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(54) FILTER DOOR FOR AUTONOMOUS SWIMMING POOL CLEANER

(57) A filter door (200) for an autonomous, submers-
ible vehicle is disclosed. The filter door (200) includes a
living hinge that biases the panel forming the door to a
closed position. The living hinge may be provided by
mesh (206) that extends beyond the periphery of a panel

to create a living hinge. The mesh may also prevent dirt
and debris from entering or escaping around a pivot edge
of the panel. This increases the life span of the filter door
and the cleaning efficiency of the autonomous, submers-
ible vehicle.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to and the benefit
of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 62/431,576,
filed December 8, 2016, and entitled "Enhanced Filter
Door," the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of
swimming pool cleaners and, in particular, to a filter door
for a filter included in a swimming pool cleaner, such as
a robotic and/or motorized pool cleaner.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In order to automate pool cleaning, many mo-
torized or automatic pool cleaners have been developed.
There are many different types of swimming pool clean-
ers; however, typically, motorized pool cleaners (which
are sometimes also referred to as pool cleaning robots)
use a pump or suction system to clean a pool. The pump
or suction system draws a combination of water and
dirt/debris, via an intake, into a filter included or installed
in the pool cleaner, such as a filter bag or filter box, that
is configured to capture the dirt/debris, thereby cleaning
the pool water. In some instances, a pool cleaning robot
may include cleaning brushes or pressurized jets to dis-
lodge debris from pool surfaces so that the dislodged
dirt/debris can be drawn into the filter (via the intake) by
the suction of the pump system. As an example, U.S.
Patent No. 8,434,182, which is incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety, discloses an autonomous pool
cleaner with high pressure cleaning jets that dislodge
dirt/debris from pool surfaces so that the dirt/debris can
be drawn into and captured in a filter bag (due to suction
created by a pump system).
[0004] Often, a filter for a pool cleaner includes an in-
take port or mount configured to be installed or placed
over the intake port of an autonomous robot. The intake
port of the filter or the robot may include a flap (also called
a "filter door") that is configured to selectively cover the
respective intake port. The flap may be opened as the
pump system initiates suction so that pool water and
there debris therein can enter the filter. Then, when the
pump system is turned off and/or before the pool cleaner
is removed from the pool, the flap may close the intake
port to prevent debris from exiting the filter. In order to
allow the flap to move between open and closed posi-
tions, the cover is often pivotally coupled to the filter box
or filter bag (or the robot). Regardless of how the pivotal
coupling is achieved, the pivotal coupling leaves at least
a small gap between the body of the filter (or the robot)
and the flap; this gap allows for rotation of the flap with
respect to the filter (or robot). Consequently, collected

debris may escape back into the pool via the gap. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, dirt and debris may gather in the
gap, thereby preventing or inhibiting the flap from rotating
to a closed position. Additionally, dirt and debris that gath-
ers in the gap may wear the edge of the flap (which is
often formed from a plastic material) as the flap opens
and closes. For example, sand, which is very abrasive,
could collect in the gap between the body of the filter (or
the robot) and the flap and prematurely wear the body or
the flap in this gap area as the flap repeatedly opens and
closes.
[0005] Moreover, in some embodiments, the flap is at-
tached to the filter box/bag (or robot) via a spring-biased
hinge (or other such rotational coupling). However, since
the spring is regularly submerged in a body of water, the
spring may lose its resiliency and/or corrode. Then, the
flap may not close properly and debris may escape the
filter and/or robot and re-enter the pool, rendering the
pool cleaning robot largely useless (since the cleaner will
simply be relocating dirt and debris within a pool).
[0006] In at least some instances, a filter and/or pool
cleaning robot may include filtered outlets (e.g., sieves)
configured to drain the water from filter bag or filter box
while limiting the amount of debris that can exit the filter
bag or box during this draining. Draining the filter bag or
filter box may lighten the filter, reducing the overall weight
of the autonomous robot so that a user can easily remove
the autonomous robot from a pool. However, these ad-
ditional outlets may increase the complexity, and thus,
the cost of the filters and/or robots. Moreover, each ad-
ditional outlet added to a filter and/or robot increases the
chance of debris exiting the filter and dispersing back
into the pool.
[0007] In view of at least the aforementioned issues,
an enhanced filter door that prevents debris from escap-
ing a filter and/or better filters the escaping water without
generating maintenance issues is desirable. Moreover,
an enhanced filter door that increases drainage flow from
the filter and/or robot (e.g., during removal of an auton-
omous pool cleaner in which the filter is installed from a
pool) is desirable.

