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(54) COOLING OF POWER ELECTRONICS CIRCUITRY WITH CRYOGENIC FUEL

(57) A cryogenic fuel power system 10 includes an
engine 20. The cryogenic fuel power system 10 includes
a cryogenic fuel supply 12 that supplies cryogenic fuel
to be used as fuel by the engine 20. The cryogenic fuel
power system 10 includes a cryogenic bus 15 configured
to provide the cryogenic fuel from the cryogenic fuel sup-
ply 12 to the engine 20. The cryogenic fuel power system

10 includes power electronics circuitry that converts pow-
er from the engine 20 into a form to be applied to one or
more loads. The power electronics circuitry is positioned
in thermal communication with the cryogenic bus 15 to
transfer heat from the power electronics circuitry to the
cryogenic fuel.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The subject matter disclosed herein relates to
power systems, and more particularly, to a multilevel in-
verter that converts power for cryogenic power systems.
[0002] Cryogenic power systems, as used herein, are
those that include a cryogenic fuel used by an engine to
produce power. For instance, cryogenic fuel may be
stored as a liquid and, to be used, may be provided to a
vaporizer that vaporizes the fuel to be used by the engine.
The engine may then combust the vaporized fuel to pro-
duce mechanical power that may then be converted to
electrical power. The electrical power may then be con-
verted to a form suitable for powering one or more loads
using power electronics circuitry.
[0003] Cryogenics may be used in a wide variety of
applications, such as automotive, locomotive, aero-
space, or stationary, among others. In some of these
applications, less weight and/or space occupied by the
cryogenic power system may result in increased power
density. However, some of the components, such as the
vaporizer and the power electronics circuitry, may in-
crease the size and/or weight of the cryogenic power
system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0004] In one aspect, a cryogenic fuel power system
includes an engine, a cryogenic fuel supply that supplies
cryogenic fuel to be used as fuel by the engine, a cryo-
genic bus that provides the cryogenic fuel from the cry-
ogenic fuel supply to the engine, and power electronics
circuitry that converts power from the engine into a form
to be applied to one or more loads, wherein the power
electronics circuitry is positioned in thermal communica-
tion with the cryogenic bus to transfer heat from the power
electronics circuitry to the cryogenic fuel.
[0005] In another aspect, a method includes flowing a
cryofuel from a cryofuel storage to an engine configured
to combust a gas generated from the cryofuel, between
the cryofuel storage and the engine, flowing the cryofuel
proximate to power electronics circuitry to reduce a tem-
perature at which the power electronics circuitry oper-
ates, and operating the cooled power electronics circuitry
to convert electrical power generated by the combustion
of the gas by the engine into a form to be applied to one
or more loads.
[0006] In another aspect, a power system includes a
vaporizer configured to receive cryofuel and to vaporize
the cryofuel into a gas, an engine configured to receive
the gas and to produce rotational energy to be converted
to electrical power, a cryofuel supply configured to pro-
vide cryofuel to the vaporizer, power electronics circuitry
configured to convert the electrical power into a form to
be applied to one or more loads, wherein the power elec-
tronics circuitry is configured to be positioned in thermal

communication with the cryofuel to transfer heat pro-
duced from operation of the power electronics circuitry
to the cryogenic fuel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] These and other features, aspects, and advan-
tages of the present invention will become better under-
stood when the following detailed description is read with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which like
characters represent like parts throughout the drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a cryogenic fuel (cryo-
fuel) power system having power electronics circuit-
ry cooled by the cryofuel prior to the cryofuel entering
a vaporizer, in accordance with aspects of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the power electronics
circuitry of FIG. 1 having a single unit of a multilevel
inverter, in accordance with aspects of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the single unit of a
multilevel inverter of FIG. 2, in accordance with as-
pects of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a set of units from FIG.
3 in a multilevel inverter, in accordance with aspects
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a graph of output voltages of each of the
units of FIG. 4 which form a summation waveform,
in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is another graph of output voltages of each
of the units of FIG. 4 which form another summation
waveform, in accordance with aspects of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of four units of FIG. 3 in a
multilevel inverter, in accordance with aspects of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of output voltages of three
multilevel inverters of FIG. 7 that provide three phase
power to one or more loads, in accordance with as-
pects of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] The subject matter disclosed herein relates to
power electronics circuitry for use in cryogenic power
systems that utilize cryogenic fuel to produce electrical
power. Cryogenic fuel (cryofuel), as used herein, refers
to fuel stored at temperatures at which the fuel is in a
liquid state (i.e., below its boiling point at a given pres-
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sure), such as liquefied natural gas (LNG) Hydrogen and
others. In conventional systems, the liquid cryofuel may
flow from a supply or storage to a vaporizer that heats
(or reduces the pressure of) the fuel to transform the fuel
from the liquid state into a gaseous state. The gaseous
fuel may then be provided to an engine, such as an in-
ternal combustion engine, which combusts the gas to
generate mechanical motion. The mechanical motion
may drive a generator to produce electric power. Power
electronics circuitry of the cryogenic power system may
convert the electric power into a form suitable to be ap-
plied to one or more loads. Further, the power electronics
circuitry may include hardware, such as a compressor,
heat exchanger, among others, to control the tempera-
ture of the power electronics circuitry.
[0009] The size and/or weight of the vaporizer may de-
pend on the amount of heat and/or expansion volume
that is used in the gasification process to convert the
cryofuel from a liquid to a gas. That is, the larger the
vaporizer, the more heat and/or expansion space the va-
porizer may provide to the cryofuel. As such, the vapor-
izer may take up an amount of space and weight suitable
to vaporize the cryofuel to a specified volume or flow rate
gaseous fuel. Similarly, the designed size of the power
electronics circuitry depends on the amount of power and
energy controlled from the power electronics circuitry. As
power density refers to the amount of power conditioned
per unit weight or volume, it is desirable to reduce the
amount of space occupied by the vaporizer as well as
reduce the amount of space occupied by the power elec-
tronics circuitry to improve the power density. Likewise
it is of interest to decrease the weights of these elements
to further improve the overall power density.
[0010] Embodiments of the present disclosure improve
the power density of the cryogenic power system by
transferring heat from the power electronics circuitry to
the cryofuel to increase the temperature of the cryofuel
while being transported to the vaporizer while simultane-
ously reducing the temperature of the power electronics.
That is, present embodiments may include a conduit from
the cryofuel supply to an enclosure of the power elec-
tronics circuitry to cool the power electronics circuitry and
to heat the cryofuel as it flows toward the vaporizer. Thus
the enclosure may include a conduit to provide the cry-
ofuel to the vaporizer (after cooling the power electronics)
at a temperature greater than would occur if the cryofuel
were instead directly routed to the vaporizer, without
cooling the power electronics. As such, the vaporizer may
be of a reduced size, or even eliminated, due to the heat-
ing of the cryofuel by the power electronics circuitry.
[0011] Further, the power electronics circuitry operat-
ed at cryogenic temperatures occupies much less vol-
ume (and weighs less) than power electronics circuitries
operated at high temperatures that process the same
quantity of power.
[0012] Further, the power electronics circuitry may in-
clude circuitry of a reduced size due to operating the pow-
er electronics circuitry at a temperature lower than would

