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(54) CAMERA MODULE FOR VEHICLE

(57) A camera module for a vehicle according to the
present invention includes a first Printed Circuit Board
(PCB) configured to have an image sensor mounted on
its surface; a second PCB configured to supply a power
source to the first PCB; an outer shield installed to sur-
round the side of the first and the second PCBs and to
shield the first and the second PCBs from electromag-
netic interference (EMI); and a plurality of support units
disposed at positions where the supports units interfere
with the first and the second PCBs of the outer shield
and configured to support the first and the second PCBs.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to a camera mod-
ule used in a vehicle.

[Background Art]

[0002] A camera module for capturing an image is re-
cently being used a lot under the influence of a high de-
gree and automation of vehicle parts. A typical example
is front and rear monitoring cameras and a camera mod-
ule used in a black box, etc.
[0003] As an example of this camera module for a ve-
hicle, Korean Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
2006-0125570 (December 06, 2006) discloses a camera
structure mounted on a vehicle, including a camera unit
configured to capture images around a vehicle and a con-
nector unit connected and fixed to the camera unit and
configured to supply a power source and to transmit and
receive data.
[0004] The camera unit constructed in the prior art doc-
ument uses a plurality of screws in order to fix a sensor
Printed Circuit Board (PCB) on which an image sensor
is mounted and a power PCB for supplying a power
source to a housing.
[0005] If the sensor and the power PCB are combined
using the screws as described above, the time taken to
perform an assembly process is increased and the optical
axis of a lens may be twisted because of rotation moment
resulting from force applied to fasten the screws when
the optical axis is adjusted.
[0006] Furthermore, the area on which the parts of the
PCBs are mounted may be limited because screw holes
must be formed in each of the PCBs in order to combine
the sensor and the power PCB.
[0007] Furthermore, additional spacers for spacing
must be installed in the sensor and the PCBs because a
specific interval needs to be maintained in order to ex-
clude interference between heat-dissipation and mount-
ing devices. Accordingly, ground processing must be ad-
ditionally performed because the spacers interfere with
each of the PCBs.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0008] An object of the present invention is to provide
a camera module for a vehicle having an improved struc-
ture, which is capable of fixing and supporting plural
sheets of PCBs at once with the PCBs spaced apart from
each other even without additional spacers and screws.

[Technical Solution]

[0009] A camera module for a vehicle according to the

present invention includes a first Printed Circuit Board
(PCB) configured to have an image sensor mounted on
its surface; a second PCB configured to supply a power
source to the first PCB; an outer shield installed to sur-
round the side of the first and the second PCBs and to
shield the first and the second PCBs from electromag-
netic interference (EMI); and a plurality of support units
disposed at positions where the supports units interfere
with the first and the second PCBs of the outer shield
and configured to support the first and the second PCBs.
[0010] It is preferred that each of the support units in-
clude a through hole formed to penetrate the outer shield,
formed in the surface of a wall of the outer shield, and
configured to accommodate a support protrusion pro-
truded from the side of the first and the second PCBs;
and a tension spring formed by partially bending the side-
wall face of the outer shield and configured to support a
face where the tension spring faces the support protru-
sion of the through hole.
[0011] Furthermore, it is preferred that each of pairs of
the support units be symmetrically disposed on the side-
wall face of the outer shield up and down and configured
to support the first and the second PCBs simultaneously.
[0012] Here, it is preferred that the support protrusion
include a ground terminal unit plated with conductive ma-
terial and formed at a position where the support protru-
sion interferes with the tension spring.
[0013] It is preferred that the outer shield be integrally
formed with conductive material.
[0014] Meanwhile, the camera module for a vehicle ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention may further include a lens module disposed over
the first PCB and configured to transfer an image to the
image sensor; and a cover member configured to cover
a top of the lens module and the first PCB.
[0015] It is preferred that the support units support at
least three faces of the first and the second PCBs and
space the first and the second PCBs from each other at
a specific interval.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0016] According to the present invention, plural
sheets of PCBs can be fixed and supported at once with
the PCBs spaced apart from each other even without
additional spacers and screws.

