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(54) SELECTIVE THERMAL COATING OF COOLING HOLES WITH AIR FLOW

(57) A system (2) according to various embodiments
can include: a coating system (10) configured to apply a
thermal coating material (12) to a component (14), the
component (14) having a plurality of cooling holes (16);
an airflow system (20) coupled with the coating system
(10), the airflow system (20) configured to force air
through the component (14); and a control system (40)
coupled with the airflow system (20) and the coating sys-
tem (10), the control system (40) configured to: detect
coating instructions (42) for the coating system (10), the
coating instructions (42) instructing (42) the coating sys-
tem (10) to apply the thermal coating material (12) to a
subset (16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16);
and instruct the airflow system (20) to force air through
the subset (16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16)
during application of the thermal coating material (12) to
the component (14) in response to detecting the coating
instructions (42).
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The subject matter disclosed herein relates to
fabrication of materials in turbomachinery. More partic-
ularly, the subject matter disclosed herein relates to coat-
ing components in turbomachinery.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A challenge in turbomachinery (e.g., gas tur-
bomachines) manufacturing and maintenance is keeping
component cooling holes free from obstruction, for ex-
ample, when applying coating to turbomachine compo-
nents. In particular, thermal spray coatings can block
cooling holes in components, requiring costly, labor-in-
tensive processes such as cutting using diamond-coated
tools and/or carbide tools on a large number (e.g., tens
or hundreds) of holes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Various embodiments of the disclosure include
approaches for selectively flushing cooling holes in com-
ponents (e.g., gas turbine components) during a coating
process. A system according to various embodiments
can include: a coating system configured to apply a ther-
mal coating material to a component, the component hav-
ing a plurality of cooling holes; an airflow system coupled
with the coating system, the airflow system configured
to force air through the component; and a control system
coupled with the airflow system and the coating system,
the control system configured to: detect coating instruc-
tions for the coating system, the coating instructions in-
structing the coating system to apply the thermal coating
material to a subset of the plurality of cooling holes; and
instruct the airflow system to force air through the subset
of the plurality of cooling holes during application of the
thermal coating material to the component in response
to detecting the coating instructions.
[0004] A second aspect of the disclosure includes a
computer program product having program code embod-
ied in a computer readable storage medium, which when
executed by at least one computing device, causes the
at least one computing device to control a coating system
configured to apply a thermal coating material to a com-
ponent having a plurality of cooling holes by perform ac-
tions including: detecting coating instructions for the coat-
ing system, the coating instructions instructing the coat-
ing system to apply the thermal coating material to a sub-
set of the plurality of cooling holes; and instructing an
airflow system coupled with the component to force air
through the subset of the plurality of cooling holes during
application of the thermal coating material to the compo-
nent in response to detecting the coating instructions.
[0005] A third aspect of the disclosure includes a com-
puter-implemented method for controlling a coating sys-

tem configured to apply a thermal coating material to a
component having a plurality of cooling holes, the method
including: detecting coating instructions for the coating
system, the coating instructions instructing the coating
system to apply the thermal coating material to a subset
of the plurality of cooling holes; and instructing an airflow
system coupled with the component to force air through
the subset of the plurality of cooling holes during appli-
cation of the thermal coating material to the component
in response to detecting the coating instructions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] These and other features of this disclosure will
be more readily understood from the following detailed
description of the various aspects of the disclosure taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings that de-
pict various embodiments of the disclosure, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic depiction of an environ-
ment including a system according to various em-
bodiments of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 shows a close-up schematic depiction of com-
ponents of the system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a close-up schematic depiction of man-
ifold according to various embodiments of the dis-
closure.

