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(54) VERIFIED PRIVACY MODE DEVICES

(57) A system and method for a privacy mode are
disclosed. A trusted execution environment and general
operating system that has restricted access to the trusted
execution environment are maintained on a processor.
A privacy mode command indicating either one of a first
value and a second value is received. A peripheral control
interface, which is communicatively coupled to the trust-
ed execution environment and otherwise communica-
tively isolated from the general operating system, is dis-

abled when the privacy mode enable indicator has the
first value and is enabled when the privacy mode enable
indicator has the second value. An associated peripheral
is disabled from providing signals to processing circuits
when the peripheral control interface is in the disabled
state and enabled to provide signals to processing cir-
cuits when the peripheral control interface is in the ena-
bled state.
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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to
electronic device operations, and more particularly to re-
liably disabling sub-components of an electronic device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Electronic devices, such as smartphones, com-
puters, and the like, include sensors such as micro-
phones and cameras. Inadvertent or unauthorized acti-
vation of these sensors may be a concern in some envi-
ronments, particularly if privacy or security is a concern.
Many electronic devices include facilities for disabling
these sensors, but these facilities may be subject to un-
authorized circumvention. In some examples, an unau-
thorized activation of sensors such as microphones or
cameras on an electronic device can occur without the
knowledge of the user of the device.

SUMMARY

[0003] Accordingly there is provided a privacy mode
control apparatus, a method, and a privacy device as
detailed in the claims that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] The accompanying figures where like reference
numerals refer to identical or functionally similar ele-
ments throughout the separate views, and which together
with the detailed description below are incorporated in
and form part of the specification, serve to further illus-
trate various embodiments and to explain various princi-
ples and advantages all in accordance with the present
disclosure, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic device with privacy
mode, according to an example;

FIG. 2 illustrates a privacy mode sensor request
process, according to an example;

FIG. 3 illustrates a device privacy plug insertion proc-
ess, according to an example;

FIG. 4 illustrates a privacy plug insertion process,
according to an example;

FIG. 5 illustrates a device sensor control device in-
sertion process, according to an example;

FIG. 6 is a privacy mode disable process, according
to an example; and

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an electronic device and

associated components in which the systems and
methods disclosed herein may be implemented; and

FIG. 8 illustrates a device case view, according to
an example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] Detailed embodiments are disclosed herein;
however, it is to be understood that the disclosed em-
bodiments are merely examples and that the systems
and methods described below can be embodied in vari-
ous forms. Therefore, specific structural and functional
details disclosed herein are not to be interpreted as lim-
iting, but merely as a basis for the claims and as a rep-
resentative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to
variously employ the present subject matter in virtually
any appropriately detailed structure and function. Fur-
ther, the terms and phrases used herein are not intended
to be limiting, but rather, to provide an understandable
description of the concepts.
[0006] The terms "a" or "an", as used herein, are de-
fined as one or more than one. The term plurality, as
used herein, is defined as two or more than two. The term
another, as used herein, is defined as at least a second
or more. The terms "including" and "having," as used
herein, are defined as comprising (i.e., open language).
The term "coupled," as used herein, is defined as "con-
nected," although not necessarily directly, and not nec-
essarily mechanically. The term "configured to" de-
scribes hardware, software or a combination of hardware
and software that is adapted to, set up, arranged, built,
composed, constructed, designed or that has any com-
bination of these characteristics to carry out a given func-
tion. The term "adapted to" describes hardware, software
or a combination of hardware and software that is capable
of, able to accommodate, to make, or that is suitable to
carry out a given function.
[0007] The below described systems and methods op-
erate to improve a user’s privacy, security, and other op-
erational characteristics by providing a user with secured
and verified control over sensors that are part of or that
operate with a device. In an example, an electronic de-
vice, such as a smartphone, tablet, other computing de-
vice, other electronic device, or combinations of these,
include one or more of a microphone, camera, proximity
sensor, light sensor, accelerometer, gyroscope, barom-
eter, thermometer, other sensor, other components, or
combinations of these. In various examples, the electron-
ic devices are able to include electronic devices installed
in fixed location, electronic devices that are portable,
electronic devices suitable for installation in vehicles in-
cluding, but not limited to, motor vehicles (e.g., cars),
aircraft, spacecraft, watercraft, railed vehicles, other ve-
hicles, other types of electronic devices, or combinations
of these. The below systems and methods allow a user
to disable one or more of these devices in a manner that
provides secure and verified feedback that confirms that
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these devices have indeed been disabled and are not
able to provide input to programs or other components
of the electronic device.
[0008] The following examples describe the disabling
and enabling of sensors, such as microphones and cam-
eras, that are controlled or operated by an electronic de-
vice. It is clear that the below described systems and
methods are able to be easily applied to controlling other
electronic device peripherals such as, without limitation,
GPS receivers or location reporting, Near Field Commu-
nications (NFC) devices, Bluetooth interfaces, other pe-
ripherals, or combinations of these.
[0009] The following examples describe systems and
methods that include a computer processor that supports
a trusted execution environment. A trusted execution en-
vironment in an example is an environment that restricts
the ability to modify and access program code and data
that is executed by and accessible to the trusted execu-
tion environment. An example of a trusted execution en-
vironment is implemented as the ARM® Trustzone®
technology as defined by ARM Limited. A trusted execu-
tion environment generally operates along with, but is
separated from, a conventional operating system that is
operating on the same processor, a connected proces-
sor, or both. The trusted execution environment in an
example has access to memory, hardware input/output
signals, and other facilities that are not available to a
conventional operating system that is operating on the
same processor or connected processor.
[0010] In some examples, hardware interfaces are
able to be defined that are exclusively accessible to the
trusted execution environment and that are not available
to other processes such as processes executing in the
general operating system of the processor. These hard-
ware interfaces include hardware control interfaces of
electronic circuits that enable or disable particular pe-
ripherals, such as sensors including microphones, cam-
eras, other devices, or combinations of these. Because
the hardware control interfaces are not accessible to the
general operating system, control to enable or disable
those sensors is limited to processes that execute within
the trusted execution environment. Because these proc-
esses in the trusted execution environment are not able
to be altered by conventional processing, the control of
these peripherals is able to be better trusted.
[0011] In an example, a device may have a physical
switch that is able to place the device into its privacy
mode. In its privacy mode, selected peripherals, such as
selected sensors including one or both of microphones
and cameras, are disabled. This physical switch in an
example is electrically connected to an input control line
that is only accessible to the trusted execution environ-
ment. Changing the position of this physical switch in an
example drives an input to the trusted execution environ-
ment that triggers an event to cause processing to enable
or disable the privacy mode of the device based on the
position of that physical switch. Alternatively, the trusted
execution environment is able to check the state of the

