
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

52
5 

39
7

A
1

TEPZZ¥5 5¥97A_T
(11) EP 3 525 397 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
14.08.2019 Bulletin 2019/33

(21) Application number: 17868232.4

(22) Date of filing: 27.10.2017

(51) Int Cl.:
H04L 12/24 (2006.01) H04L 12/911 (2013.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/CN2017/107963

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2018/082502 (11.05.2018 Gazette 2018/19)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(30) Priority: 03.11.2016 CN 201610974264

(71) Applicant: Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
Longgang District
Shenzhen, Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(72) Inventors:  
• SUN, Wenqi

Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

• YANG, Shuigen
Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

• LU, Wei
Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(74) Representative: Pfenning, Meinig & Partner mbB
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Theresienhöhe 11a
80339 München (DE)

(54) METHOD, DEVICE AND SYSTEM FOR MANAGING NETWORK SLICE INSTANCE

(57) Embodiments of this application provide a meth-
od, an apparatus, and a system for managing a network
slice instance, to improve efficiency of managing a net-
work slice instance. The method includes: receiving, by
a first network device, a network slice instance creation
request from a transmit end device, to request to create
a target network slice instance, where the network slice
instance creation request includes description informa-
tion of the target network slice instance; sending, by the
first network device, network function configuration indi-
cation information to a second network device based on

the description information, to instruct the second net-
work device to configure a network function of the target
network slice instance; receiving, by the first network de-
vice, network function configuration response informa-
tion sent by the second network device, to indicate that
the configuration of the network function of the target
network slice instance is completed; and sending, by the
first network device, network slice instance creation re-
sponse information to the transmit end device, to indicate
that the creation of the target network slice instance is
completed.
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Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. 201610974264.6, filed with the Chi-
nese Patent Office on November 3, 2016, and entitled
"METHOD, APPARATUS, AND SYSTEM FOR MANAG-
ING NETWORK SLICE INSTANCE", which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This application relates to the communications
field, and in particular, to a method, an apparatus, and a
system for managing a network slice instance.

BACKGROUND

[0003] With rapid development of mobile communica-
tions, future mobile communications systems need to
meet a wide variety of service requirements, such as en-
hanced mobile broadband, massive machine type com-
munications, and ultra-reliable and low latency commu-
nications. Therefore, the concept of network slicing is
proposed in a next generation mobile communications
system. A network slicing technology refers to logical ab-
straction of a network into one or more network slices.
Each network slice includes a series of logical network
functions, and one network slice can meet a connection
and communication service requirement of a particular
class or a use case. The next generation mobile commu-
nications system may include a large quantity of network
slices that satisfy different connection capabilities.
[0004] Although network function virtualization is a key
enabling technology for reducing implementation com-
plexity and costs of network slices, physical network el-
ements and virtualized network elements may coexist for
a long time and flexibly form network slices for the pur-
pose of reducing deployment costs and recouping invest-
ment. Therefore, to quickly and flexibly provide differen-
tiated communication requirements, operators need an
automated slicing operation and maintenance system
that can manage and orchestrate both a physical network
function and a virtualized network function. However, in
a network management architecture (for example, the
3rd Generation Partnership Project (3rd Generation Part-
nership Project, 3GPP) telecommunications network
management architecture) in the prior art, a network slice
cannot be flexibly managed or orchestrated.

SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of this application provide a
method, an apparatus, and a system for managing a net-
work slice instance, to manage a network slice instance.
[0006] According to a first aspect, a method for man-
aging a network slice instance is provided. The method
includes the following steps: receiving, by a first network
device, a network slice instance creation request from a

transmit end device, where the network slice instance
creation request is used to request to create a target net-
work slice instance, and the network slice instance cre-
ation request includes description information of the tar-
get network slice instance; sending, by the first network
device, network function configuration indication infor-
mation to a second network device based on the descrip-
tion information, where the network function configura-
tion indication information is used to instruct the second
network device to configure a network function of the
target network slice instance; receiving, by the first net-
work device, network function configuration response in-
formation sent by the second network device, where the
network function configuration response information in-
dicates that the configuration of the network function of
the target network slice instance is completed; and send-
ing, by the first network device, network slice instance
creation response information to the transmit end device,
where the network slice instance creation response in-
formation indicates that the creation of the target network
slice instance is completed.
[0007] In this embodiment of this application, the first
network device instructs the second network device to
configure the network function of the network slice in-
stance, to manage a process of creating the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0008] It should be understood that, the transmit end
may be an operator, a third-party client, an application
related to a service, or any entity that may send a request
to an NSM&O in a service provider domain. This is not
limited in this embodiment of this application.
[0009] In a possible implementation, the network func-
tion of the target network slice instance includes at least
one of the following network functions: a physical network
function and a virtualized network function.
[0010] In this embodiment of this application, the net-
work function included in the network slice instance may
be a physical network function, may be a virtualized net-
work function, or includes both a physical network func-
tion and a virtualized network function, so that the net-
work function of the network slice instance can be flexibly
orchestrated and managed as required.
[0011] In a possible implementation, when the network
function of the target network slice instance includes a
sharable network function, the network function config-
uration indication information includes an identifier of the
target network slice instance.
[0012] In a possible implementation, when the network
function of the target network slice instance includes a
sharable network function, the method further includes:
sending, by the first network device, a network resource
extension indication to a fourth network device, where
the network resource extension indication is used to in-
struct the fourth network device to allocate a network
resource to the shared network function of the target net-
work slice instance.
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[0013] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, re-
source reservation indication information to the fourth
network device, where the resource reservation indica-
tion information is used to instruct the fourth network de-
vice to reserve a network resource for the target network
slice instance.
[0014] In a possible implementation, when the network
function of the target network slice instance includes a
virtualized network function, the method further includes:
sending, by the first network device, a virtualized network
function creation request to a third network device, where
the virtualized network function creation request is used
to instruct the third network device to create the virtual-
ized network function of the target network slice instance;
and receiving, by the first network device, virtualized net-
work function creation response information sent by the
third network device, where the virtualized network func-
tion creation response information indicates that the cre-
ation of the virtualized network function of the target net-
work slice instance is completed.
[0015] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, a re-
source allocation request to the fourth network device,
where the resource allocation request is used to request
the fourth network device to allocate a network resource
corresponding to the virtualized network function to the
target network slice instance; and receiving, by the first
network device, resource allocation response informa-
tion sent by the fourth network device, where the resource
allocation response information is used to indicate that
the allocation of the network resource corresponding to
the virtualized network function of the target network slice
instance is completed.
[0016] In a possible implementation, after the receiv-
ing, by the first network device, resource allocation re-
sponse information sent by the fourth network device,
the method further includes: sending, by the first network
device, resource allocation acknowledgement informa-
tion to the third network device, where the resource al-
location acknowledgement information is used to indi-
cate that the allocation of the network resource corre-
sponding to the virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance is completed.
[0017] In a possible implementation, before the send-
ing, by the first network device, a resource allocation re-
quest to the fourth network device, the method further
includes: receiving, by the first network device, informa-
tion indicating allowed resource allocation and sent by
the third network device, where the information indicating
allowed resource allocation is used to indicate that the
third network device is allowed to allocate the network
resource corresponding to the virtualized network func-
tion to the target network slice instance.
[0018] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, net-
work function notification information to a fifth network
device, where the network function notification informa-

tion is used to indicate a network function to be configured
by the first network device.
[0019] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the first network device, net-
work function response information sent by the fifth net-
work device, where the network function response infor-
mation is used to indicate that the fifth network device
already determines the network function to be configured
by the first network device.
[0020] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, net-
work function query information to the fifth network de-
vice, where the network function query information is
used to request to query for a network function that is
already generated by the fifth network device; and re-
ceiving, by the first network device, network function
feedback information sent by the fifth network device,
where the network function feedback information is used
to indicate the network function that is already generated
by the fifth network device.
[0021] In a possible implementation, the description in-
formation includes at least one of the following informa-
tion: description information of a service requirement of
the target network slice instance and configuration pa-
rameter information of a network slice template of the
target network slice instance.
[0022] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, validity
check information to a storage device, where the validity
check information is used to request to query whether
the network slice instance creation request is valid; re-
ceiving, by the first network device, validity check re-
sponse information sent by the storage device, where
the validity check response information is used to indicate
whether the network slice instance creation request is
valid; and the sending, by the first network device, net-
work function configuration indication information to a
second network device based on the description infor-
mation includes: when the validity check response infor-
mation indicates that the network slice instance creation
request is valid, sending, by the first network device, the
network function configuration indication information to
the second network device based on the description in-
formation.
[0023] In a possible implementation, after the receiv-
ing, by the first network device, network function config-
uration response information sent by the second network
device, the method further includes: sending, by the first
network device, a network slice instance activation indi-
cation to the storage device, where the target network
slice instance is set to an active state based on the net-
work slice instance activation indication.
[0024] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, a net-
work function port activation indication to the second net-
work device, where the network function port activation
indication is used to activate a port for the network func-
tion of the target network slice instance.
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[0025] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the first network device, a net-
work slice instance update indication to the storage de-
vice, where the network slice instance update indication
is used to instruct to store the parameter information of
the target network slice instance into the storage device.
[0026] According to a second aspect, another method
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
method includes: receiving, by a second network device,
network slice configuration information sent by a first net-
work device, where the network slice configuration infor-
mation is used to instruct the second network device to
configure a network function of a target network slice;
and sending, by the second network device, network slice
configuration response information to the first network
device, where the network slice configuration response
information indicates that the configuration of the network
function corresponding to the target network slice is com-
pleted.
[0027] In this embodiment of this application, the sec-
ond network device receives an indication of the first net-
work device and configures the network function of the
network slice instance, to manage a process of creating
the network slice instance, thereby automatically creat-
ing the network slice instance, and improving efficiency
of managing the network slice instance.
[0028] In a possible implementation, the network func-
tion of the target network slice includes at least one of
the following network functions: a physical network func-
tion and a virtualized network function.
[0029] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the second network device,
a network function port activation indication sent by the
first network device, where the network function port ac-
tivation indication is used to instruct to activate a port for
the network function of the target network slice instance.
[0030] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the second network device,
a virtualized network function addition request sent by a
third network device, where the virtualized network func-
tion addition request is used to request to add the virtu-
alized network function of the target network slice in-
stance.
[0031] According to a third aspect, a method for man-
aging a network slice instance is provided. The method
includes: receiving, by a third network device, a virtual-
ized network function creation request sent by a first net-
work device, where the virtualized network function cre-
ation request is used to instruct the third network device
to create a virtualized network function of a target network
slice instance; and sending, by the third network device,
virtualized network function creation response informa-
tion to the first network device, where the virtualized net-
work function creation response information indicates
that the creation of the virtualized network function of the
target network slice instance is completed.
[0032] In this embodiment of this application, the third
network device receives an indication of the first network

device, to manage a process of creating the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0033] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: sending, by the third network device to the
first network device, information indicating allowed re-
source allocation, where the information indicating al-
lowed resource allocation is used to indicate that the third
network device is allowed to allocate a network resource
corresponding to the virtualized network function to the
target network slice.
[0034] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the third network device, re-
source allocation acknowledgement information sent by
the first network device, where the resource allocation
acknowledgement information is used to indicate that the
allocation of the network resource of the virtualized net-
work function of the target network slice instance is com-
pleted.
[0035] In a possible implementation, after the receiv-
ing, by the third network device, resource allocation ac-
knowledgement information sent by the first network de-
vice, the method further includes: sending, by the third
network device, a virtualized network function addition
request to a second network device, where the virtualized
network function addition request is used to request to
add the virtualized network function of the target network
slice instance.
[0036] According to a fourth aspect, another method
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
method includes: receiving, by a fourth network device,
a resource allocation request sent by a first network de-
vice, where the resource allocation request is used to
request the fourth network device to allocate a network
resource corresponding to a virtualized network function
to the target network slice instance; and sending, by the
fourth network device, resource allocation response in-
formation to the first network device, where the resource
allocation response information is used to indicate that
the allocation of the network resource corresponding to
the virtualized network function of the target network slice
instance is completed.
[0037] In this embodiment of this application, the fourth
network device receives an indication of the first network
device, to manage a process of creating the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0038] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the fourth network device, a
network resource extension indication sent by the first
network device, where the network resource extension
indication is used to instruct the fourth network device to
allocate a network resource to a shared network function
of the target network slice instance.
[0039] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the fourth network device,
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resource reservation indication information sent by the
first network device, where the resource reservation in-
dication information is used to instruct the fourth network
device to reserve a network resource for the target net-
work slice instance.
[0040] According to a fifth aspect, another method for
managing a network slice instance is provided. The meth-
od includes: receiving, by a fifth network device, network
function notification information sent by a first network
device, where the network function notification informa-
tion is used to indicate a network function to be configured
by the first network device; and sending, by the fifth net-
work device, network function response information to
the first network device, where the network function re-
sponse information is used to acknowledge that the fifth
network device already determines the network function
to be configured by the first network device.
[0041] In this embodiment of this application, the fifth
network device receives an indication of the first network
device, to manage a process of creating a network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0042] In a possible implementation, the method fur-
ther includes: receiving, by the fifth network device, net-
work function query information sent by the first network
device, where the network function query information is
used to request to query for a network function that is
already generated by the fifth network device; and send-
ing, by the fifth network device, network function feed-
back information to the first network device, where the
network function feedback information is used to indicate
the network function that is already generated by the fifth
network device.
[0043] According to a sixth aspect, an apparatus for
managing a network slice instance is provided. The ap-
paratus is configured to perform the method according
to any one of the first aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the first aspect. Specifically, the apparatus in-
cludes units configured to perform the method according
to any one of the first aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the first aspect.
[0044] According to a seventh aspect, another appa-
ratus for managing a network slice instance is provided.
The apparatus is configured to perform the method ac-
cording to any one of the second aspect or the possible
implementations of the second aspect. Specifically, the
apparatus includes units configured to perform the meth-
od according to any one of the second aspect or the pos-
sible implementations of the second aspect.
[0045] According to an eighth aspect, another appara-
tus for managing a network slice instance is provided.
The apparatus is configured to perform the method ac-
cording to any one of the third aspect or the possible
implementations of the third aspect. Specifically, the ap-
paratus includes units configured to perform the method
according to any one of the third aspect or the possible
implementations of the third aspect.

