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(54) CHARGING SYSTEM AND METHOD THEREOF

(57) A charging system and a method are provided.
The charging system (1) includes a power supply device
(2), a charging module (3) and a battery module (4). The
charging module (3) is detachably connected with the
power supply device (2), and connected with the battery
module (4). The charging module (3) includes a power
converting unit (33), a voltage regulator (34) and a charg-
ing controller (35). When the power supply device (2) and
the charging module (3) are connected with each other,

the power converting unit (33) of the charging module (3)
is in the backward direction and uses the electric power
of the battery module (4) to pre-charge a bus capacitor
(331). If the voltage of the bus capacitor (331) is higher
than or equal to a first threshold value because of
pre-charge, the voltage of an adjusting terminal (341) of
the charging module (3) is adjusted. Consequently, the
charging system (1) is in a normal working mode.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a charging sys-
tem and a method, and more particularly to a charging
system and a method for pre-charging a bus capacitor
through a battery module when the charging system
starts up.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] With increasing development of science and
technology, charging systems are widely used in many
fields. For example, charging systems are used for charg-
ing electric vehicles.
[0003] Generally, the charging system comprises a
bus capacitor. When the charging system starts up to
receive the input AC power, a large transient current is
generated to charge the bus capacitor. The large tran-
sient current is also referred as an inrush current. The
inrush current may damage the internal electronic com-
ponents of the charging system.
[0004] For solving the above drawbacks, the conven-
tional charging system is further equipped with an AC
relay and a current-limiting resistor. The AC relay and
the current-limiting resistor are connected to an input ter-
minal of the charging system and connected with each
other in parallel. Before the charging system starts up to
receive the input AC power, the AC relay is turned off.
Consequently, the current-limiting resistor limits the peak
value of the current to decrease the inrush current. After
the charging system finishing starting up, the AC relay is
turned on. Consequently, the charging system receives
the input AC power through the AC relay.
[0005] Since the charging system is additionally
equipped with the AC relay and the current-limiting re-
sistor, the cost of the charging system is increased. More-
over, since the AC relay has poor reliability and short life,
the charging system is readily damaged. In addition, the
AC relay with high power has not been introduced into
the market. When the charging system is applied at a
high power situation, the AC relay and the current-limiting
resistor cannot be used.
[0006] Therefore, there is a need of providing a charg-
ing system and a method in order to overcome the above
drawbacks.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] An object of the present invention provides a
charging system capable of limiting the inrush current.
Since the inrush current is limited, the internal electronic
components of the charging system are not damaged.
Moreover, since the charging system is not equipped with
the AC relay and the current-limiting resistor, the fabri-
cating cost of the charging system is reduced and the
reliability of the charging system is enhanced. Moreover,

the charging system can be applied to the high power
environment.
[0008] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a charging system. The charg-
ing system includes a power supply device, a connection
confirmation module, a battery module, a charging mod-
ule and a main control module. The power supply device
includes a first power transmission terminal, a second
power transmission terminal, a first signal output terminal
and a power control unit. The first power transmission
terminal receives AC power. The connection confirma-
tion module includes a second signal output terminal.
The charging module includes a third power transmission
terminal and a fourth power transmission terminal. The
third power transmission terminal is detachably connect-
ed with the second power transmission terminal of the
power supply device. The charging module includes a
DC/DC converter, a voltage regulator, a bus capacitor
and a charging controller. The DC/DC converter has a
bidirectional power converting function and is electrically
connected between the bus capacitor and the fourth pow-
er transmission terminal. The fourth power transmission
terminal is further connected with the battery module. An
adjusting terminal of the voltage regulator is detachably
connected with the first signal output terminal. The volt-
age regulator selectively adjusts a voltage of the adjust-
ing terminal. The power control unit detects a voltage of
the first signal output terminal. The charging controller
receives a voltage of the second signal output terminal
and the voltage of the adjusting terminal and detects a
voltage of the battery module. The main control module
is connected with the charging module and the second
signal output terminal for receiving a feedback signal
from the charging module and a signal from the second
signal output terminal. If the charging controller detects
that the voltage from the battery module is non-zero and
the voltage from the adjusting terminal is a given voltage
when the charging module is connected with the power
supply device, the charging controller controls the DC/DC
converter in a backward direction to convert electric pow-
er of the battery module, so that the bus capacitor is pre-
charged by the converted electric power of the battery
module. If the charging controller judges that a voltage
of the bus capacitor is higher than or equal to a first
threshold value, the charging controller controls the volt-
age regulator to adjust the voltage of the adjusting ter-
minal toward a second threshold value. If the power con-
trol unit detects that a peak voltage of the adjusting ter-
minal is equal to the second threshold value, the power
control unit judges that the charging system is ready to
charge the battery module.
[0009] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a method for a charg-
ing system. The charging system includes a power sup-
ply device, a charging module and a battery module. The
power supply device includes a first signal output terminal
and a power control unit. The charging module is detach-
ably connected with the power supply device, and in-
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cludes a DC/DC converter, a voltage regulator, a charg-
ing controller and a bus capacitor. The DC/DC converter
is electrically connected between the bus capacitor and
the battery module. An adjusting terminal of the voltage
regulator is detachably connected with the first signal out-
put terminal. The voltage regulator selectively adjusts a
voltage of the adjusting terminal. The battery module is
detachably connected with the charging module. The
method includes the following steps. In a step (a), the
charging controller judges whether a voltage from the
battery module is a non-zero voltage and a peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal is a given voltage. If a judging
result of the step (a) is satisfied, a step (b) is performed.
If the judging result of the step (a) is not satisfied, the
charging controller judges that the charging system is
abnormal and generates a notification signal. In a step
(b), the charging controller controls the DC/DC converter
in a backward direction, so that electric power from the
battery module is converted by the DC/DC converter and
the bus capacitor is pre-charged by the converted electric
power. In a step (c), the charging controller judges wheth-
er a voltage of the bus capacitor is higher than or equal
to a first threshold value. If a judging result of the step
(c) is satisfied, a step (d) is performed. If the judging result
of the step (c) is not satisfied, the step (b) is repeatedly
done. In a step (d), the charging controller controls the
voltage regulator to adjust the peak voltage of the adjust-
ing terminal toward a second threshold value. In a step
(e), the charging controller judges whether the peak volt-
age of the adjusting terminal is equal to the second
threshold value. If the peak voltage of the adjusting ter-
minal is equal to the second threshold value, the charging
controller judges that the charging system is in a normal
working mode. If the peak voltage of the adjusting termi-
nal is not equal to the second threshold value, the charg-
ing controller judges that the charging system is abnor-
mal and generates the notification signal.
[0010] The above contents of the present invention will
become more readily apparent to those ordinarily skilled
in the art after reviewing the following detailed description
and accompanying drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the architecture of a
charging system according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram of the charging
system of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating the
power supply device of the charging system of FIG.
2;
FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating the
DC/DC converter of the charging system of FIG. 2;
FIG. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating the
connection confirmation module of the charging sys-

