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CONNECTION MANAGEMENT METHOD AND APPARATUS, AND COMPUTER STORAGE
MEDIUM
forwarding plane at least comprises: a first-type path being a connection path directly established, by means of
an access network, between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane, and a second-type path being a
connection path established, by means of the access network via a second forwarding plane, between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane.
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Disclosed are a connection management method and apparatus, and a computer storage medium. The
method comprises: detecting relevant information about
a terminal device; and based on the relevant information
about the terminal device, determining whether to adjust
the type of a connection path between the terminal device
and a first forwarding plane, wherein the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the first

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

1

EP 3 525 548 A1

Description
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] The present application claims benefit of Chinese Patent Application No. 201610889291.3, filed on
October 11, 2016, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.
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TECHNICAL FIELD
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[0002] The disclosure relates to a connection management technology in the field of communications, and particularly to a connection management method and device
and a computer storage medium.

15

BACKGROUND
[0003] In a mobile network architecture, network elements (or network functions) of a core network consists
of functions of two parts: a control plane and a user plane.
In a conventional network architecture, for example, a
3rd-Generation (3G)/4th-Generation (4G) network, a user-plane gateway is usually deployed in a centralized
manner in a core layer relatively far away from a user. In
a mobile network, for meeting low-delay and large-bandwidth scenarios, a user-plane function is submerged and
deployed on an edge of the network during optimization
of a 4G network architecture or design of a novel 5G
network architecture, so as to reduce a transmission delay and reduce transmission pressure of backhaul network.
[0004] In a conventional art, there are two existing solutions for implementing edge service shunting: a multisession (connection) solution and a single-session (or
connection) solution. However, the two connection solutions either require a terminal device to maintain excessive configuration information to main multiple session
connections or increase network processing complexity
and delay for access to data of a core-side Public Data
Network (PDN). As can be seen, a network architecture
for edge service shunting in the conventional art may not
be flexibly adjusted and reduction in configuration
processing of a terminal device side may not be ensured.
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SUMMARY
[0005] The disclosure is directed to a connection management method and device and a computer storage medium, so as to solve the foregoing problems in the conventional art.
[0006] In order to achieve the purpose, embodiments
of the disclosure provide a connection management
method, which may include the following operations.
[0007] Relevant information of a terminal device is detected.
[0008] Whether to adjust a type of a connection path
between the terminal device and a first forwarding plane
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is determined based on the relevant information of the
terminal device.
[0009] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may at least include:
a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal
device through an Access Network (AN); and a secondtype path which is a connection path established with the
first forwarding path by the terminal device through the
AN via a second forwarding plane.
[0010] Embodiments of the disclosure provide a connection management device, which may include an information acquisition unit and a path adjustment unit.
[0011] The information acquisition unit may detect relevant information of a terminal device.
[0012] The path adjustment unit may determine whether to adjust a type of a connection path between the terminal device and a first forwarding plane based on the
relevant information of the terminal device.
[0013] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may at least include:
a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal
device through an AN; and a second-type path which is
a connection path established with the first forwarding
path by the terminal device through the AN via a second
forwarding plane.
[0014] Embodiment of the disclosure provide a connection management device, which includes a communication interface and a processor.
[0015] The communication interface detects relevant
information of a terminal device.
[0016] The processor determines whether to adjust a
type of a connection path between the terminal device
and a first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device.
[0017] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may at least include:
a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal
device through an AN; and a second-type path which is
a connection path established with the first forwarding
path by the terminal device through the AN via a second
forwarding plane.
[0018] Embodiments of the disclosure provide a connection management device, which includes a processor
and a memory configured to store a computer program
capable of running on the processor.
[0019] Herein, the processor is configured to run the
computer program to execute the operations of the
abovementioned method.
[0020] Embodiments of the disclosure provide a computer storage medium, which may store a computer-executable instruction, the computer-executable instruction being executed to implement the operations of the
abovementioned method.
[0021] According to the connection management
method and device and computer storage medium dis-
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closed in embodiments of the disclosure, whether to adjust the type of the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane may be determined at least
based on an Access Network (AN) corresponding to a
location where the terminal device has moved to. Specifically, the type of the path may include the first-type
path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and
the second-type path for connection to the first forwarding
path through the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high efficiency of a network architecture may
be achieved, gateway processing is implemented with a
smallest number of hops in case of no local shunting,
and edge network data may be accessed only by configuring of the type of the path on a network side without
relatively more configuration changes made on a terminal
device side.
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FIG. 10 is a sixth flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
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FIG. 11 is a seventh flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.
FIG. 12 is a first structure diagram of a connection
management device according to an embodiment of
the disclosure.
FIG. 13 is a second structure diagram of a connection
management device according to an embodiment of
the disclosure.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
[0022]
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FIG. 1 is a first flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

First Embodiment
25

FIG. 2 is a first schematic diagram of a processing
scenario according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 3 is a second schematic diagram of a processing scenario according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 4a is a schematic diagram of a first-type path
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
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FIG. 4b is a schematic diagram of a second-type
path according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 5 is a second schematic diagram of a processing scenario according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 6 is a second flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.
FIG. 7 is a third flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

[0023] The disclosure will further be described below
in combination with the drawings and specific embodiments in detail.
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FIG. 8 is a fourth flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
55