switch when particular functions, such as activating a set
of specified sensors or other peripherals, is requested to
be performed. The physical switch is also able to be
polled at various times to ensure that the specified pe-
ripherals are properly disabled based on the position of
the switch. In an example, such a physical switch is re-
ferred to as a privacy switch. When the privacy switch is
in a position that indicates certain peripherals, such as
certain sensors, are to be disabled, the device is said to
be in a privacy mode and the specified sensors are dis-
abled. In an example, a user of the electronic device is
able to look at the position of the privacy switch to readily
determine if the privacy mode of the electronic device is
enabled or disabled, and thus if specified sensors are
positively disabled.
[0012] As an alternative to the above described phys-
ical switch, a privacy device may be coupled to a com-
munications connector of the electronic device with pe-
ripherals, such as sensors, that are to be disabled or
otherwise controlled. Connecting a privacy device to the
communications connector in an example causes the
electronic device to enable its privacy mode and thus
disable specified peripherals, such as sensors. In various
examples, a privacy device is able to connect into any
suitable communications connector, such as a Universal
Serial Bus (USB) connector, an audio connector, any oth-
er connector, or combinations of these. In further exam-
ples, the communications connector is able to include a
wireless communications link, such as a Bluetooth® link,
and coupling to such a communications connector is able
to include establishing a wireless communications link
over any suitable protocol.
[0013] The below described systems and methods de-
scribe two examples of privacy devices. One example
privacy device is referred to as a privacy plug and another
privacy device is referred to as a sensor control device.
It is clear that further variations of privacy devices are
able to be used in within the teachings of the following
description. In the below description, privacy devices in-
cluding both the privacy plug and the sensor control de-
vice are plugged into a communications connector of an
electronic device and communicate with processes in the
trusted execution environment of that electronic device
to cause processes in the trusted execution environment
to enable or disable the privacy mode of the device. Both
the privacy plug and sensor control device are able to
operate to provide a verified indication that the electronic
device has enabled its privacy mode. As is described in
further detail below, the sensor control device is generally
able to perform additional functions as compared to the
functions performed by the privacy plug beyond com-
manding and verifying the enablement of the privacy
mode of the electronic device.
[0014] In an example, the communications link is able
to include an audio jack, such as a standard 3.5 mm audio
jack. A privacy device that plugs into an audio jack in an
example does not contain a microphone and is detecta-
ble by, for example, particular characteristics presented
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on the audio lines of the 3.5 mm audio jack. For example,
particular impedances are able to be presented on the
microphone and left/right stereo channels. Alternatively,
a repeating signal is able to be presented on those audio
lines such as a fixed sequence of headset button presses.
In an example, the privacy device is able to be relatively
small and extends just far enough so that it can be
grasped and removed. A privacy device in an example
has low power consumption and has an LED. In the case
of a communications connector that is a 3.5mm audio
jack, the privacy device is able to be designed to drawn
sufficiently low power levels so as to allow it to be pow-
ered by a microphone bias signal provided by the audio
jack. In further examples, a small battery or other power
source may be included to provide power during in-
creased power demands. In an example, the brightness
and blinking duty cycle of an indicator LED can be chosen
to allow the microphone bias current to properly supply
the demands of the privacy device. In some examples,
the privacy device is able to securely store a cryptograph-
ic key and perform cryptographic operations.
[0015] Privacy devices in some examples are imple-
mented as USB peripherals. In this case, USB protocol
is able to identify the type of device that is inserted into
a USB port. When a privacy device in the form of a USB
peripheral is inserted into a USB port, it is identified and
the host processor of the device into which the privacy
device is inserted is directed to perform processing as-
sociated with the identified privacy device. For example,
different processing may be performed in response to
identifying different types of privacy devices, such as a
privacy plug or sensor control device. In the case of a
USB device, the privacy device may receive power via
the USB interface as well.
[0016] As is described in further detail below, various
processing is able to be performed by the host processor
in response to insertion of a privacy device. In general,
insertion of a privacy device into a communications con-
nector of a device causes that device to enter into a pri-
vacy mode. As discussed above, privacy mode is also
able to be entered by use of a hardware switch. In an
example, a privacy device is able to include an indicator,
such as an LED, other visual indictor, audible indicator,
other indicator, or combinations of these, that confirm
that the device has successfully entered its privacy mode.
In an example, the privacy device communicates with
secure and trusted application software in the trusted ex-
ecution environment to verify that the device has been
successfully configured into its privacy mode. As is de-
scribed below, verification is achieved in some examples
with the aid of cryptographic verification techniques be-
tween the trusted execution environment and the privacy
device.
[0017] In an example, the state of peripherals that are
disabled or otherwise placed in particular states when
the device is placed into its privacy mode is able to be
configured by various techniques. In some examples, the
particular states for various peripherals when the privacy

mode is enabled is set by security policies, other config-
uration mechanisms, or combinations of these. In an ex-
ample, the privacy device is able to specify the state of
various device functions while the privacy mode is ena-
bled, such as disabling one or more of all microphones
or cameras. In an example, a secure user interface may
be provided to allow configuring what happens, such as
which devices are to be disabled, when the device is in
its privacy mode. In an example, the trusted execution
environment is able to provide processing to drive this
user interface and receive inputs to configure these var-
ious states.
[0018] In an example, the trusted execution environ-
ment is also able to provide an output on the electronic
device, such as illuminating a dedicated secure LED that
is only accessible to the trusted execution environment,
while providing this user interface to allow configuration
of privacy mode configurations. This provides assuranc-
es that this user interface is being provided legitimately
and not, for example, by unauthorized software. In some
examples, the user interface supports choosing to ena-
ble/disable a device’s microphone, camera, or both.
[0019] When the device is in its privacy mode, the trust-
ed execution environment disables any hardware ac-
cording to the settings previously configured via the user
interface. When the privacy mode is terminated, by var-
ious techniques as are described below, the trusted ex-
ecution environment makes the appropriate changes to
the hardware configurations. In some examples, the
trusted execution environment provides a notification to
the general operating system of the device so that the
present privacy mode state can be reflected appropriate-
ly by the general user interface, indicated to processes
executing in the general operating system, for other pur-
poses, or combinations of these.
[0020] In an example, existing software Application
Program Interfaces (APIs) that turn on/off peripherals
that may be restricted when the privacy mode is enabled,
such as APIs to control or use microphones and cameras,
are modified to be routed through the trusted execution
environment. When a peripheral, such as a microphone
or camera, is in use at the time that the privacy mode for
the electronic device is enabled, that peripheral is disa-
bled according to the configuration of the privacy mode
for that device when the privacy mode is entered. All ap-
plication permissions for such peripherals are revoked in
an example. Applications designed with knowledge of
privacy mode operations in an example are able to reg-
ister for notification of activation of the privacy mode
event to facilitate graceful handling of the shutdown of
peripherals. In an example, applications not designed
specifically to support privacy mode will behave as
though the user has revoked permission for that periph-
eral when the privacy mode is enabled.
[0021] The status of various peripherals when privacy
mode is enabled is able to be indicated by various tech-
niques. For example, an LED that is controlled by the
trusted execution environment is able to flash different
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colors depending on which hardware components are
currently enabled even though the privacy mode is ena-
bled. For example, an LED is able to be configured to
flash blue for Bluetooth, green for camera, and alternat-
ing between colors if multiple components are enabled.
[0022] In an example, a privacy device is inserted into
a communications connector of an electronic device with
a host processor that includes a trusted execution envi-
ronment. Upon detection of this insertion, the trusted ex-
ecution environment sends a cryptographic certificate to
the privacy device. The privacy device in an example
verifies the certificate chain to confirm the certificate is
received from a properly configured trusted execution
environment within an expected electronic device. The
privacy device in an example then sends a request to the
trusted execution environment to turn off specified pe-
ripherals, such as one or more of a camera and micro-
phone. In an example, the request is conveyed through
a communications connector, such as the audio jack or
the USB port of the electronic device, and the associated
communications driver in the general operating system
of the host processor forwards this request to the trusted
execution environment. The trusted execution environ-
ment then performs the command and disables the spec-
ified peripherals. The trusted execution environment then
signs a response that indicates the specified peripherals
have been disabled. The signed response is sent to the
privacy device and the privacy device verifies the signa-
ture. Upon verification of the signature, an indicator on
the privacy device in one example, such as an LED, is
illuminated in a particular color, such as green, to indicate
successful enablement of privacy mode in the device. If
no response is received, or the signature of the response
is not verified, the indicator in an example is illuminated
in another color, such as red, or not illuminated at all.
[0023] In an example, a sensor control device is able
to include functionality to allow the privacy mode of an
electronic device to be enabled and the privacy mode is
maintained after the sensor control device is removed.
In an example, such a sensor control device is able to
be possessed and used by a security guard for a secure
area. This security guard inserts this sensor control de-
vice into all electronic devices entering the secure area
in order to enable their privacy mode. In an example,
once an electronic device is in its privacy mode, its pri-
vacy mode can only be disabled by again inserting a sen-
sor control device. In a further example, in addition to
disabling privacy mode by again inserting the sensor con-
trol device, some examples automatically disable the pri-
vacy mode of the device after a specified time interval
elapses following enablement of the privacy mode by in-
serting the sensor control device, such as by a security
guard. In such examples, trusted sources of time, e.g.,
time that read from a remote device or time that is main-
tained by a timer that cannot be modified, may be used
to determine that the specified time interval has elapsed.
[0024] In an example, the sensor security device sends
identification information, such as a public key used to

