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(54) ELECTROCALORIC SYSTEM

(57) A system comprises a first row of electrocaloric
capacitors (912) having capacitors separated by a first
set of insulation regions (932). A second row of electro-
caloric capacitors (922) is disposed proximate the first
row of electrocaloric capacitors separated by a second
set of insulation regions (937). A first electric field is ap-
plied to the first row of electrocaloric capacitors and a
second electric field is applied to the second row of elec-
trocaloric capacitors. When the first and second electric
fields are applied to their respective electrocaloric capac-

itors the temperature of the first electrocaloric capacitor
rises in accordance with a rising first electric field and the
temperature of the second electrocaloric capacitor de-
creases in accordance with a decreasing second electric
field or the temperature of the first electrocaloric capacitor
decreases in accordance with a decreasing first electric
field and the temperature of the second electrocaloric
capacitor increases in accordance with a rising second
field.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure is directed to electroca-
loric cooling and/or heating devices and methods related
to such devices.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In recent years, several technologies have been
investigated for heat pump, air conditioning, and/or other
energy conversion applications. These technologies in-
clude the use of electrocaloric energy conversion which
may lead to enhanced energy efficiency, compactness,
reduced noise levels, as well as a reduction in environ-
mental impact.

SUMMARY

[0003] A system comprises a first row of electrocaloric
capacitors. The capacitors of the first row of electrocaloric
capacitors separated by a first set of insulation regions.
A second row of electrocaloric capacitors is disposed
proximate the first row of electrocaloric capacitors. The
capacitors of the second row of electrocaloric capacitors
separated by a second set of insulation regions. A first
electric field is applied to the first row of electrocaloric
capacitors and a second electric field is applied to the
second row of electrocaloric capacitors. The first and sec-
ond electric fields are complementary such that when the
first and second electric fields are applied to their respec-
tive electrocaloric capacitors the temperature of the first
electrocaloric capacitor rises in accordance with a rising
first electric field and the temperature of the second elec-
trocaloric capacitor decreases in accordance with a de-
creasing second electric field or the temperature of the
first electrocaloric capacitor decreases in accordance
with a decreasing first electric field and the temperature
of the second electrocaloric capacitor increases in ac-
cordance with a rising second electric field.
[0004] Various embodiments described herein involve
a system comprising a first layer of electrocaloric capac-
itors. The capacitors of the first row of electrocaloric ca-
pacitors separated by a first insulation region. A second
layer of electrocaloric capacitors is disposed proximate
the first electrocaloric capacitor wherein the proximity en-
ables heat transfer between the first and second electro-
caloric capacitors. The capacitors of the second row of
electrocaloric capacitors separated by a second insula-
tion region. An actuator is configured to shift the first layer
of electrocaloric capacitors relative to the second layer
of electrocaloric capacitors. A first electric field is applied
to the first layer of electrocaloric capacitors and a second
electric field is applied to the second layer of electroca-
loric capacitors. The first and second electric fields are
complementary such that when the first and second elec-
tric fields are applied to their respective electrocaloric

capacitors the temperature of the first electrocaloric ca-
pacitor rises in accordance with a rising first electric field
and the temperature of the second electrocaloric capac-
itor decreases in accordance with a decreasing second
electric field or the temperature of the first electrocaloric
capacitor decreases in accordance with a decreasing first
electric field and the temperature of the second electro-
caloric capacitor increases in accordance with a rising
second electric field. The actuator is configured to shift
the first layer of electrocaloric capacitors relative to the
second layer of electrocaloric capacitors in correspond-
ence with the raising and lowering of the first and second
electric fields.
[0005] A method comprises moving a second layer of
electrocaloric capacitors a first direction relative to a first
layer of electrocaloric capacitors, the capacitors of the
first layer of electrocaloric capacitors separated by a first
insulation region and the capacitors of the second layer
of electrocaloric capacitors separated by a second insu-
lation region. An electric field on the first layer of electro-
caloric capacitors is increased while lowering an electric
field on the second layer of electrocaloric capacitors
whereby heat is transferred from the first layer of elec-
trocaloric capacitors to the second layer of electrocaloric
capacitors. The second layer fo electrocaloric capacitors
is moved in a direction opposite the first direction relative
to the first layer of electrocaloric capacitors. An electric
field is increased on the second layer fo electrocaloric
capacitors while lowering an electric field on the first layer
fo electrocaloric capacitors whereby heat is transferred
from the second layer of electrocaloric capacitors to the
first layer of electrocaloric capacitors.
[0006] The above summary is not intended to describe
each embodiment or every implementation. A more com-
plete understanding will become apparent and appreci-
ated by referring to the following detailed description and
claims in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIGS. 1A - 1C illustrate a system for electrocaloric
cooling via active regeneration in accordance with
various embodiments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 2A - 2B illustrate a system for electrocaloric
cooling via active regeneration in accordance with
various embodiments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 3A - 3B illustrate examples of waveforms that
may be associated with the system for electrocaloric
cooling via active regeneration in accordance with
various embodiments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 4A - 4B illustrate a system for electrocaloric
cooling via active regeneration incorporating a plu-
rality of stacked electrocaloric capacitors in accord-
ance with various embodiments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 5A - 5B illustrate a system for electrocaloric
cooling via active regeneration incorporating solid
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coupling blocks in accordance with various embod-
iments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 6A - 6B illustrate an alternate configuration of
a system for electrocaloric cooling via active regen-
eration in accordance with various embodiments dis-
closed herein;
FIGS. 7A - 7C illustrate a system for pyroelectric en-
ergy harvesting with active regeneration in accord-
ance with various embodiments disclosed herein;
FIGS. 8A -8E illustrate the process of using heat
switches for an electrocaloric cooling system in ac-
cording to various implementations;
FIGS. 9A -9B illustrate an EC capacitor system uti-
lizing thermal switches and/or active regeneration in
accordance with embodiments described herein.;
FIGS. 10A-10D show a EC capacitor system having
insulation regions and rows that are configured to
move laterally with respect to each other according
to some aspects;
FIGS. 11A and 11B show embodiments having a
plurality of first EC capacitor rows 1112 and a plu-
rality of second EC capacitor rows in accordance
with various embodiments described herein;
FIG. 11C illustrates a three dimensional array of a
first EC capacitor layer and a second EC capacitor
layer according to some implementations; and
FIG. 12 illustrates a process for cooling using an EC
capacitor system in accordance with various embod-
iments described herein.