occur if not cooled by the flow of cryofuel. For example,
the power electronics circuitry may be reduced in size by
not including a compressor or heat exchanger (or using
a smaller compressor or heat exchanger than would oth-
erwise be the case) due to the cooling provided by the
flow of cryofuel. As such, the power density of the cryo-
genic power system may be improved by reducing the
size of the vaporizer and/or the power electronics circuit-
ry.
[0013] Moreover, in some embodiments, the power
electronics circuitry may include circuitry that provides
electric power to the one or more loads without an output
filter to improve the efficiency of the cryogenic power sys-
tem as well as further reducing its size. That is, conven-
tional inverters may use passive filtering to provide power
to the one or more loads. However, the passive filter may
include an inductor large enough that the cryogenic tem-
perature can affects its magnetic field and the ones pro-
duced by other inductors embedded in the cryogenic
power system, thereby decreasing the efficiency of the
cryogenic power system. As such, the power electronics
circuitry of present embodiments may provide power out-
put with much reduced or even without the use of passive
filtering.
[0014] To provide power conversion without the use of
a passive filter, the power electronics circuitry may in-
clude at least two resonant phases that divide input power
over each of the resonant phases. The power electronics
circuitry may include a transformer for each of the phas-
es. For example, each of the resonant phases may be
coupled to primary windings of a respective transformer.
Secondary windings of each of the transformers may be
coupled to a respective controlled rectifier. By splitting
the power conversion over multiple phases, power
through each of the phases may be reduced, thereby
allowing for the use of components that are designed to
withstand less power on each phase. Each of the phases
may include circuitry to provide a portion of a total power
output based on a reference output. By dividing power
over multiple phases, the power electronics circuitry may
provide power at steps that do not include frequencies
of harmonics that were filtered by passive filters.
[0015] With the preceding introductory comments in
mind, FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a cryogenic fuel
(cryofuel) power system 10 that uses cooled fuel, such
as liquefied natural gas, stored at temperatures at which
the fuel is in a liquid state. The cryofuel power system 10
may include a cryofuel supply 12, such as a cryofuel tank
which may be insulated or actively cooled. The cryofuel
power supply 10 may further include a cryogenic bus 15
having a conduit 16 that provides liquid cryogenic fuel
from the cryofuel supply 12 to a vaporizer 14 to be gas-
ified. The vaporizer 14 may provide heat (and/or reduced
pressure in the form of expansion space) to the liquid
fuel to vaporize the fuel into a gas 18. An engine 20 may
receive the gas and combust the gas 18 to produce me-
chanical motion. The engine 20 may be any engine suit-
able for providing mechanical motion from vaporized cry-