encrypt the commands it sends to the electronic device,
to the trusted execution environment of the electronic
device. The process in the trusted execution environment
that receives this identification information securely
stores that identification information. The process in the
trusted execution environment in such an example only
responds to requests to disable the privacy mode that
are sent from the same sensor control device. In an ex-
ample, the process only responds to requests to disable
the privacy mode that contain identifying data that cor-
responds to the identification data received with the re-
quest to enable the privacy mode. In another example,
the trusted execution environment can disable privacy
mode upon authenticated requests from sensor control
devices authorized to manage privacy mode for a specific
organization or facility. In order to support decryption of
data received from the sensor security device, authenti-
cation of the sensor security device, or both, by the trust-
ed execution environment, any suitable technique is able
to be used to provide, for example, private keys, certifi-
cates, other data, or combinations of these, to the trusted
execution environment.
[0025] In an example, a privacy device is able to be
paired to a particular device implementing a privacy
mode. In an example, the trusted execution environment
is able to create an asymmetric key pair for this purpose
and send the corresponding public key to the privacy
device. In an example, this process is performed before
any malware is likely to be installed on the device. In an
example, this process is able to be performed during
manufacturing of the device and privacy device if the pri-
vacy device is to be shipped with the device. In another
example, this process is able to be performed during an
initial startup of the device before any applications are
installed. Such a process is able to be performed using
a bootROM utility that allows for configuration of device
components before the main OS is started. In an example
of such a process, the privacy device is able to be inserted
and the electronic device is reset. The bootROM in such
an example detects the privacy device before the OS
starts and checks to ensure the keys exist and match. If
the keys do not exist or if the keys don’t match, a new
asymmetric key pair is created and the privacy device is
initialized with the public key of that key pair. In alternative
examples, one or both asymmetric keys are able to be
communicated directly with the trusted execution envi-
ronment in a suitably encrypted form.
[0026] In an example, the communications between a
privacy device and the processes within the trusted ex-
ecution environment are conveyed through communica-
tions drivers operating within the general operating sys-
tem of the electronic device. These drivers are subject
to unauthorized modification that can interfere with the
desired communications between the privacy device and
the trusted execution environment. In an example, an
unauthorized modification to these communications driv-
ers may redirect communications with the privacy device
to, for example, a trusted execution environment of a
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different electronic device. Such redirection may be
through, for example, wireless data communications be-
tween the device into which the privacy device is plugged
and that different electronic device. In this scenario, the
trusted execution environment of the electronic device
into which the privacy device is plugged will not interact
with the privacy device at all. In an example, such redi-
rection may cause the valid enablement of privacy mode
on that remote electronic device and that remote elec-
tronic device will send a valid response to the privacy
device confirming enablement of the privacy mode, but
the privacy mode on the electronic device into which the
privacy device is inserted is not enabled. As such, sen-
sors of the electronic device into which the privacy device
is inserted will continue to operate.
[0027] In an example, a sensor control device is able
to be configured to support additional validation that the
privacy mode of the intended electronic device is actually
enabled. In an example, the sensor control device con-
tains display data that is to be displayed on the electronic
device into which the sensor control device is plugged.
Such display data is an example of validation data. This
display data is able to consist of any suitable data, such
as data defining an image, data defining numeric values,
data defining alphanumeric values or characters, any
other data, or combinations of these. A user, such as a
security guard who will insert the sensor control device
into an electronic device to enable its privacy mode, will
have knowledge of the definition of this display data and
will be able to confirm that the proper data is displayed
by the electronic device. Such knowledge is able to be
by any technique, such as a print out, computer display,
other techniques, or combinations of these. When such
a sensor control device is plugged into the electronic de-
vice, a representation of this display data is displayed on
the electronic device.
[0028] In an example, upon insertion of a sensor con-
trol device that includes display data to be displayed on
the electronic device into which it is inserted, the process
in the trusted execution environment performs additional
processing. Upon detection that such a sensor control
device is inserted into the electronic device, the process
in the trusted execution environment sends a certificate
associated with the electronic device to the sensor con-
trol device. This is an example of sending controller iden-
tification data to the privacy device via the data commu-
nications connector. The sensor control device then ver-
ifies the certificate chain of the certificate it receives to
confirm that the certificate is associated with a proper
electronic device. If the certificate chain is verified, the
sensor control device encrypts the display data using that
received certificate. The sensor control device in an ex-
ample sends to the electronic device both the encrypted
display data and a command to enable the privacy mode
of the electronic device. A process in the trusted execu-
tion environment of the electronic device receives both
encrypted display data and the command and decrypts
the display data based on the certificate it sent to the

sensor control device. The process in the trusted execu-
tion environment causes the decrypted display data to
be presented on the electronic device. This presentation
corresponds to the type of display data conveyed, such
as presentation of an image, numeric values, alphanu-
meric characters, other data, or combinations of these.
A user, such as a security guard who inserted the sensor
control device into the electronic device, is then able to
confirm that the proper data is displayed, and thus verify
that the privacy mode has been enabled on the intended
electronic device. In an example, the trusted execution
environment enforces memory protection to prevent
reading of the decrypted display data by unauthorized
processes, such as those operating outside the trusted
execution environment. Protecting unauthorized proc-
esses from reading the decrypted display data enhances
the integrity of this authentication process and enhances,
for example, the integrity of detecting an unauthorized
redirection of communications between the trusted exe-
cution environment and the privacy device.
[0029] FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic device with pri-
vacy mode 100, according to an example. The electronic
device with privacy mode 100 is an example of an elec-
tronic device that incorporates a privacy mode control
apparatus that provides functionality to place the elec-
tronic device into a privacy mode where certain periph-
erals are disabled and inaccessible to processes execut-
ing on a processor of the electronic device. In an exam-
ple, sensors such as microphones, cameras, other sen-
sors, or combination of these are disabled when the de-
vice is in its privacy mode. As is described below, privacy
mode is able to be enabled or disabled by various tech-
niques. Although this description describes an electronic
device that is capable of enabling its privacy mode in
various ways, various electronic devices are able to use
only one or a subset of these techniques, or are able to
use other techniques, to enable and disable their privacy
modes.
[0030] The electronic device with privacy mode 100
includes a processor 102. The processor 102 supports
execution of a general operating system 106. As is known
by practitioners of ordinary skill in the relevant arts, a
general operating system is able to support execution of
a number of user applications, support programs or soft-
ware processes such as services or daemons, other pro-
grams, or combinations of these. In order to simplify the
depiction and description of the relevant parts of these
examples, the various additional components of a proc-
essor, such as memory, interfaces, support logic, other
components, or combinations of these, are simply de-
picted as the processor 102.
[0031] The processor 102 in this example further sup-
ports a trusted execution environment 104. A trusted ex-
ecution environment in an example provides an isolated
environment where firmware, data, other computational
objects, or combinations of these, are stored, accessed,
executed, otherwise used or manipulated, or combina-
tions of these. In an example, the trusted execution en-
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vironment stores data and program code in a manner
that prohibits or restricts access by processes executing
in the general operating system 106. In an example, proc-
esses executing in the trusted execution environment
provide protected interfaces that allow processes exe-
cuting in the general operating system 106 to exchange
data or other information, such as instructions to execute
functions within the trusted execution environment, with
components in the trusted execution environment. Be-
cause of this relationship between the trusted execution
environment 104 and the general operating system 106,
the general operating system 106 is said to have restrict-
ed access to the trusted execution environment 104.
[0032] In some examples, the trusted execution envi-
ronment 104 is able to have exclusive access to hardware
interfaces. These hardware interfaces are not accessible
to other processes executing on the processor 102 that
are not within the trusted execution environment 104.
These hardware interfaces are able to include, for exam-
ple, hardware input lines, hardware output lines, memory
ranges, other hardware interfaces, or combinations of
these. Because processes operating in the general op-
erating system 106 can only access these hardware in-
terfaces by communicating with processes within the
trusted execution environment 104, and these processes
operating in the general operating system 106 cannot
access those hardware interfaces, these hardware inter-
faces are said to be otherwise communicatively isolated
from the general operating system 106. In some exam-
ples, the configuration of access controls for hardware
interfaces is dynamic, such that the trusted execution
environment 104 is able to have exclusive access to
these hardware interfaces for constrained use-cases
while also being able to assign some of these hardware
interfaces to the general operating system 106 when ex-
clusive access is not required.
[0033] The trusted execution environment 104 in gen-
eral contains a number of functions to support operation
of the electronic device supported by the processor 102.
The electronic device with privacy mode 100 depicts
processes and data within the trusted execution environ-
ment 104 that support the operation and implementation
of the privacy mode of the electronic device. In particular,
the illustrated trusted execution environment 104 in-
cludes a privacy mode controller 140 that performs the
functions associated with enabling, implementing, disa-
bling, other functions, or combinations of these, that are
associated with the privacy mode of the electronic device.
[0034] In an example, the privacy mode controller 140
operates with various components or separate devices
to determine when privacy mode is to be enabled or dis-
abled. In one example, the privacy mode controller 140
has a switch protected interface line 112 connected to a
hardware switch 110. In an example, the switch protected
interface line 112 is a hardware interface that is only ac-
cessible by the trusted execution environment 104. The
hardware switch 110 in this example is able to be moved
between two positions with one position indicating that

