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(54) TURBOCHARGER ASSEMBLY

(57) A turbocharger assembly can include a shaft
sleeve that includes a bore that extends between a com-
pressor end and a turbine end, outer threads that extend
to a first axial position from the compressor end, and an
outer shoulder at a second, greater axial position from
the compressor end; a lock nut that includes inner threads
that mate with the outer threads of the shaft sleeve and
an axial length that is less than a distance between the
compressor end and the first axial position; and a bearing
assembly that includes at least one inner race axially
located by the outer shoulder of the shaft sleeve and
axially located by the lock nut.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Subject matter disclosed herein relates gener-
ally to shaft assemblies for compressor wheels and for
turbine wheels for internal combustion engines.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A turbocharger can include a rotating group that
includes a turbine wheel and a compressor wheel that
are connected to one another by a shaft. For example,
a turbine wheel can be welded or otherwise connected
to a shaft to form a shaft and wheel assembly (SWA) and
a compressor wheel can be fit to the free end of the shaft.
An electric compressor can include one or more com-
pressor wheels that are connected to a shaft or shafts
that can be driven by an electric motor. As an example,
a shaft that is attached to one or more bladed wheels
may be supported by one or more bearings disposed in
a bearing housing, which may form a center housing ro-
tating assembly (CHRA). During operation of a turbo-
charger or an electric compressor, depending on factors
such as size of various components, a shaft may be ex-
pected to rotate at speeds in excess of 200,000 rpm. To
ensure proper rotordynamic performance, a rotating
group should be well balanced and well supported over
a wide range of conditions (e.g., operational, tempera-
ture, pressure, etc.).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] A more complete understanding of the various
methods, devices, assemblies, systems, arrangements,
etc., described herein, and equivalents thereof, may be
had by reference to the following detailed description
when taken in conjunction with examples shown in the
accompanying drawings where:

Fig. 1 is a diagram of a turbocharger and an internal
combustion engine along with a controller;
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an example of a system
that includes wheels and a shaft;
Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the
system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of an example of an as-
sembly of the system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the
system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the
system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the
system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the
system of Fig. 2;
Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of portions of the sys-
tem of Fig. 2;

Fig. 10 is a series of views of an example of a thrust
collar;
Fig. 11 is a perspective view of an example of the
thrust collar of Fig. 10 that includes a balance cut;
Fig. 12 is a series of views of an example of a collar;
Fig. 13 is a perspective view of an example of the
collar of Fig. 12 that includes a balance cut;
Fig. 14 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of a
turbine side of a system;
Fig. 15 is a series of views of examples of locating
components; and
Fig. 16 is a series of views of examples of locating
components.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0004] Below, an example of a turbocharged engine
system is described followed by various examples of
components, assemblies, methods, etc.
[0005] Turbochargers are frequently utilized to in-
crease output of an internal combustion engine. Refer-
ring to Fig. 1, as an example, a system 100 can include
an internal combustion engine 110 and a turbocharger
120. As shown in Fig. 1, the system 100 may be part of
a vehicle 101 where the system 100 is disposed in an
engine compartment and connected to an exhaust con-
duit 103 that directs exhaust to an exhaust outlet 109,
for example, located behind a passenger compartment
105. In the example of Fig. 1, a treatment unit 107 may
be provided to treat exhaust (e.g., to reduce emissions
via catalytic conversion of molecules, etc.).
[0006] As shown in Fig. 1, the internal combustion en-
gine 110 includes an engine block 118 housing one or
more combustion chambers that operatively drive a shaft
112 (e.g., via pistons) as well as an intake port 114 that
provides a flow path for air to the engine block 118 and
an exhaust port 116 that provides a flow path for exhaust
from the engine block 118.
[0007] The turbocharger 120 can act to extract energy
from the exhaust and to provide energy to intake air,
which may be combined with fuel to form combustion
gas. As shown in Fig. 1, the turbocharger 120 includes
an air inlet 134, a shaft 122, a compressor housing as-
sembly 124 for a compressor wheel 125, a turbine hous-
ing assembly 126 for a turbine wheel 127, another hous-
ing assembly 128 and an exhaust outlet 136. The housing
assembly 128 may be referred to as a center housing
assembly as it is disposed between the compressor
housing assembly 124 and the turbine housing assembly
126.
[0008] In Fig. 1, the shaft 122 may be a shaft assembly
that includes a variety of components (e.g., consider a
shaft and wheel assembly (SWA) where the turbine
wheel 127 is welded to the shaft 122, etc.). As an exam-
ple, the shaft 122 may be rotatably supported by a bear-
ing system (e.g., journal bearing(s), rolling element bear-
ing(s), etc.) disposed in the housing assembly 128 (e.g.,
in a bore defined by one or more bore walls) such that
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rotation of the turbine wheel 127 causes rotation of the
compressor wheel 125 (e.g., as rotatably coupled by the
shaft 122). As an example a center housing rotating as-
sembly (CHRA) can include the compressor wheel 125,
the turbine wheel 127, the shaft 122, the housing assem-
bly 128 and various other components (e.g., a compres-
sor side plate disposed at an axial location between the
compressor wheel 125 and the housing assembly 128).
[0009] In the example of Fig. 1, a variable geometry
assembly 129 is shown as being, in part, disposed be-
tween the housing assembly 128 and the housing as-
sembly 126. Such a variable geometry assembly may
include vanes or other components to vary geometry of
passages that lead to a turbine wheel space in the turbine
housing assembly 126. As an example, a variable geom-
etry compressor assembly may be provided.
[0010] In the example of Fig. 1, a wastegate valve (or
simply wastegate) 135 is positioned proximate to an ex-
haust inlet of the turbine housing assembly 126. The
wastegate valve 135 can be controlled to allow at least
some exhaust from the exhaust port 116 to bypass the
turbine wheel 127. Various wastegates, wastegate com-
ponents, etc., may be applied to a conventional fixed noz-
zle turbine, a fixed-vaned nozzle turbine, a variable noz-
zle turbine, a twin scroll turbocharger, etc. As an example,
a wastegate may be an internal wastegate (e.g., at least
partially internal to a turbine housing). As an example, a
wastegate may be an external wastegate (e.g., opera-
tively coupled to a conduit in fluid communication with a
turbine housing).
[0011] In the example of Fig. 1, an exhaust gas recir-
culation (EGR) conduit 115 is also shown, which may be
provided, optionally with one or more valves 117, for ex-
ample, to allow exhaust to flow to a position upstream
the compressor wheel 125.
[0012] Fig. 1 also shows an example arrangement 150
for flow of exhaust to an exhaust turbine housing assem-
bly 152 and another example arrangement 170 for flow
of exhaust to an exhaust turbine housing assembly 172.
In the arrangement 150, a cylinder head 154 includes
passages 156 within to direct exhaust from cylinders to
the turbine housing assembly 152 while in the arrange-
ment 170, a manifold 176 provides for mounting of the
turbine housing assembly 172, for example, without any
separate, intermediate length of exhaust piping. In the
example arrangements 150 and 170, the turbine housing
assemblies 152 and 172 may be configured for use with
a wastegate, variable geometry assembly, etc.
[0013] In Fig. 1, an example of a controller 190 is shown
as including one or more processors 192, memory 194
and one or more interfaces 196. Such a controller may
include circuitry such as circuitry of an engine control unit
(ECU). As described herein, various methods or tech-
niques may optionally be implemented in conjunction
with a controller, for example, through control logic. Con-
trol logic may depend on one or more engine operating
conditions (e.g., turbo rpm, engine rpm, temperature,
load, lubricant, cooling, etc.). For example, sensors may

transmit information to the controller 190 via the one or
more interfaces 196. Control logic may rely on such in-
formation and, in turn, the controller 190 may output con-
trol signals to control engine operation. The controller
190 may be configured to control lubricant flow, temper-
ature, a variable geometry assembly (e.g., variable ge-
ometry compressor or turbine), a wastegate (e.g., via an
actuator), an electric motor, or one or more other com-
ponents associated with an engine, a turbocharger (or
turbochargers), etc. As an example, the turbocharger 120
may include one or more actuators and/or one or more
sensors 198 that may be, for example, coupled to an
interface or interfaces 196 of the controller 190. As an
example, the wastegate 135 may be controlled by a con-
troller that includes an actuator responsive to an electrical
signal, a pressure signal, etc. As an example, an actuator
for a wastegate may be a mechanical actuator, for ex-
ample, that may operate without a need for electrical pow-
er (e.g., consider a mechanical actuator configured to
respond to a pressure signal supplied via a conduit).
[0014] Fig. 2 shows an example of a turbocharger sys-
tem 200 that includes a compressor assembly 240, a
turbine assembly 260 that includes a turbine wheel 270
and a center housing 280 that is disposed between the
compressor assembly 240 and the turbine assembly 260.
In the example of Fig. 2, the center housing 280 can be
an electric motor housing. In the example of Fig. 2, a
compressor inlet 201 and a compressor outlet 203 are
shown as well as a turbine inlet 205 and a turbine outlet
207. Further, an electric motor can be a three phase elec-
tric motor where a three phase connector 208 can be
utilized to electrically connect the electric motor to a three
phase power supply, which may be controlled via three
phase electric motor control circuitry, which may be part
of a computerized control system of a vehicle (e.g., an
engine control unit, etc.). As an example, power may be
supplied via one or more sources. As an example, a
source can be a stored power source (e.g., one or more
batteries) or a source can be a generator or alternator
source that may be driven by an internal combustion en-
gine (e.g., an engine that can produce exhaust gas that
can be directed to the turbine inlet 205).
[0015] Fig. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of a portion
of the system 200 where the system 200 includes an
electric motor assembly 300, a shaft 400, a compressor
side bearing assembly 500 and a turbine side bearing
assembly 700. Fig. 3 also shows a compressor wheel
250 operatively coupled to the shaft 400, a nut 258 op-
eratively coupled to the shaft 400 at or proximate to a
compressor end 402 of the shaft 400, a compressor side
plate 242 (e.g., a backplate), a turbine side plate 262,
the turbine wheel 270 that defines a turbine end 404 of
the shaft 400 (e.g., as a shaft and turbine wheel assembly
(SWA)), a compressor side cartridge housing 290, an
electric motor rotor 310 and an electric motor stator 320.
[0016] As an example, an electric motor assembly may
include a rotor that is a moving component of an electro-
magnetic portion that functions as an electric motor, an
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electric generator and/or an electric alternator. Rotation
of a rotor can be due to interaction between windings and
magnetic fields that produce a torque around a rotor’s
longitudinal, rotational axis. As an example, the system
200 can optionally operate as an electric generator
and/or as an electric alternator. As an example, exhaust
gas may be utilized to generate electricity. As an exam-
ple, the electric motor assembly 300 may optionally be
utilized to apply force to a rotor that may act to resist
rotation of the rotor. As an example, such an approach
may act to limit boost provided by a compressor wheel.
As an example, a system may be a supercharger system
that includes an electric motor and a compressor wheel.
[0017] In the example of Fig. 3, electrical power may
be supplied to the electric motor assembly 300 such that
the electric motor rotor 310 rotates about an axis of the
shaft 400 with respect to the electric motor stator 320. In
such an example, rotation of the shaft 400 can rotate the
compressor wheel 250, which may be utilized to com-
press air, optionally air mixed with fuel and/or exhaust.
[0018] Fig. 4 shows a perspective view of a portion of
the system 200 that includes the electric motor rotor 310,
a compressor side bearing cartridge 610 and a turbine
side bearing cartridge 810. As shown, a sleeve 450 ex-
tends from a compressor side to the turbine side. The
cartridge 610 includes opposing ends 612 and 614 where
a recess 613 can be utilized to azimuthally locate and/or
limit rotation of the cartridge 610 and the cartridge 810
includes opposing ends 812 and 814 where a recess 813
can be utilized to azimuthally locate and/or limit rotation
of the cartridge 810.
[0019] In the example of Fig. 4, the recess 613 is open
to one side whereas the recess 813 is closed. In such an
example, the recess 813 may act to axially locate and/or
limit axial movement of the cartridge 810 and, for exam-
ple, one or more other components that may be opera-
tively coupled to the cartridge 810.
[0020] In the example of Fig. 4, a lock nut 650 is thread-
ed onto the sleeve 450 via mating of internal threads of
the lock nut 650 (e.g., ID threads) and external threads
of the sleeve 450 (e.g., OD threads). The lock nut 650
can be secured via one or more set screws 661-1 and
661-2. For example, the lock nut 650 can be threaded
onto the sleeve 450 to a desired position and/or a desired
torque and then at least one of the set screws 661-1 and
661-2 can be rotated about its axis to contact the sleeve
450 with force sufficient to prevent rotation of the lock
nut 650 with respect to the sleeve 450. As an example,
the lock nut 650 can include features that allow for inter-
action with a tool that can rotate the lock nut 650. As an
example, such features may be axial slots that may also
be passages that can allow for flow of lubricant (e.g., from
a bearing assembly toward a thrust collar).
[0021] Fig. 5 shows a cross-sectional view of a portion
of the system 200 where various compressor side com-
ponents can be seen. In Fig. 5, the compressor wheel
250 is mounted onto the shaft 400 where a thrust collar
540 is disposed at least in part axially between the com-

