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(54) A METHOD OF MANUFACTURING A SPECTACLE LENS PROVIDING AN ASTIGMATIC 
CORRECTION AND SPECTACLES INCLUDING SUCH SPECTACLE LENS

(57) A method of manufacturing a spectacle lens pro-
viding at least an astigmatic correction for a customer
comprises:
- measuring a direction of an axis of an astigmatism of
an eye for each of different directions of gaze of the eye;
- determining a position of the spectacle lens relative to
the customer’s eye; and
- computing a shape of a surface of the spectacle lens
based on the determined position of the spectacle lens
relative to the eye and the measured directions of the
axis of the astigmatism;
wherein the measuring of the direction of the axis of the
astigmatism of the eye is performed for more than 15
mutually different directions of gaze, wherein the calcu-
lating of the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens
includes a simulation of light rays traversing the eye and
the spectacle lens for a plurality of directions of gaze of
the eye, and wherein the direction of the astigmatism of
the eye for the plurality of directions of gaze is determined
by interpolation of the measured directions of the axis of
the astigmatism of the eye.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The invention relates to methods of manufacturing of spectacle lenses providing at least an astigmatic correction,
and to spectacles including such spectacle lenses.

Background

[0002] Spectacle lenses are usually manufactured according to a prescription of an ophthalmologist or an optician.
The ophthalmologist or optician, respectively, determines the ametropia of an eye of a customer and determines a
prescription of a spectacle lens for the eye such that, when a spectacle including the lens is worn by the customer, the
ametropia of the eye is compensated as far as possible. The prescription typically comprises values for a spherical effect
and, if necessary, values for the astigmatic effect of the spectacle lens, wherein the astigmatic effect is defined by a
cylindrical power and a direction of the axis of the astigmatism. The prescription may further comprise additional values,
such as a prismatic power, an addition, which defines a difference between spherical powers at a near reference point
and a distance reference point of a multifocal lens, or an interocular distance.
[0003] The prescription includes values of the astigmatic effect if the eye of the customer requires an astigmatic
correction. The spectacle lens is then manufactured such that it provides the astigmatic effect at at least one reference
point by providing a corresponding cylindrical power and direction of axis. A spectacle lens should compensate the
astigmatism of the eye not only at one reference point but, if possible, across the whole surface of the spectacle lens.
[0004] The most simple way of correcting an astigmatism is to provide a surface of a spectacle lens with a toric shape
such that the astigmatism of the eye is sufficiently corrected at least at a reference point or a region around this reference
point.
[0005] It has been found that such correction of an astigmatism does not provide completely satisfying results for
customers and, in particular, those customers requiring an astigmatic correction of more than 1 or 2 diopters.