3 4 



EP 3 346 111 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ofuel, such as an internal combustion engine, gas engine,
or the like. The mechanical motion may then be converted
to electrical power via a generator.
[0016] The cryofuel power system 10 may include pow-
er electronics circuitry 22 described below to convert the
electrical power to a form suitable for powering one or
more loads in various applications, such as powering a
power grid, a locomotive, a vehicle (e.g., a truck, a car,
a ship, or an airplane). The cryofuel power system 10
includes one or more connections 24 (e.g., power, con-
trol, communication, or logic connections) to provide the
power electronics circuitry 22 with power, control, com-
munication, logic, or any combination thereof. The cryo-
fuel power system 10 further includes one or more con-
nections 26 (e.g., power, control, communication, or logic
connections) to provide power to the one or more loads.
[0017] In some of these applications, it may be desir-
able to improve the power produced per unit mass of the
cryofuel system, referred to as the power density, without
reducing the efficiency of the system. During the power
conversion process, the power electronics circuitry 22
may produce an amount of heat due to electrical resist-
ances and/or impedances present in the system during
operation. The heat may reduce the efficiency of the pow-
er electronics circuitry 22 and increase the wear on the
circuitry. As such, some embodiments of the cryofuel
power system 10 may include additional hardware, such
as fans, heat exchangers, or the like, to reduce the heat
on the power electronics circuitry 22 or to otherwise main-
tain the thermal environment of the power electronics
circuitry 22 within certain specified operational bounds.
[0018] Moreover, the vaporizer 14 may be designed to
be of a size and/or power sufficient to provide an amount
of heat or volume sufficient to vaporize a working volume
or flow rate of the natural gas from a liquid state to a
gaseous state during operation. Thus, the volume and/or
mass of the vaporizer 14 may depend, at least in part,
on the temperature of the natural gas prior to entering
the vaporizer and the desired temperature of the natural
gas after heating. That is the differential between the inlet
temperature of the liquid fuel and the outlet temperature
of the vaporized fuel during operation will typically deter-
mine the operational parameters designed into the va-
porizer, such as volume (e.g., size) and/or heat generat-
ing capacity. As such, the cryofuel power system 10 typ-
ically includes a vaporizer 14 that is of a size and power
to provide heat to heat the natural gas from a temperature
of the supplied natural gas to a temperature suitable for
operations of the engine 20. However, both the additional
hardware to cool the power electronics circuitry and the
size and power of the vaporizer 14 reduce the power
density of the cryofuel power system 10.
[0019] In accordance with the present approach, the
heat generated by the operation of the power electronics
circuitry 22 is used to heat or pre-heat the fuel (e.g., liq-
uefied natural gas) prior to entering the vaporizer 14.
This, thereby reduces the differential between the entry
(i.e., inlet) and exit (i.e., outlet) temperature of the fuel

with respect to the vaporizer, and thus reduces the de-
gree to which the fuel is heated in the vaporizer to achieve
the desired expansion to a gas.
[0020] By way of example, the cryogenic bus 15 may
include an enclosure that includes a housing of the power
electronics 22. The enclosure 28 is coupled between the
conduit 16 and the vaporizer 14. The housing of the pow-
er electronics circuitry 22 may be positioned proximate
to the cryogenic bus 15 to transfer heat from the power
electronics circuitry to the cryogenic fuel when the fuel
flows to the vaporizer 14. In the illustrated embodiment,
the housing of the power electronics is positioned within
the enclosure such that heat may be transferred between
the housing and the cryofuel. That is, the enclosure 28
receives the liquid cryofuel from the conduit 16 at an inlet
30 and heat from operation of the power electronics cir-
cuitry 22 is transferred to (i.e., heats) the fuel to reduce
the operating temperature of the power electronics cir-
cuitry 22 while increasing the temperature of the cryofuel.
While housing the power electronics circuitry 22 within
the enclosure is used as an example, any suitable meth-
od of cooling the power electronics using the cryofuel
may be used. The natural gas may exit the enclosure 28
via the outlet 32 that couples the vaporizer 14 to the en-
closure 28. While the embodiment described above in-
cludes an enclosure to remove heat from the power elec-
tronics 22, in other embodiments, the power electronics
may be directly cooled by being submerged within the
cryofuel.
[0021] By reducing the temperature of the power elec-
tronics circuitry 22 using the cryofuel (i.e. liquefied natural
gas), hardware components that are otherwise used to
cool the power electronics circuitry 22 may be reduced
or eliminated. Further, by heating the cryofuel (i.e. lique-
fied natural gas) prior to entering the vaporizer 14 using
the heat from the power electronics circuitry 22, the cry-
ofuel power system 10 may eliminate or reduce the size
and/or power of the vaporizer 14 as compared to a va-
porizer 14 that is sized to provide all of the heat needed
to vaporize the fuel, i.e., heat without the added heat from
the power electronics circuitry 22. Additionally and/or al-
ternatively, the vaporizer 14 may use less energy due to
the heat from the power electronics circuitry 22 raising
the temperature of the fuel entering vaporizer 14 from
what it would otherwise be.
[0022] In the cryofuel power system 10, circuitry that
includes materials that create a magnetic field may have
increased losses due to the low temperature associated
with cryogenics. For example, conventional inverters
may include a passive filter to filter the output and to
reduce total harmonic distortion (THD). However, pas-
sive filters may include an inductor that creates a mag-
netic field which interacts with the cryofuel, increasing
losses of the power electronic circuitry 22 and, conse-
quently, of the power system 10. As such, the power elec-
tronics circuitry 22 described below may provide electri-
cal power to one or more loads with reduced or eliminated
magnetic materials. For instance, the power electronics
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circuitry 22 may operate without the use of a passive filter
(e.g., that filters the output of the inverter) while creating
minimal THD.
[0023] FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a unit block 38
of the power electronics circuitry 22. The power electron-
ics circuitry 22 may receive power via the connections
24. The power electronics circuitry 22 may include an
active filter 40 that filters the input power. The power elec-
tronics circuitry 22 may include an N-phase resonant cir-
cuit 42 that receives the power from the active filter 40
and divides the power into N-phases. The number of
phases may depend on the application, and N-phases
refers to any suitable number of phases. Each phase of
the N-phase resonant circuit 42 may be electrically cou-
pled to primary windings of a respective phase of the N-
phase transformer 44. The power electronics circuitry 22
may include an N-phase controlled rectifier 46 that pro-
vides the power output to the connections 26. Each phase
of the N-phase controlled rectifier 46 may be electrically
coupled to a respective secondary winding of the N-
phase transformer 44. The power electronics circuitry 22
may include a slave controller 48 that controls operation
of the N-phase resonant circuit 42 and/or the N-phase
controlled rectifier 46.
[0024] The slave controller 48 may be electrically cou-
pled to the power electronics circuitry 22 to receive and/or
provide signals to control various parts of the power elec-
tronics circuitry 22. For example, the slave controller 48
may include a sensor that receives a first signal indicating
the power output of the connections 26. Further, the slave
controller 48 may send signals to control operation of the
N-phase resonant circuit 42 and/or the N-phase control-
led rectifier 46. Further it may include an output current
sensor as well as an input voltage sensor. Furthermore,
the slave controller 48 may receive a reference signal
(voltage, current and/or power) from a master control.
[0025] FIG. 3 shows a circuit diagram of an embodi-
ment of the unit block 38 of the power electronics circuitry
22. The phases below may refer to the legs or set of
circuitry that may be included N number of times. While
two phases are described in detail with respect to FIG.
3, note that the illustrated embodiment includes any suit-
able number of phases dependent upon the application.
The N-phase resonant circuit 42 of the power electronics
circuitry 22 includes at least two phases, referred to here
as a first phase resonant circuit 50 and a second phase
resonant circuit 52. The first phase resonant circuit 50
includes a first switch 54 and a second switch 56, as well
as a capacitor 58 and an inductor 60. The second phase
resonant circuit 52 includes a first switch 62 and a second
switch 64, as well as a capacitor 66 and an inductor 68.
In some embodiments, the first phase resonant circuit 50
and/or the second phase resonant circuit 52 may include
a capacitor without an inductor, or an inductor without
the capacitor.
[0026] The first phase resonant circuit 50 maybe elec-
trically coupled to primary windings 70 of a first trans-
former. In certain embodiments, the transformer may in-

