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(54) VENTILATOR APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR OPERATING A VENTILATOR IN SAID 
VENTILATOR APPARATUS

(57) The invention comprises a ventilation apparatus
and method for operating a ventilator of a ventilator ap-
paratus, by using a computing system, wherein in the
method a duration ratio factor (D1, D2) is set in the com-
puting system; a minute volume (Mv) is determined; a
functional dead space volume (Vd) is determined; a time
constant (R*C) is determined; a respiration frequency (f)
is computed, based on a previously defined lung model
(LM), depending on said determined minute volume (Mv),
said determined functional dead space (Vd), said deter-
mined time constant (R*C) and said set duration ratio
factor (D1,D2), where said computed respiration fre-
quency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of a
delivered parameter (G_tot); an inspiratory time (Ti) and
an expiratory time (Te) are determined; a tidal volume
(Vt) and said determined minute volume (Mv) is comput-
ed; and a delivered respiratory parameter is closed loop
controlled.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a ventilator apparatus and a method for operating a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus.
More particularly, the present invention relates to ventilator apparatus, or breathing apparatus, and a method for operating
a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus based on an optimized delivered respiration parameter from the ventilator of the
ventilator apparatus to the patient.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Patients who have certain respiratory disease for different medical reasons or who have to undergo surgery
must be provided with artificial respiration. A modern mechanical ventilator apparatus for a patient should be adapted
to provide sufficient oxygenation and sufficient ventilation for the patient’s lung.
[0003] In the recent years, a ventilation apparatus has been developed to support the patient respiration and to improve
the patients comfort. Therefore, a variety of ventilation modes have been developed that can potentially avoid compli-
cations and thus shorten the duration of medical ventilations. One example is the pressure controlled ventilation (PCV),
where the ventilator delivers a flow to maintain a set pressure at a present respiratory rate over a present inspiratory time.
[0004] Mammals, in particular humans, need a minimum amount of gas exchange in their lung to breath without any
technical support, which mainly depends on the alveolar minute volume (Mva). The alveolar minute volume (Mva) is the
alveolar volume of gas inhaled or exhaled from a human per minute and is calculated by a respiratory frequency (f) and
an alveolar tidal volume (Vta). In 1950 Otis et. al described the mechanical work, done by the human respiratory muscles
to produce the movements of breathing, follows the minimum work of breathing triggered by the respiratory muscles.
Concerning the assumption that humans breathe spontaneously, without any technical support, Otis et. al found the
following correlation between a respiratory frequency (f) and the alveolar minute volume (Mva): 

where R is the airway resistance and C is the lung compliance and Vd is the functional dead volume. This correlation
is the fundament of one of the mostly used modern ventilation mode for mechanical ventilation - the adaptive support
ventilation (ASV) mode. The adaptive support ventilation (ASV) mode was developed by F. Tehrani, who adapted the
equation of Otis et. al and modified it with the following substitution,