privacy mode is enabled, and the other position indication
that privacy mode is disable. The illustrated hardware
switch is an example of a physical switch that is commu-
nicatively coupled to the trusted execution environment
104 and otherwise communicatively isolated from the
general operating system 106 where that physical switch
provides a privacy mode enable indicator to the trusted
execution environment 104. In this example, the privacy
mode enable indicator has a first value based on the
physical switch being in the first position, and a second
value based on the physical switch being in the second
position.
[0035] In some examples, the privacy mode controller
140 interacts with external hardware devices to perform
processing to cause privacy mode to be enabled or dis-
abled as well as provide a reliable indicator that the pri-
vacy mode has been actually enabled. The illustrated
examples depict two such external hardware devices, a
privacy plug 192 and a sensor control device 190.
[0036] In the illustrated example, an external privacy
plug 192 is able to be plugged into a headphone jack 122
of the electronic device with privacy mode 100. The head-
phone jack 122 is an example of an audio connector and
the plug on the external privacy plug 192 that plugs into
the headphone jack 122 is an example of a corresponding
connector. The headphone jack 122 in an example pro-
vides a connection that allows the trusted execution en-
vironment 104 to establish a communications session
with the privacy plug 192 via the communications drivers
160. As is described in further detail below, the privacy
mode controller 140 in an example is able to exchange
data with this privacy plug 192. In an example, the com-
munications drivers 160 are configured to exchange data
via the audio signal lines of the headphone jack 122.
Such data may be encoded as audio, other analog sig-
naling, digital signaling, or a combination of these. The
headphone jack 122 is also configured in an example to
provide power to the privacy plug when it is inserted into
the headphone jack 122. The privacy mode controller
140 exchanges data with the communications drivers
160 via a protected communications interface 114.
[0037] In another of the illustrated examples, an exter-
nal sensor control device 190 is able to be plugged into
a communications connector, such as a USB port 120 of
the electronic device with privacy mode 100. A USB plug
on the sensor control device 190 is an example of a cor-
responding connector for the USB port 120. As is de-
scribed in further detail below, the privacy mode control-
ler 140 in an example is able to establish a communica-
tions session with and exchange data with the sensor
control device 190 through the communications drivers
160 via a protected communications interface 114. Es-
tablishing this communications session with the sensor
control device 190 through the USB port 120 is an ex-
ample of establishing this communications session via a
data communications connector. As is described in fur-
ther detail below, the privacy mode controller 140 is able
to perform a number of operations in conjunction with the
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sensor control device 190 to ensure secure and verified
enablement and disablement of the protected mode of
the electronic device with privacy mode 100.
[0038] In some examples, identifying devices to be re-
stricted from use or which devices whose operations may
be partially restricted when the privacy mode of the elec-
tronic device is enabled are able to be configured. In the
illustrated example, the privacy mode sensor control con-
figuration 142 includes privacy mode configuration data
to define the operation of various peripheral devices. In
the illustrated example, a microphone configuration data
144, a camera configuration data 146, and an other pe-
ripheral configuration data 148 are shown. In some ex-
amples, the privacy mode sensor control configuration
142 is set by various policies or external control mecha-
nisms. In some examples, a user is able to set the con-
figuration of the privacy mode sensor control configura-
tion 142.
[0039] In order to support user configuration of the pri-
vacy mode sensor control configuration 142 in an exam-
ple, the trusted execution environment 104 includes user
interface processing 150. The user interface processing
150 executes within the trusted execution environment
104 and defines data to present on, and receives user
inputs from, the user interface devices 124. The user
interface processing 150 communicates via a protected
UI interface 116 with the user interface driver 162 of the
general operating system 106. The user interface driver
162 drives the user interface devices 124 to present data
to and receive data from a user. The user interface
processing 150 defines user interface elements that al-
low the user to, for example, inspect and modify the con-
tents of the privacy mode sensor control configuration
142 and the data stored in the microphone configuration
data 144, the camera configuration data 146, and the
other peripheral configuration data 148. In an example,
data to be presented to a user is defined by the user
interface processing 150 within the trusted execution en-
vironment 104 and routed through the user interface driv-
er 162. In some examples, the user interface driver 162
is not able to access or alter the data to be displayed that
is stored in the user interface processing 150. In some
examples, of the user input facilities, such as input keys,
touchscreen sensors, and the like, are able to be routed
directly to the trusted execution environment while se-
cure user interface operations are executing in order to
inhibit unauthorized alterations of these user interface
operations.
[0040] When the privacy mode controller 140 enables
the privacy mode, the privacy mode sensor control con-
figuration 142 is instructed to disable the sensors or pe-
ripheral according to the privacy mode configuration data
for that peripheral. For example, if the microphone con-
figuration data 144 indicates the microphone should be
disabled, but the camera configuration data indicated that
the camera should not be disabled, the microphone is
disabled but the camera is not disabled when the privacy
mode of the electronic device is enabled.

[0041] In an example, the microphone driver hardware
180 has a hardware microphone enable control line 170
that is able to inhibit the microphone’s operation. The
camera driver hardware 182 similarly has a hardware
camera enable control line 172 that is able to inhibit the
camera’s operation. The other driver hardware 184 also
has a hardware other driver enable control line 174 that
is able to inhibit the operation of the other hardware. The
illustrated microphone driver hardware 180, camera driv-
er hardware 182, and other driver hardware 184 are ex-
amples of peripheral control circuits that are configured
to control their associated peripherals, such as the mi-
crophone, camera, and other peripheral, respectively.
The hardware microphone enable control line 170, hard-
ware camera enable control line 172, and the hardware
other driver enable control line 174 are examples of pe-
ripheral enablement control interfaces for their respective
peripheral control circuits.
[0042] The hardware control lines for these example
peripheral control circuits are settable between an ena-
bled state and a disabled state. In an example, these
hardware control lines operate a suitable interface of the
peripheral control circuits to enable or disable each de-
vice. For example, these hardware control lines are able
to enable/disable a voltage regular for a particular pe-
ripheral device, enable/disable a load switch associated
with a particular peripheral device, drive a transistor or
other component that provides power to the microphone,
camera, or other hardware, or any combination of these.
In an example, setting one of these hardware control lines
to its disabled state causes that voltage regulator, load
switch, transistor, or combinations of these to remove
power from at least a portion of its associated peripheral
and thus renders the associated peripheral inoperable.
Thus, when the peripheral enablement control interface
is in its disabled state, its associated peripheral is disa-
bled from providing signals to processing circuits. When
these hardware control lines are in their enabled states,
the transistor provides power to the associated peripheral
so the associated peripheral can then provide signals to
processing circuits. When the peripherals, such as the
microphone, camera, or other hardware are enabled, ei-
ther because privacy mode is disabled, or the particular
peripheral is configured to be enabled in privacy mode,
output of those peripherals are sent to sensor drivers 168
of the general operating system 106 and are able to be
used by conventional programs executing therein. In an-
other example, the hardware control lines drive a reset
input to circuitry related to microphone, camera, or other
hardware to render the associated peripheral inoperable.
In another example, the trusted execution environment
104 revokes access by the general OS 106 to hardware
interfaces necessary for the operation of the microphone,
camera, or other hardware to render the associated pe-
ripheral inoperable. In an example, any one or more of
asserting a reset of, de-asserting an enable of, revoking
access to, or removing power from, such a peripheral
device are examples of performing the above described
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control of a peripheral device.
[0043] In an example, either the privacy plug 192 or
the sensor control device 190 provides a privacy mode
enable indicator to the trusted execution environment
104 through the above described communications ses-
sion. The privacy mode enable indicator is able to have
two values, with one value indicating that the privacy
mode should be enabled and another value indicating
that the privacy mode should be disabled. A process with-
in the trusted execution environment 104 sets the appro-
priate peripheral enablement control interfaces, such as
the illustrated hardware control lines, to a disabled state
if the privacy mode enable indicator indicates that the
privacy mode is to be enabled. That process in the trusted
execution environment 104 in an example also sets the
appropriate peripheral enablement control interfaces to
an enabled state based upon receiving a privacy mode
enable indicator indicating that the privacy mode is to be
disabled.
[0044] A user program 164 is shown as executing in
association with the general operating system 106. The
user program 164 is able to be a conventional program.
In this example, the user program 164 requests to use a
sensor, such as the microphone or camera. The user
program 164 uses the sensor API 166 of the general
operating system 106 to request the use of these sen-
sors.
[0045] In an example, the processing associated with
sensor Application Program Interface (API) provided by
the general operating system 106 for all peripherals
whose use might be controlled or restricted when the
device is in its privacy mode are modified to support pri-
vacy mode operations. In one example, the request to
use a sensor is routed from the general operating system
106 to a process within the trusted execution environ-
ment 104 through the request interface 118.
[0046] FIG. 2 illustrates a privacy mode sensor request
process 200, according to an example. The privacy mode
sensor request process 200 depicts an example in which
an application executing on the processor of an electronic
device, such as a process executing in the general op-
erating system 106 described above, requests to use a
sensor that is protected by the privacy mode of the de-
vice. In the illustrated example, the operating system 106
has been modified so that Application Program Interfaces
(API) associated with some peripherals route requests
to use those peripherals through the trusted execution
environment 104. In the above described electronic de-
vice with privacy mode 100, the user program 164 is an
example of a process that would request to use a sensor
that is potentially restricted in the privacy mode of the
device. The user program 164 uses the sensor API 166
of the general operating system 106 to request the use
of a sensor. This sensor API 166 has been modified to
use a request interface 118 to send that request to the
privacy mode controller 140. In this example, as is de-
scribed below, the sensor API 166 and the privacy mode
controller 140 at least partially performs the privacy mode