tem of FIG. 2;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method for a charg-
ing system according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a variant example of
the method of FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a variant example of
the method of FIG. 7;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the subsequent steps
of the method of the present invention after the step
S51 of FIG. 6; and
FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a variant example
of the method of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0012] The present invention will now be described
more specifically with reference to the following embod-
iments. It is to be noted that the following descriptions of
preferred embodiments of this invention are presented
herein for purpose of illustration and description only. It
is not intended to be exhaustive or to be limited to the
precise form disclosed.
[0013] FIG. 1 schematically illustrates the architecture
of a charging system according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram
of the charging system of FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 1, the
charging system 1 is applied to an electric vehicle. The
charging system 1 comprises a power supply device 2,
a charging module 3, a battery module 4, a connection
confirmation module 5 and a main control module 6.
[0014] An example of the power supply device 2 in-
cludes but not limited to an electric vehicle supply equip-
ment (EVSE). The power supply device 2 is detachably
connected with the charging module 3. The power supply
device 2 comprises a first power transmission terminal
21, a second power transmission terminal 22, a first sig-
nal output terminal 23 and a power control unit 24. The
first power transmission terminal 21 receives AC power.
The power control unit 24 receives the given voltage from
the adjusting terminal 341.
[0015] The connection confirmation module 5 detects
the AC power. The connection confirmation module 5
comprises a second signal output terminal 51. The con-
nection confirmation module 5 outputs a voltage to the
second signal output terminal 51. The voltage of the sec-
ond signal output terminal 51 is correspondingly changed
according to whether the power supply device 2 and the
charging module 3 are connected with each other or dis-
connected from each other.
[0016] An example of the charging module 3 includes
but not limited to an on board charger module (OBCM).
The charging module 3 is detachably connected with the
power supply device 2. Moreover, the charging module
3 is connected with the battery module 4 in order to
charge the battery module 4. The charging module 3
comprises a third power transmission terminal 31, a
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fourth power transmission terminal 32, a power convert-
ing unit 33, a voltage regulator 34 and a charging con-
troller 35.
[0017] Please refer to FIGS. 1 and 2. The third power
transmission terminal 31 of the charging module 3 is de-
tachably connected with the second power transmission
terminal 22 of the power supply device 2. The fourth pow-
er transmission terminal 32 is connected with the battery
module 4.
[0018] The power converting unit 33 is electrically con-
nected between the third power transmission terminal 31
and the fourth power transmission terminal 32. In this
embodiment, the power converting unit 33 comprises an
AC/DC converter 333, a bus capacitor 331 and a DC/DC
converter 332. The DC/DC converter 332 is electrically
connected between the bus capacitor 331 and the fourth
power transmission terminal 32. The DC/DC converter
332 is a bidirectional power converter. According to the
forward direction of the bidirectional power converter, the
electric power from the bus capacitor 331 is converted
by the DC/DC converter 332. According to the backward
direction of the bidirectional power converter, the electric
power from the fourth power transmission terminal 32
(i.e., the electric power form the battery module 4) is con-
verted by the DC/DC converter 332.
[0019] The voltage regulator 34 is configured to judge
the charging state by monitoring the voltage of the ad-
justing terminal 341. The voltage regulator 34 is electri-
cally connected with a ground terminal G. The voltage
regulator 34 comprises an adjusting terminal 341. The
adjusting terminal 341 is connected with the first signal
output terminal 23. The voltage of the adjusting terminal
341 is selectively adjusted by the voltage regulator 34.
[0020] The charging controller 35 is connected with the
power converting unit 33, the voltage regulator 34 and
the battery module 4. Moreover, the charging controller
35 is connected with the adjusting terminal 341 and the
second signal output terminal 51. The charging controller
35 is used for detecting the voltage of the second signal
output terminal 51, the peak voltage of the adjusting ter-
minal 341 and the voltage of the battery module 4. Then
the charging controller 35 controls the power converting
unit 33 properly.
[0021] When the voltage of the second signal output
terminal 51 is equal to the set voltage, the charging con-
troller 35 judges that the charging module 3 is connected
with the power supply device 2. Otherwise, the charging
controller 35 judges that the charging module 3 is not
connected with the power supply device 2.
[0022] When the third power transmission terminal 31
and the adjusting terminal 341 of the charging module 3
are respectively connected with the second power trans-
mission terminal 22 and the first signal output terminal
23 of the power supply device 2 but the power converting
unit 33 is not operated, the charging controller 35 detects
the voltage from the battery module 4, the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 and the voltage of the sec-
ond signal output terminal 51. If the result of the detection