clude capacitance and/or inductance in place of a sepa-
rate capacitor and/or inductor. For example, the first
phase resonant circuit 50 may be electrically coupled to
the primary windings 70 without the inductor 60 and/or
the capacitor 58. The second phase resonant circuit 52
may be electrically coupled to primary windings 72 of a
second transformer.
[0027] In the illustrated embodiment, the primary wind-
ings 70 and 72 of each phase resonant circuit 50 and 52
may induce a voltage in secondary windings 78 and 80,
respectively. Further, the secondary windings 78 and 80
may be electrically coupled to a first phase controlled
rectifier 82 and a second phase controlled rectifier 84 of
the N-phase controlled rectifier 46. The first phase con-
trolled rectifier 82 may include a first switch 86 and a
second switch 88, and the second phase controlled rec-
tifier 84 may include a third switch 90 and a fourth switch
92. Additionally, the N-phase controlled rectifier 46 may
be coupled to a capacitor 94.
[0028] By coupling the first transformer between the
first phase resonant circuit 50 and the first phase con-
trolled rectifier 82, the transformer may galvanically iso-
late power of the first phase resonant circuit 50 from pow-
er of the first phase controlled rectifier 82. Similarly, by
coupling the second transformer between the second
phase resonant circuit 52 and the second phase control-
led rectifier 82, the second transformer may galvanically
isolate power of the second phase resonant circuit 52
from power of the second phase controlled rectifier 82.
As mentioned above, the transformers may include num-
bers of windings to step up or step down the voltages
provided by the transformers to the controlled rectifiers.
[0029] Each phase may have hardware similar or iden-
tical to hardware of the other phases. In the illustrated
embodiment, the capacitor 58 has a capacitance equal
to the capacitance of a capacitor 66, and the inductor 60
has an inductance equal to the inductance of an inductor
68. Further, each of the transformers may have a similar
or identical relationship of primary windings 70 and 72 to
secondary windings 78 and 80. Furthermore, switches
82 and 84 of each of the phases of the N-phase controlled
rectifier 46 may be similar or identical to respective
switches 86 and 88 of other phases of the N-phase con-
trolled rectifier 46.
[0030] In certain embodiments, the slave controller 48
may include various circuitry to perform the methods de-
scribed herein. As an example, the slave controller 48
may include a processor 96 or multiple processors, mem-
ory 98, and/or a field programmable gate array (FPGA)
and/or a complex programmable logic device (CPLD).
The slave controller 48 may include circuitry and/or in-
structions to control the each of the N-phases, as shown
by the first phase circuitry 100 and second phase circuitry
102. The slave controller 48 may operate as a master
over the first phase circuitry 100 and the second phase
circuitry 102. The processor may be operatively coupled
to the memory to execute instructions for carrying out the
presently disclosed techniques, such as controlling op-
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eration of the switches 54, 56, 62, 64, 86, 88, 90, and 92.
These instructions may be encoded in programs or code
stored in a tangible non-transitory computer-readable
medium, such as the memory and/or other storage. The
processor may be a general purpose processor, system-
on-chip (SoC) device, or application-specific integrated
circuit, or some other processor configuration.
[0031] Memory 98, in the embodiment, may include a
computer readable medium, such as, without limitation,
a hard disk drive, a solid state drive, a diskette, a flash
drive, a compact disc, a digital video disc, random access
memory (RAM), firmware, read only memory (ROM,
EPROM, flash memory, etc.) and/or any suitable storage
device that enables processor to store, retrieve, and/or
execute instructions (e.g., code) and/or data. Memory 98
may also include one or more local and/or remote storage
devices.
[0032] The slave controller 48 may receive control sig-
nal(s) from a master controller 123, described in detail
below. For example, the master controller 123 may re-
ceive a reference signal indicating a desired output, such
as a signal of a power grid. Further, the master controller
123 may receive a sensor signal from a sensor 106 (e.g.,
voltage and/or current sensor) indicating the power out-
put on the connections 26. Alternatively and/or addition-
ally, the slave controller 48 may receive signals from the
sensor 106. As described in detail below, the master con-
troller 123 may send signal(s) to the slave controller 48
to cause the slave controller 48 to control the switches
to output power based on the reference signal 104 and
the sensor signal(s). The input power may then be divided
into N-phases via an N-phase resonant circuit 42. By
dividing the power between each of the phases, the pow-
er electronics circuitry 22 may provide controlled power
while minimizing losses by operating at lower current per
phase as compared to inverters that do not include N-
phases. Moreover, by dividing the power into different
phases, the circuitry (e.g., switches, capacitors, induc-
tors, transformers, etc.) on each of the phases may be
rated to withstand reduced current and/or voltages as
compared to power electronics circuitry 22 that does not
divide the power into different phases. Further, by limiting
the output current of each phase, magnetic fields gener-
ated by current of the inverter may be limited, thereby
reducing losses of the power electronics circuitry 22 in
cryofuel power systems 10. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the output ripple frequency may be equal to 2N
times the switching frequency, where N is the number of
phases of the N-phase. As such, the output ripple may
be minimized based on the switching frequency per
phase and the number of phases. Further, a capacitor
107 may smooth the output of the inverter. Furthermore,
because of the high ripple frequency, a filter inductor is
much smaller or it could be removed completely com-
pared to a traditional approach. As described below,
more than one unit block 38 may be combined together
to form a multi-level inverter of the power electronics cir-
cuitry 22. The multi-level inverter 101 may be modular