[0046] According to a ninth aspect, another apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus is configured to perform the method according
to any one of the fourth aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the fourth aspect. Specifically, the apparatus
includes units configured to perform the method accord-
ing to any one of the fourth aspect or the possible imple-
mentations of the fourth aspect.
[0047] According to a tenth aspect, another apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus is configured to perform the method according
to any one of the fifth aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the fifth aspect. Specifically, the apparatus in-
cludes units configured to perform the method according
to any one of the fifth aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the fifth aspect.
[0048] According to an eleventh aspect, an apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus includes a communications interface, a mem-
ory, a processor, and a bus system. The communications
interface, the memory, and the processor are connected
to each other by using the bus system. The memory is
configured to store an instruction. The processor is con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
to control the communications interface to receive a sig-
nal and/or send a signal. Additionally, when the proces-
sor executes the instruction stored in the memory, the
execution enables the processor to perform the method
according to any one of the first aspect or the possible
implementations of the first aspect.
[0049] According to a twelfth aspect, an apparatus for
managing a network slice instance is provided. The ap-
paratus includes a communications interface, a memory,
a processor, and a bus system. The communications in-
terface, the memory, and the processor are connected
to each other by using the bus system. The memory is
configured to store an instruction. The processor is con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
to control the communications interface to receive a sig-
nal and/or send a signal. Additionally, when the proces-
sor executes the instruction stored in the memory, the
execution enables the processor to perform the method
according to any one of the second aspect or the possible
implementations of the second aspect.
[0050] According to a thirteenth aspect, an apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus includes a communications interface, a mem-
ory, a processor, and a bus system. The communications
interface, the memory, and the processor are connected
to each other by using the bus system. The memory is
configured to store an instruction. The processor is con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
to control the communications interface to receive a sig-
nal and/or send a signal. Additionally, when the proces-
sor executes the instruction stored in the memory, the
execution enables the processor to perform the method
according to any one of the third aspect or the possible
implementations of the third aspect.
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[0051] According to a fourteenth aspect, an apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus includes a communications interface, a mem-
ory, a processor, and a bus system. The communications
interface, the memory, and the processor are connected
to each other by using the bus system. The memory is
configured to store an instruction. The processor is con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
to control the communications interface to receive a sig-
nal and/or send a signal. Additionally, when the proces-
sor executes the instruction stored in the memory, the
execution enables the processor to perform the method
according to any one of the fourth aspect or the possible
implementations of the fourth aspect.
[0052] According to a fifteenth aspect, an apparatus
for managing a network slice instance is provided. The
apparatus includes a communications interface, a mem-
ory, a processor, and a bus system. The communications
interface, the memory, and the processor are connected
to each other by using the bus system. The memory is
configured to store an instruction. The processor is con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
to control the communications interface to receive a sig-
nal and/or send a signal. Additionally, when the proces-
sor executes the instruction stored in the memory, the
execution enables the processor to perform the method
according to any one of the fifth aspect or the possible
implementations of the fifth aspect.
[0053] According to a sixteenth aspect, a system for
managing a network slice instance is provided. The sys-
tem includes the apparatus according to any one of the
sixth aspect or the possible implementations of the sixth
aspect, the apparatus according to any one of the sev-
enth aspect or the possible implementations of the sev-
enth aspect, the apparatus according to any one of the
eighth aspect or the possible implementations of the
eighth aspect, the apparatus according to any one of the
ninth aspect or the possible implementations of the ninth
aspect, and the apparatus according to any one of the
tenth aspect or the possible implementations of the tenth
aspect; or
the system includes the apparatus according to any one
of the eleventh aspect or the possible implementations
of the eleventh aspect, the apparatus according to any
one of the twelfth aspect or the possible implementations
of the twelfth aspect, the apparatus according to any one
of the thirteenth aspect or the possible implementations
of the thirteenth aspect, the apparatus according to any
one of the fourteenth aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the fourteenth aspect, and the apparatus ac-
cording to any one of the fifteenth aspect or the possible
implementations of the fifteenth aspect.
[0054] According to a seventeenth aspect, a computer-
readable medium is provided. The computer-readable
medium is configured to store a computer program. The
computer program includes an instruction for performing
the method according to any one of the first aspect or
the possible implementations of the first aspect.

[0055] According to an eighteenth aspect, a computer-
readable medium is provided. The computer-readable
medium is configured to store a computer program. The
computer program includes an instruction for performing
the method according to any one of the second aspect
or the possible implementations of the second aspect.
[0056] According to a nineteenth aspect, a computer-
readable medium is provided. The computer-readable
medium is configured to store a computer program. The
computer program includes an instruction for performing
the method according to any one of the third aspect or
the possible implementations of the third aspect.
[0057] According to a twentieth aspect, a computer-
readable medium is provided. The computer-readable
medium is configured to store a computer program. The
computer program includes an instruction for performing
the method according to any one of the fourth aspect or
the possible implementations of the fourth aspect.
[0058] According to a twenty-first aspect, a computer-
readable medium is provided. The computer-readable
medium is configured to store a computer program. The
computer program includes an instruction for performing
the method according to any one of the fourth aspect or
the possible implementations of the fourth aspect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0059]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a network manage-
ment architecture according to an embodiment of
this application;
FIG. 2 is an architectural diagram of an NSM&O ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a network manage-
ment architecture to which an embodiment of this
application is applied;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of another network
management architecture to which an embodiment
of this application is applied;
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of another network
management architecture to which an embodiment
of this application is applied;
FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of another network
management architecture to which an embodiment
of this application is applied;
FIG. 7 is a schematic flowchart of a method for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an em-
bodiment of this application;
FIG. 8 is a schematic flowchart of another method
for managing a network slice instance according to
an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 9 is a schematic flowchart of another method
for managing a network slice instance according to
an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 10 is a schematic flowchart of another method
for managing a network slice instance according to
an embodiment of this application;
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FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B are a schematic flowchart of
another method for managing a network slice in-
stance according to an embodiment of this applica-
tion;
FIG. 12 is a diagram of a hierarchy of an NSM&O
according to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 13 is a schematic flowchart of application to an
NSM&O according to an embodiment of this appli-
cation;
FIG. 14 is a schematic block diagram of an apparatus
for managing a network slice instance according to
an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 15 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 16 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 17 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 18 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 19 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 20 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 21 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 22 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application; and
FIG. 23 is a schematic block diagram of another ap-
paratus for managing a network slice instance ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0060] The following describes the technical solutions
in the embodiments of this application with reference to
the accompanying drawings in the embodiments of this
application.
[0061] It should be understood that, the technical so-
lutions of the embodiments of this application may be
applied to various communications systems, such as a
Global System for Mobile Communications (Global Sys-
tem of Mobile communication, GSM), a Code Division
Multiple Access (Code Division Multiple Access, CDMA)
system, a Wideband Code Division Multiple Access
(Wideband Code Division Multiple Access, WCDMA)
system, a general packet radio service (General Packet
Radio Service, GPRS) system, a Long Term Evolution
(Long Term Evolution, LTE) system, an LTE frequency
division duplex (Frequency Division Duplex, FDD) sys-

tem, an LTE time division duplex (Time Division Duplex,
TDD), Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(Universal Mobile Telecommunications System, UMTS),
or a Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access
(Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access,
WiMAX) communications system.
[0062] The embodiments of this application relate to a
network slicing technology, which is used to logically ab-
stract a network into one or more network slices. Each
network slice includes a series of logical network func-
tions, to specifically meet differentiated requirements of
different service types. For example, in a 5th Generation
mobile communications (The 5th Generation, 5G) net-
work, as an on-demand networking mode, network slic-
ing provides an operator with a new service that can be
adjusted based on a changing user requirement and that
can quickly meet a novel application requirement.
[0063] The network slicing technology is used to ab-
stract a 5G network physical infrastructure resource into
a plurality of network slices based on a scenario require-
ment. Customized tailoring of a network function as well
as orchestration and management of the corresponding
network function are performed on each network slice
based on a requirement of a service scenario and a serv-
ice model. One network slice may be considered as an
instantiated 5G network. Such a network structure allows
an operator to provide a network as a service to a user,
and can freely combine physical networks based on in-
dicators such as a rate, a capacity, coverage, latency,
reliability, security, and availability, to meet different user
requirements.
[0064] It should be noted that, the terms such as "net-
work management architecture", "network system", and
"system" in this specification may be used interchange-
ably. For ease of understanding, some terms in this spec-
ification are described first:
[0065] Network slicing: The concept network slicing re-
fers to customization of different logical networks on
physical or virtual network infrastructure based on differ-
ent service requirements.
[0066] A network slice instance is a real running logical
network.
[0067] A network slice template is a manner of gener-
ating a network slice instance, and is used to provide a
reference for generating a network slice instance. The
network slice template specifies how the network slice
instance should be generated. For example, the network
slicing module may indicate network functions included
in a network slice and a key performance indicator (Key
Performance Indicators, KPI) indicator that should be
reached.
[0068] A network function is a processing function in a
network, and defines a functional behavior and an inter-
face. The network function may be used as dedicated
hardware, may be implemented by running software on
dedicated hardware, or may be implemented in a form
of a virtual function on a universal hardware platform.
Therefore, from a perspective of implementation, net-
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work functions may be classified into a physical network
function and a virtualized network function. From a per-
spective of use, network functions may be classified into
a dedicated network function and a shared network func-
tion. Specifically, for a plurality of network slice instances,
different network functions can be used independently,
and such a network function is referred to as a dedicated
network function; or a same network function may be
shared, and such a network function is referred to as a
shared network function.
[0069] For ease of understanding the embodiments of
this application, a network management architecture in
FIG. 1 is described first. FIG. 1 shows a network man-
agement architecture 100. In an example, the network
management architecture 100 in FIG. 1 may be a 3GPP
public land mobile network (Public Land Mobile Network,
PLMN) network management architecture integrated
with a network functions virtualization (Network function
virtualized, NFV) management and orchestration (Man-
agement and orchestration, MANO) module. Specifical-
ly, the network management architecture 100 includes
both a module for managing a physical network function
and a module for managing a virtualized network func-
tion. The modules in the network management architec-
ture 100 are described one by one below.
[0070] A physical network function (Physical network
function, PNF) module is a physical device providing a
fixed network function. For example, the physical network
function module may be a network element (Network el-
ement, NE), namely, a physical network element in a
conventional 3GPP network management architecture.
For example, the NE may be a base station, a mobility
management entity (Mobility management entity, MME),
or a serving gateway (Serving Gateway, "SGW" for
short).
[0071] A virtualized network function (Virtualized net-
work function, VNF) module may be a smallest virtual
unit that can be monitored and managed in the network
management architecture. There is a communications
interface between the VFN and an NFVI module de-
scribed below. The VNF module may create a virtualized
network function and perform some parameter configu-
ration based on the NFVI, to implement a network func-
tion.
[0072] An element manager (Element manager, EM)
is a network module configured to manage a network
element. The EM may be configured to manage a phys-
ical network function (namely, the PNF module), and may
also be configured to manage a virtualized network func-
tion (namely, the VNF module). The network manage-
ment architecture may include one EM module, or may
include a plurality of EM modules. When there are a plu-
rality of EM modules, each of the plurality of EM modules
is configured to manage a corresponding virtualized net-
work function or physical network function, or a single
EM module may manage both a corresponding virtual-
ized network function and physical network function.
[0073] A domain manager (Domain manager, DM) is

a management system module that is one level larger
than a management scope of the EM. The DM may man-
age one or more EMs. For example, the DM may be a
management system of a vendor.
[0074] It should be noted that, the EM and the DM have
different definitions. The EM directly manages a same
type of network devices, for example, a series of base
stations. The DM manages a network device belonging
to an operator (vendor), and provides a domain manage-
ment function. The DM manages a larger scope than the
EM. Usually, an EM device is configured to configure a
network function. However, a possibility that the DM per-
forms a procedure performed by the EM is not excluded
in the embodiments of this application.
[0075] A network manager (Network manager, NM) is
a management module at a network level, and mainly
provides a network management function, a function re-
lated to exchange between management devices, and
the like. For example, the NM may be responsible for
distribution, configuration, control, and monitoring of net-
work resources. The NM is supported by the EM or the
DM.
[0076] A network function virtualized infrastructure
(Network function virtualized infrastructure, NFVI) mod-
ule is configured to deploy a virtualized network function
(namely, a VNF) and may be a set of running environment
including software and hardware, including a virtual layer,
an abstract hardware resource, and the like.
[0077] An interface exists between an NFV-MANO
system module and the NFVI module, the VNF module,
the EM module, and the NM module, to manage a virtu-
alized network function at the network level. The NFV-
MANO system module includes the following three mod-
ules:

a network function virtualization orchestrator (Net-
work function virtualization orchestrator, NFVO)
module, configured to manage a network service and
a lifecycle of a VNF, and optimize a network resource
from a global perspective of the NFVI;
a virtualized network function management module
(Virtualized network function manager, VNFM) mod-
ule, configured to manage the VNF module at the
network level; and
a virtualized infrastructure manager (Virtualized in-
frastructure manager, VIM), having an interface with
the NFVI and the VNF, and configured to manage
allocation of computing, storage, and network re-
sources of the NFVI.

[0078] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions of the network management architecture 100 that,
although a physical network function and a virtualized
network function can be managed in the network man-
agement architecture 100, a network slice cannot be
managed or orchestrated in the network management
architecture 100. Therefore, the network management
architecture 100 cannot meet an application requirement
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of the network slicing technology in a future communica-
tions system, that is, a network slice cannot be flexibly
managed or orchestrated.
[0079] To reduce deployment costs and the like, the
physical network element and the virtualized network el-
ement may coexist for a long time and flexibly form a
network slice. Therefore, a network management system
is required, to orchestrate and manage physical and vir-
tual network functions or network resources, to apply a
network slice.
[0080] The embodiments of this application provide a
method, an apparatus, and a system for managing a net-
work slice instance. The core idea of the embodiments
of this application is to introduce a network slice manager
and orchestrator (Network slice manager and orchestra-
tor, NSM&O) module to a network management archi-
tecture, and manage a process of creating a network
slice instance by using the NSM&O module, thereby au-
tomatically creating the network slice instance and im-
proving efficiency of managing the network slice in-
stance.
[0081] The network management architecture in the
embodiments of this application is described below. In
the embodiments of this application, based on an existing
network management architecture, an NSM&O module
is introduced. A schematic structural diagram of the
NSM&O module is shown in FIG. 2, and main functions
of the NSM&O module include:

service transformation: receiving, through an inter-
face (which, for example, may be an application pro-
gramming interface (Application Programming Inter-
face, API)), service description information sent by
a transmit end device, and transforming the service
description information into a requirement for a net-
work;
network slice design: describing the composition of
a network slice based on a result of the service trans-
formation, which, for example, may be design of a
network slice template (Network Slice Descriptor,
NSLD);
a network slice management policy: designing a
management policy for a network slice, which, for
example, may be a policy such as network slice in-
stantiation, network slice scaling, network slice up-
date, network slice termination, and network slice
deletion;
network slice orchestration: used to specifically de-
termine a network function included in a network
slice instance and a used network resource; and
monitoring: used to monitor and report a status pa-
rameter of a network slice instance, where, for ex-
ample, a key performance indicator (Key Perform-
ance Indicators, KPI) parameter of the network slice
instance may be monitored.

