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(54) IMAGE-DISPLAY APPARATUS HAVING A MICRO-LENS ARRAY, THE LENSES OF WHICH 
HAVING DIFFERENT CURVATURES

(57) Image-display apparatus (1000) of the head-up
display type comprising a light source, a lens array (8)
and an image-forming device (6) to form an image with
the emitted light on the lens array (8) wherein the light
corresponding to the formed image is transmitted from
the lens array (8) to be reflected by a reflective surface
(10, typically the windshield of an automobile) to visualize
the formed image into a virtual image observable by view-

ing along a predetermined observation-direction from a
predetermined observation-location, wherein the plural-
ity of lenses of the lens array (8) are distributed in such
a manner that lenses transmitting light to said predeter-
mined observation-location at larger incident angles rel-
ative to said predetermined observation-direction have
smaller curvatures.
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Description

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an image dis-
play apparatus, moving body, and lens array. More spe-
cifically, the present disclosure relates to an image dis-
play apparatus for forming an image by light and visual-
izing a virtual image of the image formed, a moving body
mounting the image display apparatus, and a lens array.

Background Art

[0002] For example, JP-2013-254031-A discloses a
head-up display apparatus for forming an image by irra-
diating a microlens array including a plurality of micro-
lenses with laser light modulated in accordance with im-
age information, and visualizing a virtual image of the
formed image by way of a transmission reflection mem-
ber.

SUMMARY

[0003] Example embodiments of the present invention
include an image display apparatus (1000) includes: a
light source (1000) to emit light; a lens array (8) including
a plurality of lenses arranged therein; and an image form-
ing device (6) configured to form an image with the emit-
ted light on the lens array (8). The light corresponding to
the formed image is transmitted from the lens array (8)
to be reflected by a reflective surface (10) to visualize
the formed image into a virtual image. At least two of the
plurality of lenses of the lens array (8) have curvatures
different from each other.
[0004] Example embodiments of the present invention
include a lens array, in which at least two of a plurality of
lenses of the lens array have curvatures different from
each other.
[0005] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, light use efficiency of the image display apparatuses
is improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0006] A more complete appreciation of the disclosure
and many of the attendant advantages and features
thereof can be readily obtained and understood from the
following detailed description with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:

Figs. 1A to 1C are explanatory diagrams of an image
display apparatus according to one embodiment of
the present invention;
Figs. 2A and 2B are explanatory diagrams of occur-
rence of diffusion caused by minute convex lenses

and coherent noise;
Figs. 3A to 3C are explanatory diagrams of removal
of coherent noise;
Figs. 4A to 4C depict exemplary array modes of
minute convex lenses;
Figs. 5A to 5E depict other exemplary array modes
of minute convex lenses;
Figs. 6A and 6B are explanatory diagrams of an-
amorphic minute convex lenses;
Figs. 7A and 7B are explanatory diagrams of exem-
plary scanning target surfaces;
Fig. 8 depicts another exemplary array mode of
minute convex lenses;
Figs. 9A and 9B are explanatory diagrams of a mic-
rolens array according to a first embodiment;
Figs. 10A and 10B are explanatory diagrams of a
microlens array according to a second embodiment;
Figs. 11A and 11B are explanatory diagrams of a
microlens array according to a third embodiment;
Figs. 12A to 12C depict in-plane distributions of radii
of curvature of microlens arrays according to fourth
to sixth embodiments; and
Fig. 13 is an explanatory diagram of laser light to
reach an observer eye from a microlens array
through a windshield.

[0007] The accompanying drawings are intended to
depict example embodiments of the present invention
and should not be interpreted to limit the scope thereof.
The accompanying drawings are not to be considered
as drawn to scale unless explicitly noted.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only and is not in-
tended to be limiting of the present invention. As used
herein, the singular forms "a", "an" and "the" are intended
to include the plural forms as well, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further understood
that the terms "includes" and/or "including", when used
in this specification, specify the presence of stated fea-
tures, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or com-
ponents, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.
[0009] In describing example embodiments shown in
the drawings, specific terminology is employed for the
sake of clarity. However, the present disclosure is not
intended to be limited to the specific terminology so se-
lected and it is to be understood that each specific ele-
ment includes all technical equivalents that operate in a
similar manner.
[0010] One embodiment is described below.
[0011] Figs. 1A to 1C are explanatory diagrams of an
image display apparatus according to one embodiment.
[0012] An image display apparatus 1000 described
with reference to Figs. 1A to 1C is a head-up display
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apparatus to display two-dimensional color images. Figs.
1A depicts the overall apparatus in an illustrative manner.
[0013] As one example, the image display apparatus
1000 is mounted on a moving body such as a vehicle,
airplane, and vessel, and visualizes navigation informa-
tion used for operating the moving body (e.g., information
including speeds and running distances) by way of a
transmission reflection member (e.g., a windshield) dis-
posed on the moving body. Description is given below
by appropriately using a XYZ three-dimensional orthog-
onal coordinate system, i.e., a coordinate system to move
together with the moving body, that is set in the moving
body. It is to be noted that the "transmission reflection
member" denotes a member for transmitting a portion of
incident light and reflecting at least a portion of the re-
maining portion.
[0014] In Fig. 1A, a pixel-displaying beam LC for dis-
playing a color image is emitted from a light source 100
in positive Z direction.
[0015] Beams of three colors of red (hereinafter indi-
cated by "R"), green (hereinafter indicated by "G"), and
blue (hereinafter referred to as "B") are combined into
one beam, i.e., the pixel-displaying beam LC.
[0016] Fig. 1B depicts one exemplary configuration of
the light source 100.
[0017] In Fig. 1B, semiconductor lasers serving as light
sources indicated by RS, GS, and BS radiate laser light
of R, G, and B, respectively. Herein, laser diodes (LD)
also referred to as edge-emitting lasers are used as the
semiconductor lasers. It is to be noted that vertical cavity
surface emitting lasers (VCSEL) may be used for the
semiconductor lasers in place of edge-emitting lasers.
[0018] Coupling lenses RCP, GCP, and BCP suppress
divergence of the laser light beams emitted from the sem-
iconductor lasers RS, GS, and BS.
[0019] The laser light flux beams of these colors whose
divergence is suppressed by the coupling lenses RCP,
GCP, and BCP are shaped through apertures RAP, GAP,
and BAP, i.e., the diameters of the light flux beams are
regulated.
[0020] The shaped laser flux beam of each color is
incident on a beam combining prism 101.
[0021] The beam combining prism 101 has a dichroic
film D1 to transmit R color light and reflect G color light,
as well as a dichroic film D2 to transmit R color light and
G color light and reflect B color light.
[0022] Hence, the beam combining prism 101 emits
laser light flux beams of R, G, and B colors combined
into one light flux beam.
[0023] The emitted light flux is converted to a "parallel
beam" of a predetermined light flux diameter by a lens
102.
[0024] The "parallel beam" is the pixel-displaying beam
LC.
[0025] The laser light flux beams of R, G, and B colors
including the pixel-displaying beam LC are modulated in
intensity by image signals of "a two-dimensional color
image" to be displayed, i.e., in accordance with image

information (image data). The intensity modulation may
be of a direct modulation system in which the semicon-
ductor lasers are directly modulated, or of an external
modulation system in which laser light flux emitted from
the semiconductor lasers is modulated.
[0026] In other words, the semiconductor lasers RS,
GS, and BS are modulated in emission intensity by the
respective image signals of R, G, and B color compo-
nents.
[0027] The pixel-displaying beam LC emitted from the
light source 100 is incident on a two-dimensional deflec-
tor 6 serving as an image forming device and is deflected
two-dimensionally thereby.
[0028] The two-dimensional deflector 6 is a microscop-
ic mirror to swing with respect to "two mutually orthogonal
axes" as swinging axes.
[0029] In other words, the two-dimensional deflector 6
is specifically a micro electro mechanical systems
(MEMS) fabricated as a microscopic swinging mirror de-
vice by way of, for example, a semiconductor process.
[0030] The two-dimensional deflector is not limited to
this example and may have other configurations such as
a combination of two microscopic mirrors swingable
about one axis such that the swinging directions are or-
thogonal to each other.
[0031] The pixel-displaying beam LC two-dimension-
ally deflected as described above is incident on a con-
cave mirror 7, so as to be reflected toward a scanning
target surface 8 such as a microlens array.
[0032] An optical effect of the concave mirror 7 is to
remove distortion in the image to be formed with the two-
dimensionally deflected pixel-displaying beam LC on a
reflective surface 10.
[0033] In other words, the pixel-displaying beam LC
reflected by the concave mirror 7 is incident on the scan-
ning target surface 8 while moving in a parallel direction
with the deflection by the two-dimensional deflector 6, so
as to run over the scanning target surface 8 for two-di-
mensional scanning.
[0034] A "color two-dimensional image" is formed on
the scanning target surface 8 by this two-dimensional
scan.
[0035] Displayed on the scanning target surface 8 at
each moment are apparently "pixels irradiated with the
pixel-displaying beam LC at the moment."
[0036] The color two-dimensional image is formed as
a "group of pixels displayed at each moment" as a result
of the two-dimensional scan with the pixel-displaying
beam LC.
[0037] As described above, the "color two-dimensional
image" is formed on the scanning target surface 8, such
that pixel light, which is light in pixel unit of the image
information, i.e., light corresponding to each pixel, is in-
cident on a concave mirror 9 to be reflected thereby. The
concave mirror 9 functions as a reflective member here.
[0038] Although not depicted in Figs. 1A to 1C, the
scanning target surface 8 has a "minute convex lens
structure" to be described later. The concave mirror 9
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includes a "virtual image forming optical system."
[0039] The "virtual image forming optical system"
forms an enlarged virtual image 12 of the "color two-di-
mensional image."
[0040] The reflective surface 10 is positioned on the
front side of the position at which the enlarged virtual
image 12 is formed, so as to reflect the light flux for form-
ing the enlarged virtual image 12 toward an observer 11
(an eye of the observer is depicted in Fig. 1A.) It is to be
noted that the observer 11, such as an operator who op-
erates the moving body, sees the virtual image from a
predetermined observation location on the optical path
of the laser light reflected by the reflective surface 10
(transmission reflection member.)
[0041] This reflection light allows the observer 11 to
see the enlarged virtual image 12 at the observation lo-
cation.
[0042] As depicted in Fig. 1A, the up-down direction of
the figure is indicated as "Y direction," and the direction
orthogonal to the figure is indicated by "X direction."
[0043] For depiction in Fig. 1A, Y direction is usually
the up-down direction for the observer 11 and thus is
referred to as a "vertical direction."
[0044] Further, X direction is usually the right-left di-
rection for the observer and is thus referred to as a "lateral
direction."
[0045] The scanning target surface 8 has a minute con-
vex lens structure as described above.
[0046] As described later, the minute convex lens
structure has "a plurality of minute convex lenses ar-
ranged densely at a pitch that is close to a pixel pitch."
[0047] The plurality of minute convex lenses here is
two-dimensionally arranged at a predetermined pitch
along a plane (XY plane) orthogonal to Z direction such
that the convex surfaces make a plane of incidence. Spe-
cific arrangement modes include a matrix array with rows
in X direction and columns in Y direction, and a honey-
comb array (zigzag array).
[0048] The planar shape of the minute convex lenses,
i.e., the shape as viewed in Z-axis direction, is, for ex-
ample, circular, or regular N-polygonal (N is a natural
number not less than three). Individual minute convex
lenses have curvatures (radii of curvature) that are equal
to each other.
[0049] Individual minute convex lenses have a function
of diffusing (diffusion function of) the pixel-displaying
beam LC isotropically. More specifically, the minute con-
vex lenses have omnidirectionally uniform diffusion pow-
er. The "diffusion function" is described briefly below.
[0050] Fig. 1C depicts four pixel-displaying beams L1
to L4 incident on the scanning target surface 8.
[0051] These four pixel-displaying beams L1 to L4 here
are pixel-displaying beams that are incident on four cor-
ners of a two-dimensional image to be formed on the
scanning target surface 8.
[0052] Upon being transmitted by the scanning target
surface 8, these four pixel-displaying beams L1 to L4 are
converted into forms like beams L11 to L14.