SUMMARY

[0008] The present invention relates to an enhanced
filter door. The filter door includes a living hinge that bi-
ases the door to a closed position, eliminating the need
for a spring or other such biasing member that might be-
come corroded and/or ineffective after repeated under-
water use. Additionally, the filter door may also include
mesh that allows water, but not debris, to exit there-
through. In at least some embodiments, the mesh ex-
tends beyond the periphery of the filter door, over a pivot
edge of a panel of the filter door to prevent dirt and debris
from escaping around the pivot edge or becoming lodged
therein. Moreover, the portion of the mesh extending over
the pivoting edge may acts as the living hinge.
[0009] Due at least to the aforementioned features, the
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present invention avoids problems created by known fil-
ter doors/covers/flaps (e.g., allowing dirt/debris to es-
cape and malfunctioning due to a build-up of dirt in a gap
adjacent a pivot edge of the door and/or issues associ-
ated with spring biasing). Consequently, a pool cleaner
using a filter with the filter door presented herein may
operate for a longer period of time without filter-door re-
lated maintenance (as compared to pool cleaners using
filters with typical filter doors/covers). Moreover, since a
pool cleaner using a filter with the filter door presented
herein (referred to herein as a host pool cleaner) limits
the amount of collected debris spilled back into the pool
(through or around the filter door), the host pool cleaner
may more effectively and efficiently clean a pool. More
efficient cleaning may, in turn, reduce the amount of run
time required for a pool cleaning robot, thereby extending
the life span of other parts or components (e.g., the drive
system) of the pool cleaning robot and reducing the costs
of operation and maintenance for an end-user.
[0010] Still further, since the mesh, which in some cas-
es may be produced by overmolding the hard plastic door
frame over the mesh material, allows water to escape
from the filter box and/or robot, the filter door may de-
crease or minimize the number of drains required to be
included in the filter box and/or robot, thereby decreasing
the complexity (and the cost) of a filter and/or robot. This
minimization may also limit the number of parts or pieces
that might malfunction, thereby decreasing frustration
and maintenance costs for an end-user.
[0011] The present invention relates to a filter door for
an intake port of a filter for a swimming pool cleaner,
comprising: a support structure with a pivot edge and a
distal edge that rotates about the pivot edge in order to
selectively move the support structure between a closed
position that closes the intake port and an open position
that opens the intake port; a mesh attached onto a sur-
face of the support structure; and a living hinge that bi-
ases the filter door to the closed position.
[0012] The present invention also relates to an auton-
omous swimming pool cleaner, comprising: a chassis de-
fining an intake port; a filter that is removably positionable
over the intake port, the filter including a door that com-
prises: a pivot edge and a distal edge that rotates about
the pivot edge in order to selectively move the door be-
tween a closed position that closes the intake port and
an open position that opens the intake port; and a mesh
attached onto a surface extending between the pivot
edge and the distal edge, the mesh providing a living
hinge that biases the door to the closed position.
[0013] Further provided is an autonomous swing pool
cleaner, comprising a chassis defining an intake port; a
filter that is removably positionable over the intake part,
the filter comprising a filter door according to the present
invention.
[0014] The filter door and the pool cleaner may be fur-
ther improved by the following additional features, which
are independent of each other and may be freely and
independently combined.