[0082] The transmit end device may also be referred
to as a sender (English). The transmit end device is a

device that sends a request to the NSM&O module. For
example, the transmit end device may be an operator, a
third-party client, an application related to a communica-
tions service, or any physical device that may send a
request to the NSM&O module.
[0083] Optionally, the network management architec-
ture in the embodiments of this application may further
include a storage device. The storage device may be
configured to record information about a network slice
instance that is already generated.
[0084] To better understand the network management
architecture in the embodiments of this application, spe-
cific examples of the network management architecture
in the embodiments of this application are described be-
low with reference to FIG. 3 to FIG. 6. A person skilled
in the art can understand that the examples in FIG. 3 to
FIG. 6 are merely intended to help a person skilled in the
art understand the embodiments of this application, rath-
er than limit the embodiments of this application to illus-
trated specific values or specific scenarios. A person
skilled in the art apparently can make various equivalent
modifications or changes based on the examples provid-
ed in FIG. 3 to FIG. 6, and such modifications or changes
also fall within the scope of the embodiments of this ap-
plication.
[0085] Four network management architectures in the
embodiments of this application are respectively de-
scribed in FIG. 3 to FIG. 6. The four network management
architectures each include an NSM&O module. For ease
of distinguishing, the network management architectures
in FIG. 3 to FIG. 6 are referred to as a first network man-
agement architecture, a second network management
architecture, a third network management architecture,
and a fourth network management architecture below.
[0086] FIG. 3 is a schematic structural diagram of the
first network management architecture. As shown in FIG.
3, the first network management architecture is a network
management architecture enhanced and modified based
on the network management architecture 100. The first
network management architecture does not include an
NM module, but instead, the NSM&O module performs
a function performed by the NM module in the network
management architecture 100. In other words, in addition
to the function shown in FIG. 2, the NSM&O module may
further include all functions of the NM module. The
NSM&O module may interact with an EM through a com-
munications interface, to manage a network function cor-
responding to a network slice instance. Management of
the network function includes management of a PNF
module and a VNF module. The NSM&O module may
further receive status information of the VNF module from
an NFVO module through the communications interface,
and send an instruction to the NFVO through the com-
munications interface.
[0087] For the first network management architecture,
the NSM&O module can directly manage a physical net-
work function, and can orchestrate and manage a re-
source of an NFVI module and generate a VNF by using
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the NFVO module.
[0088] FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of the
second network management architecture according to
an embodiment of this application. As shown in FIG. 4,
the second network management architecture is also a
network management architecture enhanced and modi-
fied based on the network management architecture 100.
A difference between the second network management
architecture and the first network management architec-
ture lies in that: the second network management archi-
tecture does not include an entity of an NFVO module.
A function of the NFVO module is implemented by an
NSM&O module. In other words, a function of the
NSM&O module further includes orchestration and man-
agement of a virtual network resource and management
of a lifecycle of a VNF. There is a communications inter-
face between the NSM&O module and a VNFM module,
and in FIG. 4, the interface may be referred to as an NG1
interface. There is a communications interface between
the NSM&O module and a VIM module, and in FIG. 4,
the interface may be referred to as an NG2 interface.
[0089] The NSM&O module and the VNFM module
may perform the following interaction through the NG1
interface: NFVI resource authorization, reservation, allo-
cation, release, and the like for supporting a VNF; que-
rying for information about a running status, for example,
querying for a VNF instance; VNF initialization, update,
scaling, termination, and the like; and transmitting an
event, status information, and the like related to the VNF.
[0090] The NSM&O module and the VIM module may
perform the following interaction through the NG2 inter-
face: NFVI resource reservation, allocation, release, and
the like; VNF software image (image) addition, deletion,
update, and the like; and transmitting configuration infor-
mation, an event, a measurement result, an upgrade
record, and the like related to NFVI.
[0091] For the second network management architec-
ture, in addition to directly managing a physical network
function, the NSM&O module can further manage a vir-
tualized network function and a lifecycle of a VNF, to
uniformly manage and orchestrate physical and virtual
network resources and functions. This is advantageous
to optimize resources from a global perspective.
[0092] FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of the
third network management architecture according to an
embodiment of this application. As shown in FIG. 5, an
NM module is maintained in the third network manage-
ment architecture, and an NSM&O module and the NM
module are independent of each other. Additionally, there
is a communications interface between the NSM&O mod-
ule and the NM module, and in FIG. 5, the communica-
tions interface may be referred to as an NG3 interface.
There is also a communications interface between the
NSM&O module and an NFVO module, and in FIG. 5,
the communications interface may be referred to as an
NG4 interface. There is also a communications interface
between the NSM&O module and an EM module, and in
FIG. 5, the communications interface may be referred to

as an NG5 interface.
[0093] The NSM&O module and the NM module may
perform the following interaction through the NG3 inter-
face: transmitting negotiation information between the
NSM&O module and the NM module, for example, que-
rying, by the NSM&O module, for a VNF that is already
generated by the NM module; feeding back, by the NM
module, information about the VNF that is already gen-
erated to the NSM&O module, and determining that the
NSM&O module is allowed to modify the information
about the VNF; notifying, by the NSM&O module, the NM
module of PNFs/VNFs to be modified; and notifying, by
the NSM&O module, the NM module of specific modifi-
cation content for the PNF/the VNF.
[0094] The NSM&O module and the NFVO module
may perform the following interaction through the NG4
interface: participating, by the NSM&O module through
the NG4 interface, in management of a lifecycle of a VNF,
for example, instructing the NFVO module to generate,
update, or delete a VNF; querying, by the NSM&O mod-
ule, the NFVO module for VNF and NFVI running infor-
mation; feeding back, by the NFVO module, the VNF and
NFVI running information to the NSM&O module; per-
forming policy management, where the NSM&O module
may send a policy to the NFVO module, to specify a re-
quirement for VNF deployment; and managing, by the
NSM&O module, a VNF package (package) through the
NG4 interface.
[0095] The NSM&O module and the EM module may
perform the following interaction through the NG5 inter-
face: communicating, by the NSM&O module, with the
EM module through the NG5 interface, to manage a PNF
and a VNF (if the EM supports management of a VNF).
[0096] For the third network management architecture,
the NSM&O module uses a new communications inter-
face to interact with each physical module in the third
network management architecture. The NSM&O module
may orchestrate and manage a virtual resource by using
the NFVO module and participate in management of a
lifecycle of a VNF. The NSM&O module and the NM mod-
ule both can directly manage a PNF. Additionally, the
NSM&O module and the NM module both can manage
a VNF by using the NFVO module or the EM module.
Therefore, for management of a PNF and a VNF, the
NSM&O module and the NM module may perform coor-
dination through communication.
[0097] FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of the
fourth network management architecture according to an
embodiment of this application. As shown in FIG. 6, an
NM module is also maintained in the fourth network man-
agement architecture. An NSM&O module and the NM
module are also independent of each other. A difference
between the fourth network management architecture
and the third network management architecture lies in
that: the fourth network management architecture does
not include an entity of an NFVO module. A function of
the NFVO module is implemented by the NSM&O mod-
ule. In other words, a function of the NSM&O module
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further includes orchestration and management of a vir-
tual network resource and management of a lifecycle of
a VNF. There is a communications interface between the
NSM&O module and a VNFM module, and in FIG. 6, the
communications interface may be referred to as an NG1
interface. There is a communications interface between
the NSM&O module and a VIM module, and in FIG. 6,
the communications interface may be referred to as an
NG2 interface. There is a communications interface be-
tween the NSM&O module and an EM module, and in
FIG. 6, the communications interface may be referred to
as an NG5 interface. For specific functions of the NG1
interface, the NG2 interface, and the NG5 interface, refer
to same or similar content in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. For brev-
ity, details are not described herein again.
[0098] For the fourth network management architec-
ture, the NSM&O module uses a new communications
interface to interact with each physical module in the
fourth network management architecture. The NSM&O
module may orchestrate and manage a virtual resource
by using the NFVO module and participate in manage-
ment of a lifecycle of a VNF. The NSM&O module and
the NM module both can directly manage a PNF. There-
fore, for management of a PNF, the NSM&O module and
the NM module may perform coordination through com-
munication. Additionally, because the NSM&O module
is integrated with a function of an NSFO module, the
NSM&O module can further directly orchestrate and
manage a network resource and participate in manage-
ment of a lifecycle of a VNF. The NM module does not
manage a virtual network resource and a VNF.
[0099] The network management architectures in the
embodiments of the present invention are described
above with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 6. A method for
managing a network slice instance in an embodiment of
this application is described below with reference to the
drawings. The method for managing a network slice in-
stance is applicable to the first network management ar-
chitecture to the fourth network management architec-
ture in the embodiments of this application. Alternatively,
the method for managing a network slice instance is ap-
plicable to another similar network management archi-
tecture. This is not limited in the embodiments of this
application. In the following method for managing a net-
work slice instance, a first network device may be the
NSM&O module in the network management architec-
tures in the embodiments of this application, a second
network device may be the EM module in the network
management architectures, a third network device may
be the VNFM module or the NFVO module in the network
management architectures, a fourth network device may
be the VIM module in the network management archi-
tectures, and a fifth network device may be the NM mod-
ule in the network management architectures. Alterna-
tively, the first network device to the fifth network device
may be other physical apparatuses having correspond-
ing functions in the network management architectures.
This is not limited in the embodiments of this application.

[0100] FIG. 7 shows a method 700 for managing a net-
work slice instance according to an embodiment of this
application. The method 700 includes the following steps.
[0101] S701. A first network device receives a network
slice instance creation request from a transmit end de-
vice, where the network slice instance creation request
is used to request to create a target network slice in-
stance, and the network slice instance creation request
includes description information of the target network
slice instance.
[0102] Optionally, after receiving the network slice in-
stance creation request, a network slice corresponding
to the target network slice instance needs to be designed
based on the description information of the target network
slice instance. The network slice may be designed in at
least two manners. In one manner, a network slice tem-
plate may be preset, and the network slice template may
be designed based on different service types. In other
words, there may be a plurality of network slice templates
for a plurality of service types. The first network device
may determine a corresponding network slice template
and a configuration parameter of the network slice tem-
plate based on the description information of the network
slice instance. Alternatively, the first network device may
make a modification based on the network slice template
based on the description information of the network slice
instance, to design a network function of the network slice
corresponding to the network slice instance. In another
manner of designing the network slice, a network slice
template may not be preset, and the first network device
directly designs a network function of the network slice
based on the description information of the network slice
instance.
[0103] Optionally, the description information may in-
clude at least one of the following information: description
information of a service requirement of the target network
slice instance and configuration parameter information
of a network slice template of the target network slice
instance.
[0104] When the description information of the target
network slice instance is the description information of
the service requirement, the first network device may
transform the description information of the target net-
work slice instance into a requirement of the target net-
work slice instance for a network based on the description
information of the service requirement, and design the
network slice based on the requirement for the network,
for example, directly describe the composition of the tar-
get network slice instance, or determine, based on the
requirement for the network, the configuration parameter
information of the network slice template corresponding
to the target network slice instance. For example, the
description information of the service requirement may
be a mobile broadband (Mobile Broadband, MBB)/ultra-
reliable and low latency communications (Ultra-reliable
low-latency communication, URLLC)/machine type com-
munications (Machine Type communication, MTC) serv-
ice that meet a particular KPI requirement.
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[0105] When the description information of the target
network slice instance is the configuration parameter in-
formation of the network slice template, the configuration
parameter information of the network slice template may
be determined based on the description information of
the target network slice instance, to complete design of
the target network slice instance. The configuration pa-
rameter information of the network slice template may
be an input parameter of the network slice template. In
a specific example, for example, there is already a net-
work slice template of an MTC service in an NSM&O
module, and the transmit end device may describe re-
quired configuration parameter information of a network
slice instance of the MTC service in the description in-
formation in the network slice instance creation request
based on a target configurable parameter opened for a
network slice. For example, the configuration parameter
information may include information such as a quantity
of connections.
[0106] S702. The first network device sends network
function configuration indication information to a second
network device based on the description information,
where the network function configuration indication infor-
mation is used to instruct the second network device to
configure a network function of the target network slice
instance.
[0107] Optionally, the network function may include at
least one of a physical network function and a virtualized
network function.
[0108] In this embodiment of this application, the net-
work function included in the network slice instance may
be a physical network function, may be a virtualized net-
work function, or includes both a physical network func-
tion and a virtualized network function, so that the net-
work function of the network slice instance can be flexibly
orchestrated and managed as required. For example,
when the virtualized network function cannot support a
particular network function, a physical network element
may be selected to implement the network function.
[0109] Optionally, in this embodiment of this applica-
tion, the network function included in the network slice
instance may be a shared network function, or may be a
dedicated network function. The shared network function
is a network function that can be shared by a plurality of
network slice instances. The dedicated network function
may be a network function used by a separate network
slice instance. For example, a plurality of network slice
instances may be created, the plurality of network slice
instances may all use several shared network functions,
and each network slice instance may also include a ded-
icated network function that is used only by the network
slice instance.
[0110] Optionally, in this embodiment of this applica-
tion, there are a plurality of cases of configuring the net-
work slice instance. In the first case, the network function
of the network slice instance is a dedicated network func-
tion, and the network function is a physical network func-
tion. In the second case, the network function of the net-

work slice instance is a dedicated network function, and
the network function is a virtualized network function. In
the third case, the network function of the network slice
instance may be a sharable network function. The shara-
ble network function means that the network function can
be shared by a plurality of network slice instances. There
are two cases for the sharable network function: In one
case, the network function is currently shared by the plu-
rality of network slice instances, and in the other case,
only one network slice instance is currently used, that is,
the network function currently is still a dedicated network
function, but may be shared by another network slice
instance in the future. The sharable network function may
be a physical network function or may be a virtualized
network function.
[0111] In the third case, there are further two branches.
In the first branch, the sharable network function does
not start to be run. In the second branch, the sharable
network function already starts to be run. In other words,
the sharable network function is already used by another
network slice instance. Processes of configuring the net-
work slice instance for the three cases are described be-
low.
[0112] In the first case, that is, the network function
includes a dedicated physical network function, because
a PNF module is a physical network element, the PNF
module is a module that actually exists, and there is no
concept of generating a PNF module, the second network
device only needs to configure the physical network func-
tion of the target network slice instance, to enable the
configured physical network function to serve the target
network slice instance.
[0113] In the second case, that is, the network function
includes a dedicated virtualized network function, be-
cause a VNF module is a module for performing the vir-
tualized network function, the first network device needs
to determine whether a VNF module corresponding to
the target network slice instance is already created or
generated. In this embodiment of this application, a third
network device module is responsible for creating or gen-
erating the VNF module. When the VNF module is al-
ready generated, the first network device may directly
instruct the second network device to configure a corre-
sponding virtualized network function for the VNF mod-
ule. When the VNF module is not generated, the first
network device may instruct the third network device to
generate the VNF module, and then instruct the second
network device to configure a corresponding virtualized
network function for the generated VNF module.
[0114] In the first branch in the third case, that is, the
sharable network function does not start to be run, or the
shared network function is not configured, the first net-
work device may instruct the second network device to
configure the shared network function. The shared net-
work function may be a physical network function or a
virtualized network function. A manner of configuring the
shared network function is the same as or similar to the
foregoing manner of configuring the dedicated network
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function. For example, for a shared virtualized network
function that is not generated, a new virtualized network
function may be created, to support a new network slice
instance.
[0115] It should be understood that, because the
shared network function currently serves only the newly
created network slice instance, and is not shared by an-
other network slice instance, the current shared network
function is similar to a dedicated network function, and
serves only a single network slice instance. However,
the shared network function may be shared by the an-
other network slice instance in the future. That is, the
shared network function may be configured in the future,
to enable the shared network function to also serve the
another network slice instance. For example, the config-
ured shared network function may be identified, and the
identification is used to indicate that the shared network
function currently serves the target network slice in-
stance, but the network function may be shared with the
another network slice instance in the future.
[0116] In the second branch in the third case, that is,
the sharable network function already starts to be run, or
the sharable network function is already used by another
network slice instance, the first network device needs to
instruct the second network device to configure the
shared network function, so that the target network slice
instance can share the network function with the another
network slice instance. Optionally, the sharable network
function that is currently run is a network function that is
already used by one network slice instance, or may be
a function that is already used by a plurality of network
slice instances. When the sharable network function is a
network function that is already used by one network slice
instance, the sharable network function may be a dedi-
cated network function in an initial state, and the dedi-
cated network function may be reconfigured as a shared
network function. Optionally, the first network device may
interact with the third network device and a fourth network
device, to configure the shared network function in a co-
ordinated manner.
[0117] For example, when a plurality of network slice
instances share a network resource, a network resource
corresponding to the shared network function may need
to be extended, to support a newly generated network
slice instance. Therefore, the first network device may
send a network resource extension indication to the
fourth network device. The network resource extension
indication is used to instruct the fourth network device to
allocate a network resource to the shared network func-
tion of the target network slice instance.
[0118] Optionally, the network function configuration
indication information includes configuration information
required for configuring the network function of the target
network slice instance. For example, the configuration
information may include, but is not limited to: a related
parameter of the network slice instance, an identifier of
the network slice instance, a type of the network slice
instance, and another parameter needing to be moni-

