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(54) TRANSPARENT PIEZOELECTRIC COMBINED TOUCH SENSOR AND HAPTIC ACTUATOR

(57) There is provided a haptic device comprising a
substrate and a substantially transparent composite pi-
ezoelectric cell overlaying the substrate. The piezoelec-
tric cell comprises a sensor piezoelectric layer configured
to generate a first signal when the sensor piezoelectric
layer is deformed and an actuator piezoelectric layer con-

figured to provide a haptic effect upon receipt of a second
signal that is based on the first signal. The substantially
transparent composite piezoelectric cell is configured to
measure a deformation of a surface of the cell and to
provide a haptic feedback effect as a result of the defor-
mation.
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Description

[0001] The present invention is related to a haptic de-
vice that includes a transparent composite piezoelectric
combined touch sensor and haptic actuator.
[0002] Electronic device manufacturers strive to pro-
duce a rich interface for users. Conventional electronic
devices often provide visual and/or auditory feedback to
communicate information to users. In some cases, kines-
thetic feedback (such as active and resistive force feed-
back) and/or tactile feedback (such as vibration, texture,
and heat) may also be provided to the user to enhance
the user experience. Generally speaking, kinesthetic
feedback and tactile feedback are collectively known as
"haptic feedback" or "haptic effects." Haptic feedback
may be useful for providing cues to alert the user of spe-
cific events or to provide realistic feedback sensations to
create a greater sensory experience. Haptic feedback
can be used with common electronic devices and even
devices used for creating a simulated or virtual environ-
ment.
[0003] Various haptic actuation technologies have
been used in the past to provide vibrotactile haptic feed-
back to touch sensitive devices, such as touch screens.
Known haptic feedback devices use electric actuators,
such as Linear Resonant Actuator ("LRA") devices and
Eccentric Rotating Mass ("ERM") devices. However,
these actuators are generally not scalable and do not
always performance sufficiently in haptic applications.
These devices are often very bulky and can have difficulty
meeting certain space limitations.
[0004] Another conventional haptic feedback technol-
ogy in touch sensitive devices is electro-active polymer
("EAP") devices. One drawback of this technology, how-
ever, is that EAP-based actuators normally require thou-
sands of volts of electricity to provide effects that are
suitable for haptic applications.
[0005] Development of haptic feedback structures has
led to smaller, more compact devices. Hence, another
line of technologies for providing haptic feedback in touch
sensitive devices is monolithic piezoelectric ceramics.
Actuators made from these ceramics, referred to as mon-
olithic piezoelectric actuators, offer satisfactory solutions
for haptic feedback because of their scalability and fast
dynamics. However, the mechanical integration and
mounting of such actuators into consumer products can
often be troublesome. Also, monolithic piezoelectric ce-
ramics are normally quite fragile and brittle and can break
if the electronic device incorporating the ceramics is
dropped or if it experiences other similar forces or stress-
es. It can be difficult at times to integrate monolithic pie-
zoelectric ceramics into commercialized products.
[0006] For these haptic feedback devices, a separate
touch sensor is used to sense whether a haptic feedback
effect should be initiated.
[0007] In embodiments, transparent composite piezo-
electric technology is used to create a transparent com-
posite piezoelectric combined touch sensor and haptic