such that each of the unit blocks 38 are self-contained
to enable changing of the multi-level inverter 101 depend-
ing on the application.
[0033] FIG. 4 shows a multi-level inverter 101 having
multiple unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111. Although
four unit blocks are shown in FIG. 4, this is simply meant
to be illustrative, and any suitable number of unit blocks
may be used. Each of the unit blocks may include the
power electronics circuitry 38 described above, such as
the input active filter 40, the N-phase resonant circuit 42,
the N-phase transformer 44, the N-phase controlled rec-
tifier 46, as well as the slave controller 48.
[0034] In the illustrated embodiment, unit block 103 is
connected in series via connection 113 to unit block 107.
Further, unit block 107 is connected in series, via con-
nection 115, to unit block 109, which is connected in se-
ries via connection 117 to unit block 111. That is, the four
unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111 are connected in se-
ries to one another to provide an output voltage 119 with
respect to ground.
[0035] The multi-level inverter 101 may include a mas-
ter controller configured to send signals to control the
slave controllers of each of the unit blocks. While wiring
is shown in FIG. 4, the master controller may communi-
cate using any suitable communication technique or pro-
tocol (e.g., wireless or wired). Further, the master con-
troller 127 may include a processor 125 and a memory
127. The processor 125 and the memory 127 may be
any suitable processor and memory (e.g., as described
with respect to the slave controller 48). The memory 127
may include instructions to be executed by the processor
125 to perform the techniques described herein.
[0036] The processor 125 may send control signals to
each of the slave controllers of the unit blocks 103, 107,
109, and 111 to cause the slave controllers to control the
switches of the respective unit block 103, 107, 109, and
111 according to control signals of the master controller.
The multi-level inverter 101 may provide power at a
number of voltage levels corresponding to the number
of unit blocks coupled in series. As will be described be-
low, the processor 125 may send control signals to each
of the slave controllers to control the switches of the re-
spective unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111 to generate
a summation waveform based on the control signals.
[0037] Each of the unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111
may be coupled to the direct current (DC) bus VDC. Fur-
ther, the output of each unit block 103, 107, 109, and 111
is galvanically isolated from the DC bus to float the output
of each of the unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111 to enable
series output connection of multiple modules. That is,
each of the unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111 may be
galvanically isolated so that the series connections 113,
115, and 117 form a summation voltage between the
voltage output 119 and ground 121 that combines each
voltage output of the unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111
(e.g., voltages across connections 26 of each unit block
103, 107, 109, and 111). Further, by coupling the unit
blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111 with the series connec-
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tions, each of the phases of the unit blocks may be cou-
pled in series with one another such that voltages of each
of the unit blocks.
[0038] FIG. 5 shows a graph 108 of output voltages,
shown on the ordinate 110, with respect to time, shown
on the abscissa 112, of the power output from the multi-
level inverter 101 of FIG. 4. The master controller 123,
through the controllers 48, may control each of the N-
phases of each of the unit blocks 103, 107, 109, and 111
to provide power output that may sum to form a sinusoidal
waveform 114. The power electronics circuitry 22 may
include four unit blocks, each having N-phase resonant
circuit, N transformers, and N controlled rectifiers. Each
of the sections 116, 118, 120, and 122 are shown to rep-
resent output voltages of each of the unit blocks 103,
107, 109, and 111. As mentioned above, the unit blocks
103, 107, 109, and 111 may be modular, or the N-phases
may be combined, depending on the circumstances.
[0039] The master controller may send signals to the
slave controllers to control operation of the switches of
each of the resonant circuits to provide a portion of alter-
nating current (AC) power from the DC bus Vdc. For ex-
ample, the slave controller 48 may control operation of
the resonant circuit to provide power, as shown in section
116. Due to the components of each of the resonant cir-
cuits (e.g., the inductor, the capacitor, etc.) or the trans-
former, or the controlled rectifier, each unit block 103,
107, 109, and 111 may provide a portion of the AC power
with minimal harmonics and/or minimal voltage ripple
without the use of passive filtering. For example, the first
unit block 103 may be used to provide a first portion of
AC power provided by the first resonant circuitry to in-
clude a reduced voltage ripple, a reduced ripple frequen-
cy, or both. Similarly, the second unit block 107 may in-
clude similar or identical components to similarly shape
the portion of AC power provided by the second unit block
107 to include a reduced voltage ripple, a reduced ripple
frequency, or both, as compared to an inverter without
the components of the resonant circuitry (e.g., the induc-
tor, the capacitor, etc.). Further, by dividing the current
through multiple phases, via the switches of the resonant
circuits, magnetic fields generated by the inverter may
be minimized to reduce impact of the inverter on the cry-
ogenic fuel power system. That is, the slave controller
may limit current through each of the resonant circuits to
reduce or eliminate decreases in efficiency due to mag-
netic fields at lower temperatures due to the cryogenic
fuel.
[0040] The master controller 123 may control each of
the slave controllers based on the reference signal 104
and the sensor signal. If the master controller 123 deter-
mines that the voltage of the reference sinusoidal wave-
form 114 is below a first threshold 124, then the master
controller may send signal(s) to the slave controller of
the first unit block 103 to control the first unit block 103
to provide a voltage based on the reference signal 104,
and to the other unit blocks 107, 109, and 111a reference
signal equal to 0. For example, the slave controller of the