sensor request process 200.
[0047] The privacy mode sensor request process 200
begins by receiving, at 202, a request to use a sensor.
This request in an example is received by the sensor API
166 described above. In some examples, the APIs in the
general operating system 106 for all peripherals whose
use might be controlled or restricted when the device is
in its privacy mode will have modified APIs similar to the
sensor API described herein. In one example, the request
to use a sensor is routed from the general operating sys-
tem 106 to a process within the trusted execution envi-
ronment 104 through the request interface 118.
[0048] The request is received, at 204, in the trusted
execution environment. In the above illustrated example,
the privacy mode controller 140 receives this request
through the request interface 118 of the trusted execution
environment.
[0049] A determination is made, at 206, as to whether
the privacy mode of the device is enabled. Various tech-
niques to enable or disable privacy mode are described
in further detail below. In one example, determining
whether the privacy mode is enabled is based sensing
the position of a hardware switch 110. As described
above, the hardware switch 110 is a two position switch
that in one position indicates privacy mode is enabled,
and in the other position indicates that privacy mode is
disabled. The determination at 206 is made in some of
those examples by determining, via the switch protected
interface line 112, the position of the hardware switch
110. In further examples, as is described in further detail
below, the enablement or disablement of the privacy
mode of an electronic device is based on inserting privacy
devices into communications connectors and associated
processing performed at least partially within the trusted
execution environment.
[0050] Returning to the determination at 206, if it is
determined that the privacy mode is not enabled, the re-
quest is allowed, at 210. If it is determined that the privacy
mode is enabled, a determination is made, at 208, if the
requested sensor is authorized to be used when the pri-
vacy mode is enabled. As described above, the privacy
mode sensor control configuration 142 includes config-
uration data to identify which peripheral, such as sensors,
are to be restricted from use in privacy mode, and which,
if any, are able to be used. If it is determined that the
requested sensor is authorized to be used, the request
is allowed, at 210. If it is determined that the requested
sensor is not authorized to be used, the request is denied,
at 212. The privacy mode sensor request process 200
then ends.
[0051] Various examples of processing associated
with different examples of privacy devices are described
below. As described above, two examples of privacy de-
vices are a privacy plug and a sensor control device.
Although the following description refers to a particular
process as being associated with a privacy plug or sensor
control device, it is to be understood that processes sim-
ilar to those described below are able to be associated
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in some examples with any kind or type of privacy devic-
es. As described above, various types of privacy devices,
including privacy plugs and sensor control devices, are
able to be inserted into either an audio jack for commu-
nications with the electronic device, inserted into another
data communications connector such as a USB port for
communications with the electronic device, or both.
[0052] FIG. 3 illustrates a device privacy plug insertion
process 300, according to an example. The device pri-
vacy plug insertion process 300 is an example of a proc-
ess performed at least in part by the privacy mode con-
troller 140 when a privacy plug is plugged into a head-
phone jack 122, or other audio jack, of the electronic de-
vice with privacy mode 100. The device privacy plug in-
sertion process 300 is also able to be performed based
on certain devices being plugged into any communica-
tions connection when the inserted device supports the
verification processing of a privacy plug as is described
below.
[0053] The device privacy plug insertion process 300
begins by detecting that a privacy plug is plugged into a
communications connector. Various techniques for de-
tecting that a privacy plug is plugged into an audio jack
or communications port, such as a USB port, are de-
scribed above. Once a privacy plug is inserted into an
audio jack or other communications connector, the de-
sign of the electronic device performing the device pri-
vacy plug insertion process 300 allows the privacy plug
to communicate with the privacy mode controller 140 to
exchange data to support this process.
[0054] Data is then received, at 304, from the privacy
plug. In an example, the privacy plug sends this data in
response to any suitable trigger, such as detecting inser-
tion into the communications connector, polling by the
privacy mode controller 140, any other trigger, or com-
binations of these. In an example, the privacy plug sends
data that has a random value generated by a processor
within the privacy plug. Such random data is able to be
referred to as a nonce since it is to be used within a
relatively short time duration after it is received.
[0055] Based on receiving the data from the privacy
plug, the sensors are disabled and privacy mode is en-
abled, at 306. Enabling privacy mode in an example is
able to cause various operations to be performed, such
as providing indications to various software components
or user interfaces on the electronic device intended to be
in privacy mode.
[0056] The data that was received from the privacy
plug is electronically signed, at 308. In an example, a
cryptographic electronic signature is able to be made
based upon a private key stored in the electronic device,
such as in the certificate storage 152 of the trusted exe-
cution environment 104 described above. The signed da-
ta is sent, at 310, back to the privacy plug and the device
privacy plug insertion process 300 ends.
[0057] FIG. 4 illustrates a privacy plug insertion proc-
ess 400, according to an example. The privacy plug in-
sertion process 400 in an example is performed by a

processor that is within a privacy plug device.
[0058] The privacy plug insertion process 400 begins
by detecting, at 402, that the privacy plug is plugged into
a communications connector. This detection may be
based on power being detected through the communi-
cations connector, such as a microphone bias voltage
received through an audio plug, other techniques, or a
combination of these.
[0059] Data is generated, at 402, to send to the con-
troller. In an example, a random value, known as a nonce,
is generated as this data. In an example, this data is to
be sent to the privacy mode controller 140 as is described
above. This data is sent, at 406, to the controller.
[0060] Data is then received, at 408, from the control-
ler. In an example, this received data is a verification that
the privacy mode of the electronic device into which the
privacy plug was inserted has been enabled.
[0061] The data received from the controller is verified,
at 410, by using a controller specific key. In an example,
each privacy plug is able to be configured to store a key
that is associated with a particular electronic device. In
an example, this key is the public key that corresponds
to a private key that is stored in the trusted execution
environment of the electronic device and that is used to
sign the nonce data that is returned to the privacy plug
at 408. In general, any key that is able to authenticate
that the received data was signed by a process within
the trusted execution environment 104 of the electronic
device can be used to verify the data received from the
controller. In various examples, any technique is able to
be used to configure the privacy plug with the public key
of the electronic device.
[0062] If the verification of the received data is true, an
indication is provided, at 414, that the sensors have been
disabled. This also indicates that the privacy mode of the
device has been enabled. This indication is able to be,
for example, illumination or flashing of a green LED.
[0063] If the verification is false, then a failure is indi-
cated, at 416. Verification can be determined to be false
in some examples by not receiving any response, not
receiving a valid response, or both, within a particular
time after sending the data, at 406. The indication of Fail-
ure is able to include, for example, illuminating or flashing
a red LED.
[0064] FIG. 5 illustrates a device sensor control device
insertion process 500, according to an example. The de-
vice sensor control device insertion process 500 is an
example of a process performed at least in part by the
privacy mode controller 140 when a sensor control device
is plugged into a communications connection, such as a
USB port. In an example, the device sensor control de-
vice insertion process 500 is performed when the insert-
ed privacy device supports the verification processing
that is described below.
[0065] The device sensor control device insertion proc-
ess 500 begins by detecting, at 502, if a device is plugged
into a port, such as a USB port that is a communications
connector. The USB drivers of various hardware auto-
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matically detect the insertion of a device into a USB port
and triggers processing based on that detection. In an
example, the USB protocol allows identification of the
type of device that is plugged into a USB port. This iden-
tification is able to identify sensor control devices and
control processing to proceed base on that identification.
[0066] A determination is made, at 504, if the inserted
device is a sensor control device. This determination is
made based on the identification determined by the USB
protocol described above, in an example. If it is deter-
mined that the inserted device is not a sensor control
device, the inserted device is handled conventionally, at
540. In an example, the above described processing for
the device sensor control device insertion process 500
is performed by the communications drivers 160 of the
general operating system 106 described above.
[0067] Returning to the determination at 504, if it is
determined that the inserted device is a sensor control
device, a determination is made, at 506, if privacy mode
is enabled. In an example, the determination that the in-
serted device is a sensor control device causes the com-
munications driver to create a channel from the sensor
control device, through the protected communications in-
terface 114, to the privacy mode controller 140 within the
trusted execution environment 104. In this example, the
determination as to whether privacy mode is enabled is
performed by the privacy mode controller 140. In an ex-
ample, the privacy mode controller 140 is able to authen-
ticate data from the sensor control device 190.
[0068] If it is determined that privacy mode is enabled,
processing continues with the privacy mode disable proc-
ess 600, as is indicted by the "A" in FIG. 5 and as is
described in detail below. If it is determined that privacy
mode is not enabled, a determination is made, at 508,
as to whether to send a certificate to the inserted device.
In an example, certain types of sensor control devices
are able to send encrypted data to support verification
processing described below. This certificate is generally
able to be used for various purposes by the inserted sen-
sor control device. In an example, the certificate further
includes a public key that is used by the sensor control
device to encrypt data for verification purposes as is de-
scribed below.
[0069] If it is determined to send a certificate, the cer-
tificate is sent, at 510, to the inserted sensor control de-
vice. In general, communications between the privacy
mode controller 140 of the trusted execution environment
104 and a device inserted into a communications con-
nector, such as a USB port 120, is performed through
the protected communications interface 114 with the
communications drivers of the general operating system
106.
[0070] A command and sensor control device identifi-
cation data are received, at 512. In general, the command
is a command to enable privacy mode in the electronic
device. In some examples, the command may also spec-
ify which peripherals, such as particular sensors includ-
ing a microphone and camera, are to be disabled. The