[Description of Drawings]

[0017]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a camera
module for a vehicle according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of first and
second PCBs and an outer shield shown in FIG. 1;
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FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 is a rear view of the first PCB according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

[Best Mode]

[0018] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion are described below with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.
[0019] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a
camera module for a vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, FIG. 2 is an ex-
ploded perspective view of first and second PCBs and
an outer shield shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional
view of FIG. 2, and FIG. 4 is a rear view of the first PCB
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0020] As shown, the camera module for a vehicle ac-
cording to the exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention includes a first PCB 10, a second PCB 20, an
outer shield 30, and support units 100.
[0021] The first PCB 10 has an image sensor 10a
mounted on its top surface and configured to sense ex-
ternal image information. The second PCB 20 is spaced
apart from the first PCB 10 at a specific interval and is
disposed at the bottom of the first PCB 10. It is preferred
that the second PCB 20 be disposed in a module for
supplying a power source to the first PCB 10.
[0022] Meanwhile, the camera module for a vehicle ac-
cording to the exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention may further include a lens module 10b disposed
over the first PCB 10 and configured to transfer an image
to the image sensor 10a and a cover member 10c con-
figured to cover the upper side of the image sensor 10a,
the lens module 10b, and the first PCB 10, as shown in
FIG. 1. The elements may be changed according to a
construction.
[0023] The outer shield 30 is formed to surround the
side of the first and the second PCBs 10 and 20 and
configured to shield the first and the second PCBs 10
and 20 from electromagnetic interference (EMI). To this
end, it is preferred that the sidewall face of the outer shield
30 be configured to have a value greater than the sum
of the thickness of the first and the second PCBs 10 and
20 and an interval between the first and the second PCBs
10 and 20, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.
[0024] It is also preferred that the outer shield 30 be
formed of one body made of conductive metal material.
The outer shield 30 may prevent a malfunction of the
camera module due to a disturbance of external electro-
magnetic waves and the influence of electromagnetic
waves, occurring when the camera is operated, on pe-
ripheral parts by absorbing electromagnetic waves gen-
erated from the first and the second PCBs 10 and 20 and
electromagnetic waves induced from the outside to the
first and the second PCBs 10 and 20.
[0025] It is preferred that the support units 100 be in-
tegrally formed with the outer shield 30 and placed at

positions where the support units 100 interfere with the
first and the second PCBs 10 and 20. The support units
100 support the first and the second PCBs 10 and 20. It
is preferred that a plurality of the support units 100 be
provided in the circumference of the first and the second
PCBs 10 and 20, as shown in FIG. 2.
[0026] Each of the support units 100 includes a through
hole 110 and a tension spring 120.
[0027] The through hole 110 is formed to penetrate the
outer shield 30, formed in the surface of a wall of the
outer shield 30, and configured to accommodate a sup-
port protrusion 11 protruded from the side of the first and
the second PCBs 10 and 20. The support protrusion 11
is formed approximately at the central part of the circum-
ferential face of each of the first and the second PCBs
10 and 20. As shown in FIG. 4, concave grooves 13 hav-
ing a specific depth are formed in the circumferential face
of each of the first and the second PCBs 10 and 20 so
that the support protrusion 11 has a protruding shape
different from other peripheral circumferential faces.
[0028] The tension spring 120 is formed by partially
bending the sidewall face of the outer shield 30. The ten-
sion spring 120 is disposed to face the support protrusion
11 passing through the through hole 110, thus elastically
supporting the face where the tension spring 120 faces
the support protrusion 11.
[0029] Furthermore, it is preferred that each of pairs of
the support units 100 be symmetrically disposed on the
sidewall face of the outer shield 30 up and down so that
the pair of support units 100 support the first and the
second PCBs 10 and 20 at the same time with the first
and the second PCBs 10 and 20 spaced apart at a spe-
cific interval, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3.
[0030] Meanwhile, it is preferred that the support pro-
trusion 11 include a ground terminal unit 11a plated with
conductive material and formed at a position where the
support protrusion 11 interferes with the tension spring
120. The ground terminal unit 11a is connected to the
outer shield 30 made of the metal material so that the
ground terminal unit 11a may conduct electricity to the
outer shield 30. Accordingly, electromagnetic waves and
remaining electricity generated from the first and the sec-
ond PCBs 10 and 20 may be grounded through the outer
shield 30.
[0031] It is preferred that the support units 100 con-
structed as described above support at least three faces
of the first and the second PCBs 10 and 20, as shown in
FIGS. 2 and 3. Accordingly, the first and the second PCBs
10 and 20 can be spaced apart from each other at a
specific interval or more even without additional spacers.
[0032] Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 3, the first and
the second PCBs 10 and 20 may be spaced apart from
each other by the length of the tension springs 120 be-
cause they are supported over and under the plural pairs
of tension springs 120. Accordingly, the first and the sec-
ond PCBs 10 and 20 can be spaced apart from each
other at a specific interval even without using parts, such
as additional spacers.
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[0033] The embodiments of the present invention de-
scribed above and shown in the drawings should not be
construed as limiting the technical spirit of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention is restricted
by only the claims, and a person having ordinary skill in
the art to which the present invention pertains may im-
prove and modify the technical spirit of the present in-
vention in various forms. Accordingly, the modifications
and modifications will fall within the scope of the present
invention as long as they are evident to those skilled in
the art.