where Mvp is the proximal minute volume, Vd is the functional dead space and f is the respiratory frequency. The resulting
respiratory frequency (f) in the ASV mode represents the frequency with which a human being would breathe naturally.
[0005] US 4,986,268 A shows a method and an apparatus for automatically controlling a respirator. A software algorithm
is used to compute the amount and optimum frequency of ventilation required for the next required breath of the patient.
Said frequency of ventilation is calculated based on the minimum work of breathing of the patient and controls said
apparatus.
[0006] US 8,695,593 B2 shows a method of providing treatment advice for patients on mechanical ventilation. It
provides advice on how much ventilation a patient requires and recommends ventilator settings to minimize the respiration
work rate based on the ASV mode.
[0007] However, the previously described techniques were developed for a specific group of patients. The ASV mode,
based on Otis et. al, uses a spontaneously breathing and a non-supported patient as reference. That is, particularly for
mandatory ventilation, wrong and for pressure supported ventilation not exactly the same. The pressure course of
mandatory breaths as well as pressure supported breaths can be approximated by a rectangular function, while the
pressure course of non-supported breaths is more equal to a sine curve. This mismatch results into an increased stress
for the patient’s lung. Especially, patients with restrictive lung disease, like acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS)
or Fibrosis must be ventilated with a more protective ventilation mode. Insufficient assistance includes diaphragmatic
fatigue or weakness and force the recruitment of accessory inspiration muscles, sometimes leading to respiratory aci-
dosis.
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SUMMERY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] There is a need to give an enhanced artificial respiration to a patient, which protects the lungs of the patient
during ventilation and is suitable for every patient, independent of a presence of a spontaneous breathing of the patient.
[0009] This need is solved by means of the subject matters with the features according to the independent patent
claims. Further exemplary embodiments are shown in the dependent claims.
[0010] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a method for operating a ventilator in a
ventilator apparatus by using a computing system of the ventilator apparatus, wherein in the method at least one duration
ratio factor (D1, D2) is set in the computing system of the ventilator apparatus (step a); at least one minute volume (Mv)
is determined (step b); at least one functional dead space volume (Vd) is determined (step c); at least one time constant
(R* C) is determined based on continuous measurement of at least one respiration parameter of the patient including
at least one of the proximal respiration pressure (Rpp) or the proximal respiration flow (Rfp) of the patient (step d); a
respiration frequency (f) is computed, based on a previously defined lung model (LM), depending on said determined
minute volume (Mv), said determined functional dead space (Vd), said determined time constant (R* C) and said set
duration ratio factor (D1, D2), where said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of a
delivered parameter (G_tot) (step e); an inspiratory time (Ti) (also known as "inspiration time") and an expiratory time
(Te) (also known as "expiration time") are determined based on said computed respiration frequency (f) and said duration
ratio factor (D1, D2) (step f); at least one tidal volume (Vt) based on said previously computed respiration frequency (f)
and said determined minute volume (Mv) is computed (step g); and at least one of a delivered respiratory parameter of
the ventilator including at least one of a respiratory pressure (Rp), a respiratory flow (Rf) or a respiratory volume (Rv) is
closed loop controlled based on the steps e) to g) (step h). Thereby, the respiratory parameter delivered from said
ventilator apparatus to the lung of the patient is optimized in an improved manner, while the tidal volume (Vt) is lowered
and the respiration pressure (Rp) imposed to the lungs of the patient is lowered during a continuous ventilation of the
patient.
[0011] After starting with step a), the sequence of step b) to step d) are ordered randomly, while the sequence of step
e) to step g) are mandatory. The present method is suitable for any kind of patients, while an active patient is able to
breath spontaneously and an inactive patient is not able to breath spontaneously. Said computed respiration frequency
(f) is computed iteratively in said computing system and is used to adjust at least one respiration parameter of the patient,
including the proximal respiration pressure (Rpp) or the proximal respiration flow (Rfp) of the patient according to a
continuously ventilation of the patient. Thereby, said respiration frequency (f) is used to compute said at least one
respiration parameter very accurate. Said time constant (R* C) is determined during the continuously measurement of
at least one respiration parameter of the patient including at least one of the proximal respiration pressure (Rpp) or the
proximal respiration flow (Rfp) of the patient. Thereby a quick determination of the time constant (R* C) is ensured.
[0012] According to a further embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said at least one delivered
respiratory parameter of the ventilator apparatus is cascaded closed loop controlled. For example, by closed loop
controlling said tidal volume (Vt) in a first cascade and closed loop controlling said delivered respiratory pressure (Rp)
in a second cascade by using a cascaded closed loop controller. This leads to an enhanced closed loop controlling in
the ventilation apparatus and further to an enhanced respiration of the patient.
[0013] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said steps b) to g) are
repeated at least once and subsequently step h) is performed. Thereby, said computed respiration frequency (f) and
said tidal volume (Vt) are determined more accurate, which results to an improved operation of the ventilator in the
ventilator apparatus and furthermore leads to an enhanced ventilation of the lungs of the patient.
[0014] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein said at least one minimum of
a delivered parameter (G_tot), includes at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power
(W_tot), to be induced to the patient using at least one actuator of said ventilator. This results in an increased computed
respiration frequency (f), which leads to a protective ventilation for the lungs of the patient.
[0015] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said lung model (LM)
in step e) comprises an airway resistance (R) and a lung compliance (C), which following at least a linear behaviour or
at least a quadratic behaviour or at least a polynomial behaviour. Therefore, the airways resistance (R) and the lung
compliance (C) can be treated independently and determined very accurately in the computing system, while different
complex lung models are used. This leads to a very accurate improvement of the operation of said ventilator, with an
enhanced working point in said ventilator of the ventilator apparatus.
[0016] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said lung model
(LM) in step e) comprises at least one of the group of an assumed respiratory pressure (Rp_id), an assumed respiratory
flow (Rf_id) and an assumed respiratory volume (Rv_id), which following at least one of an exponential behaviour, a
rectangular behaviour, a sinusoidal behaviour or a saw tooth behaviour, which leads to a very accurate lung model (LM)
and finally an enhanced mechanical ventilation of the patient. The choice of the behaviour of the assumed respiratory
parameters is advantageous for different kinds of patients and depends on the patient’s respiration requirements. For
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example, patients with restrictive lung disease, like acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) can be ventilated very
gently, if a rectangular behaviour of the respiratory pressure (Rp_id) is used.
[0017] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said minute volume
(Mv) in step b) is the proximal minute volume (Mvp) calculated based on a previously determined patient’s ideal body
weight (IBW) and a previously determined percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp), which is provided to said com-
puting system using a user interface of the ventilator apparatus. This leads to a user-friendly handling for the user. In
an alternative embodiment, the proximal minute volume (Mvp) may be calculated based on a previously determined
mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to the patient. The said patient’s ideal body weight (IBW)
may be set in a range between 0.3kg and 180kg, by which the method is applicable to premature infants, children as
well as adults.
[0018] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said minute
volume (Mv) in step b) is the alveolar minute volume (Mva), which is provided to said computing system using a user
interface of the ventilator apparatus. Therefore, the computed tidal volume (Vt) in step g) has to consider additionally
the dead space (Vd) during computation. This enables an easy and quick strategy for setting up the amount of ventilation,
which is important in case of an emergency.
[0019] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said minute volume
(Mv) in step b) is the alveolar minute volume (Mva), which is determined based on a carbon dioxide content measurement
in the patient’s blood or in the patient’s respiratory gas. This enables a different and flexible strategy for setting up the
amount of ventilation.
[0020] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed
respiration frequency (f) in step e), which is optimized on at least one minimum of a delivered parameter (G_tot), to be
induced to the patient using said ventilator, additionally depending on a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP). There-
fore, the preferred working point of said ventilator will be reached more accurately.
[0021] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said positive end-
expiratory pressure (PEEP), is a received input data of the computing system of the ventilator apparatus, which leads
to a quick data processing and therefore to an enhanced artificial respiration of the patient.
[0022] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said determined
functional dead space (Vd) (step c) is determined based on a carbon dioxide measurement (DCO2), which leads to a
more accurate computation of the respiration frequency (f) and the tidal volume (Vt) and therefore to an enhanced
protection of the patient’s lung.
[0023] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said determined func-
tional dead space (Vd) (step c) is determined based on the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) multiplied by the usually
used factor of 2.2 ml/kg. This leads to a quick and easy estimation of the functional dead space (Vd).
[0024] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said determined
functional dead space (Vd) (step c) is determined based on volumetric capnography, measured with a carbon dioxide
measurement (DCO2) and proximal flow measurement. This leads to a very accurate determination of the functional
dead space (Vd). There are serval other measurement methods to determine the carbon dioxide data, which can be
used for the determination of the functional dead space (Vd).
[0025] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed respi-
ration frequency (f) in step e) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration work (W_tot),
which is induced to the patient using said at least one actuator of said ventilator. Thereby an improvement of the operation
of said ventilator is given and therefore a protective ventilation of the patient’s lung is ensured.
[0026] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a set first duration
ratio factor (D1) in step a) is computed with said computing system by: 

where I: E is the inspiration-to-expiration ratio and said first duration ratio factor (D1) is used for computing said respiration
frequency (f) in step e). This leads to a very quick determination of the first duration ratio factor (D1), especially if the
inspiration-to-expiration ratio is based on model values.
[0027] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said first duration ratio
factor (D1) in step a) is set to a value between 0.5 and 0.3 and is used for computing said respiration frequency (f) with
said computing system in step e). This leads to a sufficient inspiration and expiration for the patient, which is accepted
in the technical field of clinical ventilation. In one embodiment said first duration ratio factor (D1) may be set to a value
between 0.5 and 0.2 and is used for computing the respiration frequency (f) in step e).
[0028] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said first duration
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ratio factor (D1) in step a) is set to a value of 0.36 and is used for computing said respiration frequency (f) with said
computing system in step e). This leads to an optimal inspiration and expiration for the patient and a higher acceptance
in the technical field of clinical ventilation.
[0029] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a set first duration ratio
factor (D1) in step a) is set to a value of 0.5 and is used for the iteratively computing the respiration frequency (f) with
said computing system in step e). This leads to an ideal inspiration and expiration for the patient.
[0030] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a second duration
ratio factor (D2), which is additionally set in step a) is used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory
time (Te) in step f) and is unequal to said first duration ratio factor (D1). This leads to an enhanced solution to compute
said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in said computing system.
[0031] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a second duration
ratio factor (D2), which is additionally set in step a) is used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory
time (Te) in step f) and is determined by an inspiration-to-expiration (I:E) ratio. This leads to a very quick determination
of the first duration ratio factor (D2) and a quick method to compute said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time
(Te) in said computing system.
[0032] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a second duration ratio
factor (D2), which is additionally set in step a) is set to a value of 0.5. This leads to a very accurate solution to compute
said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te), which results in a preferable oxygenation.
[0033] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said inspiratory
time (Ti) is limited by an extremum, in particular said maximum and said minimum. Therefore, a protective artificial
respiration of the patient is ensured.
[0034] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said inspiratory time
(Ti) is limited by an extremum, in particular a minimum value computed with said computing system as: 