tored and reported. Additionally, in addition to the related
parameter of the network slice instance, the configuration
information further includes a conventional running pa-
rameter, for example, a mobility management entity code
(Mobility Management Entity Code, MMEC) and an MME
pool (Pool).
[0119] It should be noted that, when the network func-
tion of the network slice instance includes a shared net-
work function, optionally, the network function configu-
ration indication information may further include informa-
tion about the shared network function included in the
network slice instance or configuration information of an-
other network slice instance sharing the network function.
For example, when the shared network function is a non-
access stratum (Non-access Stratum, NAS) message
routing (routing) network function, configuration informa-
tion of the network slice instance of the shared network
function needs to be obtained, to determine how to route
NAS information to a corresponding network slice in-
stance.
[0120] Optionally, when the network function of the tar-
get network slice instance includes a sharable network
function, the network function configuration indication in-
formation may include an identifier of the target network
slice instance.
[0121] Optionally, compared with the dedicated net-
work function, there are many cases for configuring the
shared network function in the network function config-
uration indication information. For example, if a newly
created network slice instance is to use a shared network
function that already exists and is currently used by an-
other network slice instance, content needing to be con-
figured includes: (a). providing information, so that the
shared network function can serve the newly generated
network slice instance. Using a "network slice selection
function" as an example, if the function is a shared net-
work function, the newly generated network slice in-
stance needs to perceive existence of a network slice
instance of another shared network function, to select a
proper network slice instance. Therefore, for the "network
slice selection function" or another network function, an
identifier of a newly generated target network slice in-
stance needs to be configured.
[0122] Optionally, when the network function of the tar-
get network slice instance includes a sharable network
function, the network function configuration indication in-
formation may include a mapping relationship between
the shared network function and a plurality of network
slice instances sharing the network function.
[0123] In a specific example, using the NAS message
routing function as an example, usually, the function may
be a shared network function. The function is mainly used
to forward a NAS message received by a mobility man-
agement (Mobility Management, MM) function to a ses-
sion management (Session Management) function cor-
responding to a correct network slice instance. A path of
the foregoing function is: MM function (shared)->NAS
routing function (shared)->SM function (dedicated).
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Therefore, for the NAS routing function, a mapping rela-
tionship between the identifier of the newly generated
network slice instance and an identifier of the SM function
needs to be learned of. In other words, a mapping rela-
tionship between the NAS routing function and SM func-
tions of a plurality of network slice instances needs to be
configured in the network slice instance. The configura-
tion is usually performed in the shared network function
neighboring to the dedicated network function, so that
the shared network function can transmit a message to
a correct network slice instance in the plurality of network
slice instances.
[0124] Optionally, in a specific example, because the
shared network function is to serve the newly generated
network slice instance, a more powerful processing ca-
pability is required. Therefore, more computing resourc-
es, storage resources, or network resources need to be
added to the shared network function. For example, for
a sharable network function, namely, an MM function, a
main function of the MM function is to track a user position
in the slice. Therefore, when the MM supports more net-
work slice instances, more computing and storage re-
sources may be required.
[0125] S703. The first network device receives network
function configuration response information sent by the
second network device, where the network function con-
figuration response information indicates that the config-
uration of the network function of the target network slice
instance is completed.
[0126] After the second network device completes the
configuration of the network function of the target network
slice instance, the first network device receives the net-
work function configuration response information sent by
the second network device, to indicate, to the second
network device, a result of configuring the network func-
tion of the target network slice instance.
[0127] Optionally, if the second network device fails to
configure the network function of the target network slice
instance, the network function configuration response in-
formation may also indicate that the network function of
the target network slice instance fails to be configured,
so that the first network device re-stipulates a manage-
ment and orchestration policy of the target network slice
instance.
[0128] S704. The first network device sends network
slice instance creation response information to the trans-
mit end device, where the network slice instance creation
response information indicates that the creation of the
target network slice instance is completed.
[0129] Optionally, in this embodiment of this applica-
tion, after receiving the network function configuration
response information sent by the second network device,
the first network device may send the network slice in-
stance creation response information to the transmit end
device, to indicate a result of creating the network slice
instance. Optionally, when the configuration of the net-
work function of the target network slice instance is com-
pleted, the network slice instance creation response in-

formation indicates, to the transmit end device, success-
ful creation of the network slice instance; or when the
network function of the target network slice instance fails
to be configured, the network slice instance creation re-
sponse information may indicate, to the transmit end de-
vice, a failure of the creation of the network slice instance.
[0130] In this embodiment of this application, the first
network device instructs the second network device to
configure the network function of the network slice in-
stance, to manage a creation process of the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0131] Optionally, when the network function of the tar-
get network slice instance includes a virtualized network
function, and the virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance is not created, the method 700
further includes: sending, by the first network device, a
virtualized network function creation request to the third
network device, where the virtualized network function
creation request is used to instruct the third network de-
vice to create the virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance.
[0132] The third network device may be the VNFM
module in the second network management architecture
or the fourth network management architecture, or may
be the NVFO module in the first network management
architecture or the third network management architec-
ture.
[0133] Optionally, when the virtualized network func-
tion is created, the fourth network device needs to allo-
cate a corresponding network resource to the virtualized
network function. The fourth network device may receive
a resource allocation request from the NVFO module,
and allocates the corresponding network resource. In an
example, when the third network device is the NVFO
module, the third network device may send the resource
allocation request to the fourth network device, to request
the fourth network device to allocate the network re-
source corresponding to the virtualized network function
to the target network slice instance.
[0134] Optionally, when the third network device is the
VNFM module, the first network device further includes
a function of the NVFO module. Therefore, the first net-
work device sends a resource allocation request to the
fourth network device. Therefore, the method 700 further
includes: sending, by the first network device, a resource
allocation request to the fourth network device, where
the resource allocation request is used to request the
fourth network device to allocate a network resource cor-
responding to the virtualized network function to the tar-
get network slice instance.
[0135] Optionally, after the sending, by the first network
device, a resource allocation request to the fourth net-
work device, the method 700 further includes: receiving,
by the first network device, resource allocation response
information sent by the fourth network device, where the
resource allocation response information is used to indi-
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cate that the allocation of the network resource corre-
sponding to the virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance is completed. The resource allo-
cation response information may be used to indicate a
result of allocating the network resource corresponding
to the virtualized network function of the target network
slice instance. Optionally, if the fourth network device
does not complete the allocation of the network resource,
the resource allocation response information may indi-
cate a failure of the allocation of the network resource
corresponding to the virtualized network function of the
target network slice instance.
[0136] Optionally, after the configuring, by the third net-
work device, the virtualized network function of the target
network slice, the method 700 further includes: receiving,
by the first network device, virtualized network function
creation response information sent by the third network
device, where the virtualized network function creation
response information indicates that the creation of the
virtualized network function of the target network slice
instance is completed. Optionally, the virtualized network
function creation response information may be used to
indicate a result of creating the virtualized network func-
tion of the target network slice. Optionally, when the third
network device fails to create the virtualized network
function, the virtualized network function creation re-
sponse information may indicate a failure of the creation
of the virtualized network function of the target network
slice instance.
[0137] Optionally, after the receiving, by the first net-
work device, resource allocation response information
sent by the fourth network device, the method 700 further
includes: sending, by the first network device, resource
allocation acknowledgement information to the third net-
work device, where the resource allocation acknowl-
edgement information is used to indicate that the alloca-
tion of the network resource corresponding to the virtu-
alized network function of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The first network device sends the
resource allocation acknowledgement information to the
fourth network device, so that after determining that the
allocation of the network resource is completed, the third
network device configures the virtualized network func-
tion of the target network slice instance.
[0138] Optionally, after completing the configuration of
the virtualized network function and before sending the
virtualized network function configuration response infor-
mation to the first network device, the third network de-
vice may send a virtualized network function module ad-
dition request to the second network device, to add a
generated virtualized network function module as a man-
agement device of the second network device.
[0139] Optionally, in the third network management ar-
chitecture or the fourth network management architec-
ture, the NSM&O module and the NM module both can
configure a network function. Therefore, the NSM&O
module and the NM module may exchange a status of
configuring the network function, to coordinate the con-

figuration of the network function. Therefore, the method
700 further includes: sending, by the first network device,
network function notification information to a fifth network
device, where the network function notification informa-
tion is used to indicate a network function to be configured
by the first network device. Therefore, the first network
device and the fifth network device can coordinate the
configuration of the network function, thereby improving
efficiency of managing the network slice. The network
function to be configured may include a physical network
function, or may include a virtualized network function.
[0140] Optionally, the method 700 further includes: re-
ceiving, by the first network device, network function re-
sponse information sent by the fifth network device,
where the network function response information is used
to acknowledge that the fifth network device already de-
termines the network function to be configured by the
first network device.
[0141] Optionally, the method 700 further includes:
sending, by the first network device, network function
query information to the fifth network device, where the
network function query information is used to request to
query for a network function that is already generated by
the fifth network device. Optionally, the first network de-
vice receives network function feedback information sent
by the fifth network device, where the network function
feedback information is used to indicate the network func-
tion that is already generated by the fifth network device,
so that the first network device coordinates the configu-
ration of the network function. The network function that
needs to be queried for may be a virtualized network
function. For example, for the third network management
architecture, the NSM&O module may directly manage
a physical network function module, but a configuration
parameter of the NM module for a virtual network module
may be stored only in the NM module. Therefore, the
NSM&O module needs to query the NM module for a
virtualized network function generated by the NM mod-
ule, so that the NSM&O module manages and orches-
trate the network function. The network that is already
generated includes two types: a first type is a network
function that is currently run; and a second type is a net-
work function that is already generated but is not run.
Optionally, the NSM&O module may configure the net-
work function that is already generated by the NM mod-
ule, thereby improving resource utilization efficiency.
[0142] Optionally, after receiving the network slice in-
stance creation request, the first network device may
check whether the network slice instance creation re-
quest is valid. Therefore, the method 700 further in-
cludes: sending, by the first network device, validity
check information to a storage device, where the validity
check information is used to request to query whether
the network slice instance creation request is valid; and
receiving, by the first network device, validity check re-
sponse information sent by the storage device, where
the validity check response information is used to indicate
whether the network slice instance creation request is
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valid.
[0143] If the validity check response information indi-
cates that the network slice instance creation request is
invalid, the first network device may not perform an op-
eration of configuring the network function of the target
network slice instance. If the validity check response in-
formation indicates that the network slice instance crea-
tion request is valid, the first network device may perform
a corresponding operation of configuring the network
function.
[0144] In an example, the sending, by the first network
device, network function configuration indication infor-
mation to a second network device based on the descrip-
tion information includes: when the validity check re-
sponse information indicates that the network slice in-
stance creation request is valid, sending, by the first net-
work device, the network function configuration indica-
tion information to the second network device based on
the description information.
[0145] Optionally, the storage device may be a distrib-
uted memory, or may be another type of memory. The
storage device may be configured to store user subscrip-
tion information, to check validity of the network slice in-
stance creation request.
[0146] Optionally, after receiving the network slice in-
stance creation request, the first network device may in-
teract with the second network device, the third network
device, and the fourth network device through a commu-
nications interface, to query for a running status of a cur-
rent network function and an occupation status of a net-
work resource, or may reserve a network resource for
the target network slice instance. For example, the first
network device may send resource reservation indication
information to the fourth network device. The resource
reservation indication information is used to instruct the
fourth network device to reserve a network resource for
the target network slice instance.
[0147] Optionally, if the first network device finds that
current network resources are insufficient for running the
target network slice instance, the first network device
may send, to the transmit end device, failure feedback
information indicating insufficient network resources.
[0148] Optionally, after the first network device re-
ceives the network function configuration response infor-
mation sent by the second network device, the first net-
work device may set a state of the network slice instance
to an active state. In an example, the method 700 further
includes: sending, by the first network device, a network
slice instance activation indication to the storage device,
where the target network slice instance is set to an active
state based on the network slice instance activation in-
dication.
[0149] Optionally, after determining to activate the tar-
get network slice instance, the method 700 further in-
cludes: sending, by the first network device, a network
function port activation indication to the second network
device, where the network function port activation indi-
cation is used to activate a port for the network function

of the target network slice instance.
[0150] Optionally, after activating the target network
slice instance, the first network device may instruct the
storage device to store a configuration parameter of the
newly generated network slice instance into the storage
device. The method 700 further includes: sending, by the
first network device, a network slice instance update in-
dication to the storage device, where the network slice
instance update indication is used to instruct to store the
parameter information of the target network slice in-
stance into the storage device. In an example, the pa-
rameter information of the target network slice instance
that is stored into the storage device may include a
shared network function or a type of a sharable network
slice instance.
[0151] The method for managing a network slice in-
stance in this embodiment of this application is described
above with reference to FIG. 7. Specific procedures of
managing a network slice instance in the foregoing four
network management architectures are respectively de-
scribed below with reference to specific examples in FIG.
8 to FIG. 11B. It should be noted that, the examples in
FIG. 8 to FIG. 11B are merely intended to help a person
skilled in the art understand the embodiments of this ap-
plication, rather than limit the embodiments of this appli-
cation to illustrated specific values or specific scenarios.
A person skilled in the art apparently can make various
equivalent modifications or changes based on the exam-
ples provided in FIG. 8 to FIG. 11B, and such modifica-
tions or changes also fall within the scope of the embod-
iments of this application.
[0152] FIG. 8 is a schematic flowchart of a method 800
for managing a network slice instance according to an
embodiment of this application. The method 800 is ap-
plicable to the second network management architecture
shown in FIG. 4. In the method in FIG. 8, a first network
device may be the NSM&O module, a second network
device may be the EM module, a third network device
may be the VNFM module, and a fourth network device
may be the VIM module. It should be understood that, in
the method 800, part S807 is a method performed when
a shared network function is already run. Part S808 to
part S821 are a method when a new network function
needs to be generated. The newly generated network
function may be a shared network function or may be a
dedicated network function. Part S808 and part S809 are
a method performed when the newly generated network
function is a physical network function. Part S810 to part
S821 are a method performed when the newly generated
network function is a virtualized network function. The
method 800 includes the following steps.
[0153] S801. The NSM&O module receives a network
slice instance creation request from a transmit end de-
vice.
[0154] The network slice instance creation request
may be used to request to create a target network slice
instance. Optionally, the network slice instance creation
request may carry description information of the target
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network slice instance. The description information may
be description information of a service requirement of the
target network slice instance and configuration parame-
ter information of a network slice template of the target
network slice instance.
[0155] S802. The NSM&O module interacts with the
storage device, to check whether the network slice in-
stance creation request is valid.
[0156] Specifically, the NSM&O module may send va-
lidity check information to the storage device. The validity
check information may include the description informa-
tion of the target network slice instance or other informa-
tion. The storage device prestores user subscription in-
formation. The storage device may check, based on the
user subscription information, whether the target network
slice instance creation request is valid, and return the
validity check response information to the NSM&O mod-
ule. If the network slice instance creation request is valid,
the validity check response information indicates that the
network slice instance creation request is valid; or if the
network slice instance creation request is invalid, the va-
lidity check response information indicates that the net-
work slice instance creation request is invalid.
[0157] S803. When validity check response informa-
tion indicates that the network slice instance creation re-
quest is invalid, the NSM&O module sends network slice
instance creation response information to the transmit
end device, where the network slice instance creation
response information may indicate a failure of creation
of a target network slice. The procedure ends. Further,
the network slice instance creation response information
may carry a reason for the failure of the creation, that is,
no permission.
[0158] S804. When validity check response informa-
tion indicates that the network slice instance creation re-
quest is valid, the NSM&O module orchestrates a net-
work function and a resource, and determines whether
a target network slice instance uses a shared network
function. The orchestration of the network function and
the resource may include determining a position of a net-
work function of the target network slice in a physical
network or a virtual network, determining a required net-
work resource, and the like.
[0159] S805. The NSM&O module interacts with the
EM module, the VNFM module, and the VIM module, to
query for a running status of a current network function
and an occupation status of the network resource, and
instructs the VIM module to reserve a network resource
for the target network slice instance.
[0160] S806. When a resource fails to be reserved in
part S805, and a new network slice instance cannot be
supported through adjustment, the NSM&O module
sends network slice instance creation response informa-
tion to the transmit end device, to indicate that the target
network slice instance fails to be created. The procedure
ends. Further, the network slice instance creation re-
sponse information may carry a reason for the failure of
the creation, that is, insufficient network resources.

