,
wherein the apparatus is configured to be implanted
along an annulus of a mitral valve of the patient in a
manner in which the implant structure is formed into
at least a portion of an annuloplasty ring.

116. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 111-115, wherein the closure element com-
prises a closure mechanism that comprises one or
more strips coupled to the sleeve in the vicinity of
the at least one end of the sleeve, and wherein the
one or more strips have a tendency to be in a closed
state in which the one or more strips close around
at least a portion of the opening.

117. The apparatus according to embodiment 116,
further comprising a delivery tool advanceable within
the lumen of the sleeve through the opening, wherein
the tool is configured to expand the one or more strips
while advanceable within the lumen of the sleeve
and to facilitate positioning of the one or more strips
in the closed state when removed from within the
lumen of the sleeve.

118. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 111-115, further comprising a contracting
member coupled to the sleeve and facilitates con-
traction of the contraction-facilitated portion of the
implant structure, the contracting member having a
first portion thereof that is coupled to the contracting
element.

119. The apparatus according to embodiment 118,
wherein the contracting member is threaded through
the sleeve one or more times to facilitate generally-
even contraction of the implant structure.

120. The apparatus according to embodiment 118,
further comprising one or more contraction-restrict-
ing elements coupled to at least a contraction-re-
stricted portion of the implant structure, the one or
more contraction-restricting elements being config-
ured to restrict contraction of at least the contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure beyond a
predetermined amount.

121. The apparatus according to embodiment 120,
wherein the one or more contraction-restricting ele-
ments is coupled to an outer surface of the implant
structure.

122. The apparatus according to embodiment 120,
wherein each one of the one or more contraction-
restricting elements comprises a segment having at
least a portion thereof that is non-compressible along
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a longitudinal axis of the segment.

123. The apparatus according to embodiment 122,
wherein at least one of the contraction-restricting el-
ements is disposed adjacently to one or more con-
traction-facilitated elements that are compressible
along the longitudinal axis of the segment and facil-
itate contraction of respective portions of the implant
structure in vicinities of the one or more contraction-
facilitating elements.

124. The apparatus according to embodiment 122,
wherein each one of the contraction restricting-ele-
ments is configured to restrict contraction of the con-
traction-restricted portion of the implant structure
while facilitating radial movement of the contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure.

125. The apparatus according to embodiment 122,
wherein at least one of the contraction-restricting el-
ements comprises a coiled element, and wherein at
least a portion of the coiled element is non-com-
pressible.

126. The apparatus according to embodiment 125,
wherein the coiled element comprises a shape-
memory material and is configured to be generally
straightened from a coiled state during delivery of
the implant structure to an implantation site of a body
of the patient.

127. The apparatus according to embodiment 125,
wherein the coiled element comprises an elongate
coiled element disposed within the lumen of the
sleeve.

128. The apparatus according to embodiment 125,
wherein the coiled element comprises an elongate
coiled element that is coupled to a portion of an outer
surface of the sleeve and is disposed alongside the
portion of the outer surface of the sleeve.

129. The apparatus according to embodiment 122,
wherein the implant is configured for implantation
along a native annulus of the native atrioventricular
valve of the patient in a manner in which the con-
traction-restricted portion of the implant structure is
disposed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior
leaflet of the valve, and wherein the contraction-re-
stricting element is coupled to the contraction-re-
stricted portion.

130. The apparatus according to embodiment 129,
wherein the contraction restriction-element is con-
figured to restrict contraction of the contraction-re-
stricted portion while facilitating radial movement of
the contraction-restricted portion.

131. The apparatus according to embodiment 120,
wherein:

the closure element comprises at least one end
flap that is disposed at the at least one end of
the sleeve, and
the first portion of the contracting member is cou-
pled to the end flap in a manner in which, in
response to at least initial actuation of the con-
tracting mechanism, the contracting member
draws the end flap at least partially over the
opening at the at least one end of the sleeve.

132. The apparatus according to embodiment 131,
wherein the one or more contraction-restricting ele-
ments each have a length of between 3 and 120 mm.