pressor wheel 250 and at least a portion of the sleeve
450. In such an example, the compressor wheel 250 can
be secured onto the shaft 400 via tightening of the nut
258 (e.g., a shaft nut) such that an axial load is carried
by the thrust collar 540 and the sleeve 450. As shown,
the axial load is not carried by the lock nut 650, which is
threaded onto the sleeve 450.
[0022] More particularly, in the example of Fig. 5, an
axial face surface 254 of the compressor wheel 250 con-
tacts an axial face surface 542 of the thrust collar 540
and an opposing axial face surface 544 of the thrust collar
540 contacts an axial face surface 453 of the sleeve 450.
As show, an axial clearance (e.g., an axial gap) exists
between the thrust collar 540 and an axial face surface
652 of the lock nut 650. In the example of Fig. 5, an axial
clearance (e.g., an axial gap) also exists between an end
259 of the compressor wheel 250 and an end 452 of the
sleeve 450. Thus, in such an example, the compressor
wheel 250 does not directly contact the sleeve 450, rather
the compressor wheel 250 contacts the thrust collar 540,
which contacts the sleeve 450.
[0023] As shown, the plate 242 includes a bore and
the thrust collar 540 is disposed at least in part in the
bore where, for example, seal members such as piston
rings, may be set in annular grooves of the thrust collar
540 to hinder flow of fluid from a compressor side to a
center housing side of the plate 242 and/or vice versa.
In the example of Fig. 5, the compressor wheel 250 ro-
tates with the shaft 400, the sleeve 450, the thrust collar
540 and the lock nut 650.
[0024] Fig. 5 shows the cartridge 610 as being set in
a bore 291 of the compressor side cartridge housing 290
where, for example, one or more seal members 663 and
665 (e.g., O-rings, which may be elastomeric) may be
received in one or more annular grooves to form a seal
between an outer surface of the cartridge 610 and an
inner surface of the bore 291 of the compressor side car-
tridge housing 290. As shown, the cartridge 610 includes
opposing ends 612 and 614, noting that a portion of the
cartridge 610 extends axially inwardly from the end 614
(see, e.g., cross-section view of Fig. 3).
[0025] Fig. 5 also shows a locating plate 910 that in-
cludes a surface 914 that abuts an end surface 292 of
the compressor side cartridge housing 290. As an exam-
ple, the locating plate 910 can be bolted or otherwise
secured to the compressor side cartridge housing 290.
In such an example, a portion of the locating plate 910
is received by the recess 613 of the cartridge 610 such
that rotation of the cartridge 610 is limited (e.g., azimuthal
locating). In such an example, some radial movement of
the cartridge 610 in the bore 291 may occur, for example,
via an extent allowable by the seal members 663 and
665 (e.g., elastomeric O-rings). As an example, such seal
members may define a lubricant space between the car-
tridge 610 and the compressor side cartridge housing
290 such that one or more lubricant squeeze films are
formed. Such films may act to damp vibrations and/or to
transfer heat energy (e.g., via flow of lubricant).
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[0026] As shown in Fig. 5, the cartridge 610 includes
a bore 611 that receives various bearing components,
including components of a first bearing assembly 620
and components of a second bearing assembly 630. As
shown, the bearing assembly 620 includes an inner race
621, an outer race 625 and rolling elements 629 disposed
between the inner race 621 and the outer race 625. As
shown, the bearing assembly 630 includes an inner race
631, an outer race 635 and rolling elements 639 disposed
between the inner race 631 and the outer race 635.
[0027] Components disposed between the first bear-
ing assembly 620 and the second bearing assembly 630
can include an outer ring 641 and an inner ring 645 where
the outer ring 641 includes one or more lubricant pas-
sages 643. Fig. 5 shows an example of the outer ring
641 as including a lubricant passage 643 as an inlet lu-
bricant passage (e.g., lubricant opening) and as including
one or more lower lubricant passages (e.g., lubricant
openings). The outer ring 641 also shows a notch that
can receive a locating pin, which may limit rotation of the
outer ring 641 about the z-axis (e.g., to assure proper
alignment of lubricant features). The cartridge 610 can
include one or more passages 615 that can be in fluid
communication with one or more passages 295 of the
compressor side cartridge housing 290 such that lubri-
cant can be fed to the first bearing assembly 620 and the
second bearing assembly 630 (e.g., via the outer ring
641).
[0028] In the example of Fig. 5, the lock nut 650 may
be considered to be an inner lock nut that axially locates
and/or axially loads the inner races 621 and 631 with the
inner ring 645 therebetween. In the example of Fig. 5, an
outer lock nut 670 includes a bore 671 and outer threads
that mate with inner threads of the bore 611 of the car-
tridge 610. The outer lock nut 670 may be used to axially
locate and/or to axially load the outer races 625 and 635
with the outer ring 641 therebetween. As shown, the car-
tridge 610 includes an axial face surface 618 within the
bore 611 where a surface 638 of the outer race 635 can
abut the axial face surface 618, which may be an axial
stop surface that axially locates the outer race 635.
[0029] As to axial stacking, the surface 638 of the outer
race 635 abuts the axial face surface 618 of the cartridge
610, a surface 644 of the outer ring 641 abuts a surface
636 of the outer race 635, a surface 628 of the outer race
625 abuts a surface 642 of the outer ring 641 and a sur-
face 674 of the outer lock nut 670 abuts a surface 626
of the outer race 625.
[0030] As an example, the lock nut 650 may be adjust-
ed to an axial position, optionally according to an amount
of torque, to axially locate and/or to axially load the inner
races 621 and 631 and the inner ring 645 where the inner
race 631 includes a surface 634 that abuts an axial face
surface 456 of the sleeve 450 (e.g., an annular shoulder
of the sleeve 450).
[0031] As to axial stacking, the surface 634 of the inner
race 631 abuts the axial face surface 457 of the sleeve
450, a surface 648 of the inner ring 645 abuts a surface

632 of the inner race 631, a surface 624 of the inner race
621 abuts a surface 646 of the inner ring 645 and the
surface 654 of the lock nut 650 abuts a surface 622 of
the inner race 621.
[0032] In the example of Fig. 5, the sleeve 450, the
lock nut 650, the inner race 621, the inner ring 645 and
the inner race 631 rotate with the shaft 400 and the com-
pressor wheel 250.
[0033] In the example of Fig. 5, the inner races 621
and 631 and the inner ring 645 can be independent of a
load applied to the compressor wheel 250 and the thrust
collar 540. In such an example, where an inner race may
be relatively thin or otherwise deformable under an ap-
plied load, as may be transferred from a tightened com-
pressor wheel, the inner race is not subjected to such an
applied load. Such an approach can allow for utilization
of a type of bearing assembly that is independent of load
applied axially to a compressor wheel (e.g., load applied
by the compressor wheel 250 to the thrust collar 540 and
to the shaft sleeve 450).
[0034] As an example, a set of angular contact ball
bearing assemblies can be configured in one or more
types of configurations. For example, consider an O-type
configuration, an X-type configuration and a T-type con-
figuration. As an example, bearing assemblies may be
installed in pairs and configured according to how their
outer races are oriented. For example, consider a back
to back configuration known as an O-type configuration,
a face to face configuration known as an X-type config-
uration, and a series configuration known as a T-config-
uration or T-type configuration. In Fig. 5, the bearing as-
semblies 620 and 630 are shown in an X-type configu-
ration where the outer ring 641 is disposed axially be-
tween the outer race 625 and the outer race 635, which
have radially thicker portions that extend to the surfaces
626 and 638, respectively. In such an example, the con-
tact angle for the bearing assembly 620 is oriented from
the ball 629 toward the surface 626 and the contact angle
for the bearing assembly 630 is oriented from the ball
639 toward the surface 638; thus, lines drawn along these
two contact angles form an "X" pattern.
[0035] As an example, bearing assemblies may be ori-
ented in an O-type configuration. For example, the bear-
ing assemblies 620 and 630 may be oriented in a back
to back configuration with the inner ring 645 disposed
between the inner races 621 and 631. In such an exam-
ple, the radially thicker portions of the inner races 621
and 631 at surfaces 624 and 632 may bear a load, which
may be applied by tightening the lock nut 650 on the shaft
sleeve 450 (e.g., to a desired torque, etc.).
[0036] In the example of Fig. 5, the lock nut 650 is
adjusted to be in an axial position that allows the lock nut
650 to axially limit movement of the inner races 621 and
631 and the inner ring 645. The lock nut 650 can be ad-
justed via rotation as threads having a thread pitch can
cause rotation of the lock nut 650 with respect to threads
having a thread pitch of the shaft sleeve 450 to translate
the lock nut 650 axially. The lock nut 650 can hold the
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inner races 621 and 631 and the inner ring 645 to prevent
axial displacement of the bearing assemblies 620 and
630. In an X-type configuration, the outer lock nut 670
may be rotated via mated threads to translate the outer
lock nut 670 axially away from the thrust collar 540 such
that a load may be applied to the outer races 625 and
635 and the outer ring 643.
[0037] As explained above, the bearing assemblies
620 and 630, the lock nut 650 and the outer lock nut 670
may be in one or more configurations where a lock nut
can axially locate and/or apply an axial load. In such ex-
amples, such an axial load can be independent of an
axial load associated with tightening a compressor
wheel. In the example of Fig. 5, the inner races 621 and
631 and the inner ring 643 are secured to rotate with the
sleeve 450 and the outer races 625 and 635 and the
outer ring 641 are secured to the cartridge 610, which
remains relatively stationary with respect to the sleeve
450. As an example, an assembly may include one or
more springs that can be axially positioned to apply a
load to a portion of a bearing assembly or portions of
bearing assemblies.
[0038] Fig. 6 shows a cross-sectional view of a portion
of the system 200 where various axial dimensions are
indicated with respect to surfaces, particularly axial fac-
ing surfaces. Such surfaces include various paired sur-
faces that can be in contact and contribute to axial stack-
up as to various components.
[0039] As shown in Fig. 6, the thrust collar 540 can be
defined by an axial length, the lock nut 650 can be defined
by an axial length, the outer lock nut 670 can be defined
by an axial length, the first bearing assembly 620 can be
defined by an axial length or axial lengths, the outer ring
641 can be defined by an axial length, the inner ring 645
can be defined by an axial length, the second bearing
assembly 630 can be defined by an axial length or axial
lengths, etc.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 6, an axial clearance exists
between the compressor wheel 250 and the sleeve 450
and an axial clearance exists between the thrust collar
540 and the lock nut 650.
[0041] As shown in Fig. 6, the axial length of the lock
nut 650 can be greater than the axial length of the outer
lock nut 670 such that the lock nut 650 extends axially
closer to the thrust collar 540 and such that an extension
913 of the locating plate 910 can extend radially inwardly
to a radial position that is less than an outer radius of the
outer lock nut 670.
[0042] As shown in Fig. 6, the locating plate 910 can
be in contact with the compressor side cartridge housing
290, for example, by being attached to the compressor
side cartridge housing 290 (e,g., via one or more bolts,
etc.). As mentioned, the locating plate 910 can be an
anti-rotation component that can limit rotation of the car-
tridge 610 about the rotational axis of the shaft 400. In
such an example, the outer races 625 and 635 and the
outer ring 641, as well as the outer lock nut 670, can be
limited in their rotation via contact with an inner surface