[0015] The open position may allow ingress of fluid and
debris into the filter and the closed position blocks pas-
sage of debris through the intake port while allowing fluid
to flow therethrough.
[0016] The support structure may extend across the
intake port when the support structure is in the closed
position.
[0017] The mesh may be a mesh panel. The mesh or
mesh panel may comprise an extension that extends be-
yond a periphery of the support structure.
[0018] The extension may extend beyond the pivot
edge to prevent debris from exiting the filter around the
pivot edge when the support structure is in the open po-
sition, the closed position, and positions therebetween.
[0019] The pivot edge may be disposed in a gap to
allow rotation of the support structure with respect to the
intake port and the extension prevents debris from en-
tering the gap.
[0020] The extension may provide the living hinge that
biases the filter door to the closed position.
[0021] The extension may comprise: a frame member
that extends along a distal edge of the extension; and a
flexible section disposed between the frame member and
the support structure, wherein the flexible section pro-
vides the living hinge.
[0022] The support structure may define drainage
openings and the mesh spans the drainage openings.
[0023] The filter door may not include a biasing mem-
ber.
[0024] The filter may be in fluid communication with
the intake port and the door is configured to control a flow
of debris between the filter and the intake port.
[0025] The autonomous swimming pool cleaner may
further comprise: a pump system configured to draw wa-
ter and debris into the filter via the intake port, wherein,
in the open position, the door allows the water and debris
to enter the filter via the intake port and, in the closed
position, the door retains the debris in the filter while al-
lowing the water to exit the filter.
[0026] The living hinge may bias the door to the closed
position when pressure from the water and debris drawn
into the intake port is below a pressure threshold.
[0027] The mesh may comprise an extension that ex-
tends beyond a periphery of the surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0028] To complete the description and in order to pro-
vide for a better understanding of the present invention,
a set of drawings is provided. The drawings form an in-
tegral part of the description and illustrate an embodiment
of the present invention, which should not be interpreted
as restricting the scope of the invention, but just as an
example of how the invention can be carried out. The
drawings comprise the following figures:

FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of an example au-
tonomous swimming pool cleaner. A portion of a

3 4 



EP 3 333 343 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

chassis included in the autonomous swimming pool
cleaner is removed to show a filter box that is in-
stalled within the pool cleaner. The filter box includes
an enhanced filter door configured in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the autono-
mous swimming pool cleaner of FIG. 1, showing the
enhanced filter door covering an intake port included
in the chassis.
FIG. 3 is a top, sectional view of the autonomous
swimming pool cleaner of FIG. 1. The filter box has
been removed from this illustration to show the filter
door installed in the intake port with greater clarity.
FIG. 4 is a top perspective view of the enhanced filter
door included in the filter box of the autonomous
swimming pool cleaner of FIG. 1.
FIG. 5 is a side, sectional view of the filter box and
enhanced filter door included in the autonomous
swimming pool cleaner of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0029] The following description is not to be taken in a
limiting sense but is given solely for the purpose of de-
scribing the broad principles of the present invention. Em-
bodiments of the present invention will be described by
way of example, with reference to the above-mentioned
drawings showing elements and results according to the
present invention.
[0030] Generally, the filter door for an autonomous
pool cleaner presented herein includes a living hinge that
biases the door to a closed position and a mesh that
covers openings in the door. Consequently, the openings
allow water, but not dirt and debris to pass therethrough
when the door is in a closed position. In other words, the
mesh acts a sieve that allows for drainage. In some em-
bodiments, the mesh that extends beyond the periphery
of a panel, which may be formed by overmolding (for
example, by overmolding the panel onto the mesh) or
other attachment methods, prevents dirt and debris from
escaping around a pivot edge of the panel and also cre-
ates the living hinge. However, in other embodiments,
the living hinge may be formed in any manner with any
material (e.g., plastic extensions may extend beyond a
periphery of the panel).
[0031] Other pool cleaners and or filters may also in-
clude filter doors; however, typically, the filter doors are
biased by a spring or other such mechanism that may
corrode or malfunction over time. Moreover, other filter
doors typically allow dirt and debris to pass through
and/or enter a gap that allows the filter door to rotate or
pivot. This allows dirt and debris back into the pool (which
then necessitates additional cleaning) and/or allows dirt
and debris to build up in the gap. As referenced above,
over time, this build-up may cause the filter door to mal-
function, be damaged, and possibly rendering the filter
door useless. By comparison, the filter door presented