identification data is able to be any suitable data to iden-
tify the sensor control device. In some examples, the
identification data is able to include one or more certifi-
cates that are part of a change to a trusted root Certificate
Authority (CA). In further examples, the identification data
is able to include a public key that corresponds to a private
key used by the sensor control device. In some examples,
the device identification data is further able to include
data to be displayed on the electronic device in order to
verify that the privacy mode is being enabled on the in-
tended device.
[0071] The sensors are disabled and the privacy mode
is enabled, at 514. Enabling the privacy mode in an ex-
ample controls various processing, such as the determi-
nation described above at 506 as to whether to proceed
with the device sensor control device insertion process
500 or perform the privacy mode disable process 600 as
is described below.
[0072] A confirmation that the received command has
been successfully executed is signed, at 516, based on
a certificate. The signing of this confirmation message is
an example of generating a validated confirmation mes-
sage. In an example, the confirmation is signed based
on a certificate stored within the trusted execution envi-
ronment 104. In various examples, any technique is able
to be used to provide a desired level of authentication of
the confirmation, such as encryption by a particular pri-
vate key whose corresponding public key is stored in the
sensor control device.
[0073] The signed command confirmation is sent, at
518, to the sensor control device. This is an example of
sending, via the data communications connector, the val-
idated confirmation. At least some of the identification
data that was received, as described above at 512, from
the sensor control device is stored, at 520. This identifi-
cation data is used in some examples, as described be-
low, to restrict processing of commands to disable priva-
cy mode to those that originate only from the device that
sent the command to enable the privacy mode. In further
examples, the signed command is able to be authenti-
cated by any suitable technique. In an example, an elec-
tronic device is able to be configured to only respond to
commands that are associated with certificates that are
able to be verified as belonging to certificate chains as-
sociated with a particular organization that is authorized
to enable, disable, modify, or otherwise command priva-
cy mode related features of an electronic device.
[0074] A determination is made, at 522, as to whether
the identification data received from the sensor control
device includes encrypted display data. In an example,
the display data is encrypted by the sensor control device
based on the certificate sent to the sensor control device
as described above at 510. In some examples, the sensor
control device will contain display data that is to be pre-
sented on the display of the electronic device into which
the sensor control device is inserted. Because the com-
munications between the privacy mode controller 140 in
the trusted execution environment 104 is routed through
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the communications drivers 160 of the general operating
system 106, the communications drivers 160 may be
subject to unauthorized modifications. Such modified
communications drivers 160 may interfere with the com-
munications between the sensor control device 190 and
the privacy mode controller 140 in a manner that allows
the sensor control device 190 to receive indications that
the privacy mode of the device has been enabled when
in fact it has not.
[0075] If it is determined that the identification data con-
tains encrypted display data, the display data is decrypt-
ed, at 524. The decrypted display data is presented, at
526. In an example, the privacy mode controller 140 de-
crypts the encrypted display data and sends the decrypt-
ed display data to the user interface processing 150. The
user interface processing 150 sends the data to be pre-
sented to the user interface driver 162 of the general
operating system 106 through a protected UI interface
116.
[0076] After presenting the display data, at 526, or de-
termining that the device identification data does not con-
tain encrypted display data, at 522, the device sensor
control device insertion process 500 ends.
[0077] FIG. 6 is a privacy mode disable process 600,
according to an example. The privacy mode disable proc-
ess 600 is performed when a determination is made, at
506 as part of the device sensor control device insertion
process 500 described above, that the privacy mode of
an electronic device is already enabled when a sensor
control device is inserted into a communications connec-
tor. The privacy mode disable process 600 is the contin-
uation of the indicator "A" in the device sensor control
device insertion process 500. The privacy mode disable
process 600 begins after a device is detected, at 502,
the detected device is determined to be a sensor control
device, at 504, and the privacy mode of the electronic
device has been enabled by prior execution of the device
sensor control device insertion process 500.
[0078] The privacy mode disable process 600 receives
device identification data, 602. In an example, this device
identification data is a subsequent privacy mode com-
mand because it is received subsequent to the privacy
mode enable indicator that enabled the privacy mode on
this electronic device. This device identification data is
received from the sensor control device and, in an ex-
ample, is a cryptographic certificate that uniquely identi-
fies the sensor control device, a public key corresponding
to a private key used by the sensor control device, any
suitable data, or combinations of these. In an example,
the sensor control device also sends a command to dis-
able the privacy mode on the electronic device.
[0079] A determination is made, at 604, if the received
device identification data corresponds to stored device
identification data. In an example, when the privacy mode
of the electronic device is last enabled by a sensor control
device, identification data for that sensor control device
is stored, such as at 520 described above. In further ex-
amples, any suitable identification is able to be used. In

one example, this identification of sensor control device
is able to be based on receiving the same public key from
the sensor control device as was received with the pre-
viously processed request to enable the privacy mode.
[0080] If the received identification is determined to
correspond to the stored identification data, the privacy
mode is disabled, and the electronic device’s sensors
are enabled, at 610. If the received identification is not
determined to correspond to the stored identification da-
ta, an error is indicated, at 608. The privacy mode disable
process 600 then ends.
[0081] FIG. 8 illustrates a device case view 800, ac-
cording to an example. The device case view 800 depicts
a perspective view of a case 802 of an electronic device
that supports the above described privacy modes.
[0082] The device case view 800 depicts a case 802
that has a hardware switch 806 that is an example of the
above described hardware switch 110 described in con-
junction with the electronic device with privacy mode 100.
As described above, the hardware switch 806 is able to
enable or disable privacy modes of electronic device.
[0083] The case 802 in this example also includes a
USB port 808. The USB port 808 is an example of the
USB port 120 discussed above. As discussed above, a
Sensor Control Device 190 is able to be inserted into the
USB port 808 in order to enable or disable privacy mode
for the device contained in the case 802. The case 802
also includes a headphone jack 804 that is an example
of the headphone jack 122 described above. As de-
scribed above, a privacy plug is able to be plugged into
the headphone jack 804 in order to enable a privacy mode
of the device.
[0084] The case 802 in an example houses of a smart-
phone that has a microphone 816 and earpiece speaker
810 to facilitate voice communications. The illustrated
electronic device also has a camera 812. In an example,
the privacy mode of a device is able to modify the oper-
ation of these components, such as by disabling them.
[0085] The case 802 also houses a display 820 that
allows visual information to be presented to a user of the
electronic device. In an example, the display 820 sup-
ports presenting text, graphics, images, other visual pres-
entations, or combinations of these. The display 820 in
an example is able to present graphical user interface
elements to allow a user to receive information from the
electronic device. In some examples, the display 820 in-
cludes a touch sensitive surface that allows a user to
interact with a graphical user interface and provide input
selections to the electronic device.
[0086] FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an electronic device
752 and associated components 700 in which the sys-
tems and methods disclosed herein may be implement-
ed. In various examples, the electronic device 752 is able
to be an example of the above described electronic de-
vice with privacy mode 100. In some examples, electronic
devices support data communications without supporting
voice communications. For example, some electronic de-
vices support data communications via a local data com-
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munications network, such as a WiFi® network. In some
examples, devices may support voice communications
via various techniques, such as Voice over Internet Pro-
tocol (VoIP), using systems such as BlackBerry Messen-
ger® Voice, other voice over data systems, or combina-
tions of these. Such electronic devices communicate with
a wireless voice, text chat, or data network 750 using a
suitable wireless communications protocol. Wireless
voice communications are performed using either an an-
alog or digital wireless communication channel. Data
communications allow the electronic device 752 to com-
municate with other computer systems via the Internet.
Examples of electronic devices that are able to incorpo-
rate the above described systems and methods include,
for example, a data messaging device, a two-way pager,
a cellular telephone with text and data messaging capa-
bilities, a wireless Internet appliance or a data commu-
nication device that may or may not include telephony
capabilities.
[0087] The illustrated electronic device 752 is an ex-
ample electronic device that includes two-way wireless
communications functions. Such electronic devices in-
corporate communication system elements such as a
wireless transmitter 710, a wireless receiver 712, and
associated components such as one or more antenna
elements 714 and 716. A digital signal processor (DSP)
708 performs processing to extract data from received
wireless signals and to generate signals to be transmit-
ted. The particular design of the communication system
is dependent upon the communication network and as-
sociated wireless communications protocols with which
the device is intended to operate.
[0088] The electronic device 752 includes a microproc-
essor 702 that controls the overall operation of the elec-
tronic device 752. The above described processor 102
is an example of the microprocessor 702. The microproc-
essor 702 interacts with the above described communi-
cations system elements and also interacts with other
device systems. In various examples, the electronic de-
vice 752 is able to include one or more of various com-
ponents such as a data storage 706, random access
memory (RAM) 704, auxiliary input/output (I/O) device
738, data port 728, display 734, keyboard 736, earpiece
732, media reader 770, microphone 730, a short-range
communications system 720, a power system 722, an
audio plug 740, other systems, or combinations of these.
[0089] One or more power storage or supply elements,
such as a battery 724, are connected to a power system
722 to provide power to the circuits of the electronic de-
vice 752. The power system 722 includes power distri-
bution circuitry for providing power to the electronic de-
vice 752 and also contains battery charging circuitry to
manage recharging the battery 724 (or circuitry to replen-
ish power to another power storage element). The power
system 722 receives electrical power from external pow-
er supply 754. The power system 722 is able to be con-
nected to the external power supply 754 through a ded-
icated external power connector (not shown) or through