actuator that may be used in a haptic device, such as a
touch screen.
[0008] In an embodiment, there is provided a haptic
device that includes a substrate, and a substantially
transparent composite piezoelectric cell overlaying the
substrate. The piezoelectric cell includes a sensor pie-
zoelectric layer configured to generate a first signal when
the sensor piezoelectric layer is deformed, and an actu-
ator piezoelectric layer configured to provide a haptic ef-
fect upon receipt of a second signal that is based on the
first signal.
[0009] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a haptic device, comprising: a sub-
strate; and a substantially transparent composite piezo-
electric cell overlaying the substrate, the piezoelectric
cell comprising a sensor piezoelectric layer configured
to generate a first signal when the sensor piezoelectric
layer is deformed, and an actuator piezoelectric layer
configured to provide a haptic effect upon receipt of a
second signal that is based on the first signal.
[0010] In one embodiment, the sensor piezoelectric
layer overlays the actuator piezoelectric layer.
[0011] In one embodiment, the actuator piezoelectric
layer overlays the sensor piezoelectric layer.
[0012] In one embodiment, the substrate is configured
to display an image, and wherein the image is viewable
through the substantially transparent composite piezoe-
lectric cell.
[0013] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a plurality of substantially transparent composite piezo-
electric cells overlaying the substrate.
[0014] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a vibration isolator located between adjacent piezoelec-
tric cells and configured to isolate vibration in one of the
piezoelectric cells from other piezoelectric cells.
[0015] In one embodiment, the vibration isolator com-
prises a polymer.
[0016] In one embodiment, the vibration isolator com-
prises a gap between the cells.
[0017] In one embodiment, the substrate and the sub-
stantially transparent composite piezoelectric cell are
flexible and configured for gross deformations.
[0018] In one embodiment, there is provided a haptic
device that includes a substantially transparent compos-
ite piezoelectric cell configured to measure a deformation
of a surface of the cell and to provide a haptic effect as
a result of the deformation. The cell includes a first elec-
trode, a second electrode, and a plurality of piezo ceramic
materials in between the first electrode and the second
electrode. When an electric field is created between the
first electrode and the second electrode, the piezo ce-
ramic materials actuate to provide the haptic effect.
[0019] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a haptic device, comprising
a substantially transparent composite piezoelectric cell
configured to measure a deformation of a surface of the
cell and to provide a haptic effect as a result of the de-
formation, the cell comprising a first electrode, a second
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electrode, and a plurality of piezo ceramic materials in
between the first electrode and the second electrode,
wherein when an electric field is created between the first
electrode and the second electrode, the piezo ceramic
materials actuate to provide the haptic effect.
[0020] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a display configured to display an image, wherein the
substantially transparent composite piezoelectric cell
overlays the display so that the image is visible through
the substantially transparent composite piezoelectric
cell.
[0021] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a plurality of substantially transparent composite piezo-
electric cells.
[0022] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a vibration isolator located between adjacent piezoelec-
tric cells and configured to isolate vibration in one of the
piezoelectric cells from other piezoelectric cells.
[0023] In one embodiment, the substantially transpar-
ent composite piezoelectric cell is flexible and configured
for gross deformations.
[0024] According to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a haptic device comprising a sub-
stantially transparent piezoelectric sensor layer compris-
ing an array of sensor cells, a substantially transparent
piezoelectric actuator layer comprising an array of inde-
pendently actuatable actuator cells, and a display con-
figured to display an image viewable through the sub-
stantially transparent piezoelectric sensor layer and the
substantially transparent piezoelectric actuator layer.
[0025] In one embodiment, the array of sensor cells
includes more cells than the array of actuator cells.
[0026] In one embodiment, the haptic device includes
a second substantially transparent piezoelectric actuator
layer comprising a second array of independently actu-
atable actuator cells.
[0027] In one embodiment, the array of sensor cells
includes more cells than the second array of actuator
cells.
[0028] In one embodiment, the display, the substan-
tially transparent piezoelectric sensor layer, and the sub-
stantially transparent piezoelectric actuator layer are
flexible and configured for gross deformations.
[0029] In one embodiment, the substantially transpar-
ent piezoelectric actuator layer overlays the display and
the substantially transparent piezoelectric sensor layer
overlays the substantially transparent piezoelectric actu-
ator layer.
[0030] In one embodiment, the substantially transpar-
ent piezoelectric sensor layer overlays the display and
the substantially transparent piezoelectric actuator layer
overlays the substantially transparent piezoelectric sen-
sor layer.
[0031] In one embodiment, a plurality of combined
touch sensor and haptic actuator cells may be used in
the form of a grid of rectangular or circular (or other ge-
ometries) cells to create a touch screen/touch pad device
which at the same time is capable of providing isolated

local haptic feedback.
[0032] The sensor and actuator functionality may be
achieved by a single module, which may lead to a thinner,
more compact solution with simpler integration methods,
as compared to the traditional alternatives. The compos-
ite piezoelectric sensor/actuator may be made in various
form factors (scalability), thereby making it suitable for
different applications. Composite piezo materials may be
optimized to achieve specific electromechanical proper-
ties tailored for each application. The touch sensors ac-
cording to embodiments of the present invention may be
used not only to detect touch, but also to measure the
magnitude of the input pressure. In addition, a wide range
of rich haptic effects, such as vibrotactile or kinesthetic
effects and/or static or dynamic deformations, may be
achieved with embodiments of the present invention, due
to the fast dynamics and the excellent actuation perform-
ance of the composite piezo material.
[0033] The embodiments described in the present dis-
closure may include various features and advantages,
which may not necessarily be expressly disclosed herein
but will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art upon
examination of the following detailed description and ac-
companying drawings. It is intended that these features
and advantages be included within the present disclo-
sure.
[0034] The components of the following figures are il-
lustrated to emphasize the general principles of the
present disclosure and are not necessarily drawn to
scale. Reference characters designating corresponding
components are repeated as necessary throughout the
figures for the sake of consistency and clarity.
[0035] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described by way of example with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a general sche-
matic of an electronic device, according to embodi-
ments of the invention;

FIG. 2A is a schematic diagram illustrating a cross-
sectional view of a haptic device according to em-
bodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram illustrating a cross-
sectional view of a haptic device according to em-
bodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2C is a schematic diagram illustrating a cross-
sections view of a haptic device according to em-
bodiments of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a perspec-
tive view of a section of a haptic device according to
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a more detailed view of a portion of the
haptic device of FIG. 3;
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FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a perspec-
tive view of a section of a composite piezoelectric
structure, according to embodiments of the inven-
tion; and

FIG. 6 is a schematic view of a haptic device accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 7A is a schematic exploded view of a haptic
device according to embodiments of the present in-
vention; and

FIG. 7B is a schematic exploded view of a haptic
device according to embodiments of the present in-
vention.