Where R* C is a time constant in seconds. Therefore, a safe and lung protective lung ventilation of the patient is ensured.
[0035] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said inspiratory time
(Ti) is limited by an extremum, in particular a minimum value computed with said computing system as: 

Where R* C is a time constant in seconds. Therefore, a safe and lung protective lung ventilation of premature infants is
ensured.
[0036] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said inspiratory
time (Ti) is limited by an extremum, in particular depending on a maximum value computed with said computing system as: 

where Timax_IBW is a maximum inspiratory time based on the ideal body weight of the patient, which comprises a range
of 1 second to 3 seconds, Timax is a maximum inspiratory time, which comprises a range of 2 seconds and 3 seconds,
R* C is the time constant in seconds. Therefore, a safe and lung protective lung ventilation of the patient is ensured.
[0037] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method the step d) further
comprises determining at least one lung compliance (C) using said computing system, which leads to a very accurate
determination of the respiration time limits.
[0038] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said expiratory
time (Te) is limited by an extremum, in particular said maximum and said minimum. Therefore, a safe and lung protective
ventilation of the patient is ensured.
[0039] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said expiratory time
(Te) is limited by an extremum, in particular a minimum value computed with said computing system as: 
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where R* C is a time constant in seconds, Vt is the tidal volume and PEEPintr is the upper limit for the intrinsic positive
end-expiratory pressure. Therefore, a safe and lung protective lung ventilation of the patient is ensured.
[0040] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said upper limit
for the intrinsic positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEPintr) is set to a value between 1 mbar and 3 mbar, preferably to
1.5 mbar, which leads to a quick computation of said expiratory time (Te).
[0041] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said expiratory time
(Te) is limited with a maximum value less than 13 seconds, which leads to a safe operation of the ventilator apparatus.
[0042] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method after the step d)
a percentage of spontaneous breaths of a patient (%Support) is determined by a proximal pressure and a proximal flow
measured with at least one transducer of said ventilator apparatus, which leads to an improved respiratory diagnostic
of the patient.
[0043] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed respi-
ration frequency (f) of said ventilator apparatus is further optimized based on said percentage of spontaneous breaths
of the patient (%Support) using said computing system. Therefore, weaning of the patient from the ventilator apparatus
is enhanced.
[0044] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a set second
duration ratio factor (D2) in step a) is computed with said computing system by: 

where I:E is the inspiration-to-expiration ratio and said second duration ratio factor (D2) is used to determine said
inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in step f). This leads to an enhanced solution to compute said inspiratory
time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in said computing system.
[0045] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said second duration
ratio factor (D2) in step a) is set to a value between 0.5 and 0.3 and is used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and
said expiratory time (Te) in step f). This leads to a sufficient inspiration and expiration for the patient, which is accepted
in the technical field of clinical ventilation. In one embodiment said second duration ratio factor (D2) may be set to a
value between 0.5 and 0.2 and is used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in step f).
[0046] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method a set second duration
ratio factor (D2) in step a) is set to a value of 0.5 and used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory
time (Te) in step f). This leads to a very accurate solution to compute said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time
(Te), which results in a preferable oxygenation.
[0047] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said optimization
of said computed respiration frequency (f) is delayed in case of a change from lower respiration frequencies to higher
respiration frequencies, which leads to an enhancement of the weaning of the patient.
[0048] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said optimization of
said computed respiration frequency (f) is delayed in case of a change from lower respiration frequencies to higher
respiration frequencies by a step width between 0.1bpm/2s and 1bpm/2s, which leads to a faster weaning of the patient
form the ventilator apparatus.
[0049] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said optimization
of said computed respiration frequency (f) is delayed in case of a change from lower respiration frequencies to higher
respiration frequencies by a step width of 0.5bpm/2s, which is an ideal set-up for weaning the patient from the ventilator
apparatus and a very high comfort for the patient.
[0050] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said optimization of
said computed respiration frequency (f) is performed in case of a change from higher respiration frequencies to lower
respiration frequencies without any delay, which leads to an additional enhancement of weaning of the patient from the
ventilator apparatus and therefore to an increased comfort for the patient.
[0051] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said optimization
of said computed respiration frequency (f) is performed in case of a change from higher respiration frequencies to lower
respiration frequencies without any delay and in case of a change from lower respiration frequencies to higher respiration
frequencies is performed with a delay.
[0052] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a method for operating a ventilator in a
ventilator apparatus, wherein in the method a duration ratio factor (D1) is set to a value of 0.36 in a computing system
of the ventilator apparatus (step a); a duration ratio factor (D2) is set to a value of 0.5 in said computing system of the
ventilator apparatus (step b); a patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) and a percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp) are
determined (step c); at least one proximal minute volume (Mvp) is calculated with said percentage proximal minute
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volume (%Mvp) and the patient’ s ideal body weight (IBW) using said computing system (step d); at least one functional
dead space volume (Vd) is determined using said computing system (step e); at least one time constant (R* C) is
determined using said computing system (step f); a respiration frequency (f) is computed using said computing system,
based on a previously defined linear lung model (ILM), comprising an assumed respiratory pressure (Rp_id), which
follows a rectangular behaviour, depending on said determined proximal minute volume (Mvp), said determined functional
dead space (Vd), said determined time constant (R* C) and said set first ratio factor (D1), where said computed respiration
frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be
induced to the patient using at least one actuator of said ventilator (step g); an inspiratory time (Ti) and an expiratory
time (Te) are determined based on said computed respiration frequency (f) and based on said set second duration ratio
factor (D2) using said computing system (step h); at least one tidal volume (Vt) is computed based on said previously
computed respiration frequency (f) and said determined proximal minute volume (Mvp) using said computing system
(step i); and at least a delivered respiratory pressure (Rp) of the ventilator is closed loop controlled based on the steps
g) to i) (step j). Thereby, the respiratory pressure (Rp), delivered from said ventilator apparatus to the lung of the patient
is optimized in an improved manner, while the tidal volume (Vt) is lowered and the respiration pressure (Rp) imposed
to the lungs of the patient is lowered during a continuous ventilation of the patient.
[0053] After starting with step a) and step b), the sequence of step c) to step f) are ordered randomly, while the
sequence of step g) to step i) are mandatory. This leads to a controlled operation of the ventilator, which finally ensures
a protective ventilation of the patient’s lung.
[0054] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said steps c) to i) are
repeated at least once and subsequently step j) is performed. Thereby, said computed respiration frequency (f) and said
tidal volume (Vt) are determined more accurate, which results to an improved operation of the ventilator in the ventilator
apparatus and furthermore leads to an enhanced ventilation of the lungs of the patient.
[0055] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed
respiration frequency (f) in step g), which is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration
mean power (W_tot), to be induced to the patient using at least one actuator of said ventilator, additionally depending
on a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP). Therefore, the preferred working point of said at least one actuator of
said ventilator will be reached more accurately.
[0056] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said positive end-
expiratory pressure (PEEP), is a received input data of the computing system of the ventilator apparatus, which leads
to a quick data processing and therefore to an enhanced artificial respiration of the patient.
[0057] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed
respiration frequency (f) is iteratively computed based on a fixed point iteration is computed with said computing system as: 