herein prevents dirt and debris from entering or passing
through such a gap and does not include any springs or
other such mechanisms. Consequently, the filter door
presented herein increases the life span of the filter door
and the cleaning efficiency of the autonomous, submers-
ible vehicle on which it is utilized.
[0032] Now referring to FIG. 1 for a high-level descrip-
tion of an autonomous pool cleaner 100 including a filter
box 150 with a filter door 200 configured in accordance
with the present invention (FIGs. 2-3 show the filter door
200 from below and from above with the filter box 150
removed, respectively). In the depicted embodiment, the
autonomous pool cleaner 100 includes a main body 110
with an upper chassis 112 and a lower chassis 114. The
upper chassis 112 is configured to provide access to an
interior cavity 116 that is collectively defined by the upper
chassis 112 and the lower chassis 114 (e.g., the upper
chassis 112 includes a removable or movable portion
that can be removed or moved to provide access to the
interior cavity 116). The interior cavity 116 is configured
to receive a filter, such as filter box 150 and may also
house a pump system that is configured to draw fluid
(e.g., water), together with any dirt or debris floating
therein, into the filter when the filter is installed in the
interior cavity 116.
[0033] Now referring to FIGs. 2 and 3, but with contin-
ued reference to FIG. 1, in the depicted embodiment, the
lower chassis 114 of the autonomous vehicle 100 in-
cludes a base plate 120. The base plate 120 includes a
first section 126 and a second section 128. The second
section 128 is generally configured to support a pump
system and/or drive system included in the autonomous
vehicle 100 (neither of which are shown for simplicity’s
sake). However, in other embodiments, the pump system
need not be disposed in the autonomous robot in order
to draw fluid (and debris) into the filter via the intake port.
For example, the pump system could be disposed in a
housing disposed outside of a pool and the suction could
be imparted to the autonomous robot via tubing or a teth-
er. Meanwhile, the first section 126 includes an intake
port 130 and is generally configured to support a filter in
a position that places the filter in fluid communication with
the intake port 130 for a pump system. Consequently, as
a pump system draws fluid and dirt/debris into the interior
cavity 116, the fluid and dirt/debris enters the filter (e.g.,
filter box 150).
[0034] In the particular embodiment depicted in the
Figures, the filter is configured as a filter box 150 and sits
atop of the intake port 130; however, this is merely an
example filter that may include the enhanced filter door
200 of the present invention. In other embodiments, the
enhanced filter door 200 may be installed or included on
any filter (e.g., a filter box or bag) of any size or shape
(including replaceable/removable filters and filters that
are permanently installed in an autonomous pool clean-
er). For simplicity, the filter door 200 is largely described
herein in association with a filter, such as filter box 150;
however, it is to be understood that the filter door 200
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could also be installed directly onto the chassis of an
autonomous vehicle, if desired (e.g., the vehicle could
collect dirt and debris without a typical filter installed
therein).
[0035] Regardless of how the filter door 200 is included
or installed in an autonomous vehicle (e.g., installed di-
rectly onto the autonomous pool cleaner or installed onto
a filter that is subsequently installed or placed in an au-
tonomous pool cleaner), the filter door 200 is configured
to selectively cover an intake port 130 included on the
autonomous vehicle to restrict or control flow of dirt and
debris into and out of a filter and/or autonomous pool
cleaner. Consequently, the intake port 130 and the filter
door 200 may be sized to mate and configured to allow
the filter door 200 to selectively seal the intake port 130
(at least with respect to dirt and debris).
[0036] In the depicted embodiment, the first section
126 of the base plate 120 (of the lower chassis 114) may
be interchangeable or replaceable (with other first sec-
tions/plates 126) to provide intake ports 130 of different
shapes/sizes. Consequently, the autonomous robot 100
can utilize filters with doors 200 of different sizes or
shapes (since many different filters, such as bags and
boxes of different sizes, may require intake ports 130 of
different sizes, shapes, and/or locations). Additionally or
alternatively, the filter door 200 (and/or the filter) may be
sized/shaped for a particular intake port, provided that
the intake port 130 and filter door 200 maintain specific
points of reference (with respect to each other) that allow
the filter door 200 to selectively cover the intake port 130
in a manner that prevents dirt and debris from escaping
the filter. That is, a panel 202 (see FIGs. 3-5) of the filter
door 200 may extend across the intake port 130 when
the door 200 is in a closed position (e.g., the panel may
span the length and width of a rectangular intake port).
[0037] Still referring to FIGs. 2-3, in the depicted em-
bodiment, base plate 120 includes a number of drains
122 covered with one-way valves (e.g., reed valves)
and/or screens. Additionally, the first segment 126 in-
cludes a drainage vent 124 that may also include a one-
way valve (although the one-way valve may be disposed
on an interior surface of the base plate 120, instead of
the exterior surface of the base plate 120 like the one-
way valves or screens included on drains 122). Gener-
ally, drains 122 and vent 124 may assist the filter door
200 in draining water, but not dirt/debris, from the interior
cavity 116 of the autonomous robot 100. Consequently,
each of drains 122 and vent 124 may include a sieve or
filter (such as a fine mesh material) that allows water, but
not dirt, to pass therethrough. Then, when the autono-
mous robot 100 is being removed from a body of water
(e.g., a pool), water may drain from the interior cavity 116
to reduce the weight of the robot 100 and make the robot
easier to remove from the water. As is discussed below,
in at least some embodiments, the features of the en-
hanced filter door 200 may eliminate the need for drains
122 and vent 124 (and any other such features); but in
other embodiments, these features may assist the filter