[0161] S807. When it is determined that the network
function of the target network slice includes a shared net-
work function, and currently, the shared network function
is already run in part S804, the NSM&O module sends
network slice instance configuration information to the
EM module, to instruct the EM module to configure the
shared network function. The shared network function
may be a virtualized network function or a physical net-
work function. Further, the NSM&O module may interact
with the EM module, the VNFM module, and the VIM
module, to configure the shared network function for the
target network slice instance, so that the shared network
function supports a newly created target network slice
instance. For example, configured information may in-
clude, but is not limited to: (a) a related parameter of the
network slice instance, for example, an identifier of the
network slice instance, a type of the network slice in-
stance, information about the network function included
in the network slice instance (for example, when the
shared network function is a NAS routing network func-
tion, configuration information of the network slice in-
stance of the shared network function needs to be ob-
tained, to determine how to route NAS information to a
corresponding network slice instance), and a parameter
needing to be monitored and reported for the network
slice instance; and (b) another conventional running pa-
rameter.
[0162] S808. When the network function of the target
network slice includes a physical network function, the
NSM&O module instructs the EM module to configure
the physical network function (namely, the PNF). That is,
the NSM&O module sends the network slice instance
configuration information to the EM module, to instruct
the EM module to configure the physical network func-
tion. When the physical network function is a dedicated
network function, information needing to be configured
may include, but is not limited to: (a) a related parameter
of the network slice instance, for example, an identifier
of the network slice instance, and a parameter needing
to be monitored and reported for the network slice in-
stance; and (b) a conventional running parameter, for
example, an Internet Protocol (Internet Protocol, IP) ad-
dress of a gateway and a tunnel identifier. When the phys-
ical network function is a shared network function, infor-
mation needing to be configured may include, but is not
limited to: an identifier of the network slice instance, a
type of the network slice instance, information about the
network function included in the network slice instance
(for example, a newly generated shared network function
may be identified, to indicate that the shared network
function currently serves the target network slice in-
stance, and may be shared with another specified type
of network slice instance in the future), and a parameter
needing to be monitored and reported for the network
slice instance. Additionally, in addition to the related pa-
rameter of the network slice instance, the information
needing to be configured may further include another
conventional running parameter, for example, an MMEC
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and an MME pool.
[0163] S809. After completing the configuration of the
physical network function of the target network slice in-
stance, the EM module sends network slice instance cre-
ation response information to the NSM&O module, to in-
dicate that the creation of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The NSM&O module receives the
network slice instance creation response information
sent by the EM module.
[0164] S810. When the network function of the target
network slice instance is a virtualized network function,
the NSM&O module sends a virtualized network function
creation request to the VNFM module, to instruct the VN-
FM module to create the virtualized network function. The
virtualized network function creation request may carry
a configuration parameter of the virtualized network func-
tion. For example, the configuration parameter may in-
clude feedback information of reserving a network re-
source in part S804, for example, a virtual machine iden-
tifier. The configuration parameter may further include a
parameter for describing a feature of the virtualized net-
work function, for example, a virtual machine version or
a computing resource requirement.
[0165] S811. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation request, the VNFM module checks cor-
rectness of the configuration parameter of the virtualized
network function, and authorizes to start an action of
managing a lifecycle of the virtualized network function.
[0166] S812. When the VNFM module authorizes to
start the action of managing the lifecycle of the virtualized
network function, the VNFM module sends, to the
NSM&O module, information indicating allowed resource
allocation, to indicate that the NSM&O module is allowed
to allocate a resource. Further, the VNFM module may
modify the configuration parameter of the virtualized net-
work function, and add a modified configuration param-
eter to the information indicating allowed resource allo-
cation.
[0167] S813. The NSM&O module sends a resource
allocation request to the VIM module. The resource al-
location request is used to request the VIM module to
allocate a network resource corresponding to the virtu-
alized network function to the target network slice in-
stance. Further, if the information indicating allowed re-
source allocation in part S112 carries the modified con-
figuration parameter of the virtualized network function,
the NSM&O module needs to modify the virtualized net-
work function based on a modification indication, and
then sends the resource allocation request to the VIM
module.
[0168] S814. The VIM module performs a resource al-
location process based on the resource allocation re-
quest of the NSM&O module.
[0169] S815. After completing the resource allocation,
the VIM module sends resource allocation response in-
formation to the NSM&O module, to indicate that the al-
location of the network resource corresponding to the
virtualized network function is completed. The NSM&O

module receives the resource allocation response infor-
mation.
[0170] S816. After receiving the resource allocation re-
sponse information, the NSM&O module sends resource
allocation acknowledgement information to the VNFM
module, to indicate, to the VNFM module, that the allo-
cation of the network resource is completed, so that the
VNFM performs a process of configuring the virtualized
network function. The VNFM module receives the re-
source allocation response information.
[0171] S817. After receiving the resource allocation
acknowledgement information, the VNFM module con-
figures a deployment related parameter for the virtualized
network function, for example, configures an IP address
of the virtualized network function or an identifier of the
virtualized network function.
[0172] S818. After completing the configuration of the
deployment parameter of the virtualized network func-
tion, the VNFM module sends a virtualized network func-
tion addition request to the EM module, to request the
EM module to add the configured virtualized network
function as a managed device. The EM module receives
the virtualized network function request, and adds the
virtualized network function as a managed device.
[0173] S819. After completing the configuration of the
deployment parameter of the virtualized network func-
tion, the VNFM module sends virtualized network func-
tion creation response information to the NSM&O mod-
ule, to indicate that the creation of the virtualized network
function of the target network slice instance is completed.
The NSM&O module receives the virtualized network
function creation response information.
[0174] S820. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation response information, the NSM&O
module may learn that the creation of the virtualized net-
work function is already completed. Therefore, the
NSM&O module may configure a parameter of the virtu-
alized network function that is related to the target net-
work slice instance. The NSM&O module sends network
function configuration indication information to the EM
module, to instruct to configure the virtualized network
function. Specifically, for a dedicated network function,
information needing to be configured may include, but is
not limited to: (a) a related parameter of the network slice
instance, for example, an identifier of the network slice
instance, and a parameter needing to be monitored and
reported for the network slice instance; and (b) a con-
ventional running parameter, for example, an Internet
Protocol (Internet Protocol, "IP" for short) address of a
gateway and a tunnel identifier. When the physical net-
work function is a shared network function, information
needing to be configured may include, but is not limited
to: an identifier of the network slice instance, a type of
the network slice instance, information about the network
function included in the network slice instance (for exam-
ple, a newly generated shared network function may be
identified, to indicate that the shared network function
currently serves the target network slice instance, and
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may be shared with another specified type of network
slice instance in the future), and a parameter needing to
be monitored and reported for the network slice instance.
Additionally, in addition to the related parameter of the
network slice instance, the information needing to be con-
figured may further include another conventional running
parameter, for example, an MMEC and an MME pool.
[0175] S821. After completing the configuration of the
virtualized network function, the EM module may send
network function configuration response information to
the NSM&O module, to indicate that the configuration of
the virtualized network function is completed. The
NSM&O module receives the network function configu-
ration response information.
[0176] S822. The NSM&O module sends a network
slice instance activation indication to the storage device,
to instruct to set the target network slice instance to an
active state.
[0177] S823. The NSM&O module sends a network
function port activation indication to the EM module, to
activate a port for the network function of the target net-
work slice instance, to start data sending or receiving
through a port related to the virtualized network function
or the physical network function.
[0178] S824. The NSM&O module interacts with the
storage device, to store parameter information of a newly
generated target network slice instance into the storage
device. For example, the parameter information may in-
clude a shared network function of the target network
slice instance or a type of a network slice instance that
can share a network function with the target network slice
instance.
[0179] S825. The NSM&O module sends network slice
instance creation response information to the transmit
end device, to indicate that the creation of the network
slice instance is completed. The procedure ends. Option-
ally, if the target network slice includes only a shared
network function and the shared network function is al-
ready run, part S825 may be performed after S807. If the
network function included in the target network slice is a
newly generated network function, and the network func-
tion is a physical network function, part S825 may be
performed after S809.
[0180] It should be understood that sequence numbers
of the foregoing processes do not mean execution se-
quences. The execution sequences of the processes
should be determined based on functions and internal
logic of the processes, and should not be construed as
any limitation on the implementation processes of this
embodiment of this application.
[0181] In the embodiment in FIG. 8, the process of cre-
ating the network slice instance in the second network
management architecture is shown. The NSM&O mod-
ule can flexibly orchestrate and manage the network
function of the network slice instance and the network
resource, thereby improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0182] FIG. 9 is a schematic flowchart of a method 900

for managing a network slice instance according to an-
other embodiment of this application. The method 900 is
applicable to the first network management architecture
shown in FIG. 3. However, this embodiment of this ap-
plication is not limited thereto. In the method in FIG. 9, a
first network device may be the NSM&O module, a sec-
ond network device may be the EM module, a third net-
work device may be the NVFO module, and a fourth net-
work device may be the VIM module. For content of the
method in FIG. 9 that is the same as or similar to that in
FIG. 8, for brevity, details are not described herein again.
[0183] The first network management architecture to
which the method in FIG. 9 is applied includes the NFVO
module, that is, the NFVO module and the NSM&O mod-
ule in FIG. 9 are independent of each other, while the
NSM&O module in the second network management ar-
chitecture to which the method in FIG. 8 is applied in-
cludes a function of the NFVO module, and the NSM&O
module and the NFVO module are a same module.
Therefore, a difference between the method 900 and the
method 800 lies in that: in part S910, the NSM&O module
sends a virtualized network function creation request to
the NFVO module instead of sending a virtualized net-
work function creation request to the VNFM module, and
then the NFVO module is responsible for a process of
creating a virtualized network function. Additionally, proc-
esses of interaction between the NSM&O module and
the VNFM module and between the NSM&O module and
the VIM module in the method 800 are specifically per-
formed by the NVFO module under the instruction of the
NSM&O module in the method 900. The method 900
includes the following steps:
Part S901 to part S909 are the same as or similar to part
S801 to part S809 in FIG. 8. Details are not described
herein again.
[0184] S910. The NSM&O module sends a virtualized
network function creation request to the NFVO module.
The NFVO module receives the virtualized network func-
tion creation request.
[0185] S911. The NFVO module interacts with the VN-
FM module and the VIM module, to complete creation of
a virtualized network function.
[0186] S912. The NFVO module sends a virtualized
network function addition request to the EM module, to
request the EM module to add the configured virtualized
network function as a managed device. The EM module
receives the virtualized network function request, and
adds the virtualized network function as a managed de-
vice.
[0187] S913. The NFVO module sends virtualized net-
work function creation response information to the
NSM&O module, to indicate that the creation of the vir-
tualized network function of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The NSM&O module receives the
virtualized network function creation response informa-
tion.
[0188] S914. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation response information, the NSM&O
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module sends network function configuration indication
information to the EM module, to instruct to configure the
virtualized network function.
[0189] S915. After completing the configuration of the
virtualized network function, the EM module may send
network function configuration response information to
the NSM&O module, to indicate that the configuration of
the virtualized network function is completed. The
NSM&O module receives the network function configu-
ration response information.
[0190] S916. The NSM&O module sends a network
slice instance activation indication to the storage device,
to instruct to set the target network slice instance to an
active state.
[0191] S917. The NSM&O module sends a network
function port activation indication to the EM module, to
activate a port for the network function of the target net-
work slice instance, to start data sending or receiving
through a port related to the virtualized network function
or the physical network function.
[0192] S918. The NSM&O module interacts with the
storage device, to store parameter information of a newly
generated target network slice instance into the storage
device. For example, the parameter information may in-
clude a shared network function of the target network
slice instance or a type of a network slice instance that
can share a network function with the target network slice
instance.
[0193] S919. The NSM&O module sends network slice
instance creation response information to the transmit
end device, to indicate that the creation of the network
slice instance is completed. The procedure ends. Option-
ally, if the target network slice includes only a shared
network function and the shared network function is al-
ready run, part S919 may be performed after S907. If the
network function included in the target network slice is a
newly generated network function, and the network func-
tion is a physical network function, part S919 may be
performed after S909.
[0194] Part S914 to part S919 are the same as or sim-
ilar to part S820 to part S825 in FIG. 8. For the purpose
of brevity, partial description content is omitted.
[0195] It should be understood that sequence numbers
of the foregoing processes do not mean execution se-
quences. The execution sequences of the processes
should be determined based on functions and internal
logic of the processes, and should not be construed as
any limitation on the implementation processes of this
embodiment of this application.
[0196] In the embodiment in FIG. 9, the process of cre-
ating the network slice instance in the first network man-
agement architecture is shown. The NSM&O module can
flexibly orchestrate and manage the network function of
the network slice instance and the network resource,
thereby improving efficiency of managing the network
slice instance.
[0197] FIG. 10 is a schematic flowchart of a method
1000 for managing a network slice instance according to

another embodiment of this application. The method
1000 is applicable to the third network management ar-
chitecture shown in FIG. 5. However, this embodiment
of this application is not limited thereto. In the method in
FIG. 10, a first network device may be the NSM&O mod-
ule, a second network device may be the EM module, a
third network device may be the NVFO module, a fourth
network device may be the VIM module, and a fifth net-
work device may be the NM module. For content of the
method in FIG. 10 that is the same as or similar to that
in FIG. 8 or FIG. 9, for brevity, refer to content of a cor-
responding part in FIG. 8 or FIG. 9. Details are not de-
scribed herein again.
[0198] A difference between the third network man-
agement architecture to which the method in FIG. 10 is
applied and the first network management architecture
to which the method in FIG. 9 is applied lies in that: the
NSM&O module in the first network management archi-
tecture includes a function of the NM module, while the
NSM&O module and the NM module in the third network
management architecture are independent of each other.
Therefore, the NSM&O module and the NM module in
FIG. 10 both can manage a physical network function,
and the NSM&O module and the NM module both can
manage a virtualized network function by using the NFVO
module. Therefore, to avoid a configuration conflict, in
the method 1000, the NSM&O module and the NM mod-
ule need to coordinate a process of configuring a network
function. Part S1007 to part S1010, and part S1024 in
the method 1000 are the process of coordinating config-
uration of the network function. Part S1014 and part
S1015 are a process in which the NSM&O module con-
figures, by using the NM module, a virtualized network
function that is already generated. The method 1000 in-
cludes the following steps:
[0199] Part S1001 to part S1006 are the same as or
similar to part S801 to part S806 in FIG. 8. Refer to cor-
responding content of the method in FIG. 8, and details
are not described herein again.
[0200] S1007. The NSM&O module sends network
function query information to the NM module, to query
for a network function that is already generated by the
NM module. The network function may be a virtualized
network function. The NM module receives the network
function query information. The network that is already
generated includes two types: a first type is a network
function that is currently run; and a second type is a net-
work function that is already generated but is not run.
Because the physical network function can be directly
managed by the NSM&O module, a configuration param-
eter of the NM module for the virtualized network function
at a network level may be stored only in the NM module,
the NM needs to be queried for a configuration status
related to the virtualized network function.
[0201] S1008. The NM module sends network function
feedback information to the NSM&O module, to indicate
the network function generated by the NM module and
a related parameter, so that the NSM&O performs coor-