where Mvp is the proximal minute volume, Vd is the dead space, D1 is the first duration ratio factor and R* C is the time
constant. This leads to a minimum delivered mechanical parameter, especial to a minimum delivered mechanical mean
power, which is induced to the patient using said at least one actuator of said ventilator and is computed in a very
accurate way.
[0058] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the method said computed
respiration frequency (f) is iteratively computed based on a Newton’s method for finding roots with said computing
system. This leads to a very quick determination of said respiration frequency.
[0059] According to another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a ventilator apparatus is provided, com-
prising a ventilator with at least one actuator, further comprising at least one computing system connected to said at
least one actuator of said ventilator; at least one transducer is configured to provide input signals from a patient to said
at least one computing system including at least one minute volume (Mv); wherein at least one processor of the computing
system is configured to execute a program stored in a memory; wherein said program is configured to compute a
respiration frequency (f) based on a previously defined lung model (LM), depending on said at least one minute volume
(Mv), at least one stored functional dead space (Vd), at least one stored time constant (R* C) and at least one stored
duration ratio factor (D1, D2); where said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of a
delivered respiration parameter (G_tot); the program being further configured to estimate an inspiratory time (Ti) and
an expiratory time (Te) based on said computed respiration frequency (f) and said at least one duration ratio factor
(D1,D2); said program further configured to compute at least one tidal volume (Vt) based on said previously computed
respiration frequency (f) and said determined minute volume (Mv); and a closed loop controller connected to the computing
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system, the closed loop controller configured to provide output data representing a delivered respiration parameter of
the ventilator including at least one of a respiratory pressure (Rp), a respiratory volume (Rv) and a respiratory flow (Rf),
based on said computed respiration frequency (f), said inspiratory time (Ti), said expiratory time (Te) and said tidal
volume (Vt). Therefore, the respiration parameter, delivered from said ventilator to the lung of the patient is optimized,
while the tidal volume (Vt) is lowered and the respiration pressure imposed to the lungs is lowered. Said ventilator
apparatus, also called breathing apparatus, may also comprise more than one memory for storing one of the previous
said parameters, while the at least one memory is either a digital memory or an analog memory.
[0060] According to a further embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus the said program
is configured to compute a respiration frequency (f), which is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered me-
chanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to the patient using at least one actuator of said ventilator. This
leads to an enhanced respiration of the patient’s lung.
[0061] According to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein said ventilator further comprises a gas source,
for example a turbine, for providing at least one of said delivered respiratory parameter, which is connected to said at
least one actuator of said ventilator. Said at least one actuator of said ventilator is configured to control at least one of
the delivered respiratory parameter from the ventilator to the patient using said computed respiration frequency (f).
Therefore, said respiratory parameter is controllable very accurate and said tidal volume (Vt) is lowered, the respiration
pressure imposed to the lungs is lowered and the delivered work is minimized.
[0062] According to a further embodiment of the present invention further comprises an external gas source, for
example an external compressed gas source, for providing at least one of said delivered respiratory parameter, which
is connected to said at least one actuator of said ventilator. Said at least one actuator of said ventilator is configured to
control at least one of the delivered respiratory parameter from the ventilator to the patient using said computed respiration
frequency (f). Said external pressure source ensures a stable air supply of said at least one actuator of said ventilator.
[0063] According to an embodiment of the present invention said at least one actuator of said ventilator comprises a
valve. The valve ensures a quick and reliable control said at least one of the delivered respiratory parameter from the
ventilator to the patient.
[0064] According to a further embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus the closed loop
controller is a cascaded closed loop controller, wherein for example said tidal volume (Vt) is closed loop controlled in a
first cascade and said delivering respiratory parameter, like the respiratory pressure (Rp), is closed loop controlled in a
second cascade. This leads to an enhanced closed loop control of a respiratory parameter in a ventilation apparatus.
Those skilled in art know comparable cascaded closed loop controller for said ventilator.
[0065] According to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus, said closed loop
controller is a part of said computing system, which leads to a compact arrangement of said computing system.
[0066] According to a further embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus, said closed
loop controller is separated from said computing system and connected to said computing system, which leads to an
easy and cost saving arrangement of the components of the ventilator apparatus.
[0067] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein said ventilator apparatus further
comprises a user interface coupled to said at least one computing system for setting at least one of the previous said
parameters and further comprising a display unit coupled to said at least one computing system for displaying the output
data, representing at least said computed respiration frequency (f) and at least one of said respiratory pressure (Rp) or
said respiratory volume (Rv) or said respiratory flow (Rf). At least the important parameters are graphically displayable
and therefore visible for medical professionals and/or other users. In addition, the user interface comprises at least one
control instrument (Touchscreen, Keyport) to set at least one of the previously disclosed parameters. Said display unit
is either part of said user interface or is separated from said user interface and connected to said user interface.
[0068] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein the ventilator apparatus comprises
at least one transducer configured to provide input signals representing at least one of a positive end-expiratory pressure
(PEEP), an oxygen concentration (FiO2), pressure limits (Pmax), an inspiration trigger (IT), an expiration trigger (ET),
a carbon dioxide measurement data (DCO2), and a rise time. Therefore, an easy processing of the data in said at least
one computing system is possible and an enhancement of the artificial respiration based on said input signals is ensured.
[0069] According to a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus
comprises at least one A/D converter connected between said at least one transducer and said at least one computing
system to convert analog signals from said at least one transducer into digital signals, which are processed in said at
least one computing system, which leads to a fast processing of the signals.
[0070] According to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, wherein in the ventilator apparatus comprises
at least one D/A converter connected between said closed loop controller and said at least one actuator of said ventilator
to convert the digital signals into analog signals and to supply said analog signals to said at least one actuator of said
ventilator, which subsequently operates with at least said computed respiration frequency (f) and said tidal volume (Vt).
This leads to an easy and fast processing of the signals and ensures an enhanced respiration of the patient.
[0071] Additional exemplary embodiments of the apparatus and the method of the invention are described below.

·
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Additional advantages result from the following description and figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0072] For the purpose of illustrating the invention, a presently preferred form of the invention is shown in the drawings.
However, it is understood that this invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown.

Fig. 1 depicts a general use case of a ventilator apparatus of the invention including a ventilation of a patient.

Fig. 2 is a block diagram depicting general components of the invention including amongst other things a ventilator
apparatus, a user interface, a computing system, an actuator of a ventilator and transducers.

Fig. 3 is a process flow chart illustrating one embodiment of a method according to the invention, including a general
sequence of steps executable by a programmable computing system of the invention.

Fig. 4 is a process flow chart illustrating one preferred embodiment of a method according to the invention, including
a preferred sequence of steps executable by a computing system of the invention.