is that the voltage from the battery module 4 is a non-
zero voltage, the adjusting terminal 341 is the given volt-
age and the second signal output terminal 51 is the set
voltage, the charging controller 35 controls the DC/DC
converter 332 to perform in the backward direction. Con-
sequently, the electric power from the fourth power trans-
mission terminal 32 (i.e., from the battery module 4) is
converted by the DC/DC converter 332, and the bus ca-
pacitor 331 is pre-charged by the converted electric pow-
er. Whereas, if the result of the detection is that voltage
from the battery module 4 is a zero voltage or the adjust-
ing terminal 341 is not a given voltage, the charging con-
troller 35 judges that the charging system 1 is abnormal
and generates a notification signal.
[0023] If the charging controller 35 detects that the volt-
age of the bus capacitor 331 is higher than or equal to a
first threshold value because of pre-charging, the charg-
ing controller 35 controls the voltage regulator 34 to ad-
just the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341. Con-
sequently, the voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is
decreased toward a second threshold value. Whereas,
if the charging controller 35 detects that the voltage of
the bus capacitor 331 is lower than the first threshold
value, the voltage regulator 34 does not adjust the peak
voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 under control of the
charging controller 35.
[0024] While the charging controller 35 controls the
voltage regulator 34 to adjust the peak voltage of the
adjusting terminal 341 toward the second threshold val-
ue, the power control unit 24 detects the voltage of the
adjusting terminal 341.
[0025] When the power control unit 24 detects that the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal to the
second threshold value, the power control unit 24 judges
that the charging system 1 is ready to charge the battery
module 4. If the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal
341 is not equal to the second threshold value while the
voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is adjusted toward
the second threshold value by the voltage regulator 34
under control of the charging controller 35, the charging
controller 35 judges that the charging system 1 is abnor-
mal and generates the notification signal. Also the charg-
ing controller 35 detects the peak voltage of the adjusting
terminal 341. If the charging controller 35 detects that
the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal
to the second threshold value, the charging controller 35
judges that the charging system 1 is in a normal working
mode. In the normal working mode, the AC power from
the second power transmission terminal 22 is converted
by the charging system 1.
[0026] The main control module 6 is connected with
the charging module 3. The main control module 6 re-
ceives a feedback signal from the charging module 3 and
the voltage of the second signal output terminal 51. Ac-
cording to the feedback signal, the main control module
6 realizes whether the charging system 1 is in the normal
working mode. The feedback signal is generated by the
internal circuit of the charging module 3 (e.g., the charg-
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ing controller 35). According to the result of judgment
whether the voltage of the second signal output terminal
51 is equal to the set voltage, the main control module 6
realizes whether the charging module 3 is connected with
the power supply device 2. If the main control module 6
judges that the charging system 1 is in the normal working
mode and the charging module 3 is connected with the
power supply device 2, the main control module 6 issues
a charge start signal to the charging controller 35 of the
charging module 3.
[0027] When the charging system 1 is in the normal
working mode and the charging module 3 is connected
with the power supply device 2, if the self-test result of
the charging module 3 indicates that the charging module
3 do not have faults and the charging system 1 is in the
normal working mode, the charging controller 35 controls
the voltage regulator 34 to adjust the peak voltage of the
adjusting terminal 341 toward a third threshold value.
Moreover, the charging controller 35 controls the power
converting unit 33 in the forward direction. If the self-test
result of the charging module 3 indicates that the charging
module 3 has faults or the charging system 1 is not in
the normal working mode, the charging controller 35
judges that the charging system 1 is abnormal and gen-
erates the notification signal.
[0028] Please refer to FIG. 2 again. The power supply
device 2 further comprises a first switching module 25.
The first switching module 25 is electrically connected
between the first power transmission terminal 21 and the
second power transmission terminal 22. When the first
switching module 25 is turned on or turned off, the path
between the first power transmission terminal 21 and the
second power transmission terminal 22 is conducted or
cut off correspondingly. The power control unit 24 com-
prises a first output terminal and a second output termi-
nal. The first output terminal of the power control unit 24
is electrically connected with a control terminal of the first
switching module 25. The power control unit 24 controls
the on/off states of the first switching module 25 through
the first output terminal. The second output terminal of
the power control unit 24 is electrically connected with
the first signal output terminal 23. The power control unit
24 transmits the set voltage to the first signal output ter-
minal 23 through the second output terminal.
[0029] If the power control unit 24 detects that the peak
voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal to the third
threshold value, the first switching module 25 is turned
on under control of the power control unit 24. Conse-
quently, the AC power is transmitted to the second power
transmission terminal 22 through the first power trans-
mission terminal 21 and the first switching module 25.
Moreover, the charging controller 35 controls the power
converting unit 33 in the forward direction. That is, the
received electric power of the third power transmission
terminal 31 (e.g. the outputted AC electric power of the
second power transmission terminal 22) is converted by
the AC/DC converter 333. The converted electric power
charges the battery module 4. Whereas, if the power con-