[0008] The figures are not necessarily to scale. Like
numbers used in the figures refer to like components.
However, it will be understood that the use of a number
to refer to a component in a given figure is not intended
to limit the component in another figure labeled with the
same number.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] The electrocaloric effect (ECE) and the pyroe-
lectric effect refer to the same phenomenon: a change
in the temperature of a material associated with a chang-
ing electric field. When a material is used in a cooling or
refrigeration application, the term "electrocaloric" is gen-
erally used. When a material is used for generating elec-
tricity or mechanical work from heat (i.e., as a heat en-
gine), the term "pyroelectric" is used.
[0010] Capacitors that are used in an electrocaloric
system can include electrocaloric dielectrics such as
BaTiO3, PLZT, and/or PbBaZrO3. Certain materials, no-
tably polymers and co-polymers based on P(VDF-TrFE)
and ceramic materials such as lead zirconate titanate
(PZT), have been shown to have a large ECE. In accord-
ance with embodiments described herein, capacitor
modules can be capable of exhibiting a pyroelectric ef-
fect, which refers to the change in the surface charge on
a capacitor in response to a temperature change and can
be used to create a heat engine.

[0011] To use a material that exhibits ECE (an "EC
material") in a cooling device, the temperature changes
induced by applying electric fields can be synchronized
with some means of creating directionality in the heat flux
such that heat is extracted from one side of the device
and delivered to another. One means of doing this is with
thermal switches that alternately create high thermal con-
ductance paths on either side of an EC capacitor. Another
means is with regeneration. According to various imple-
mentations, a combination of thermal switches and active
regeneration can be used.
[0012] Referring now to FIGS. 1A - 1C, a schematic
illustrating a system 200 for electrocaloric cooling via ac-
tive regeneration may be appreciated. The system 200
provides a first EC capacitor 202 and a second EC ca-
pacitor 204. The electric fields applied to this second EC
capacitor 204 are complementary to the electric fields
applied to the first EC capacitor 202 so that the temper-
ature of the second EC capacitor 204 increases while
the temperature of the first EC capacitor 202 decreases,
and vice-versa. Note that FIG. 1C provides a temperature
scale to aid in interpreting the temperatures across each
of the EC capacitors 202 and 204 during various system
phases. It should be noted that while FIGS. 1A - 1C il-
lustrate discrete sections within each of capacitors 202
and 204, the sections may indeed be of different EC ma-
terials tuned to work optimally at different temperatures
or the sections may be of homogeneous EC material with
the sections illustrating the temperature gradient across
the homogeneous EC material.
[0013] FIG. 1A illustrates the regeneration phase of
the system 200. During the regeneration phase, the first
EC capacitor 202 is relatively hot (a high electric field is
being applied) while the second EC capacitor 204 is rel-
atively cold (a low electric field is being applied). Heat is
transferred from the first EC capacitor 202 to the second
EC capacitor 204. Note that each of the first and second
EC capacitors 202 and 204 comprises a plurality elec-
trocaloric materials 212. In the present configuration, the
plurality of electrocaloric materials 212 are in a series, or
side-by-side, orientation, however, the electrocaloric ma-
terials may also be layered or otherwise intermixed to
produce a desired electrocaloric capacitor with desired
electrocaloric function.
[0014] FIG. 1B illustrates the heat transfer phase of
the system 200. During the heat transfer phase, the sec-
ond EC capacitor 204 has been shifted, or displaced,
relative to the fixed position of the first EC capacitor 202;
either or both of the EC capacitors 202 and 204 may be
displaced as appropriate to a specific application. Fur-
ther, during the heat transfer phase, the second EC ca-
pacitor 204 is relatively hot (a high electric field is being
applied) while the first EC capacitor 202 is relatively cold
(a low electric field is being applied) so heat is transferred
from the second EC capacitor 204 to the first EC capacitor
202. Additionally, in the heat transfer phase, the hot side
of the second EC capacitor 204 is in contact with a heat
sink 206 at a hot temperature, Th, and the cold side of