Fig. 5 is a process flow chart illustrating further embodiment of a method according to the new respiration method of
the invention combined with a known ventilation method, including a preferred sequence of steps executable
by a computing system of the invention.

Fig. 6 depicts a diagram, which shows a comparison of the respiratory rate behaviour of an ARDS patient using a
respiration method following the minimum work of breathing (MBW) and an ARDS patient using a respiration
method following the minimum delivered parameter of the actuator of the ventilator (MDP).

Fig. 7 depicts a diagram, which shows a comparison of the respiratory pressure behaviour of an ARDS patient using
a respiration method following the minimum work of breathing (MBW) and an ARDS patient using a respiration
method (AVM) following the minimum delivered parameter of the actuator of the ventilator (MDP).

Fig. 8 depicts a diagram, which shows a comparison of the respiratory flow behaviour of an ARDS patient using a
respiration method following the minimum work of breathing (MBW) and an ARDS patient using a respiration
method (AVM) following the minimum delivered parameter of the actuator of the ventilator (MDP).

[0073] Fig. 1 depicts a ventilator apparatus 10, which is connected with a patient 5 using a respiratory tube 8, where
the ventilator apparatus 10 is configured to ventilate a patient 5 according to the claimed method of the invention.
[0074] The present invention comprises a method for operating of a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus, which differs
extensively from the known methods state of the art by its philosophy. The automatic ventilation modes state in the art
uses the philosophy of Otis et. al, where the computed respiration frequency is based on the minimum work of human
breathing. The present ventilation method, which is called adaptive ventilation mode (AVM), comprises a philosophy,
where the iteratively computed respiration frequency is based on the minimum delivered parameter of the actuator of
the ventilator induced to the patient’s lungs. This extensive change in the way of thinking results in a new ventilation
mode, which ensures a lung protective ventilation of mammals, especially of humans.
[0075] Fig. 6 to Fig. 8 depict diagrams, which show a comparison of the respiratory parameter behaviour of an ARDS
patient, ventilated with a ventilator apparatus using a respiration method following the minimum work of breathing (MBW)
(dotted line), and an ARDS patient ventilated with a ventilator apparatus using said respiration AVM method following
the minimum delivered parameter of the actuator of the ventilator (MDP) (full line). The comparison assumes an ARDS
patient with an ideal body weight (IBW) of 70kg, a dead space (Vd) of 2.2ml/kg, an airway resistance (R) of 9 mbar/l/s
and a lung compliance of 25 ml/mbar.
[0076] The diagram in Fig. 6 depicts at its ordinate a respiratory rate [bpm] and at the abscissa a proximal minute
volume [l/min]. Said respiratory rate is calculated by a respiration frequency (f) multiplied by 60. The diagram clearly
shows an increased slope of the respiratory rate with respect to an increasing proximal minute volume using the AVM
method for the operation of the ventilator in a ventilator apparatus, which is favourable for a protective respiration of a
patient’s lung.
[0077] The diagram in Fig. 7 depicts at its ordinate a respiratory pressure [mbar] and at the abscissa the time [s]. The
diagram shows a decreased respiratory pressure with respect to the time [s] using the AVM method (full line) with the
MDP mode, while the amount of respiration cycles is increased compared to said MBW mode. Therefore, a decreased
stress of the patient’s lung is ensured. The same behaviour is observed in Fig. 8 with the respiratory flow [l/min] at its
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ordinate.
[0078] Fig. 2 depicts a block diagram with the general components and applications of the ventilation apparatus 10
of the invention using the AVM method to improve the operation of the at least one actuator of the said ventilator in said
ventilation apparatus. Said ventilation apparatus 10 comprises a user interface 12 connected to a display unit 14. Said
user interface 12 comprises a touchscreen 16 with which the user is able to enter a data, e.g. a patient data like among
others the ideal body weight (IBW) of the patient. A computing system 20 of said ventilation apparatus 10 comprises a
memory 22 and a processor 24, where a program comprising at least the method of the invention is executed by said
processor 24. The received data are saved in said memory 22 or are computed directly in said processor 24. Said
ventilator apparatus 10 further comprises a A/D converter 28 connected to said computing system 20. Transducers 35,
36 provide at least one input signal, e.g. a proximal respiration pressure (Rpp), a proximal respiration flow (Rfp) and a
carbon dioxide data (DCO2), concerning to the patient’s data and are connected to said A/D converter 28 or are directly
connected to said computing system 20. Said computing system 20 further comprises a closed-loop controller 30. Said
closed-loop controller 30 is further connected via a D/A converter 40 with an actuator of the ventilator 45, which ensures
the ventilation of a patient. Said ventilator apparatus 10 comprises a gas source 43, which is connected via a D/A
converter 41 to said closed loop controller 30. Said gas source 43 is configured to generate a mechanical respiration
mean power and is connected to said at least one actuator 45. Said gas source 43 is for example a turbine or an external
compressed a gas source and is configured to supply said at least one actuator of said ventilator 45 with compressed
gas, like among others are air or oxygen. Said ventilator comprises at least said one actuator 45 or comprises at least
said gas source 43 and at least said one actuator 45. Said at least one actuator 45 comprises a valve 46 for controlling
the mechanical respiration mean power, to be delivered to the patient 5, while additionally losses in the respiratory tube
8 are considered.
[0079] Fig. 3 shows a process flow chart of one embodiment of a general sequence of steps executed to carry out
said AVM method of the invention to improve the operation of at least one actuator of a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus.
After the start of the flow chart 200, a duration ratio factor (D1, D2) is set in said computing system of said ventilator
apparatus in step 202, where the value of the duration ratio factor (D1, D2) is experimentally defined by an inspiration-
to-expiration ratio, which is known by those skilled in art and limited in a range of 1:4 to 1:1.
[0080] In the next step 204 a minute volume (Mv) is determined in said computing system, which is either the proximal
minute volume (Mvp) or the alveolar minute volume (Mva).
[0081] In the next step 206 a functional dead space (Vd) is determined in said computing system, followed by the next
step 208 which comprises a determination of a time constant (R* C) in said computing system based on the continuously
measured proximal respiration flow (Rfp) data.
[0082] After the general data collection disclosed in the steps 202 to 208, the respiration frequency (f) is iteratively
computed using said computing system in the step 210. Said iteratively computed respiration frequency (f) is based on
a lung model (LM) and depends on said determined minute volume (Mv), said determined functional dead space (Vd),
said determined time constant (R* C) and said set duration ratio factor (D1, D2), where said computed respiration
frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered respiration parameter (G_tot).
[0083] In the next step 212, the inspiratory time (Ti) and the expiratory time (Te) are computed using said computing
system based on set duration ratio factor (D1, D2) and said computed respiration frequency (f) of step 210.
[0084] After the step 212, the program passes the step 214, where the tidal volume (Vt) is estimated using said
computing system based on one of said computed respiration frequencies (f) and said determined minute volume (Mv)
of step 204.
[0085] In the subsequent step 216, a closed loop control of at least one respiration parameter is initiated based on
the estimated tidal volume (Vt), the computed inspiratory time (Ti) and the computed expiratory time (Te) using a closed
loop controller.
[0086] The final step 218 in the flow chart comprises the control of the respiratory parameter sent from the actuator
of the ventilator to the patient. Those skilled in art know, that there is also a control of the other respiratory parameters
possible, like the respiratory flow (Rf).
[0087] The previous said lung model (LM) is either a linear lung model (ILM) or a nonlinear lung model (nLM). A linear
lung model comprises at least a linear behaviour of the airway Resistance (R) and at least a linear behaviour of the lung
compliance (C). Said nonlinear lung model (nLM) comprises an airway resistance (R) with a linear behaviour (Ra) and
a quadratic behaviour (Ra’), while the behaviour of the lung compliance (C) is linear. Other behaviours of the airway
Resistance (R), e.g. a polynomial behaviour, are also possible.
[0088] The basis of said lung model (LM) are the equation of motion, which are known from literature, and are calculated
as 
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for the linear lung model (ILM) and 