[0007] It is noted that the drawings of the various as-
pects of the invention are not necessarily to scale. The
drawings are intended to depict only typical aspects of
the invention, and therefore should not be considered as
limiting the scope of the invention. In the drawings, like
numbering represents like elements between the draw-
ings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] As indicated herein, the subject matter dis-
closed relates to fabrication of materials in turbomachin-
ery. More particularly, the subject matter disclosed herein
relates to selective thermal coating of components in tur-
bomachines, e.g., using a thermal spray coating such as
a thermal barrier coating (TBC).
[0009] As noted herein, applying thermal spray coat-
ings can block cooling holes in components, requiring
costly, labor-intensive processes such as cutting using
diamond-coated tools and/or carbide tools on a large
number (e.g., tens or hundreds) of holes. Conventional
approaches for maintaining unobstructed cooling holes
during thermal coating include forcing air or an inert gas
through all cooling holes in a component during an entire
coating process. While these conventional approaches
may prevent closure of some cooling holes, the volume
of air or inert gas, along with the extended exposure time,
causes the component to cool undesirably. An over-
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cooled component is less able to bond with the thermal
spray coating, creating a coating with a higher potential
to degrade during use.
[0010] In contrast to conventional approaches, various
aspects of the disclosure include systems and methods
for selectively preventing obstruction of cooling holes in
components during a thermal spraying process. In some
cases, a control system is coupled with a coating robot,
and detects instructions for coating particular sections of
a component. In response to detecting instructions for
coating a particular section of the component, control
system initiates a flow of air through cooling holes in that
section of the component in order to prevent those cool-
ing holes from being obstructed by the thermal coating
material (e.g., TBC). In some cases, the control system
is coupled to an airflow system that includes a rotary air
slip ring. During some coating processes, the component
rotates on a turntable, dolly or other platform, while the
coating robot remains stationary or moves only a limited
number of degrees around the component. The rotary
air slip ring in the systems disclosed herein can allow the
component to completely rotate (and over-rotate, e.g.,
360+ degrees) without tangling air supply lines. With
complete freedom to rotate the component, the system
can more efficiently coat that component, saving time
and expense. Additionally, by selectively forcing air
through cooling holes, the system can prevent over-cool-
ing the component, thereby increasing the quality of the
coating when compared with conventional approaches.
In other coating processes, the component is placed or
otherwise mounted on a platform, and a coating robot
moves around the platform to apply a coating. It is un-
derstood that in still other coating processes, the com-
ponent can be placed on a turntable, dolly or other plat-
form, and can rotate a limited number of degrees, while
coating robot is also configured to move about the com-
ponent a limited number of degrees. In any case, the
systems described herein can improve the process of
coating a component relative to conventional systems
and approaches.
[0011] In the following description, reference is made
to the accompanying drawings that form a part thereof,
and in which is shown by way of illustration specific ex-
ample embodiments in which the present teachings may
be practiced. These embodiments are described in suf-
ficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice
the present teachings and it is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and that changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the present
teachings. The following description is, therefore, merely
illustrative.
[0012] FIG. 1 shows a schematic depiction of an envi-
ronment including a system 2 according to various em-
bodiments of the disclosure. As shown, system 2 can
include a coating system 10 configured to apply a thermal
coating material 12, e.g., a thermal barrier coating, to a
component 14. In some cases, thermal barrier coating
(TBC) can include a conventional TBC having multiple