door 200 in draining the autonomous pool cleaner 100.
[0038] Now turning to FIG. 4 (but still with some refer-
ence to FIG. 3), the enhanced filter door 200 includes a
panel 202 with a support structure 208 (e.g., main body)
that extends between a first edge 210, that is referred to
herein as a pivot edge 210, and a second edge 212, that
is referred to herein as a distal or operative edge 212.
As the naming implies, the distal or operative edge 212
is configured to move or rotate about the pivot edge 210
in order to selectively close (e.g., operate) an intake port
included on an autonomous pool cleaner and/or filter.
That is, the distal or operative edge 212 is configured to
move or rotate about the pivot edge 210 in order to se-
lectively move the door 200 into a closed position.
[0039] The support structure 208 also defines one or
more drainage openings 204 (the depicted embodiment
includes two openings 204) that extend through the panel
202 (e.g., from a top surface 214 to a bottom surface
216) and these drainage openings 204 may be covered
by mesh 206. For example, in some embodiments, the
support structure 208 may be overmolded over a panel
of mesh 206 so that the mesh 206 is disposed on the
bottom surface 216 of the panel 202 and spans the drain-
age openings 204. Alternatively, in other embodiments
the mesh 206 may be attached to the bottom surface 216
in any desirable manner. Additionally or alternatively, the
mesh 206 may be attached to the top surface 214 in any
desirable manner, provided that the positioning of the
filter door 200 is adjusted accordingly (as is discussed in
further detail below in connection with FIG. 5).
[0040] Still referring to FIG. 4, a portion of mesh 206
also extends beyond the support structure 208 to form
an extension 230 that extends beyond a periphery of the
panel 202. In particular, the mesh 206 extends beyond
the pivot edge 210 of the support structure 208. The ex-
tension 230 includes a frame member 236 that may be
formed from a rigid plastic material, like that of the support
structure 208.
[0041] The frame member 236 extends along the width
W of an distal edge (i.e., an exterior edge) of the extension
230 in order to provide at least a portion of the extension
230 with some rigidity or structural definition. However,
the frame member 236 does not extend the entire length
of the periphery of extension 230. Instead, the extension
230 extends a first distance or length L1 beyond the pivot
edge 210 of the support structure 208 of the panel 202
and the frame member 236 extends a distance L2 from
the distal edge of the extension 230 (e.g., the edge of
the extension 230 furthest from the pivot edge 210). Dis-
tance L2 is shorter than distance L1. Consequently, the
extension 230 includes a section 238 that is flexible and
free to rotate or move (since this section only comprises
mesh 206).
[0042] The mesh 206 forming the extension 230 and
covering the openings 204 is or acts as a sieve/filter and
includes sieve openings that are sized to filter dirt and
debris (e.g., retain dirt and debris within the filter area)
while allowing fluids, such as water, to pass therethrough.
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Consequently, when the support structure 208 of the pan-
el 202 is sealed around or onto an intake port 130 (e.g.,
positioned against the intake port 130), the panel 202
may prevent any dirt and debris from escaping directly
through the intake port 130. That is, the mesh 206 may
capture or retain dirt and debris. Meanwhile, the mesh
206 of the extension 230 may prevent any dirt or debris
from escaping around the pivot edge 210 of the panel
202. Consequently, the filter door 200 may completely
seal an intake port 130 with respect to any dirt and debris
that is larger than the sieve openings included in the mesh
206. Moreover, due to the natural resiliency of the mesh
206 and the positioning of the extension 230, which is
explained in further detail in connection with FIG. 5, the
flexible section 238 of the extension 230 provides a living
a hinge that biases the door 200 to a closed position with
respect to a corresponding intake port 130. However, in
other embodiments, the flexible section 238 may include
or be formed by other materials or components (i.e., plas-
tic components) that provide or enhance the living hinge.
[0043] Still referring to FIG. 4, in at least some embod-
iments, the filter door 200 may also include a rotatable
coupler or couplers 220. In this particular embodiment,
the filter door 200 includes a rotatable coupler 220 on
each side of the panel 202 and each coupler 220 includes
a protrusion or hinge 222. Each protrusion or hinge 222
is configured to engage a corresponding hole included
in a filter to rotatably mount the filter door 200 to the filter.
Then, together, the living hinge provided by the flexible
section 238 of the extension 230 and the couplers 220
may control the rotation and position of the filter door
200. However, in other embodiments, the filter door 200
may not include couplers 220 and, instead, may be ro-
tatably coupled to a filter (or an autonomous vehicle) via
only the living hinge provided by the flexible section 238
of the extension 230 (or a living hinge provided by other
materials or components disposed in or on the flexible
section).
[0044] Now referring to FIG. 5, a sectional view of the
filter box 150 is shown to illustrate an example connection
between an example of the filter door 200 of the present
invention and a filter. In the depicted embodiment, the
filter box 150 includes a mount or engagement portion
152 configured to engage (e.g., be positioned over) the
intake port 130 of an autonomous vehicle. The mount
152 includes a first section 154 and a second section 156
that extends above the first section 154. The mount 152
also includes a support ledge 158 disposed adjacent a
transition point between the first section 154 and the sec-
ond section 156.
[0045] The first section 154 of the mount comprises an
annular wall with an inwards taper (e.g., decreasing di-
ameter towards the second section 156) so that the first
section 154 defines an opening 140 configured to receive
and/or secure the filter 150 to the intake port 130 of the
autonomous vehicle 100 (shown in FIG. 1). The support
ledge 158 provides an annular ledge that is disposed in,
adjacent to, or abutting the opening 140. The support