 for the nonlinear lung model (nLM),
where P(t) is the actual proximal pressure, V(t) is the actual lung volume and F(t) is the actual flow to the patient.
[0089] In the preferred embodiment, the assumed respiratory pressure (Rp_id) follows a rectangular behaviour, while
the assumed respiratory flow (Rf_id) follows an exponential behaviour.
[0090] Considering the previous assumption, the delivered respiration parameter (G_tot) of the ventilator is expressed
by: 

where GC is the considered part of the lung compliance (C) and GR is the assumed part of the airway resistance (R) of
the patient.
[0091] Said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered respiration
parameter (G_tot) which is induced to a patient using said ventilator: 

[0092] The respiration frequency (f) is generally computed in said computing system by the following steps:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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where k < 1 is suitable for convergence, fmin is the minimal tolerable respiration frequency, fmax is the maximal
tolerable respiration frequency and ε is the criteria for successful convergence. Those skilled in art knows how to
write the above disclosed equations into a program code using for example a C+ + ® software package, C# ®
software package or similar software packages.

[0093] Fig. 4 shows a process flow chart of one embodiment of a preferred sequence of steps executed to carry out
said AVM method of the invention to operate at least one actuator of a ventilator in said ventilator apparatus in a very
detailed manner. Those skilled in art know, that there will be sent an alarm signal from the ventilator apparatus, if one
of the following parameters are run out of their limits.
[0094] After the start of the flow chart 300, a first duration ratio factor (D1) is set to a value of 0.36 in a computing
system of the ventilator apparatus, which is an experimental value, defined by field tests of the AVM mode. In the same
step 302 a second duration ratio factor (D2) is set to a value of 0.5 in said computing system, which results of an
inspiration-to-expiration ratio (I:E) of 1:1.
[0095] At step 304 the percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp), the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) are deter-
mined, provided as input parameter in a user interface.
[0096] In the next step 306 the proximal minute volume (Mvp) based on the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) and the
percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp) is computed in said computing system.
[0097] In the next step 308 a functional dead space (Vd) is determined in said computing system, which is either
calculated by said patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) and multiplied by the usually used factor of 2.2 ml/kg, or which can
be estimated considering a carbon dioxide measurement data.
[0098] The next step 310 comprises the determination of a time constant (R* C) in said computing system based on
the continuously measured proximal respiratory flow (Rfp) data of the patient.
[0099] After the general data collection disclosed in the steps 302 to 310, the respiration frequency (f) is iteratively
computed using said computing system in the step 312. The iteratively computed respiration frequency (f) is based on
the previously disclosed assumed linear lung model (ILM) (Eq. 8) with a respiratory pressure, which follows a rectangular
behaviour and depends on the determined proximal minute volume (Mvp), said determined functional dead space (Vd),
said determined time constant (R* C) and said set first duration ratio factor (D1), where said computed respiration
frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be
induced to the patient using said at least one actuator of the ventilator, which is explained subsequently in detail.
[0100] Assuming a respiratory pressure (Rp_id) follows a rectangular behaviour, while an assumed respiratory flow
(Rf_id) follows an exponential behaviour.
[0101] Considering the previous assumption, the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot) of said actuator
of the ventilator is expressed by: 

where WC is the part of the power considering the lung compliance (C) and WR is the part of the power considering the
airway resistance (R) of the patient.
[0102] The disclosed lung compliance part WC is determined by 

and the disclosed airway resistance part WR is determined by 

where C is said lung compliance, R* C is said time constant, Ti is said inspiratory time and Vt is the tidal volume, which
can be expressed by 

·

·

· ·

·

·
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where Mva is the alveolar minute volume and Vd is the functional dead space.
[0103] Said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical
respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to a patient using said actuator of said ventilator: 

[0104] Considering the known substitution of Mva= Mvp-Vd* f, the resulting iteratively computed respiration frequency
(f) based on a fixed point iteration is computed with said computing system as: 

[0105] In the next step 314, the inspiratory time (Ti) and the expiratory time (Te) are computed in said computing
system based on determined second duration ratio factor (D2) and the computed respiration frequency (f) of step 312.
[0106] After the step 314, the program passes the step 316, where the previously computed inspiratory time (Ti) and
the computed expiratory time (Te) is limited by an extremum explained in equations Eq.4 to Eq. 6.
[0107] In the next step 318, the tidal volume (Vt) is estimated in said computing system based on one of the previously
computed respiration frequency (f) and the determined proximal minute volume (Mvp) of the step 304.
[0108] In subsequent step 320, a closed loop control is initiated based on the estimated tidal volume (Vt), the computed
inspiratory time (Ti) and the computed expiratory time (Te) using the closed loop controller.
[0109] The final step 322 in the flow chart comprises the control of a respiration parameter, in particular the respiratory
pressure (Rp), sent from said at least one actuator of the ventilator to the patient.
[0110] A further assumption of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to a patient
using said actuator of the ventilator comprising additionally a WPEEP and is expressed by: 

where WPEEP, is the assumed part considering the positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP) of the patient. In this case,
a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP) of the patient larger than 0 is considered, where WPEEP is expressed by 

[0111] In addition, an intrinsic PEEP exists in the human lung, which is not measurable but can be calculated analytically.
For proper computation, the effective PEEP in the lung is used. In respect to an intrinsic PEEP, not only the PEEP setting
of the ventilation is considered, but also the intrinsic PEEP of the patient. Therefore, the PEEP in the lung is given by: 

[0112] The respiration frequency (f) in the previously disclosed step 210 or step 312 is alternatively iteratively computed
in said computing system by the following steps:

1. 

2. 

·

·
·

·
·
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

where k < 1 is suitable for convergence, fmin is the minimal tolerable respiration frequency, fmax is the maximal
tolerable respiration frequency and ε is the criteria for successful convergence. Those skilled in art knows how to
write the above disclosed equations into a program code using for example a VISUAL C+ + ® software package,
C# ® software package or similar software packages.