trol unit 24 detects that the peak voltage of the adjusting
terminal 341 is not equal to the third threshold value, the
first switching module 25 is turned off under control of
the power control unit 24. Consequently, the AC power
cannot be transmitted to the second power transmission
terminal 22 through the first power transmission terminal
21.
[0030] When the charging system 1 starts up, the third
power transmission terminal 31 and the adjusting termi-
nal 341 of the charging module 3 are respectively con-
nected with the second power transmission terminal 22
and the first signal output terminal 23 of the power supply
device 2. If the charging controller 35 detects that the
voltage from the battery module 4 is non-zero, the voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 is the given voltage and the
voltage of the second signal output terminal 51 is the set
voltage, the power converting unit 33 is in the backward
direction. Consequently, the bus capacitor 331 is pre-
charged by the electric power of the battery module 4.
When the power supply device 2 outputs the AC power
and the DC/DC converter 332 is in the forward direction,
the battery module 4 is charged by the AC power. Since
the bus capacitor 331 is pre-charged to a predetermined
voltage, large current is avoided to flow through the bus
capacitor. Under this circumstance, the inrush current is
limited when the charging system 1 starts up. Since the
inrush current is limited, the internal electronic compo-
nents of the charging system 1 are not damaged. More-
over, since the charging system 1 is not equipped with
the AC relay and the current-limiting resistor, the cost of
the charging system 1 is reduced and the reliability of the
charging system 1 is enhanced. Moreover, the charging
system 1 can be applied to the high power environment.
[0031] In another embodiment, the power converting
unit 33 further comprise an AC/DC converter 333. The
AC/DC converter 333 is electrically connected between
the third power transmission terminal 31 and bus capac-
itor 331 and electrically connected with the charging con-
troller 35. An example of the AC/DC converter 333 in-
cludes but not limited to a bridgeless power factor cor-
rection (PFC) converter. The operations of the AC/DC
converter 333 are controlled by the charging controller
35. Consequently, the received electric power of the third
power transmission terminal 31 (e.g. the AC electric pow-
er of the second power transmission terminal 22) is con-
verted into a DC bus voltage by the AC/DC converter
333. Similarly, the AC/DC converter 333 can be a bidi-
rectional power converter. That is, the received electric
power of the third power transmission terminal 31 can be
converted by the AC/DC converter 333, or the DC bus
voltage of the bus capacitor 331 can be converted by the
AC/DC converter 333 to the third power transmission ter-
minal 31. When the DC/DC converter 332 in the forward
direction under control of the charging controller 35, the
stabilized DC bus voltage of the bus capacitor 331 is
converted by the DC/DC converter 332. The converted
electric power charges the battery module 4.
[0032] The adjusting terminal 341 of the voltage regu-
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lator 34 is adjusted according to the charge state of the
charging system 1. The voltage regulator 34 comprises
a first resistor 342 and a second switching module 343.
The first resistor 342 and the second switching module
343 are connected with each other in series, and electri-
cally connected between the ground terminal G and the
adjusting terminal 341. The control terminal of the second
switching module 343 is electrically connected with the
charging controller 35. The on/off states of the second
switching module 343 are controlled by the charging con-
troller 35. If the charging controller 35 detects that the
voltage of the bus capacitor 331 is higher than or equal
to the first threshold value, the second switching module
343 is turned on under control of the charging controller
35. Since the path between the ground terminal G and
the adjusting terminal 341 is conducted, the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 is pulled down by the first
resistor 342 and the voltage of the first signal output ter-
minal 23 is equal to the second threshold value. If the
charging controller 35 detects that the voltage of the bus
capacitor 331 is lower than the first threshold value, the
second switching module 343 is turned off under control
of the charging controller 35. Since the path between the
ground terminal G and the adjusting terminal 341 is shut
off, the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 cannot
be pulled down by the first resistor 342. Consequently,
the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is main-
tained.
[0033] The voltage regulator 34 further comprises a
second resistor 344 and a third switching module 345.
The second resistor 344 and the third switching module
345 are connected with each other in series, and electri-
cally connected between the ground terminal G and the
adjusting terminal 341. Moreover, the second resistor
344 and the third switching module 345 are connected
with the first resistor 342 and the second switching mod-
ule 343 in parallel. The control terminal of the third switch-
ing module 345 is electrically connected with the charging
controller 35. The on/off states of the third switching mod-
ule 345 are controlled by the charging controller 35. If
the self-test result of the charging module 3 indicates that
the charging module 3 do not have faults and the charging
system 1 is in the normal working mode, the third switch-
ing module 345 is turned on under control of the charging
controller 35. Since the path between the ground terminal
G and the adjusting terminal 341 is conducted, the peak
voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is pulled down by
the second resistor 344 and the voltage of the first signal
output terminal 23 is equal to the third threshold value.
If the self-test result of the charging module 3 indicates
that the charging module 3 have faults or the charging
system 1 is not in the normal working mode, the third
switching module 345 is turned off under control of the
charging controller 35. Since the path between the
ground terminal G and the adjusting terminal 341 is shut
off, the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 cannot
be pulled down by the second resistor 344. Consequent-
ly, the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is main-