of the bore 611 of the cartridge 610 while the inner races
621 and 631 and the inner ring 645, along with the lock
nut 650, rotate with the shaft 400 and the sleeve 450
(e.g., and the thrust collar 540).
[0043] Fig. 6 also shows arrows as to lubricant flow
through the compressor side cartridge housing 290,
through the cartridge 610 and into the passages 643 of
the outer ring 641 such that the first bearing assembly
620 and the second bearing assembly 630 can be lubri-
cated (e.g., for lubricant and heat removal). As shown in
Fig. 6, the bore 671 of the outer lock nut 670 defines a
clearance with respect to the lock nut 650 such that lu-
bricant may flow from spaces associated with the first
bearing assembly 620 and the second bearing assembly
630 to a space that is in fluid communication with a drain
(e.g., a lubricant outlet) that can be, for example, a cross-
bore, etc. in the compressor side cartridge housing 290
(see, e.g., Fig. 2).
[0044] Fig. 7 shows a cross-sectional view of a portion
of the system 200 where various turbine side compo-
nents can be seen. In Fig. 7, the turbine wheel 270 is
connected to a hub portion 430 of the shaft 400 to form
a shaft and wheel assembly (SWA). As an example, the
turbine wheel 270 can be welded to the hub portion 430
of the shaft 400. As shown, the hub portion 430 of the
shaft 400 includes annular grooves that can receive one
or more seal members 869 such as, for example, one or
more piston rings. The turbine side plate 262 includes a
bore through which the shaft 400 can be inserted such
that the one or more seal members 869 can contact a
bore surface to hinder flow of fluid from a turbine side to
a bearing side or vice versa. For example, lubricant flow
may be hindered from the bearing side to the turbine side
and exhaust flow may be hindered from the turbine side
to the bearing side. As shown in Fig. 7, the turbine side
plate 262 includes an annular groove that can receive a
seal member 867 such as, for example, an O-ring that
can form a seal with a surface of the center housing 280.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 7, the sleeve 450 includes an
axial face surface 454 that seats against an axial face
surface 432 of the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400. In
such an example, the sleeve 450 is axially supported by
the shaft 400 such that force applied to the compressor
wheel 250, for example, via tightening of the nut 258 on
the shaft 400, applies force to the thrust collar 540, which
applies force to the sleeve 450.
[0046] In the example of Fig. 7, inner races 821 and
831 of a first bearing assembly 820 and a second bearing
assembly 830, respectively, and an inner ring 845 can
be independent of a load applied to the compressor wheel
250 and the thrust collar 540, which can be transferred
via the shaft sleeve 450 to the axial face surface 432 of
the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400. In such an example,
where an inner race may be relatively thin or otherwise
deformable under an applied load, as may be transferred
from a tightened compressor wheel, the inner race is not
subjected to such an applied load. Such an approach
can allow for utilization of a type of bearing assembly that
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is independent of load applied axially to a compressor
wheel (e.g., load applied by the compressor wheel 250
to the thrust collar 540 and to the shaft sleeve 450).
[0047] As mentioned, a set of angular contact ball bear-
ing assemblies can be configured in one or more types
of configurations. For example, consider an O-type con-
figuration, an X-type configuration and a T-type configu-
ration. As mentioned, bearing assemblies may be in-
stalled in pairs and configured according to how their
outer races are oriented (e.g., a back to back configura-
tion known as an O-type configuration, a face to face
configuration known as an X-type configuration, and a
series configuration known as a T-configuration or T-type
configuration). In Fig. 7, the bearing assemblies 820 and
830 are shown in an X-type configuration where the outer
ring 841 is disposed axially between an outer race 825
of the bearing assembly 820 and an outer race 835 of
the bearing assembly 830, which have radially thicker
portions that extend to surfaces 828 and 836, respec-
tively. In such an example, the contact angle for the bear-
ing assembly 820 is oriented from a ball 829 (e.g., rolling
element) toward the surface 828 and the contact angle
for the bearing assembly 830 is oriented from a ball 839
(e.g., rolling element) toward the surface 836; thus, lines
drawn along these two contact angles form an "X" pat-
tern.
[0048] As an example, bearing assemblies may be ori-
ented in an O-type configuration. For example, the bear-
ing assemblies 820 and 830 may be oriented in a back
to back configuration with the inner ring 845 disposed
between the inner races 821 and 831. In such an exam-
ple, the radially thicker portions of the inner races 821
and 831 at surfaces 822 and 834 may bear a load, which
may be applied by tightening the lock nut 850 on the shaft
sleeve 450 (e.g., to a desired torque, etc.).
[0049] In the example of Fig. 7, the lock nut 850 is
adjusted to be in an axial position that allows the lock nut
850 to axially limit movement of the inner races 821 and
831 and the inner ring 845. The lock nut 850 can be ad-
justed via rotation as threads having a thread pitch can
cause rotation of the lock nut 850 with respect to threads
having a thread pitch of the shaft sleeve 450 to translate
the lock nut 850 axially. The lock nut 850 can hold the
inner races 821 and 831 and the inner ring 845 to prevent
axial displacement of the bearing assemblies 820 and
830. In an X-type configuration, the outer lock nut 870
may be rotated via mated threads to translate the outer
lock nut 870 axially away from the hub portion 430 such
that a load may be applied to the outer races 825 and
835 and the outer ring 843.
[0050] As explained above, the bearing assemblies
820 and 830, the lock nut 850 and the outer lock nut 870
may be in one or more configurations where a lock nut
can axially locate and/or apply an axial load. In such ex-
amples, such an axial load can be independent of an
axial load associated with tightening a compressor
wheel. As an example, an assembly may include one or
more springs that can be axially positioned to apply a

load to a portion of a bearing assembly or portions of
bearing assemblies.
[0051] As shown in Fig. 7, at the turbine side, the first
bearing assembly 820 and the second bearing assembly
830 also include the inner races 821 and 831, respec-
tively, which are seated with respect to the shaft sleeve
450 and axially located via the lock nut 850. As shown
in Fig. 7, an axial clearance (e.g., an axial gap) exists
between the lock nut 850 and the hub portion 430 of the
shaft 400. Specifically, the axial clearance exists be-
tween a surface 854 of the lock nut 850 and the hub
portion 430 of the shaft 400 (e.g., the surface 432).
[0052] In the example of Fig. 7, the lock nut 850 is
threaded onto the sleeve 450 via mating of internal
threads of the lock nut 850 (e.g., ID threads) and external
threads of the sleeve 450 (e.g., OD threads). The lock
nut 850 can be secured via a set screw 861 or set screws.
For example, the lock nut 850 can be threaded onto the
sleeve 450 to a desired position and/or a desired torque
and then the set screw 861 can be rotated about its axis
to contact the sleeve 450 with force sufficient to prevent
rotation of the lock nut 850 with respect to the sleeve 450.
[0053] As an example, a system can include one or
more compressor side bearing assemblies that are load-
ed by a compressor side lock nut and one or more turbine
side bearing assemblies that are loaded by turbine side
lock nut. In such a system, the bearing assemblies can
be loaded against a sleeve where inner races of the bear-
ing assemblies rotate with the sleeve. Further, the sleeve
can include a stop surface that can seat a compressor
side thrust collar and, for example, a shaft can include a
stop surface that can seat the sleeve. A sleeve can carry
a compressor wheel load and can carry one or more in-
dependent loads as associated with one or more bearing
assemblies. A compressor wheel load may be a com-
pressive as applied to a sleeve and tensile as applied to
a shaft. A bearing assembly load can be compressive as
applied to a bearing assembly and can be tensile as ap-
plied to a sleeve.
[0054] Fig. 7 shows the cartridge 810 as being set in
a bore 289 of the housing 280 where, for example, one
or more seal members 863 and 865 (e.g., O-rings, which
may be elastomeric) may be received in one or more
annular grooves to form a seal between an outer surface
of the cartridge 810 and an inner surface of the bore 289
of the compressor side cartridge housing 290. As shown,
the cartridge 810 includes opposing ends 812 and 816,
noting that a portion of the cartridge 810 extends axially
inwardly from the end 816 (see, e.g., cross-section view
of Fig. 3) to an end 814. In such an example, some radial
movement of the cartridge 810 in the bore 289 may occur,
for example, via an extent allowable by the seal members
863 and 865 (e.g., elastomeric O-rings). As an example,
such seal members may define a lubricant space be-
tween the cartridge 810 and the housing 280 such that
one or more lubricant squeeze films are formed. Such
films may act to damp vibrations and/or to transfer heat
energy (e.g., via flow of lubricant).
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[0055] Fig. 7 also shows a locating plate 930 that in-
cludes a surface 932 that abuts an end surface 283 of
the housing 280. As an example, the locating plate 930
can be bolted or otherwise secured to the housing 280.
In such an example, an extension 933 of the locating
plate 930 is received by the recess 813 of the cartridge
810 such that rotation of the cartridge 810 is limited az-
imuthally (e.g., azimuthal locating) and such that the car-
tridge 810 is limited axially (e.g., axial locating).
[0056] As shown in Fig. 7, the cartridge 810 includes
a bore 811 that receives various bearing components,
including components of the first bearing assembly 820
and components of the second bearing assembly 830.
As shown, the bearing assembly 820 includes the inner
race 821, an outer race 825 and rolling elements 829
disposed between the inner race 821 and the outer race
825. As shown, the bearing assembly 830 includes the
inner race 831, an outer race 835 and rolling elements
839 disposed between the inner race 831 and the outer
race 835.
[0057] Components disposed between the first bear-
ing assembly 820 and the second bearing assembly 830
include the outer ring 841 and the inner ring 845 where
the outer ring 841 includes one or more lubricant pas-
sages 843. Fig. 7 shows an example of the outer ring
841 as including a lubricant passage 843 as an inlet lu-
bricant passage (e.g., lubricant opening) and as including
one or more lower lubricant passages (e.g., lubricant
openings). The outer ring 841 also shows a notch that
can receive a locating pin, which may limit rotation of the
outer ring 841 about the z-axis. The cartridge 810 can
include one or more passages 815 that can be in fluid
communication with one or more passages 285 of the
housing 280 such that lubricant can be fed to the first
bearing assembly 820 and the second bearing assembly
830.
[0058] In the example of Fig. 7, the lock nut 850 may
be considered to be an inner lock nut that can axially
locate and/or axially load the inner races 821 and 831
with the inner ring 845 therebetween. In the example of
Fig. 7, the outer lock nut 870 includes a bore 871 and
includes outer threads that mate with inner threads of the
bore 811 of the cartridge 810. The outer lock nut 870 may
be used to axially locate and/or axially load the outer
races 825 and 835 with the outer ring 841 therebetween.
As shown, the cartridge 810 includes an axial face sur-
face 818 within the bore 811 where a surface 836 of the
outer race 835 can abut the axial face surface 818, which
may be an axial stop surface that axially locates the outer
race 835.
[0059] As to axial stacking, the surface 836 of the outer
race 835 abuts the axial face surface 818 of the cartridge
810, a surface 842 of the outer ring 841 abuts the surface
838 of the outer race 835, the surface 826 of the outer
race 825 abuts a surface 844 of the outer ring 841 and
a surface 872 of the outer lock nut 870 abuts a surface
828 of the outer race 825.
[0060] As mentioned, the lock nut 850 may be adjusted