FIG. 9 is a fifth flowchart of a connection management method according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
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[0024] The embodiment of the disclosure provides a
connection management method, which is applied to a
connection management device and includes the following operations. Relevant information of a terminal device
is detected.
[0025] Whether to adjust a type of a connection path
between the terminal device and a first forwarding plane
is determined based on the relevant information of the
terminal device.
[0026] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may at least include:
a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal
device through an Access Network (AN); and a secondtype path which is a connection path established with the
first forwarding path by the terminal device through the
AN via a second forwarding plane.
[0027] Herein, the relevant information of the terminal
device includes at least one of a location of the terminal
device or a present type of service of the terminal device.
[0028] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 1, the method includes the following operations 101 to 102.
[0029] In 101, a location of a terminal device is detected, and/or, a present type of service of the terminal device
is detected.
[0030] In 102, whether to adjust a type of a connection
path between the terminal device and a first forwarding
plane is determined based on at least one of the location
of the terminal device or the present type of service of
the terminal device.
[0031] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may at least include:
a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal
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device through an AN; and a second-type path which is
a connection path established with the first forwarding
path by the terminal device through the AN via a second
forwarding plane.
[0032] Herein, the connection management device is
mainly arranged in a core network and may specifically
be implemented in a manner that a module is arranged
in a certain device in the core network and, for example,
may be arranged in a Mobility Management Entity (MME)
in the core network. The first forwarding plane is a core
user plane and a second forwarding plane is an edge
user plane.
[0033] Furthermore, the location of the terminal device
is detected, and/or, the present type of service of the
terminal device is detected. That is, acquisition of the
location of the terminal device may be acquisition of a
location where the terminal device has presently moved
to, i.e., a present location of the terminal device. A specific
manner may include the following operations: a target
access device presently to be accessed by the terminal
device is detected, and identification information of the
target access device (for example, an Identity (ID) of the
access device) is acquired; an area corresponding to the
access device is determined based on the identification
information of the target access device (for example, a
core network side may determine an area code corresponding to the access device through the identification
information of the access device); and the present location of the terminal device is determined based on the
area corresponding to the access device.
[0034] Herein, the access device may be a device,
which may be a base station or may also be an Access
Point (AP) and the like, configured to provide a direct
access manner for the terminal device.
[0035] Specifically, there are two triggering conditions
in the solution. The first triggering condition refers to determining whether the terminal device is located in an AN
capable of implementing local service shunting based on
a change of the location of the terminal device, thereby
determining whether to adjust the type of the path of the
terminal device. In addition, the second triggering condition refers to determining whether to adjust the type of
the path of the terminal device in combination with whether the terminal device has a local service shunting or
service transmission path optimization requirement.
[0036] The embodiment is mainly for the first triggering
condition. User Equipment (UE) only establishes a session connection oriented to a Core Gateway (CGW) as
a default during session connection. When the UE moves
into coverage of a gateway capable of supporting local
shunting, a control plane initiates establishment of a new
tunnel, thereby adding the Edge Gateway (EGW) into an
existing session, that is, the first-type path is handed over
to the second-type path. When the UE moves out of the
coverage of the EGW (the AN does not include the EGW),
the control plane may trigger a new tunnel establishment
mechanism to delete the EGW from the session path,
establish the second-type path and delete the first-type
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path.
[0037] A first scenario: before the operation that the
location of the terminal device is acquired, the method
further includes the following operation.
[0038] The terminal device establishes the first-type
path with the first forwarding plane through a first access
device, the first access device being different from the
target access device required to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location and coverage corresponding to the first access device not including the
second forwarding plane or being unsuitable for access
to the second forwarding plane.
[0039] Correspondingly, the operation that whether to
adjust the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined
at least based on the AN corresponding to the location
of the terminal device includes the following operation.
[0040] When a location where the terminal device is
currently located enables the second forwarding plane
(i.e., an edge-side user plane) to be accessed or a second
forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to be
accessed, the path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane is determined to be adjusted from
the first-type path to the second-type path. That is, the
core network side may determine, according to the
present location (for example, the area code) of the terminal device, whether there is an edge-side user plane
(second forwarding plane) capable of optimizing a local
service access path at the location.
[0041] A processing scenario of the embodiment may
refer to FIG. 2. The terminal device, for example, the UE,
moves between an AN 1 and an AN 2, the AN 1 corresponding to the first access device and the AN 2 being
correspondingly an AN corresponding to the target access device required to be accessed by the UE. Correspondingly, when the UE is located in the AN 1, the connection management device determines that the UE
presently adopts the first-type path, that is, as shown in
the figure, the first forwarding plane (for example, a CGW
in the figure) is accessed through the AN 1, and a core
network (which may specifically be a core PDN) finally
performs data processing. In addition, when the UE
moves to the AN 2, i.e., the network where the target
access device required to be accessed is located, the
network side, which may specifically be the connection
management device, hands over the type of the path
between the UE and the core network to the second-type
path, i.e., a connection established with the CGW through
the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW),
part of a service required to be locally shunted may be
shunted into an edge PDN through the second-type path,
and the other part of the service required to be processed
by the core PDN is transmitted to the core PDN through
the CGW for processing.
[0042] The first access device is different from the target access device required to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location. Specifically, referring
to FIG. 3, a first location 31 of the terminal device may
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be a location within the coverage of the AN 1, i.e., the
first access device, the terminal device moves to the
present location 32 (it is to be understood that the terminal
device, after moving, may still be located in the AN 1 and
may also be located in the AN 2, and descriptions are
made in the embodiment mainly for a scenario that the
AN changes, i.e., the scenario shown in FIG. 3), and the
location 32 is in the AN 2, i.e., the network where the
target access device required to be accessed by the terminal device. Furthermore, the AN 1 does not include or
is unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane
(for example, the EGW in the figure), that is, the AN 1
may not provide local service shunting. The AN 2 includes
the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW in
the figure) capable of optimizing the local service access
path, that is, the AN 2 may provide local service shunting.
Then, the type of the connection established by the terminal device and the core network may be adjusted
based on different ANs where the terminal device is located.
[0043] It is to be understood that, in the scenario, when
the terminal device initially accesses the network, the
connection management device may determine a type
of a path initially established by the terminal device based
on whether the AN where the terminal device is located
includes the second forwarding plane (for example, the
edge-side user plane or the EGW). When the AN does
not include or is unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane, the terminal device establishes the firsttype path when initially accessing the network and, as
shown in FIG. 4a, directly establishes a connection with
the CGW. When the AN includes the EGW, the terminal
device establishes the second-type path shown in FIG.
4b when initially accessing the network, and establishes
the connection with the CGW through the EGW. Specifically, the local network is accessed through the EGW
for service shunting, and part of the service is routed to
the CGW for data processing through the core network,
for example, a data network.
[0044] After the terminal device, for example, the UE,
moves to a new location, the control plane (i.e., the connection management device) acquires a present location
of the AN and determines whether the second forwarding
plane presently exists. If the second forwarding plane
exists, the control plane acquires information of the second forwarding plane (for example, an Internet Protocol
(IP) address thereof) through an ID of the present AN
(for example, an ID of an access base station or information of a location area, for example, a Tracking Area
(TA)).
[0045] If it is determined that the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is required to
be adjusted from the first-type path to the second-type
path, the corresponding second forwarding plane is selected for the terminal device, the identification information of the second forwarding plane is sent to the first
forwarding plane as information of a downlink tunnel of
the first forwarding plane and the identification informa-
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tion of the second forwarding plane is sent to the AN side
as information of an uplink tunnel of an access side, so
as to establish the second-type path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane through the access device (the AN corresponding to the target access
device required to be accessed at the present location)
via the second forwarding plane.
[0046] That is, after the first-type path is determined to
be adjusted to the second-type path, it is also necessary
to notify the terminal device to adjust the type of the path
and notify the second forwarding plane to be accessed
by the terminal device.
[0047] Specifically, if the terminal device moves in a
connected state, the second forwarding plane, for example, the EGW, may be determined as opposite ends of
tunnels of the base station and the CGW in a handover
message, which may include the following operations.
[0048] An IP address and tunnel ID of a downlink tunnel
of the EGW are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of an uplink tunnel of the EGW are notified to the
AN as an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0049] If the terminal device moves from a non-Mobile
Edge Computing (MEC) area to an MEC area in an idle
mode and when the UE actively initiates a service or the
UE is triggered to initiate session establishment after network paging responsive to arrival of downlink data, the
network determines whether to update the connection
according to the present location. If the connection is
required to be updated, the control plane does not establish a new tunnel between the CGW and the AN but
establishes a tunnel among the AN, the EGW and the
CGW.
[0050] A second scenario: a difference from the first
scenario is that adjustment of the first-type path to the
second-type path is introduced in the first scenario and
adjustment of the second-type path to the first-type path
is described in the scenario.
[0051] The terminal device establishes the secondtype path with the first forwarding plane through a second
access device, the second access device being different
from the target access device required to be accessed
by the terminal device at the present location and there
being the second forwarding plane or the second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access
at a present location of the second access device.
[0052] When there is no second forwarding plane or
no second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the terminal device is
currently located, the path between the terminal device
and the first forwarding plane is determined to be adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0053] The second access device is different from the
target access device required to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location. Specifically, referring to FIG. 5, a first location 51 of the terminal device
may be a location within the AN 1 of the second access
device, the terminal device moves to the present location
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52 (it is to be understood that the terminal device, after
moving, may still be located in the AN 1 and may also be
located in the AN 2, and descriptions are made in the
embodiment mainly for the scenario that the AN changes,
i.e., the scenario shown in the figure), and the location
52 is in the AN 2, and the AN 2 corresponds to the target
access device required to be accessed by the terminal
device. Furthermore, the AN 1 includes the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW in the figure), that
is, the AN 1 may provide local service shunting. The AN
2 does not include or is unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW in the figure), that is, the AN 2 may not provide local service shunting. Then, the second-type path of the terminal device is
required to be adjusted to the first-type path based on
different ANs where the terminal device is located.
[0054] If it is determined that the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is required to
be adjust from the second-type path to the first-type path,
the identification information corresponding to the AN is
notified to the first forwarding plane and the identification
information of the first forwarding plane is notified to the
AN, so as to establish the first-type path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane.
[0055] After the terminal device moves to a new location, if the control plane determines through the present
location of the AN that the second forwarding plane is
not required any more in a present session, information
of the middle EGW is not included in connection updating,
and a data channel of the user plane changes into a direct
connection of the AN and the CGW.
[0056] Specifically, in the connected state, the AN and
the CGW are directly determined as mutual tunnel opposite ends in a handover message from the MEC area
to the non-MEC area: a corresponding tunnel ID and IP
of the AN are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of the tunnel of the CGW are notified to the AN as
an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0057] If the UE moves to the non-MEC area in the idle
state, the network performs location updating to further
release a user-plane tunnel between the EGW and the
CGW, and a new tunnel is a direct one-hop tunnel of the
AN and the CGW next time when the UE turns from idle
to active.
[0058] A third scenario: a difference from the second
scenario is that a judgment manner for handover back
to the first-type path is provided in the scenario: when
the terminal device is at a location where no connection
is established with the original forwarding plane, the path
is handed over back to the first-type path.
[0059] Before the operation that the present position
of the terminal device is acquired, the method further
includes the following operation.
[0060] The terminal device establishes the secondtype path with the first forwarding plane through the second access device via the second forwarding plane, the
second access device being different from the target ac-
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cess device required to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location.
[0061] Correspondingly, the operation that whether to
adjust the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined
based on at least one of the present location of the terminal device or the present type of service of the terminal
device includes the following operation.
[0062] When a location where the terminal device is
currently located does not enable the second forwarding
plane to be accessed, the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined to be
adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0063] Whether the second forwarding plane is enabled to be accessed may be determined based on a physical location, stored on the core network side, corresponding to each second forwarding plane. When the
coverage corresponding to the present location of the
terminal device, for example, the area code, does not
include the second forwarding plane, it may be determined that the second-type path may not be kept any
more at present and then may be adjusted to the firsttype path.
[0064] Furthermore, the target access device required
to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location may be determined in a manner that, in a handover
process of the terminal device, a handover request which
may be sent to the network side by the terminal device
for handing over to multiple access devices which may
be accessed is acquired through a handover flow and
the target access device may finally be selected for the
terminal device, i.e., the target access device required
to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location in the embodiment.
[0065] Examples of adjusting the type of the path
based on the location of the terminal device and the AN
in the embodiment will be described below in combination
with the drawings respectively.
First example
[0066] When UE moves and a second forwarding
plane (for example, an EGW in the figure) is dynamically
added, a flow, as shown in FIG. 6, includes the following
operations 1 to 6.
[0067] In 1, the UE has established a data transmission
channel leading to a core PDN through an original AN
node 1 and a CGW. That is, a first-type path has been
established.
[0068] In 2, when the UE moves into coverage of an
AN node 2, the AN node 2 initiates a handover request
to a control plane. The handover request includes location information of the AN node 2. In the embodiment,
the AN node 2 is a target access device required to be
accessed.
[0069] In 3, the control plane (specifically for example,
a connection management device) determines whether
an EGW is deployed in this area through the location
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information of the AN node 2. If the EGW is deployed, a
proper EGW is selected according to the location information and strategies of load balancing and the like to
implement local shunting. The control plane sends a tunnel updating request (which may be, for example, a path
updating request) to the CGW and determines an IP address and tunnel ID of the EGW as an endpoint of a downlink tunnel of the CGW.
[0070] In 4, the control plane sends the tunnel updating
request to the AN node 2 (i.e., the target access device
required to be accessed by the UE) and determines the
IP address and tunnel ID of the EGW as an endpoint of
an uplink tunnel of the AN node 2.
[0071] In 5, the control plane sends the tunnel updating
request to the EGW, determines an IP address and tunnel
ID of the CGW as an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the
EGW and determines an IP address and tunnel ID of the
AN node 2 as an endpoint of a downlink tunnel of the
EGW, so as to establish a second-type path.
[0072] In 6, the control plane sends a path handover
reply to the AN node 2 to confirm completion of a handover process.
[0073] The above flow of the embodiment may be correspondingly extended to a terminal attachment flow. The
above AN node may be extended to a third-party access
base station (for example, the EGW is selected based
on a third-party Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN)).