3 4 



EP 3 333 505 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the first EC capacitor 202 is in contact with the object 208
to be cooled at a cold temperature, Tc, wherein Tc < Th.
The vertically-oriented arrows in FIGS. 1A and 1B indi-
cate the direction of heat flow. It should be noted that the
temperatures of the two capacitors 202 and 204 are not
constant; there is a temperature gradient across each of
capacitors 202 and 204 at all times, i.e., hotter on the
right and cooler on the left.
[0015] FIGS. 2A and 2B similarly illustrate system 200
with first EC capacitor 202 and second EC capacitor 204.
FIG. 2A illustrates the regeneration phase of the system
200 with a voltage source 210 applying a high electric
field to the first EC capacitor 202 while the second EC
capacitor 204 is submitted to a low electric field, indicated
by the absence of a voltage source, keeping the second
EC capacitor 204 relatively cool. Side arrows indicate
displacement motion of the EC capacitor(s) 202 and 204;
either or both may be displaced. Vertically-oriented ar-
rows indicate the direction of heat transfer from the first
EC capacitor 202 to the second EC capacitor 204.
[0016] FIG. 2B illustrates the heat transfer phase of
the system 200 wherein a high electric field, generated
by voltage source 210, is applied to the second EC ca-
pacitor 204 and a low electric field, indicated by absence
of a voltage source, is applied to the first capacitor 202.
Heat sink 206 is again provided to the hot side of the
second EC capacitor 204 and an object 208 to be cooled
is again provided to the cold side of the first EC capacitor
202. The vertically-oriented arrows once again indicate
the direction of heat transfer. FIGS. 2A and 2B further
emphasize that each of the EC capacitors is fabricated
from one or more EC materials 212 which may comprise
an electrocaloric polymer, an electrocaloric co-polymer
and/or an electrocaloric ceramic. Polymers generally
have a low elastic modulus while ceramics can be brittle.
As such, it may be necessary to reinforce the EC capac-
itors with metal foil or other supportive material.
[0017] The electrocaloric cooling via active regenera-
tion system 200 of FIGS. 1 and 2 is a four stage cycle:
(1) move one direction, e.g., move the second EC ca-
pacitor 204 to the left relative to the first EC capacitor
202; (2) increase the first of the two electric fields while
keeping the other low, e.g., increase the electric field on
the first EC capacitor 202; (3) move the other direction,
e.g., move the second EC capacitor 204 to the right rel-
ative to the first EC capacitor 202; and (4) increase the
second of the two electric field while keeping the other
low, e.g., increase the electric field on the second EC
capacitor 204. Each of the steps provides discrete motion
and field changes; however, the system 200 may also
be continuous.
[0018] FIG. 3A depicts the waveforms associated with
discrete motion and field changes and specifically illus-
trates the position, the electric field on the first EC ca-
pacitor 202, and the electric field on the second EC ca-
pacitor 204 relative to time. FIG. 3B depicts the wave-
forms associated with continuous motion and field chang-
es and specifically illustrates the position, the electric field