[Industrial Applicability]

[0034] A camera module for a vehicle according to the
present invention may be used as a camera module for
monitoring the front and rear of a vehicle.

Claims

1. A camera module comprising:

a first Printed Circuit Board (PCB) (10);
a second Printed Circuit Board (PCB) (20)
spaced apart from the first PCB; and
an outer shield (30) supporting the first and sec-
ond PCBs (10, 20) and configured so as to dis-
tance the first PCB (10) from the second PCB
(20);
characterized in that the outer shield (30) com-
prises a plurality of lateral walls and a plurality
of through holes (110) formed on the plurality of
lateral walls, the plurality of lateral walls com-
prises a first lateral wall and a second lateral
wall opposite to the first lateral wall, and the plu-
rality of through holes (110) comprises a first
through hole formed on the first lateral wall, a
second through hole formed on the second lat-
eral wall, a third through hole formed on the first
lateral wall and spaced apart from the first
through hole, and a fourth through hole formed
on the second lateral wall and spaced apart from
the second through hole;
wherein each of the first PCB (10) and the sec-
ond PCB (20) comprises a plurality of support
protrusions (11), the plurality of support protru-
sion (11) of the first PCB (10) comprises a first
support protrusion formed on a portion of a first
lateral surface of the first PCB (10) and a second
support protrusion formed on a portion of a sec-
ond lateral surface of the first PCB (10) opposite
to the first lateral surface of the first PCB (10),
and the plurality of support protrusion (11) of the
second PCB (20) comprises a third support pro-
trusion formed on a portion of a third lateral sur-
face of the second PCB (20) and a fourth support
protrusion formed on a portion of a fourth lateral

surface of the second PCB (20) opposite to the
third lateral surface of the second PCB (20), and
wherein the first support protrusion is disposed
in the first through hole, the second support pro-
trusion is disposed in the second through hole,
the third support protrusion is disposed in the
third through hole, and the fourth support pro-
trusion is disposed in the fourth through hole.

2. The camera module of claim 1, characterized in
that the first through hole and the third through hole
are spaced apart from each other such that the first
PCB (10) is distanced from the second PCB (20) at
the predetermined distance.

3. The camera module of claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that the first through hole and the third through
hole are vertically disposed in a pair at the first lateral
wall of the outer shield (30).

4. The camera module of any one of claims 1 to 3, char-
acterized in that a plurality of ground portions (11a)
are formed on the first and second PCBs (10, 20).

5. The camera module of claim 4, characterized in
that the plurality of ground portions (11a) comprises
a first ground portion is formed on a lower surface
of each of the plurality of support protrusion (11) of
the first PCB (10) and a second ground portion is
formed on an upper surface of each of the plurality
of support protrusion (11) of the second PCB (20).

6. The camera module of claim 4 or 5, characterized
in that the outer shield (30) comprising a tension
spring (120) partially bent at the plurality of lateral
walls of the outer shield (30).

7. The camera module of claim 6, characterized in
that the tension spring (120) contacts the ground
portion (11a).

8. The camera module of claim 6 or 7, characterized
in that the outer shield (30) and the tension spring
(120) are integrally formed with conductive material.

9. The camera module of any one of claims 1 to 8, fur-
ther comprising:

an image sensor (10a) disposed on an upper
surface of the first PCB (10);
a lens module (10b) disposed on an upper sur-
face of the image sensor (10a); and
a cover member (10c) covering the lens module
(10b) and the first PCB (10).

10. The camera module of any one of claims 1 to 9, char-
acterized in that the outer shield (30) supports at
least three portions of the first PCB (10) and at least
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three portions of the second PCB (20).

11. The camera module of any one of claims 1 to 10,
characterized in that each of the first PCB (10) and
the second PCB (20) comprises a concave groove
(13) next to the support protrusion (11).

12. The camera module of any one of claims 1 to 11,
characterized in that the first and second PCBs (10,
20) are electrically connected via the outer shield
(30).

13. The camera module of any one of claims 6 to 8, char-
acterized in that the tension spring (120) is dis-
posed at a position surrounding with a through hole
(110).

14. The camera module of any one of claims 4 to 8, char-
acterized in that the outer shield (30) is conductibly
connected to the ground portion (11a), and the first
and second PCBs (10, 20) are grounded via the outer
shield (30).

15. A vehicle comprising the camera module of any one
of claims 1 to 14 disposed on the vehicle for moni-
toring at least one of front and rear of the vehicle.
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