5

request to the EGW and releases a related tunnel resource of the EGW, namely implementing handover from
the second-type path to a first-type path.
[0080] In 6, the control plane sends a path handover
reply to the AN node 2 to confirm completion of a handover process.
Third example
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Second example
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[0074] When UE moves and a second forwarding
plane (for example, an EGW in the figure) is dynamically
deleted, a flow, as shown in FIG. 7, includes the following
operations 1 to 6.
[0075] In 1, the UE has established a tandem transmission channel shown in the figure. Locally shunted data arrives at an edge network through an AN node 1 and
an EGW. Other data arrives at a core PDN through the
AN node 1, the EGW and a CGW. That is, a second-type
path has been established.
[0076] In 2, when the UE moves into coverage of an
AN node 2, the AN node 2 initiates a handover request
to a control plane. The handover request includes location information of the AN node 2.
[0077] In 3, the control plane (specifically for example,
a connection management device) determines whether
an EGW is deployed in this area through the location
information of the AN node 2. If no EGW is deployed,
corresponding tunnel link adjustment is performed. The
control plane sends a tunnel updating request to the
CGW and determines an IP address and tunnel ID of the
AN node 2 as an endpoint of a downlink tunnel of the
CGW.
[0078] In 4, the control plane sends the tunnel updating
request to the AN node 2 and determines an IP address
and tunnel ID of the CGW as an endpoint of an uplink
tunnel of the AN node 2.
[0079] In 5, the control plane sends the tunnel updating
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[0081] When UE moves in an idle state and enters a
coverage area of an EGW. In such case, if the UE changes from the idle state to an active state, an EGW addition
flow, as shown in FIG. 8, includes the following operations
1 to 5.
[0082] In 1, a control plane sends a tunnel establishment or updating request to a CGW and determines an
IP address and tunnel ID of the EGW as an endpoint of
a downlink tunnel of the CGW.
[0083] In 2, the control plane sends the tunnel establishment request to an AN node and determines the IP
address and tunnel ID of the EGW as an endpoint of an
uplink tunnel of the AN node.
[0084] In 3 and 4, the control plane sends the tunnel
establishment request to the EGW, determines an IP address and tunnel ID of the CGW as an endpoint of an
uplink tunnel and determines an IP address and tunnel
ID of the AN node as an endpoint of a downlink tunnel,
namely implementing handover from a first-type path to
a second-type path.
[0085] In 5, the control plane sends a path handover
completion reply to the AN node 2 to confirm completion
of a handover process.
[0086] A fourth example: when UE moves in an idle
state and moves out of a coverage area of an EGW, an
EGW deletion flow, as shown in FIG. 9, includes the following operations 1 to 3.
[0087] In 1, the UE initiates a location updating request
after moving to change a location tracking area.
[0088] In 2, after a control plane determines movement
out of an MEC area according to a location updating message and a new location area, the control plane sends a
tunnel deletion request to the EGW to release a related
tunnel resource.
[0089] In 3, the control plane sends the tunnel deletion
request to a CGW to release a related tunnel resource,
that is, a second-type path is replaced with a first-type
path.
Fifth example
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[0090] Two pieces of relevant information, i.e., a location and a type of service, of a terminal device are considered for judgment.
[0091] For example, whether to trigger path handover
may be comprehensively determined by considering
whether an AN corresponding to a present location of
the terminal device includes a second forwarding plane
as well as the type of service of the terminal device. Spe-
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cific descriptions will be made below.
[0092] When the type of service corresponding to the
terminal device is switched from a first type of service to
a second type of service and the AN at the present location of the terminal device includes coverage of the second forwarding plane, it may be determined that a connection path between the terminal device and the first
forwarding plane is adjusted from a first-type path to a
second-type path.
[0093] Thus it can be seen that, with adoption of the
solution, whether to adjust the type of the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may be
determined at least based on an AN corresponding to
the location of the terminal device. Specifically, the type
of the path may include the first-type path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and the second-type
path for connection to the first forwarding path through
the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high
efficiency of a network architecture may be achieved,
gateway processing is implemented with a smallest
number of hops in case of no local shunting, and edge
network data may be accessed only by configuring of the
type of the path on a network side without relatively more
configuration changes made on a terminal device side.
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Second Embodiment
[0094] A difference from the first embodiment is that
descriptions are made in the embodiment mainly for a
second triggering condition. Whether to adjust a type of
a connection path between a terminal device and a first
forwarding plane is determined at least based on an AN
corresponding to a location of the terminal device. In a
scenario provided in the embodiment, whether to trigger
path handover may be determined only based on a type
of service of the terminal device and whether coverage
of the AN includes a second forwarding plane is not a
key factor to be considered. If the AN includes the second
forwarding plane and the type of service of the terminal
device requires path optimization to be triggered, a connection may be established through the second forwarding plane logically at a relatively short distance away from
the AN to provide a second-type path for the terminal
device. Specific descriptions will be made as follows.
When the type of service corresponding to the terminal
device is switched from a first type of service to a second
type of service, the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane is determined to be
adjusted from a first-type path to the second-type path.
[0095] Herein, the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of service is
a type of service requiring local service shunting, and the
first type of service is a type of service not requiring local
service shunting.
[0096] Furthermore, before the operation that whether
to adjust the type of the connection path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined based on the AN corresponding to the location of
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the terminal device and the type of service of the terminal
device, the method further includes that: the terminal device establishes a connection with a core network
through the first-type path at a location where the terminal
device is currently located.
[0097] Correspondingly, the operation that whether to
adjust the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined
based on the AN corresponding to the location of the
terminal device and the type of service of the terminal
device includes that: when the AN corresponding to the
location of the terminal device includes a second forwarding plane capable of optimizing a local service access
path and it is detected that the type of service corresponding to the terminal device is switched from the first type
of service to the second type of service, the connection
path between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane is determined to be adjusted from the first-type
path to the second-type path.
[0098] Herein, the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of service is
a type of service requiring local service shunting, and the
first type of service is a type of service not requiring local
service shunting.
[0099] That is, a connection management device,
when learning that the UE initiates an edge or local service, triggers updating of a connection between the AN
and a CGW, dynamically adds a function of the second
forwarding plane (for example, an EGW) and establishes
a connection between the UE and the EGW, so as to
form a network architecture shown in FIG. 4b.
[0100] After the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane is adjusted from the
first-type path to the second-type path, a duration from
a moment when the terminal device stops information
interaction of the second type of service after completing
information interaction of the second type of service for
the last time till a present moment is detected.
[0101] When the duration exceeds a preset duration
threshold, the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined to be
adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0102] The connection management device (the network-side control plane), when sensing that UE with a
second forwarding plane does not access a service of
an edge network for a period of time, deletes the EGW
in the path, namely implementing handover from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0103] The connection management device learns that
the terminal device accesses the edge or local service
in at least one of the following manners.
[0104] A first manner: whether the first type of service
of the terminal device is switched to the second type of
service is determined through type of service information
reported by the terminal device. That is, the UE notifies
the network that signaling sent to the control plane by
the UE includes the type of service information and the
network side determines that a service of the UE is suit-
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able to access the edge or local network through the type
of service information. Then, an EGW connection is established.
[0105] A second manner: the connection management
device senses from the network side that the service access path of the UE is required to be optimized. Specifically, the connection management device senses that
the service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or
local network. For example, the user plane notifies an IP
address of a user to the control plane according to a
service destination address accessed by the user and
the like.
[0106] A third manner: notification information sent by
a server side corresponding to the service used by the
terminal device is received to determine the type of service of the terminal device. For example, the network is
notified directly or through a capability exposure interface
that a certain user is required to establish a link to the
edge network.
[0107] When the connection management device
senses that only the terminal device connected to the
core layer is required to establish a data channel to the
edge (or local) network or a data packet is required to be
shunted at the edge, the control plane of the core network
triggers the second forwarding plane (or a network function of the user plane) to be added into the existing data
channel and updates the tunnel. In such a manner, data
required to be routed in the edge network is forwarded
and shunted through the second forwarding plane and
another data stream arrives at the CGW through the second forwarding plane and further arrives at the core PDN.
The UE does not sense a change of the network in this
process. When the network senses that the connection
passing through the second forwarding plane does not
require the data channel to the edge network any more,
the network triggers updating of the connection path and
deletes the second forwarding plane (for example, the
EGW) in the transmission path. Therefore, all the data
may enter the PDN through a hop.
[0108] When the UE initiates a data service, the network determines that the second forwarding plane (for
example, the EGW) is required to be introduced to optimize the data channel and triggers addition of the second
forwarding plane, and the control plane initiates a session
updating flow to the AN, notifies the IP address and tunnel
ID of the uplink tunnel of the EGW to the AN as the endpoint of the uplink tunnel of the AN and notifies the IP
address and tunnel ID of the downlink tunnel of the EGW
to the CGW as the endpoint of the downlink tunnel of the
CGW.
[0109] If it is determined that the terminal device does
not initiate a service accessing a local cache within a
period of time, EGW deletion operations are triggered
and may specifically include the following operations A)
to B).
[0110] In A), the session updating flow is initiated to
the AN (a target access device), and the IP address and
tunnel ID of the uplink tunnel of the CGW are notified to
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the AN (the target access device) as an endpoint of the
uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0111] In B), an IP address and tunnel ID of a downlink
tunnel of the AN (the target access device) are notified
to the CGW as the endpoint of the downlink tunnel of the
CGW.
[0112] A scenario provided in the embodiment will be
exemplarily described below in combination with the
drawings.
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[0113] When a network side determines that a service
initiated by UE may be locally shunted, an EGW addition
flow, as shown in FIG. 10, includes the following operations 1 to 5.
[0114] In 1, the UE has established a data transmission
channel leading to a core PDN through an original AN
node 1 and a CGW, namely a first-type path has been
established. That is, the UE has established the first-type
path with a first forwarding plane through an access device of an AN.
[0115] In 2, when the UE initiates a service establishment request, type of service information is contained for
sending to a control plane. The network control plane
determines whether a type of service supports local
shunting. If a service is an MEC service, a network connection, shown in FIG. 2, from the UE to an EGW and
then to a CGW is established. Operations 3, 4, 5 and 6
are the same as those in FIG. 6 (i.e., the first example in
the first embodiment) and will not be elaborated herein.
[0116] In addition, operation 2 may also be as follows:
the control plane interacts with the CGW to determine
whether the UE accesses the MEC service. If YES, operations 3, 4 and 5 are consistent with those in FIG. 4.
[0117] Operation 2 may also be as follows: the control
plane interacts with a capability exposure platform interface to determine whether the UE accesses the MEC
service. If YES, operations 3, 4 and 5 are consistent with
those in FIG. 4.
Second example
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[0118] When a network side determines that local
shunting of a service initiated by UE has been completed,
an EGW deletion flow, as shown in FIG. 11, includes the
following operations 1 to 6.
[0119] In 1, the UE has established a tandem transmission channel shown in the figure. Locally shunted data arrives at an edge network through an AN node 1 and
an EGW. Other data arrives at a core PDN through the