to axially locate and/or axially load the inner races 821
and 831 and the inner ring 845 where the inner race 831
includes the surface 832 that abuts an axial face surface
458 of the sleeve 450.
[0061] As to axial stacking, the surface 832 of the inner
race 831 abuts the axial face surface 458 of the sleeve
450, a surface 846 of the inner ring 845 abuts the surface
834 of the inner race 831, the surface 822 of the inner
race 821 abuts a surface 848 of the inner ring 845 and
the surface 852 of the lock nut 850 abuts a surface 824
of the inner race 821.
[0062] In the example of Fig. 7, the sleeve 450, the
lock nut 850, the inner race 821, the inner ring 845 and
the inner race 831 rotate with the shaft 400 and the turbine
wheel 270.
[0063] In the example of Fig. 7, a load applied to bear-
ing assemblies 820 and 830 and the inner ring 845 and/or
the outer ring 841 can be independent of a load applied
to the sleeve 450 via tightening of the nut 258 on the
shaft 400 to secure the compressor wheel 250.
[0064] Fig. 8 shows a cross-sectional view of a portion
of the system 200 where various axial dimensions are
indicated with respect to surfaces, particularly axial fac-
ing surfaces.
[0065] As shown in Fig. 8, the lock nut 850 can be
defined by an axial length, the outer lock nut 870 can be
defined by an axial length, the first bearing assembly 820
can be defined by an axial length or axial lengths, the
outer ring 841 can be defined by an axial length, the inner
ring 845 can be defined by an axial length, the second
bearing assembly 830 can be defined by an axial length
or axial lengths, etc.
[0066] As shown in Fig. 8, an axial clearance exists
between the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400 and the
lock nut 850.
[0067] As shown in Fig. 8, the axial length of the lock
nut 850 can be greater than the axial length of the outer
lock nut 870 such that the lock nut 850 extends axially
closer to the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400 and such
that an extension 933 of the locating plate 930 can extend
radially inwardly to a radial position that is less than an
outer radius of the outer lock nut 870.
[0068] As shown in Fig. 8, the locating plate 930 can
be in contact with the housing 280, for example, by being
attached to the housing 280 (e.g., via one or more bolts,
etc.). As mentioned, the locating plate 930 can be an
anti-rotation component that can limit rotation of the car-
tridge 810 about the rotational axis of the shaft 400 and/or
can be an anti-translation component that can limit axial
translation of the cartridge 810. In such an approach, the
outer races 825 and 835 and the outer ring 841, as well
as the outer lock nut 870, can be limited in their rotation
via contact with an inner surface of the bore 811 of the
cartridge 810 while the inner races 821 and 831 and the
inner ring 845, along with the lock nut 850, rotate with
the shaft 400 and the sleeve 450.
[0069] As an example, the extension 933 of the locat-
ing plate 930 may be inserted into the recess 813 of the
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cartridge 810 and then the cartridge 810 may be drawn
into the bore 289 of the housing 280 and the locating
plate 930 fixed to the housing 280 (e.g., via one or more
bolts, etc.). At the compressor side of the system 200,
the locating plate 910 can be attached such that its ex-
tension 913 aligns with the recess 613 of the cartridge
610. As shown in Fig. 3, the recess 613 can be open at
one side such that the locating plate 910 can be posi-
tioned with its extension 913 aligned with the recess 613
of the cartridge 610. One or more bolts (e.g., or other
attachment components, etc.) may be utilized to fix the
locating plate 910 to the compressor side cartridge hous-
ing 290, which can be fixed to the housing 280. In such
an example, the cartridge 610 is located at least in part
by the locating plate 910 and the cartridge 810 is located
at least in part by the locating plate 930. As an example,
the locating plate 930 can axially locate the cartridge 810
and thereby limit its axial movement in either of two op-
posing axial directions.
[0070] Fig. 8 also shows arrows as to lubricant flow
through the housing 280, through the cartridge 810 and
into the passages 843 of the outer ring 841 such that the
first bearing assembly 820 and the second bearing as-
sembly 830 can be lubricated (e.g., for lubricant and heat
removal). As shown in Fig. 8, the bore 871 of the outer
lock nut 870 defines a clearance with respect to the lock
nut 850 such that lubricant may flow from spaces asso-
ciated with the first bearing assembly 820 and the second
bearing assembly 830 to a space that is in fluid commu-
nication with a drain (e.g., a lubricant outlet) that can be,
for example, a cross-bore, etc. in the housing 280 (see,
e.g., Fig. 2).
[0071] Fig. 9 shows various components of the system
200 of Fig. 2 where a compressor side bearing assembly
510 is loaded onto the sleeve 450 by torque applied to
the lock nut 650 and where a turbine side bearing as-
sembly 710 is loaded onto the sleeve by torque applied
to the lock nut 850. As shown, the compressor wheel 250
applies a load on the sleeve 450 via the thrust collar 540.
As shown, the cartridge 610 is located by a locating plate
910 and the cartridge 810 is located by a locating plate
930.
[0072] In the example of Fig. 9, the sleeve 450 and
bearing assemblies 510 and 710 may be considered to
be a sub-assembly, along with the lock nuts 650 and 850,
which act to locate and load the bearing assemblies 510
and 710, respectively, while the sleeve 450 can bear a
load against the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400 as ap-
plied by the thrust collar 540 and the compressor wheel
250 being in contact with the thrust collar 540 where the
nut 258 or other mechanism may be utilized to load the
compressor wheel 250 with respect to the shaft 400 and
the sleeve 450.
[0073] In the example of Fig. 9, the sleeve 450 can be
a single piece formed of a metal or metal alloy that ex-
tends an axial length between opposing ends 452 and
454 where the end 452 is a free end and where the end
454 is in contact with the hub portion 430 of the shaft

400. As shown, the shaft 400 is received by the bore 451
of the sleeve 450 where one or more pilot portions of the
shaft 400 can be in contact with a surface of the sleeve
450 that defines the bore 451. The bore 451 may include
one or more diameters, one or more features, etc. For
example, the bore 451 can be a stepped bore. Such a
stepped bore can include one or more larger diameter
portions at and/or near an end or ends and can include
a smaller diameter portion over a length that is interme-
diate the larger diameter portions.
[0074] Fig. 10 shows a plan view of the thrust collar
540 and a cross-sectional view of the thrust collar 540
along a line N-N. In Fig. 10, the thrust collar 540 is shown
as including a through bore 541 that extends between
ends 542 and 544. The thrust collar 540 also includes an
outer perimeter 543 (e.g., at a maximum diameter or max-
imum radius), which includes notches 545-1 and 545-2
that are disposed at about 180 degrees from each other
in azimuthal angle about a longitudinal axis of the thrust
collar 540 where such notches can be speed monitoring
features. For example, a speed sensor 1010 can detect
the notches 545-1 and 545-2 where sensed information
may be used to determine rotational speed of the shaft
400. As an example, a thrust collar can include one or
more notches. Where a thrust collar includes a plurality
of notches, they may be located at angles that aim to
balance the thrust collar where removal of material from
a sacrificial portion can be utilized to balance an assem-
bly that is a rotating assembly that includes the thrust
collar.
[0075] In the example of Fig. 10, the thrust collar 540
includes a stem portion 552 and a cap portion 554 where
the cap portion 554 includes a sacrificial portion 556,
which can have, as an example, a substantially triangular
cross-section, which may be an acute triangle (three an-
gles acute, less than 90 degrees) or an obtuse triangle
(one obtuse angle, greater than 90 degrees and two
acute angles). As an example, a largest interior angle of
a triangular shape may be a peak angle or free angle
(e.g., at a free peak of a sacrificial portion).
[0076] As shown, the cap portion 554 also includes a
sensor surface 558, which is disposed at an angle to the
longitudinal axis (z-axis) of the thrust collar 540. As
shown in Fig. 10, the sacrificial portion 556 is formed as
an integral portion of the thrust collar 540. As an example,
the thrust collar 540 may be formed at least in part by
machining stock metallic material (e.g., metal or metal
alloy). The sacrificial portion 556 may be formed and
shaped in a manner that does not introduce an amount
of stress that may give rise to failure of the thrust collar
540 as it rotates, which may be at speeds of tens of thou-
sands revolutions per minute, which may exceed
100,000 rpm.
[0077] The sacrificial portion 556 of the thrust collar
540 can be a substantially continuous annular portion,
which may be interrupted by continuations of the notches
545-1 and 545-2. For example, each of the notches 545-1
and 545-2 may span an azimuthal angle of about 10 de-
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grees such that the sacrificial portion 556 includes two
spans each of about an azimuthal angle of about 175
degrees. As an example, a thrust collar may include a
number of equally spaced sacrificial portions where ma-
terial may be removed from one or more of the sacrificial
portions as part of a balancing process. In such an ex-
ample, removal of the material may impart or form bal-
ance cuts. As shown in Fig. 10, the sacrificial portion 556
is disposed at or near an outermost perimeter of the thrust
collar 540 such that a mass of material removed may
impart a substantial effect on balance. The sacrificial por-
tion 556 is positioned as to reduce structural effect on
the stem portion 552, which can bear a load associated
with tightening of a compressor wheel.
[0078] In Fig. 10, various axial dimensions and radial
dimensions of the thrust collar 540 are shown. In cross-
section, the thrust collar 540 has a J-shape (e.g., a body
of revolution formed by a J-shape which may be rotated
360 degrees) or a hat shape (e.g., a mushroom shape).
[0079] Fig. 10 shows a series of increasing radii r1, r2,
r3, r4, r5, r6 and r7. The sacrificial portion 556 can be
disposed between radii r4 and r7 (see, e.g., Δr as a base
dimension of the sacrificial portion 556) where a peak
radius, rp, may correspond to the radius r5. As an exam-
ple, the radius r6 may correspond to a sensor radius of
the sensor surface 558. Fig. 10 also shows axial dimen-
sions z1, z2, z3 and z4 where the sacrificial portion 556
can be of an axial dimension Δz, which can be equal to
a difference between z2 and z3. As shown in Fig. 10, the
stem portion 552 has an axial length z1 and a radius r2
with a bore 541 having a bore radius r1 while the cap
portion 554 has axial lengths of z4, z3 and z2 over radii
from r2 to r7. The notches 545-1 and 545-2 are shown of
having a radial depth of about a difference between radii
r5 and r7.
[0080] In the example of Fig. 10, the thrust collar 540
includes a r,Θ-plane defined in a cylindrical coordinate
system (r, z, Θ) where the r,Θ-plane is at an axial position
labeled zs, which demarcates the sacrificial portion 556
of the cap portion 554. As shown, the sacrificial portion
556 extends in an axial direction away from the r,Θ-plane
toward the end 542 of the thrust collar 540, which is in
an axial direction toward the compressor wheel 250 in
the system 200. Specifically, in the example of Fig. 10,
the sacrificial portion 566 of the thrust collar 540 can be
positioned as practically close as possible toward the
compressor end of the shaft 400 for the purpose of having
a greater effect on balancing of a rotating group. As an
example, a sacrificial portion can be positioned to avoid
"confusing" a speed sensor (e.g., to avoid interference
with a speed sensor’s ability to sense speed).
[0081] As an example, the speed sensor 1010 can be
pointed at the sensor surface 558 that is substantially
perpendicular to an axis of the speed sensor 1010 (x-
axis). When a metallic material is in proximity to the tip
of the speed sensor 1010, a charge can build up. The
notches 545-1 and 545-2 in the metallic material of the
thrust collar 540 can pass the tip of the speed sensor