on the first EC capacitor 202, and the electric field on the
second EC capacitor 204 relative to time. While FIG. 3B
depicts a ramp waveform, it should be noted that other
types of continuous waveforms, e.g., sinusoidal, are also
possible as long as the system 200 is properly synchro-
nized.
[0019] While FIGS. 1 and 2 have illustrated an example
embodiment of the system 200 with only two EC capacitor
layers (202 and 204), in practice, many layers of EC ca-
pacitors may be stacked. FIGS. 4A and 4B depict an
example embodiment of system 200 where a plurality of
first EC capacitors, e.g., 202 (a) - (d), are alternately lay-
ered with a plurality of second EC capacitors 204 (a) -
(d). Once again, side arrows indicate the direction of mo-
tion and vertically-oriented arrows indicate the direction
of heat transfer. The heat sink 206 and the object 208 to
be cooled are also incorporated in the configuration of
FIG. 4B. Any number of EC capacitor layers may be used
as suitable to a specific application.
[0020] The motion of one or both of the EC capacitors
202 and 204 may be achieved with a motor and/or other
actuator. In the case of stacked EC capacitors, the alter-
nate EC capacitor layers may be attached to one another
to provide substantially uniform and simultaneous move-
ment. To enable good thermal contact between EC ca-
pacitor layers, and to reduce friction during motion, a lay-
er of lubrication may be provided intermediate each EC
capacitor layer. The lubricant may comprise a thermally
conductive oil or, alternatively, may comprise any other
suitable oil or liquid lubricant and/or a solid lubricant such
as graphite, or an oil containing particles of thermally-
conductive or thermally-insulating materials. The length
of motion (or displacement distance) for the EC capaci-
tance layers, the EC capacitance layer thickness, the
electric field generating voltage, etc. are dependent on
material and system choices and can thus be selected
appropriate to a specific application.
[0021] The heat sink 206 and the object 208 to be
cooled may be connected to the system 200 in any man-
ner suitable to a specific application. For example, the
heat sink 206 and the object 208 may be connected to
the system 200 through a liquid loop or other pumped
liquid cooling. In another example embodiment, solid
coupling such as in the form of metal blocks 222 may be
used. See FIG. 5A where the EC capacitor layers 202
and 204 are positioned proximate metal blocks 222 and
FIG. 5B where motion has caused EC capacitors to be
in heat transfer contact with the metal blocks 222. The
metal blocks 222 may, in turn, be coupled to the heat
sink and the object to be cooled and/or an air heat ex-
changer or liquid loop, etc. While examples of system
200 connectors have been described herein, any other
suitable heat exchange mechanism may be used to con-
nect to the system 200.
[0022] While the above disclosure has focused on lin-
early configured EC capacitors having linear reciprocal
motion, it should be noted that the EC capacitors and
their motion need not be linear or reciprocal. For example,
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the EC capacitors may be parts of disks, e.g., a wedge,
half-disk, etc., and the motion may be rotational. See
FIG. 6A which illustrates system 200 in a wedge config-
uration within a heat transfer material 224 where rota-
tional motion is enabled. FIG. 6B is a sectional view of
FIG. 6A illustrating the first EC capacitor 202 and the
second EC capacitor 204, which is capable of rotational
motion relative to the first EC capacitor 202.
[0023] The various embodiments of the system 200
described herein may provide the advantage of higher
power density and/or higher temperature lift through
more active material volume as well as higher efficiency
through more effective heat transfer.
[0024] The core system described above may be con-
figured as a pyroelectric heat engine. In the pyroelectric
heat engine configuration, a pyroelectric material is sub-
stituted for the electrocaloric material. The pyroelectric
material is selected to optimize heat energy harvesting.
In contrast to the cooling configuration described above,
heat is absorbed by the device at the hot side and rejected
at the cold side. The high voltage supplies of the cooling
configuration are replaced by loads in the heat engine
configuration. The loads may be passive or active with
impedances or voltages synchronized with the motion of
the capacitors.
[0025] FIGS. 7A - 7C, illustrate a system 700 for pyro-
electric power generation with active regeneration. The
system 700 provides a first pyroelectric (PE) capacitor
702 and a second PE capacitor 704. A heat source 706
and a heat sink 708 are also provided. Note that FIG. 7C
provides a temperature scale to aid in interpreting the
temperatures across each of the PE capacitors 702 and
704 during various system phases. It should be noted
that while FIGS. 7A - 7C illustrate discrete sections within
each of capacitors 702 and 704, the sections may indeed
be of different PE materials tuned to work optimally at
different temperatures or the sections may be of homo-
geneous PE material with the sections illustrating the
temperature gradient across the homogeneous PE ma-
terial.
[0026] FIG. 7A illustrates one phase of a thermody-
namic cycle within the pyroelectric heat engine. PE ca-
pacitor 702 is moved so that its hotter side is in commu-
nication with the heat source 706 while its voltage de-
creased such that it absorbs heat. At the same time, PE
capacitor 704, which is in communication with PE capac-
itor 702, has its voltage increased so that it rejects heat
to the PE capacitor 702. In the second phase, per FIG.
7B, PE capacitor 702 is moved so that its colder side is
in communication with the heat sink 708. Its voltage is
increased so that it rejects heat to the heat sink 708 as
well as to PE capacitor 704, which has its voltage de-
creased. Because of the pyroelectric effect, the net elec-
trical energy in terms of charge times voltage put into the
system per cycle is less than the energy extracted. In this
way, the device operates as a heat engine. Other con-
figurations of pyroelectric capacitors, heat sources, and
heat sinks are possible, and other pyroelectric energy