Summary

[0006] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a method of manufacturing a spectacle lens
allowing for improved correction of an astigmatism.
[0007] According to embodiments of the invention, a method of manufacturing of a spectacle lens providing at least
an astigmatic correction comprises measuring a direction of an axis of an astigmatism of an eye for each of at least
three different directions of gaze of the eye; determining a position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye; and computing
a shape of a surface of the spectacle lens based on the determined position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye
and the at least three measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism.
[0008] The inventor has found that the human eye rotates within the eye socket in a specific way when the eye is not
in a same position as it was when the astigmatism was measured. When the eye rotates from a reference position
upwards and to the right or downwards and to the left, the direction of the axis of the astigmatism will also rotate, such
that the astigmatism will not be fully corrected by a pure toric lens surface in which the orientations of the principle
meridians do not change across the surface.
[0009] A solution can be achieved by designing the spectacle lens such that bundles of light rays which traverse the
spectacle lens for different directions of gaze experience axis directions of the astigmatic effect corresponding to those
axis directions of the astigmatism of the eye which are required at the different directions of gaze.
[0010] According to some embodiments herein, the measuring of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the
eye is performed for more than 15 and in particular for more than 30 or more than 60 different directions of gaze, wherein
the calculating of the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens includes a simulation of light rays traversing the eye
and the spectacle lens for a plurality of different directions of gaze of the eye, and wherein the direction of the astigmatism
of the eye for the plurality of different directions of gaze is determined by interpolation of the measured directions of the
axis. Herein, the position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye can be taken into consideration.
[0011] According to other embodiments herein, the method further comprises determining a primary orientation of the
eye based on the at least three measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism, wherein the shape of the surface of
the spectacle lens is calculated based on the determined position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye and by applying
Listing’s Law based on the determined primary orientation of the eye.
[0012] Listing’s Law states that all achieved eye orientations can be reached by starting from one specific "primary"
reference orientation and then rotating about an axis that lies within the plane orthogonal to the primary orientation’s
gaze direction (line of sight/visual axis). This plane is called Listing’s plane. This definition implies that, if we start from
any chosen eye orientation, all achieved eye orientations can be reached by starting from this orientation and then
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rotating about an axis that lies within a specific plane that is associated with this chosen orientation. As a consequence,
only for the primary reference orientation is the gaze direction orthogonal to its associated plane.
[0013] In the context of applying Listing’s Law, the inventor has further found that the primary orientation is not pre-
determined by an arbitrary orientation, such as achieved when viewing in the major visual direction which is mainly
assumed for visual purposes when viewing through a centration marking of a progressive lens. Moreover, it has been
found that the primary orientation according to Listing’s Law differs between customers. Therefore, it is advantageous
to determine the primary orientation according to Listing’s Law for each customer by performing measurements on the
customer. For this purpose, the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye is measured for at least three different
directions of gaze. The measured at least three different directions of the axis of the astigmatism allow to determine the
primary orientation of the eye by applying Listing’s Law. As soon as the primary orientation of the eye is known, the
direction of the axis of the astigmatism can be determined for all possible directions of gaze by applying Listing’s Law.
It is then possible to calculate the astigmatic powers of the spectacle lens for all possible directions of gaze such that
the astigmatism is sufficiently compensated for all directions of gaze. The bundles of light rays contributing to image
formation in the eye at a given direction of gaze traverse only a portion of the spectacle lens, and different portions of
the spectacle lens are traversed when viewing in different directions. Therefore, the different portions of the spectacle
lens may provide different astigmatic powers such that the astigmatism of the eye is compensated for different directions
of gaze. Different astigmatic powers can be provided by different portions of the spectacle lens, for example, by designing
one or both surfaces of the spectacle lens such that they deviate from the pure toric shape. Such surface are free-form
surface in that sense that their shapes do not have a simple symmetry, such as the symmetry of a spheric surface or of
a toric surface.
[0014] According to further embodiments, the calculating of the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens includes a
simulation of light rays traversing the eye and the spectacle lens for a plurality of different directions of gaze of the eye,
and wherein, in the simulation, directions of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye are calculated for the plurality of
directions of gaze by applying Listing’s Law based on the determined primary orientation.
[0015] According to exemplary embodiments herein, at least two of the at least three different directions of gaze differ
by more than 25° or by more than 35° in a vertical direction relative to the eye, and/or at least two of the at least three
different directions of gaze differ by more than 25° or by more than 35° in a horizontal direction relative to the eye. These
relatively large differences between the different directions of gaze at which the measurements are performed may result
in an increased numerical stability of the data processing in the subsequent analysis of the measurement data, resulting
in an improved accuracy of the final result.
[0016] According to further exemplary embodiments herein, at least one of the at least three directions of gaze is
achieved by a combination of a horizontal eye movement and a vertical eye movement of more than 610° relative to
the orientation of the eye in straight horizontal direction of gaze or the major visual direction. This can be achieved, for
example, when at least two of the at least three directions of gaze are situated in an azimuthal direction about a straight
direction of gaze outside of an angular range of 6 10° from a vertical direction and outside of an angular range of 6 10°
from a horizontal direction. This is the case, for example, if at least two of the three different directions of gaze have an
azimuthal angle outside of an angular range of 6 10° about the vertical direction and outside of an angular range of 6