1010 and release at least a portion of the built up charge
and circuitry operatively coupled to the speed sensor
1010 or part of the speed sensor 1010 can thereby detect
a rotation of the thrust collar 540, for example, for calcu-
lating the speed of a rotating group. As to a balance cut,
if a cut were made on the outer diameter (e.g., outer
perimeter), the speed sensor 1010 may possibly incor-
rectly read the cut as a notch and increase the count.
[0082] Fig. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of the sac-
rificial portion 556 as defined in part by the radial dimen-
sion Δr, the axial dimension Δz and the peak radius rp.
Material of the sacrificial portion 556 may be removed at
least in part to balance a rotating group where removal
of such material does not interfere with the notches 545-1
and 545-2 and the speed sensor 1010 being able to
sense speed of the thrust collar 540 as it rotates (e.g., to
count full or fractional rotations).
[0083] The sacrificial portion 556 can include a suffi-
cient amount of material to allow for balancing of a rotat-
ing group of a turbocharger such as shown in the system
200 of Fig. 2. As an example, a balancing process or
balancing processes may include cutting the compressor
wheel 250 and/or the nut 258 and/or the thrust collar 540.
[0084] As shown in the example of Fig. 10, the thrust
collar 540 includes annular grooves 547-1 and 547-2 that
can receive seal elements such as, for example, piston
rings, which as mentioned may contact the backplate
242, which can be attached to the compressor side car-
tridge housing 290 (see, e.g., Fig. 3).
[0085] Referring to Fig. 5, the thrust collar 540 may
come into contact with lubricant that exits an annular
space between the lock nut 650 and the cartridge 610
and/or the outer lock nut 670. During operation, such
lubricant may be driven radially outwardly along the end
544 of the thrust collar 540 and then along a surface 559
intermediate the end 544 and the sensor surface 558.
As the lubricant moves radially outwardly, it may be flung
off of the thrust collar 540 and into a space defined in
part by the compressor side bearing cartridge housing
290 and the backplate 242. Such an arrangement of com-
ponents may hinder migration of lubricant along the stem
portion 552 of the thrust collar 540 and toward the com-
pressor wheel 250. As an example, the perimeter 543 of
the thrust collar 540 may form an outermost limit for mi-
gration of lubricant where lubricant is flung radially out-
wardly therefrom. As shown in Fig. 10, the axial dimen-
sion z3 corresponds to the radius r7, which can be seen,
for example, in Fig. 5 as (z3, r7). As seen in Fig. 5, the
sacrificial portion 556 can help reduce migration of lubri-
cant between the backplate 242 and the thrust collar 540.
[0086] Fig. 11 shows the thrust collar 540 as having
material removed as part of a balancing process to there-
by form a balance cut 549. Such a balance cut can be
utilized to help balance a system such as, for example,
the system 200 of Fig. 2.
[0087] As shown, the balance cut 549 is on the sacri-
ficial portion 556 of the thrust collar 540, which does not
interfere with the notches 545-1 and 545-2. Fig. 11 also
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shows the thrust collar 540 as including seal elements
555-1 and 555-2 seated in the annular grooves 547-1
and 547-2. In the example of Fig. 11, the compressor
wheel side of the thrust collar 540 is on the left (shown
without the backplate 242) while the sleeve side of the
thrust collar 540 is on the right (see, e.g., Fig. 3). The
sensor surface 558 is shown along with the surface 559
intermediate the sensor surface 558 and the end 544.
[0088] Referring to Fig. 3, the axial length of the rotating
group including the compressor wheel 250 and the tur-
bine wheel 270 is approximately four times the maximum
diameter of the compressor wheel 250. For example,
consider a maximum compressor wheel diameter of ap-
proximately 90 mm and an end-to-end length of a rotating
group of approximately 370 mm. As an example, a long
rotating group may be approximately three times the
maximum diameter of a compressor wheel. As an exam-
ple, an electric motor may have a length of approximately
100 mm. For example, in Fig. 3, the electric motor as-
sembly 300 may be about 110 mm in length.
[0089] As an example, an electric motor can be rated
with a power rating. For example, consider a power rating
of approximately 5 kW to approximately 100 kW. As an
example, the electric motor assembly 300 can have an
electric motor rated at about 35 kW. As an example, the
electric motor assembly 300 may be rated to achieve a
maximum revolutions per minute of approximately
50,000 rpm or more, 100,000 rpm or more, etc. As an
example, the electric motor assembly 300 may be rated
to achieve more than 100,000 rpm during operation.
[0090] The overall axial length of the rotating group of
the electric assist system 200 tends to be longer than
that of a turbocharger with a center housing that is a
bearing housing without an electric motor. As such, the
longer axial length can make balancing, whether static
or dynamic, more challenging when compared to a tur-
bocharger without an electric motor disposed between a
compressor wheel and a turbine wheel. The thrust collar
540 with its sacrificial portion 566 being positioned rela-
tively close to the compressor wheel 250 can provide for
balancing in addition to one or more other components
that can provide for balancing of the rotating group of the
system 200.
[0091] As to balancing, turbo machinery parts are bal-
anced in an effort to keep the center of gravity along a
rotating axis. When balancing the subassemblies of a
rotating group, many of the components tend to be sub-
stantially cylindrical. Balancing can involve removal of
material, for example, through a process such as grind-
ing. Removing material that is radially close the rotating
axis tends to have relatively little effect to correct balance.
As explained above, the thrust collar 540 includes a sac-
rificial portion 556, which may be more than one portion,
which provides a substantially triangular cross-section of
material that is far enough away, radially, from the rotat-
ing axis to such that removal of material therefrom can
effectuate an improvement in balance. Where a speed
sensor is utilized, a sacrificial portion may be notched,

which may form sacrificial portions (e.g., that span arc
lengths). Where a speed sensor is utilized, a sacrificial
portion or portions may be positioned to be away from a
tip of the speed sensor.
[0092] As an example, a balancing process can include
balancing a subassembly of a system such as the system
200. In such an example, subassembly unbalance may
be calculated through a physical measurement. As an
example, the thrust collar 540 can have material removed
in a specified amount per calculations at a specified angle
about a rotating axis. As an example, the thrust collar
540 may be cut before and/or after installation as part of
a rotating group. For example, an unbalance measure-
ment tool may measure unbalance and a calculation may
be made (e.g., via hand and/or by computer, circuitry,
etc.) that indicates an amount of material (e.g., a mass)
to be removed from a sacrificial portion of a thrust collar.
The material may then be removed from the sacrificial
portion of the thrust collar and the thrust collar installed
on a shaft between a shaft sleeve and a compressor
wheel. The assembly may be measured again as to un-
balance and further adjustments made, as desired. For
example, one or more additional cuts may be made to a
thrust collar and/or one or more other components.
[0093] As an example, a turbocharger, whether with
electric motor assist or without electric motor assist, may
be mounted with respect to an internal combustion en-
gine where a shaft of the turbocharger is substantially
horizontal or where the shaft of the turbocharger deviates
from being substantially horizontal. For example, consid-
er a turbocharger that is mounted where its shaft is at an
angle of about plus or minus three degrees to about plus
or minus 10 degrees from horizontal (e.g., 0 degrees,
which may be defined with reference to gravity), where
a turbine side may be down (plus) or up (minus). In such
an example, the turbocharger may be mounted with a
slope where gravity can affect mechanical and/or fluid
behaviors. For example, as to mechanical behaviors, bal-
ance may be affected and, as to fluid behaviors, flow of
lubricant may be affected.
[0094] As an example, consider a turbocharger that
has a 5 degree slope, with respect to the rotating axis,
with the turbine side down once installed in a vehicle. As
mentioned, such a slope can affect balance and lubricant
behaviors. Where the turbocharger is a long turbocharger
(e.g., about three times to four times compressor wheel
maximum diameter or more in axial length), such as for
an electric motor assist turbocharger, an ability to bal-
ance subassemblies of a rotating group can be desirable.
[0095] As an example, a turbocharger can include a
turbine side collar that includes a ramped portion that
can help to sling lubricant to walls that define an interior
chamber of a housing such that the lubricant can better
collect at a lubricant drain. Such a turbine side collar can
help to reduce an amount of lubricant that may otherwise
have a tendency to escape into a turbine stage, for ex-
ample, for a given installation slope. As mentioned, turbo
machinery parts have to be balanced to keep the center
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of gravity along a rotating axis. When balancing the su-
bassemblies of a rotating group, many components are
cylindrical. To help balance, material can be removed,
through a process such as, for example, grinding. Re-
moving material that is radially close to the rotating axis
tends to have relatively little effect to correct balance. As
an example, a turbine side collar can provide material
that is far enough away, radially, from the rotating axis
such that removal of a portion of such material can make
a balance improvement.
[0096] As mentioned, unbalance may be calculated
and/or measured, for example, via an unbalance meas-
urement tool (e.g., a machine, etc.). As an example, a
turbine side collar can have material removed in a spec-
ified amount and, for example, at a particular angle about
a longitudinal axis of the collar or without regard to angle.
As an example, a cut turbine side collar may be installed
in an angular orientation that allows at least a portion of
the unbalance to be corrected. As an example, a balanc-
ing process or balancing processes may include cutting
the compressor wheel 250 and/or the nut 258 and/or the
thrust collar 540 and/or a turbine side balance collar (see,
e.g., Figs. 12, 13 and 14).
[0097] Fig. 12 shows an example of a balance collar
1240 that may be utilized on a turbine side of the system
200. As shown, the balance collar 1240 includes a
stepped bore 1241 that extends between opposing ends
1242 and 1244 where a shoulder contour 1245 has a
flared shape that matches an exterior surface of the bal-
ance collar 1240. As shown, the balance collar 1240 in-
cludes a perimeter 1243, which is at a maximum diameter
or maximum radius of the balance collar 1240. As shown,
the balance collar 1240 can include a sloped annular end
surface 1247 where the slope is radially inwardly over an
axial distance from the perimeter 1243 toward the end
1244, which corresponds to a turbine end of the balance
collar 1240 (e.g., the end 1242 may be a compressor end
of the balance collar 1240 or an electric motor and/or
electric generator end of the balance collar 1240). As
shown in the example of Fig. 12, the sloped annular end
surface 1247 extends from the perimeter 1243 at the ra-
dius r3 to an edge at a radius re over the axial distance
z4, which may define an angle φ.
[0098] In the example of Fig. 12, the balance collar
1240 includes a stem portion 1252 and a flared portion
1254 that includes a sacrificial portion 1256.
[0099] Fig. 12 shows various dimensions as may be
given with respect to a cylindrical coordinate system, in-
cluding radii r1, r2, r3 and axial lengths z1, z2, z3 and z4.
As shown, the stepped bore 1241 includes a radius r1
over an axial length of about z2, noting that an annular
chamfer can exist at an outer end of the bore 1241 at the
end 1242. Over an axial length z3, the stepped bore 1241
forms an annular axial face 1246 that can be substantially
planar in an r,Θ-plane at an axial z position. The stepped
bore 1241 then has the shoulder contour 1245 as a sur-
face that extends to the end 1244.
[0100] As shown in the example of Fig. 12, the stem