133. The apparatus according to embodiment 131,
wherein:

the one or more contraction-restricting elements
are coupled to the contracting member in a vi-
cinity of the first portion thereof,
the one or more contraction-restricting elements
are disposed along the implant structure at a
distance of between 3 and 45 mm from the at
least one end of the sleeve,
the contraction-restricted portion of the implant
structure is between 3 and 45 mm from the at
least one end of the sleeve, and
the one or more contraction-restricting elements
are configured to restrict contraction of the con-
traction-restricted portion of the implant struc-
ture during contraction of a remaining portion of
the implant structure by the contracting member.

134. The apparatus according to embodiment 133,
wherein the contracting mechanism is disposed at a
first portion of the implant structure, and wherein the
contracting member extends along the implant struc-
ture from the first portion thereof to the at least one
end of the sleeve.

135. The apparatus according to embodiment 134,
wherein the one or more contraction-restricting ele-
ments are disposed in a vicinity of the at least one
end of the sleeve, and wherein the contracting mem-
ber is looped through a portion of the flap and ex-
tends back toward the one or more contraction-re-
stricting elements.

136. The apparatus according to embodiment 135,
wherein the contracting mechanism comprises a ro-
tatable structure, and wherein the actuation compris-
es rotation of the rotatable structure in a first rota-
tional direction in order to actuate the contracting
member to draw the flap over the opening.
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137. The apparatus according to embodiment 136,
wherein in response to rotation of the rotatable struc-
ture in a second rotational direction that is opposite
the first rotational direction, the contracting member
draws the end flap at least partially away from the
opening at the at least one end of the sleeve.

138. The apparatus according to embodiment 118,
wherein:

the at least one end of the sleeve defines a first
free end of the implant structure,
the implant structure is shaped so as to define
a second free end,
the apparatus is configured to be implanted
along an annulus of an atrioventricular valve of
the patient, and
in response to actuation of the contracting mech-
anism, the first and second free ends of the im-
plant structure are drawn toward one another.

139. The apparatus according to embodiment 138,
wherein the apparatus is configured to be implanted
along an annulus of a mitral valve of the patient,

the first end of the implant structure is configured
to be coupled to a first location along the annulus
in a vicinity of a first trigone adjacent to the mitral
valve, and
the second end of the implant structure is con-
figured to be coupled to a second location along
the annulus in a vicinity of a second trigone ad-
jacent to the mitral valve.

140. The apparatus according to embodiment 118,
wherein the contracting mechanism comprises a ro-
tatable structure, and wherein the actuation compris-
es rotation of the rotatable structure in a first rota-
tional direction to contract the implant structure.

141. The apparatus according to embodiment 140,
wherein in response to rotation of the rotatable struc-
ture in a second rotational direction that is opposite
the first rotational direction, the contracting member
expands the implant structure.

142. The apparatus according to embodiment 140,
wherein in response to rotation of the rotatable struc-
ture in a first rotational direction, successive portions
of the contracting member advance in a first ad-
vancement direction with respect to the rotatable
structure and contact the rotatable structure.

143. The apparatus according to embodiment 142,
wherein the rotatable structure comprises a spool,
and wherein, in response to the rotation of the spool
in the first rotational direction,
the contracting member is configured to be wound

around the spool.

144. The apparatus according to embodiment 142,
wherein, in response to continued advancement of
the contracting member in the first advancement di-
rection by continued rotation of the rotatable struc-
ture in the first rotational direction, the at least one
end of the sleeve is pulled toward the contracting
mechanism.

145. The apparatus according to embodiment 144,
wherein:

the implant structure is configured to be implant-
ed along an annulus of a mitral valve of the pa-
tient,
the contracting member is configured to contract
the implant structure in response to the rotation
of the rotatable structure in the first rotational
direction, and
the implant structure is configured to contract
the annulus in response to the contraction of the
implant structure.

146. The apparatus according to embodiment 144,
wherein the successive portions of the contracting
member are configured to be advanced in a second
advancement direction with respect to the rotatable
structure and thereby to facilitate expansion of the
implant structure in response to rotation of the rotat-
able structure in a second rotational direction, the
second rotational direction being opposite the first
rotational direction, and the second advancement di-
rection being opposite the first advancement direc-
tion.