AN node 1, the EGW and a CGW. That is, a second-type
path has been established.
[0120] In 2, a control plane sends a service detection
request to the EGW to detect whether the UE runs an
MEC service. The EGW gives a reply that the MEC service has been ended to the control plane. The control plane
triggers the flow to delete the EGW. 3, 4, 5 and 6 are
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consistent with operations in FIG. 7 (the second example
in the first embodiment).
[0121] Operation 2 may also be as follows: the control
plane interacts with a capability exposure interface to determine whether the UE ends access to the MEC service.
If YES, operations 3, 4 and 5 are consistent with those
in FIG. 5.
[0122] When the UE moves to an area (MEC) with a
second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW) serving, the network control plane dynamically introduces the
EGW into a tunnel path of a user plane in a tunnel updating related flow, for example, a flow of handover in a
connected state or session establishment initiated by the
UE. That is, AN<->CGW is changed into AN<->EGW<>CGW.
[0123] In a handover message flow, downlink identification information of the EGW, which may be, but not
limited to, an IP address and tunnel ID of a downlink
tunnel, is notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a downlink
tunnel of the CGW; and uplink identification information
of the EGW, which may be, but not limited to, an IP address and tunnel ID of an uplink tunnel, is notified to an
AN as an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0124] When the UE moves out of the MEC area, the
network control plane establishes a through tunnel, i.e.,
AN<->CGW, from the AN to the CGW in the tunnel updating related flow, for example, the flow of handover in
the connected state or session establishment initiated by
the UE.
[0125] The control plane notifies identification information corresponding to the AN, which may be, but not limited to, a tunnel ID and an IP address, to the CGW as an
endpoint of the downlink tunnel of the CGW, and notifies
identification information of the CGW, the identification
information being, but not limited to, an IP address and
a tunnel ID, to the AN as an endpoint of the uplink tunnel
of the AN.
[0126] For the through tunnel or the tunnel passing
through the EGW, the UE initiates a related flow for mutual handover when the UE moves; and the network may
also make a judgment according to a user service, and
the network side triggers handover between the two tunnels.
[0127] The network side determines through the type
of service that the second forwarding plane is required
to be introduced to optimize the data channel.
[0128] The UE notifies the network that signaling sent
to the control plane by the UE includes the type of service
information and the network side determines that a service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or local network through the type of service information. Then, an
EGW connection is established.
[0129] The network autonomously senses that the
service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or local
network. For example, the user plane notifies an IP address of a user to the control plane according to a service
destination address accessed by the user and the like.
[0130] A service side notifies the network directly or
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through the capability exposure interface that a certain
user is required to establish a link to the edge network.
[0131] Compared with the conventional art, the embodiment has the following advantages. When the UE is
not required to introduce multiple IP addresses to implement MEC (or local shunting) during session connection,
and there is only one IP address anchor. When the UE
is out of coverage of the EGW or the network determines
that local shunting is not required, the EGW may be dynamically deleted, so that a data packet may enter the
core PDN by one hop only through the CGW, and flattening performance of the network is maintained. When
the UE is within the coverage of the EGW and the network
determines that local shunting is required, the EGW may
be dynamically added into the network, thereby implementing local shunting. The UE is unaware, behaviors
of the UE are simplified and, meanwhile, unified configuration and management of an edge traffic forwarding
strategy by the network is also facilitated.
[0132] Thus it can be seen that, with adoption of the
solution, whether to adjust the type of the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may be
determined at least based on an AN corresponding to
the location of the terminal device. Specifically, the type
of the path may include the first-type path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and the second-type
path for connection to the first forwarding path through
the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high
efficiency of a network architecture may be achieved,
gateway processing is implemented with a smallest
number of hops in case of no local shunting, and edge
network data may be accessed without relatively more
configuration changes made on a terminal device side.
Third Embodiment
[0133] The embodiment of the disclosure provides a
connection management device, which, as shown in FIG.
12, includes an information acquisition unit 1201 and a
path adjustment unit 1202.
[0134] The information acquisition unit 1201 detects
relevant information of a terminal device.
[0135] The path adjustment unit 1202 determines
whether to adjust a type of a connection path between
the terminal device and a first forwarding plane based on
the relevant information of the terminal device.
[0136] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least includes: a
first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through an AN; and a second-type path which is a
connection path established with the first forwarding path
by the terminal device through the AN via a second forwarding plane.
[0137] Herein, the relevant information of the terminal
device includes at least one of a location of the terminal
device or a present type of service of the terminal device.
[0138] The information acquisition unit 1201 is config-
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ured to acquire the present location of the terminal device, and/or, acquire the present type of service of the
terminal device.
[0139] The path adjustment unit 1202 is configured to
determine whether to adjust the type of the connection
path between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane based on at least one of the present location of the
terminal device or the present type of service of the terminal device.
[0140] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least includes: the
first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through the AN; and the second-type path which is
a connection path established with the first forwarding
path by the terminal device through the AN via the second
forwarding plane.
[0141] Herein, the connection management device is
mainly arranged in a core network and may specifically
be implemented in a manner that a module is arranged
in a certain device in the core network and, for example,
may be arranged in an MME in the core network.
[0142] The present location of the terminal device may
be acquired in the following manners: an access device
presently to be accessed by the terminal device is detected, and identification information of the access device
(for example, an ID of the access device) is acquired; an
area corresponding to the access device is determined
based on the identification information of the access device (for example, a core network side may determine an
area code corresponding to the access device through
the identification information of the access device); and
the present location of the terminal device is determined
based on the area corresponding to the access device.
[0143] Herein, the access device may be a device,
which may be a base station or may also be an AP and
the like, configured to provide a direct access manner for
the terminal device.
[0144] Specifically, there are two triggering conditions
in the solution. The first triggering condition refers to determining whether the terminal device is located in an AN
capable of implementing local service shunting based on
a change of the location of the terminal device, thereby
determining whether to adjust the type of the path of the
terminal device. In addition, the second triggering condition refers to determining whether to adjust the type of
the path of the terminal device in combination with whether the terminal device has a local service shunting requirement.
[0145] The embodiment is mainly for the first triggering
condition. UE only establishes a session connection oriented to a CGW as a default during session connection.
When the UE moves into coverage of a gateway capable
of supporting local shunting, a control plane initiates establishment of a new tunnel, thereby adding the EGW
into an existing session, that is, the first-type path is handed over to the second-type path. When the UE moves
out of the coverage of the EGW, the control plane may
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trigger a new tunnel establishment mechanism to delete
the EGW from the session path, establish the secondtype path and delete the first-type path.
[0146] A first scenario: the connection management
device further includes a path management unit 1203,
configured to determine that the terminal device establishes the first-type path with the first forwarding plane
through a first access device, the first access device being different from the target access device required to be
accessed by the terminal device at the present location
and coverage corresponding to the first access device
not including the second forwarding plane or being unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane.
[0147] Correspondingly, the path adjustment unit 1202
is configured to, when a location where the terminal is
currently located enables the second forwarding plane
to be accessed or a second forwarding plane suitable for
the terminal device to be accessed, determine to adjust
the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the first-type path to the second-type
path. That is, the core network side may determine, according to the present location (for example, the area
code) of the terminal device, whether there is a second
forwarding plane capable of optimizing a local service
access path at the location.
[0148] It is to be understood that, in the scenario, when
the terminal device initially accesses the network, the
connection management device may determine a type
of a path initially established by the terminal device based
on whether the AN where the terminal device is located
includes the second forwarding plane. When the AN does
not include or is unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane, the terminal device establishes the firsttype path when initially accessing the network and, as
shown in FIG. 4a, directly establishes a connection with
the first forwarding plane. When the AN includes the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW in the figure), the terminal device establishes the second-type
path shown in FIG. 4b when initially accessing the network, and establishes the connection with the first forwarding plane (for example, the CGW in the figure)
through the second forwarding plane (for example, the
EGW in the figure).
[0149] After the terminal device, for example, the UE,
moves to a new location, the control plane (i.e., the connection management device) acquires a present location
of the AN and determines whether the second forwarding
plane presently exists. If the second forwarding plane
exists, the control plane acquires information of the second forwarding plane (for example, an IP address thereof) through an ID of the present AN (for example, an ID
of an access base station or information of a location
area, for example, a TA).
[0150] If the path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane is determined to be adjusted from
the first-type path to the second-type path, the corresponding second forwarding plane is selected for the terminal device, downlink identification information of the
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second forwarding plane is sent to the first forwarding
plane and uplink identification information of the second
forwarding plane is sent to the AN side, so as to establish
the second-type path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane through the second forwarding
plane.
[0151] That is, after the first-type path is determined to
be adjusted to the second-type path, it is also necessary
to notify the terminal device to adjust the type of the path
and notify the second forwarding plane to be accessed
by the terminal device.
[0152] Specifically, if the terminal device moves in a
connected state, the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW) may be determined as opposite ends of
tunnels of the base station and the first forwarding plane
(for example, the CGW) in a handover message, which
may include the following operations.
[0153] An IP address and tunnel ID of a downlink tunnel
of the EGW are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of an uplink tunnel of the EGW are notified to the
AN as an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0154] If the terminal device moves from a non-MEC
area to an MEC area in an idle mode and when the UE
actively initiates a service or the UE is triggered to initiate
session establishment after network paging responsive
to arrival of downlink data, the network determines
whether to update the connection according to the
present location. If the connection is required to be updated, the control plane does not establish a new tunnel
between the CGW and the AN but establishes a tunnel
among the AN, the EGW and the CGW.
[0155] A second scenario: a difference from the first
scenario is that adjustment of the first-type path to the
second-type path is introduced in the first scenario and
adjustment of the second-type path to the first-type path
is described in the scenario.
[0156] The path management unit is configured for the
terminal device to establish the second-type path with
the first forwarding plane through a second access device, the second access device being different from the
target access device required to be accessed by the terminal device at the present location and there being the
second forwarding plane or the second forwarding plane
suitable for the terminal device to access at a present
location of the second access device.
[0157] Correspondingly, the path adjustment unit is
configured to, when there is no second forwarding plane
or second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the terminal device is
currently located, determine to adjust the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from
the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0158] The path adjustment unit is configured to, responsive to determining to adjust the path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the
second-type path to the first-type path, notify the identification information corresponding to the AN to the first
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forwarding plane and notify the identification information
of the first forwarding plane to the AN, so as to establish