tained.
[0034] In some embodiments, the adjusting terminal
341 of the voltage regulator 34 is detachably connected
with the first signal output terminal 23 through a diode
(not shown).
[0035] In some embodiments, the charging system 1
further comprises a relay 36. The relay 36 is electrically
connected between the battery module 4 and the charg-
ing module 3. The battery module 4 and the charging
module 3 are selectively connected with each other or
disconnected from each other through the relay 36.
[0036] FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating
the power supply device of the charging system of FIG.
2. As shown in FIG. 3, the first switching module 25 com-
prises a first switch 25a and a second switch 25b. The
first switch 25a is electrically connected between the pos-
itive terminal of the first power transmission terminal 21
and the positive terminal of the second power transmis-
sion terminal 22. The second switch 25b is electrically
connected between the negative terminal of the first pow-
er transmission terminal 21 and the negative terminal of
the second power transmission terminal 22. The on/off
states of the first switch 25a and the second switch 25b
are controlled by the power control unit 24. When the first
switch 25a and the second switch 25b are conduct, the
AC power is transmitted from the first power transmission
terminal 21 to the second power transmission terminal
22 through the first switch 25a and the second switch
25b. When the first switch 25a and the second switch
25b are off, the AC power cannot be transmitted from the
first power transmission terminal 21 to the second power
transmission terminal 22.
[0037] FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating
the DC/DC converter of the charging system of FIG. 2.
As shown in FIG. 4, the DC/DC converter 332 comprises
plural first switch transistors Qp1, Qp2, Qp3, Qp4, plural
second switch transistors Qs1, Qs2, Qs3, Qs4, and a
transformer T. The first switch transistors Qp1, Qp2, Qp3
and Qp4 are electrically connected between the bus ca-
pacitor 331 and the primary winding f1 of the transformer
T. The second switch transistors Qs1, Qs2, Qs3 and Qs4
are electrically connected between the secondary wind-
ing f2 of the transformer T and the battery module 4. The
on/off states of the Qp1∼Qp4 and Qs1∼Qs4 are control-
led by the charging controller 35. Consequently, the
DC/DC converter 332 performs in the forward direction
or the backward direction.
[0038] FIG. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram illustrating
the connection confirmation module of the charging sys-
tem of FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 5, the connection con-
firmation module 5 comprises a third resistor 52, a fourth
switching module 53 and a RC circuit 54. The third re-
sistor 52 and the fourth switching module 53 are con-
nected with each other in parallel. The RC circuit 54 is a
circuitry composed of a resistor and a capacitor. A first
end of the parallel-connected circuitry of the third resistor
52 and the fourth switching module 53 is electrically con-
nected with the ground terminal. A second end of the
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parallel-connected circuitry of the third resistor 52 and
the fourth switching module 53 is electrically connected
with the second signal output terminal 51.
[0039] In an embodiment, the given voltage is 12V, the
second threshold value is 9V, and the third threshold val-
ue is 6V. The operations of the charging system 1 will be
described as follows.
[0040] After the charging system 1 starts up and the
battery module 4 and the charging module 3 are electri-
cally connected with each other, the charging controller
35 of the charging module 3 judges whether the voltage
from the battery module 4 is a non-zero voltage and the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is the given
voltage. If the charging controller 35 judges that the volt-
age from the battery module 4 is not the non-zero voltage
or the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is not
the given voltage, the charging controller 35 judges that
the charging system 1 is abnormal and generates a no-
tification signal.
[0041] If the charging controller 35 of the charging
module 3 judges that the voltage from the battery module
4 is the non-zero voltage and the peak voltage of the
adjusting terminal 341 is the given voltage because the
given voltage of the first signal output terminal 23 is trans-
mitted to the adjusting terminal 341, the charging con-
troller 35 controls the DC/DC converter 332 of the power
converting unit 33 in the backward direction. Conse-
quently, the bus capacitor 331 is pre-charged by the bat-
tery module 4.
[0042] If the charging controller 35 judges that the volt-
age of the bus capacitor 331 is higher than or equal to
the first threshold value because of pre-charging, the
charging controller 35 controls the voltage regulator 34
to adjust the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341
toward a second threshold value. Consequently, the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal to the
second threshold value. If the peak voltage of the adjust-
ing terminal 341 is not equal to the second threshold val-
ue while the voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is ad-
justed toward the second threshold value by the voltage
regulator 34 under control of the charging controller 35,
the charging controller 35 judges that the charging sys-
tem 1 is abnormal and generates the notification signal.
Whereas, if the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal
341 is equal to the second threshold value, the charging
controller 35 judges that the charging system 1 is in the
normal working mode.
[0043] When the power control unit 24 detects that the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal to the
second threshold value, the power control unit 24 also
judges that the charging system 1 is ready to charge the
battery module 4. Then, the power control unit 24 per-
forms a self-test process. If the self-test result of the pow-
er control unit 24 indicates that the power control unit 24
do not have faults, the power control unit 24 issues a
pulse modulation signal (e.g., 9V) to the charging con-
troller 35. Consequently, the charging controller 35 per-
forms a self-test process. If the self-test result of the