[0113] In addition, the previously disclosed new adaptive ventilation mode (AVM) is combinable with other ventilation
modes, which are known from the state of the art. One possible combination of the previously mentioned adaptive
support ventilation (ASV)-like mode, which is based on the ventilation philosophy of Otis et. al, is depicted Fig. 5.
[0114] Fig. 5 shows a process flow chart of one embodiment of a preferred sequence of steps executed to carry out
the AVM method of the invention in combination with the adaptive support ventilation (ASV)-like mode to further improve
the operation of a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus. After the start of the flow chart 400 a first duration ratio factor (D1)
and a second duration ratio factor (D2) is provided in the computing system, which are experimentally defined values,
where the value of the first duration ratio factor (D1) is set to 0.36 and the value of the second duration ratio factor (D2)
is set to 0.5 (step 402).
[0115] At step 404 the percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp), the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) are deter-
mined and provided to said computing system.
[0116] In the next step 406 the proximal minute volume (Mvp) based on the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) and the
percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp) is computed in said computing system.
[0117] Alternatively, the proximal minute volume (Mvp) is read directly in step 404 or the alveolar minute volume (Mva)
is used.
[0118] In the next step 407, a possibly measured carbon dioxide data (DCO2) is checked and if the measurement is
provided, a real functional dead space (Vd) is computed in said computing system considering the volumetric capnography
(step 408). The volumetric capnography is usually measured with the carbon dioxide data (DCO2) and the proximal
respiratory flow measurement (Rfp). Those skilled in art also know other measurement techniques to provide the carbon
dioxide data (DCO2).
[0119] If the measured carbon dioxide data (DCO2) is not provided by a measurement technique, the functional dead
space (Vd) is computed in said computing system by the patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) multiplied by the usually used
factor of 2.2 ml/kg, which is shown in step 409. At step 410, the time constant (R* C) and the percentage of spontaneous
breaths of the patient (%Support) is measured by a proximal pressure and proximal flow measurement with a transducer
of the ventilator apparatus
[0120] In this preferred embodiment, if the percentage of spontaneous breaths of the patient (%Support) is smaller
than 1, the ventilation AVM method of this invention is performed, which is disclosed in step 411. There the respiration
frequency (f) is iteratively computed in said computing system, which is based on a previously disclosed linear lung
model (ILM) and depends on said determined proximal minute volume (Mvp), said determined functional dead space
(Vd), said determined time constant (R* C) and said set first duration ratio factor (D1), where said computed respiration
frequency (f) is optimized on at least one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be
induced to a patient using said actuator of the ventilator.

·
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[0121] After step 411, said computed respiration frequency (f) is compared to the actual respiration frequency (f) of
the patient and if necessary (step 413), the actual induced respiration frequency (f) is slowly increased with step width
of 0.5bpm/2s using said computing system, which is depicted in step 415. However, the increase of the actual induced
respiration frequency is limited by the computed respiration frequency (f) of step 411. Otherwise the new said computed
respiration frequency (f) in said computing system is used immediately, shown in step 414.
[0122] If the previous said percentage of spontaneous breaths of the patient (%Support) is larger than 1, the ASV-like
mode is performed, which is disclosed in step 412. There the respiration frequency (f) is iteratively computed in said
computing system, which depends on the determined proximal minute volume (Mvp), the determined functional dead
space (Vd), the determined time constant (R* C), where said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized on minimum
breathing work frequency (f) of the patient and used immediately for the computations in said computing system in the
next step 416.
[0123] In the next step 416, the inspiratory time (Ti) and the expiratory time (Te) are computed in said computing
system based on said set second duration ratio factor (D2) and either with the computed respiration frequency (f) in step
411 or with the computed respiration frequency (f) in step 412.
[0124] In the next step 418, the previously computed inspiratory time (Ti) and the computed expiratory time (Te) is
limited, explained by the equations Eq. 4 and Eq. 5, while the expiratory time (Te) is limited with a maximum value of
12 seconds.
[0125] After the step 418, the program passes the step 420, where tidal volume (Vt) is estimated in said computing
system based on one of the previously computed respiration frequencies (f) disclosed in the steps 414 or 415 and the
computed proximal minute volume (Mvp) of the step 406.
[0126] In subsequent step 420, a closed loop control is initiated based on the estimated tidal volume (Vt), the computed
inspiratory time (Ti) and the computed expiratory time (Te) using a closed loop controller and starting again with the
check of the possibly carbon dioxide measurement of step 407.
[0127] The final step 424 in the flow chart comprises the control of the respiratory pressure sent from the actuator of
the ventilator to the patient.

list of reference signs

[0128]

5 patient
8 respiratory tube
10 ventilation apparatus
12 user interface
14 display unit
16 touchscreen
20 computing system
22 memory
24 processor
28 A/D converter
30 closed loop controller
35 transducer (CO2 measurement)
36 transducer proximal pressure and flow measurement
40 D/A converter
41 D/A converter
43 gas source
45 actuator of the ventilator
46 valve

200-218 general sequence of steps of the invention

300-322 one embodiment of sequence of steps of the invention

400-424 alternative embodiment of sequence of steps of the invention

Mva alveolar minute volume
Vta alveolar tidal volume
Mv minute volume
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Vd dead space
R* C time constant
D1 first duration ratio factor
D2 second duration ratio factor
LM lung model
ILM linear lung model
nLM nonlinear lung model
f respiration frequency
G_tot delivered parameter of the ventilator
W_tot delivered mechanical respiration work of the actuator of the ventilator
W_tot delivered mechanical respiration mean power of the actuator of the ventilator
Ti inspiratory time
Te expiratory time
Vt tidal volume
Rp respiratory pressure
Rf respiratory flow
Rv respiratory volume
R airway resistance
Ra linear part of the airway resistance
Ra’ quadratic part of the airway resistance
C lung compliance
Rp_id ideal respiratory pressure
Rf_id ideal respiratory flow
Rv_id ideal respiratory volume
Mvp proximal minute volume
IBW ideal body weight
%Mvp percentage proximal minute volume
PEEP positive end-expiratory pressure
I:E inspiration-to-expiration ratio
Timax_IBW maximum inspiratory time based on the ideal body weight
Timax maximum inspiratory time
PEEPintr upper limit for the intrinsic positive end-expiratory pressure
%Support percentage of spontaneous breaths of the patient
ASV adaptive support ventilation
AVM adaptive ventilation mode
Rpp proximal respiration pressure
Rfp proximal respiration flow
DCO2 carbon dioxide data
P(t) actual proximal pressure
F(t) actual proximal flow
V(t) actual lung volume

Claims

1. A method for operating a ventilator in a ventilator apparatus (10) by using a computing system (20) of the ventilator
apparatus (10), the method comprising the steps of:

a) setting at least one duration ratio factor (D1, D2) in the computing system (20);
b) determining at least one minute volume (Mv);
c) determining at least one functional dead space (Vd);
d) determining at least one time constant (R* C) based on continuous measurement of at least one respiration
parameter of the patient including at least one of the proximal respiration pressure (Rpp) or the proximal res-
piration flow (Rfp) of the patient;
e) computing a respiration frequency (f) based on a previously defined lung model (LM), depending on said
determined minute volume (Mv), said determined functional dead space (Vd), said determined time constant
(R* C) and said set duration ratio factor (D1, D2), where said computed respiration frequency (f) is optimized
on at least one minimum of a delivered parameter (G_tot);

·
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f) determining an inspiratory time (Ti) and an expiratory time (Te) based on said computed respiration frequency
(f) and said set duration ratio factor (D1, D2);
g) computing at least one tidal volume (Vt) based on said computed respiration frequency (f) and said determined
minute volume (Mv); and
h) closed loop controlling at least one of a delivered respiratory parameter of the ventilator, including at least
one of a respiratory pressure (Rp), a respiratory flow (Rf) or a respiratory volume (Rv) of the ventilator based
on the steps e) to g).