[0053] If quadrilateral light flux that has a laterally long-
er cross section enclosed by the pixel-displaying beams
L1 to L4 is made incident on the scanning target surface
8, this light flux becomes "divergent quadrilateral light
flux that has a laterally longer cross section enclosed by
the beams L11 to L14."
[0054] This function of the minute convex lenses is the
"diffusion function."
[0055] "Divergent light flux enclosed by the beams L11
to L14" is a resultant of temporally grouping pixel-dis-
playing beams thus converted to divergent light flux.
[0056] The pixel-displaying beams are diffused in or-
der "for the light flux reflected by the reflective surface
10 to irradiate a wider area in the vicinity of the observer
11 eye."
[0057] In case where the diffusion function is not pro-
vided, the light flux reflected by the reflective surface 10
irradiates a "smaller area in the vicinity of the observer
11 eye."
[0058] For this reason, when the observer 11 moves
his/her head and the position of the eye deviates from
the "smaller area," the observer 11 becomes unable to
see the enlarged virtual image 12.
[0059] As described above, the pixel-displaying beam
LC is diffused, such that the light flux reflected by the
reflective surface 10 irradiates a "wider area in the vicinity
of the observer 11 eye."
[0060] Hence, even when the observer "moves his/her
head a little," he/she reliably sees the enlarged virtual
image 12.
[0061] As described above, according to the present
embodiment, the pixel-displaying beam LC incident on
the scanning target surface 8 is a parallel beam, while
the beams transmitted by the scanning target surface 8
becomes a divergent beam.
[0062] Incidentally, in a scan-type image display ap-
paratus to form an image by scanning a scanning target
medium (e.g., a transmissive or a reflective screen) with
laser light, speckle noise is generated which makes a to-
be-seen virtual image flicker irregularly due to the strong
coherence of the laser light, which is coherent light. To
deal with this situation, a microlens array (minute convex
lens structure) having a plurality of microlenses (minute
convex lenses) arranged at a pitch close to the beam
diameter of the laser light is used as the scanning target
medium in the scan-type image display apparatus. By
doing so, the intensity of the speckle noise is reduced
while the angle of divergence is controlled at discretion,
thus improving the visibility of the virtual image.
[0063] However, with microlens arrays in existing
scan-type image display apparatuses, the radii of curva-
ture of the microlenses are uniform, and the angle of di-
vergence of the laser light becomes equal regardless of
the position on the microlens array on which the laser
light is incident. In case of such a design concept, the
curvatures (the radii of curvature) of the microlenses are
set to a value corresponding to the largest angle of di-
vergence of angles of divergence desired at in-plane po-
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sitions of the microlens array. As a result, the angle of
divergence becomes larger than intended in certain in-
plane areas of the microlens array, lowering the light use
efficiency and brightness.
[0064] In view of this, according to the present embod-
iment, at least two curvatures of the plurality of micro-
lenses (minute convex lenses) are set to be different from
each other.
[0065] More specifically, according to the present em-
bodiment, the microlens array (minute convex lens struc-
ture) is provided with radii of curvature of two types or
more. In addition, radii of curvature are distributed in in-
plane directions of the microlens array. In this manner,
a sufficient (minimum) angle of divergence (desired angle
of view) is attained at the in-plane positions, and the light
use efficiency and brightness are improved. It is to be
noted that description is given in detail later of the in-
plane distribution of the radii of curvature within the mi-
crolens array.
[0066] The scanning target surface 8 according to em-
bodiments of the present invention has the "minute con-
vex lens structure" having a plurality of minute convex
lenses for diffusing the pixel-displaying beam LC ar-
ranged densely at a pitch close to the pixel pitch.
[0067] The minute convex lenses are larger than the
"beam diameter of the pixel-displaying beams LC."
[0068] The minute convex lenses are larger than the
"beam diameter of the pixel-displaying beam LC" in order
to reduce coherence noise. This is described below with
reference to Figs. 2A and 2B and Figs. 3A to 3C.
[0069] Fig. 2A depicts a scanning target surface 802.
[0070] The scanning target surface 802 has a minute
convex lens structure having minute convex lenses 801
arranged therein.
[0071] A "pixel-displaying beam" 803 has a light flux
diameter 807 that is smaller than the size of each minute
convex lens 801.
[0072] In other words, the minute convex lenses 801
have a size 806 that is larger than the light flux diameter
807.
[0073] It is to be noted that according to the present
embodiment, the pixel-displaying beam 803 is laser light
flux and has a distribution of light intensity in Gaussian
distribution around the center of the light flux.
[0074] Hence, the light flux diameter 807 is a distance
in radial direction of the light flux having light intensity in
the light intensity distribution to lower to "1/e2."
[0075] In Fig. 2A, the light flux diameter 807 is depicted
in such a manner as to have a size equal to the size 806
of the minute convex lenses 801. The light flux diameter
807 however may be of a different size from the "size
806 of the minute convex lenses 801."
[0076] The size may be any size insofar as the size
806 of the minute convex lenses 801" is not exceeded.
[0077] In Fig. 2A, the pixel-displaying beam 803 is in-
cident on one of the minute convex lenses 801 as a whole
and is converted to diffused light flux 804 having an angle
of divergence 805.