charging controller 35 indicates that the charging module
3 do not have faults and the charging system 1 is in the
normal working mode, the charging controller 35 controls
the voltage regulator 34 to adjust the peak voltage of the
adjusting terminal 341 toward a third threshold value. If
the power control unit 24 detects that the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 is equal to the third threshold
value, the first switching module 25 is turned on under
control of the power control unit 24. Consequently, the
AC power is transmitted to the third power transmission
terminal 31. Moreover, the charging controller 35 controls
the power converting unit 33 in the forward direction. Con-
sequently, the AC power from the power supply device
2 is converted by the power converting unit 33, and the
battery module 4 is charged by the converted electric
power.
[0044] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method for a
charging system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
[0045] In a step S1, the battery module 4 and the charg-
ing module 3 are electrically connected with each other,
but the power converting unit 33 is not enabled. Mean-
while, the charging controller 35 of the charging module
3 judges whether the voltage from the battery module 4
is a non-zero voltage and the peak voltage of the adjust-
ing terminal 341 is the given voltage. If the judging result
of the step S1 indicates that the voltage from the battery
module 4 is not the non-zero voltage or the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 is not the given voltage, a
step S50 is performed. In the step S50, the charging con-
troller 35 judges that the charging system 1 is abnormal
and generates a notification signal.
[0046] If the judging result of the step S1 indicates that
the voltage from the battery module 4 is the non-zero
voltage and the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal
341 is the given voltage, a step S2 is performed. In the
step S2, the charging controller 35 controls the DC/DC
converter 332 in a backward direction. Consequently, the
electric power from the battery module 4 is converted by
the DC/DC converter 332, and the bus capacitor 331 is
pre-charged by the converted electric power.
[0047] After the step S2, a step S3 is performed. In the
step S3, the charging controller 35 judges whether the
voltage of the bus capacitor 331 is higher than or equal
to a first threshold value. If the judging result of the step
S3 indicates that the voltage of the bus capacitor 331 is
lower than the first threshold value, the step S2 is repeat-
edly done. If the judging result of the step S3 indicates
that the voltage of the bus capacitor 331 is higher than
or equal to the first threshold value, a step S4 is per-
formed.
[0048] In the step S4, the charging controller 35 con-
trols the voltage regulator 34 to adjust the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 toward a second threshold
value. Then, a step S5 is performed.
[0049] In the step S5, the charging controller 35 and
the power control unit 24 judge whether the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal is equal to the second threshold
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value respectively. If the judging result of the step S5
indicates that the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal
is not equal to the second threshold value, the step S50
is performed. Whereas, if the judging result of the step
S5 indicates that the peak voltage of the adjusting termi-
nal is equal to the second threshold value, the power
control unit 24 judges that the charging system is ready
to charge the battery module 4 and the charging controller
35 judges that the charging system is in a normal working
mode (Step S51).
[0050] Moreover, in the step S4, the second switching
module 343 is turned on under control of the charging
controller 35. Since the path between the ground terminal
G and the adjusting terminal 341 is conducted, the peak
voltage of the adjusting terminal 341 is pulled down by
the first resistor 342 and the voltage of the first signal
output terminal 23 is adjusted toward the second thresh-
old value.
[0051] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a variant exam-
ple of the method of FIG. 6. In comparison with FIG. 6,
the method of this embodiment further comprises a step
S0 before the step S1. In the step S0, the charging con-
troller 35 judges whether the voltage of the second signal
output terminal 51 is equal to a set voltage. If the judging
result of the step S0 indicates that the voltage of the sec-
ond signal output terminal 51 is equal to the set voltage,
the step S1 is performed. If the judging result of the step
S0 indicates that the voltage of the second signal output
terminal 51 is not equal to the set voltage, the step S0 is
repeatedly done. The other steps of FIG. 7 are similar to
those of FIG. 6, and are not redundantly described herein.
[0052] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a variant exam-
ple of the method of FIG. 7. In comparison FIG. 7, the
method of this embodiment further comprises a step SO’
of judging whether the charging system 1 comprises a
relay before the step S1. If the judging result of the step
SO’ indicates that the charging system 1 comprises a
relay (e.g., the relay 36 of FIG. 2), a step S1’ is performed
to close the relay 36. After the step S1’, the step S1 is
performed. If the judging result of the step SO’ indicates
that the charging system 1 does not comprise a relay,
the step S1 is directly performed.
[0053] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the subsequent
steps of the method of the present invention after the
step S51 of FIG. 6. After the step S51 of FIG. 6, a self-
test process is performed to judge whether the charging
module 3 has faults (Step S6). If the judging result of the
step S6 indicates that the charging module 3 has faults,
a step S60 is performed. In the step S60, the charging
controller 35 judges that the charging system 1 is abnor-
mal and generates the notification signal. Whereas, if the
judging result of the step S6 indicates that the charging
module 3 do not have faults, a step S7 is performed.
[0054] In the step S7, the charging controller 35 con-
trols the voltage regulator 34 to adjust the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal 341 toward a third threshold val-
ue. Then, a step S8 is performed.
[0055] In the step S8, the power control unit 24 judges

whether the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal 341
is equal to the third threshold value. If the judging result
of the step S8 indicates that the voltage of the adjusting
terminal 341 is not equal to the third threshold value, a
step S80 is performed. In the step S80, charging control-
ler 35 judges that the charging system 1 is abnormal and
generates the notification signal. If the judging result of
the step S8 indicates that the voltage of the adjusting
terminal 341 is equal to the third threshold value, a step
S9 is performed.
[0056] In the step S9, the first switching module 25 is
turned on under control of the power control unit 24.
[0057] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a variant ex-
ample of the method of FIG. 9. The method further com-
prises a step S6b between the step S6 and S7. If the
judging result of the step S6 indicates that the charging
module 3 do not have faults, the step S6b is performed.
In the step S6b, the third switching module 345 is turned
on under control of the charging controller 35. Then, the
step S7 is performed. The other steps of FIG. 10 are
similar to those of FIG. 9, and are not redundantly de-
scribed herein.
[0058] From the above descriptions, the present inven-
tion provides a charging system and a method. When
the power supply device is connected with the charging
module and the charging system starts up, the power
converting unit is in the backward direction and uses the
electric power of the battery module to pre-charge the
bus capacitor. Then the power supply device outputs the
AC power and the power converting unit in the forward
direction, the battery module is charged by the AC power.
Since the bus capacitor is pre-charged to a predeter-
mined voltage, large current is avoided to flow through
the bus capacitor. Under this circumstance, the inrush
current is limited when the charging system starts up.
Since the inrush current is limited, the internal electronic
components of the charging system are not damaged.
Moreover, since the charging system is not equipped with
the AC relay and the current-limiting resistor, the cost of
the charging system is reduced and the reliability of the
charging system is enhanced. Moreover, the charging
system can be applied to the high power environment.