ledge 158 is configured to support the filter door 200 when
the filter 200 is in a closed position PI, thereby allowing
the filter 200 to control the flow of debris between the
intake port 130 and the filter 150. The second section
156 of the mount 152 is also an annular wall, but includes
generally vertical walls that allow the filter door to rotate
out of the closed position PI (in direction D1) to selectively
open the filter box 150 to receive dirt and debris from the
intake port 130.
[0046] The filter door 200 is sized to span the entire
mount 152 so that, in the closed position PI, the filter door
200 seals the filter 150 and/or intake port 130 and pre-
vents collected dirt and debris from escaping the filter
150 and dispersing back into a pool. Moreover, as can
be seen best in the inset view included in FIG. 5, the
extension 230 extends along a wall of the second section
156 of the mount 152 and prevents dirt and debris from
entering or escaping through a gap "G" between the pivot
edge 210 and the mount 152.
[0047] Since the mesh 206 is included on the bottom
surface 216 of the panel 202 (e.g., the panel is overmo-
lded onto a top surface of the mesh 206), the upward
(and substantially vertical) mounting of the extension
230, onto or against the second section 156 of the mount
152, compresses/folds the flexible section 238 of the
mesh 206 against its natural resiliency (if the mesh 206
is included on the top surface 214, the door 200 may be
mounted upside-down to create the same compression).
Consequently, if the panel 202 is rotated open in direction
D1, the rotation further compresses/folds the mesh 206
and creates a counteracting force that biases the panel
202 back to its closed position P1. Put another way, the
living hinge provided by the flexible section 238 of the
extension 230 may bias the door 200 to its closed position
PI, in which the door 200 seals/encloses dirt and debris
within the filter box 150. In at least some embodiments,
the frame member 236 of the extension may be secured
to the second section 156 of the mount 152 in order to
prevent the extension 230 from slipping (with respect to
the second section 156 of the mount 152) and ensure
that a biasing force is generated by movement of the
panel 202 in direction D1 (the biasing force acting in an
opposite direction to direction D1).
[0048] Due to the aforementioned aspects of the filter
door 200 of the present invention, during the shutdown
operation of a pump or suction system included in an
autonomous robot, the filter door 200 may effectively and
efficiently seal dirt and debris within the autonomous ro-
bot and/or a filter installed therein. More specifically, once
the pump or suction system creates enough suction into
the robot (e.g., above a suction threshold), the pressure
of the water flow against the straining effect of the mesh
206 of the filter door 200 and/or suction may cause the
filter door 200 to rotate in direction D1. With the filter door
200 open, dirt and debris floating in the water may be
drawn through opening provided by the open filter door
200, into a robot and/or filter (due to suction from the
pump or suction system). However, as the suction/pres-
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sure decreases (such as when the pump is turned off,
for instance, to remove the robot from the pool, the natural
resiliency of the living hinge provided by the flexible sec-
tion 238 of extension 230 will urge the panel 202 back
towards its closed position P1.
[0049] Once the suction/pressure drops beneath a
threshold, the biasing force of the living hinge provided
by the flexible section 238 will overcome the opening
force generated by the pressure and close the door 200,
sealing any dirt and debris within the autonomous robot
and/or filter. The mesh 206 included on the panel 202
may then allow any water in the robot to flow out of the
filter and/or robot, as shown by flow F1, but will prevent
any dirt and debris from escaping. Since the door 200
includes its own drainage system, the door 200 may, in
some instances, replace at least some drains or vents
that are typically included in pool cleaners.
[0050] Advantageously, the filter door 200 is biased to
a closed position PI due to the natural resiliency of the
mesh 206 and the positioning of the extension 230. Con-
sequently, biasing members that are liable to malfunction
and/or corrode, such as springs, need not be used with
the filter door and the filter door may function properly
for a long life span. Moreover, since the extension 230
prevents dirt and debris from escaping around the pivot
edge 210 of the panel 202 or entering a gap G between
the pivot edge 210 and the filter box 150 (or between the
pivot edge 210 and the robot 100), the filter door 200 will
be less likely to malfunction or deteriorate, as compared
to typical filter doors that allow dirt and debris to enter,
escape, or be trapped in and around a pivot edge.
[0051] To summarize, in one form, a filter door for an
autonomous, submersible vehicle includes mesh mate-
rial that extends beyond the periphery of a panel to create
a living hinge. The living hinge biases the panel to a
closed position while also allowing water to drain and yet
preventing dirt and debris from escaping around a pivot
edge of the panel. This increases the life span of the filter
door and the cleaning efficiency of the autonomous, sub-
mersible vehicle.
[0052] In another form, a filter door for an intake port
of a filter for a swimming pool cleaner is provided and
comprises: a support structure with a pivot edge and a
distal edge that rotates about the pivot edge in order to
selectively move the support structure between a closed
position that closes the intake port and an open position
that opens the intake port; a mesh attached onto a sur-
face of the support structure; and a living hinge that bi-
ases the filter door to the closed position.
[0053] In yet another form, an autonomous swimming
pool cleaner is provided herein, the autonomous swim-
ming pool cleaner, comprising: a chassis defining an in-
take port; a filter that is removably positionable over the
intake port, the filter including a door that comprises: a
pivot edge and a distal edge that rotates about the pivot
edge in order to selectively move the door between a
closed position that closes the intake port and an open
position that opens the intake port; and a mesh attached