[0078] It is to be noted that the "angle of divergence"
is also referred to as an "angle of diffusion" below.
[0079] In the state of Fig. 2A, the diffused light flux 804
is one in number and does not have interfering light flux,
and thus coherent noise (speckle noise) is not generated.
[0080] It is to be noted that the magnitude of the angle
of divergence 805 is appropriately settable in accordance
with the shape of the minute convex lenses 801.
[0081] In Fig. 2B, a pixel-displaying beam 811 has a
light flux diameter that is twice as large as a pitch 812 at
which the minute convex lenses are arranged, and is
incident over two minute convex lenses 813 and 814.
[0082] In this case, the pixel-displaying beam 811 is
diffused by the two minute convex lenses 813 and 814
onto which the beam is incident, into two divergent light
flux beams 815 and 816.
[0083] The two divergent light flux beams 815 and 816
overlap each other in an area 817 and generate coherent
noise by the mutual interference in this portion.
[0084] Fig. 3A depicts a state in which a pixel-display-
ing beam 824 incident over two minute convex lenses
822 and 823 of a scanning target surface 821.
[0085] The pixel-displaying beam 824 has a light flux
diameter that is equal to the size of, for example, a minute
convex lens 822.
[0086] In this case, the portion of the beam incident on
the minute convex lens 822 becomes divergent light flux
beam 826, while the portion of the beam incident on a
minute convex lens 823 becomes divergent light flux
beam 827, upon being diffused.
[0087] Since the divergent light flux beams 826 and
827 are diffused in directions that go away from each
other, these beams do not overlap with each other, hence
not generating coherent noise in this state.
[0088] In other words, generation of coherent noise
due to the light flux diffused by the minute convex lenses
is preventable by setting the beam diameter of the pixel-
displaying beam 824 to not larger than the size of the
minute convex lens 822.
[0089] Specific numerical examples are given with re-
spect to the diameters of the minute convex lenses and
the beam diameter of the pixel-displaying beam to be
incident on the scanning target surface.
[0090] The beam diameter of the pixel-displaying
beam is easily set on the order of, for example, 150 mm.
[0091] In this case, the size of the minute convex lens-
es including the minute convex lens structure may be set
to a size larger than the above-mentioned 150 mm, such
as 160 mm or 200 mm.
[0092] The scanning target surface 821 depicted in Fig.
3A includes minute convex lenses 822, 823 ... arranged
without gap.
[0093] Hence, the "width of a border portion (hereinaf-
ter also referred to as a "border width") between adjacent
minute convex lens surfaces is zero."
[0094] For this reason, the pixel-displaying beam 824
that is incident on the minute convex lenses 822 and 823
as depicted in Fig. 3A simply generates the divergent
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light flux beams 826 and 827.
[0095] However, in the minute convex lens structure
actually configured, the border width between "adjacent
minute convex lenses" does not "become zero."
[0096] More specifically, in the minute convex lens
structure actually configured as a scanning target surface
831 depicted in Fig. 3B, a border portion 835 between
minute convex lenses 833 and 834 does not have "a
width of zero."
[0097] The border portion 835 between the minute con-
vex lenses 833 and 834 microscopically has a "curved
surface that is smoothly continuous," and the curved sur-
face is formed in the border portion 835.
[0098] The curved surface thus formed in the border
portion 835 acts as a "fine lens surface" with respect to
a portion of incident light when a pixel-displaying beam
is incident on this curved surface portion.
[0099] Hence, a pixel-displaying beam 832 incident
over the minute convex lenses 833 and 834 generates
a divergent light flux beam 838 as well as divergent light
flux beams 836 and 837.
[0100] The divergent light flux beam 838 is generated
by the lens action of the curved surface of the border
portion 835 and overlaps and interferes with the divergent
light flux beams 836 and 837 in areas 839 and 840, which
results in coherent noise.
[0101] Fig. 3C is an explanatory diagram for describing
"reduction and prevention of coherent noise" in the
minute convex lens structure.
[0102] In the minute convex lens structure, a border
portion 843 where the lens surfaces of minute convex
lenses 841 and 842 smoothly join each other configures
a "fine lens surface" itself.
[0103] The curved surface shape of the border portion
843 has radius of curvature "r" as indicated in the figure.
[0104] To facilitate the description, the pixel-displaying
beam incident on the minute convex lens structure here
is single color laser light flux of "wavelength λ."
[0105] In case where radius of curvature r of the border
portion 843 is larger than wavelength λ of the pixel-dis-
playing beam (r > λ), the curved surface with radius of
curvature r has a lens action on the pixel-displaying beam
to be incident thereon.
[0106] Hence, in this case, the portion of the beam
passing the border portion 843 overlaps and interferes
with light flux diffused by the minute convex lenses 841
and 842, which results in coherent noise.
[0107] Meanwhile, where radius of curvature r of the
border portion 843 is smaller than wavelength λ of the
pixel-displaying beam, the border portion 843 comes to
be a "subwavelength structure" with respect to the pixel-
displaying beam.
[0108] As is well known, the subwavelength structure
does not produce a lens action on "light of a wavelength
larger than the subwavelength structure."
[0109] Hence, the border portion 843 with radius of cur-
vature r that is smaller than wavelength λ neither acts as
a "lens" nor transmits the pixel-displaying beam straightly

for divergence.
[0110] For this reason, the portion of the beam trans-
mitted straightly by the border portion 843 does not over-
lap with the divergent light flux diffused by the minute
convex lenses 841 and 842, and thus coherent noise is
not generated due to interference.
[0111] More specifically, the relationship of magnitude
among beam diameter d and wavelength λ of the pixel-
displaying beam, size D of the minute convex lenses,
and radius of curvature r of the surface configuring the
border portion is desirably set as follows: 

[0112] In case where the two-dimensional enlarged vir-
tual image to be displayed is a monochrome image, the
pixel-displaying beam includes single color coherent light
of wavelength λ.
[0113] Hence, in this case, the above D, d, r, and λ are
set to satisfy the above relationship of magnitude, thus
suppressing coherent noise.
[0114] As in the present embodiment, in case where a
two-dimensional color image (enlarged virtual image) is
to be displayed, the pixel-displaying beam LC is a com-
bination of beams of the three colors, R, G, and B.
[0115] Provided that the wavelengths of these three
beams are λR (= 640 nm), λG (= 510 nm), and λB (= 445
nm), the relationship of magnitude of these is represent-
ed as "λR > λG > λB."
[0116] Hence, from the viewpoint of prevention of co-
herent noise, radius of curvature r of the surface config-
uring the above-described border portion may be set
smaller than the minimum wavelength λB, for example,
to 400 nm.
[0117] However, setting radius of curvature r smaller
than the largest wavelength λR, for example, to 600 nm,
allows for prevention of coherent noise due to R compo-
nents of the pixel-displaying beam.
[0118] In other word, coherent noise is effectively re-
duced.
[0119] Where "r (for example, 500 nm) < λG," coherent
noise due to the light including R components and G com-
ponents of the pixel-displaying beam is prevented.
[0120] In case where the pixel-displaying beam LC is
a "combination of beams of the three colors, R, G, and
B," coherent noise is generated independently for these
three-color components.
[0121] The independent coherent noises for the beams
of three colors, R, G, and B, "as a whole" become per-
ceivable coherent noise.
[0122] Hence, removal of coherent noise of at least
one of the three colors significantly improves perceivable
coherent noise, thus contributing enhancement of image
quality of the observed image.
[0123] Accordingly, even "R components of the longest
wavelength" of the three colors have an effect in prevent-
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ing coherent noise, and the "reduction effect" increases
in the order of G components and B components.
[0124] Hence, setting radius of curvature r smaller than
the longest wavelength λR, for example, to 600 nm helps
achieve a certain level of effect in respect of reduction in
coherent noise.
[0125] The visibility of coherent noise is generally high-
er in the order of R ≈ G > B, although the noise intensity
varies depending on the wavelength and the beam di-
ameter, or a multimode/single mode.
[0126] In other words, light of wavelength λB is less
perceptive to human eyes, and coherent noise tends to
be less conspicuous.
[0127] Hence, setting radius of curvature r smaller than
wavelength λG, for example, to 500 nm, allows for re-
duction of coherent noise due to light of relatively highly
visible wavelengths λR and λG.
[0128] Even when coherent noise is generated due to
light of less visible wavelength λB, such noise is not so
conspicuous.
[0129] Obviously, setting radius of curvature r smaller
than wavelength λB, for example, to 400 nm, reduces
coherent noise even more effectively, as described
above.
[0130] The plurality of minute convex lenses including
the minute convex lens structure each has a size on the
order of 100 mm as described above, and this size is
achievable as typical "microlenses."
[0131] Further, the minute convex lens structure hav-
ing the plurality of minute convex lenses arranged therein
is achievable as a "microlens array."
[0132] Hence, the minute convex lenses are hereinaf-
ter also referred to as "microlenses," and the minute con-
vex lens structure is also referred to as a "microlens ar-
ray."
[0133] The microlens array is generally fabricated in
such a manner that a mold with a surface for transferring
a lens surface array of the microlens array is fabricated,
and that this mold is used to transfer the mold surface to
a resin material.
[0134] Known methods for forming the transfer surface
on the mold include a method using cutting or photoli-
thography.
[0135] The transfer of the transfer surface to a resin
material is conducted by, for example, "injection mold-
ing."
[0136] Reduction in radius of curvature at the border
portion between adjacent microlenses is achieved by re-
ducing the border width.
[0137] The smaller border width is achieved by sharp-
ening the border portion configured by adjacent micro-
lens surfaces.
[0138] Various machining methods are known to re-
duce the size of the "border width between adjacent mi-
crolenses" in a mold for the microlens array.
[0139] For example, Japanese Patent No. 4,200,223
discloses a method of removing a non-lens portion of a
border portion by increasing the radius of curvature of

each microlens through anisotropic etching and ion ma-
chining.
[0140] Further, Japanese Patent No. 5,010,445 de-
scribes a method of removing a flat surface between ad-
jacent microlenses by using isotropic dry etching.
[0141] For example, these known methods are used
to fabricate a microlens array that has a surface config-
uring the border portion between adjacent microlenses
with a sufficiently small radius of curvature.
[0142] In other words, the above-described scanning
target surface may be configured as a microlens array
having a structure in which a plurality of microlenses are
arranged close to each other.
[0143] Coherent noise due to R-component light is pre-
vented by the configuration of the microlens array having
each surface configuring the border portion between ad-
jacent microlenses with radius of curvature r that is small-
er than 640 nm.
[0144] Further, coherent noise due to R-component
light and G-component light is prevented by the config-
uration of the microlens array having radius of curvature
r that is smaller than 510 nm.
[0145] Coherent noise caused by R-, G- and B-com-
ponent light is prevented by the configuration of the mi-
crolens array having each surface configuring the border
portion between adjacent microlenses with radius of cur-
vature r that is smaller than 445 nm.
[0146] In the foregoing, description is given of the im-
age display apparatus (head-up display apparatus) de-
picted in Figs. 1A to 1C.
[0147] The concave mirror 7 depicted in Figs. 1A to 1C
has a "function of removing distortion in an image to be
formed on the reflective surface 10 by the two-dimen-
sionally deflected pixel-displaying beam LC."
[0148] More specifically, the concave mirror 7 func-
tions as a "deflection range regulator for adjusting the
deflection range of the two-dimensionally deflected pixel-
displaying beam and regulating the scanning range of
the scanning target surface."
[0149] Such a deflection range regulator may be elim-
inated in case of a negligible angle of deflection of the
pixel-displaying beam that is two-dimensionally deflected
by the two-dimensional deflector 6.
[0150] Conditions for the minute convex lens structure
(microlens array) and the minute convex lenses (micro-
lenses) are as described above.
[0151] More specifically, "a plurality of minute convex
lenses larger than the beam diameter of the pixel-dis-
playing beam is arranged densely at a pitch that is close
to the pixel pitch to configure the minute convex lens
structure."
[0152] Three specific exemplary modes of the micro-
lens array satisfying such conditions are depicted in Figs.
4A to 4C.
[0153] A microlens array 87 of which a mode example
is depicted in Fig. 4A has square-shaped microlenses
8711, 8712, ... arranged in a square matrix.
[0154] The number of pixels of a two-dimensional im-
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age (enlarged virtual image) to be displayed on the head-
up display apparatus is decided by an arrangement pe-
riod of the microlenses in the microlens array.
[0155] In case of the array of Fig. 4A, the centers of
the microlenses 8711 and 8712 next to each other in X-
axis direction are at a distance X1.
[0156] Further, in the figure, the centers of the micro-
lens 8711 and a microlens 8721 next to each other in Y-
axis direction are at a distance Y1. These X1 and Y1 may
be considered as an "effective size of one pixel."
[0157] The "effective size of one pixel" is hereinafter
also referred to as an "effective pitch of one pixel" or
"effective pixel pitch."
[0158] A microlens array 88 of which an exemplary
mode is depicted in Fig. 4B has a regular hexagonal mi-
crolenses 8811, 8821, ... thickly arranged therein.
[0159] In the array of microlenses in this case, the ar-
ranged microlenses including the microlens 8811 do not
have parallel sides in X-axis direction.
[0160] In other words, the upper side and lower side
of the microlenses arranged in X-axis direction make a
"zigzag shape," and thus such an array is referred to as
a "zigzag array."
[0161] A microlens array 89 of which an exemplary
mode is depicted in Fig. 4C has a regular hexagonal mi-
crolenses 8911, 8921, ... thickly arranged therein.
[0162] In the array of microlenses in this case, the ar-
ranged microlenses including the microlens 8911 have
parallel sides in X-axis direction. The array in this case
is referred to as an "armchair array."
[0163] The zigzag array and the armchair array are
referred to as a "honeycomb array" collectively.
[0164] The zigzag array depicted in Fig. 4B is rotated
by 90 degrees to configure the armchair array depicted
in Fig. 4C.
[0165] In the zigzag array, the array of the microlenses
has X2 depicted in the figure that may be considered as
an "effective pixel pitch in X-axis direction" and Y2 that
may be considered as an "effective pixel pitch in Y-axis
direction."
[0166] In the armchair array, X3 depicted in the figure
may be considered as an "effective pixel pitch in X-axis
direction," and Y3 may be considered as an "effective
pixel pitch in Y-axis direction."
[0167] In Fig. 4B, the effective pixel pitch Y2 is a dis-
tance between the center of the microlens 8821 and the
middle point of a side on the right of the microlens 8811.
[0168] In Fig. 4C, the effective pixel pitch X3 is a dis-
tance between the middle point of a side in contact with
two microlenses contacting the microlens 8911 at the
right side, and the center of the microlens 8911.
[0169] In the zigzag array, since the effective pixel pitch
X2 in X-axis direction is small, resolution in X-axis direc-
tion in image display is improved.
[0170] Further, in the armchair array, resolution in Y-
axis direction is improved.
[0171] In this manner, the microlenses are arranged in
a honeycomb shape, such that pixels smaller than the