portion 1252 extends between the end 1242 and the an-
nular axial face 1246 and may act as an axially locating
portion of the balance collar 1240. For example, the stem
portion 1252 may be part of an axial stack up of a rotating
group where the balance collar 1240 rotates with the ro-
tating group due to axial force applied to the stem portion
1252. As an example, the end 1242 may be in contact
with the shaft sleeve 450 and the annular axial face 1246
may be in contact with another component such as a seal
collar and/or a hub portion of a shaft (e.g., the hub portion
430 of the shaft 400).
[0101] The sacrificial portion 1256 can be a substan-
tially annular ring portion that may be defined by an axial
dimension z4 between radii rs and r3. The sacrificial por-
tion 1256 may be cut to remove at least some of its ma-
terial to effectuate a balance cut according to an unbal-
ance measurement and/or unbalance calculation. As an
example, a cut may be a straight cut that forms a flat, as
may be defined by a chord of a circle. A chord of a circle
is a straight line segment whose endpoints both lie on
the circle. In such an example, the circle can be the pe-
rimeter 1243 of the balance collar 1240.
[0102] Fig. 13 shows the balance collar 1240 as includ-
ing a balance cut 1249, which is shown approximately
as a flat portion at the perimeter 1243, which may be
defined at least in part by a chord of a circle. Such a
balance cut can be utilized to help balance a system such
as, for example, the system 200 of Fig. 2.
[0103] Fig. 14 shows examples of a portion of a turbine
side of a system 1400 and a system 1401 where each
includes the shaft 400, the shaft sleeve 450, the turbine
wheel 270, the cartridge 810, the bearing assemblies 820
and 830 and the outer lock nut 870 and where the system
1401 includes the lock nut 850.
[0104] As shown in the example system 1400 of Fig.
14, the balance collar 1240 can be positioned with the
end 1242 against the end of the shaft sleeve 450 and the
end of the inner race of the bearing assembly 820 and
with the annular axial face 1246 of the balance collar
1240 against the surface 432 of the hub portion 430 of
the shaft 400 where the hub portion 430 can include one
or more annular grooves 445 that can seat one or more
seal elements such as, for example, one or more piston
rings, which may contact an inner bore surface of a hous-
ing and/or a plate (see, e.g., the plate 262 of the system
200 of Fig. 2). As shown, the balance collar 1240 is
stacked with the rotating group over the axial length z2.
Thus, the balance collar 1240 may be utilized to axially
locate an inner race of a bearing assembly, optionally
without a lock nut such as the lock nut 850.
[0105] As shown in the example system 1401 of Fig.
14, the balance collar 1240 can be positioned between
the end of the shaft sleeve 450 and the axial face surface
432 of the hub portion 430 of the shaft 400 where the
hub portion 430 can include one or more annular grooves
445 that can seat one or more seal elements such as,
for example, one or more piston rings, which may contact
an inner bore surface of a housing and/or a plate (see,
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e.g., the plate 262 of the system 200 of Fig. 2). As shown,
the balance collar 1240 is stacked with the rotating group
over the axial length z2 (see, e.g., Fig. 12).
[0106] As shown in the example system 1400 of Fig.
14, the hub portion 430 proximate to the end 454 of the
shaft sleeve 450 is not in contact with the end 454 of the
shaft sleeve 450, rather, axial force applied to the shaft
sleeve 450 (e.g., via tightening of the nut 258 on to the
shaft 400) is transferred to the hub portion 430 of the
shaft 400, which is a shaft and turbine wheel assembly
(SWA).
[0107] In the example system 1401 of Fig. 14, the end
454 of the shaft sleeve 450 is in contact with the end
1242 of the balance collar 1240 and the annular axial
face 1246 of the balance collar 1240 is in contact with
the axial face surface 432 of the hub portion 430 of the
shaft 400, which is a shaft and turbine wheel assembly
(SWA). As shown in the example system 1401 of Fig.
14, axial force applied to the shaft sleeve 450 (e.g., via
tightening of the nut 258 on to the shaft 400) is transferred
to the axial face surface 432 of the hub portion 430 of
the shaft 400, which is shown as being attached to the
turbine wheel 270.
[0108] Fig. 14 shows arrows that approximate direc-
tions of flow of lubricant to the bearing assemblies 820
and 830 where lubricant may flow axially outwardly be-
tween an annular gap or gaps between the lock nut 850
and the outer lock nut 870 toward the balance collar 1240.
Lubricant can then contact the outer surface of the bal-
ance collar 1240 and migrate axially toward the turbine
wheel 270 and radially outwardly toward the perimeter
1243 of the balance collar 1240, which may include one
or more balance cuts. Lubricant can be flung substantially
radially outwardly away from the balance collar 1240 as
it rotates such that lubricant can more readily flow toward
a lubricant exit with reduced risk of lubricant migrating
toward the seal mechanism that acts to seal a turbine
space with exhaust gas from a bearing space with lubri-
cant.
[0109] As an example, a stem portion of a balance col-
lar can bear a load. As an example, a larger diameter
balance collar can have a larger effect on balance when
cut. As an example, a cut can be a flat cut, which may
help to avoid stress concentration when compared to, for
example, a radial notch. As an example, a disc cutting
tool may be utilized to cut a balance collar. As an exam-
ple, a balance collar can be installed as part of a rotating
group, imbalance measured, the balance collar marked,
the balance collar removed, the balance collar cut and
the balance collar installed at an appropriate alignment
such that the balance collar as cut helps to balance the
rotating group. As an example, a cutting process may cut
a balance collar in situ where a tool can access the bal-
ance collar as part of a rotating group and where vacuum,
a fluid stream, etc., may be utilized to help assure that
debris does not interfere with the rotating group (e.g.,
bearing assemblies, etc.). As an example, where a lock
nut is utilized, a balance collar may be shaped to allow

for line of sight access to a set screw of a lock nut such
that the set screw may be adjusted without having to
remove the balance collar.
[0110] Figs. 15 and 16 show an example of the locating
plate 910 with respect to the compressor side cartridge
housing 290 along with a view of the recess 613 of the
cartridge 610 and an example of the locating plate 930
with respect to the center housing 280 along with a view
of the recess 813 of the cartridge 810. As shown, the
locating plate 910 can include one or more openings
915-1 and 915-2 and the locating plate 930 can include
one or more openings 935-1 and 935-2. Such opening
or openings may be utilized to bolt the locating plate 910
or the locating plate 930 to a housing.
[0111] In Figs. 15 and 16, an arrow is shown, labeled
G, as representing an approximate direction of gravity
(e.g., as the system 200 may be located and mounted in
a vehicle’s engine compartment). Fig. 15 shows a lubri-
cant drain passage as being downwardly located with
respect to gravity and Fig. 16 shows a lubricant drain
passage as being downwardly located with respect to
gravity.
[0112] The locating plate 910 and/or the locating plate
930 may be utilized in a system to provide for anti-rotation
and/or axial retention. For example, such an approach
may be utilized where a threaded pin in a bearing or plate
on an end of a bearing cannot be used, which may be
the case in some types of electric motor assist turbo-
chargers.
[0113] As shown in Fig. 9, the locating plate 910 in-
cludes the extension 913 that extends radially inwardly
and the locating plate 930 includes the extension 933
that extends radially inwardly.
[0114] As shown in Figs. 15 and 16, an extension (e.g.,
a tooth or key) can extend from a plate to stop (e.g., limit)
rotation of a cartridge that includes one or more bearing
assemblies. As mentioned, when an extension is inserted
into a closed recess (e.g., a closed slot), the extension
can also stop (e.g., limit) axial movement.
[0115] As an example, a plate and a recess may be
dimensioned to limit rotation about an axis to a limited
number of degrees and may be dimensioned to limit axial
movement to a limited distance.
[0116] As an example, a plate and a recess may allow
for some amount of radial movement. For example, the
extension 913 of the locating plate 910 can be received
by the recess 613 of the cartridge 610 where some radial
movement of the cartridge 610 may occur, for example,
within limits that may be defined by the seal elements
663 and 665, which may be elastomeric seal elements
that can deform to some extent (see also Fig. 4). Such
deformation may be elastic deformation such that the
elastomeric seal elements can return to an original
shape. As an example, a rotating group can move radially
within some amount of tolerance as may be determined
by various seal elements.
[0117] As an example, the extension 933 of the locat-
ing plate 930 can be received by the recess 813 of the
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cartridge 810 where some radial movement of the car-
tridge 810 may occur, for example, within limits that may
be defined by the seal elements 863 and 865, which may
be elastomeric seal elements that can deform to some
extent (see also Fig. 4). Such deformation may be elastic
deformation such that the elastomeric seal elements can
return to an original shape. As an example, a rotating
group can move radially within some amount of tolerance
as may be determined by various seal elements.
[0118] As an example, the recess 813 of the cartridge
810 can include flat portions and notched corners. Fig.
16 shows a plan view of the recess 813 with the extension
933 received therein where the recess 813 is rectangular
shaped in the plan view (e.g., noting that the recess 813
is arced about the z-axis) where the corners of the recess
813 are notched, for example, via drilling. In such an ex-
ample, corners of the extension 933 may be non-contact
corners in that they cannot contact a surface of the car-
tridge 810 because the corners of the recess 813 are
notched. For example, where the cartridge 810 moves
azimuthally about the z-axis (e.g., in an angular direction
Θ of a cylindrical coordinate system about the z-axis), a
flat surface of the extension 933 (e.g., a side edge sur-
face) and a flat surface of the recess 813 (e.g., a side
wall surface) can contact as the corner notches provide
space to receive the corners of the extension 933. Where
movement occurs in an axial direction along the z-axis
as to the cartridge 810, a flat surface of the extension
933 (e.g., a face surface) and a flat surface of the recess
813 (e.g., a facing wall surface) can contact as the corner
notches provide space to receive the corners of the ex-
tension 933. As an example, the corner notches may be
formed via drilling with a rotating drill bit and may be
formed prior to cutting the recess 813 into the cartridge
810. In the example of Fig. 16, the corner notches may
reduce stress and/or wear during operation of a system
such as the system 200 of Fig. 2.
[0119] As an example, a system can include a plate
as in Fig. 15 and/or a plate as in Fig. 16. As an example,
a system can include a cartridge with a recess and with-
out a plate with an extension. As an example, a system
can include a compressor side bearing assembly in a
compressor side cartridge and a turbine side bearing as-
sembly in a turbine side cartridge. In such an example,
a compressor side locating plate can be utilized to limit
rotation and/or axial movement of the compressor side
cartridge and/or a turbine side locating plate can be uti-
lized to limit rotation and/or axial movement of the turbine
side cartridge. In such an approach, radial movement of
the compressor side cartridge and/or the turbine side car-
tridge may be allowed in a radial direction, which may be
a direction substantially aligned with gravity. Such radial
movement may be limited by one or more lubricant
squeeze films and/or one or more elastomeric (e.g.,
spring or spring-like) members.
[0120] As an example, two plates may provide for lim-
iting azimuthal rotation of two independent cartridges that
include bores that receive ball bearing assemblies. In