layers (e.g., four layers: metal substrate, metallic bond
coat, thermally-grown oxide (TGO), and ceramic top-
coat), but may include any other conventional thermal
coating material 12 known in the art. FIG. 2 shows a
close-up schematic depiction of coating system 10 along
with an airflow system 20, further described herein. Coat-
ing system 10 can include a robotic coating system, in-
cluding, e.g., an applicator and a material reservoir (or
source line), as is known in the art. In some cases, coating
system 10 includes at least one of a robot applicator, an
aerosol printer an ink-jet printer or a manual spray system
(e.g., operated by a human operator, and configured to
send an indication that coating is applied to a particular
portion of component 14, e.g., to control system 40).
[0013] In various embodiments, component 14 has a
plurality of cooling holes 16, which may include distinct
subsets of cooling holes 16A, 16B, etc., located in regions
18 of component 14. That is, in various embodiments,
subsets of cooling holes 16A, 16B, can have distinct flow
paths running therethrough, such that fluid flow through
one subset of cooling holes 16A will not flow through a
distinct subset of cooling holes 16B, etc. In some cases,
cooling holes 16A located in one region, e.g., region 18A,
may have a distinct geometry from cooling holes 16B in
a distinct region, e.g., region 18B, such as where region
16A includes leading edge cooling holes versus mid-
span cooling holes in region 16B. In some cases, com-
ponent 14 can include a turbomachine component, which
includes cooling holes 16 for allowing the flow of cooling
fluid therethrough, e.g., during operation of a turboma-
chine employing the component 14. Component 14, in
some cases, can include at least one of a turbomachine
blade, nozzle, bucket, shroud, flange, and/or a combus-
tion hardware component such as a liner, a can, a tran-
sition piece, a cover plate, etc.
[0014] Airflow system 20 is coupled (e.g., via wireless
and/or hardwired means) with coating system 10, and is
configured to force air (e.g., ambient air, treated air, or
other treated gas) through component 14. In various em-
bodiments, as shown in the schematic depiction of sys-
tem 2 in FIG. 2, airflow system 20 is fluidly connected
with component 14 such that airflow system 20 can ini-
tiate a flow of air through one or more regions 18 of com-
ponent 14 to selectively flush one or more subsets of
cooling holes 16A, 16B, etc.
[0015] System 2 further includes a control system
(coating control system) 40 coupled (e.g., via wireless
and/or hardwired means) with airflow system 20 and
coating system 10, via a computer system 120 (also re-
ferred to as a computing device). In various embodi-
ments, coating control system 40 is configured to control
airflow system 20 to selectively force air through cooling
holes 16. Coating control system 40 can include any con-
ventional electrical and/or mechanical control systems,
and in various embodiments, may include logic config-
ured to provide instructions to airflow system 20 and/or
coating system 10 according to particular inputs, as de-
scribed herein. In various embodiments, coating control
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system 40 is configured to perform actions including:

A) Detect coating instructions 42 for coating system
10, where coating instructions 42 instruct coating
system 10 to apply thermal coating material 12 to a
subset 16A, 16B of the plurality of cooling holes 16.
In some cases, coating instructions 42 can include
data about characteristic(s) of component 14, and
can include computer-aided design (CAD) data such
as coordinate data, log data, model data (e.g., two-
dimensional and/or three-dimensional model data),
that coating control system 40 obtains from a data
model (stored in CAD data) of component 14. Coat-
ing instructions 42 can also include data about types
of thermal coating material 12 to be applied to cooling
holes 16, angles at which coating system 10 should
apply thermal coating material 12, application speed,
flow rate, intensity, etc. In various embodiments, the
characteristic of cooling holes 16 in component 8
can include at least one of a size of each of the plu-
rality of cooling holes, a shape of each of the plurality
of cooling holes, a type of each of the plurality of
cooling holes or a location of each of the plurality of
cooling holes (e.g., in regions 18A, 18B, etc.); and

B) In response to detecting coating instructions 42
(including selective coating of subset 16A, 16B, etc.
of cooling holes 16), instruct airflow system 20, via
selective airflow instructions 44 to force air through
subset 16A, 16B of cooling holes 16 during applica-
tion of thermal coating material 12 to the component
14. In particular embodiments, airflow system 20 can
include an air supply manifold 25 sized to engage
with component and configured to selectively supply
air through subsets 16A, 16B, etc. of cooling holes
16 during application of thermal coating material 12
to component 14. In some cases, air supply manifold
25 includes a series of fluid inlets 27 and outlets 29
for coupling with particular cooling holes 16 in com-
ponent 14, as shown in the close-up schematic de-
piction of manifold 25 in FIG. 3. That is, air supply
manifold 25 can include independent cooling chan-
nels (including inlets 27 and outlets 29) which can
be selectively engaged via one or more actuators
31, e.g., via dividing walls, valves, sliding partitions,
etc. to fluidly couple with particular subsets 16A, 16B
of cooling holes 16. Referring to FIGS. 1-3, in various
embodiments, as discussed herein, control system
40 detects coating instructions 42 prior to application
of thermal coating material 12 by coating system 10
in order to initiate the flow of air through select cooling
holes 16 prior to coating. In various embodiments,
airflow system 20 may selectively force air through
the subset, e.g., 16A of cooling holes during one or
more coating processes. That is, in some cases air-
flow system 20 may be configured to force air through
only the subset, e.g., 16A of cooling holes during a
coating process. For example, in some cases, com-