10° about the horizontal direction. This corresponds to directions of gaze located within ranges from 10° to 80°, from
100° to 170°, from 190° to 260° or from 280° to 350° in the TaBo-Diagram, wherein the TaBo-Diagram is the semicircular
diagram of angles from 1° to 180°, starting from the left, as suggested in the year 1928 by the "Technischer Ausschuss
für Brillenoptik" and which is commonly used for lens prescriptions. Herein, the azimuthal angle is measured in the plane
which is orthogonal to the major visual direction or orthogonal to the direction of gaze when viewing in the straight
horizontal direction. By using such combination of horizontal and vertical eye movements between the different directions
of gaze at which measurements are performed, an improved numerical stability of the data processing in the subsequent
analysis of the measurement data can be achieved, such that an increased accuracy of the final result can be achieved.
[0017] According to further exemplary embodiments, the direction of gaze in the primary orientation is orthogonal to
a plane including the axes of rotation for rotational movement of the eye according to Listing’s Law. This plane is also
referred to as Listing’s Plane.
[0018] The calculating of the shape of one or both surfaces of the spectacle lens may comprise a simulation of light
rays traversing the spectacle lens and the eye at a plurality of different directions of gaze of the eye. Herein, the shape
of the one or of both surfaces of the spectacle lens can be calculated such that a distribution of resulting aberrations for
different directions of gaze corresponds to a desired distribution of aberrations.
[0019] Within such simulation, the refraction of the eye can be simulated for a plurality of different directions of gaze
such that the axis direction of the astigmatic correction is determined based on the directions of gaze according to
Listing’s Law. In particular, the refraction of the eye can be simulated for the plurality of directions of gaze such that the
cylindrical power of the astigmatic correction is constant for the plurality of directions of gaze and such that only the axis
direction of the astigmatism is varied according to Listing’s Law for the plurality of directions of gaze. Herein, a constant
value of the spherical correction can be used for the various directions of gaze, if a single vision lens is to be manufactured.
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[0020] When manufacturing a multi-vision lens providing an addition, different spherical powers can be provided for
different directions of gaze, and, in particular, for directions of gaze differing in the vertical direction. Moreover, different
astigmatic powers can be provided for different directions of gaze. In a multi-vision lens, astigmatic aberrations occur
due to the law of Minkwitz such that there is, for at least some directions of gaze, a difference between the astigmatic
effect of the spectacle lens required for correcting the deficiency of the eye and the astigmatic effect which can be
provided by the spectacle lens. Such astigmatic aberrations can be, to some extent, distributed within the field of view
of the wearer of the spectacle lens such that they disturb the viewing experience to only a minor extend. Eye lens
manufactures may develop distributions of astigmatic aberrations within the field of view which are optimized for specific
wearing conditions, such as reading, working at a computer screen or driving a vehicle. Within the simulation, the
refraction of the eye can be simulated for the plurality of different directions of gaze, and the shape of the spectacle lens
can be calculated such that the axis direction and astigmatic power achieved by the spectacle lens for the different
directions of gaze correspond to the predetermined distribution of astigmatic aberrations when Listing’s Law and the
desired astigmatic correction are taken into account.
[0021] According to exemplary embodiments, deviations from Listing’s Law can be taken into account, such as devi-
ations which occur upon convergence when viewing an object close to the eye. It has been found that the movements
of the eyes correspond very well with Listing’s Law if far distance objects are viewed, while deviations from Listing’s Law
may occur when close objects are viewed.
[0022] The determining of the position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye may be performed based on a geometry
of a spectacle frame selected by the customer.
[0023] The method of manufacturing of the spectacle lens may comprise machining of both surfaces of the spectacle
lens according to the determined shape, wherein the shapes of one or both surfaces are calculated according to the
methods illustrated above. The calculating of the shape of the surface may in particular include parameters such as an
interocular distance of the eyes of the customer and/or an orientation of the spectacle lens relative to the eye and/or a
distance of the spectacle lens from the eye. Moreover, further parameters, such as a required distance and orientation
between the front surface and the back surface of the lens based on a prismatic power according to a prescription can
be considered.
[0024] According to exemplary embodiments, the method is used in the manufacture of spectacle lenses providing
an astigmatic correction having a cylindrical power of more than 0.75 diopters, more than 1.00 diopters, more than 1.50
diopters or more than 2.00 diopters.
[0025] The invention further provides spectacles having a spectacle frame and two spectacle lenses mounted on the
spectacle frames, wherein the spectacle lenses are manufactured according to the methods illustrated above.
[0026] Further embodiments of the invention provide a computer readable medium or carrier storing information rep-
resenting a computer program configured to instruct an optical system to perform the methods illustrated above. The
computer readable medium or carrier may comprise any medium capable of storing and/or transporting information
representing a computer program. Accordingly, the computer readable medium may, for example, include a solid state
memory, a magnetic memory, an optical memory or other type of memory. Further, it may include modulated waves
and signals carrying information, such as, for example, waves and signals modulated at radio frequencies or higher or
lower frequencies and which are suited for transmission across a network, such as the internet.
[0027] Some of the steps of the methods may require user interaction. For example, the measuring of the axis direction
of the astigmatism for a particular direction of gaze may require the user to assume a particular direction of gaze upon
a request from the system, such that the system can measure the axis direction in the assumed direction of gaze and
output corresponding data. Moreover, an operator may be required to mount a lens blank on a manufacturing tool
comprised by the system such that the manufacturing tool may process the lens blank in order to manufacture the lens.
For this purpose, the manufacturing tool is controlled by control signals supplied by the system.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0028] The forgoing as well as other advantageous features of the disclosure will be more apparent from the following
detailed description of exemplary embodiments with reference to the accompanying drawings. It is noted that not all
possible embodiments necessarily exhibit each and every, or any, of the advantages identified herein.