harvesting cycles are also possible.
[0027] According to various embodiments described
herein, the thermal switches may be used alone or in
combination with the electrocaloric cooling via active re-
generation systems described above. A thermal switch
system alternately creates high thermal conductance
paths on either side of an EC capacitor. In a thermal-
switch-based system, the heat flux to and from capacitors
with electrocaloric EC dielectrics is controlled with ther-
mal switches. In a thermal switch based system, thermal
conductance can be actively switched between a high
and a low value.
[0028] FIGS. 8A -8E illustrate the process of using ther-
mal switches for an electrocaloric cooling system. First,
in FIG. 8A, a null and/or low electric field (EL) is applied
across the EC capacitor module 820. The EC capacitor
system has a cold bath side 810 having temperature Tc
875 and a hot bath side 830 having temperature Th. In
the first step, the cold side 810 thermal switch 860 of the
EC capacitor module 820 is in the closed (on) position
and the hot side 830 thermal switch 865 of the EC ca-
pacitor 820 is in the open (off) position. When the switch
is closed, the circuit is complete and thus the thermal
switch is active. When the switch is open, the circuit is
incomplete and the thermal switch is in an inactive state.
The average temperature of the EC capacitor module
820 (TEC) begins at a first temperature (T1) 880 in FIG.
8E, where T1 is less than Tc. The temperature of the EC
capacitor module 820 increases to temperature T2 882
as the EC module 820 absorbs heat 815 from the cold
bath as shown in FIG. 8C. A small amount of heat may
be absorbed 825 from the hot side of the EC capacitor
module because of the finite off resistance of the thermal
switch.
[0029] The second state of the process is shown in
FIG. 8B where both thermal switches 861, 866 are turned
to an off (open) state. The electric field applied to the EC
capacitor module 822 is switched to a high value (EH).
The high electric field value causes a temperature in-
crease from T2 to T3 884 as shown in FIG. 8E caused by
the electrocaloric effect. The increase in temperature
from T2 to T3 884 happens substantially instantaneously
as the electric field increase as shown in FIG. 8C. Ac-
cording to various implementations, T3 is greater than
the hot bath temperature Th 870. There may be a small
amount of heat transfer between the EC module and the
hot and/or cold sides because of the finite off resistance
of the switch as shown by arrows 817 and 827. The
amount of heat transfer is limited by the short duration
of the second state of the process.
[0030] While maintaining the field at EH, the thermal
switch 867 for the hot side 834 of the EC capacitor module
824 is turned on (closed) as shown in FIG. 8C. Because
the EC capacitor module 824 is at a higher temperature
than the temperature of the hot bath, the temperature of
the EC module decreases from T3 to T4 886 as heat from
the EC module is absorbed 855 by the hot bath. Some
heat may also leak 845 to the cold side 814 of the EC
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module 824 even though the thermal switch 862 on the
cold side is in an open state due to the finite off resistance
of the thermal switch.
[0031] In the final step shown in FIG. 8D, both heat
switches are turned off (open) 863, 868 and the electric
field is returned to EL. This decrease in the electric field
leads to a substantially instantaneous temperature de-
crease 888 in the EC capacitor module 826 from T4 back
to T1 890 as shown in FIG. 8E. While it is described that
the capacitor module returns to temperature T1, it is to
be understood that the final temperature may be a differ-
ent temperature than the initial temperature (T1). Again,
there may be a small amount of heat transfer between
the EC module and the hot and/or cold sides because of
the finite off resistance of the switch as shown by arrows
847 and 857. The amount of heat transfer is limited by
the short duration of the final state of the process.
[0032] FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate an EC capacitor sys-
tem utilizing thermal switches and/or active regeneration
in accordance with embodiments described herein. The
capacitors of the EC capacitor system may be single layer
or multilayer capacitors. In some cases, the EC capaci-
tors are multilayer chip capacitors. The capacitors of the
EC capacitor system may represent an array of capaci-
tors. FIGS. 9A and 9B show a first row of EC capacitors
910, 912 and a second row of EC capacitors 920, 922.
The capacitors of the first row of EC capacitors 910, 912
are separated by a first set of insulation regions 930, 932
and the capacitors of the second row of EC capacitors
920 are separated by a second set of insulation regions
935, 937. The insulation regions 930, 932, 935, 937 may
have low thermal conductivity. For example, the insula-
tion regions may have a thermal conductivity less than
about 0.02 to 1 W/mK. The thermal conductance be-
tween adjacent capacitors in each row may be related to
the magnitude of spacing between the capacitors of a
capacitor row. A higher amount of spacing causes a lower
thermal conductance. This spacing may be balanced with
a desired size of the device and desired amount of ther-
mal conductance between capacitors of a capacitor row.
The spacing between the capacitors may be about 100
mm to 1 cm, for example. In some cases, the spacing
between at least some adjacent capacitors in a system
is less than 100 mm and/or greater than 1 cm depending
on the specific application requirements. The insulation
regions prevent heat from transferring laterally in the de-
vice (i.e., prevent heat from transferring between capac-
itors of a single row or layer of the device). The amount
of lateral thermal conductance may also depend on the
material of the insulation regions. The insulation regions
may comprise air, vacuum, aerogel, and/or a gas such
as xenon, for example. While FIGS. 9A-9B show that the
insulation regions between the capacitors of a capacitor
row are about the same magnitude, it is to be understood
that the spacing and/or capacitor width may be different
as long as the magnitude of the sum of the spacing and
the width of the capacitor is substantially the same for all
or a portion of the capacitors in the system.