Claims

1. A charging system (1), comprising:

a power supply device (2) comprising a first pow-
er transmission terminal (21), a second power
transmission terminal (22), a first signal output
terminal (23) and a power control unit (24),
wherein the first power transmission terminal
(21) receives AC power;
a connection confirmation module (5) compris-
ing a second signal output terminal (51);
a battery module (4);
a charging module (3) comprising a third power
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transmission terminal (31) and a fourth power
transmission terminal (32), wherein the third
power transmission terminal (31) is detachably
connected with the second power transmission
terminal (22) of the power supply device (2), and
the charging module (3) comprises a DC/DC
converter (332), a voltage regulator (34), a bus
capacitor (331) and a charging controller (35),
wherein the DC/DC converter (332) is a bidirec-
tional power converter and is electrically con-
nected between the bus capacitor (331) and the
fourth power transmission terminal (32), the
fourth power transmission terminal (32) is fur-
ther connected with the battery module (4), an
adjusting terminal (341) of the voltage regulator
(34) is detachably connected with the first signal
output terminal (23), the voltage regulator (34)
selectively adjusts a voltage of the adjusting ter-
minal (341), and the power control unit (24) de-
tects a voltage of the adjusting terminal (341),
and the charging controller (35) receives a volt-
age of the second signal output terminal (51)
and the voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
and detects a voltage of the battery module (4);
and
a main control module (6) connected with the
charging module (3) and the second signal out-
put terminal (51) for receiving a feedback signal
from the charging module (3) and a signal from
the second signal output terminal (51),
wherein if the charging controller (35) detects
that the voltage from the battery module (4) is
non-zero and the voltage from the adjusting ter-
minal (341) is a given voltage when the charging
module (3) is connected with the power supply
device (2), the charging controller (35) controls
the DC/DC converter (332) in a backward direc-
tion to convert electric power from the battery
module (4), so that the bus capacitor (331) is
pre-charged by the converted electric power of
the battery module (4), wherein if the charging
controller (35) judges that a voltage of the bus
capacitor (331) is higher than or equal to a first
threshold value, the charging controller (35)
controls the voltage regulator (34) to adjust the
voltage of the adjusting terminal (341) toward a
second threshold value, wherein if the power
control unit (24) detects that a peak voltage of
the adjusting terminal (341) is equal to the sec-
ond threshold value, the power control unit (24)
judges that the charging system (1) is ready to
charge the battery module (4).

2. The charging system (1) according to claim 1, where-
in the charging controller (35) detects the voltage of
the second signal output terminal (51), and the
charging controller (35) judges that the charging
module (3) is connected with the power supply de-

vice (2) if the voltage of the second signal output
terminal (51) is equal to a set voltage.

3. The charging system (1) according to claims 1 or 2,
wherein the power supply device (2) further compris-
es a first switching module (25), and the first switch-
ing module (25) is electrically connected between
the first power transmission terminal (21) and the
second power transmission terminal (22), wherein a
control terminal of the first switching module (25) is
electrically connected with a first output terminal of
the power control unit (24), and the power control
unit (24) controls on/off states of the first switching
module (25).

4. The charging system (1) according to claim 3, where-
in if the charging system (1) is in the normal working
mode, the charging controller (35) controls the volt-
age regulator (34) to adjust the voltage of the adjust-
ing terminal (341) toward a third threshold value,
wherein if the power control unit (24) detects that the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341) is equal
to the third threshold value, the first switch module
(25) is turned on under control of the power control
unit (24).

5. The charging system (1) according to claim 3, where-
in the first switching module (25) comprises a first
switch (25a) and a second switch (25b), wherein the
first switch (25a) is electrically connected between
a positive terminal of the first power transmission
terminal (21) and a positive terminal of the second
power transmission terminal (22), the second switch
(25b) is electrically connected between a negative
terminal of the first power transmission terminal (21)
and a negative terminal of the second power trans-
mission terminal (22), and the power control unit (24)
controls on/off states of the first switch (25a) and the
second switch (25b).

6. The charging system (1) according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the charging module (3) further
comprises an AC/DC converter (333), and the
AC/DC converter (333) is electrically connected be-
tween the third power transmission terminal (31) and
the bus capacitor (331), and connected with the
charging controller (35), wherein after the AC power
is received by the third power transmission terminal
(31), the AC power is converted into a DC bus voltage
by the AC/DC converter (333).

7. The charging system (1) according to claim 6, where-
in the charging controller (35) controls operations of
the DC/DC converter (332), wherein when the
DC/DC converter (332) in a forward direction, the
DC bus voltage of the bus capacitor (331) is convert-
ed into a regulated voltage by the DC/DC converter
(332) and the battery module (4) is charged by the
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regulated voltage, wherein when the DC/DC con-
verter (332) is in a backward direction, the electric
power from the battery module (4) is converted by
the DC/DC converter (332) so as to pre-charge the
bus capacitor (331).

8. The charging system (1) according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein the voltage regulator (34) com-
prises a first resistor and a second switching module,
and the first resistor (342) and the second switching
module (343) are connected with each other in series
and electrically connected between a ground termi-
nal (G) and the adjusting terminal (341), wherein the
charging controller (35) controls on/off states of the
second switching module (343).

9. The charging system (1) according to claim 8, where-
in if the charging controller (35) detects that the volt-
age of the bus capacitor (331) is higher than or equal
to the first threshold value, the second switching
module (343) is turned on under control of the charg-
ing controller (35).

10. The charging system (1) according to claim 9, where-
in the voltage regulator (34) further comprises a sec-
ond resistor (344) and a third switching module
(345), the second resistor (344) and the third switch-
ing module (345) are connected with each other in
series and electrically connected between the
ground terminal (G) and the adjusting terminal (341),
and the second resistor (344) and the third switching
module (345) are connected with the first resistor
(342) and the second switching module (343) in par-
allel, wherein the charging controller (35) controls
on/off states of the third switching module (345).