Figure 1 shows a diagram for illustrating Listing’s Law;

Figure 2 is a schematic sectional view of an eye and a spectacle lens positioned in front of the eye; and

Figure 3 is a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of the method.
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Detailed Description of Exemplary Embodiments

[0029] In the exemplary embodiments described below, components that are alike in function and structure are des-
ignated as far as possible by alike reference numerals. Therefore, to understand the features of the individual components
of a specific embodiment, the descriptions of other embodiments and of the summary of the disclosure should be referred
to.
[0030] Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of an effect of Listing’s Law on the axis direction of an astigmatism for
different directions of gaze or viewing directions. For the purposes of this illustration it is assumed that the astigmatism
of the eye has an axis direction of 0° in the primary orientation according to Listing’s Law. The lines in Figure 1 are
graphs showing the axis direction in dependence of an azimuthal angle of the direction of gaze. For a right eye, an
azimuthal angle of 0° corresponds to viewing towards the nose, 90° corresponds to upward viewing, 180° corresponds
to viewing in a temporal direction, opposite to the nose. The lines differ with respect to a cone angle, i.e. an angle between
the direction of gaze in the primary orientation and the direction of gaze in which the axis orientation is measured. The
cone angles are 20°, 30° and 40°, respectively, for the three graphs shown in Figure 1. The ordinate represents the axis
direction of the astigmatism in degrees, and the abscissa represents the azimuthal angle in degrees, wherein the no-
menclature according to the TaBo-diagram is used in which 0° corresponds to viewing towards the nose for a right eye
and 90° corresponds to viewing in the upward direction. The axis directions of the eye are determined relative to a plane
orthogonal to the respective direction of gaze. Figure 1 in particular illustrates the increase of the deviation of the axis
direction of the eye with increasing cone angle.
[0031] For the application of Listing’s Law it is sufficient to assume that the eye rotates about a point-shaped center
of rotation within the eye. It is, however, also possible to assume that various points of rotations of the eye for various
possible rotations are distributed within an extended spherical region of the eye. A correct determination of the axis
direction of the astigmatism of the eye for each direction of gaze is required for an optimal correction of the astigmatism
of the eye using a spectacle lens. The axis direction for each direction of gaze can be determined using Listing’s Law
which should be applied correctly. Listing’s Law includes a primary orientation of the eye which is the basis for the
determination of all possible orientation assumed by the eye when viewing in the possible directions of gaze.
[0032] Single vision lenses for far side correction are often designed such that the optical axis of a lens having no
prismatic power traverses the point of rotation of the eye. The optical axis of such lens is an axis along which a light ray
propagates which is not refracted by the lens. The lens is mounted relative to the eye such that the optical axis of the
lens coincides with the major visual direction for viewing on distant objects, wherein the major visual direction is typically
5° to 10° below the horizontal direction of gaze. Single vision lenses having prismatic power are often mounted such
that a light ray originating from the rotational center of the eye and propagating in the major visible direction is orthogonal
to the front surface of the lens. If no other data are available, the primary orientation of the eye for applying Listing’s Law
can be set equal to this major visual direction such that it is assumed that the primary orientation of Listing’s Law is
oriented 5° to 10° below the horizontal direction.
[0033] Progressive power lenses are typically mounted on the spectacle frame such that a centration marking provided
on the front surface of the spectacle lens coincides with the horizontal straight direction of gaze. This direction is also
referred to as the straight ahead gaze direction of the eye. Since the primary orientation of the eye for the application
of Listing’s Law is assumed with a minimum tension of the eye muscles which is, at first, not dependent from an orientation
of the head, it cannot be generally assumed that the direction of gaze in the primary orientation corresponds to a direction
of gaze fixed in space. In particular, it is not necessary that the primary orientation of the eye is equal to the straight
ahead gaze direction assumed for progressive power lenses. If the straight ahead gaze direction of the eye where to
coincide with the primary orientation of the eye, the vertical direction would be parallel to Listing’s plane.
[0034] Figure 2 is a schematic illustration showing a section through an eye and a spectacle lens mounted in front of
the eye. In Figure 2, Z’ designates the center of rotation of the eye, ZK designates the centration marking on the front
surface of the lens, wherein the spectacle lens is positioned relative to the eye such that the straight ahead gaze direction
NB intersects the centration marking ZK. The eye shown in Figure 2 is in the primary orientation according to Listing’s
Law in which the primary direction LP according to Listing’s Law is oriented downwards relative to the straight ahead
gaze direction NB. Listing’s plane LE is oriented orthogonal to the direction LP.
[0035] The primary orientation according to Listing’s Law can be determined by measuring the astigmatic axis direction
for a plurality of orientations. The table below illustrates exemplary measurements obtained from a right eye of a customer:

horizontal viewing angle vertical viewing angle measured axis direction

1. measurement 0° 7° downwards 30°

2. measurement 10° leftwards 25° upwards 25°

3. measurement 30° rightwards 5° upwards 33°
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[0036] Vectors representing the viewing directions indicated in the above table can be defined based on the horizontal
and vertical viewing angles indicated in the table as follows: The vector corresponding to the straight ahead gaze direction
is first rotated by the indicated vertical viewing angle, and the resulting vector is then rotated by the horizontal viewing
angle indicated in the table. This corresponds to first making a vertical eye movement by the indicated viewing angle
and then making a horizontal eye movement by the indicated horizontal viewing angle. The axis direction of the astig-
matism of the eye was determined relative to the plane orthogonal to the respective direction of gaze, wherein an axis
direction of 0° corresponds to a horizontal direction in space of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye.
[0037] Starting from an orthogonal, right-handed coordinate system having its positive X-axis direction in the horizontal
temporal direction, its positive Y-axis direction in the upward vertical direction and the positive Z-axis direction opposite
to the straight ahead gaze direction, the assumed primary orientation of the eye will be defined by the new negative Z-
direction of a coordinate system resulting from a rotation of the initial coordinate system about the orthogonal Y-axis by
an horizontal angle φhor and subsequently a rotation about the X-axis of the resulting system by a vertical angle φver.
This resulting coordinate system is attached to the primary orientation of the eye.
[0038] The measured axis directions of the table can be transformed into this coordinate system. If one assumes an
axis direction Achl of the eye in the primary orientation of the eye, the axis directions AL1, AL2, AL3, and AL4 of the eye
in the transformed directions of gaze can be calculated using Listing’s Rule.
[0039] Starting from the primary orientation defined by the angles φhor and φver and assuming an axis direction Achl
in the primary orientation, an error F can be defined using the measured axis directions from the above table: 