147. The apparatus according to embodiment 140,
wherein:

the rotatable structure has a first end shaped to
define a first opening, and a second end shaped
to define a second opening, the rotatable struc-
ture being shaped to define a channel extending
from the first opening to the second opening, the
channel being configured for passage there-
through of an elongate tool, and
the second end of the rotatable structure has a
lower surface thereof shaped to define one or
more recesses.

148. The apparatus according to embodiment 147,
further comprising a mechanical element having a
planar surface coupled to the lower surface of the
rotatable structure, the mechanical element being
shaped to provide:

a protrusion protruding out of a plane of the pla-
nar surface of the mechanical element, the pro-
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trusion being disposed within one of the recess-
es during a resting state of the mechanical ele-
ment, in a manner that restricts rotation of the
rotatable structure, and
a depressible portion coupled to the protrusion,
the depressible portion being disposed in com-
munication with the second opening of the lower
surface, and configured to dislodge the protru-
sion from within the recess in response to a force
applied thereto by the elongate tool.

149. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 111-115, further comprising: one or more tis-
sue anchors; and
a deployment manipulator tube, which is configured
to be removably positioned at least partially within
the lumen of the sleeve, such that the deployment
manipulator tube extends out of the at least one end
of the sleeve; and
an anchor driver which is reversibly coupleable to
the one or more tissue anchors and which is config-
ured to be at least partially positioned within the de-
ployment manipulator tube, and, while so positioned,
to deploy the one or more tissue anchors through a
wall of the sleeve.

150. The apparatus according to embodiment 149,
wherein the anchor driver is deflectable within the
sleeve of the implant structure, and wherein the ap-
paratus further comprises one or more stiffening el-
ements, the one or more stiffening elements being
threaded through one or more portions of the sleeve
in order to maintain relative positioning of the ma-
nipulator tube relative to the implant structure during
deflection of the anchor driver within the sleeve.

151. The apparatus according to embodiment 150,
wherein the manipulator tube is deflectable within
the sleeve of the implant structure, and wherein the
one or more stiffening elements are configured to
maintain relative positioning of the implant structure
relative to the manipulator tube during deflection of
the manipulator tube.

152. The apparatus according to embodiment 149,
further comprising a implant-advancement tube,
which is configured to pass over a portion of the de-
ployment manipulator tube, such that a distal end of
the implant-advancement tube is in contact with the
at least one end of the sleeve.

153. The apparatus according embodiment 152,
wherein the distal end of the implant advancement
tube is removably coupled to the at least one end of
the sleeve.

154. The apparatus according to embodiment 153,
wherein the implant-advancement tube comprises

one or more coupling elements, which are configured
to removably couple the distal end of the implant-
advancement tube to the at least one end of the
sleeve.

155. The apparatus according to embodiment 154,
wherein the apparatus is configured such that:

when the deployment manipulator tube is posi-
tioned within the lumen of the sleeve, the de-
ployment manipulator tube causes the coupling
elements to engage the sleeve, thereby remov-
ably coupling the distal end of the implant-ad-
vancement tube to the at least one end of the
sleeve, and
when the deployment manipulator tube is with-
drawn from the sleeve, the coupling elements
disengage from the sleeve, thereby decoupling
the distal end of the implant-advancement tube
from the at least one end of the sleeve.

156. The apparatus according to embodiment 155,
wherein the coupling elements are configured to
have a natural tendency to flex inwards toward a
central longitudinal axis of the sleeve that passes
through the at least one end of the sleeve, and
wherein the deployment manipulator tube, when po-
sitioned within the lumen of the sleeve, pushes the
coupling elements outwards away from the longitu-
dinal axis, thereby causing the coupling elements to
engage the sleeve.

157. Apparatus, comprising:

an implant structure configured to treat a native
atrioventricular valve of a patient, the implant
structure comprising:

a sleeve having a lumen and at least one
end, the at least one end being shaped so
as to define an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of
the at least one end, the closure element
being configured to facilitate closure of the
opening; and

an anchor delivery tool advanceable through the
opening and within the lumen of the sleeve when
the closure element does not facilitate closure
of the opening.

158. Apparatus, comprising:

an implant structure configured to treat a native
atrioventricular valve of a patient, the implant
structure having a length of between 50 mm and
150 mm and a diameter of between 1 mm and
10 mm, the implant structure comprising:
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a sleeve having a lumen and at least one
end, the at least one end being shaped so
as to define an opening; and
a closure element disposed in a vicinity of
the at least one end, the closure element
being configured to facilitate closure of the
opening.

159. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends; and
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinal contract the sleeve, and which com-
prises:

a contracting mechanism;
a first longitudinal contracting member,
which has first and second member ends,
and a first member end portion, which ex-
tends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudi-
nal portion of the first contracting member;
and
a second longitudinal contracting member,
which has first and second member ends,
and a first member end portion, which ex-
tends from the first member end toward the
second member end along only a longitudi-
nal portion of the second contracting mem-
ber; and
wherein (a) the first member end of the first
contracting member and the first member
end of the second contracting member are
coupled to the contracting mechanism, (b)
the second member end of the first longitu-
dinal contracting member is coupled to the
sleeve at a first site that is a first longitudinal
distance from the first sleeve end, and (c)
the second member end of the second lon-
gitudinal contracting member is coupled to
the sleeve at a second site that is a second
longitudinal distance from the second
sleeve end,
wherein the contracting mechanism is dis-
posed at a third site of the sleeve that is
longitudinally between the first and second
sites, exclusive, and
wherein the first and second longitudinal
distances are measured when the sleeve is
in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state,
and at least one of the first and second lon-
gitudinal distances, taken separately, is at
least 5 mm.

160. The apparatus according to embodiment 159,
wherein the implantable structure further comprises

a plurality of tissue anchors, one or more of which
are coupled to the sleeve at respective fourth sites
selected from the group of sites consisting of: one
or more sites longitudinally between the first site and
the first sleeve end, exclusive, and one or more sites
longitudinally between the second site and the sec-
ond sleeve end, exclusive.

161. The apparatus according to embodiment 160,
wherein at least three of the tissue anchors are cou-
pled to the sleeve alongside the contracting member,
longitudinally between the first and second sites, ex-
clusive.

162. The apparatus according to embodiment 159,
wherein each of the first and second longitudinal dis-
tances is at least 5 mm.

163. The apparatus according to embodiment 159,
wherein one of the first and second longitudinal dis-
tances is at least 5 mm, and the other of the first and
second longitudinal distances is less than 5 mm.

164. The apparatus according to embodiment 163,
wherein the other of the first and second longitudinal
distances is equal to 0 mm.

165. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 159-164, wherein the contracting mechanism
comprises a housing and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing, which housing is disposed
at the third site of the sleeve, and wherein the rotat-
able structure and the longitudinal contracting mem-
ber are arranged such that rotation of the rotatable
structure longitudinally contracts the sleeve.

166. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 159-164, wherein each of the first and second
longitudinal contracting members comprises at least
one wire.

167. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends; and
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve, and which
comprises:

a contracting mechanism, which is dis-
posed at a first site of the sleeve; and
a longitudinal contracting member, having
(a) a first member end, (b) a second mem-
ber end, which is coupled to the sleeve lon-
gitudinally at a second site longitudinally be-
tween the first site and the second sleeve
end, exclusive, and (c) a first member end
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portion, which (i) extends from the first
member end toward the second member
end along only a longitudinal portion of the
contracting member, and (ii) is coupled to
the contracting mechanism,

wherein a first portion of the sleeve longitudinally
extends from the first sleeve end toward the first
site, and a second portion of the sleeve longitu-
dinally extends from the second sleeve end to-
ward the second site,
wherein the sleeve is arranged in a closed loop,
such that the first and second portions of the
sleeve together define a longitudinally overlap-
ping portion of the sleeve, and
wherein the implantable structure is configured
such that the contracting assembly applies a lon-
gitudinal contracting force only between the first
and the second sites, and not along the over-
lapping portion.

168. The apparatus according to embodiment 167,
wherein the implantable structure further comprises
a plurality of tissue anchors, at least one of which
penetrates both the first and second portions of the
sleeve at the overlapping portion.

169. The apparatus according to embodiment 168,
wherein the at least one of the tissue anchors com-
prises a coupling head and a tissue coupling ele-
ment, wherein the tissue coupling element pene-
trates both the first and second portions of the sleeve
at the overlapping portion, and wherein the coupling
head is positioned within one of the first and second
portions of the sleeve at the overlapping portion.