[0033] According to various embodiments, a first elec-
tric field is applied to the first row of EC capacitors 910,
912 and a second electric field is applied to the second
row of EC capacitors 920, 922. In some cases, the first
and second electric fields are complementary such that
when the first and second electric fields are applied to
their respective EC capacitor rows, the temperature of
the first row of EC capacitors 910, 912 rises in accord-
ance with a rising first electric field and the temperature
of the second row of EC capacitors 920, 922 decreases
in accordance with a decreasing second electric field. In
some cases, the temperature of the first row of EC ca-
pacitors 910, 912 decreases in accordance with a de-
creasing first electric field and the temperature of the sec-
ond row of EC capacitors 920, 922 increases in accord-
ance with a rising second electric field.
[0034] According to various embodiments, there is at
least one support layer 950, 960, 965 between the two
rows of EC capacitors 912, 922 as shown in FIG. 9A and
FIG. 9B. The at least one support layer may be a struc-
tural support layer and/or structure. The support structure
950, 960, 965 does one or more of the following: provides
mechanical support for the capacitors, provides a smooth
surface for sliding against another capacitor layer, is ther-
mally insulating so as to maintain the low thermal con-
ductance between adjacent capacitors, and/or allows
good thermal contact between the two rows of capacitors.
The structural support layer may have as low thermal
conductivity as possible while being as thin as possible.
For example, the structural support layer may be about
50 mm to 2 mm thick. In some cases, the structural sup-
port layer comprises a glass, a polymer, a ceramic, and/or
a printed circuit board (PCB) material such as FR-4, for
example.
[0035] In FIG. 9B, a first support layer 960 is shown
proximate the first row of EC capacitors 912 and a second
support structure 965 is shown proximate to the second
row of EC capacitors 922. In some cases, the respective
side of the first support structure and/or the second sup-
port structure that is facing the other support structure is
substantially flat such as to facilitate lateral motion be-
tween the EC capacitor rows. The facilitation of lateral
motion between the EC capacitor rows may be accom-
plished by polishing at least a portion of the support struc-
tures. In some cases, there is a lubricating layer 970 be-
tween the structural support layers to facilitate lateral mo-
tion between the EC capacitor rows 912, 922. The lubri-
cating layer may comprise a thermally conductive oil
and/or any other suitable oil or liquid lubricant and/or a
solid lubricant such as graphite. In some cases, the lu-
bricating layer comprises an oil containing particles of
thermally-conductive or thermally-insulating materials.
The lubricating layer may have a low thermal conductivity
and may be about 1mm to 100 mm thick. In some cases,
the support structures 960, 965 have low thermal con-
ductivity in a lateral direction and/or may be thermally
conductive vertically such as to allow heat transfer ver-
tically between the rows.
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[0036] One or more vias and/or shunts 940 through at
least one of the structural supports 960, 965 and the lu-
bricating layer 970 may further allow for the vertical heat
transfer. Laser and/or mechanical drilling may be used
to create the vias. In some cases, the vias are created
using a mechanical drill, laser drill, etching, and/or a
through-glass process. The vias may be plated and/or
filled with a thermally conductive material to facilitate a
vertical thermal conductivity between the capacitor lay-
ers. For example, the vias may be filled with a metal. In
some embodiments, the support structures 960, 965 may
be PCBs and the thermal vias plated or filled electrical
vias. While FIG. 9B shows a single via within the insula-
tion regions, it is to be understood that more than one
via may be present through the structural supports within
each insulation region. The one or more vias may have
a thermal conductivity greater than about 50 to 400
W/mK, for example.
[0037] As described above, the rows of EC capacitors
may be configured to move laterally with respect to each
other. In this case, the capacitor system has at least two
positions. FIGS. 10A and 10B show the two positions of
the EC capacitor system. In FIG. 10A, a high electric field
is applied to the first row of EC capacitors 1012. The high
electric field causes the first row of EC capacitors 1012
to have a relatively high temperature in comparison with
the second row of EC capacitors 1022. Arrows 1080 rep-
resent heat moving between the relatively warmer first
row of EC capacitors 1012 to the relatively cooler second
row of EC capacitors 1022.
[0038] At least one of the first row of EC capacitors
1012 and the second row of EC capacitors 1022 are
moved laterally with respect to each other to reach the
second possible position for the capacitor system as
shown in FIG. 10B. The motion of one or both of the EC
capacitors rows 1012, 1022 may be achieved with a mo-
tor or other actuator such as a voice coil coupled to one
or both of the capacitor rows 1012, 1022. For example,
FIG. 10A shows an actuator 1057 configured to shift one
or both of the first EC capacitor row 1012 and the second
EC capacitor row 1022 relative to the opposite row. Ac-
cording to various implementations, the electric fields are
reversed while shifting and/or after the capacitor rows
have shifted into the second position such that a relatively
high electric field is applied to the second row of EC ca-
pacitors 1022 while a low and/or null electric field is ap-
plied to the first set of EC capacitors 1012. The reversed
electric fields causes the temperature of the first row of
EC capacitors 1012 to decrease and the temperature of
the second set of EC capacitors 1022 to increase.
[0039] While in the second position, heat is transferred
from the second set of EC capacitors 1022 to the first set
of EC capacitors 1012 as indicated by arrows 1085. Heat
source 1090 also transfers heat 1085 to the correspond-
ing capacitor 1013 in the first row of EC capacitors 1012.
Capacitor 1014 of the second set of EC capacitors 1022
transfers heat to a heat sink 1095. The heat source and
the heat sink may be coupled to different capacitor rows