the first-type path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane.
[0159] After the terminal device moves to a new location, if the control plane determines through the present
location of the AN that the second forwarding plane (for
example, the EGW) is not required any more in a present
session, information of the middle EGW is not included
in connection updating, and a data channel of the user
plane changes into a direct connection of the AN and the
CGW.
[0160] Specifically, in the connected state, the AN and
the CGW are directly determined as mutual tunnel opposite ends in a handover message from the MEC area
to the non-MEC area: a corresponding tunnel ID and IP
of the AN are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of the tunnel of the CGW are notified to the AN as
an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0161] If the UE moves to the non-MEC area in the idle
state, the network performs location updating to further
release a user-plane tunnel between the EGW and the
CGW, and a new tunnel is a direct one-hop tunnel of the
AN and the CGW next time when the UE turns from idle
to active.
[0162] Thus it can be seen that, with adoption of the
solution, whether to adjust the type of the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may be
determined at least based on an AN corresponding to
the location of the terminal device. Specifically, the type
of the path may include the first-type path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and the second-type
path for connection to the first forwarding path through
the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high
efficiency of a network architecture may be achieved,
gateway processing is implemented with a smallest
number of hops in case of no local shunting, and edge
network data may be accessed only by configuring of the
type of the path on a network side without relatively more
configuration changes made on a terminal device side.
Fourth Embodiment
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[0163] Descriptions are made in the embodiment
mainly for a second triggering condition. The path adjustment unit is configured to determine whether to adjust
the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least based on an
AN corresponding to the location of the terminal device
and a type of service of the terminal device.
[0164] Specifically, before the operation that whether
to adjust the type of the connection path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined based on the AN corresponding to the location of
the terminal device and the type of service of the terminal
device, the path management unit is configured to determine that the terminal device establishes a connection
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with a core network through the first-type path at a location where the terminal device currently located.
[0165] Correspondingly, the path adjustment unit is
configured to, when the AN corresponding to the location
of the terminal device includes a second forwarding plane
capable of optimizing a local service access path and it
is detected that the type of service corresponding to the
terminal device is switched from the first type of service
to the second type of service, determine to adjust the
connection path between the terminal device and the first
forwarding plane from the first-type path to the secondtype path.
[0166] Herein, the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of service is
a type of service requiring local service shunting, and the
first type of service is a type of service not requiring local
service shunting.
[0167] The path adjustment unit is configured to, after
the connection path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane is adjusted from the first-type path
to the second-type path, detect a duration from a moment
when the terminal device stops information interaction of
the second type of service after completing information
interaction of the second type of service for the last time
till a present moment, and when the duration exceeds a
preset duration threshold, determine to adjust the connection path between the terminal device and the first
forwarding plane from the second-type path to the firsttype path.
[0168] That is, the path adjustment unit is configured
to, when learning that the UE initiates an edge or local
service, trigger updating of a connection between the AN
and a CGW, dynamically add a function of the second
forwarding plane (for example, an EGW) and establish
a connection between the UE and the EGW, so as to
form a network architecture shown in FIG. 4b.
[0169] After the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane is adjusted from the
first-type path to the second-type path, the duration from
a moment when the terminal device stops information
interaction of the second type of service after completing
information interaction of the second type of service for
the last time till the present moment is detected.
[0170] When the duration exceeds the preset duration
threshold, the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined to be
adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0171] The connection management device (the network-side control plane), when sensing that UE with a
second forwarding plane does not access a service of
an edge network for a period of time, deletes the EGW
in the path, namely implementing handover from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0172] The connection management device learns that
the terminal device accesses the edge or local service
in at least one of the following manners.
[0173] A first manner: whether the first type of service
of the terminal device is switched to the second type of
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service is determined through type of service information
reported by the terminal device. That is, the UE notifies
the network that signaling sent to the control plane by
the UE includes the type of service information and the
network side determines that a service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or local network through the type
of service information. Then, an EGW connection is established.
[0174] A second manner: the connection management
device senses from the network side that the service access path of the UE is required to be optimized. Specifically, the connection management device senses that
the service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or
local network. For example, the user plane notifies an IP
address of a user to the control plane according to a
service destination address accessed by the user and
the like.
[0175] A third manner: notification information sent by
a server side corresponding to the service used by the
terminal device is received to determine the type of service of the terminal device. For example, the network is
notified directly or through a capability exposure interface
that a certain user is required to establish a link to the
edge network.
[0176] When the connection management device
senses that only the terminal device connected to the
core layer is required to establish a data channel to the
edge (or local) network or a data packet is required to be
shunted at the edge, the control plane of the core network
triggers the second forwarding plane (or a network function of the user plane) to be added into the existing data
channel and updates the tunnel. In such a manner, data
required to be routed in the edge network is forwarded
and shunted through the second forwarding plane and
another data stream arrives at the CGW through the second forwarding plane and further arrives at the core PDN.
The UE does not sense a change of the network in this
process. When the network senses that the connection
passing through the second forwarding plane does not
require the data channel to the edge network any more,
the network triggers updating of the connection path and
deletes the second forwarding plane EGW in the transmission path. Therefore, all the data may enter the PDN
through a hop.
[0177] When the UE initiates a data service, the network determines that the second forwarding plane (for
example, the EGW) is required to be introduced to optimize the data channel and triggers addition of the second
forwarding plane, and the control plane initiates a session
updating flow to the AN, notifies the IP address and tunnel
ID of the uplink tunnel of the EGW to the AN as the endpoint of the uplink tunnel of the AN and notifies the IP
address and tunnel ID of the downlink tunnel of the EGW
to the first forwarding plane (for example, the CGW in
the figure) as the endpoint of the downlink tunnel of the
CGW.
[0178] If it is determined that the terminal device does
not initiate a service accessing a local cache within a
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period of time, EGW deletion operations are triggered
and may specifically include the following operations.
[0179] The path adjustment unit is configured to initiate
a session updating flow to the AN, notify the IP address
and tunnel ID of the uplink tunnel of the CGW to the AN
as an endpoint of the uplink tunnel of the AN and notify
the IP address and tunnel ID of the downlink tunnel of
the AN to the CGW as an endpoint of the downlink tunnel
of the CGW.
[0180] Thus it can be seen that, with adoption of the
solution, whether to adjust the type of the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may be
determined at least based on an AN corresponding to
the location of the terminal device. Specifically, the type
of the path may include the first-type path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and the second-type
path for connection to the first forwarding path through
the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high
efficiency of a network architecture may be achieved,
gateway processing is implemented with a smallest
number of hops in case of no local shunting, and edge
network data may be accessed without relatively more
configuration changes made on a terminal device side.
Fifth Embodiment
[0181] The embodiment provides a connection management device, which, as shown in FIG. 13, includes a
communication interface 1301 and a processor 1302.
[0182] The communication interface 1301 detects relevant information of a terminal device.
[0183] The processor 1302 determines whether to adjust a type of a connection path between the terminal
device and a first forwarding plane based on the relevant
information of the terminal device.
[0184] The connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least includes: the
first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through the AN; and the second-type path which is
a connection path established with the first forwarding
path by the terminal device through the AN via the second
forwarding plane.
[0185] Specifically, the relevant information of the terminal device includes at least one of a location of the
terminal device or a present type of service of the terminal
device.
[0186] Herein, the connection management device is
mainly arranged in a core network and may specifically
be implemented in a manner that a module is arranged
in a certain device in the core network and, for example,
may be arranged in an MME in the core network.
[0187] The present location of the terminal device may
be acquired in the following manners: an access device
presently to be accessed by the terminal device is detected, and identification information of the access device
(for example, an ID of the access device) is acquired; an
area corresponding to the access device is determined
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based on the identification information of the access device (for example, a core network side may determine an
area code corresponding to the access device through
the identification information of the access device); and
the present location of the terminal device is determined
based on the area corresponding to the access device.
[0188] Herein, the access device may be a device,
which may be a base station or may also be an AP and
the like, configured to provide a direct access manner for
the terminal device.
[0189] Specifically, there are two triggering conditions
in the solution. The first triggering condition refers to determining whether the terminal device is located in an AN
capable of implementing local service shunting based on
a change of the location of the terminal device, thereby
determining whether to adjust the type of the path of the
terminal device. In addition, the second triggering condition refers to determining whether to adjust the type of
the path of the terminal device in combination with whether the terminal device has a local service shunting requirement.
[0190] A first triggering condition: UE only establishes
a session connection oriented to a CGW as a default
during session connection. When the UE moves into coverage of a gateway capable of supporting local shunting,
a control plane initiates establishment of a new tunnel,
thereby adding the EGW into an existing session, that is,
the first-type path is handed over to the second-type path.
When the UE moves out of the coverage of the EGW,
the control plane may trigger a new tunnel establishment
mechanism to delete the EGW from the session path,
establish the second-type path and delete the first-type
path.
[0191] A first scenario: the processor 1302 determines
that the terminal device establishes the first-type path
with the first forwarding plane through a first access device, the first access device being different from the target
access device required to be accessed by the terminal
device at the present location and coverage corresponding to the first access device not including the second
forwarding plane or being unsuitable for access to the
second forwarding plane.
[0192] When a location where the terminal is currently
located enables the second forwarding plane to be accessed or a second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to be accessed, the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined
to be adjusted from the first-type path to the second-type
path. That is, the core network side may determine, according to the present location (for example, the area
code) of the terminal device, whether there is a second
forwarding plane capable of optimizing a local service
access path at the location.
[0193] It is to be understood that, in the scenario, when
the terminal device initially accesses the network, the
connection management device may determine a type
of a path initially established by the terminal device based
on whether the AN where the terminal device is located
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includes the second forwarding plane. When the AN does
not include or is unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane, the terminal device establishes the firsttype path when initially accessing the network and, as
shown in FIG. 4a, directly establishes a connection with
the first forwarding plane. When the AN includes the second forwarding plane, the terminal device establishes the
second-type path shown in FIG. 4b when initially accessing the network, and establishes the connection with the
first forwarding plane through the second forwarding
plane.
[0194] After the terminal device, for example, the UE,
moves to a new location, the control plane (i.e., the connection management device) acquires a present location