first unit block 103 may control (e.g., send signal(s) to
open and/or close) switches of each of the phases of the
first unit block 103 to generate an output voltage between
time 0 and time t1, as shown by section 116, and the
slave controllers of every other unit will operate the
switches of the units to generate a zero-value output volt-
age. While the reference signal 104 is between the first
threshold 124 and a second threshold 126, the master
controller 123 may send signal(s) to the slave controller
of the first unit block 103 to keep a constant voltage equal
to the threshold value, and to the slave controller 48 of
the second unit block 107 to control (e.g., send a signal
to open) switches of the second unit block 107to generate
the output voltage between t1 and t2, shown by section
118. The unit blocks 109 and 111 will be controlled to
produce a zero-voltage output. Similarly, while the refer-
ence signal 104 is between the second threshold 126
and a third threshold 128, the master controller 123 may
send signal(s) to the slave controller 48 of the third unit
block 109 to control (e.g., send a signal to open) switches
of the third unit block 109 to generate the output voltage
between t2 and t3, as shown by section 120, and send
signal(s) to the slave controller of unit blocks 103 and
109 to produce a constant voltage equal to the threshold
value, and to the slave control of unit block 111 to produce
a zero voltage output. The master controller 123 may
then send signal(s) to the slave controller 48 of the fourth
unit block 111 to control switches of the fourth phase to
generate the output voltage between t3 and t4 while the
reference signal is above the third threshold 128, as
shown by section 122 and send signal(s) to the slave
controllers of unit blocks 103, 107 and 109 to produce a
constant output voltage equal to the threshold voltage.
The slave controller 48 may continue to control the
switches to decrease the voltages in steps in a similar
manner such that the summation of each of voltages from
each of the unit blocks forms the sinusoidal waveform
114. By increasing and/or decreasing the voltages at
steps using each of the unit blocks, the output from the
power electronics circuitry 22 does not have harmonics
at frequencies that were conventionally filtered by a pas-
sive filter. Further, the resonant circuits of each of the
phases may shape the portion of AC power provided by
each of the phases, as shown by sections 116, 118, 120,
and 122, to include a reduced voltage ripple, a reduced
ripple frequency, or both, as compared to an inverter with-
out the components of the resonant circuitry.
[0041] While a sinusoidal waveform was used as a ref-
erence signal, the system and methods described herein
may be used with any suitable waveform as a reference
signal. FIG. 6 shows a graph 130 of an example of a
triangle waveform. While a triangle waveform and a si-
nusoidal waveform are used here as examples, the pow-
er electronics circuitry 22 may be used to generate rec-
tangular, sawtooth, or any other suitable waveform, in-
cluding direct current (DC) and/or alternating current
(AC) waveforms. Similar to FIG. 5, the master controller
123 may send signal(s) to the slave controllers 48 of each
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of the unit blocks to control each of the phases of the
modular multilevel inverter 38 based on the reference
signal 104 and the sensor signal. That is, the master con-
troller 123 may compare the voltage of a reference trian-
gle waveform to various threshold to control provide pow-
er via each of the phases. Power from each of these
phases may be summed into a resultant signal.
[0042] FIG. 7 shows a block diagram of a set of unit
blocks of an inverter 136 that provides power output suit-
able to power one or more loads. Each of the unit blocks
may include a slave controller 48, an input active filter
40, an N-phase resonant circuit 42, an N-phase trans-
former 44, and an N-phase controlled rectifier 46. Fur-
ther, each of the unit blocks may be electrically coupled
in series, in parallel, or any combination thereof, to pro-
vide power at larger currents and/or voltages. That is, to
increase the amount of current and/or voltage provided
by the unit blocks of inverter, additional inverter units may
be added in series, in parallel or any combination thereof.
[0043] In the illustrated embodiment, the inverter 136
includes a first unit block 138 electrically coupled in par-
allel to a second unit block 140. The inverter 136 further
includes a third unit block 142 electrically coupled in par-
allel to a fourth unit block 144. The first unit block 138
and the second unit block 140 are electrically coupled in
series with the third unit block 142 and the fourth unit
block 144. That is, the inverter 136 includes a mix of two
couples of inverter units in series with each couple having
two units in parallel. Further, the unit blocks may be mod-
ular to couple in series or in parallel due to the galvanic
isolation of the transformers. By coupling unit blocks in
parallel, the inverter may provide an increased total cur-
rent to the load by dividing the current through each of
the phases of the unit blocks. By coupling additional unit
blocks in series, the inverter may provide power to the
one or more loads at additional voltage levels. While this
is shown as an example, a set of inverter units may be
coupled in series, parallel, or a mix of both.
[0044] FIG. 8 shows a block diagram of three phase
power system 146 that provides power using three in-
verters. For example, the first inverter 136, a second in-
verter 148, and a third inverter 150 units may provide a
first phase, a second phase, and a third phase of power,
respectively, to provide three phase power to a load.
[0045] Technical effects of the invention include im-
proving power density, such as in cryogenic power sys-
tems. By cooling power electronics using cryofuel, the
cryofuel is pre-heated prior to being heated by a vapor-
izer, thereby reducing power used by the vaporizer. Fur-
ther, by cooling the power electronics, the power elec-
tronics may operate without heat sinks and/or fans, there-
by reducing the size of the power electronics. The power
provided by the power electronics may operate using a
modular multilevel inverter. The multilevel inverter may
divide power through multiple modules. Further, each of
the modules may include multiple phases. A controller
of each of the modules may control switches of the phas-
es to form a summation waveform. By dividing the power