37 38 



EP 3 525 397 A1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

dinated configuration on the network function. The
NSM&O module receives the network function feedback
information. Optionally, the NSM&O module may config-
ure the network function that is already generated by the
NM module, thereby improving resource utilization effi-
ciency.
[0202] S1009. The NSM&O module sends network
function notification information to the NM module, to in-
dicate the network function to be configured by the
NSM&O module, where the network function may include
a physical network function or a virtualized network func-
tion, to avoid a conflict caused when the NM module and
the NSM&O module both configure the network function.
The NM module receives the network function notification
information.
[0203] S1010. The NM module sends network function
response information to the NSM&O module, to indicate
that the NM module already determines the network func-
tion to be configured by the NSM&O module. The
NSM&O module receives the network function response
information.
[0204] S1011. When it is determined that the network
function of the target network slice includes a shared net-
work function, and currently, the shared network function
is already run in part 1004, the NSM&O module sends
network slice instance configuration information to the
EM module, to instruct the EM module to configure the
shared network function. The shared network function
may be a virtualized network function or a physical net-
work function. Further, the NSM&O module may interact
with the EM module and the NFVO module, to configure
the shared network function for the target network slice
instance, so that the shared network function supports a
newly created target network slice instance. For exam-
ple, configured information may include, but is not limited
to: (a) a related parameter of the network slice instance,
for example, an identifier of the network slice instance,
a type of the network slice instance, information about
the network function included in the network slice in-
stance (for example, when the shared network function
is a NAS routing network function, configuration informa-
tion of the network slice instance of the shared network
function needs to be obtained, to determine how to route
NAS information to a corresponding network slice in-
stance), and a parameter needing to be monitored and
reported for the network slice instance; and (b) another
conventional running parameter.
[0205] S1012. When the network function of the target
network slice includes a physical network function, the
NSM&O module instructs the EM module to configure
the physical network function (namely, the PNF). That is,
the NSM&O module sends network slice instance con-
figuration information to the EM module, to instruct the
EM module to configure the physical network function.
[0206] S1013. After completing the configuration of the
physical network function of the target network slice in-
stance, the EM module sends network slice instance cre-
ation response information to the NSM&O module, to in-

dicate that the creation of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The NSM&O module receives the
network slice instance creation response information
sent by the EM module.
[0207] S1014. The NSM&O module sends network
function configuration indication information to the EM
module, to instruct the EM module to configure, by using
the NM module, the virtualized network function that is
already generated. Specific configuration content is the
same as part S820 in FIG. 8. Further, the NSM&O module
may interact with the NFVO module, to modify and con-
figure the virtualized network function that is already gen-
erated.
[0208] S1015. The NSM&O module receives network
function configuration response information sent by the
EM module, to indicate that the configuration of the al-
ready generated virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance is completed.
[0209] S1016. When the network function of the target
network slice instance is a virtualized network function,
the NSM&O module sends a virtualized network function
creation request to the NFVO module. The NFVO module
receives the virtualized network function creation re-
quest.
[0210] S1017. The NFVO module interacts with the
VNFM module and the VIM module, to complete creation
of the virtualized network function.
[0211] S1018. The NFVO module sends a virtualized
network function addition request to the EM module, to
request the EM module to add the configured virtualized
network function as a managed device. The EM module
receives the virtualized network function request, and
adds the virtualized network function as a managed de-
vice.
[0212] S1019. The NFVO module sends virtualized
network function creation response information to the
NSM&O module, to indicate that the creation of the vir-
tualized network function of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The NSM&O module receives the
virtualized network function creation response informa-
tion.
[0213] S1020. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation response information, the NSM&O
module may configure a parameter of the virtualized net-
work function that is related to the target network slice
instance. The NSM&O module sends network function
configuration indication information to the EM module, to
instruct to configure the virtualized network function.
[0214] S1021. After completing the configuration of the
virtualized network function, the EM module may send
network function configuration response information to
the NSM&O module, to indicate that the configuration of
the virtualized network function is completed. The
NSM&O module receives the network function configu-
ration response information.
[0215] S1022. The NSM&O module sends a network
slice instance activation indication to the storage device,
to instruct to set the target network slice instance to an

39 40 



EP 3 525 397 A1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

active state.
[0216] S1023. The NSM&O module sends a network
function port activation indication to the EM module.
[0217] S1024. The NSM&O module sends network
function configuration feedback notification information
to the NM module, to indicate, to the NSM&O module,
specific configuration content of the network function.
[0218] S1025. The NSM&O module interacts with the
storage device, to store parameter information of a newly
generated target network slice instance into the storage
device.
[0219] S1026. The NSM&O module sends network
slice instance creation response information to the trans-
mit end device, to indicate that the creation of the network
slice instance is completed. The procedure ends.
[0220] Part S1016 to part S1026 are the same as or
similar to part S910 to part S919 in FIG. 9. For the purpose
of brevity, partial description content is omitted.
[0221] It should be understood that sequence numbers
of the foregoing processes do not mean execution se-
quences. The execution sequences of the processes
should be determined based on functions and internal
logic of the processes, and should not be construed as
any limitation on the implementation processes of this
embodiment of this application.
[0222] In the embodiment in FIG. 10, the process of
creating the network slice instance in the third network
management architecture is shown. The NSM&O mod-
ule can flexibly orchestrate and manage the network
function of the network slice instance and the network
resource, thereby improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0223] FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B are a schematic flow-
chart of a method 1100 for managing a network slice
instance according to another embodiment of this appli-
cation. The method 1100 is applicable to the fourth net-
work management architecture shown in FIG. 6. Howev-
er, this embodiment of this application is not limited there-
to. In the method in FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B, a first network
device may be the NSM&O module, a second network
device may be the EM module, a third network device
may be the NVFO module, a fourth network device may
be the VIM module, and a fifth network device may be
the NM module. For same or similar content of the meth-
od in FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B and the methods in FIG. 8
to FIG. 10, for brevity, refer to content of a corresponding
part in FIG. 8 to FIG. 10. Details are not described herein
again.
[0224] A difference between the fourth network man-
agement architecture to which the method in FIG. 11A
and FIG. 11B is applied and the second network man-
agement architecture to which the method in FIG. 8 is
applied lies in that: the NSM&O module in the second
network management architecture includes a function of
the NM module, while the NSM&O module and the NM
module in the fourth network management architecture
are independent of each other. Therefore, the NSM&O
module and the NM module in FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B

both can manage a physical network function. Therefore,
to avoid a configuration conflict, in the method 1100, the
NSM&O module and the NM module need to coordinate
a process of configuring the physical network function.
Part S1107, part S1108, and part S1112 in the method
1100 are content of coordinating the physical network
function. Additionally, the NSM&O module in the fourth
network management architecture is further responsible
for managing a virtualized network function, and the NM
module does not need to manage the virtualized network
function. The method 1100 includes the following steps:
[0225] Part S1101 to part S1106 are the same as or
similar to part S801 to part S806 in FIG. 8. Refer to cor-
responding content of the method in FIG. 8, and details
are not described herein again.
[0226] S1107. The NSM&O module sends network
function notification information to the NM module, to in-
dicate a network function to be configured by the NSM&O
module. The network function may include a physical net-
work function. The NM module receives the network func-
tion notification information.
[0227] S1108. The NM module sends network function
response information to the NSM&O module, to indicate
that the NM module already determines the network func-
tion to be configured by the NSM&O module. The
NSM&O module receives the network function response
information.
[0228] S1109. When it is determined that the network
function of the target network slice includes a shared net-
work function, and currently, the shared network function
is already run in part 1104, the NSM&O module sends
network slice instance configuration information to the
EM module, to instruct the EM module to configure the
shared network function. The shared network function
may be a virtualized network function or a physical net-
work function. Further, the NSM&O module may interact
with the EM module and the NFVO module, to configure
the shared network function for the target network slice
instance, so that the shared network function supports a
newly created target network slice instance. For exam-
ple, configured information may include, but is not limited
to: (a) a related parameter of the network slice instance,
for example, an identifier of the network slice instance,
a type of the network slice instance, information about
the network function included in the network slice in-
stance (for example, when the shared network function
is a NAS routing network function, configuration informa-
tion of the network slice instance of the shared network
function needs to be obtained, to determine how to route
NAS information to a corresponding network slice in-
stance), and a parameter needing to be monitored and
reported for the network slice instance; and (b) another
conventional running parameter.
[0229] S1110. When the network function of the target
network slice includes a physical network function, the
NSM&O module instructs the EM module to configure
the physical network function (namely, the PNF). That is,
the NSM&O module sends network slice instance con-
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figuration information to the EM module, to instruct the
EM module to configure the physical network function.
[0230] S1111. After completing the configuration of the
physical network function of the target network slice in-
stance, the EM module sends network slice instance cre-
ation response information to the NSM&O module, to in-
dicate that the creation of the target network slice in-
stance is completed. The NSM&O module receives the
network slice instance creation response information
sent by the EM module.
[0231] S1112. The NSM&O module sends network
function configuration feedback notification information
to the NM, to indicate, to the NSM&O module, specific
configuration content of the physical network function.
[0232] S1113. When the network function of the target
network slice instance is a virtualized network function,
the NSM&O module sends a virtualized network function
creation request to the VNFM module, to instruct the VN-
FM module to create the virtualized network function.
[0233] S1114. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation request, the VNFM module checks cor-
rectness of the configuration parameter of the virtualized
network function, and authorizes to start an action of
managing a lifecycle of the virtualized network function.
[0234] S1115. When the VNFM module authorizes to
start the action of managing the lifecycle of the virtualized
network function, the VNFM module sends, to the
NSM&O module, information indicating allowed resource
allocation, to indicate that the NSM&O module is allowed
to allocate a resource.
[0235] S1116. The NSM&O module sends a resource
allocation request to the VIM module. The resource al-
location request is used to request the VIM module to
allocate a network resource corresponding to the virtu-
alized network function to the target network slice in-
stance.
[0236] S1117. The VIM module performs a resource
allocation process based on the resource allocation re-
quest of the NSM&O module.
[0237] S1118. After completing the resource alloca-
tion, the VIM module sends resource allocation response
information to the NSM&O module, to indicate that the
allocation of the network resource corresponding to the
virtualized network function is completed. The NSM&O
module receives the resource allocation response infor-
mation.
[0238] S1119. After receiving the resource allocation
response information, the NSM&O module sends re-
source allocation acknowledgement information to the
VNFM module, to indicate, to the VNFM module, that the
allocation of the network resource is completed, so that
the VNFM performs a process of configuring the virtual-
ized network function. The VNFM module receives the
resource allocation response information.
[0239] S1120. After receiving the resource allocation
acknowledgement information, the VNFM module con-
figures a deployment related parameter for the virtualized
network function, for example, configures an IP address

of the virtualized network function or an identifier of the
virtualized network function.
[0240] S1121. After completing the configuration of the
deployment parameter of the virtualized network func-
tion, the VNFM module sends a virtualized network func-
tion addition request to the EM module, to request the
EM module to add the configured virtualized network
function as a managed device. The EM module receives
the virtualized network function request, and adds the
virtualized network function as a managed device.
[0241] S1122. After completing the configuration of the
deployment parameter of the virtualized network func-
tion, the VNFM module sends virtualized network func-
tion creation response information to the NSM&O mod-
ule, to indicate that the creation of the virtualized network
function of the target network slice instance is completed.
The NSM&O module receives the virtualized network
function creation response information.
[0242] S1123. After receiving the virtualized network
function creation response information, the NSM&O
module may learn that the creation of the virtualized net-
work function is already completed. Therefore, the
NSM&O module may configure a parameter of the virtu-
alized network function that is related to the target net-
work slice instance. The NSM&O module sends network
function configuration indication information to the EM
module, to instruct to configure the virtualized network
function.
[0243] S1124. After completing the configuration of the
virtualized network function, the EM module may send
network function configuration response information to
the NSM&O module, to indicate that the configuration of
the virtualized network function is completed. The
NSM&O module receives the network function configu-
ration response information.
[0244] S1125. The NSM&O module sends a network
slice instance activation indication to the storage device,
to instruct to set the target network slice instance to an
active state.
[0245] S1126. The NSM&O module sends a network
function port activation indication to the EM module, to
activate a port for the network function of the target net-
work slice instance, to start data sending or receiving
through a port related to the virtualized network function
or the physical network function.
[0246] S1127. The NSM&O module interacts with the
storage device, to store parameter information of a newly
generated target network slice instance into the storage
device.
[0247] S1128. The NSM&O module sends network
slice instance creation response information to the trans-
mit end device, to indicate that the creation of the network
slice instance is completed. The procedure ends.
[0248] Part S1113 to part S1128 are the same as or
similar to part S810 to part S825 in FIG. 9. For the purpose
of brevity, partial description content is omitted.
[0249] It should be understood that sequence numbers
of the foregoing processes do not mean execution se-
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quences. The execution sequences of the processes
should be determined based on functions and internal
logic of the processes, and should not be construed as
any limitation on the implementation processes of this
embodiment of this application.
[0250] In the embodiment in FIG. 11A and FIG. 11B,
the process of creating the network slice instance in the
fourth network management architecture is shown. The
NSM&O module can flexibly orchestrate and manage the
network function of the network slice instance and the
network resource, thereby improving efficiency of man-
aging the network slice instance.
[0251] Methods for creating a network slice instance
in a plurality of network management architectures in the
embodiments of this application are described above.
The NSM&O module may be a physical module in the
network management architecture, or may be a plurality
of physical modules having a hierarchy. For example,
FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of an NSM&O
module according to another embodiment of this appli-
cation. As shown in FIG. 12, the NSM&O module may
include a plurality of NSM&O modules and is used as a
general control and orchestration module, and can man-
age sub NSM&O modules in a plurality of domains. When
receiving a network slice instance creation request from
a transmit end device, the plurality of NSM&O modules
may analyze the network slice instance creation request,
to divide an entire network slice instance into a plurality
of sub network slice instances. For example, one network
slice instance may be divided into a core network sub
slice instance and a radio access network (Radio Access
Network, RAN) sub slice instance. Alternatively, one net-
work slice instance may be divided into sub network slice
instances provided by a plurality of different operator
(vendor) devices. The plurality of NSM&O modules may
instruct each sub NSM&O module to generate a corre-
sponding sub network slice instance. Description infor-
mation of the sub network slice instance is the same as
or similar to description information of the entire network
slice instance. For example, the description information
may include a network function, a connection relationship
between network functions, a KPI indicator, and a run-
ning parameter needing to be monitored, or may not in-
clude the specific information, and only a service require-
ment of the sub network slice instance needs to be sent
to a sub NSM&O module. How to specifically generate
a sub network slice is determined by the sub NSM&O
module.
[0252] In a process of generating the sub network slice
instance, the sub NSM&O module may exchange infor-
mation with the plurality of NSM&O modules. FIG. 13
shows a process of interaction between the plurality of
NSM&O modules and the sub NSM&O module. FIG. 13
includes three sub NSM&O modules: a first sub NSM&O
module, a second sub NSM&O module, and a third sub
NSM&O module.
[0253] S1301. The plurality of NSM&O modules divide
the network slice instance into a plurality of sub network