of the AN and determines whether the second forwarding
plane presently exists. If the second forwarding plane
exists, the control plane acquires information of the second forwarding plane (the EGW) (for example, an IP address thereof) through an ID of the present AN (for example, an ID of an access base station or information of
a location area, for example, a TA).
[0195] If the path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane is determined to be adjusted from
the first-type path to the second-type path, the corresponding second forwarding plane is selected for the terminal device, downlink identification information of the
second forwarding plane is sent to the first forwarding
plane and uplink identification information of the second
forwarding plane is sent to the AN side, so as to establish
the second-type path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane through the second forwarding
plane.
[0196] That is, after the first-type path is determined to
be adjusted to the second-type path, it is also necessary
to notify the terminal device to adjust the type of the path
and notify the second forwarding plane to be accessed
by the terminal device.
[0197] Specifically, if the terminal device moves in a
connected state, the second forwarding plane (for example, the EGW) may be determined as opposite ends of
tunnels of the base station and the first forwarding plane
(for example, the CGW) in a handover message, which
may include the following operations.
[0198] An IP address and tunnel ID of a downlink tunnel
of the EGW are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of an uplink tunnel of the EGW are notified to the
AN as an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0199] If the terminal device moves from a non-MEC
area to an MEC area in an idle mode and when the UE
actively initiates a service or the UE is triggered to initiate
session establishment after network paging responsive
to arrival of downlink data, the network determines
whether to update the connection according to the
present location. If the connection is required to be updated, the control plane does not establish a new tunnel
between the CGW and the AN but establishes a tunnel
among the AN, the EGW and the CGW.
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[0200] A second scenario: a difference from the first
scenario is that adjustment of the first-type path to the
second-type path is introduced in the first scenario and
adjustment of the second-type path to the first-type path
is described in the scenario.
[0201] The processor 1302 establishes, by the terminal device, the second-type path with the first forwarding
plane through a second access device, the second access device being different from the target access device
required to be accessed by the terminal device at the
present location and there being the second forwarding
plane or the second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a present location of the second
access device.
[0202] When there is no second forwarding plane or
no second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the terminal device is
currently located, the path between the terminal device
and the first forwarding plane is determined to be adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0203] The processor 1302, responsive to determining
to adjust the path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane from the second-type path to the
first-type path, notifies the identification information corresponding to the AN to the first forwarding plane and
notifies the identification information of the first forwarding plane to the AN, so as to establish the first-type path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane.
[0204] After the terminal device moves to a new location, if the control plane determines through the present
location of the AN that the second forwarding plane is
not required any more in a present session, information
of the middle EGW is not included in connection updating,
and a data channel of the user plane changes into a direct
connection of the AN and the CGW.
[0205] Specifically, in the connected state, the AN and
the CGW are directly determined as mutual tunnel opposite ends in a handover message from the MEC area
to the non-MEC area: a corresponding tunnel ID and IP
of the AN are notified to the CGW as an endpoint of a
downlink tunnel of the CGW; and an IP address and tunnel ID of the tunnel of the CGW are notified to the AN as
an endpoint of an uplink tunnel of the AN.
[0206] If the UE moves to the non-MEC area in the idle
state, the network performs location updating to further
release a user-plane tunnel between the EGW and the
CGW, and a new tunnel is a direct one-hop tunnel of the
AN and the CGW next time when the UE turns from idle
to active.
A second triggering condition
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[0207] The processor 1302 determines whether to adjust the type of the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane based on an AN
corresponding to at least one of the location of the terminal device or the type of service of the terminal device.
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[0208] Specifically, before the operation that whether
to adjust the type of the connection path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined based on the AN corresponding to the location of
the terminal device and the type of service of the terminal
device, the path management unit is configured to determine that the terminal device establishes a connection
with a core network through the first-type path at a location where the terminal device is currently located.
[0209] When the AN corresponding to the location of
the terminal device includes a second forwarding plane
capable of optimizing a local service access path and it
is detected that the type of service corresponding to the
terminal device is switched from the first type of service
to the second type of service, the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is determined to be adjusted from the first-type path to
the second-type path.
[0210] Herein, the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of service is
a type of service requiring local service shunting, and the
first type of service is a type of service not requiring local
service shunting.
[0211] The processor 1302, after the connection path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane is adjusted from the first-type path to the secondtype path, detects a duration from a moment when the
terminal device stops information interaction of the second type of service after completing information interaction of the second type of service for the last time till a
present moment, and when the duration exceeds a preset duration threshold, determines to adjust the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the second-type path to the first-type
path.
[0212] That is, the processor 1302, when learning that
the UE initiates an edge or local service, triggers updating
of a connection between the AN and a CGW, dynamically
adds a function of the second forwarding plane and establishes a connection between the UE and the EGW,
so as to form a network architecture shown in FIG. 4b.
[0213] After the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane is adjusted from the
first-type path to the second-type path, the duration from
a moment when the terminal device stops information
interaction of the second type of service after completing
information interaction of the second type of service for
the last time till the present moment is detected.
[0214] When the duration exceeds the preset duration
threshold, the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is determined to be
adjusted from the second-type path to the first-type path.
[0215] The connection management device (the network-side control plane), when sensing that UE with a
second forwarding plane does not access a service of
an edge network for a period of time, deletes the EGW
in the path, namely implementing handover from the second-type path to the first-type path.
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[0216] The connection management device learns that
the terminal device accesses the edge or local service
in at least one of the following manners.
[0217] A first manner: whether the first type of service
of the terminal device is switched to the second type of
service is determined through type of service information
reported by the terminal device. That is, the UE notifies
the network that signaling sent to the control plane by
the UE includes the type of service information and the
network side determines that a service of the UE is suitable to access the edge or local network through the type
of service information. Then, an EGW connection is established.
[0218] A second manner: the processor 1302 senses
from the network side that the service access path of the
UE is required to be optimized. Specifically, the connection management device senses that the service of the
UE is suitable to access the edge or local network. For
example, the user plane notifies an IP address of a user
to the control plane according to a service destination
address accessed by the user and the like.
[0219] A third manner: notification information sent by
a server side corresponding to the service used by the
terminal device is received to determine the type of service of the terminal device. For example, the network is
notified directly or through a capability exposure interface
that a certain user is required to establish a link to the
edge network.
[0220] When the connection management device
senses that only the terminal device connected to the
core layer is required to establish a data channel to the
edge (or local) network or a data packet is required to be
shunted at the edge, the control plane of the core network
triggers the second forwarding plane (or a network function of the user plane) to be added into the existing data
channel and updates the tunnel. In such a manner, data
required to be routed in the edge network is forwarded
and shunted through the second forwarding plane and
another data stream arrives at the CGW through the second forwarding plane and further arrives at the core PDN.
The UE does not sense a change of the network in this
process. When the network senses that the connection
passing through the second forwarding plane does not
require the data channel to the edge network any more,
the network triggers updating of the connection path and
deletes the second forwarding plane EGW in the transmission path. Therefore, all the data may enter the PDN
through a hop.
[0221] When the UE initiates a data service, the network determines that the second forwarding plane is required to be introduced to optimize the data channel and
triggers addition of the second forwarding plane, and the
control plane initiates a session updating flow to the AN,
notifies the IP address and tunnel ID of the uplink tunnel
of the EGW to the AN as the endpoint of the uplink tunnel
of the AN and notifies the IP address and tunnel ID of
the downlink tunnel of the EGW to the CGW as the endpoint of the downlink tunnel of the CGW.
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[0222] If it is determined that the terminal device does
not initiate a service accessing a local cache within a
period of time, EGW deletion operations are triggered
and may specifically include the following operations.
[0223] The path adjustment unit is configured to initiate
a session updating flow to the AN, notify the IP address
and tunnel ID of the uplink tunnel of the CGW to the AN
as an endpoint of the uplink tunnel of the AN and notify
the IP address and tunnel ID of the downlink tunnel of
the AN to the CGW as an endpoint of the downlink tunnel
of the CGW.
[0224] Thus it can be seen that, with adoption of the
solution, whether to adjust the type of the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane may be
determined at least based on an AN corresponding to
the location of the terminal device. Specifically, the type
of the path may include the first-type path for direct connection to the first forwarding path and the second-type
path for connection to the first forwarding path through
the second forwarding path. Therefore, flexibility and high
efficiency of a network architecture may be achieved,
gateway processing is implemented with a smallest
number of hops in case of no local shunting, and edge
network data may be accessed without relatively more
configuration changes made on a terminal device side.
[0225] A connection management device in an embodiment of the disclosure includes a processor and a memory configured to store a computer program capable of
running on the processor.
[0226] Herein, the processor is configured to run the
computer program to execute the operations of the method in a first or second embodiment. No more elaborations
will be made herein.
[0227] An embodiment of the disclosure provides a
computer storage medium, which stores a computer-executable instruction, the computer-executable instruction being executed to implement the operations of the
method in a first or second embodiment.
[0228] It is to be noted that terms "include" and "contain" in the disclosure or any other variant thereof is intended to cover nonexclusive inclusions, so that a process, method, object or device including a series of elements not only includes those elements but also includes
other elements which are not clearly listed or further includes elements intrinsic to the process, the method, the
object or the device. Under the condition of no more limitations, an element defined by the statement "including
a/an......" does not exclude existence of the same other
elements in a process, method, object or device including
the element.
[0229] The sequence numbers of the embodiments of
the disclosure are adopted not to represent superiorityinferiority of the embodiments but only for description.
[0230] From the above descriptions about the implementation modes, those skilled in the art may clearly
know that the method of the abovementioned embodiments may be implemented in a manner of combining
software and a necessary universal hardware platform,
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and of course, may also be implemented through hardware, but the former is a preferred implementation mode
under many circumstances. Based on such an understanding, the technical solutions of the disclosure substantially or parts making contributions to the conventional art may be embodied in form of software product, and
the computer software product is stored in a storage medium (for example, a Read-Only Memory (ROM)/Random Access Memory (RAM), a magnetic disk and an
optical disk), including a plurality of instructions configured to enable a computer device (which may be a personal computer, a server, an air conditioner, a network
device or the like) to execute the method in each embodiment of the disclosure.
[0231] The above is only the preferred embodiment of
the disclosure and not thus intended to limit the patent
scope of the disclosure. Any equivalent structure or
equivalent flow transformations made by use of the contents of the specification and drawings of the disclosure
or direct or indirect application to other related technical
fields shall also fall within the patent protection scope of
the disclosure.