between multiple phases, the power electronics circuitry
may provide power without the use of a passive filter,
thereby reducing losses caused by magnetic material of
the passive filter. Further, by reducing magnetic materials
and dividing the current through multiple phases, the in-
verter may enable cryogenic power systems to operate
with a reduced size of a vaporizer as well as with reduced
electronics.
[0046] The word switch, used in this description in-
cludes technologies such as IGBTs MOSFETs with or
without the antiparallel diodes, as well as different kind
of material such as Silicon, Germanium, Silicon Carbide,
Gallium Nitride etc. The switch in the rectifier portion can
be unidirectional or bidirectional.
[0047] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the best mode, and also to
enable any person skilled in the art to practice the inven-
tion, including making and using any devices or systems
and performing any incorporated methods. The patent-
able scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled
in the art. Such other examples are intended to be within
the scope of the claims if they have structural elements
that do not differ from the literal language of the claims,
or if they include equivalent structural elements with in-
substantial differences from the literal languages of the
claims.
[0048] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following numbered
clauses:

1. A cryogenic fuel power system (10), comprising:

an engine (20);

a cryogenic fuel supply (12) configured to supply
cryogenic fuel to be used as fuel by the engine
(20);

a cryogenic bus (15) configured to provide the
cryogenic fuel from the cryogenic fuel supply
(12) to the engine (20); and

power electronics circuitry (22) configured to
convert power from the engine (20) into a form
to be applied to one or more loads, wherein the
power electronics circuitry (22) is positioned in
thermal communication with the cryogenic bus
(15) to transfer heat from the power electronics
circuitry (22) to the cryogenic fuel.

2. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of clause
1, wherein the cryogenic bus (15) comprises a con-
duit (16) and an enclosure (28) that houses the power
electronics circuitry (22), and wherein the cryogenic
fuel tank provides cryogenic fuel to the enclosure
(28) to place the power electronics circuitry (22) in
thermal communication with the cryogenic fuel.
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3. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the cryogenic fuel power sys-
tem (10) comprises a vaporizer (14) in a fluid flow
path between the cryogenic fuel supply (12) and the
engine (20), wherein the vaporizer (14) is sized
based at least in part on a temperature of the cryo-
genic fuel entering the vaporizer (14).

4. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the cryogenic power system
(10) comprises a plurality of unit blocks (38), wherein
the cryogenic fuel power system (10) is configured
to divide power to a plurality of phases of each of the
unit blocks of the plurality of unit blocks (38) to power
the one or more loads.

5. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein each phase of the plurality
of phases comprises:

a resonant circuit (42) that provides a portion of
AC power from a DC bus;

a transformer (44) that galvanically isolates the
portion of the AC power between the resonant
circuit and a controlled rectifier; and

the controlled rectifier (46) that operates in con-
junction with other controlled rectifiers (46) of
the plurality of phases to generate a portion of
a summation waveform of power to be applied
to the one or more loads.

7. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein each unit block (38) of the
plurality of unit blocks (38) comprises a controller
(48) configured to control operation the resonant cir-
cuit (42), the controlled rectifier (46), or both.

8. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the cryogenic power system
(10) comprises a multilevel inverter configured to
provide inverted power, without use of a passive fil-
ter, to the one or more loads.

9. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the power electronics circuit-
ry (22) is submerged directly in the cryogenic fuel.

10. A method, comprising:

flowing a cryofuel from a cryofuel storage (12)
to an engine (20) configured to combust a gas
generated from the cryofuel;

between the cryofuel storage (12) and the en-
gine (20), flowing the cryofuel proximate to pow-
er electronics circuitry (22) to reduce a temper-

ature at which the power electronics circuitry
(22) operates; and

operating the cooled power electronics circuitry
(22) to convert electrical power generated by the
combustion of the gas by the engine (20) into a
form to be applied to one or more loads.

11. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
the cryofuel is heated en route to the engine (20) by
act of cooling the power electronics circuitry (22).

12. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
the power electronics circuitry (22) converts direct
current (DC) electrical power into alternating current
(AC) electrical power to be applied to the one or more
loads.