actual lens diameter are effectively rendered and the
number of effective pixels is increased.
[0172] As described above, in the minute convex lens
structure (microlens array) of the scanning target surface,
the border portion between adjacent microlenses has ra-
dius of curvature r.
[0173] Radius of curvature r is, for example, smaller
than wavelength λR of R components of the pixel-dis-
playing beam.
[0174] Hence, as described earlier, "coherent noise
due to interference by R-component coherent light" is
prevented.
[0175] However, in case where radius of curvature r is
larger than wavelength λG of G-component light and
wavelength λB of B-component light of the pixel-display-
ing beam, these light beams are diffused at the border
portion and interfere with each other.
[0176] Hence, coherent noise is generated due to this
interference.
[0177] Herein, in case of the "array in a square matrix"
in Fig. 4A, divergence (diffusion) at the border portion
occurs in two directions, i.e., Xa direction and Ya direction
in the figure, each of which could be a cause of coherent
noise.
[0178] On the other hand, in case of the array of Fig.
4B, diffusion at the border portion occurs in three direc-
tions of 8A, 8B, and 8C. Further, in case of Fig. 4C, dif-
fusion occurs in three directions of 9A, 9B, and 9C.
[0179] In other words, diffusion at the border portion
occurs in two directions in the square matrix array and
three directions in the honeycomb array.
[0180] Hence, coherent noise is generated in two di-
rections in the square matrix array and three directions
in the honeycomb array.
[0181] In other words, coherent noise to be generated
is "dispersed in two directions" in the square matrix array
while being "dispersed in three directions" in the honey-
comb array.
[0182] Coherent light to cause coherent noise has a
constant maximum intensity.
[0183] Hence, as the number of dispersions increases,
the "contrast of the coherent noise to be generated" is
weakened and becomes less visible (less conspicuous.)
[0184] Hence, in case where "coherent noise due to
components of a wavelength smaller than radius of cur-
vature r of the border portion" is tolerated, the "honey-
comb array" is preferably chosen for the array of the mi-
crolenses.
[0185] It is to be noted that in case where the border
width is larger than the above-mentioned wavelength λR,
coherent noise due to R-component coherent light is also
generated.
[0186] However, the "border width between the lens
surfaces" of adjacent minute convex lenses is microscop-
ic, and the coherent light to be incident on the portion
with the microscopic border width has low light energy.
[0187] Hence, the light energy to generate coherent
noise is not high either.
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[0188] Accordingly, even if coherent noise is generat-
ed, the above-described dispersion in three directions
makes the contrast weaker in case of the honeycomb
array.
[0189] Hence, visibility of coherent noise is effectively
reduced.
[0190] As described with reference to Fig. 1A, the vir-
tual image forming optical system to form the two-dimen-
sional enlarged virtual image 12 includes the concave
mirror 9.
[0191] In other words, the enlarged virtual image 12 is
a group of pixel images to be formed by the concave
mirror 9.
[0192] The diffusion function of the minute convex
lenses is exerted differently in directions orthogonal to
each other by imparting an anamorphic function to the
microlenses, which are minute convex lenses.
[0193] With reference to Figs. 6A and 6B, microlenses
(minute convex lenses) that are thickly provided on the
scanning target surface 8 are individually illustrated by
the reference numeral 80 in Figs. 6A and 6B. In the ex-
ample of Fig. 6A, the minute convex lenses have a ver-
tically longer oval shape and are arranged in a "matrix
array."
[0194] In the example of Fig. 6B, the minute convex
lenses 80 have a vertically longer hexagonal shape with
parallel sides in X-axis direction and are arranged in the
"armchair array."
[0195] The minute convex lenses 80 have radii of cur-
vature of the lens surfaces that are different in X-axis
directions and Y-axis direction. Radius of curvature Rx
in X-axis direction is smaller than radius of curvature Ry
in Y-axis direction. In other words, the minute convex
lenses 80 have a larger curvature in X-axis direction than
in Y-axis direction.
[0196] Hence, the minute convex lenses 80 have pow-
er (diffusion power) in X-axis direction that is greater than
power (diffusion power) in Y-axis direction.
[0197] Further, since curvatures are given both in X-
axis direction and Y-axis direction of the lens surfaces,
as depicted in Fig. 6B, the minute convex lenses may be
shaped hexagonal, and the "visibility of coherent noise"
is lowered as described above.
[0198] Figs. 6A and 6B depict a case in which the pixel-
displaying beam LC is incident on one of the minute con-
vex lenses 80. In Figs. 6A and 6B, the individual minute
convex lenses 80 have a larger width in Y-axis direction
than in X-axis direction.
[0199] Further, as depicted in Fig. 6A, the beam diam-
eter of the pixel-displaying beam LC has "an oval shape
that is longer in Y-axis direction," and the light flux diam-
eter in Y-axis direction is set smaller than the diameter
of the minute convex lenses 80 in Y-axis direction.
[0200] In this manner, the pixel-displaying beam LC is
allowed to "be incident so as not to cross over a lens
border," and the cross-sectional shape of the divergent
light flux to be emitted has an oval shape that is longer
in X-axis direction (laterally longer.)