Claims
1.

A connection management method, comprising:
detecting relevant information of a terminal device; and
determining whether to adjust a type of a connection path between the terminal device and a
first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device,
wherein the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least
comprises: a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through an
Access Network (AN); and a second-type path
which is a connection path established with the
first forwarding path by the terminal device
through the AN via a second forwarding plane.
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2.

The method of claim 1, wherein the relevant information of the terminal device comprises at least one
of a location of the terminal device or a present type
of service of the terminal device.

50

3.

The method of claim 1, further comprising: before
detecting the relevant information of the terminal device,
establishing, by the terminal device, the first-type
path with the first forwarding plane through a first
access device, coverage corresponding to the first
access device not comprising the second forwarding
plane or being unsuitable for access to the second
forwarding plane,
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wherein determining whether to adjust the type of
the connection path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device comprises:
when a location where the terminal device is currently located enables the second forwarding plane to
be accessed or a second forwarding plane suitable
for the terminal device to be accessed, determining
to adjust the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the first-type path to
the second-type path.
4.

5.

The method of claim 1, further comprising: before
detecting the relevant information of the terminal device,
establishing, by the terminal device, the second-type
path with the first forwarding plane through a second
access device via the second forwarding plane, there
being the second forwarding plane or a second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location of the second access device,
wherein determining whether to adjust the type of
the connection path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device comprises:
when there is no second forwarding plane or no second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device
to access at a location where the terminal device is
currently located, determining to adjust the path between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane from the second-type path to the first-type
path.
The method of claim 1, further comprising: before
detecting the relevant information of the terminal device,
establishing, by the terminal device, the second-type
path with the first forwarding plane through a second
access device via the second forwarding plane,
wherein determining whether to adjust the type of
the connection path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device comprises:
when a location where the terminal device is currently located does not enable the second forwarding
plane to be accessed, determining to adjust the path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding
plane from the second-type path to the first-type
path.

type of service to a second type of service, determining to adjust a connection path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
from the first-type path to the second-type path,
wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting, and the first type of service is a type
of service not requiring local service shunting.

5

10

7.

15

20

The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether
to adjust the type of the connection path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
based on the relevant information of the terminal device comprises:

The method of claim 1, further comprising: before
determining whether to adjust the type of the connection path between the terminal device and the
first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device,
establishing, by the terminal device, a connection
with the first forwarding plane through the first-type
path at a location where the terminal device is currently located,
wherein determining whether to adjust the type of
the connection path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of the terminal device comprises:
when there is the second forwarding plane or a
second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at the location where the
terminal device is currently located and it is detected that a present type of service corresponding to the terminal device is switched from a first
type of service to a second type of service, determining to adjust the connection path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
from the first-type path to the second-type path,
wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting and the first type of service is a type of
service not requiring local service shunting.
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9.

when a present type of service corresponding
to the terminal device is switched from a first

18

The method of claim 3, 5, 6 or 7, further comprising:
after the connection path between the terminal
device and the first forwarding plane is adjusted
from the first-type path to the second-type path,
detecting a duration from a moment when the
terminal device stops information interaction of
the second type of service after completing information interaction of the second type of service for the last time till a present moment; and
when the duration exceeds a preset duration
threshold, determining to adjust the connection
path between the terminal device and the first
forwarding plane from the second-type path to
the first-type path.