power connections within the data port 728. The power
system 722 includes a battery monitoring circuit that is
operable to provide a status of one or more battery status
indicators, such as remaining capacity, temperature,
voltage, electrical current consumption, and the like, to
various components of the electronic device 752.
[0090] The data port 728 is able to support data com-
munications between the electronic device 752 and other
devices through various modes of data communications,
such as high speed data transfers over optical commu-
nications circuits. Data port 728 is able to support com-
munications with, for example, an external computer or
other device. In some examples, the data port 728 is able
to include electrical power connections to provide exter-
nally provided electrical power to the electronic device
752, deliver electrical power from the electronic device
752 to other externally connected devices, or both. Data
port 728 of, for example, an electronic accessory is able
to provide power to an electronic circuit, such as micro-
processor 702, and support exchanging data between
the microprocessor 702 and a remote electronic device
that is connected through the data port 728.
[0091] Data communication through data port 728 en-
ables a user to set preferences through the external de-
vice or through a software application and extends the
capabilities of the device by enabling information or soft-
ware exchange through direct connections between the
electronic device 752 and external data sources rather
than via a wireless data communication network. In ad-
dition to data communication, the data port 728 provides
power to the power system 722 to charge the battery 724
or to supply power to the electronic circuits, such as mi-
croprocessor 702, of the electronic device 752.
[0092] Operating system software used by the micro-
processor 702 is stored in data storage 706. Examples
of data storage 706 are able to include, for example, flash
memory, magnetic based storage devices, other volatile
or non-volatile data store elements, or the like. Some
examples are able to use data storage 706 that includes
a battery backed-up RAM or other non-volatile storage
data elements to store operating systems, other execut-
able programs, or both. The operating system software,
device application software, or parts thereof, are able to
be temporarily loaded into volatile data storage such as
RAM 704. Data received via wireless communication sig-
nals or through wired communications are also able to
be stored to RAM 704.
[0093] The microprocessor 702, in addition to its op-
erating system functions, is able to execute software ap-
plications on the electronic device 752. A set of applica-
tions that control basic device operations, including at
least data and voice communication applications, is able
to be installed on the electronic device 752 during man-
ufacture. In an example, programs and other data used
to support the processes described above are able to be
installed in the memory of the electronic device 752. Fur-
ther examples of applications that are able to be loaded
onto the device may be a personal information manager
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(PIM) application having the ability to organize and man-
age data items relating to the device user, such as, but
not limited to, e-mail, calendar events, voice mails, ap-
pointments, and task items. The applications are able to
include the above described base applications, which
may be installed during manufacture or from another
trusted and verified source, along with user applications
that may be installed at any time.
[0094] Further applications may also be loaded onto
the electronic device 752 through, for example, the wire-
less network 750, an auxiliary I/O device 738, Data port
728, short-range communications system 720, or any
combination of these interfaces. Such applications are
then able to be installed by a user in the RAM 704 or a
non-volatile store for execution by the microprocessor
702.
[0095] In a data communication mode, a received sig-
nal such as a text message or web page download is
processed by the communication system, including wire-
less receiver 712 and wireless transmitter 710, and com-
municated data is provided the microprocessor 702,
which is able to further process the received data. In
some examples, the electronic device 752 includes a dis-
play, output ports, or combinations of these. In such ex-
amples, the received data is able to be processed for
output to the display 734, or alternatively, to an auxiliary
I/O device 738 or the Data port 728. In examples of the
electronic device 752 that include a keyboard 736 or other
similar input facilities, a user of the electronic device 752
may also compose data items, such as e-mail messages,
using the keyboard 736, which is able to include a com-
plete alphanumeric keyboard or a telephone-type key-
pad, in conjunction with the display 734 and possibly an
auxiliary I/O device 738. Such composed items are then
able to be transmitted over a communication network
through the communication system.
[0096] For voice communications, overall operation of
the electronic device 752 is substantially similar, except
that received signals are generally provided to an ear-
piece 732 and signals for transmission are generally pro-
duced by a microphone 730. Alternative voice or audio
I/O systems, such as a voice message recording system,
may also be implemented on the electronic device 752.
Although voice or audio signal output is generally accom-
plished primarily through the earpiece 732, in examples
of electronic devices 752 that include a display 734, the
display 734 may also be used to provide an indication of
the identity of a calling party, the duration of a voice call,
or other voice call related information, for example.
[0097] The audio plug 740 is able to implement the
headphone jack 122 and its associated functions are dis-
cussed above. The data port 728 is also able to imple-
ment the USB port 120 and its associated functions as
are discussed above. For example, one or both of these
interfaces are able to receive and support interaction with
any suitable privacy device to implement a privacy mode
of the electronic device 752.
[0098] Depending on conditions or statuses of the elec-

tronic device 752, one or more particular functions asso-
ciated with a system circuit may be disabled, or an entire
system circuit may be disabled. For example, if the bat-
tery temperature is low, then voice functions may be dis-
abled, but data communications, such as e-mail, may still
be enabled over the communication system.
[0099] A short-range communications system 720 pro-
vides for data communication between the electronic de-
vice 752 and different systems or devices, which need
not necessarily be similar devices. For example, the
short-range communications system 720 includes an in-
frared device and associated circuits and components or
a Radio Frequency based communication module such
as one supporting Bluetooth® communications, to pro-
vide for communication with similarly-enabled systems
and devices, including the data file transfer communica-
tions described above. The short-range communications
system is also able to include one or more of components
to support communications over wireless links such as
Wi-Fi®, Near Field Communications (NFC), any other
short range link, or combinations of these
[0100] A media reader 770 is able to be connected to
an auxiliary I/O device 738 to allow, for example, loading
computer readable program code of a computer program
product into the electronic device 752 for storage into
flash memory 706. One example of a media reader 760
is an optical drive such as a CD/DVD drive, which may
be used to store data to and read data from a computer
readable medium or storage product such as computer
readable storage media 762. Examples of suitable com-
puter readable storage media include optical storage me-
dia such as a CD or DVD, magnetic media, or any other
suitable data storage device. Media reader 760 is alter-
natively able to be connected to the electronic device
through the Data port 728 or computer readable program
code is alternatively able to be provided to the electronic
device 752 through the wireless network 750.