13. A power system (10), comprising:

a vaporizer (14) configured to receive cryofuel
and to vaporize the cryofuel into a gas;

an engine (20) configured to receive the gas and
to produce rotational energy to be converted to
electrical power;

a cryofuel supply (12) configured to provide cry-
ofuel to the vaporizer (14);

power electronics circuitry (22) configured to
convert the electrical power into a form to be
applied to one or more loads, wherein the power
electronics circuitry (22) is configured to be po-
sitioned in thermal communication with the cry-
ofuel to transfer heat produced from operation
of the power electronics circuitry (22) to the cry-
ogenic fuel.

14. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics (22) are configured to
preheat the cryofuel prior to entering the vaporizer
(14).

15. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
comprising a conduit (16) between the vaporizer (14)
and the cryofuel supply (12) to transfer the cryofuel
from the cryofuel supply (12) to the vaporizer (14).

16. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics circuitry (22) is con-
figured to be submerged within the cryofuel along
the conduit (16).

17. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics circuitry (22) is
housed in a housing, the housing being in thermal
communication with the cryofuel.
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18. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics circuitry (22) is con-
figured to provide transformed power to the one or
more loads by dividing the power over a plurality of
phases to limit current through each phase of the
plurality of phases, thereby limiting magnetic fields
generated by the power electronics circuitry (22).

19. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics (22) is configured to
convert the electrical power to form a sinusoidal
waveform, a triangular waveform, a rectangular
waveform or a DC waveform.

20. The power system (10) of any preceding clause,
wherein the power electronics circuitry (22) compris-
es unit blocks that each provide a portion of a sum-
mation waveform to be applied to the one or more
loads.

Claims

1. A cryogenic fuel power system (10), comprising:

an engine (20);
a cryogenic fuel supply (12) configured to supply
cryogenic fuel to be used as fuel by the engine
(20);
a cryogenic bus (15) configured to provide the
cryogenic fuel from the cryogenic fuel supply
(12) to the engine (20); and
power electronics circuitry (22) configured to
convert power from the engine (20) into a form
to be applied to one or more loads, wherein the
power electronics circuitry (22) is positioned in
thermal communication with the cryogenic bus
(15) to transfer heat from the power electronics
circuitry (22) to the cryogenic fuel.

2. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of claim 1,
wherein the cryogenic bus (15) comprises a conduit
(16) and an enclosure (28) that houses the power
electronics circuitry (22), and wherein the cryogenic
fuel tank provides cryogenic fuel to the enclosure
(28) to place the power electronics circuitry (22) in
thermal communication with the cryogenic fuel.

3. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of either of
claim 1 or 2, wherein the cryogenic fuel power system
(10) comprises a vaporizer (14) in a fluid flow path
between the cryogenic fuel supply (12) and the en-
gine (20), wherein the vaporizer (14) is sized based
at least in part on a temperature of the cryogenic fuel
entering the vaporizer (14).

4. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the cryogenic power system

(10) comprises a plurality of unit blocks (38), wherein
the cryogenic fuel power system (10) is configured
to divide power to a plurality of phases of each of the
unit blocks of the plurality of unit blocks (38) to power
the one or more loads.

5. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of claim 4,
wherein each phase of the plurality of phases com-
prises:

a resonant circuit (42) that provides a portion of
AC power from a DC bus;
a transformer (44) that galvanically isolates the
portion of the AC power between the resonant
circuit and a controlled rectifier; and
the controlled rectifier (46) that operates in con-
junction with other controlled rectifiers (46) of
the plurality of phases to generate a portion of
a summation waveform of power to be applied
to the one or more loads.

7. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of claim 5,
wherein each unit block (38) of the plurality of unit
blocks (38) comprises a controller (48) configured to
control operation the resonant circuit (42), the con-
trolled rectifier (46), or both.

8. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the cryogenic power system
(10) comprises a multilevel inverter configured to
provide inverted power, without use of a passive fil-
ter, to the one or more loads.

9. The cryogenic fuel power system (10) of any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the power electronics circuitry
(22) is submerged directly in the cryogenic fuel.

10. A method, comprising:

flowing a cryofuel from a cryofuel storage (12)
to an engine (20) configured to combust a gas
generated from the cryofuel;
between the cryofuel storage (12) and the en-
gine (20), flowing the cryofuel proximate to pow-
er electronics circuitry (22) to reduce a temper-
ature at which the power electronics circuitry
(22) operates; and
operating the cooled power electronics circuitry
(22) to convert electrical power generated by the
combustion of the gas by the engine (20) into a
form to be applied to one or more loads.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the cryofuel is
heated en route to the engine (20) by act of cooling
the power electronics circuitry (22).

12. The method of either of claim 10 or 11, wherein
the power electronics circuitry (22) converts direct
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current (DC) electrical power into alternating current
(AC) electrical power to be applied to the one or more
loads.

13. A power system (10), comprising:

a vaporizer (14) configured to receive cryofuel
and to vaporize the cryofuel into a gas;
an engine (20) configured to receive the gas and
to produce rotational energy to be converted to
electrical power;
a cryofuel supply (12) configured to provide cry-
ofuel to the vaporizer (14);
power electronics circuitry (22) configured to
convert the electrical power into a form to be
applied to one or more loads, wherein the power
electronics circuitry (22) is configured to be po-
sitioned in thermal communication with the cry-
ofuel to transfer heat produced from operation
of the power electronics circuitry (22) to the cry-
ogenic fuel.

14. The power system (10) of claim 13, wherein the
power electronics (22) are configured to preheat the
cryofuel prior to entering the vaporizer (14).

15. The power system (10) of either of claim 13 or
14, comprising a conduit (16) between the vaporizer
(14) and the cryofuel supply (12) to transfer the cry-
ofuel from the cryofuel supply (12) to the vaporizer
(14).
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