[0201] Regardless of the length in Y-axis direction and
length in X-axis direction of the minute convex lenses,
where the curvature in X-axis direction is greater than
the curvature in Y-axis direction, the divergent beam to
be emitted from each minute convex lens has a light flux
cross section FX that is longer in X-axis direction than in
Y-axis direction. In other words, the light flux cross sec-
tion FX is laterally longer.
[0202] The head-up display apparatus described
above may be, for example, used as an on-vehicle au-
tomobile part. In this case, X-axis direction is a "lateral
direction as viewed from the driver’s seat," and Y-axis
direction is a "vertical direction."
[0203] The reflective surface 10 in this case is the wind-
shield of an automobile.
[0204] In this case, for example, a "navigation image"
is displayable as the enlarged virtual image 12 frontward
on the windshield, allowing the driver, who is the observer
11, to observe the image while sitting on the driver’s seat
with the eyes almost fixed.
[0205] In such a case, as described above, the en-
larged virtual image to be displayed is an "image that is
laterally longer as viewed from the driver"; in other words,
an image to be formed on the microlenses and an en-
larged virtual image are generally desirably images that
are larger in angle of view in X-axis direction.
[0206] Further, as described above, so as for the driv-
er, who is the observer, to recognize the display even
when he/she views a display image diagonally from the
right or left, "the angle of view is desirably larger" in the
lateral direction "as compared to the vertical direction.
[0207] For this reason, the angle of diffusion (aniso-
tropic diffusion) is desirably larger in the longitudinal di-
rection of the enlarged virtual image, i.e., X-axis direction,
as compared to the short-length direction, i.e., Y-axis di-
rection.
[0208] Accordingly, the minute convex lenses of the
scanning target surface are preferably anamorphic lens-
es that have a larger curvature in the longitudinal direction
than in the short-length direction of the image formed on
the microlenses or the enlarged virtual image. The angle
of diffusion for diverging the pixel-displaying beam is set
wider in the "lateral direction than in the vertical direction
of the two-dimensional image."
[0209] In this manner, light is diverged in a range that
is minimum in terms of attaining the desired angle of view
of the head-up display apparatus, the light use efficiency
is improved, and the brightness of the display image is
improved.
[0210] Obviously, the above-configuration is achieved
not with the "anisotropic diffusion" as described above
but with the "isotropic diffusion" in which the angles of
diffusion are equal in the vertical direction and the lateral
direction.
[0211] However, in case of the head-up display appa-
ratus for use as an on-vehicle automobile part, the driver
rarely conducts observation from a position in the up-
down direction with respect to the display image.
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[0212] Hence, in such a case, the angle of diffusion for
diffusing the pixel-displaying beam is preferably set wider
in the "lateral direction than in the vertical direction of the
two-dimensional image" in terms of light use efficiency
as described above.
[0213] As has been known, the minute convex lenses
(microlenses) may have an "aspherical" lens "surface."
[0214] While the anamorphic lens surface described
immediately above is also an "aspherical surface," the
lens surfaces of the minute convex lenses may be pro-
vided in the form of a more typical aspherical surface,
such that aberration correction is performed as well.
[0215] Aberration correction allows an "irregularity in
intensity of diffusion" to be reduced.
[0216] The minute convex lens structures (microlens
arrays) depicted in Figs. 4A to 4C include individual
minute convex lenses (microlenses) of square shape or
hexagonal shape.
[0217] The minute convex lenses may have a shape
other than such regular polygonal shapes; for example,
the lenses may have a shape that the shape of the mic-
rolenses depicted in Figs. 4A to 4C is elongated in one
direction.
[0218] In this case, the square shape is modified to a
"rectangular shape," and the regular hexagonal shape is
modified to an elongate variant hexagonal shape.
[0219] In the arrays of Figs. 4A to 4C, the minute con-
vex lens structures have effective pixel pitches of X1 to
X3 in X-axis direction and Y1 to Y3 in Y-axis direction.
[0220] Where the effective pixel pitches in X-axis di-
rection thus defined are generally denoted by "SX" and
the effective pixel pitches in Y-axis direction are generally
denoted by "SY," the ratio of these pitches SY/SX is re-
ferred to as an "aspect ratio."
[0221] In case of Fig. 4A, the aspect ratio is "Y1/X1."
Since X1 = Y1, the aspect ratio is one.
[0222] The aspect ratio in the case of Fig. 4B is
"Y2/X2." Since Y2 > X1, the aspect ratio is larger than
one.
[0223] The aspect ratio in the case of Fig. 4C is
"Y3/X3." Since Y3 < X3, the aspect ratio is smaller than
one.
[0224] In the minute convex lens structures of micro-
lens arrays 91 to 95 depicted in Figs. 5A to 5E, the ef-
fective pixel pitches are defined as described below in
the same manner as in the case of Figs. 4A to 4C.
[0225] More specifically, the effective pixel pitches in
X-axis direction and Y-axis direction are "X11 and Y11,"
"X12 and Y12," and "X13 and Y13," respectively, in Figs.
5A to 5E.
[0226] The minute convex lens structure of Fig. 5A has
rectangular minute convex lenses 9111, 9112, ...
9121, ... arranged in square matrix, and the aspect ratio
is larger than one.
[0227] In the microlens arrays 92 to 95 depicted in Figs.
5B to 5E, the minute convex lens structures thereof are
of a honeycomb array.
[0228] In the honeycomb arrays depicted in Figs. 5B,

5D, and 5E, the aspect ratios "Y12/X12" and "Y13/X13"
are both larger than one.
[0229] The five examples of the minute convex lens
structure depicted in Figs. 5A to 5E each include "minute
convex lenses" that are longer in Y-axis direction than in
X-axis direction.
[0230] In this manner, in case of the "minute convex
lenses having a shape that is longer in Y-axis direction
than in X-axis direction," the minute convex lenses are
easily shaped by setting the curvature in X-axis direction
larger than the curvature in Y-axis direction.
[0231] Hence, the earlier-described "anamorphic opti-
cal function" is easily achievable "where the power is
greater in X-axis direction than in Y-axis direction."
[0232] For example, in the case of the example depict-
ed in Fig. 5A, specific examples include X11 = 150 mm,
Y11 = 200 mm, and the aspect ratio = 200/150 = 4/3 > 1.
[0233] Obviously, in this case, the beam diameter of
the pixel-displaying beam is set smaller than 150 mm in
X-axis direction and smaller than 200 mm in Y-axis direc-
tion.
[0234] The arrays of the minute convex lenses depict-
ed in Figs. 5B to 5D each are of a honeycomb array, and
the individual minute convex lenses have a "shape that
is longer in Y-axis direction."
[0235] The array of Fig. 5B is of a "zigzag type," and
the arrays of Figs. 5C to 5E are of an "armchair type."
[0236] The "zigzag type, vertically longer honeycomb
array" of Fig. 5B and the "armchair type, vertically longer
honeycomb arrays" of Fig. 5C are obviously both adopt-
able.
[0237] However, the exemplary arrays of Fig. 5C are
distinctive over the exemplary example of Fig. 5B in the
following aspects:
[0238] Specifically, the arrays of Fig. 5C has, as com-
pared to the array of Fig. 5B, a smaller "difference in size
between X-axis direction and Y-axis direction" of micro-
scopic lenses, and the "difference in effective pixel size"
is smaller in the vertical and lateral directions.
[0239] Specific dimensions are given.
[0240] For example, in Fig. 5B, the lens diameter in X-
axis direction of lenses including the minute convex lens-
es 9211 and 9212 is R2x = 100 mm, and the lens diameter
thereof in Y-axis direction is R2y = 200 um.
[0241] In this regard, the effective pixel pitch in X-axis
direction (= X12) is 50 mm, and the effective pixel pitch
in Y-axis direction (= Y12) is 150 mm.
[0242] Likewise, in Fig. 5C, the lens diameter in X-axis
direction of lenses including the minute convex lenses
9311 and 9312 is R3x = 100 mm, and the lens diameter
thereof in Y-axis direction is R3y = 200 mm.
[0243] Further, the vertical sides of the hexagonal
shape of the lenses including the minute convex lens
9311 have a length of 50 mm.
[0244] In this regard, the effective pixel pitch in X-axis
direction (= X13) is 75 mm, and the effective pixel pitch
in Y-axis direction (= Y13) is 100 mm.
[0245] Hence, "the effective pixel pitches in X- and Y-
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axis directions" have "values closer to each other" in the
array of Fig. 5C (75 mm and 100 mm) as compared to the
case of the array of Fig. 5B (50 mm and 100 mm).
[0246] In Figs. 5C, 5D, and 5E, the effective pixel pitch-
es in X-axis direction are X13, and the effective pixel
pitches in Y-axis direction are Y13.
[0247] This is because the pixel pitch in X-axis direction
and the pixel pitch in Y-axis direction are similarly defined
in the honeycomb arrays (armchair type honeycomb ar-
rays) of Figs. 5C to 5E.
[0248] In Fig. 5D, lenses such as minute convex lenses
9411 and 9421 have shorter up-down sides parallel along
X-axis direction and longer diagonal sides.
[0249] Further, in Fig. 5E, lenses such as minute con-
vex lenses 9511 and 9521 have shorter up-down sides
parallel along X-axis direction and longer diagonal sides.
[0250] As depicted in these figures, the modified hex-
agonal shape of the minute convex lenses allows for ad-
justment of pixel pitch X13 in X-axis direction and pixel
pitch Y13 in Y-axis direction.
[0251] Like the case of Fig. 5C, the arrays depicted in
these Figs. 5D and 5E have a "vertically longer minute
convex lens structure," and thus "equalization of effective
pixel pitches" in X- and Y-axis directions is achievable.
[0252] For example, lenses such as microlenses 9611
and 9621 of a microlens array 96 depicted in Fig. 8 have
a vertically longer hexagonal shape similar to that of the
microlens array 95 depicted in Fig. 5D.
[0253] The array of lenses including the microlens
9611 depicted in Fig. 8 is an "armchair type, vertically
longer honeycomb array" similar to that in Fig. 5C.
[0254] The hexagonal shape of the lenses including
the microlens 9611 is set such that effective pixel pitch
X14 in X-axis direction is perfectly equal to effective pixel
pitch Y14 in Y-axis direction.
[0255] In this manner, in the armchair type, vertically
longer honeycomb array, the aspect ratio may be set to
one. In case of minute convex lenses having a size that
is larger than or approximately equal to the beam diam-
eter of the pixel-displaying beam, if the aspect ratio of
the effective pixel pitches is one, reproducibility by way
of virtual images is enhanced with respect to the image
data to be projected as such virtual images. This is be-
cause the pixel pitch on the microlens array of the image
data to be projected as virtual images is matched with
the effective pixel pitch, or the effective pixel pitch is
brought closer to the pixel pitch on the microlens array
of the image data to be projected as virtual images as
compared to other effective pixel pitches.
[0256] In the foregoing, the vertical direction is de-
scribed as the "up-down direction," and the lateral direc-
tion is described as the "right-left direction;" however, this
is for the sake of convenience in terms of specificity.
[0257] The vertical direction in the actual space may
be different depending on the direction in which the mi-
crolens array is installed in the image display apparatus
or in which the image display apparatus is mounted to a
moving body such as a vehicle.