slice instances.
[0254] S1302. The plurality of NSM&O modules re-
spectively send a sub network slice instance creation re-
quest to the plurality of sub NSM&O modules, to create
corresponding sub network slice instances. The plurality
of sub NSM&O modules receive the sub network slice
instance creation request.
[0255] S1303. The plurality of sub NSM&O modules
send sub network slice instance creation response infor-
mation to the plurality of NSM&O modules, to indicate
that the creation of the corresponding sub network slice
instances is completed.
[0256] In this embodiment of this application, the
NSM&O module may have a hierarchy, and an entire
network slice instance may be divided into a plurality of
sub network slice instances for management, to flexibly
adapt to features of a plurality of domains and a plurality
of operators in network management.
[0257] The method for managing a network slice in-
stance according to the embodiments of this application
is described in detail above with reference to FIG. 1 to
FIG. 13. An apparatus for managing a network slice in-
stance according to an embodiment of this application is
described in detail below with reference to FIG. 14 to
FIG. 23.
[0258] FIG. 14 shows an apparatus 1400 for managing
a network slice instance according to an embodiment of
this application. The apparatus 1400 may be a first net-
work device, and the apparatus 1400 includes a process-
ing unit 1410 and a communications unit 1420.
[0259] The processing unit 1410 is configured to: re-
ceive a network slice instance creation request from a
transmit end device through the communications unit
1420, where the network slice instance creation request
is used to request to create a target network slice in-
stance, and the network slice instance creation request
includes description information of the target network
slice instance; send network function configuration indi-
cation information to a second network device through
the communications unit 1420 based on the description
information, where the network function configuration in-
dication information is used to instruct the second net-
work device to configure a network function of the target
network slice instance; receive, through the communica-
tions unit 1420, network function configuration response
information sent by the second network device, where
the network function configuration response information
indicates that the configuration of the network function
of the target network slice instance is completed; and
send network slice instance creation response informa-
tion to the transmit end device through the communica-
tions unit 1420, where the network slice instance creation
response information indicates that the creation of the
target network slice instance is completed.
[0260] In this embodiment of this application, the first
network device instructs the second network device to
configure the network function of the network slice in-
stance, to manage a creation process of the network slice
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instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0261] It should be understood that the apparatus 1400
herein is embodied in the form of functional units. The
term "unit" herein may be an application-specific integrat-
ed circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit, ASIC),
an electronic circuit, a processor for performing one or
more software or firmware programs (for example, a
shared processor, a proprietary processor, or a packet
processor), a memory, a combined logic circuit, and/or
another appropriate component supporting the de-
scribed function. In an optional example, a person skilled
in the art may understand that the apparatus 1400 may
be the first network device in the foregoing embodiments,
and the apparatus 1400 may be configured to perform
the procedures and/or steps corresponding to the first
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
To avoid repetition, details are not described herein
again.
[0262] FIG. 15 shows another apparatus 1500 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 1500 may be a
second network device, and the apparatus 1500 includes
a processing unit 1510 and a communications unit 1520.
[0263] The processing unit 1510 is configured to re-
ceive, through the communications unit 1520, network
slice configuration information sent by a first network de-
vice, where the network slice configuration information
is used to instruct the second network device to configure
a network function of a target network slice; and
send network slice configuration response information to
the first network device through the communications unit
1520, where the network slice configuration response
information indicates that the configuration of the network
function corresponding to the target network slice is com-
pleted.
[0264] In this embodiment of this application, the sec-
ond network device receives an indication of the first net-
work device and configures the network function of the
network slice instance, to manage a creation process of
the network slice instance, thereby automatically creat-
ing the network slice instance, and improving efficiency
of managing the network slice instance.
[0265] It should be understood that the apparatus 1500
herein is embodied in the form of functional units. The
term "unit" herein may be an application-specific integrat-
ed circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit, ASIC),
an electronic circuit, a processor for performing one or
more software or firmware programs (for example, a
shared processor, a proprietary processor, or a packet
processor), a memory, a combined logic circuit, and/or
another appropriate component supporting the de-
scribed function. In an optional example, a person skilled
in the art may understand that the apparatus 1500 may
be the second network device in the foregoing embodi-
ments, and the apparatus 1500 may be configured to
perform the procedures and/or steps corresponding to

the second network device in the foregoing method em-
bodiments. To avoid repetition, details are not described
herein again.
[0266] FIG. 16 shows another apparatus 1600 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 1600 may be a
third network device, and the apparatus 1600 includes a
processing unit 1610 and a communications unit 1620.
[0267] The processing unit 1610 is configured to: re-
ceive, through the communications unit 1620, a virtual-
ized network function creation request sent by a first net-
work device, where the virtualized network function cre-
ation request is used to instruct the third network device
to create the virtualized network function of the target
network slice instance; and
send virtualized network function creation response in-
formation to the first network device through the commu-
nications unit 1620, where the virtualized network func-
tion creation response information indicates that the cre-
ation of the virtualized network function of the target net-
work slice instance is completed.
[0268] In this embodiment of this application, the third
network device receives an indication of the first network
device, to manage a creation process of the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0269] It should be understood that the apparatus 1600
herein is embodied in the form of functional units. The
term "unit" herein may be an application-specific integrat-
ed circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit, ASIC),
an electronic circuit, a processor for performing one or
more software or firmware programs (for example, a
shared processor, a proprietary processor, or a packet
processor), a memory, a combined logic circuit, and/or
another appropriate component supporting the de-
scribed function. In an optional example, a person skilled
in the art may understand that the apparatus 1600 may
be the third network device in the foregoing embodi-
ments, and the apparatus 1600 may be configured to
perform the procedures and/or steps corresponding to
the third network device in the foregoing method embod-
iments. To avoid repetition, details are not described
herein again.
[0270] FIG. 17 shows another apparatus 1700 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 1700 may be a
fourth network device, and the apparatus 1700 includes
a processing unit 1710 and a communications unit 1720.
[0271] The processing unit 1710 is configured to: re-
ceive, through the communications unit 1720, a virtual-
ized network function creation request sent by a first net-
work device, where the virtualized network function cre-
ation request is used to instruct the third network device
to create a virtualized network function of a target network
slice instance; and
send virtualized network function creation response in-
formation to the first network device through the commu-
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nications unit 1720, where the virtualized network func-
tion creation response information indicates that the cre-
ation of the virtualized network function of the target net-
work slice instance is completed.
[0272] In this embodiment of this application, the fourth
network device receives an indication of the first network
device, to manage a creation process of the network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0273] It should be understood that the apparatus 1700
herein is embodied in the form of functional units. The
term "unit" herein may be an application-specific integrat-
ed circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit, ASIC),
an electronic circuit, a processor for performing one or
more software or firmware programs (for example, a
shared processor, a proprietary processor, or a packet
processor), a memory, a combined logic circuit, and/or
another appropriate component supporting the de-
scribed function. In an optional example, a person skilled
in the art may understand that the apparatus 1700 may
be the fourth network device in the foregoing embodi-
ments, and the apparatus 1700 may be configured to
perform the procedures and/or steps corresponding to
the fourth network device in the foregoing method em-
bodiments. To avoid repetition, details are not described
herein again.
[0274] FIG. 18 shows another apparatus 1800 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 1800 may be a
fifth network device, and the apparatus 1800 includes a
processing unit 1810 and a communications unit 1820.
[0275] The processing unit 1810 is configured to: re-
ceive, through the communications unit 1820, network
function notification information sent by a first network
device, where the network function notification informa-
tion is used to indicate a network function to be configured
by the first network device; and
send network function response information to the first
network device through the communications interface,
where the network function response information is used
to acknowledge that the fifth network device already de-
termines the network function to be configured by the
first network device.
[0276] In this embodiment of this application, the fifth
network device receives an indication of the first network
device, to manage a creation process of a network slice
instance, thereby automatically creating the network
slice instance, and improving efficiency of managing the
network slice instance.
[0277] It should be understood that the apparatus 1800
herein is embodied in the form of functional units. The
term "unit" herein may be an application-specific integrat-
ed circuit (Application Specific Integrated Circuit, ASIC),
an electronic circuit, a processor for performing one or
more software or firmware programs (for example, a
shared processor, a proprietary processor, or a packet
processor), a memory, a combined logic circuit, and/or

another appropriate component supporting the de-
scribed function. In an optional example, a person skilled
in the art may understand that the apparatus 1800 may
be the fifth network device in the foregoing embodiments,
and the apparatus 1800 may be configured to perform
the procedures and/or steps corresponding to the fifth
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
To avoid repetition, details are not described herein
again.
[0278] FIG. 19 shows another apparatus 1900 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 1900 includes a
processor 1910, a communications interface 1920, a
memory 1930, and a bus system 1940. The processor
1910, the communications interface 1920, and the mem-
ory 1930 are connected to each other by using the bus
system 1940. The memory 1930 is configured to store
an instruction. The processor 1910 is configured to exe-
cute the instruction stored in the memory 1930, to control
the communications interface 1920 to send a signal
and/or receive a signal.
[0279] The processor 1910 is configured to: receive a
network slice instance creation request from a transmit
end device through the communications interface 1920,
where the network slice instance creation request is used
to request to create a target network slice instance, and
the network slice instance creation request includes de-
scription information of the target network slice instance;
send network function configuration indication informa-
tion to a second network device through the communi-
cations interface 1920 based on the description informa-
tion, where the network function configuration indication
information is used to instruct the second network device
to configure a network function of the target network slice
instance; receive, through the communications interface
1920, network function configuration response informa-
tion sent by the second network device, where the net-
work function configuration response information indi-
cates that the configuration of the network function of the
target network slice instance is completed; and send net-
work slice instance creation response information to the
transmit end device through the communications inter-
face 1920, where the network slice instance creation re-
sponse information indicates that the creation of the tar-
get network slice instance is completed.
[0280] It should be understood that, the apparatus
1900 may be specifically the first network device in the
foregoing embodiments, and may be configured to per-
form steps and/or procedures corresponding to the first
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
Optionally, the memory 1930 may include a read-only
memory and a random access memory, and provide an
instruction and data to the processor. Apart of the mem-
ory may further include a non-volatile random access
memory. For example, the memory may further store de-
vice type information. The processor 1910 may be con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
and when the processor 1910 executes the instruction
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stored in the memory, the processor 1910 is configured
to perform steps and/or procedures in the method em-
bodiments corresponding to the first network device.
[0281] FIG. 20 shows another apparatus 2000 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 2000 includes a
processor 2010, a communications interface 2020, a
memory 2030, and a bus system 2040. The processor
2010, the communications interface 2020, and the mem-
ory 2030 are connected to each other by using the bus
system 2040. The memory 2030 is configured to store
an instruction. The processor 2010 is configured to exe-
cute the instruction stored in the memory 2030, to control
the communications interface 2020 to send a signal
and/or receive a signal.
[0282] The processor 2010 is configured to: receive,
through the communications interface 2020, network
slice configuration information sent by a first network de-
vice, where the network slice configuration information
is used to instruct the second network device to configure
a network function of a target network slice; and send
network slice configuration response information to the
first network device through the communications inter-
face 2020, where the network slice configuration re-
sponse information indicates that the configuration of the
network function corresponding to the target network
slice is completed.
[0283] It should be understood that, the apparatus
2000 may be specifically the second network device in
the foregoing embodiments, and may be configured to
perform steps and/or procedures corresponding to the
second network device in the foregoing method embod-
iments. Optionally, the memory 2030 may include a read-
only memory and a random access memory, and provide
an instruction and data to the processor. Apart of the
memory may further include a non-volatile random ac-
cess memory. For example, the memory may further
store device type information. The processor 2010 may
be configured to execute the instruction stored in the
memory, and when the processor 2010 executes the in-
struction stored in the memory, the processor 2010 is
configured to perform steps and/or procedures in the
method embodiments corresponding to the second net-
work device.
[0284] FIG. 21 shows another apparatus 2100 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 2100 includes a
processor 2110, a communications interface 2120, a
memory 2130, and a bus system 2140. The processor
2110, the communications interface 2120, and the mem-
ory 2130 are connected to each other by using the bus
system 2140. The memory 2130 is configured to store
an instruction. The processor 2110 is configured to exe-
cute the instruction stored in the memory 2130, to control
the communications interface 2120 to send a signal
and/or receive a signal.
[0285] The processor 2110 is configured to: receive,
through the communications interface 2020, a virtualized

network function creation request sent by a first network
device, where the virtualized network function creation
request is used to instruct the third network device to
create a virtualized network function of a target network
slice instance; and send virtualized network function cre-
ation response information to the first network device
through the communications interface 2020, where the
virtualized network function creation response informa-
tion indicates that the creation of the virtualized network
function of the target network slice instance is completed.
[0286] It should be understood that, the apparatus
2100 may be specifically the third network device in the
foregoing embodiments, and may be configured to per-
form steps and/or procedures corresponding to the third
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
Optionally, the memory 2130 may include a read-only
memory and a random access memory, and provide an
instruction and data to the processor. Apart of the mem-
ory may further include a non-volatile random access
memory. For example, the memory may further store de-
vice type information. The processor 2110 may be con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
and when the processor 2110 executes the instruction
stored in the memory, the processor 2110 is configured
to perform steps and/or procedures in the method em-
bodiments corresponding to the third network device.
[0287] FIG. 22 shows another apparatus 2200 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 2200 includes a
processor 2210, a communications interface 2220, a
memory 2230, and a bus system 2240. The processor
2210, the communications interface 2220, and the mem-
ory 2230 are connected to each other by using the bus
system 2240. The memory 2230 is configured to store
an instruction. The processor 2210 is configured to exe-
cute the instruction stored in the memory 2230, to control
the communications interface 2220 to send a signal
and/or receive a signal.
[0288] The processor 2210 is configured to: receive,
through the communications interface 2220, a resource
allocation request sent by a first network device, where
the resource allocation request is used to request the
fourth network device to allocate a network resource cor-
responding to a virtualized network function to the target
network slice instance; and
send resource allocation response information to the first
network device through the communications interface
2220, where the resource allocation response informa-
tion is used to indicate that the allocation of the network
resource corresponding to the virtualized network func-
tion of the target network slice instance is completed.
[0289] It should be understood that, the apparatus
2200 may be specifically the third network device in the
foregoing embodiments, and may be configured to per-
form steps and/or procedures corresponding to the third
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
Optionally, the memory 2230 may include a read-only
memory and a random access memory, and provide an
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instruction and data to the processor. Apart of the mem-
ory may further include a non-volatile random access
memory. For example, the memory may further store de-
vice type information. The processor 2210 may be con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
and when the processor 2210 executes the instruction
stored in the memory, the processor 2210 is configured
to perform steps and/or procedures in the method em-
bodiments corresponding to the third network device.
[0290] FIG. 23 shows another apparatus 2300 for man-
aging a network slice instance according to an embodi-
ment of this application. The apparatus 2300 includes a
processor 2310, a communications interface 2320, a
memory 2330, and a bus system 2340. The processor
2310, the communications interface 2320, and the mem-
ory 2330 are connected to each other by using the bus
system 2340. The memory 2330 is configured to store
an instruction. The processor 2310 is configured to exe-
cute the instruction stored in the memory 2330, to control
the communications interface 2320 to send a signal
and/or receive a signal.
[0291] The processor 2310 is configured to: receive,
through the communications interface 2320, network
function notification information sent by a first network
device, where the network function notification informa-
tion is used to indicate a network function to be configured
by the first network device; and
send network function response information to the first
network device through the communications interface
2320, where the network function response information
is used to acknowledge that the fifth network device al-
ready determines the network function to be configured
by the first network device.
[0292] It should be understood that, the apparatus
2300 may be specifically the fifth network device in the
foregoing embodiments, and may be configured to per-
form steps and/or procedures corresponding to the fifth
network device in the foregoing method embodiments.
Optionally, the memory 2330 may include a read-only
memory and a random access memory, and provide an
instruction and data to the processor. Apart of the mem-
ory may further include a non-volatile random access
memory. For example, the memory may further store de-
vice type information. The processor 2310 may be con-
figured to execute the instruction stored in the memory,
and when the processor 2310 executes the instruction
stored in the memory, the processor 2310 is configured
to perform steps and/or procedures in the method em-
bodiments corresponding to the fifth network device.
[0293] It should be understood that sequence numbers
of the foregoing processes do not mean execution se-
quences in various embodiments of this application. The
execution sequences of the processes should be deter-
mined based on functions and internal logic of the proc-
esses, and should not be construed as any limitation on
the implementation processes of the embodiments of this
application.
[0294] Additionally, the terms "system" and "network"