ponent 14 can be coated in one or more stages, and
one or more layers, of thermal coating material 12.
In some cases, coating system 10 applies a metallic
bondcoat, and (subsequently) a coating (e.g., ther-
mal barrier coating (TBC)) to component 14 while
airflow system 20 forces air through one or more
subsets 16A, 16B, etc. of cooling holes 16. In the
case that the thermal coating material 12 includes a
TBC coating, the TBC can be blanket applied in some
cases. It is understood, however, that the coating
process may have several sub-processes. For ex-
ample, a first coating process can include a bond
coat, applied through air-plasma spray (APS) proc-
ess or a high-velocity-oxygen-fuel (HVOF) process,
or a combination of these processes. The following
coating may include the TBC, applied using an APS
process. According to various embodiments, the se-
lective airflow instructions 44 used in each process
can be distinct. For example, bond coat is a lower-
temperature process that employs high-velocity par-
ticles (similar to grit blasting). TBC, on the other
hand, is a relatively higher-temperature process. Us-
ing TBC may require a greater rate of airflow through
one or more cooling holes than bond coat. It is un-
derstood that according to various embodiments,
other coating processes may be employed, e.g., en-
vironmental barrier coating (EBC), in the case that
component 14 includes a composite. In various em-
bodiments, additional coating materials may be
used, in the first coating process and/or the second
coating process. For example, additional coating
materials can include ceramic materials and/or ce-
ramic-similar materials, such as aluminum-oxide,
zirconium-oxide, hafnium-oxide, Yttria-stabilized zir-
conium-oxide and/or their derivatives. Additionally,
coating materials can include graphite, as well as
metallic materials such as cobalt-chromium-molyb-
denum. It is understood that according to various
embodiments, prior the process of coating, an addi-
tional process can include grit blasting the exposed
surfaces of component 14 to achieve a desired sur-
face roughness. These processes may be inter-
posed between, or performed before/after process-
es described with reference to FIG. 1 and/or FIG. 2.

[0016] In various embodiments, coating control system
40 is configured to instruct airflow system 20, via selective
airflow instructions 44, to stop forcing air through subset
16A, 16B of cooling holes 16 after thermal coating ma-
terial 12 has been applied to component 14. That is, after
coating a particular region 18A, 18B, etc., or as a distinct
region 18A, 18B, etc. of component is coated, airflow
system 20 is instructed to stop forcing air through cooling
holes 16 in the prior-coated region 18A, 18B, etc.
[0017] Returning to FIG. 2, a schematic close-up view
of airflow system 20 and coating system 10 is shown. In
some embodiments, and in contrast to conventional sys-
tems, airflow system 20 can include a rotary air slip ring
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50 for forcing air through component 14. Rotary air slip
ring 50 is coupled to a feed line 52, and includes a rotating
wheel 54 which rotates to pull ambient air through feed
line 52, into a chamber 56, and up through outlet aper-
tures 58 in a platform 60. In some cases, component 14
is placed on platform 60 and sealed, e.g., via a dressing
or adhesive material such as tape, wrapping, etc., to out-
let apertures 58 to allow airflow through component 14.
In various embodiments, rotary air slip ring 50 permits
the component 14 to rotate greater than 360 degrees
about a primary axis (Ap) of airflow system 20 without
limiting airflow to component 14. That is, in various em-
bodiments, coating system 10 includes a coating robot
that is configured to remain stationary during application
of the thermal coating material 12 (FIG. 1). In this sense,
coating system 10 includes a base 70, and an applicator
72 for applying thermal coating material 12 to component
14. While applicator 72 may be movable across a variety
of positions, in many cases, base 70 is designed to re-
main stationary during application of thermal coating ma-
terial 12 to component 14. Using rotary air slip ring 50
permits component 14 to rotate, on platform 60, without
limiting airflow to component 14. That is, in contrast to
conventional systems, rotary air slip ring 50 does not in-
clude moving feed lines which can become tangled as a
component 14 is rotated. The rotation of wheel 54 creates
a vacuum within chamber 56, thereby pulling air through
feed lines 52 for use in clearing cooling holes 16 in com-
ponent 14 (via apertures 58). Because this vacuum is
created regardless of the position of platform 60, rotary
air slip ring 50 allows component 14 to be rotated one or
more revolutions (as well as clockwise and counterclock-
wise) to more efficiently coat sections 18A, 18B, etc. of
component 14.
[0018] Returning to FIG. 1, computer system 120 is
shown including a processing component 122 (e.g., one
or more processors), a storage component 124 (e.g., a
storage hierarchy), an input/output (I/O) component 126
(e.g., one or more I/O interfaces and/or devices), and a
communications pathway 128. In one embodiment,
processing component 122 executes program code,
such as coating control system 40, which is at least par-
tially embodied in storage component 124. While exe-
cuting program code, processing component 122 can
process data, which can result in reading and/or writing
the data to/from storage component 124 and/or I/O com-
ponent 126 for further processing. Pathway 128 provides
a communications link between each of the components
in computer system 120. I/O component 126 can com-
prise one or more human I/O devices or storage devices,
which enable a user 136 (e.g., human or machine user)
to interact with computer system 120 and/or one or more
communications devices to enable user 136 (e.g., human
or machine user) to communicate with computer system
120 using any type of communications link. To this extent,
coating control system 40 can manage a set of interfaces
(e.g., graphical user interface(s), application program in-
terface, and/or the like) that enable human and/or system