11. The charging system (1) according to any one of
claims 1 to 10, wherein the charging system (1) fur-
ther comprises a relay (36), and the relay (36) is elec-
trically connected with the battery module (4) and
the charging module (3).

12. A method for a charging system (1), the charging
system (1) comprising a power supply device (2), a
charging module (3) and a battery module (4), the
power supply device (2) comprising a first signal out-
put terminal (23) and a power control unit (24), the
charging module (3) being detachably connected
with the power supply device (2) and comprising a
DC/DC converter (332), a voltage regulator (34), a
charging controller (35) and a bus capacitor (331),
the DC/DC converter (332) being electrically con-
nected between the bus capacitor (331) and the bat-
tery module (4), an adjusting terminal (341) of the
voltage regulator (34) being detachably connected
with the first signal output terminal (23), the voltage
regulator (34) selectively adjusting a voltage of the
adjusting terminal (341), the battery module (4) being

detachably connected with the charging module (3),
the method comprising steps of:

(a) the charging controller (35) judging whether
a voltage from the battery module (4) is a non-
zero voltage and a peak voltage of the adjusting
terminal (341) is a given voltage, wherein if a
judging result of the step (a) is satisfied, a step
(b) is performed, wherein if the judging result of
the step (a) is not satisfied, the charging control-
ler (35) judges that the charging system (1) is
abnormal and generates a notification signal;
(b) the charging controller (35) controlling the
DC/DC converter (332) in a backward direction,
so that electric power from the battery module
(4) is converted by the DC/DC converter (332)
and the bus capacitor (331) is pre-charged by
the converted electric power, then the step (c)
is performed;
(c) the charging controller (35) judging whether
a voltage of the bus capacitor (331) is higher
than or equal to a first threshold value, wherein
if a judging result of the step (c) is satisfied, a
step (d) is performed, wherein if the judging re-
sult of the step (c) is not satisfied, the step (b)
is repeatedly done;
(d) the charging controller (35) controlling the
voltage regulator (34) to adjust the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal (341) toward a second
threshold value, and a step (e) is performed; and
(e) the charging controller (35) judging whether
the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
is equal to the second threshold value, wherein
if the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
is equal to the second threshold value, the
charging controller (35) judges that the charging
system (1) is in a normal working mode, wherein
if the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
is not equal to the second threshold value, the
charging controller (35) judges that the charging
system (1) is abnormal and generates the noti-
fication signal.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the
charging system (1) further comprises a connection
confirmation module (5), and the connection confir-
mation module (5) comprises a second signal output
terminal (51), wherein before the step (a), the meth-
od further comprises a step (a0) of judging whether
a voltage of the second signal output terminal (51)
is equal to a set voltage, wherein if the voltage of the
second signal output terminal (51) is equal to the set
voltage, the charging controller (35) judges that the
charging module (3) is connected with the power
supply device (2) and then the step (a) is performed,
wherein if the voltage of the second signal output
terminal (51) is not equal to the set voltage, the step
(a0) is repeatedly done.

17 18 



EP 3 334 003 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

14. The method according to claims 12 or 13, wherein
before the step (a), the method further comprises a
step (a1) of judging whether the charging system (1)
comprises a relay (36) between the charging module
(3) and the battery module (4), wherein if a judging
result of the step (a1) is satisfied, the step (a) is per-
formed after the relay (36) is closed, wherein if the
judging result of the step (a1) is not satisfied, the
step (a) is directly performed.

15. The method according to any one of claims 12 to 14,
wherein the charging module (3) further comprises
a first resistor (342) and a second switching module
(343), and the first resistor (342) and the second
switching module (343) are connected with each oth-
er in series and electrically connected between a
ground terminal (G) and the adjusting terminal (341),
wherein if a judging result of the step (d) indicates
that the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
is higher than or equal to the second threshold value,
the second switching module (343) is turned on un-
der control of the charging controller (35), so that the
peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341) is ad-
justed toward the second threshold value by the volt-
age regulator (34).

16. The method according to any one of claims 12 to 15,
wherein the power supply device (2) further compris-
es a first power transmission terminal (21), a second
power transmission terminal (22) and a first switch-
ing module (25), wherein the first power transmission
terminal (21) receives AC power, the second power
transmission terminal (22) is detachably connected
with the charging module (3), and the first switching
module (25) is electrically connected between the
first power transmission terminal (21) and the second
power transmission terminal (22), wherein if the
charging controller (35) judges that the charging sys-
tem (1) is in the normal working mode in the step (e),
the method further comprises steps of:

(f) performing a self-test process to judge wheth-
er the charging module (3) has faults, wherein
if a judging result of the self-test process indi-
cates that the charging module (3) do not have
faults, a step (g) is performed, wherein if the
judging result of the self-test process indicates
that the charging module (3) has faults, the
charging controller (35) judges that the charging
system (1) is abnormal and generates the noti-
fication signal;
(g) the charging controller (35) controlling the
voltage regulator (34) to adjust the peak voltage
of the adjusting terminal (341) toward a third
threshold value; and
(h) the power control unit (24) judging whether
the peak voltage of the adjusting terminal (341)
is equal to the third threshold value, wherein if

the voltage of the adjusting terminal (341) is
equal to the third threshold value, the first switch-
ing module (25) is turned on under control of the
charging controller (35), wherein if the voltage
of the adjusting terminal (341) is not equal to the
third threshold value, the charging controller
(35) judges that the charging system (1) is ab-
normal and generates the notification signal.
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