170. The apparatus according to embodiment 168,
wherein the plurality of tissue anchors comprises:

a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first config-
uration, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along
a first longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop; and
a plurality of second tissue anchors of a second
configuration different from the first configura-
tion, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along a
second longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop different from the first longitudinally-contig-
uous portion, which second longitudinally con-
tiguous portion includes the longitudinally over-
lapping portion.

171. The apparatus according to embodiment 167,
wherein the overlapping portion has a length of be-
tween 5 and 60 mm.

172. The apparatus according to embodiment 167,
wherein the contracting member does extend along

the first portion of the sleeve, and does not extend
along the second portion of the sleeve.

173. The apparatus according to embodiment 167,
wherein the first site is a first longitudinal distance
from the first sleeve end, wherein the second site is
at a second longitudinal distance from the second
sleeve end, which first and second longitudinal dis-
tances are measured when the sleeve is in a straight,
relaxed, non-contracted state, and wherein at least
one of the first and second longitudinal distances,
taken separately, is at least 18 mm.

174. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 167-173, wherein the contracting mechanism
comprises a housing and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing, which housing is disposed
at the first site of the sleeve, and wherein the rotat-
able structure and the longitudinal contracting mem-
ber are arranged such that rotation of the rotatable
structure longitudinally contracts the sleeve.

175. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 167-1 73, wherein at least three of the tissue
anchors are coupled to the sleeve alongside the con-
tracting member, longitudinally between the first and
second sites, exclusive.

176. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 167-173, wherein the sleeve is substantially
longitudinally non-extensible.

177. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, arranged as a loop;
a plurality of first tissue anchors of a first config-
uration, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along
a first longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop; and
a plurality of second tissue anchors of a second
configuration different from the first configura-
tion, coupled to the sleeve at intervals along a
second longitudinally-contiguous portion of the
loop different from the first longitudinally-contig-
uous portion.

178. The apparatus according to embodiment 177,
wherein the first and second configurations are dif-
ferent from each other in size.

179. The apparatus according to embodiment 178,
wherein the first tissue anchors comprise first cou-
pling heads and first tissue coupling elements, re-
spectively, wherein the second tissue anchors com-
prise second coupling heads and second tissue cou-
pling elements, respectively, and wherein lengths of
the first tissue coupling elements are greater than
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lengths of the second tissue coupling elements.

180. The apparatus according to embodiment 179,
wherein the implantable structure comprises more
first tissue anchors than second tissue anchors.

181. The apparatus according to embodiment 180,
wherein the implantable structure comprises at least
twice as many first tissue anchors as second tissue
anchors.

182. The apparatus according to embodiment 179,
wherein the first and second tissue coupling ele-
ments are shaped so as to define a shape selected
from the group consisting of: a helix, a spiral, and a
screw shaft, and wherein the lengths of the first and
second coupling elements are measured along a lon-
gitudinal axis of the shape.

183. The apparatus according to embodiment 182,
wherein each of the second tissue coupling elements
is shaped so as to define no more than two turns.

184. The apparatus according to embodiment 177,
wherein the first tissue anchors comprise first cou-
pling heads and first tissue coupling elements, re-
spectively, wherein the second tissue anchors com-
prise second coupling heads and second tissue cou-
pling elements, respectively,
wherein the first and second tissue coupling ele-
ments are shaped so as to define a shape selected
from the group consisting of: a helix, a spiral, and a
screw shaft, and
wherein each of the second tissue coupling elements
has fewer turns than does each of the first tissue
coupling elements.

185. The apparatus according to embodiment 177,
wherein each of the second tissue coupling elements
is selected from the group consisting of: a harpoon
anchor, an anchor comprising spiked arms, a mesh
shaped so as to define two discs, an anchor com-
prising a barbed shaft.

186. The apparatus according to embodiment 177,
wherein each of the second tissue coupling elements
comprises a suture.

187. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 177-186, wherein the flexible sleeve is
shaped so as to define an integrally closed loop hav-
ing no sleeve ends.

188. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 177-186, wherein the flexible sleeve is
shaped so as to define first and second sleeve ends,
which are coupled to each other to form the loop.

189. The apparatus according to embodiment 188,
wherein the first and second sleeve ends are coupled
to each other at an overlapping portion.