such an example, the two plates may work cooperatively
to limit axial movement of the two independent cartridges,
one plate in one axial direction and the other plate in
another, opposing axial direction. As shown in Fig. 16, a
plate and a recess may act to limit axial movement of an
assembly that includes a compressor side cartridge and
a turbine side cartridge. As an example, a turbine side
plate with an extension and a turbine side cartridge with
a recess that receives the extension may be dimensioned
to account for thermal effects (e.g., thermal expansion,
etc.). As an example, as to a compressor side of a system,
temperature and temperature range may be less than at
a turbine side of the system, particularly where an electric
motor assembly may be disposed between the turbine
side and the compressor side of the system.
[0121] As an example, a system may be a fuel cell
system that includes two compressor wheels that can be
disposed on a common shaft, which may be a unitary
shaft or a shaft assembly. Such an approach can include
a motor driven by the fuel cell. As an example, one or
more features described herein may be included in a fuel
cell system that includes one or more compressor
wheels.
[0122] As an example, a cartridge may be made of
steel. For example, the cartridge 610 and/or the cartridge
810 may be made of steel. As an example, a plate or
plates may be made of steel. For example, the plate 910
and the plate 930 may be made of steel. As an example,
a component may be made of a metal, a metal alloy or
another type of material. As an example, materials of
construction may be selected based in part on operation-
al temperature or temperatures. As an example, the
sleeve 450 may be a unitary piece or may be a multi-
piece sleeve.
[0123] A turbocharger assembly can include a shaft
sleeve that includes a bore that extends between a com-
pressor end and a turbine end, outer threads that extend
to a first axial position from the compressor end, and an
outer shoulder at a second, greater axial position from
the compressor end; a lock nut that includes inner threads
that mate with the outer threads of the shaft sleeve and
an axial length that is less than a distance between the
compressor end and the first axial position; and a bearing
assembly that includes at least one inner race axially
located by the outer shoulder of the shaft sleeve and
axially located by the lock nut.
[0124] As an example, a lock nut can include a set
screw that is rotatable to contact the outer threads of a
shaft sleeve. As an example, a bearing assembly can
include a first inner race, a second inner race and an
inner ring disposed axially between the first inner race
and the second inner race.
[0125] As an example, a turbocharger assembly can
include a shaft received in a bore of a shaft sleeve, which
can be a through bore that extend from one end of the
shaft sleeve to an opposing end of the shaft sleeve. In
such an example, the turbocharger assembly can include
a thrust collar and a compressor wheel disposed on the
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shaft where the thrust collar is disposed between the
compressor wheel and the shaft sleeve. In such an ex-
ample, the thrust collar is located by another outer shoul-
der of the shaft sleeve where, for example, an axial clear-
ance can exist between the lock nut and the thrust collar
such that the thrust collar does not contact the lock nut.
Such an approach can allow for locating a bearing as-
sembly without the bearing assembly carrying an axial
load associated with fitting a compressor wheel where a
fitting load may be carried by the thrust collar and the
shaft sleeve, which may contact a hub portion of a shaft
at or near, for example, a turbine end of the shaft sleeve.
[0126] As an example, an assembly can include a car-
tridge that includes a bore where a bearing assembly is
received in the bore of the cartridge. In such an example,
the assembly can include an outer lock nut that includes
outer threads where the bore of the cartridge includes
inner threads that mate with the outer threads of the outer
lock nut. In such an example, the outer lock nut can have
an axial length that is less than the axial length of another
lock nut, which can be an inner lock nut that threads onto
a sleeve to axially locate a bearing assembly received in
the bore of the cartridge.
[0127] As an example, a bearing assembly or bearing
assemblies can include at least one angular contact ball
bearing. As an example, two rolling element bearing as-
semblies, each with an inner race, an outer race and
rolling elements disposed between the inner and outer
races, can be oriented in one or more configurations. For
example, consider an O-type configuration or an X-type
configuration.
[0128] As an example, an assembly can include a shaft
sleeve that includes an electric motor rotor. Such an as-
sembly may be a compressor assembly, a dual-compres-
sor wheel assembly, a turbine assembly (e.g., with a gen-
erator rotor), a turbocharger assembly, etc. As an exam-
ple, an assembly may be an electric turbocharger that
can operate via electrical power and/or exhaust gas from
an internal combustion engine. As an example, an elec-
tric motor stator can be included in an assembly that
drives an electric motor rotor.
[0129] As an example, an assembly can include a shaft
received by a shaft sleeve where the shaft includes a hub
portion and where a turbine end of the shaft sleeve con-
tacts the hub portion. In such an example, the assembly
can include a compressor wheel disposed on the shaft,
a thrust collar disposed on the shaft and a nut disposed
on the shaft where the nut applies a load to the compres-
sor wheel, the thrust collar and the shaft sleeve between
the nut and the hub portion of the shaft. In such an ex-
ample, a bearing assembly that rotatably supports a ro-
tating group that includes the compressor wheel, the nut,
the thrust collar, the shaft and the shaft sleeve can be
independent of the applied load to the compressor wheel,
the thrust collar and the shaft sleeve between the nut and
the hub portion of the shaft. In such an approach, a race
(e.g., an inner race or an outer race) of a bearing assem-
bly can be designed, dimensioned, made of a material

of construction, etc., that does not need to account for
the applied load to the compressor wheel. As an example,
a bearing assembly may be loaded independent of an
applied load to a compressor wheel. As an example, a
bearing assembly may be axially located in a manner
that does not depend on a surface or surfaces of a com-
ponent or components that experience an applied load
to a compressor wheel.
[0130] As an example, a compressor assembly can
include a shaft sleeve that includes a bore that extends
between a first end and a second end and an outer shoul-
der; a shaft received by the bore of the shaft sleeve where
the shaft includes a compressor end; a compressor
wheel disposed on the shaft; and a thrust collar disposed
on the shaft and seated between the outer shoulder of
the shaft sleeve and the compressor wheel where the
thrust collar includes a stem portion and a cap portion
that includes a sacrificial portion. In such an example,
the sacrificial portion of the thrust collar can include at
least one balance cut. A balance cut can be a deviation
in a profile of a sacrificial portion. For example, a sacri-
ficial portion can be formed to have a profile that is rela-
tively consistent about an azimuthal span or spans about
a longitudinal axis of a thrust collar that includes the sac-
rificial portion. A balance cut can be formed via a tool or
tools. For example, a drilling tool or cutting tool may be
utilized to remove material from a sacrificial portion such
that the profile of the sacrificial portion bears indicia of
material removal. When a thrust collar is considered as
part of a rotating group, the shape of the thrust collar,
particularly as to the sacrificial portion including at least
one balance cut, is a shape that can enhance balance
of the rotating group.
[0131] As an example, a cap portion of a thrust collar
can include a sensor notch or sensor notches. In such
an example, a sensor notch may extend through A sac-
rificial portion of the thrust collar.
[0132] As an example, a thrust collar can include an
annular groove about an exterior of a stem portion.
[0133] As an example, a sacrificial portion of a thrust
collar can include a triangular cross-sectional shape
(e.g., as part of a profile or to define a profile of the sac-
rificial portion). As an example, a sacrificial portion can
extend to an outermost perimeter of a thrust collar. In
such an example, a vertex of a triangular cross-sectional
shape may be at the outermost perimeter of the thrust
collar. As an example, a sacrificial portion can extend
axially to an apex, which may be, for example, a vertex
of a triangular cross-sectional shape of the sacrificial por-
tion.
[0134] As an example, an assembly can include a
thrust collar that includes a plane disposed at an axial
position where a sacrificial portion of the thrust collar is
disposed axially to one side of the plane. In such an ex-
ample, the sacrificial portion can be disposed axially to
the side of the plane that is toward a compressor end of
the shaft.
[0135] As an example, a balance cut in a sacrificial
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portion of a thrust collar can be inset radially from an
outermost perimeter of a cap portion of the thrust collar.
[0136] As an example, a compressor assembly can
include a speed sensor. As an example, a compressor
assembly can include a shaft sleeve that is operatively
coupled to a rotor of an electric motor. In such an exam-
ple, a stator may be energized to cause the rotor to rotate
and, for example, rotate a compressor wheel disposed
in a compressor housing that includes a diffuser section
and a volute with an opening for compressed air (e.g.,
air, air and exhaust, etc.).
[0137] As an example, a method can include measur-
ing unbalance of a rotating group of a turbocharger; and,
based at least in part on the unbalance, removing an
amount of material from a sacrificial portion of a thrust
collar. In such an example, the thrust collar can include
a stem portion with a through bore and a cap portion
where the sacrificial portion extends from the cap portion.
As an example, the aforementioned method can include
rotating the rotating group via an electric motor opera-
tively coupled to the turbocharger (e.g., energizing an
electric motor to rotate the rotating group via an electric
motor rotor fit to a shaft of the turbocharger). As an ex-
ample, a turbocharger can include an electric motor
where the electric motor is disposed between a compres-
sor wheel and a turbine wheel of the turbocharger.
[0138] As an example, a turbocharger assembly can
include a shaft sleeve that includes a bore that extends
between a first end and a second end; a shaft received
by the bore of the shaft sleeve where the shaft includes
a compressor end and a turbine wheel that defines a
turbine end; and a balance collar disposed on the shaft
and seated axially between the end of the shaft sleeve
and the turbine wheel where the balance collar includes
a stem portion and a flared portion that includes a sacri-
ficial portion. In such an example, the sacrificial portion
of the balance collar can include at least one balance
cut. A balance cut can be a deviation in a profile of a
sacrificial portion. For example, a sacrificial portion can
be formed to have a profile that is relatively consistent
about an azimuthal span or spans about a longitudinal
axis of a balance collar that includes the sacrificial por-
tion. A balance cut can be formed via a tool or tools. For
example, a drilling tool or cutting tool may be utilized to
remove material from a sacrificial portion such that the
profile of the sacrificial portion bears indicia of material
removal. When a balance collar is considered as part of
a rotating group, the shape of the balance collar, partic-
ularly as to the sacrificial portion including at least one
balance cut, is a shape that can enhance balance of the
rotating group.
[0139] As an example, a balance collar can include a
balance cut defined at least in part by a chord of a circle
where the circle has a radius defined by an outermost
perimeter of the balance collar. In such an example, a
cutting tool, which may be a rotating disk cutting tool,
may remove a portion of the balance collar to form the
balance cut.