[0258] The two-dimensional deflector 6 reciprocatingly
swings a plurality of times with respect to one axis (swing-
ing along a second axis) while reciprocatingly swinging
with respect to the other axis (swinging along a first axis)
one time. In many cases, X-axis direction, which is the
longitudinal direction of the enlarged virtual image, is set
as the direction in which scan is performed on the mic-
rolens array with the pixel-displaying beam LC by the
swing along the second axis. Hence, the vertical sides
of the "armchair type" hexagonal microlenses that are
parallel along X-axis direction are approximately parallel
to the direction in which scan is performed with the pixel-
displaying beam LC on the microlens array. The "arm-
chair type, vertically longer honeycomb structure" is
formed by extending the distance between two sides that
are the most parallel to the direction in which scan is
performed on the "armchair type," hexagonal microlens
array with the pixel-displaying beam, i.e., the distance
between a side that is the most parallel to the direction
in which scan is performed on the microlens array with
the pixel-displaying beam and a side opposite thereto,
into a direction orthogonal to these two sides.
[0259] Hence, the armchair type, vertically longer hon-
eycomb array provides for improvement in brightness
and increase in number of effective pixels, and besides
for reduction in difference between the effective pixel
pitch in X-axis direction (lateral direction) and the effec-
tive pixel pitch in Y-axis direction (vertical direction).
[0260] Any shape is selectable as the "shape of the
minute convex lenses" as depicted in Figs. 5C to 5E, for
example, for controlling the angle of divergence of diver-
gent light flux.
[0261] In the head-up display apparatus depicted in
Fig. 1A, the pixel-displaying beam LC is orthogonally in-
cident on the minute convex lens structure of the scan-
ning target surface 8.
[0262] However, the mode of incidence of the pixel-
displaying beam on the scanning target surface is not
limited to such "orthogonal incidence."
[0263] For example, a mode of incidence as in Fig. 7A
is conceivable in case where the head-up display appa-
ratus is downsized by cleverly aligning optical devices
from the light source to the reflective surface.
[0264] Specifically, in the example of Fig. 7A, the pixel-
displaying beam LC is incident on the scanning target
surface 8 at an angle.
[0265] In case where the lens surfaces of the minute
convex lenses are "aspherical surfaces," the pixel-dis-
playing beam LC is incident at an angle with respect to
the optical axis of the aspherical surfaces, which may
impair the function of the aspherical surfaces.
[0266] In such a case, like a scanning target surface
8a of Fig. 7B, lens surface optical axes AX of minute
convex lenses ML are inclined with respect to a reference
plane of the scanning target surface 8a from the orthog-
onal direction.
[0267] In this manner, lens surface optical axes AX are
brought parallel to the direction of incidence of the pixel-
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displaying beam LC or closer to a direction parallel to the
direction of incidence.
[0268] It is to be noted that the reference plane of the
scanning target surface 8a is a surface on which the
minute convex lenses ML are arranged in an array.
[0269] In this manner, miniaturization of optical sys-
tems and improvement in light use efficiency are
achieved, such that the "directions in which the pixel-
displaying beam is diverged by the minute convex lens-
es" are made uniform.
[0270] The head-up display apparatus described
above may be mounted to not only the above-mentioned
automobiles but also various operable moving bodies
such as trains, vessels, helicopters, and airplanes. For
example, the windshield of a motorcycle may be the
transmission reflection member.
[0271] In this case, the glass portion in front of the driv-
er’s seat may be a reflective surface.
[0272] Obviously, the head-up display apparatus may
be implemented as an "image display apparatus for mov-
ie viewing."
[0273] As described above, the minute convex lenses
of the minute convex lens structure diffuse the pixel-dis-
playing beam. It is also conceivable that the beam is dif-
fused in one direction out of the two directions of X and
Y directions.
[0274] In such a case, "minute convex cylinder surfac-
es" are applicable as the lens surfaces of the minute con-
vex lenses.
[0275] It has been known that the shape of the minute
convex lenses is defined hexagonal, and that the array
of the lenses is configured as a honeycomb array, in as-
sociation with methods of manufacturing microlens ar-
rays.
[0276] The above-described head-up display appara-
tus may be adopted for, for example, an on-vehicle device
for automobiles. In this case, X direction is the "lateral
direction as viewed from the driver’s seat," and Y direc-
tion is the "vertical direction."
[0277] The reflective surface 10 in this case is the wind-
shield of an automobile.
[0278] In this case, for example, a "navigation image"
is displayable as the enlarged virtual image 12 frontward
on the windshield, allowing the driver, who is the observer
11, to observe the image while sitting on the driver’s seat
with the eyes almost fixed to the windshield in front of
him/her.
[0279] In such a case, as described earlier, the en-
larged virtual image to be displayed is desirably a "later-
ally longer image as viewed from the driver;" in other
words, an image to be formed on the microlenses and
the enlarged virtual image are generally desirably image
with a larger angle of view in X direction, i.e., laterally
longer images.
[0280] It has been known that the minute convex lens-
es (microlenses) may have "aspherical" lens "surfaces."
[0281] The lens surfaces of the minute convex lenses
may be provided in the form of a more typical aspherical

surface, such that aberration correction is performed as
well.
[0282] Aberration correction allows an "irregularity in
intensity of diffusion" to be reduced.
[0283] Incidentally, in order to improve the visibility of
the virtual image at a predetermined observation location
on the optical path of laser light reflected by the reflective
surface 10, the cross section of the incoming laser light
from the microlenses preferably has a desired size at the
observation location. In other words, improvement in light
use efficiency and optimization of brightness are desired.
It is to be noted that larger the cross section of the laser
light at the observation location, the less the brightness
(mean energy density) is.
[0284] Moreover, the optical path of laser light typically
has varied lengths between in-plane positions of the mi-
crolens array and the observation location, and hence at
least two of the microlenses desirably have angles of
divergence (minimum angle of divergence) different from
each other.
[0285] Figs. 9A and 9B are explanatory diagrams of a
microlens array (L1) of a first embodiment. The microlens
array of the first embodiment has X direction as the lon-
gitudinal direction and is two-dimensionally scanned with
a light flux beam LB1 in X and Y directions. Herein, the
microlens array has a rectangular shape as viewed in Z-
axis direction. Further, according to the first embodiment,
optical systems are provided therein which are similar to
the optical systems depicted in Figs. 1A to 1C.
[0286] Fig. 9A depicts specific examples P, Q, and R
of positions in the microlens array on which the light flux
beam LB1 (see Fig. 9B) is incident.
[0287] Herein, the direction of incidence of the light flux
beam LB1 is positive Z direction, and the direction in
which the longer sides of the microlens array extend is
X direction, and the direction in which the shorter sides
thereof extend is Y direction.
[0288] In the microlens array of the first embodiment,
the lens pitches and curvatures of a plurality of micro-
lenses are equal to each other, i.e., the radii of curvature
are equal to each other, and the angles at which laser
light is diverged by the microlenses are equal to each
other. Thus, the light flux beam LB1 that is incident on
the microlens array in parallel is diverged at the same
angle of divergence θ1 at, for example, the positions P,
Q, and R in the microlens array, regardless of the posi-
tions with respect to X and Y (see Fig. 9B.) Angle of di-
vergence θ1 is set, for example, according to a value
corresponding to a mean value of the optical path lengths
of laser light between each of the positions P, Q, and R
and the observation location.
[0289] In this case, the laser light has cross-sectional
sizes that are off the desired size at each of the positions
P, Q, and R, leading to lowering of the use efficiency of
light and brightness, due to a difference in optical path
length of laser light between each of the positions P, Q,
and R and the observation location.
[0290] Figs. 10A and 10B are explanatory diagram of
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a microlens array (L2) of a second embodiment. The mi-
crolens array of the second embodiment is the same in
shape as the microlens array of the first embodiment and
is two-dimensionally scanned with a light flux beam LB2
in X and Y directions. Further, according to the second
embodiment also, optical systems are provided which
are similar to the optical systems depicted in Figs. 1A to
1C.
[0291] In the microlens array of the second embodi-
ment, angles of divergence are desirably α, β, and γ (α
< β < γ) at the positions P, Q, and R (see Fig. 9A), re-
spectively. However, according to the second embodi-
ment, since the design concept is such that the light flux
beam LB2 is diverged by the microlenses at an equal
angle of divergence as in the first embodiment, the angle
of divergence is set to the largest γ of α, β and γ. In other
words, the curvature (radius of curvature) of each mic-
rolens is set to a value that renders the angle of diver-
gence become γ.
[0292] In this case, the desired angle of divergence is
attained at each of the positions P, Q, and R.
[0293] However, since the angles of divergence at the
positions P and Q are matched to the angle of divergence
γ at the position R, the incident light flux is diverged at
an angle of divergence that is larger than the originally
desired angle of divergence at the positions P and Q. As
a result, a portion of the light flux incident on the microlens
array is diverged more than expected, inviting lowering
of light use efficiency and brightness.
[0294] In view of the above, according to a third em-
bodiment to be described below, the angle of divergence
of incident light flux is made different depending on in-
plane positions on the microlens array.
[0295] Figs. 11A and 11B are explanatory diagrams of
a microlens array (L3) of the third embodiment. The mi-
crolens array of the third embodiment is the same in
shape as the microlens arrays of the first and second
embodiments and is two-dimensionally scanned (e.g.,
raster scan) with a light flux beam LB3 in X and Y direc-
tions.
[0296] According to the third embodiment, the angles
of divergence of the light flux beam LB3 incident on the
positions P, Q, and R are set to angles of divergence α,
β, and γ (α < β < γ) that are desired for each position. It
is to be noted that the desired angles of divergence are
determined, for example, according to the optical path
lengths between in-plane positions on the microlens ar-
ray (the microlenses) and the observation location, and
the direction in which the incoming laser light from the
reflective surface 10 is reflected, i.e., the direction in
which the laser light is incident on the observer eye.
[0297] In other words, the longer the optical path length
of laser light from the microlenses to the reflective surface
10, and further to the observation location, the greater
the diverging effect of the microlenses is. Meanwhile, the
shorter the optical path length of laser light from the mi-
crolenses to the reflective surface 10, and further to the
observation location, the less diverging effect of the mi-