2. The method of claim 1, wherein step b) to step g) are repeated at least once and subsequently step h) is performed.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein said at least one minimum of a delivered parameter (G_tot) includes at least
one minimum of the delivered mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to the patient using at
least one actuator of said ventilator.

4. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein said lung model (LM) in step e) comprises an airway resistance
(R) and a lung compliance (C), following independently at least a linear behaviour or at least a quadratic behaviour
or at least a polynomial behaviour, and/or
wherein said lung model (LM) in step e) further comprises at least one of the group of an assumed respiratory
pressure (Rp_id), an assumed respiratory flow (Rf_id) and an assumed respiratory volume (Rv_id), which following
at least a of an exponential behaviour, a rectangular behaviour, a sinusoidal behaviour or a saw tooth behaviour.

5. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein said minute volume (Mv) in step b) is a proximal minute volume
(Mvp) calculated based on a previously determined patient’s ideal body weight (IBW) and a previously determined
percentage proximal minute volume (%Mvp) or is the alveolar minute volume (Mva),
or based on a previously determined mechanical respiration mean power (W_tot), to be induced to the patient.

6. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein said computed respiration frequency (f) in step e), which is
optimized on at least one minimum of a delivered parameter (G_tot), which is induced to the patient using said
ventilator, additionally depends on a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP), and wherein said positive end-expir-
atory pressure (PEEP) is preferably a received input data of said computing system.

7. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein said determined functional dead space (Vd) is determined based
on volumetric capnography, which is measured with a carbon dioxide measurement and a proximal flow measure-
ment.

8. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein a set first duration ratio factor (D1) in step a) is computed with
said computing system by: 

where I:E is the inspiration-to-expiration ratio and said first duration ratio factor (D1) is used for computing of the
respiration frequency (f) in step e);
or wherein a set first duration ratio factor (D1) in step a) is set to a value between 0.5 and 0.2, preferably between
0.5 and 0.3, and is used for computing of the respiration frequency (f) in step e);
or wherein a set first duration ratio factor (D1) in step a) is set to a value of 0.36 and is used for computing of the
respiration frequency (f) in step e).

9. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein the inspiratory time (Ti) is limited by an extremum preferably a
minimum value computed with said computing system as: 

and/ or depending on a maximum value computed with said computing system as: 

·

·
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 where Timax_IBW is a maximum inspiratory time based on the ideal body weight (IBW) of the patient, which comprises
a range of 1 second to 3 seconds, Timax is a maximum inspiratory time, which comprises a range of 2 seconds and
3 seconds and R* C is the time constant in seconds.

10. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein step d) further comprises determining at least one lung compliance
(C), wherein said expiratory time (Te) is limited by an extremum, in particular a minimum value computed with said
computing system as: 

where R* C is the time constant in seconds, Vt is the tidal volume, PEEPintr is the upper limit for the intrinsic positive
end-expiratory pressure, which is set preferably between 1 mbar and 3 mbar, further preferably set to 1.5 mbar,
and C is the lung compliance.

11. The method of any of the previous claims, wherein a second duration ratio factor (D2) in step a) is computed with
said computing system by: 

where I: E is the delivered inspiration-to-expiration ratio and said second duration ratio factor (D2) is used to determine
said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in step f),
or wherein a set second duration ratio factor (D2) in step a) is set to a value between 0.5 and 0.2, preferably between
0.5 and 0.3, and is used to determine said inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in step f);
or wherein a set second duration ratio factor (D2) in step a) is set to a value of 0.5 and is used to determine said
inspiratory time (Ti) and said expiratory time (Te) in step f).

12. The method of any of the claims 5 to 11 wherein said computed respiration frequency (f) is iteratively computed
based on a fixed point iteration is computed with said computing system as: 

where Mvp is the proximal minute volume, Vd is the functional dead space, D1 is the at least one duration ratio
factor and R* C is the time constant.

13. A ventilator apparatus (10) comprising a ventilator with at least one actuator (45), further comprising;
at least one computing system (20) connected to said at least one actuator of the ventilator (45);
at least one transducer (35, 36) configured to provide input signals from a patient (5) to said computing system (20)
including at least one minute volume (Mv);
wherein at least one processor (24) of the computing system (20) is configured to execute a program stored in a
memory (22) of the computing system (20), said program being configured to compute a respiration frequency (f)
based on a previously defined lung model (LM), depending on said minute volume (Mv), at least one stored functional
dead space (Vd), at least one stored time constant (R* C) and at least one stored duration ratio factor (D1, D2), said
computed respiration frequency (f) being optimized on at least one minimum of a delivered parameter (G_tot);
the program being further configured to estimate an inspiratory time (Ti) and an expiratory time (Te) based on said
computed respiration frequency (f) and said at least one duration ratio factor (D1, D2), and to compute at least one
tidal volume (Vt) based on said computed respiration frequency (f) and said determined minute volume (Mv);
and a closed loop controller connected to said computing system (20), the closed loop controller configured to
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provide output data representing a delivered respiratory parameter of the ventilator, including at least one of a
respiratory pressure (Rp), a respiratory volume (Rv) and a respiratory flow (Rf), based on said computed respiration
frequency (f), said determined inspiratory time (Ti), said determined expiratory time (Te) and said computed tidal
volume (Vt).

14. The ventilator apparatus of claim 14, further comprising a user interface (12) coupled to said at least one computing
system (20) for setting at least said respiratory parameters and further comprising a display unit (14) coupled to
said at least one computing system (20) for displaying output data, representing at least said computed respiration
frequency (f) and at least one of said respiratory pressure (Rp) or said respiratory volume (Rv) or said respiratory
flow (Rf).

15. The ventilator apparatus of claim 13 or 14, further comprising at least one transducer (35, 36) configure to provide
input signals representing at least one of a positive end-expiratory pressure (PEEP), an oxygen concentration (FiO2),
pressure limits (Pmax), an inspiration trigger (IT), an expiration trigger (ET), CO2 measurement data (DCO2) or a
rise time.
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