[0140] As an example, a balance collar can include a
stepped bore that includes an annular axial face. In such
an example, an axial face surface of a hub portion of a
shaft can be utilized to seat against the annular axial
face. As an example, a balance collar can be loaded be-
tween an end of a component and a hub portion of a
shaft. As an example, in a turbocharger assembly, a bal-
ance collar can be loaded by an axial load between an
end of a shaft sleeve and an axial face surface of a hub
portion of a shaft that is disposed at least in part in a bore
of the shaft sleeve. In such an example, the shaft can
have a turbine wheel welded thereto and can have a com-
pressor wheel fit thereto. For example, consider a com-
pressor wheel with a through bore where a portion of the
shaft is received by the through bore of the compressor
wheel and where a nut may be threaded onto threads of
the shaft to apply a load to the compressor wheel, which
may be, for example, carried by the shaft sleeve and the
hub portion of the shaft with one or more components
disposed along an axial stack-up chain.
[0141] As an example, a sacrificial portion of a balance
collar can be disposed over an axial length of the balance
collar that does not overlap axially with a stem portion of
the balance collar. For example, a stem portion of a bal-
ance collar can be axially offset from a sacrificial portion
of the balance collar. Such an approach may help to de-
couple stress(es) experienced by the sacrificial portion
from effecting the stem portion, which may, for example,
carry an axial load (e.g., as part of an axial stack-up chain
of a rotating group).
[0142] As an example, a sacrificial portion of a balance
collar can be disposed at a radial distance greater than
an outermost radius of a stem portion of the balance col-
lar. As an example, a sacrificial portion of a balance collar
can include a sloped annular end surface, which may be
shape to sling lubricant (e.g., oil, etc.) while the balance
collar is rotating about a longitudinal axis in unison with
a rotating group.
[0143] As an example, a turbocharger assembly can
include a balance collar and a shaft sleeve that is oper-
atively coupled to a rotor of an electric motor. In such an
example, the balance collar can include a balance cut or
cuts that enhance the balance of the turbocharger, as
driven by the electric motor and/or by exhaust gas that
flows through a turbine housing to rotatably drive a tur-
bine wheel.
[0144] As an example, a method can include measur-
ing unbalance of a rotating group of a turbocharger; and,
based at least in part on the unbalance, removing an
amount of material from a sacrificial portion of a turbine
side balance collar. In such an example, the balance col-
lar can include a stem portion with a through bore where
the sacrificial portion is axially offset from the stem por-
tion. For example, a balance collar can have an axial
length where the stem portion has an axial length over
an axial span and where the sacrificial portion has an
axial length over an axial span where the axial spans do
not overlap axially. In such an example, the balance collar
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can include a stepped through bore where an annular
face within the stepped through bore can be utilized to
seat a component where a load may be transferred from
the balance collar to the component. In such an example,
a shaft sleeve may apply a load to the balance collar and
the balance collar may transfer that load to the compo-
nent, which may be a hub portion of a shaft that is re-
ceived at least in part by a through bore of the shaft
sleeve.
[0145] As an example, a method can include rotating
a rotating group via an electric motor operatively coupled
to a turbocharger as part of a balancing process. In such
an example, the turbocharger can include the electric
motor where the electric motor is disposed between a
compressor wheel and a turbine wheel of the turbocharg-
er.
[0146] As an example, a system can include a housing
that includes a bore having a longitudinal axis; a cartridge
disposed in the bore where the cartridge includes a re-
cess; a bearing assembly disposed in the cartridge where
the bearing assembly includes an outer race and rolling
elements; and a locating plate attached to the housing
where the locating plate includes an extension that is
received by the recess of the cartridge. In such an ex-
ample, the cartridge can include the recess as a keyway
and the locating plate can include the extension as a key
where the key can be received at least in part by the
keyway.
[0147] As an example, a cartridge can be a compressor
side cartridge where a recess is an open recess and
where an extension of a locating plate limits rotation of
the cartridge about a longitudinal axis. In such an exam-
ple, an open recess can be a recess with an open side,
for example, it can be a three-sided recess where an
open side is an axial side.
[0148] As an example, a cartridge can be a turbine side
cartridge where a recess includes a closed recess where
an extension of a locating plate limits rotation of the car-
tridge about a longitudinal axis and limits axial movement
of the cartridge along the longitudinal axis. In such an
example, a closed recess can be a recess without an
open side, for example, it can be a four sided recess. As
an example, such a recess may include one or more
notched corners such that one or more corners of the
extension of the locating plate does not or do not directly
contact a wall of the recess (e.g., material of the car-
tridge). Such an approach can reduce wear as to the
extension and/or the cartridge.
[0149] As an example, a recess can be a keyway and
an extension can be a key. As an example, a system can
include a key and keyway pair or pairs. As an example,
a cartridge may include a key and another component
may include a keyway (e.g., a housing, a component at-
tached to a housing, etc.).
[0150] As an example, an extension can be received
by a recess of a cartridge in a manner that allows for
radial movement of the cartridge with respect to the lon-
gitudinal axis. In such an example, the radial movement

may be in a direction that is substantially aligned with
gravity (e.g., as a system may be mounted in a vehicle
that is flat on a horizontal surface).
[0151] As an example, a system can include a seal
element disposed between a cartridge and a bore of a
housing. In such an example, deformation of the seal
element can provide for radial movement of the cartridge
with respect to a longitudinal axis of the bore of the hous-
ing. As an example, a seal element can be an elastomeric
seal element, which may be at least in part elastomeric
(e.g., consider a composite element).
[0152] As an example, a cartridge can include a lubri-
cant inlet where, for example, seal elements disposed
between a bore of a housing and the cartridge can define
a lubricant space where the lubricant inlet is disposed
axially between the seal elements.
[0153] As an example, a system can include an electric
motor. As an example, a system may be a compressor
system, a turbine system, a turbocharger system, etc.
As an example, a system can include one or more com-
pressors (e.g., consider a system with a compressor at
one end, an electric motor and another compressor at
another end).
[0154] As an example, a system can include a shaft
sleeve where a bearing assembly is mounted to the shaft
sleeve and where the bearing assembly is disposed at
least in part in a bore of a cartridge, which may be located
axially and/or azimuthally by a key and keyway pair. In
such an example, the system can include an electric mo-
tor rotor that is mounted to the shaft sleeve.
[0155] As an example, a system can include a housing
assembly that includes a compressor side bore and a
turbine side bore having a common longitudinal axis; a
compressor side cartridge disposed in the compressor
side bore where the compressor side cartridge includes
a recess; a compressor side locating plate attached to
the housing assembly where the compressor side locat-
ing plate includes an extension that is received by the
recess of the compressor side cartridge; a turbine side
cartridge disposed in the turbine side bore where the tur-
bine side cartridge includes a recess; and a turbine side
locating plate attached to the housing assembly where
the turbine side locating plate includes an extension that
is received by the recess of the turbine side cartridge. In
such an example, the recess of the compressor side car-
tridge can be an open recess and the extension of the
compressor side locating plate can limit rotation of the
compressor side cartridge about the longitudinal axis
and/or the recess of the turbine side cartridge can be a
closed recess where the extension of the turbine side
locating plate limits rotation of the turbine side cartridge
about the longitudinal axis and limits axial movement of
the turbine side cartridge along the longitudinal axis and,
optionally where, the limitation of axial movement of the
turbine side cartridge along the longitudinal axis also lim-
its axial movement of the compressor side cartridge
along the longitudinal axis.
[0156] As an example, a system can include exten-
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sions received by recesses of cartridges that allow for
radial movement of cartridges with respect to a longitu-
dinal axis of a rotating group of the system.
[0157] As an example, a system can include an electric
motor. As an example, an electric motor can include a
rotor operatively coupled to a shaft, optionally via a shaft
sleeve. Such a system can include a compressor, com-
pressors, a turbine, turbines, etc.
[0158] As an example, a system can include a shaft
sleeve, a compressor side bearing assembly disposed
in a compressor side cartridge and mounted to the shaft
sleeve and a turbine side bearing assembly disposed in
a turbine side cartridge and mounted to the shaft sleeve.
In such an example, the system can include an electric
motor rotor that is mounted to the shaft sleeve.
[0159] Although some examples of methods, devices,
systems, arrangements, etc., have been illustrated in the
accompanying Drawings and described in the foregoing
Detailed Description, it will be understood that the exam-
ple embodiments disclosed are not limiting, but are ca-
pable of numerous rearrangements, modifications and
substitutions.

Claims

1. A turbocharger assembly comprising:

a shaft sleeve (450) that comprises a bore that
extends between a compressor end and a tur-
bine end, outer threads that extend to a first axial
position from the compressor end, and an outer
shoulder at a second, greater axial position from
the compressor end;
a lock nut (650) that comprises inner threads
that mate with the outer threads of the shaft
sleeve and an axial length that is less than a
distance between the compressor end and the
first axial position; and
a bearing assembly (620, 630) that comprises
at least one inner race axially located by the out-
er shoulder of the shaft sleeve and axially locat-
ed by the lock nut.

2. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 wherein the
lock nut comprises a set screw that is rotatable to
contact the outer threads of the shaft sleeve.

3. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 wherein the
bearing assembly comprises a first inner race, a sec-
ond inner race and an inner ring disposed axially
between the first inner race and the second inner
race.

4. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 comprising a
shaft received in the bore of the shaft sleeve.

5. The turbocharger assembly of claim 4 comprising a

thrust collar and a compressor wheel disposed on
the shaft wherein the thrust collar is disposed be-
tween the compressor wheel and the shaft sleeve.

6. The turbocharger assembly of claim 5 wherein the
thrust collar is located by another outer shoulder of
the shaft sleeve.

7. The turbocharger assembly of claim 5 wherein an
axial clearance exists between the lock nut and the
thrust collar such that the thrust collar does not con-
tact the lock nut.

8. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 comprising a
cartridge that comprises a bore wherein the bearing
assembly is received in the bore of the cartridge.

9. The turbocharger assembly of claim 8 comprising an
outer lock nut that comprises outer threads wherein
the bore of the cartridge comprises inner threads that
mate with the outer threads of the outer lock nut.

10. The turbocharger assembly of claim 9 wherein the
outer lock nut comprises an axial length that is less
than the axial length of the lock nut.

11. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 wherein the
bearing assemblies comprises at least one angular
contact ball bearing.

12. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 wherein the
shaft sleeve comprises an electric motor rotor.

13. The turbocharger assembly of claim 12 comprising
an electric motor stator that drives the electric motor
rotor.

14. The turbocharger assembly of claim 1 comprising a
shaft received by the shaft sleeve wherein the shaft
comprises a hub portion and wherein the turbine end
of the shaft sleeve contacts the hub portion.

15. The turbocharger assembly of claim 14 comprising
a compressor wheel disposed on the shaft, a thrust
collar disposed on the shaft and a nut disposed on
the shaft wherein the nut applies a load to the com-
pressor wheel, the thrust collar and the shaft sleeve
between the nut and the hub portion of the shaft.

16. The turbocharger assembly of claim 15 wherein the
bearing assembly is independent of the applied load
to the compressor wheel, the thrust collar and the
shaft sleeve between the nut and the hub portion of
the shaft.
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