onto a surface extending between the pivot edge and the
distal edge, the mesh providing a living hinge that biases
the door to the closed position.
[0054] While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail and with reference to specific embodi-
ments thereof, it is nevertheless not intended to be limited
to the details shown, since it will be apparent that various
modifications and structural changes may be made
therein without departing from the scope of the inventions
and within the scope and range of equivalents of the
claims. In addition, various features from one of the em-
bodiments may be incorporated into another of the em-
bodiments. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the append-
ed claims be construed broadly and in a manner consist-
ent with the scope of the disclosure as set forth in the
following claims.
[0055] It is also to be understood that the pool cleaner
described herein, or portions thereof may be fabricated
from any suitable material or combination of materials,
such as plastic, foamed plastic, wood, cardboard,
pressed paper, metal, supple natural or synthetic mate-
rials including, but not limited to, cotton, elastomers, pol-
yester, plastic, rubber, derivatives thereof, and combina-
tions thereof. Suitable plastics may include high-density
polyethylene (HDPE), low-density polyethylene (LDPE),
polystyrene, acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS), poly-
carbonate, polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polypro-
pylene, ethylenevinyl acetate (EVA), or the like. Suitable
foamed plastics may include expanded or extruded pol-
ystyrene, expanded or extruded polypropylene, EVA
foam, derivatives thereof, and combinations thereof.
[0056] Finally, it is intended that the present invention
cover the modifications and variations of this invention
that come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents. For example, it is to be understood that
terms such as "left," "right," "top," "bottom," "front," "rear,"
"side," "height," "length," "width," "upper," "lower," "inte-
rior," "exterior," "inner," "outer" and the like as may be
used herein, merely describe points of reference and do
not limit the present invention to any particular orientation
or configuration. Further, the term "exemplary" is used
herein to describe an example or illustration. Any em-
bodiment described herein as exemplary is not to be con-
strued as a preferred or advantageous embodiment, but
rather as one example or illustration of a possible em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0057] Similarly, when used herein, the term "compris-
es" and its derivations (such as "comprising", etc.) should
not be understood in an excluding sense, that is, these
terms should not be interpreted as excluding the possi-
bility that what is described and defined may include fur-
ther elements, steps, etc. Meanwhile, when used herein,
the term "approximately" and terms of its family (such as
"approximate", etc.) should be understood as indicating
values very near to those which accompany the afore-
mentioned term. That is to say, a deviation within rea-
sonable limits from an exact value should be accepted,
because a skilled person in the art will understand that
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such a deviation from the values indicated is inevitable
due to measurement inaccuracies, etc. The same applies
to the terms "about" and "around" and "substantially".