190. Apparatus comprising an implantable structure,
which comprises:

a flexible sleeve, having first and second sleeve
ends;
a contracting assembly, which is configured to
longitudinally contract the sleeve;
an elongated linking member, having a first and
second linking member ends, which second link-
ing member end comprises a first coupling ele-
ment, wherein the linking member is coupled to
the sleeve such that (a) at least a portion of the
linking member is disposed within the sleeve,
and (b) the first linking member end is longitu-
dinally between the second linking member end
and the first sleeve end, exclusive; and
a second coupling element, which is configured
to be coupleable to the first coupling element,
and which is coupled to the implantable structure
within 1.5 cm of the first sleeve end, measured
when the sleeve is fully longitudinally extended.

191. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the implantable structure further comprises
a plurality of tissue anchors, at least two of which are
coupled to the sleeve at respective, different longi-
tudinal sites alongside the linking member.

192. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the contracting assembly comprises a con-
tracting mechanism and a longitudinal contracting
member, and wherein the contracting mechanism is
coupled to the sleeve within 1.5 cm of the first sleeve
end.

193. The apparatus according to embodiment 192,
wherein the second coupling element is coupled to
the contracting mechanism.

194. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the linking member is configured as a spring.

195. The apparatus according to embodiment 194,
wherein the linking member is curved.

196. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the linking member has a length of between
2 and 6 cm.

197. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the linking member comprises metal.

198. The apparatus according to embodiment 197,
wherein the metal comprises Nitinol.
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199. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the linking member is substantially longitu-
dinally non-extensible.

200. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein at least 30% of a length of the linking mem-
ber is disposed within the sleeve.

201. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein the flexible sleeve is a first flexible sleeve,
and wherein the implantable structure further com-
prises a second flexible sleeve,
and wherein at least 20% of a length of the linking
member is disposed within the second flexible
sleeve.

202. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein at least one of the first and second coupling
elements comprises a hook.

203. The apparatus according to embodiment 190,
wherein at least one of the first and second coupling
elements comprises a loop.

204. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 57, 84, 177, and 190, wherein the longitudinal
contracting member comprises at least one wire.

205. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 57, 84, 177, and 190, wherein the implantable
structure further comprises one or more contraction-
restricting elements coupled to at least a contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure, each of
which contraction-restricting elements comprises a
coiled element, a portion of which is non-compress-
ible.

206. Apparatus, comprising:

an implant structure that is contractible at least
in part, the implant structure comprising a
sleeve, the sleeve having first and second end
portions, respectively, and a body portion that
is between the first and second end portions;
a contracting member that extends along the
body portion between the first and second end
portions of the sleeve, the contracting member
having first and second end portions, the first
end portion of the contracting member being
coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the first end
portion thereof, and the second end portion of
the contracting member being coupled to the
sleeve in a vicinity of the second end portion
thereof; and
at least one contraction-restricting element that
is coupled to the sleeve and configured to restrict
contraction of a contraction-restricted portion of
the implant structure during contraction of a re-

maining portion of the implant structure by the
contracting member,
the one or more contraction-restricting elements
being coupled to the first end portion of the con-
tracting member and disposed along the implant
structure at a distance of between 3 and 45 mm
from the first end of the sleeve,
the contraction-restricting element being config-
ured to restrict contraction of the contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure during
contraction of a remaining portion of the implant
structure by the contracting member.

207. The apparatus according to embodiment 206,
wherein the implant is configured for implantation
along a native annulus of a native atrioventricular
valve in a manner in which at least the contraction-
restricted portion of the implant structure is disposed
along a portion of the annulus in a vicinity of a trigone
of the valve, and wherein the contraction-restriction
element is coupled to the contraction-restricted por-
tion.

208. The apparatus according to embodiment 206
or embodiment 207, further comprising a contracting
mechanism coupled to the implant structure and con-
figured to contract at least a contraction-facilitated
portion of the implant structure.

209. The apparatus according to embodiment 208,
wherein the contracting mechanism is disposed at a
first portion of the implant structure, and wherein the
contracting member extends along the implant struc-
ture toward the second end of the sleeve.