may be used interchangeably in this specification. The
term "and/or" in this specification describes only an as-
sociation relationship for describing associated objects
and represents that three relationships may exist. For
example, A and/or B may represent the following three
cases: Only A exists, both A and B exist, and only B
exists. Additionally, the character "/" in this specification
generally indicates an "or" relationship between the as-
sociated objects.
[0295] It should be understood that in the embodiments
of this application, "B corresponding to A" indicates that
B is associated with A, and B may be determined accord-
ing to A. However, it should be further understood that
determining B according to A does not mean that B is
determined according to A only, that is, B may also be
determined according to A and/or other information.
[0296] A person of ordinary skill in the art may be aware
that, the units and algorithm steps in the examples de-
scribed with reference to the embodiments disclosed
herein may be implemented by electronic hardware,
computer software, or a combination thereof. To clearly
describe the interchangeability between the hardware
and the software, the foregoing has generally described
compositions and steps of each example based on func-
tions. Whether the functions are performed by hardware
or software depends on particular applications and de-
sign constraints of the technical solutions. A person
skilled in the art may use different methods to implement
the described functions for each particular application,
but it should not be considered that the implementation
goes beyond the scope of this application.
[0297] It may be clearly understood by a person skilled
in the art that, for the purpose of convenient and brief
description, for a detailed working process of the forego-
ing system, apparatus, and unit, refer to a corresponding
process in the foregoing method embodiments, and de-
tails are not described herein again.
[0298] In the several embodiments provided in this ap-
plication, it should be understood that the disclosed sys-
tem, apparatus, and method may be implemented in oth-
er manners. For example, the described apparatus em-
bodiment is merely an example. For example, the unit
division is merely logical function division and may be
other division in actual implementation. For example, a
plurality of units or components may be combined or in-
tegrated into another system, or some features may be
ignored or not performed. Additionally, the displayed or
discussed mutual couplings or direct couplings or com-
munication connections may be implemented through
some interfaces, indirect couplings or communication
connections between the apparatuses or units, or elec-
trical connections, mechanical connections, or connec-
tions in other forms.
[0299] The units described as separate parts may or
may not be physically separate, and parts displayed as
units may or may not be physical units, may be located
in one position, or may be distributed on a plurality of
network units. Some or all of the units may be selected
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based on actual needs to achieve the objectives of the
solutions of the embodiments of this application.
[0300] Additionally, the function units in the embodi-
ments of this application may be integrated into one
processing unit, or each of the units may exist alone phys-
ically, or two or more units are integrated into one unit.
The integrated unit may be implemented in a form of hard-
ware, or may be implemented in a form of a software
functional unit.
[0301] When the integrated unit is implemented in the
form of a software function unit and sold or used as an
independent product, the integrated unit may be stored
in a computer-readable storage medium. Based on such
an understanding, the technical solutions of this applica-
tion essentially, or the part contributing to the prior art,
or all or some of the technical solutions may be imple-
mented in the form of a software product. The computer
software product is stored in a storage medium and in-
cludes several instructions for instructing a computer de-
vice (which may be a personal computer, a server, a net-
work device, or the like) to perform all or some of the
steps of the methods described in the embodiments of
this application. The foregoing storage medium includes:
any medium that can store program code, such as a USB
flash drive, a removable hard disk, a read-only memory
(Read-Only Memory, ROM), a random access memory
(Random Access Memory, RAM), a magnetic disk, or an
optical disc.
[0302] To make the application document brief and
clear, technical features and descriptions in one of the
foregoing embodiments may be considered to be appli-
cable to other embodiments, and details are not de-
scribed in the other embodiments.
[0303] The foregoing descriptions are merely specific
implementations of this application, but are not intended
to limit the protection scope of this application. Any equiv-
alent modification or replacement readily figured out by
a person skilled in the art within the technical scope dis-
closed in this application shall fall within the protection
scope of this application. Therefore, the protection scope
of this application shall be subject to the protection scope
of the claims.

Claims

1. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a first network device, a network
slice instance creation request from a transmit
end device, wherein the network slice instance
creation request is used to request to create a
target network slice instance, and the network
slice instance creation request comprises de-
scription information of the target network slice
instance;
sending, by the first network device, network

function configuration indication information to
a second network device based on the descrip-
tion information, wherein the network function
configuration indication information is used to
instruct the second network device to configure
a network function of the target network slice
instance;
receiving, by the first network device, network
function configuration response information
sent by the second network device, wherein the
network function configuration response infor-
mation indicates that the configuration of the net-
work function of the target network slice instance
is completed; and
sending, by the first network device, network
slice instance creation response information to
the transmit end device, wherein the network
slice instance creation response information in-
dicates that the creation of the target network
slice instance is completed.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the net-
work function of the target network slice instance
comprises at least one of the following network func-
tions: a physical network function and a virtualized
network function.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein when
the network function of the target network slice in-
stance comprises a sharable network function, the
network function configuration indication information
comprises an identifier of the target network slice
instance.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein when the network function of the target net-
work slice instance comprises a sharable network
function, the method further comprises:
sending, by the first network device, a network re-
source extension indication to a fourth network de-
vice, wherein the network resource extension indi-
cation is used to instruct the fourth network device
to allocate a network resource to the shared network
function of the target network slice instance.

5. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the method further comprises:
sending, by the first network device, resource reser-
vation indication information to the fourth network
device, wherein the resource reservation indication
information is used to instruct the fourth network de-
vice to reserve a network resource for the target net-
work slice instance.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein when the network function of the target net-
work slice instance comprises a virtualized network
function, the method further comprises:
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sending, by the first network device, a virtualized
network function creation request to a third net-
work device, wherein the virtualized network
function creation request is used to instruct the
third network device to create the virtualized net-
work function of the target network slice in-
stance; and
receiving, by the first network device, virtualized
network function creation response information
sent by the third network device, wherein the
virtualized network function creation response
information indicates that the creation of the vir-
tualized network function of the target network
slice instance is completed.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the meth-
od further comprises:

sending, by the first network device, a resource
allocation request to the fourth network device,
wherein the resource allocation request is used
to request the fourth network device to allocate
a network resource corresponding to the virtu-
alized network function to the target network
slice instance; and
receiving, by the first network device, resource
allocation response information sent by the
fourth network device, wherein the resource al-
location response information is used to indicate
that the allocation of the network resource cor-
responding to the virtualized network function of
the target network slice instance is completed.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein after the
receiving, by the first network device, resource allo-
cation response information sent by the fourth net-
work device, the method further comprises:
sending, by the first network device, resource allo-
cation acknowledgement information to the third net-
work device, wherein the resource allocation ac-
knowledgement information is used to indicate that
the allocation of the network resource corresponding
to the virtualized network function of the target net-
work slice instance is completed.

9. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 8,
wherein the method further comprises:

sending, by the first network device, network
function notification information to a fifth network
device, wherein the network function notification
information is used to indicate a network function
to be configured by the first network device; and
receiving, by the first network device, network
function response information sent by the fifth
network device, wherein the network function re-
sponse information is used to indicate that the
fifth network device already determines the net-

work function to be configured by the first net-
work device.

10. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the method further comprises:

sending, by the first network device, network
function query information to the fifth network
device, wherein the network function query in-
formation is used to request to query for a net-
work function that is already generated by the
fifth network device; and
receiving, by the first network device, network
function feedback information sent by the fifth
network device, wherein the network function
feedback information is used to indicate the net-
work function that is already generated by the
fifth network device.

11. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 10,
wherein the description information comprises at
least one of the following information: description in-
formation of a service requirement of the target net-
work slice instance and configuration parameter in-
formation of a network slice template of the target
network slice instance.

12. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a second network device, network
slice configuration information sent by a first net-
work device, wherein the network slice configu-
ration information is used to instruct the second
network device to configure a network function
of a target network slice; and
sending, by the second network device, network
slice configuration response information to the
first network device, wherein the network slice
configuration response information indicates
that the configuration of the network function
corresponding to the target network slice is com-
pleted.

13. A method for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the method comprises:

receiving, by a third network device, a virtualized
network function creation request sent by a first
network device, wherein the virtualized network
function creation request is used to instruct the
third network device to create a virtualized net-
work function of a target network slice instance;
and
sending, by the third network device, virtualized
network function creation response information
to the first network device, wherein the virtual-
ized network function creation response infor-
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mation indicates that the creation of the virtual-
ized network function of the target network slice
instance is completed.

14. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a fourth network device, a resource
allocation request sent by a first network device,
wherein the resource allocation request is used
to request the fourth network device to allocate
a network resource corresponding to a virtual-
ized network function to the target network slice
instance; and
sending, by the fourth network device, resource
allocation response information to the first net-
work device, wherein the resource allocation re-
sponse information is used to indicate that the
allocation of the network resource correspond-
ing to the virtualized network function of the tar-
get network slice instance is completed.

15. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a fifth network device, network
function notification information sent by a first
network device, wherein the network function
notification information is used to indicate a net-
work function to be configured by the first net-
work device; and
sending, by the fifth network device, network
function response information to the first net-
work device, wherein the network function re-
sponse information is used to acknowledge that
the fifth network device already determines the
network function to be configured by the first net-
work device.

16. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus is a first network device, and
comprises:

a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving a network slice instance creation
request from a transmit end device through
the communications interface, wherein the
network slice instance creation request is
used to request to create a target network
slice instance, and the network slice in-
stance creation request comprises descrip-

tion information of the target network slice
instance;
sending network function configuration in-
dication information to a second network
device through the communications inter-
face based on the description information,
wherein the network function configuration
indication information is used to instruct the
second network device to configure a net-
work function of the target network slice in-
stance;
receiving, through the communications in-
terface, network function configuration re-
sponse information sent by the second net-
work device, wherein the network function
configuration response information indi-
cates that the configuration of the network
function of the target network slice instance
is completed; and
sending network slice instance creation re-
sponse information to the transmit end de-
vice through the communications interface,
wherein the network slice instance creation
response information indicates that the cre-
ation of the target network slice instance is
completed.

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the
network function of the target network slice instance
comprises at least one of the following network func-
tions: a physical network function and a virtualized
network function.

18. The apparatus according to claim 16 or 17, wherein
when the network function of the target network slice
instance comprises a sharable network function, the
network function configuration indication information
comprises an identifier of the target network slice
instance.

19. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
18, wherein when the network function of the target
network slice instance comprises a sharable network
function, the processor is further configured to send
a network resource extension indication to a fourth
network device through the communications inter-
face, wherein the network resource extension indi-
cation is used to instruct the fourth network device
to allocate a network resource to the shared network
function of the target network slice instance.

20. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
19, wherein the processor is further configured to
send resource reservation indication information to
the fourth network device through the communica-
tions interface, wherein the resource reservation in-
dication information is used to instruct the fourth net-
work device to reserve a network resource for the
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target network slice instance.

21. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
20, wherein when the network function of the target
network slice instance comprises a virtualized net-
work function, the processor is further configured to:
send a virtualized network function creation request
to a third network device through the communica-
tions interface, wherein the virtualized network func-
tion creation request is used to instruct the third net-
work device to create the virtualized network function
of the target network slice instance; and receive,
through the communications interface, virtualized
network function creation response information sent
by the third network device, wherein the virtualized
network function creation response information indi-
cates that the creation of the virtualized network
function of the target network slice instance is com-
pleted.

22. The apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the
processor is further configured to: send a resource
allocation request to a fourth network device through
the communications interface, wherein the resource
allocation request is used to request the fourth net-
work device to allocate a network resource corre-
sponding to the virtualized network function to the
target network slice instance; and receive, through
the communications interface, resource allocation
response information sent by the fourth network de-
vice, wherein the resource allocation response infor-
mation is used to indicate that the allocation of the
network resource corresponding to the virtualized
network function of the target network slice instance
is completed.

23. The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein after
receiving the resource allocation response informa-
tion sent by the fourth network device, the processor
is further configured to send resource allocation ac-
knowledgement information to the third network de-
vice through the communications interface, wherein
the resource allocation acknowledgement informa-
tion is used to indicate that the allocation of the net-
work resource corresponding to the virtualized net-
work function of the target network slice instance is
completed.

24. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
23, wherein the processor is further configured to:
send network function notification information to a
fifth network device through the communications in-
terface, wherein the network function notification in-
formation is used to indicate a network function to
be configured by the first network device; and re-
ceive, through the communications interface, net-
work function response information sent by the fifth
network device, wherein the network function re-

sponse information is used to indicate that the fifth
network device already determines the network
function to be configured by the first network device.

25. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
24, wherein the processor is further configured to:
send network function query information to a fifth net-
work device through the communications interface,
wherein the network function query information is
used to request to query for a network function that
is already generated by the fifth network device; and
receive, through the communications interface, net-
work function feedback information sent by the fifth
network device, wherein the network function feed-
back information is used to indicate the network func-
tion that is already generated by the fifth network
device.

26. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
25, wherein the description information comprises
at least one of the following information: description
information of a service requirement of the target net-
work slice instance and configuration parameter in-
formation of a network slice template of the target
network slice instance.

27. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus is a second network device,
and comprises:

a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving, through the communications in-
terface, network slice configuration infor-
mation sent by a first network device,
wherein the network slice configuration in-
formation is used to instruct the second net-
work device to configure a network function
of a target network slice; and
sending network slice configuration re-
sponse information to the first network de-
vice through the communications interface,
wherein the network slice configuration re-
sponse information indicates that the con-
figuration of the network function corre-
sponding to the target network slice is com-
pleted.

28. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus is a third network device, and
the apparatus comprises:
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a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving, through the communications in-
terface, a virtualized network function cre-
ation request sent by a first network device,
wherein the virtualized network function
creation request is used to instruct the third
network device to create a virtualized net-
work function of a target network slice in-
stance; and
sending, through the communications inter-
face, virtualized network function creation
response information to the first network de-
vice, wherein the virtualized network func-
tion creation response information indicates
that the creation of the virtualized network
function of the target network slice instance
is completed.

29. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus is a fourth network device,
and comprises:

a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving, through the communications in-
terface, a resource allocation request sent
by a first network device, wherein the re-
source allocation request is used to request
the fourth network device to allocate a net-
work resource corresponding to a virtual-
ized network function to the target network
slice instance; and
sending resource allocation response infor-
mation to the first network device through
the communications interface, wherein the
resource allocation response information is
used to indicate that the allocation of the
network resource corresponding to the vir-
tualized network function of the target net-
work slice instance is completed.

30. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus is a fifth network device, and

comprises:

a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving, through the communications in-
terface, network function notification infor-
mation sent by a first network device,
wherein the network function notification in-
formation is used to indicate a network func-
tion to be configured by the first network de-
vice; and
sending network function response infor-
mation to the first network device through
the communications interface, wherein the
network function response information is
used to acknowledge that the fifth network
device already determines the network
function to be configured by the first network
device.

31. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a first network device, a network
slice instance creation request from a transmit
end device, wherein the network slice instance
creation request comprises description informa-
tion of a network slice instance;
dividing, by the first network device, a to-be-cre-
ated network slice instance into a plurality of sub
network slice instances; and
respectively sending, by the first network device,
sub network slice instance creation requests
corresponding to the plurality of sub network
slice instances to a plurality of sub first network
devices.

32. A method for managing a network slice instance,
comprising:

receiving, by a sub first network device, a sub
network slice instance creation request from a
first network device; and
generating, by the sub first network device, a
sub network slice instance based on the sub net-
work slice instance request.

33. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus comprises:

a communications interface;
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a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving a network slice instance creation
request from a transmit end device, wherein
the network slice instance creation request
comprises description information of a net-
work slice instance;
dividing a to-be-created network slice in-
stance into a plurality of sub network slice
instances; and
respectively sending sub network slice in-
stance creation requests corresponding to
the plurality of sub network slice instances
to a plurality of sub first network devices.

34. An apparatus for managing a network slice instance,
wherein the apparatus comprises:

a communications interface;
a memory, configured to store an instruction;
and
a processor, connected to the memory and the
communications interface, and configured to ex-
ecute the instruction stored in the memory, to
perform the following steps when executing the
instruction:

receiving a sub network slice instance re-
quest from a first network device; and
generating a sub network slice instance
based on the sub network slice instance re-
quest.
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