or to the same capacitor row. For example, FIG. 10B
illustrates that the heat sink 1090 is thermally coupled to
a corresponding 1013 capacitor of the first row of EC
capacitors 1012 and the heat sink is thermally coupled
to a corresponding capacitor 1014 of the second row of
EC capacitors 1022.
[0040] In some cases, the heat sink and the heat
source are coupled to the same capacitor row. For ex-
ample, FIGS. 10C and 10B illustrate an example in which
there is a different number of capacitors in a first capacitor
row 1015 than in the second capacitor row 1025. In this
case, when the capacitors are in a first position, heat is
transferred 1082 from the first row 1015 to the second
row 1025. A heat sink 1096 is thermally coupled to a
corresponding capacitor 1016 in the first row 1015. In the
first position shown in FIG. 10C the heat source 1091
does not have a corresponding capacitor and thus does
not directly transfer heat into the system. In the second
position shown in FIG. 10D, heat is transferred 1084 from
the second capacitor row 1025 to the first capacitor row
1015. The heat source 1092 transfers heat to a corre-
sponding capacitor 1018 in the first capacitor row 1015.
In the second position shown in FIG. 10D the heat sink
1097 does not have a corresponding capacitor and thus
does not directly absorb heat from the system. According
to various implementations, the heat transfer between
the heat source and capacitor and capacitor and the heat
sink may occur via a direct connection and/or may occur
via a heat transfer fluid and/or other interface.
[0041] According to various embodiments, after a pre-
determined period of time has passed, the capacitor sys-
tem returns to the first position as shown in FIG. 10A
and/or FIG. 10C using the actuator 1057. The predeter-
mined period of time may be based on the time constant
of heat transfer from one set of capacitors to the other
set of capacitors and/or may involve other considera-
tions. While FIG. 10B illustrates the insulation regions
aligned while in the second position, it is to be understood
that the insulation regions may be offset while in the sec-
ond position such that the insulation regions do not line
up perfectly. Shifting between the first position and the
second position may occur intermittently or continuously
in correspondence with the raising and lowering of the
first and second electric fields.
[0042] While FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrated examples
having only two EC capacitor layers 1012, 1022, in some
cases, more than one layer of capacitor sets having a
first and second row of capacitors may be stacked. FIGS.
11A and 11B show embodiments having a plurality of
first EC capacitor rows 1112 and a plurality of second
EC capacitor rows 1022. The first 1012 and second 1022
capacitor layers are stacked in an alternating pair con-
figuration of a first EC capacitor row 1112 and a second
EC row 1122. According to various implementations, an
actuator is configured to substantially synchronously shift
the like electrocaloric layers relative to one another as
shown in FIG. 11B. In some cases, the actuator is con-
figured to shift the like electrocaloric capacitor layers in
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the alternating pair configuration intermittently or contin-
uously in correspondence with the raising and lowering
of the first and second electric fields. In some embodi-
ments, the actuator is configured to shift the like EC ca-
pacitor layers in the alternating pair configuration accord-
ing to a linear or rotational motion. FIG. 11C shows a
capacitor device 303 comprising a three-dimensional ar-
ray of a first EC capacitor row 1115 and a second row
EC capacitor row 1117 having insulation regions 1150
disposed between EC capacitors 1140. While, FIG. 11C
shows two three-dimensional rows of capacitors, it is to
be understood that there can be more than two rows as
illustrated in FIGS. 11A and 11B. At least one of the first
row of EC capacitors 1015 and the second row of EC
capacitors 1017 are moved laterally with respect to each
other to reach the second possible position according to
at least one of arrow 1130 and arrow 1135 similarly to
the lateral shifting described in FIGS. 10A and 10B. Ac-
cording to various implementations, insulation regions
are not present between rows of capacitors in the direc-
tion normal to the motion. This is shown in FIG. 11C
where the rows of capacitors are continuous in one di-
mension (along the y-axis) and have insulation regions
in the other dimension (along the x-axis).
[0043] According to various implementations de-
scribed herein, each capacitor may be a multilayer ca-
pacitor. In some cases, the capacitor systems described
herein may include a group of capacitors and/or multi-
layer capacitors combined into a capacitor module. The
capacitor modules described herein may have dimen-
sions of about 11.2 mm x 2.6 mm x 3.3 mm using seven
standard packaged capacitors, for example. Standard in-
dividual capacitor dimensions may be 1.6 mm 3 2.6 mm
3 3.2 mm. According to various implementations, using
standard-packaged capacitors, e.g., 0402, 0603, or 1206
surface mount package capacitors, to form an EC capac-
itor that can satisfy the volume, power, and geometry
requirements of an EC cooling or heat pump system may
be used.
[0044] FIG. 12 illustrates a process for cooling using
EC capacitors in accordance with embodiments de-
scribed herein. A second layer of EC capacitors is moved
1210 a first direction relative to a first layer of EC capac-
itors. According to various embodiments, the capacitors
of the first layer of EC capacitors are separated by a first
insulation region and the capacitors of the second layer
of electrocaloric capacitors are separated by a second
insulation region. An electric field on the first layer of EC
capacitors is increased 1220 while lowering an electric
field on the second layer of EC capacitors causing heat
to be transferred from the first layer of EC capacitors to
the second layer of EC capacitors. The second layer of
EC capacitors is moved 1230 in a direction opposite the
first direction relative to the first layer of EC capacitors.
An electric field is increased 1240 on the second layer
of EC capacitors while lowering an electric field on the
first layer of EC capacitors causing heat to be transferred
from the second layer of EC capacitors to the first layer