interaction with coating control system 40.
[0019] In any event, computer system 120 can com-
prise one or more general purpose computing articles of
manufacture (e.g., computing devices) capable of exe-
cuting program code installed thereon. As used herein,
it is understood that "program code" means any collection
of instructions, in any language, code or notation, that
cause a computing device having an information
processing capability to perform a particular function ei-
ther directly or after any combination of the following: (a)
conversion to another language, code or notation; (b)
reproduction in a different material form; and/or (c) de-
compression. To this extent, coating control system 40
can be embodied as any combination of system software
and/or application software. In any event, the technical
effect of computer system 120 is to selectively force air
through cooling holes 16 during coating, based upon
coating instructions 42 for a component 14.
[0020] Further, coating control system 40 can be im-
plemented using a set of modules 132. In this case, a
module 132 can enable computer system 20 to perform
a set of tasks used by coating control system 40, and
can be separately developed and/or implemented apart
from other portions of coating control system 40. Coating
control system 40 may include modules 132 which com-
prise a specific use machine/hardware and/or software.
Regardless, it is understood that two or more modules,
and/or systems may share some/all of their respective
hardware and/or software. Further, it is understood that
some of the functionality discussed herein may not be
implemented or additional functionality may be included
as part of computer system 120.
[0021] When computer system 120 comprises multiple
computing devices, each computing device may have
only a portion of coating control system 40 embodied
thereon (e.g., one or more modules 132). However, it is
understood that computer system 120 and coating con-
trol system 40 are only representative of various possible
equivalent computer systems that may perform a process
described herein. To this extent, in other embodiments,
the functionality provided by computer system 120 and
coating control system 40 can be at least partially imple-
mented by one or more computing devices that include
any combination of general and/or specific purpose hard-
ware with or without program code. In each embodiment,
the hardware and program code, if included, can be cre-
ated using standard engineering and programming tech-
niques, respectively.
[0022] Regardless, when computer system 120 in-
cludes multiple computing devices, the computing devic-
es can communicate over any type of communications
link. Further, while performing a process described here-
in, computer system 120 can communicate with one or
more other computer systems using any type of commu-
nications link. In either case, the communications link
can comprise any combination of various types of wired
and/or wireless links; comprise any combination of one
or more types of networks; and/or utilize any combination
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of various types of transmission techniques and proto-
cols.
[0023] As discussed herein, coating control system 40
enables computer system 120 to control coating of a
(e.g., turbomachine) component 14. Coating control sys-
tem 40 may include logic for performing one or more ac-
tions described herein. In one embodiment, coating con-
trol system 40 may include logic to perform the above-
stated functions. Structurally, the logic may take any of
a variety of forms such as a field programmable gate
array (FPGA), a microprocessor, a digital signal proces-
sor, an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or
any other specific use machine structure capable of car-
rying out the functions described herein. Logic may take
any of a variety of forms, such as software and/or hard-
ware. However, for illustrative purposes, coating control
system 40 and logic included therein will be described
herein as a specific use machine. As will be understood
from the description, while logic is illustrated as including
each of the above-stated functions, not all of the functions
are necessary according to the teachings of the embod-
iments of the invention as recited in the appended claims.
[0024] In various embodiments, processes described
herein can be iterated (repeated) periodically (e.g., ac-
cording to schedule of x times per y period, and/or con-
tinuously) in order to aid in coating of one more portion(s)
of one or more (turbomachine) component(s) 14. In some
cases, one or more of the processed described herein
can be repeated, for example, for a set of components
14 (e.g., turbomachine components).
[0025] It is understood that in the flow diagram shown
and described herein, other processes may be performed
while not being shown, and the order of processes can
be rearranged according to various embodiments. Addi-
tionally, intermediate processes may be performed be-
tween one or more described processes. The flow of
processes shown and described herein is not to be con-
strued as limiting of the various embodiments.
[0026] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the best mode, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to practice the inven-
tion, including making and using any devices or systems
and performing any incorporated methods. The patent-
able scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled
in the art. Such other examples are intended to be within
the scope of the claims if they have structural elements
that do not differ from the literal language of the claims,
or if they include equivalent structural elements with in-
substantial differences from the literal languages of the
claims.
[0027] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following clauses:

1. A system comprising:

a coating system configured to apply a thermal
coating material to a component, the component

having a plurality of cooling holes;
an airflow system coupled with the coating sys-
tem, the airflow system configured to force air
through the component; and
a control system coupled with the airflow system
and the coating system, the control system con-
figured to:

detect coating instructions for the coating
system, the coating instructions instructing
the coating system to apply the thermal
coating material to a subset of the plurality
of cooling holes; and
instruct the airflow system to force air
through the subset of the plurality of cooling
holes during application of the thermal coat-
ing material to the component in response
to detecting the coating instructions.

2. The system of clause 1, wherein the control sys-
tem instructs the airflow system to force air through
only the subset of the plurality of cooling holes.
3. The system of clause 1, wherein the plurality of
cooling holes includes a plurality of distinct subsets
of cooling holes.
4. The system of clause 1, wherein the airflow system
further includes a rotary air slip ring for forcing the
air through the component.
5. The system of clause 4, wherein the rotary air slip
ring permits the component to rotate greater than
360 degrees about a primary axis of the airflow sys-
tem without limiting air flow to the component.
6. The system of clause 5, wherein the coating sys-
tem includes a coating robot.
7. The system of clause 6, wherein the coating robot
is configured to remain stationary during application
of the thermal coating material.
8. The system of clause 1, wherein the thermal coat-
ing material includes a thermal barrier coating (TBC).
9. The system of clause 1, wherein the control sys-
tem detects the coating instructions prior to the ap-
plication of the thermal coating material by the coat-
ing system.
10. The system of clause 1, wherein the subset of
the plurality of cooling holes includes cooling holes
within a single region of the component.
11. The system of clause 1, wherein the component
includes a gas turbine (GT) component.
12. A computer program product comprising pro-
gram code embodied in a computer readable storage
medium, which when executed by at least one com-
puting device, causes the at least one computing
device to control a coating system configured to ap-
ply a thermal coating material to a component having
a plurality of cooling holes by perform actions includ-
ing:

detecting coating instructions for the coating
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system, the coating instructions instructing the
coating system to apply the thermal coating ma-
terial to a subset of the plurality of cooling holes;
and
instructing an airflow system coupled with the
component to force air through the subset of the
plurality of cooling holes during application of
the thermal coating material to the component
in response to detecting the coating instructions.

13. The computer program product of clause 12,
wherein the at least one computing device instructs
the airflow system to force air through only the subset
of the plurality of cooling holes.
14. The computer program product of clause 12,
wherein the plurality of cooling holes includes a plu-
rality of distinct subsets of cooling holes.
15. The computer program product of clause 12,
wherein the coating system includes a coating robot
configured to execute the coating instructions.
16. The computer program product of clause 12,
wherein the at least one computing device detects
the coating instructions prior to the application of the
thermal coating material by the coating system.
17. The computer program product of clause 12,
wherein the subset of the plurality of cooling holes
includes cooling holes within a single region of the
component.
18. A computer-implemented method for controlling
a coating system configured to apply a thermal coat-
ing material to a component having a plurality of cool-
ing holes, the method comprising:

detecting coating instructions for the coating
system, the coating instructions instructing the
coating system to apply the thermal coating ma-
terial to a subset of the plurality of cooling holes;
and
instructing an airflow system coupled with the
component to force air through the subset of the
plurality of cooling holes during application of
the thermal coating material to the component
in response to detecting the coating instructions.