210. Apparatus, comprising:

an annuloplasty structure configured for implan-
tation along an annulus of an atrioventricular
valve of a heart of a subject, the structure com-
prising:

a coiled element comprising:

at least one first portion thereof which
is flexible and longitudinally compress-
ible; and
at least one second portion thereof in
series with the first portion, the second
portion being flexible and less longitu-
dinally compressible than the first por-
tion.

211. The apparatus according to embodiment 210,
wherein the coiled element is shaped such that a
pitch of the coiled element at the second portion is
smaller than a pitch of the coiled element at the first
portion.
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212. The apparatus according to embodiment 210,
wherein a radius of curvature at a center of the first
portion is smaller than a radius of curvature at a cent-
er of the second portion, when no external force is
applied to the annuloplasty structure.

213. The apparatus according to embodiment 210,
wherein the annuloplasty structure comprises an an-
nuloplasty ring.

214. The apparatus according to embodiment 210,
wherein the annuloplasty structure comprises a par-
tial annuloplasty ring.

215. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 210-214, further comprising a contraction-re-
stricting element configured to be coupled to the sec-
ond portion of the coiled element, wherein the sec-
ond portion is configured to be flexible and less lon-
gitudinally compressible than the first portion at least
in part by virtue of the contraction-restricting element
being coupled thereto.

216. The apparatus according to embodiment 215,
wherein the contraction-restricting element compris-
es an element selected from the group consisting of:
a suture, a staple, a ratchet mechanism, and a brack-
et.

217. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 210-214, wherein a total length of the first
portion comprises less than 50% of a resting length
of the coiled element.

218. The apparatus according to embodiment 217,
wherein a total length of the first portion comprises
less than 30% of a resting length of the coiled ele-
ment.

219. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 210-214, wherein the valve includes a native
mitral valve of the subject, and wherein the structure
is configured for implantation along a native annulus
of the native mitral valve in a manner in which at least
the second portion of the implant structure is dis-
posed along a portion of the annulus at a posterior
leaflet of the valve.

220. The apparatus according to embodiment 219,
wherein the second portion is configured to restrict
contraction of the second portion while facilitating
radial movement of the second portion of the implant
structure.

221. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 210-214,
wherein the atrioventricular valve includes a mitral
valve,

wherein the coiled element comprises a plurality of
second portions, and
wherein the annuloplasty structure is configured for
implantation along the annulus in a manner in which:

a first one of the second portions is configured
to be coupled to the annulus in a vicinity of a left
trigone adjacent to the mitral valve, and
a second one of the second portions is config-
ured to be coupled to the annulus in a vicinity of
a right trigone adjacent to the mitral valve.

222. The apparatus according to embodiment 221,
wherein the combined length of the first and second
of the second portions is 10-50 mm.

223. The apparatus according to embodiment 221,
wherein the annuloplasty structure is configured for
implantation along the annulus in a manner in which
a third one of the second portions is disposed along
a portion of the annulus at a posterior leaflet of the
valve.

224. The apparatus according to embodiment 223,
wherein a length of the third one of the second por-
tions is 3-120 mm.

225. The apparatus according to embodiment 223,
wherein a length of the third one of the second por-
tions comprises more than 20% of a resting length
of the coiled element.

226. The apparatus according to any one of embod-
iments 210-214, wherein the annuloplasty structure
comprises:

a sleeve, the sleeve having first and second end
portions, respectively, and a body portion that
is between the first and second end portions;
and
a contracting member that extends along the
body portion between the first and second end
portions of the sleeve, the contracting member
having first and second end portions, the first
end portion of the contracting member being
coupled to the sleeve in a vicinity of the first end
portion thereof, and the second end portion of
the contracting member being coupled to the
sleeve in a vicinity of the second end portion
thereof,
wherein the coiled element is configured to be
coupled to the sleeve.

227. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the annuloplasty structure has a length of
between 50 mm and 150 mm.

228. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
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wherein the annuloplasty structure has a diameter
of between 1 mm and 10 mm.

229. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the ammloplasty structure is configured to
be implanted along an annulus of a mitral valve of
the subject in a manner in which the annuloplasty
structure is formed into at least a portion of an an-
nuloplasty ring.

230. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the annuloplasty structure comprises a par-
tial annuloplasty ring having first and second free
ends, the first end of the sleeve defining the first free
end of the partial annuloplasty ring, and the second
end of the sleeve defining the second free end of the
partial annuloplasty ring.

231. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the coiled element comprises a shape-
memory material and is configured to be generally
straightened from a coiled state during delivery of
the annuloplasty structure to an implantation site of
a body of the subject.

232. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the sleeve defines a lumen, and wherein the
coiled element comprises an elongate coiled ele-
ment disposed within the lumen of the sleeve.

233. The apparatus according to embodiment 226,
wherein the coiled element comprises an elongate
coiled element that is configured to be coupled to a
portion of an outer surface of the sleeve and rest
alongside the portion of the outer surface of the
sleeve.

Claims

1. Apparatus comprising an implantable annuloplasty
structure (22), which comprises:

a flexible sleeve (26), having first and second
sleeve ends; and
a contracting assembly (40), which comprises:

a contracting mechanism (28), which is dis-
posed at a first site (34) along the sleeve
(26); and
a longitudinal contracting member (30),
having (a) a first member end, (b) a second
member end (53), which is coupled to the
sleeve (26) longitudinally at a second site
(36), which is longitudinally between the first
site (34) and the second sleeve end, exclu-
sive, and (c) a first member end portion,
which (i) extends from the first member end

toward the second member end (53) along
a longitudinal portion of the contracting
member (30), and (ii) is coupled to the con-
tracting mechanism (28),
wherein the contracting mechanism (28) is
configured to apply a longitudinal contract-
ing force between the first and the second
sites (34, 36); and
a plurality of tissue anchors (38), at least
three of which are coupled to the sleeve (26)
alongside the contracting member (30), lon-
gitudinally between the first and second
sites (34, 36), exclusive,
characterized in that two or more of the
tissue anchors are coupled to the sleeve at
respective third sites longitudinally between
the second site (36) and the second sleeve
end, exclusive.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein one or
more of the tissue anchors (38) are coupled to the
sleeve at respective fourth sites longitudinally be-
tween the first site (34) and the first sleeve end, ex-
clusive.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein at least
two of the fourth sites are longitudinally between the
first site (34) and the first sleeve end, exclusive.

4. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the sec-
ond site (36) is at a second longitudinal distance (D2)
from the second sleeve end, which second longitu-
dinal distance (D2) is measured when the sleeve is
in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state, and
wherein the second distance is at least 5 mm.

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the sec-
ond longitudinal distance (D2) is at least 9 mm.

6. The apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to
5, wherein the implantable structure (22) further
comprises a force-distributing element (540) config-
ured to be coupled to the sleeve (26) in a vicinity of
the second sleeve end.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the
force-distributing element (540) is longitudinally non-
compressible.

8. The apparatus according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the
force-distributing element (540) comprises a cylin-
drical element.

9. The apparatus according to any one of claims 6 to
8, wherein the force-distributing element (540) is
shaped so as to define one or more protrusions (542)
to engage and couple the force-distributing element
(540) to the sleeve (26).
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10. The apparatus according to any one of claims 6 to
9, wherein the implant structure (22) further compris-
es an approximating element (551), which is (a) cou-
pled to the force-distributing element (540), and (b)
configured to change a spatial orientation of at least
a portion of a portion of the sleeve (26) that is be-
tween the force-distributing element (540) and the
second sleeve.

11. The apparatus according to any one preceding
claim, wherein the first site (34) is a first longitudinal
distance (D1) from the first sleeve end, which first
longitudinal distance (D1) is measured when the
sleeve is in a straight, relaxed, non-contracted state,
and, wherein the first distance is at least 5 mm.

12. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the first
longitudinal distance (D1) is at least 9 mm.

13. The apparatus according to any one preceding
claim, wherein the contracting mechanism (28) com-
prises a housing (44) and a rotatable structure posi-
tioned within the housing (44), which housing is dis-
posed at the first site of the sleeve (26), and wherein
the rotatable structure and the longitudinal contract-
ing member (30) are arranged such that rotation of
the rotatable structure applies the longitudinal con-
tracting force only between the first and the second
sites (34, 36).

14. The apparatus according to any one preceding
claim, wherein the plurality of tissue anchors (38)
comprises between 5 and 20 tissue anchors (38).
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