of EC capacitors. According to various embodiments de-
scribed herein, a support layer (e.g., a structural support
layer) is disposed between the first layer of EC capacitors
and the second layer of EC capacitors. In some cases,
heat is transferred vertically between the first and second
capacitor layers using at least one via disposed through
the support layer.
[0045] Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers ex-
pressing feature sizes, amounts, and physical properties
used in the specification and claims are to be understood
as being modified in all instances by the term "about."
Accordingly, unless indicated to the contrary, the numer-
ical parameters set forth in the foregoing specification
and attached claims are approximations that can vary
depending upon the desired properties sought to be ob-
tained by those skilled in the art utilizing the teachings
disclosed herein. The use of numerical ranges by end-
points includes all numbers within that range (e.g. 1 to 5
includes 1, 1.5, 2, 2.75, 3, 3.80, 4, and 5) and any range
within that range.
[0046] Various modifications and alterations of the em-
bodiments discussed above will be apparent to those
skilled in the art, and it should be understood that this
disclosure is not limited to the illustrative embodiments
set forth herein. The reader should assume that features
of one disclosed embodiment can also be applied to all
other disclosed embodiments unless otherwise indicat-
ed. It should also be understood that all U.S. patents,
patent applications, patent application publications, and
other patent and non-patent documents referred to here-
in are incorporated by reference, to the extent they do
not contradict the foregoing disclosure.

Claims

1. A system comprising:

a first row of electrocaloric capacitors, the ca-
pacitors of the first row of electrocaloric capac-
itors separated by a first set of insulation regions;
and
a second row of electrocaloric capacitors prox-
imate the first row of electrocaloric capacitors
the capacitors of the second row of electroca-
loric capacitors separated by a second set of
insulation regions;
wherein a first electric field is applied to the first
row of electrocaloric capacitors and a second
electric field is applied to the second row of elec-
trocaloric capacitors, and
wherein the first and second electric fields are
complementary such that when the first and sec-
ond electric fields are applied to their respective
electrocaloric capacitors the temperature of the
first electrocaloric capacitor rises in accordance
with a rising first electric field and the tempera-
ture of the second electrocaloric capacitor de-
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creases in accordance with a decreasing sec-
ond electric field or the temperature of the first
electrocaloric capacitor decreases in accord-
ance with a decreasing first electric field and the
temperature of the second electrocaloric capac-
itor increases in accordance with a rising second
electric field.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a support
layer between the first row of electrocaloric capaci-
tors and the second row of electrocaloric capacitors.

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising at least
one thermally conductive via through the support lay-
er

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the support layer
comprises a thermally insulating material.

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the support layer is
a structural support layer.

6. A system comprising:

a first layer of electrocaloric capacitors the ca-
pacitors of the first row of electrocaloric capac-
itors separated by a first insulation region;
a second layer of electrocaloric capacitors prox-
imate the first electrocaloric capacitor wherein
the proximity enables heat transfer between the
first and second electrocaloric capacitors the ca-
pacitors of the second row of electrocaloric ca-
pacitors separated by a second insulation re-
gion; and
an actuator configured to shift the first layer of
electrocaloric capacitors relative to the second
layer of electrocaloric capacitors;
wherein a first electric field is applied to the first
layer of electrocaloric capacitors and a second
electric field is applied to the second layer of
electrocaloric capacitors, and
wherein the first and second electric fields are
complementary such that when the first and sec-
ond electric fields are applied to their respective
electrocaloric capacitors the temperature of the
first electrocaloric capacitor rises in accordance
with a rising first electric field and the tempera-
ture of the second electrocaloric capacitor de-
creases in accordance with a decreasing sec-
ond electric field or the temperature of the first
electrocaloric capacitor decreases in accord-
ance with a decreasing first electric field and the
temperature of the second electrocaloric capac-
itor increases in accordance with a rising second
electric field, and
wherein the actuator is configured to shift the
first layer of electrocaloric capacitors relative to
the second layer of electrocaloric capacitors in

correspondence with the raising and lowering of
the first and second electric fields.

7. The system of claim 6, further comprising a support
layer between the first row of electrocaloric capaci-
tors and the second row of electrocaloric capacitors.

8. The system of claim 7, further comprising at least
one thermally conductive via through the support lay-
er

9. A method of cooling comprising:

moving a second layer of electrocaloric capac-
itors a first direction relative to a first layer of
electrocaloric capacitors, the capacitors of the
first layer of electrocaloric capacitors separated
by a first insulation region and the capacitors of
the second layer of electrocaloric capacitors
separated by a second insulation region;
increasing an electric field on the first layer of
electrocaloric capacitors while lowering an elec-
tric field on the second layer of electrocaloric
capacitors whereby heat is transferred from the
first layser of electrocaloric capacitors to the sec-
ond layer of electrocaloric capacitors;
moving the second layer of electrocaloric capac-
itors in a direction opposite the first direction rel-
ative to the first layer of electrocaloric capacitors;
and
increasing an electric field on the second layer
of electrocaloric capacitors while lowering an
electric field on the first layer of electrocaloric
capacitors whereby heat is transferred from the
second layer of electrocaloric capacitors to the
first layer of electrocaloric capacitors.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising transfer-
ring heat vertically between the first and second ca-
pacitor layers using at least one via disposed through
a support layer between the first row of electrocaloric
capacitors and the second row of electrocaloric ca-
pacitors.
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