19. The computer-implemented method of clause
18, wherein instructing the airflow system to force
air through the subset of the plurality of cooling holes
includes instructing the airflow system to force air
through only the subset of the plurality of cooling
holes during the application of the thermal coating
material.
20. The computer-implemented method of clause
18, wherein the coating instructions are detected pri-
or to the application of the thermal coating material
by the coating system.

Claims

1. A system (2) comprising:

a coating system (10) configured to apply a ther-
mal coating material (12) to a component (14),
the component (14) having a plurality of cooling
holes (16);
an airflow system (20) coupled with the coating
system (10), the airflow system (20) configured
to force air through the component (14); and
a control system (40) coupled with the airflow
system (20) and the coating system (10), the
control system (40) configured to:

detect coating instructions (42) for the coat-
ing system (10), the coating instructions
(42) instructing the coating system (10) to
apply the thermal coating material (12) to a
subset (16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling
holes (16); and
instruct the airflow system (20) to force air
through the subset (16A, 16B) of the plural-
ity of cooling holes (16) during application
of the thermal coating material (12) to the
component (14) in response to detecting the
coating instructions (42).

2. The system (2) of claim 1, wherein the control system
(40) instructs the airflow system (20) to force air
through only the subset (16A, 16B) of the plurality of
cooling holes (16).

3. The system (2) of claim 1 or 2, wherein the plurality
of cooling holes (16) includes a plurality of distinct
subsets (16A, 16B) of cooling holes (16).

4. The system (2) of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the airflow system (20) further includes a rotary air
slip ring (50) for forcing the air through the compo-
nent (14).

5. The system (2) of claim 4, wherein the rotary air slip
ring (50) permits the component (14) to rotate greater
than 360 degrees about a primary axis of the airflow
system (20) without limiting air flow to the component
(14).

6. The system (2) of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the coating system (10) includes a coating robot.

7. The system (2) of claim 6, wherein the coating robot
is configured to remain stationary during application
of the thermal coating material (12).

8. The system (2) of any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
the thermal coating material (12) includes a thermal
barrier coating (TBC).
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9. The system (2) of any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein
the control system (40) detects the coating instruc-
tions (42) prior to the application of the thermal coat-
ing material (12) by the coating system (10).

10. A computer-implemented method for controlling a
coating system (10) configured to apply a thermal
coating material (12) to a component (14) having a
plurality of cooling holes (16), the method compris-
ing:

detecting coating instructions (42) for the coat-
ing system (10), the coating instructions (42) in-
structing the coating system (10) to apply the
thermal coating material (12) to a subset (16A,
16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16); and
instructing an airflow system (20) coupled with
the component (14) to force air through the sub-
set (16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling holes
(16) during application of the thermal coating
material (12) to the component (14) in response
to detecting the coating instructions (42).

11. A computer program product comprising program
code embodied in a computer readable storage me-
dium, which when executed by at least one comput-
ing device, causes the at least one computing device
to control a coating system (10) configured to apply
a thermal coating material (12) to a component (14)
having a plurality of cooling holes (16) by perform
actions including:

detecting coating instructions (42) for the coat-
ing system (10), the coating instructions (42) in-
structing the coating system (10) to apply the
thermal coating material (12) to a subset (16A,
16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16); and
instructing an airflow system (20) coupled with
the component to force air through the subset
(16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16)
during application of the thermal coating mate-
rial (12) to the component (14) in response to
detecting the coating instructions (42).

12. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the at least one computing device instructs the air-
flow system (20) to force air through only the subset
(16A, 16B) of the plurality of cooling holes (16).

13. The computer program product of claim 11 or 12,
wherein the plurality of cooling holes (16) includes a
plurality of distinct subsets (16A, 16B) of cooling
holes (16).

14. The computer program product of any one of claims
11 to 13, wherein the coating system (10) includes
a coating robot configured to execute the coating
instructions (42).

15. The computer program product of any one of claims
11 to 14, wherein the at least one computing device
detects the coating instructions (42) prior to the ap-
plication of the thermal coating material (12) by the
coating system (10).
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