crolenses is. Hence, for example, if a constant diverging
effect of the microlenses is desired at the observation
location regardless of the optical path length from the
microlenses to the reflective surface 10, the microlenses
may be each distributed such that the lenses having
shorter optical path lengths to the reflective surface 10
have larger curvatures. In other words, where the micro-
lens array is equally divided into an area with longer op-
tical path lengths to the reflective surface 10 and an area
with shorter optical path lengths to the reflective surface
10, the microlenses may have a larger mean curvature
in the area with the shorter optical path lengths than in
the area with the longer optical path lengths. As another
mode of the above configuration, if different diverging
effects are desired for each area on the microlens array,
the distribution of radii of curvature in the microlens array
may be determined accordingly.
[0298] In the above case, the distribution of curvatures
of the microlenses in the microlens array exhibits approx-
imately monotonous decrease from the area occupied
by larger curvatures toward the area occupied by smaller
curvatures.
[0299] In this manner, the angle of divergence is set
to a minimum value at each in-plane position, such that
incident light flux is diverged without loss. This improves
light use efficiency and enhances the brightness.
[0300] The microlens array having angles of diver-
gence different by in-plane position as described above
is actually fabricable (see, for example, JP-
2009-111209-A.) The angle of divergence at each in-
plane position on the microlens array is controllable by
way of the lens pitches in the microlens array and the
radius of curvature of each microlens. In this regard, the
radii of curvature of a plurality of microlenses may be
changed according to the lens pitches so as to establish
a positional function of X and Y.
[0301] As described above, according to the present
embodiments (first to third embodiments), the radius of
curvature of each microlens of the microlens array is set
based on the optical path length of laser light between
the microlens and the reflective surface 10. Specifically,
the radius of curvature of the microlens is set larger, i.e.,
the curvature is set smaller, as the optical path length of
laser light from each microlens to the reflective surface
10 is longer. To put it in an opposite way, the radius of
curvature of the microlens is set smaller, i.e., the curva-
ture is set larger, as the optical path length of laser light
from each microlens to the reflective surface 10 is shorter.
It is to be noted that the curvature of each microlens may
be set based on the direction in which the laser light is
reflected from the reflective surface 10, instead of or in
addition to the above-described optical path length.
[0302] As described earlier, typically, the optical path
of laser light has lengths different from each other be-
tween a first one of at least two of the entire microlenses
and the observation location, and a second one of the at
least two of the microlenses and the observation location.
In other words, it is extremely rare that the optical path
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of laser light has a uniform length between each one of
the microlenses of the microlens array and the observa-
tion location.
[0303] Accordingly, in the microlens arrays of the
present embodiments, at least two microlenses have ra-
dii of curvature different from each other. In other words,
the microlens arrays have in-plane distribution of radii of
curvature.
[0304] Various modes are conceivable as modes of
distribution of radii of curvature. For example, such
modes include a mode such as a microlens array of a
fourth embodiment depicted in Fig. 12A having a distri-
bution in X direction (the longer-side direction) and not
in Y direction (shorter-side direction), and a mode such
as a microlens array of a fifth embodiment as depicted
in Fig. 12B having a distribution in Y direction (shorter-
side direction), and a mode such as a microlens array of
a sixth embodiment as depicted in Fig. 12C having dis-
tributions of radii of curvature both in X and Y directions.
[0305] The foregoing discussion centers on the radius
of curvature of the microlenses and thus stands true not
only in case where the microlenses have a circular or
regular polygonal shape but also in case where the mi-
crolenses have a different aspect ratio, such as a rectan-
gular shape or oval shape.
[0306] Fig. 13 is an explanatory diagram of a case in
which the virtual image of an image formed on the mic-
rolens array is made visible by a transmission reflection
member (e.g., the windshield of a moving body) that is
asymmetrical with respect to the vertical plane including
the observer eye.
[0307] In Fig. 13, the vertical direction is Y direction,
and a direction that is parallel to the horizontal plane and
is also parallel to the observer eye is Z direction.
[0308] A portion of the laser light transmitted by the
microlens array is reflected by the transmission reflection
member in the form of the reflective surface 10, so as to
be sent to the position of the observer eye. The observer
then perceives the image formed on the microlens array
as a virtual image.
[0309] For example, the windshield of a vehicle is con-
ceived as the transmission reflection member. In a nor-
mal vehicle, the observer (driver) observes a virtual im-
age at the observation location, which is the position of
the driver’s seat that is to the right or left with respect to
the center of the windshield. In Fig. 13, a vehicle with a
right steering wheel is assumed. The windshield has a
shape asymmetrical with respect to the vertical plane (Y-
Z plane) including the observer eye.
[0310] Due to the effect of the shape of the windshield
(e.g., a curved shape), the optical path lengths between
each of the microlenses of the microlens array and the
windshield have a distribution with respect to X direction.
Further, the optical path lengths of laser light from each
microlens also have a distribution with respect to X di-
rection between the position of incidence on the wind-
shield and the observer eye.
[0311] For this reason, for example, optical path

lengths are different from each other between two light
beams 1 and 2 that are emitted from two ends along X
direction of the microlens array, are reflected by the wind-
shield, and reach the observer eye. The two light beams
1 and 2 are also different from each other in direction in
which the light beams are reflected by the windshield.
[0312] In case where optical systems positioned be-
tween the microlens array and the observer are asym-
metrically configured as described above, desired angles
of divergence are different for each in-plane position on
the microlens array; thus, in order to attain the desired
angle of divergence at each in-plane position, the radii
of curvature are desirably distributed along X direction in
the microlens array based on the optical path lengths of
the two light beams 1 and 2 and the directions in which
the light beams are reflected by the windshield, i.e., radii
of curvature of at least two microlenses arranged in X
direction are defined desirably differently.
[0313] In the foregoing, description is given of differ-
ence in optical path due to asymmetry of optical systems
with respect to the right-left direction for the observer
(lateral direction), i.e., the longitudinal direction of the mi-
crolens array (X direction). However, windshields have
an asymmetric shape also in Y direction, i.e., the shorter-
side direction of the microlens array in many cases, and
the above discussion stands true for such a case. In this
respect, the radii of curvature are desirably distributed
along Y direction in the microlens array based on the
optical path lengths of the above-described two light
beams 1 and 2 and the directions in which the light beams
are reflected by the windshield, i.e., radii of curvature of
at least two microlenses arranged in Y direction are de-
fined desirably differently.
[0314] As will be understood from the foregoing de-
scription, the curvatures of a plurality of microlenses are
desirably set based on the positional relationship be-
tween the microlens array and the transmission reflection
member, as well as the positional relationship between
a predetermined observation location at which the eye
of the observer (e.g., the operator sitting at the operator’s
seat) is located and the transmission reflection member.
This is achieved, for example, by preliminarily setting a
spatial domain that is assumed to have the observer eye
located therein and defining the set spatial domain as
the observation location. Further, for example in Fig. 13,
the observation location may also be set to a planar do-
main in which the optical path of laser light reflected by
the transmission reflection member crosses a predeter-
mined plane that is parallel to X-Y plane, in which planar
domain the observer eye is presumably located. Further,
the observation location may be set to a certain point
(e.g., the central point) in the spatial domain or the planar
domain in which the observer eye is presumably located.
It is to be noted however that the above spatial domain
and planar domain are desirably set slightly larger con-
sidering individual differences such as the physique of
the observer or positional change of the head of the ob-
server while observing the virtual image.
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[0315] In other words, the curvature of each of the plu-
rality of microlenses is desirably set based on the optical
path length of laser light between the microlens and the
above-described observation location, i.e., the optical
path length of laser light reaching the observation loca-
tion from each microlens through the transmission reflec-
tion member.
[0316] Specifically, the longer the optical path length
of laser light between each microlens and the above-
described observation location, the smaller the curvature
of the microlens is set, i.e., the larger the radius of cur-
vature is set, so as to reduce the angle of divergence of
the laser light. To put is in an opposite way, the shorter
the optical path length of laser light between each mic-
rolens and the above-described observation location, the
larger the curvature of the microlens is set, i.e., the small-
er the radius of curvature is set, so as to enlarge the angle
of divergence of the laser light. In this case, for example,
cross-sectional sizes of laser light from each microlens
are desirably approximately equalized at the observation
location.
[0317] In this manner, minimum angles of divergence
are attained in accordance with the optical path length
of laser light between each microlens and the above-
mentioned predetermined position, and light use efficien-
cy and brightness are enhanced. It is to be noted that the
respective curvatures of the plurality of microlenses may
be set based on the result of measurement obtained by
actually measuring the optical path length of laser light
between the microlens and the above-mentioned prede-
termined position by using, for example, a laser length
measuring machine.
[0318] It is to be noted that the optical path length of
laser light between each microlens and the transmission
reflection member is determined depending on the posi-
tional relationship between the microlens array and the
transmission reflection member. Further, the optical path
length of laser light transmitted by each microlens be-
tween the transmission reflection member and the
above-described observation location is determined de-
pending on the positional relationship between the
above-described observation location and the transmis-
sion reflection member.
[0319] It is to be noted that the curvature of each mic-
rolens may be set based on the direction of reflection of
the laser light that is transmitted by the microlens and is
reflected by the transmission reflection member, i.e., the
direction in which the principal beam of the reflected light
proceeds. Specifically, for example, the curvatures of the
microlenses may be set smaller and the angles of diver-
gence may be set smaller as the direction of reflection
of laser light is such a direction that the laser light is in-
cident on the observer eye, who is straightly looking at
the windshield, at a larger incidence angle (e.g., an angle
formed with the gaze of the observer.) As a result, low-
ering of intensity of light reaching the observer eye is
suppressed, and visibility of virtual images is improved.
It is to be noted that where the angles of divergence are