50

6.

34

The method of any one of claims 2-7, further comprising:
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responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjusted from the first-type path
to the second-type path, selecting a corresponding second forwarding plane for the terminal device, sending identification information of the
second forwarding plane to the first forwarding
plane as information of a downlink tunnel of the
first forwarding plane and sending the identification information of the second forwarding
plane to an AN side as information of an uplink
tunnel of the AN side, so as to establish the second-type path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane through the second forwarding plane; and
responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjust from the second-type
path to the first-type path, notifying identification
information corresponding to the AN to the first
forwarding plane and notifying identification information of the first forwarding plane to the AN,
so as to establish the first-type path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane.
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10. A connection management device, comprising:
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12. The connection management device of claim 10, further comprising:
a path management unit configured to determine that the terminal device establishes the
first-type path with the first forwarding plane
through a first access device, coverage corre-

a path management unit configured to determine that the terminal device establishes the
second-type path with the first forwarding plane
through a second access device, there being
the second forwarding plane or the second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to
access at a location of the second access device,
wherein the path adjustment unit is configured
to, when there is no second forwarding plane or
second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the terminal device is currently located, determine to
adjust the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the second-type
path to the first-type path.
14. The connection management device of claim 10, further comprising:
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11. The connection management device of claim 10,
wherein the relevant information of the terminal device comprises at least one of a location of the terminal device or a present type of service of the terminal device.

sponding to the first access device not comprising the second forwarding plane or being unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane,
wherein the path adjustment unit is configured
to, when a location where the terminal device is
currently located enables the second forwarding
plane to be accessed or a second forwarding
plane suitable for the terminal device to be accessed, determine to adjust the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
from the first-type path to the second-type path.
13. The connection management device of claim 10, further comprising:
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an information acquisition unit configured to detect relevant information of a terminal device;
and
a path adjustment unit configured to determine
whether to adjust a type of a connection path
between the terminal device and a first forwarding plane based on the relevant information of
the terminal device,
wherein the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least
comprises: a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through an
Access Network (AN); and a second-type path
which is a connection path established with the
first forwarding path by the terminal device
through the AN via a second forwarding plane.
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a path management unit configured to determine that the terminal device establishes the
second-type path with the first forwarding plane
through the second access device via the second forwarding plane,
wherein the path adjustment unit is configured
to, when a location where the terminal device is
currently located does not enable the second
forwarding plane to be accessed, determine to
adjust the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the second-type
path to the first-type path.
15. The connection management device of claim 10,
wherein
the path adjustment unit is configured to, when
the type of service corresponding to the terminal
device is switched from a first type of service to
a second type of service, determine to adjust a
connection path between the terminal device
and the first forwarding plane from a first-type
path to a second-type path,
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wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting, and the first type of service is a type
of service not requiring local service shunting.
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16. The connection management device of claim 10, further comprising:
a path management unit configured to determine that the terminal device establishes a connection with the first forwarding plane through
the first-type path at a location where the terminal device is currently located,
wherein the path adjustment unit is configured
to, when there is the second forwarding plane
or the second forwarding plane suitable for the
terminal device to access at a location where
the terminal device is currently located and it is
detected that a present type of service corresponding to the terminal device is switched from
the first type of service to the second type of
service, determine to adjust the connection path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the first-type path to the second-type path,
wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting and the first type of service is a type of
service not requiring local service shunting.
17. The connection management device of claim 12, 14,
15 or 16, wherein the path adjustment unit is configured to, after the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane is adjusted from the first-type path to the second-type path,
detect a duration from a moment when the terminal
device stops information interaction of the second
type of service after completing information interaction of the second type of service for the last time till
a present moment, and when the duration exceeds
a preset duration threshold, determine to adjust the
connection path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the second-type path
to the first-type path.
18. The connection management device of any one of
claims 12-16, wherein the path management unit is
configured to:
responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjusted from the first-type path
to the second-type path, select a corresponding
second forwarding plane for the terminal device,
send identification information of the second forwarding plane to the first forwarding plane as
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information of a downlink tunnel of the first forwarding plane and send the identification information of the second forwarding plane to an AN
side as information of an uplink tunnel of the AN
side, so as to establish the second-type path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane through the second forwarding
plane; and
responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjust from the second-type
path to the first-type path, notify identification
information corresponding to the AN to the first
forwarding plane and notify identification information of the first forwarding plane to the AN,
so as to establish the first-type path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane.

19. A connection management device, comprising:
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a communication interface configured to detect
relevant information of a terminal device; and
a processor configured to determine whether to
adjust a type of a connection path between the
terminal device and a first forwarding plane
based on the relevant information of the terminal
device,
wherein the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane at least
comprises: a first-type path which is a connection path directly established with the first forwarding plane by the terminal device through an
Access Network (AN); and a second-type path
which is a connection path established with the
first forwarding path by the terminal device
through the AN via a second forwarding plane.
20. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein the relevant information of the terminal device comprises at least one of a location of the terminal device or a present type of service of the terminal device.
21. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein the processor is configured to:
determine that the terminal device establishes
the first-type path with the first forwarding plane
through a first access device, coverage corresponding to the first access device not comprising the second forwarding plane or being unsuitable for access to the second forwarding plane;
and
when a location where the terminal device is currently located enables the second forwarding
plane to be accessed or a second forwarding
plane suitable for the terminal device to be accessed, determine to adjust the path between
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the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
from the first-type path to the second-type path.
22. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein the processor is configured to:
determine that the terminal device establishes
the second-type path with the first forwarding
plane through a second access device, there
being no second forwarding plane or second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to
access at a location of the second access device; and
when there is no second forwarding plane or no
second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the terminal device is currently located, determine to
adjust the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the second-type
path to the first-type path.
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23. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein the processor is configured to:
determine that the terminal device establishes
the second-type path with the first forwarding
plane through the second access device via the
second forwarding plane; and
when a location where the terminal device is currently located does not enable the second forwarding plane to be accessed, determine to adjust the path between the terminal device and
the first forwarding plane from the second-type
path to the first-type path.
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25. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein the processor is configured to:
determine that the terminal device establishes
a connection with the first forwarding plane
through the first-type path at a location where
the terminal device is currently located; and

when there is the second forwarding plane or
the second forwarding plane suitable for the terminal device to access at a location where the
terminal device is currently located and it is detected that a present type of service corresponding to the terminal device is switched from the
first type of service to the second type of service,
determine to adjust the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the first-type path to the secondtype path,
wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting and the first type of service is a type of
service not requiring local service shunting.
26. The connection management device of claim 21, 23,
24 or 25, wherein the processor is configured to, after
the connection path with the first forwarding plane is
adjusted from the first-type path to the second-type
path, detect a duration from a moment when the terminal device stops information interaction of the second type of service after completing information interaction of the second type of service for the last
time till a present moment, and when the duration
exceeds a preset duration threshold, determine to
adjust the connection path between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane from the secondtype path to the first-type path.
27. The connection management device of any one of
claims 21-25, wherein the processor is configured to:

24. The connection management device of claim 19,
wherein
the processor is configured to, when the type of
service corresponding to the terminal device is
switched from a first type of service to a second
type of service, determine to adjust a connection
path between the terminal device and the first
forwarding plane from a first-type path to a second-type path,
wherein the first type of service is different from
the second type of service, the second type of
service is a type of service requiring local service
shunting, and the first type of service is a type
of service not requiring local service shunting.
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responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjusted from the first-type path
to the second-type path, select a corresponding
second forwarding plane for the terminal device,
send identification information of the second forwarding plane to the first forwarding plane as
information of a downlink tunnel of the first forwarding plane and send the identification information of the second forwarding plane to an AN
side as information of an uplink tunnel of the AN
side, so as to establish the second-type path
between the terminal device and the first forwarding plane through the second forwarding
plane; and
responsive to determining that the path between
the terminal device and the first forwarding plane
is required to be adjust from the second-type
path to the first-type path, notify identification
information corresponding to the AN to the first
forwarding plane and notify identification information of the first forwarding plane to the AN,
so as to establish the first-type path between the
terminal device and the first forwarding plane.
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28. A connection management device, comprising a
processor and a memory configured to store a computer program capable of running on the processor,
wherein the processor is configured to run the computer program to execute the steps of the method of
any one of claims 1-9.
29. A computer storage medium having stored thereon
computer-executable instructions that, when executed, implement the steps of the method of any one
of claims 1-9.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

22

42

EP 3 525 548 A1

23

EP 3 525 548 A1

24

EP 3 525 548 A1

25

EP 3 525 548 A1

26

EP 3 525 548 A1

27

EP 3 525 548 A1

28

EP 3 525 548 A1

29

EP 3 525 548 A1

30

EP 3 525 548 A1

31

EP 3 525 548 A1

32

EP 3 525 548 A1

33

EP 3 525 548 A1

34

EP 3 525 548 A1

35

EP 3 525 548 A1

36

EP 3 525 548 A1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

37

EP 3 525 548 A1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

38

EP 3 525 548 A1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description
•

CN 201610889291 [0001]

39