Claims

1. A filter door for an intake port of a filter for a swimming
pool cleaner, comprising:

a support structure with a pivot edge and a distal
edge that rotates about the pivot edge in order
to selectively move the support structure be-
tween a closed position that closes the intake
port and an open position that opens the intake
port;
a mesh attached onto a surface of the support
structure; and
a living hinge that biases the filter door to the
closed position.

2. The filter door of claim 1, wherein the open position
allows ingress of fluid and debris into the filter and
the closed position blocks passage of debris through
the intake port while allowing fluid to flow there-
through.

3. The filter door of claim 1 or 2, wherein the support
structure extends across the intake port when the
support structure is in the closed position.

4. The filter door of any of claims 1-3, wherein the mesh
comprises an extension that extends beyond a pe-
riphery of the support structure.

5. The filter door of claim 4, wherein the extension ex-
tends beyond the pivot edge to prevent debris from
exiting the filter around the pivot edge when the sup-
port structure is in the open position, the closed po-
sition, and positions therebetween.

6. The filter door of claim 4 or 5, wherein the pivot edge
is disposed in a gap to allow rotation of the support
structure with respect to the intake port and the ex-
tension prevents debris from entering the gap.

7. The filter door of any of claims 4-6, wherein the ex-
tension provides the living hinge that biases the filter
door to the closed position.

8. The filter door of any of claims 4-7, wherein the ex-
tension comprises:

a frame member that extends along a distal edge
of the extension; and
a flexible section disposed between the frame
member and the support structure, wherein the
flexible section provides the living hinge.

9. The filter door of claim any of claims 1-8, wherein
the support structure defines drainage openings and
the mesh spans the drainage openings.

10. The filter door of any of claims 1-9, wherein the filter
door does not include a biasing member.

11. A autonomous swimming pool cleaner, comprising:

a chassis defining an intake port;
a filter that is removably positionable over the
intake port, the filter including a door that com-
prises:

a pivot edge and a distal edge that rotates
about the pivot edge in order to selectively
move the door between a closed position
that closes the intake port and an open po-
sition that opens the intake port; and
a mesh attached onto a surface extending
between the pivot edge and the distal edge,
the mesh providing a living hinge that biases
the door to the closed position.

12. The autonomous swimming pool cleaner of claim 11,
wherein the filter is in fluid communication with the
intake port and the door is configured to control a
flow of debris between the filter and the intake port.

13. The autonomous swimming pool cleaner of 11 or 12,
further comprising:

a pump system configured to draw water and
debris into the filter via the intake port, wherein,
in the open position, the door allows the water
and debris to enter the filter via the intake port
and, in the closed position, the door retains the
debris in the filter while allowing the water to exit
the filter.

14. The autonomous swimming pool cleaner of claim 13,
wherein the living hinge biases the door to the closed
position when pressure from the water and debris
drawn into the intake port is below a pressure thresh-
old.

15. The autonomous swimming pool cleaner of any of
claims 11-14, wherein the mesh comprises:

an extension that extends beyond a periphery
of the surface.
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