under the same condition, the cross section of light inci-
dent on the observer eye is larger as the incidence angle
of the laser light on the observer eye is larger. Thus, even
though the angle of divergence is reduced, narrowing of
the viewing angle is inhibited. The direction in which laser
light is reflected from the transmission reflection member
is found based on the direction in which the laser light is
incident on the transmission reflection member.
[0320] Further, in the above-described embodiments,
the directions in which light is emitted from the microlens-
es, i.e., the optical axes of the microlenses, are parallel
to each other; however, the directions in which light is
emitted from at least two microlenses may be set non-
parallel. It is to be noted that adjustment of orientations
of the optical axes of the microlenses allows for adjust-
ment of the optical path lengths and directions of reflec-
tion of the laser light that is transmitted by the microlenses
and is reflected by the transmission reflection member.
[0321] Further, the curvatures of the microlenses of
the microlens array may be entirely different from each
other; alternatively, the curvatures of a portion of the mi-
crolenses may be different, and the curvatures of the
remaining microlenses may be the same. In short, the
curvatures of at least two microlenses are different.
[0322] In other words, the curvatures of a plurality of
microlenses including the microlens array are two kinds
or more, and the curvatures are distributed within the
plane of the microlens array based on the layout of the
optical systems and the observation location. In this man-
ner, the angles of divergence at in-plane positions are
set minimum.
[0323] As has been described above, in the present
embodiments, light is diverged in a minimum range for
attaining the desired angle of view of the head-up display
apparatus, thus improving light use efficiency and en-
hancing the brightness of virtual images. Thus, in the
moving body mounting this head-up display apparatus,
the operator quickly and reliably recognize the virtual im-
ages of navigation images.
[0324] In the microlens arrays of the foregoing embod-
iments, a plurality of microlenses is two-dimensionally
arranged. In place of this configuration, the microlenses
may be one-dimensionally arranged or three-dimension-
ally arranged.
[0325] In the foregoing embodiments, the microlens ar-
rays are two-dimensionally scanned by using the two-
dimensional deflector to form a two-dimensional image;
however, the microlens array may be one-dimensionally
scanned by using, for example, a one-dimensional de-
flector including an MEMS mirror, a galvanometer-driven
mirror, and a polygon mirror to form a one-dimensional
image.
[0326] Further, in the foregoing embodiments, color
images are formed, but monochrome images may be
formed as well.
[0327] Further, the transmission reflection member in
the form of the reflective surface 10 may, for example,
include a member other than the windshield of a moving
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body, like a combiner, and may be located at the observ-
er’s side from the windshield.
[0328] Further, the transmission reflection member is
not limited to the windshield of a moving body and may
also be, for example, a side glass or a rear glass. In short,
the transmission reflection member may be a window
member that is disposed in a moving body to be operated
by an operator who sees the virtual image, and that allows
the operator to see the outside of the moving body.
[0329] Further, the target audience to whom the virtual
image is made visible by the image display apparatus is
not limited to the operator of a moving body and may also
be, for example, a navigator or a passenger boarding the
moving body.
[0330] The image display apparatus of any of the
present embodiments described above scans a micro-
lens array including a plurality of microlenses with laser
light that is modulated in accordance with image infor-
mation so as to form an image. The image display appa-
ratus allows the laser light transmitted by the microlens
array to be incident on a transmission reflection member,
such that a virtual image of the image is visualized at an
observation location on the optical path of the laser light
reflected by the transmission reflection member. The cur-
vature of each of the plurality of microlenses is set based
on the optical path length of the laser light between the
microlens and the observation location.
[0331] In this case, the curvature of each of the plurality
of microlenses may be set such that the angle of diver-
gence of the laser light from the microlens takes an ap-
propriate value adjusted to the optical length.
[0332] As a result, light use efficiency is improved, and
hence the visibility of virtual images is enhanced.
[0333] It is to be noted that in the foregoing embodi-
ments, description is given of setting of the radius of cur-
vature of each microlens of isotropic diffusion type based
on the optical length of laser light between the microlens
and the observation location; however, the radius of cur-
vature of each microlens of the earlier-described aniso-
tropic diffusion type may be set based on the optical path
length of laser light between the microlens and the ob-
servation location. In case of the microlenses of aniso-
tropic diffusion type, the radii of curvature of the micro-
lenses may be adjusted in X and Y directions at mutually
equal magnifications like the microlenses of isotropic dif-
fusion type; alternatively, the adjustment may be per-
formed at magnifications not equal to each other.
[0334] It is to be noted that at least one of the curvatures
of each of the plurality of microlenses in first and second
directions orthogonal to each other (e.g., X and Y direc-
tions) may be set based on the optical path length of laser
light between the microlens and the above-described ob-
servation location.
[0335] In this case, an appropriate value that is adjust-
ed to the optical path length of laser light between each
microlens and the observation location may be adopted
for setting at least one of the angles of divergence of the
laser light with respect to the first and second directions

(e.g., X and Y directions), the divergence being caused
by of the microlens. As a result, not only the size but also
the shape of the cross section of each laser light beam
are adjusted at the observation location.
[0336] This setting is effective in case where different
angles of divergence are desired for the angle of diver-
gence with respect to each of the first and second direc-
tions (e.g., X and Y directions), or in case of a design
concept in which the radii of curvature are different from
each other with respect to the first and second directions
of each microlens in the microlens array (in case where
the microlenses are of anisotropic diffusion type.)
[0337] Further, at least one of the curvatures with re-
spect to the above-described first and second directions
may be set based on the direction of reflection of laser
light that is transmitted by the microlens and is reflected
by the transmission reflection member.
[0338] Further, the image display apparatus according
to embodiments of the present invention is applicable to,
for example, a head-mount display mountable to the
head of the observer.
[0339] Numerous additional modifications and varia-
tions are possible in light of the above teachings. It is
therefore to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the disclosure of the present invention
may be practiced otherwise than as specifically de-
scribed herein. For example, elements and/or features
of different illustrative embodiments may be combined
with each other and/or substituted for each other within
the scope of this disclosure and appended claims.
[0340] For example, the present invention may reside
in an image display apparatus configured such that a
microlens array including a plurality of microlenses is ir-
radiated with laser light to form an image, the laser light
being modulated in accordance with image information,
and that a transmission reflection member allows the la-
ser light transmitted by the microlens array to be incident
thereon, in such a manner as to visualize a virtual image
of the image at an observation location on an optical path
of the laser light reflected by the transmission reflection
member. At least one of curvatures of each of the plurality
of microlenses in a first direction and a second direction
is set based on a length of the optical path of the laser
light between the microlens and the observation location,
the first and second directions being orthogonal to each
other.
[0341] Further, the lengths of the optical paths of the
laser light are different from each other between each of
at least two microlenses of the plurality of microlenses
and the observation location.
[0342] The following numbered clauses disclose ar-
rangements corresponding in scope to the claims of the
parent application as filed.

1. An image display apparatus (1000) comprising:

a light source (100) configured to emit light;
a lens array (8) including a plurality of lenses
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arranged therein; and
an image forming device (6) configured to form
an image with the emitted light on the lens array
(8),
wherein the light corresponding to the formed
image is transmitted from the lens array (8) to
be reflected by a reflective surface (10) to visu-
alize the formed image into a virtual image,
characterized in that at least two of the plurality
of lenses of the lens array (8) have curvatures
different from each other.

2. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
clause 1, wherein the plurality of lenses is each dis-
tributed in such a manner that the lenses having
shorter optical path lengths to the reflective surface
(10) have larger curvatures.
3. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
clause 1 or 2, wherein the plurality of lenses are each
distributed in such a manner that, where the lens
array is equally divided into an area with longer op-
tical path lengths to the reflective surface (10) and
an area with shorter optical path lengths to the re-
flective surface (10), the lenses in the area with the
shorter optical path lengths are larger in mean cur-
vature as compared to the lenses in the area with
the longer optical path lengths.
4. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
any one of clauses 1 to 3, further comprising:

a reflective member (9) positioned on an optical
path of light between the lens array (8) and the
reflective surface (10) and configured to reflect
the light while enlarging to form the enlarged vir-
tual image.

5. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
any one of clauses 1 to 4, wherein the reflective sur-
face (10) is disposed in a moving body configured
to be operated by an operator to see the virtual im-
age, and the reflective surface (10) is a window mem-
ber configured to allow the operator to see the out-
side of the moving body.
6. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
clause 1, wherein the virtual image is visualized at
an observation location (11) on an optical path of the
light reflected by the reflection surface (10),
characterized in that:

at least one of curvatures of each of the plurality
of lenses in a first direction and a second direc-
tion is set based on a length of the optical path
of the light between the lens and the observation
location (11), the first and second directions be-
ing orthogonal to each other.

7. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
clause 6, wherein the lengths of the optical paths of

the light are different from each other between each
of at least two lenses of the plurality of lenses and
the observation location (11).
8. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
any one of clauses 1 to 7, wherein the lens array (8)
is a microlens array including a plurality of microlens
arrays.
9. A moving body mounting the image display appa-
ratus (1000) of clause 5, the moving body being con-
figured to be operated by the operator.
10. A lens array (8) for an image display apparatus
(1000), comprising a plurality of lenses arranged
therein,
characterized in that at least two of the plurality of
lenses have curvatures different from each other.
11. The lens array (8) according to clause 10, where-
in curvatures of the plurality of lenses are distributed
in such a manner that the curvatures present an ap-
proximately monotonous reduction from an area oc-
cupied by larger curvatures toward an area occupied
by smaller curvatures.

Claims

1. An image display apparatus (1000) comprising:

a light source (100) configured to emit light;
a lens array (8) including a plurality of lenses
arranged therein; and
an image forming device (6) configured to form
an image with the emitted light on the lens array
(8),
wherein the light corresponding to the formed
image is transmitted from the lens array (8) to
be reflected by a reflective surface (10) to visu-
alize the formed image into a virtual image ob-
servable by viewing along a predetermined ob-
servation direction from a predetermined obser-
vation location,
characterized in that the plurality of lenses are
distributed in such a manner that lenses trans-
mitting light to the predetermined observation
location at larger incidence angles relative to the
predetermined observation direction have
smaller curvatures.

2. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
claim 1, wherein optical axes of at least two of the
lenses are set non-parallel.

3. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
claim 1 or 2, further comprising
a reflective member (9) positioned on an optical path
of light between the lens array (8) and the reflective
surface (10) and configured to reflect the light while
enlarging to form the enlarged virtual image.
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4. The image display apparatus (1000) according to
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the reflective surface (10) is disposed in a moving
body configured to be operated by an operator to
see the virtual image, and
the reflective surface (10) is a window member con-
figured to allow the operator to see the outside of the
moving body.

5. A moving body mounting the image display appara-
tus (1000) of claim 4, the moving body being config-
ured to be operated by the operator.
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