[0040] A minimum of the error function F can be determined using an optimizing method by varying the parameters
φhor, φver and Achl. For this purpose, the commercially available software MATLAB can be used, for example.
[0041] Using such method, the data indicated in the above table results in a primary orientation of the eye at φhor =
5.3° to the right, φver = 9.0° downward and an axis orientation Achl = 30.1° for the coordinate system attached to the
primary orientation of the eye as defined above.
[0042] In the above example, measurements of the axis direction are performed at four different eye orientations. A
minimum number of necessary different eye orientations is three, more than three measurements can be taken, for
example, in order to improve the measurement accuracy or to provide some redundancy.
[0043] The direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye can be measured at any given direction of gaze using
a refraction measurement. Plural refraction measurements can be performed for the plural different directions of gaze.
It is also possible to measure the direction of the axis of the astigmatism at each of the plural different directions of gaze
by determining a topology of the cornea of the eye at each of the plural directions gaze. The topology or three dimensional
shape of the surface of the cornea can be determined using measurement tools, such as a keratometer, and the measured
topology can be transformed into a mathematical representation. A correspondence between the direction of the axis
of the astigmatism and the mathematical representation of the cornea can be determined for each of the plural directions
of gaze, since the shape of the cornea is generally not a spherical shape, which in particular holds for astigmatic eyes.
When the direction of the axis of the astigmatism is known for one particular orientation of the eye, the direction of the
astigmatism can be determined for other directions of gaze based on the measurements of the topology of the cornea
measured in the other directions of gaze.
[0044] Another method of determining the directions of the axis of the astigmatism for plural different directions of
gaze involves determining the direction of the axis for one particular direction of gaze, such as the straight ahead gaze
direction, by a measurement, such as a refraction measurement. Subsequently, images of the eye recorded by a camera
at different directions of gaze are analysed in order to identify positions and/or shapes of characteristic elements of the
eye. The characteristic elements may include, for example, blood vessels within the cornea or a pattern of the iris of the
eye. The orientation of the eye can be determined for the different directions of gaze by such image processing, accord-
ingly. A correspondence between the direction of the axis of the astigmatism and the characteristic elements of the eye
can be determined. By determining the orientation of the characteristic elements of the eye, the direction of the axis of
the astigmatism can be determined for each of the different directions of gaze using this correspondence.
[0045] As soon as the primary orientation according to Listing’s Rule is known for the eye, the plane according to
Listing’s Rule can be determined, wherein all axes of rotation of the eye which are necessary to rotate the eye from the

(continued)

horizontal viewing angle vertical viewing angle measured axis direction

4. measurement 25° leftwards 10° upwards 25°
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primary orientation to the orientation corresponding to a particular direction of gaze coincide with this plane. It is then
possible to predict the direction of the axis of the astigmatism for each possible direction of gaze and to calculate local
astigmatic powers of the spectacle lens required to compensate the astigmatism of the eye for all possible directions of
gaze. It is then possible to use an optimizing method for calculating the shape of one surface or the shapes of both
surfaces of the spectacle lens such that the spectacle lens fulfils the requirements of compensating the eye astigmatism
for all possible directions of gaze as far as possible. For this purpose, ray bundles traversing the eye and the spectacle
lens can be simulated using ray tracing software. For this purpose, it is advantageous to know the exact or expected
position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye. This expected position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye can be
determined when the customer has selected a desired spectacle frame, before the optimizing method is applied, wherein
the optician determines parameters characterizing the position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye. Such parameters
may include, for example, a distance of the spectacle frame or lens from the eye, the pantoscopic angle of the spectacle
frame at the straight ahead gaze direction, and the phase form angle.
[0046] Based on the directions of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye which can be correctly calculated for viewing
distant objects in different directions of gaze based on Listing’s Rule, it is further possible to take deviations from Listing’s
Rule into account which may occur by convergence movements of the eye when close objects are viewed. This can be
achieved by determining the visual point at which a line of gaze at a particular direction of gaze intersects the back
surface of the spectacle lens and a corresponding object distance for which the spectacle lens is designed for the given
direction of gaze. It is then possible to determine a change of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism and, if necessary,
a change of the cylindrical power resulting from the convergence movement based on such object distance and to add
such change of the direction of the axis to the direction of the axis as determined based on Listing’s rule.
[0047] The methods illustrated above are further illustrated with reference to the flowchart of Figure 3 below. A refraction
measurement is performed in a step 101. The refraction measurement is performed at the eye when viewing a distant
object. If desired the refraction measurement can also be performed on the eye when viewing a close object. The
refraction measurement is typically performed by an ophthalmologist or an optician. Prescription data are determined
based on the refraction measurement. The prescription data represent the optical effect of the spectacle lens required
for compensating the ametropea. These data 103 include at least the spherical power and the astigmatic effect, and
they may also include a prismatic power and the addition of a multi focal lens or the spherical and astigmatic effect for
viewing close objects.
[0048] The direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye is determined for plural different viewing directions in a
step 105. The directions of the axis of the astigmatism can be directly measured using refraction measurements, or they
can be indirectly determined based on measurements of a topology of the cornea or from measurements of positions
and/or shapes of characteristic elements of the eye. The primary orientation according to Listing’s rule is determined in
a step 106 based on the directions of the axis of the astigmatism for the different viewing directions and, if desired, based
on the direction of the axis of the astigmatism occurring at the refraction measurement in step 101. The direction of the
axis of the astigmatism in the primary orientation is then determined in step 107.
[0049] The customer selects a desired spectacle frame and lens material in a step 109. Centration data determining
the position of the future spectacle lens relative to the frame can be determined based on the selected spectacle frame.
Further, the required size of the spectacle lens, the interpupillary distance and the shape of the frame can be determined
in step 111. Further data representing usage conditions, such as the position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye
and relative to viewed objects, such as the vertex distance, the pantoscopic angle, the phase form angle, object distances
can be determined. Moreover, positions and extensions of far vision regions and near vision regions of a lens can be
determined for multi vision lenses.
[0050] The steps 101, 105 and 109 can be performed in any desirable order. However, the result of the refraction
measurement in step 101 may limit the selection of possible spectacle frames in step 109 based on a static consideration.
Therefore, in practice, step 109 will be performed after step 101. The data 103, 107 and 111 obtained in steps 101, 106
and 109 form the basis for the calculating of the shape of the spectacle lens and of optimizing of the shape of the optical
lens with respect to remaining aberrations and with respect to aesthetic considerations and weight and thickness re-
quirements in a step 113 in which the shape of the surfaces of the lens are calculated. The spectacle lens is manufactured
in a step 105 according to the shape determined in step 113. In a step 117, the lens is cut corresponding to the shape
of the spectacle frame and mounted on the frame in order to provide the spectacles including the frame and the lenses.
[0051] In a further embodiment, the measurement of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism is measured in step
105 for a greater number of viewing directions. This greater number is, in particular, greater than three and the different
viewing directions are selected such that the directions of the axis of the astigmatism used in the simulation of step 113
are determined by interpolation rather than by applying Listing’s rule. In such embodiment, it is not necessary to perform
steps 106 and 107 for determining the primary orientation of the eye according to Listing’s rule and the direction of the
axis in this primary orientation.
[0052] While the disclosure has been described with respect to certain exemplary embodiments thereof, it is evident
that many alternatives, modifications and variations will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the exemplary
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embodiments of the disclosure set forth herein are intended to be illustrative and not limiting in any way. Various changes
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure as defined in the following items:

1. A method of manufacturing a spectacle lens providing at least an astigmatic correction, wherein the method
comprises:

measuring a direction of an axis of an astigmatism of an eye for each of at least three different directions of
gaze of the eye;
determining a position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye; and
computing a shape of a surface of the spectacle lens based on the determined position of the spectacle lens
relative to the eye and the at least three measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism.

2. The method according to item 1, wherein the measuring of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye
is performed for one of more than 15, more than 30 and more than 60 different directions of gaze,
wherein the calculating of the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens includes a simulation of light rays traversing
the eye and the spectacle lens for a plurality of different directions of gaze of the eye, and
wherein the direction of the astigmatism of the eye for the plurality of different directions of gaze is determined by
interpolation of the measured directions of the axis.

3. The method according to item 1, further comprising determining a primary orientation of the eye based on the at
least three measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism, wherein the shape of the surface of the spectacle
lens is calculated based on the determined position of the spectacle lens relative to the eye and by applying Listing’s
Law based on the determined primary orientation of the eye.

4. The method according to item 3, wherein the calculating of the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens includes
a simulation of light rays traversing the eye and the spectacle lens for a plurality of different directions of gaze of
the eye, and wherein, in the simulation, directions of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye are calculated for the
plurality of directions of gaze by applying Listing’s Law based on the determined primary orientation.

5. The method according to item 3 or 4, wherein at least two of the at least three different directions of gaze differ
by more than 25° or by more than 35° in a vertical direction relative to the eye; and/or
wherein at least two of the at least three different directions of gaze differ by more than 25° or by more than 35° in
a horizontal direction relative to the eye; and/or
wherein at least two of the at least three directions of gaze are situated in an azimuthal direction about a straight
direction of gaze outside of an angular range of 6 10° from a vertical direction and outside of an angular range of
6 10° from a horizontal direction.

6. The method according to one of items 3 to 7, wherein the direction of gaze in the primary orientation is orthogonal
to a plane including the axes of rotation for rotational movement of the eye according to Listing’s Law; and/or wherein
deviations of orientations of the eye from Listing’s Law occurring due to a convergence of the eye when viewing on
a close object are considered.

7. The method according to one of items 1 to 6, wherein the computing of the shape of the surface of the spectacle
lens includes an optimization of a distribution of remaining aberrations for different directions of gaze.