Information Processing System

[0101] The present subject matter can be realized in
hardware, software, or a combination of hardware and
software. A system can be realized in a centralized fash-
ion in one computer system, or in a distributed fashion
where different elements are spread across several in-
terconnected computer systems. Any kind of computer
system - or other apparatus adapted for carrying out the
methods described herein - is suitable. A typical combi-
nation of hardware and software could be a general pur-
pose computer system with a computer program that,
when being loaded and executed, controls the computer
system such that it carries out the methods described
herein.
[0102] The present subject matter can also be embed-
ded in a computer program product, which comprises
some or all the features enabling the implementation of
some or all of the methods described herein, and which
- when loaded in a computer system - is able to carry out
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these methods. Computer program in the present context
means any expression, in any language, code or nota-
tion, of a set of instructions intended to cause a system
having an information processing capability to perform a
particular function either directly or after either or both of
the following a) conversion to another language, code
or, notation; and b) reproduction in a different material
form.
[0103] Each computer system may include, inter alia,
one or more computers and at least a computer readable
medium allowing a computer to read data, instructions,
messages or message packets, and other computer
readable information from the computer readable medi-
um. The computer readable medium may include non-
transitory computer readable storage medium embody-
ing non-volatile memory, such as read-only memory
(ROM), flash memory, disk drive memory, CD-ROM, and
other permanent storage. Additionally, a computer me-
dium may include volatile storage such as RAM, buffers,
cache memory, and network circuits. Furthermore, the
computer readable medium may comprise computer
readable information in a transitory state medium such
as a network link and/or a network interface, including a
wired network or a wireless network, that allow a com-
puter to read such computer readable information.

Non-Limiting Examples

[0104] Although specific embodiments of the subject
matter have been disclosed, those having ordinary skill
in the art will understand that changes can be made to
the specific embodiments without departing from the spir-
it and scope of the disclosed subject matter. The scope
of the disclosure is not to be restricted, therefore, to the
specific embodiments, and it is intended that the append-
ed claims cover any and all such applications, modifica-
tions, and embodiments within the scope of the present
disclosure.

Claims

1. A privacy mode control apparatus, comprising:

a peripheral control circuit comprising a periph-
eral enablement control interface settable be-
tween an enabled state and a disabled state,

the peripheral control circuit configured to:

disable an associated peripheral from
providing signals to processing circuits
based on the peripheral enablement
control interface being in the disabled
state; and
enable the associated peripheral to
provide signals to processing circuits
based on the peripheral enablement

control interface being in the enabled
state; and

a processor configured to maintain a trusted ex-
ecution environment and a general operating
system that has restricted access to the trusted
execution environment,
the peripheral enablement control interface be-
ing communicatively coupled to the trusted ex-
ecution environment and otherwise communi-
catively isolated from the general operating sys-
tem, and
the trusted execution environment being config-
ured to:

receive a privacy mode enable indicator
having a state indicating either one of a first
value and a second value;
set the peripheral enablement control inter-
face to a disabled state based on the state
of the privacy mode enable indicator indict-
ing the first value; and
set the peripheral enablement control inter-
face to an enabled state based on the state
of the privacy mode enable indicator indi-
cating the second value.

2. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the associated peripheral comprises at least
one microphone or camera, and the peripheral con-
trol circuit disables the associated peripheral by at
least removing power from at least a portion of the
associated peripheral.

3. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 1 or 2,
further comprising a physical switch communicative-
ly coupled to the trusted execution environment and
otherwise communicatively isolated from the general
operating system, the physical switch providing the
privacy mode enable indicator to the trusted execu-
tion environment, the physical switch comprising a
first position and a second position,
the privacy mode enable indicator having the first
value based on the physical switch being in the first
position, and
the privacy mode enable indicator having the second
value based on the physical switch being in the sec-
ond position.

4. The privacy mode control apparatus of any one of
claims 1 to 3, further comprising a data communica-
tions connector configured to receive a privacy de-
vice and to exchange data with the privacy device,
the data communications connector being commu-
nicatively coupled to the trusted execution environ-
ment,
the trusted execution environment being configured
to:
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establish a communications session with the pri-
vacy device via the data communications con-
nector;
receive, from the privacy device, the privacy
mode enable indicator and a device identifica-
tion data;
generate, based on the device identification da-
ta, a validated confirmation of the privacy mode
enable indicator; and
send the validated confirmation.

5. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 4, the
data communications connector comprising at least
one of:

at least one audio connector, and the commu-
nications session being established over audio
communications lines of the audio connector; or
a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connector.

6. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 4 or 5,
the trusted execution environment being further con-
figured to send controller identification data to the
privacy device via the data communications connec-
tor, the controller identification data optionally com-
prising at least one of image data or alphanumeric
data.

7. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 6, the
trusted execution environment being further config-
ured to:

store at least part of the device identification da-
ta;
receive, subsequent to receipt of the privacy
mode enable indicator, a privacy mode com-
mand;
verify the privacy mode command based on the
device identification data;
maintain, based on failing to verify the privacy
mode command, the peripheral enablement
control interface in the disabled state; and
set, based on verifying the privacy mode com-
mand, the peripheral enablement control inter-
face to the enabled state.

8. The privacy mode control apparatus of claim 7 or 8,
the device identification data comprising encrypted
data, the encrypted data comprising validation data
that is encrypted based on the controller identifica-
tion data, and
the trusted execution environment being further con-
figured to:

decrypt the encrypted data based on the con-
troller identification data to obtain the validation
data; and
display a representation of the validation data.

9. A method comprising:

maintaining, within a processor, a trusted exe-
cution environment and a general operating sys-
tem that has restricted access to the trusted ex-
ecution environment,
receiving a privacy mode enable indicator hav-
ing a state indicating either one of a first value
and a second value;
setting a peripheral enablement control inter-
face to a disabled state based on the state of
the privacy mode enable indicator indicting the
first value; and
setting the peripheral enablement control inter-
face to an enabled state based on the state of
the privacy mode enable indicator indicating the
second value,
the peripheral enablement control interface be-
ing communicatively coupled to the trusted ex-
ecution environment and otherwise communi-
catively isolated from the general operating sys-
tem, and

disabling an associated peripheral from pro-
viding signals to processing circuits when
in the disabled state; and
enabling the associated peripheral to pro-
vide signals to processing circuits when in
the enabled state.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the associated pe-
ripheral comprises at least one microphone or cam-
era, and the associated peripheral is disabled by at
least one of asserting a reset of, de-asserting an en-
able of, revoking access to, or removing power from
at least a portion of the associated peripheral.

11. The method of claim 9 or 10, wherein receiving the
privacy mode enable indicator is based upon a po-
sition of a physical switch that is communicatively
coupled to the trusted execution environment and
otherwise communicatively isolated from the general
operating system, being in one of a first position and
a second position,
the privacy mode enable indicator having the first
value based on the physical switch being in the first
position, and
the privacy mode enable indicator having the second
value based on the physical switch being in the sec-
ond position.

12. The method of any one of claims 9 to 11, further
comprising:

establishing a communications session with a
privacy device via a data communications con-
nector;
receiving, from the privacy device, the privacy
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mode enable indicator and a device identifica-
tion data;
generating, based on the device identification
data, a validated confirmation of the privacy
mode enable indicator; and
sending the validated confirmation;

the method optionally further comprising:

sending controller identification data to the pri-
vacy device;
storing at least part of the device identification
data;
receiving, subsequent to receipt of the privacy
mode enable indicator indicating the first value,
a privacy mode command indicating the second
value;
verifying the privacy mode command based on
the device identification data;
maintaining, based on failing to verify the privacy
mode command, the peripheral enablement
control interface in the disabled state; and
setting, based verifying the privacy mode com-
mand, the peripheral enablement control inter-
face to the enabled state.

13. The method of claim 12, the device identification data
comprising encrypted data, the encrypted data com-
prising validation data that is encrypted based on
controller identification data, the method further
comprising:

sending the controller identification data to the
privacy device;
decrypting the encrypted data based on the con-
troller identification data to obtain the validation
data; and
displaying a representation of the validation da-
ta.

14. A privacy device, comprising:

a data communications connector;
a processor, coupled to the data communica-
tions connector, the processor configured to:

store device identification data;
establish a communications session with a
remote device via the data communications
connector;
send at least a portion of the device identi-
fication data to the remote device over the
communications session;
send a request to disable at least one sen-
sor of the remote device over the commu-
nications session;
receive, from the remote device, a validated
confirmation of the request to disable the at

least one sensor;
confirm validation of the validated confirma-
tion based on the device identification data;
and
provide an indication of the validated con-
firmation.

15. The privacy device of claim 14, further comprising a
case,
the indication comprising a visual indication provided
on the case.
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