8. The method according to one of items 1 to 7, wherein a refraction of the eye is simulated for the plurality of different
directions of gaze such that a cylindrical power of the astigmatic correction is constant for the different directions of
gaze.

9. The method according to one of items 1 to 8, wherein a refraction of the eye is simulated for the plurality of different
directions of gaze such that a spherical power of a spherical correction is constant for the different directions of gaze.

10. The method according to one of items 1 to 9, wherein a distance of an object from the eye is simulated for the
plurality of different directions of gaze such that the distance for downward directions of gaze is smaller than the
distance for horizontal directions of gaze or upward directions of gaze.

11. The method according to one of items 1 to 10, wherein the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens is calculated
such that the spectacle lens provides spherical powers which are smaller for upward directions of gaze than for
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downward directions of gaze.

12. The method according to one of items 1 to 11, wherein the determining of the position of the spectacle lens
relative to the eye is determined based on a geometry of a selected spectacle frame.

13. The method according to one of items 1 to 12, further comprising shaping the surface of the spectacle lens
according to the calculated shape of the surface.

14. Spectacles comprising a spectacle frame and two spectacle lenses mounted on the spectacle frame, wherein
the spectacle lenses are manufactured based on the method according to one of items 1 to 13.

15. A computer readable medium storing information representing a computer program configured to instruct an
optical system to perform the method according to one of items 1 to 13.

Claims

1. A method of manufacturing a spectacle lens providing at least an astigmatic correction for a customer, wherein the
method comprises:

measuring a direction of an axis of an astigmatism of an eye for each of different directions of gaze of the eye;
determining a position of the spectacle lens relative to the customer’s eye; and
computing a shape of a surface of the spectacle lens based on the determined position of the spectacle lens
relative to the eye and the measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism;
characterized in that the measuring of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye is performed for
more than 15 mutually different directions of gaze, wherein the calculating of the shape of the surface of the
spectacle lens includes a simulation of light rays traversing the eye and the spectacle lens for a plurality of
directions of gaze of the eye, and wherein the direction of the astigmatism of the eye for the plurality of directions
of gaze is determined by interpolation of the measured directions of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the measuring of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye
is performed for more than 30 different directions of gaze.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the measuring of the direction of the axis of the astigmatism of the eye
is performed for more than 60 different directions of gaze.

4. The method according to one of claims 1 to 3, wherein a refraction of the eye is simulated for the plurality of directions
of gaze such that a cylindrical power of the astigmatic correction is constant for these directions of gaze.

5. The method according to one of claims 1 to 4, wherein a refraction of the eye is simulated for the plurality of directions
of gaze such that a spherical power of a spherical correction is constant for these directions of gaze.

6. The method according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein a distance of an object from the eye is simulated for the
plurality of directions of gaze such that the distance for downward directions of gaze is smaller than the distance
for horizontal directions of gaze or upward directions of gaze.

7. The method according to one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the computing of the shape of the surface of the spectacle
lens includes an optimization of a distribution of remaining aberrations for different directions of gaze.

8. The method according to one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the shape of the surface of the spectacle lens is calculated
such that the spectacle lens provides spherical powers which are smaller for upward directions of gaze than for
downward directions of gaze.

9. The method according to one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the determining of the position of the spectacle lens relative
to the eye is made based on a geometry of a selected spectacle frame.

10. The method according to one of claims 1 to 9, wherein deviations which occur upon convergence when viewing an
object close to the eye are taken into account.
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11. The method according to one of claims 1 to 10, wherein when manufacturing a multi-vision lens providing an addition,
different spherical powers are provided for different directions of gaze, and in particular, directions of gaze differing
in the vertical direction.

12. The method according to one of claims 1 to 11, wherein the calculating of the shape of the surface includes parameters
selected from the group consisting of an interocular distance of the eyes of the customer, an orientation of the
spectacle lens relative to the eye, and a distance of the spectacle lens from the eye.

13. The method according to one of claims 1 to 12, further comprising shaping the surface of the spectacle lens according
to the calculated shape of the surface.

14. A method of manufacturing spectacles, wherein the spectacles comprise a spectacle frame and two spectacle lenses
mounted on the spectacle frame, wherein the spectacle lenses are manufactured according to claim 13.

15. A computer readable medium storing information representing a computer program configured to instruct an optical
system to perform the method according to one of claims 1 to 13.
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