[0036] The present disclosure describes embodiments
of haptic devices that include haptic feedback actuators
that impose haptic effects on a user via a user interface,
human-computer interface, or other portions of a user
device on which or within which the actuators reside. In
particular, the embodiments of the haptic devices de-
scribed herein can be configured to apply haptic effects
to a touch sensitive surface of a user device. The touch
sensitive surface, in some embodiments, can be part of
a display device that may include both a visual output
mechanism and a touch sensitive input mechanism.
Thus, haptic feedback can be applied in user devices,
such as electronic handheld devices, for providing a rich
sensory experience for the user.
[0037] In contrast with the use of monolithic piezoelec-
tric actuators, the present disclosure describes use of
"composite piezoelectric materials" to provide haptic
feedback. Haptic feedback can also be referred to as
tactile effect, tactile feedback, haptic effect, force feed-
back, or vibrotactile feedback. Composite piezoelectric
materials may be used to achieve specific characteristics
of a haptic feedback device. For instance, mechanical
strength, stiffness, damping coefficients, toughness, flex-
ibility, displacement to length ratio, power consumption,
actuation force, etc., can be optimized to meet particular
electromechanical targets for specific applications. In ad-
dition, because of the flexibility characteristics of com-
posite piezoelectric material, the haptic feedback actua-
tors can serve as a viscoelastic suspension for a touch
screen, which can be placed on a haptic feedback actu-
ator. By tuning the viscoelastic characteristics, the reso-
nant frequency of the touch screen structure can be ad-
justed.
[0038] Although many of the examples described here-
in relate to touch screen devices, it should be understood
that the present disclosure also encompasses other
types of human-computer interfaces involving touch sen-
sitive structures. In addition, other features and advan-
tages will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
upon reading and understanding the general principles
of the present disclosure. These other features and ad-
vantages are intended to be included in the present dis-

closure as well.
[0039] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electronic device
10 in accordance with an embodiment of the present in-
vention. More particularly, the electronic device 10 in-
cludes a processing device 12, a memory device 14, and
input/output devices 16, which are interconnected via a
bus 18. Furthermore, the input/output devices 16 include
a touch screen device 20 or other human-computer in-
terface device.
[0040] The touch screen device 20 may be configured
as any suitable human-computer interface or touch/con-
tact surface assembly. The touch screen device 20 may
be any touch screen, touch pad, touch sensitive struc-
ture, computer monitor, laptop display device, workbook
display device, kiosk screen, portable electronic device
screen, or other suitable touch sensitive device. The
touch screen device 20 may be configured for physical
interaction with a user-controlled device, such as a stylus,
finger, etc. In some embodiments, the touch screen de-
vice 20 may include at least one output device and at
least one input device. For example, the touch screen
device 20 may include a visual display and a touch sen-
sitive screen superimposed thereon to receive inputs
from a user’s finger.
[0041] In various embodiments, the touch screen de-
vice 20 provides haptic feedback to at least a portion of
the electronic device 10, which can be conveyed to a
user in contact with the electronic device 10. Particularly,
the touch screen device 20 can provide haptic feedback
to the touch screen itself to impose a haptic effect when
the user in is contact with the screen. The haptic effects
can be used to enhance the user experience, and par-
ticularly can provide a confirmation to the user that the
user has made sufficient contact with the screen to be
detected by the touch screen device 20.
[0042] The electronic device 10 may be any device,
such as a desk top computer, laptop computer, electronic
workbook, electronic handheld device (such as a mobile
phone, gaming device, personal digital assistant ("PDA"),
portable e-mail device, portable Internet access device,
calculator, etc.), kiosk (such as an automated teller ma-
chine, ticking purchasing machine, etc.), printer, point-
of-sale device, game controller, or other electronic de-
vice.
[0043] The processing device 12 may be a general-
purpose or specific-purpose processor or microcontroller
for managing or controlling the operations and functions
of the electronic device 10. For example, the processing
device 12 may be specifically designed as an application-
specific integrated circuit ("ASIC") to control output sig-
nals to a driver of the input/output devices 16 to provide
haptic effects. The processing device 12 may be config-
ured to decide, based on predefined factors, what haptic
effects are to be played, the order in which the haptic
effects are played, and the magnitude, frequency, dura-
tion, and/or other parameters of the haptic effects. The
processing device 12 can also be configured to provide
streaming motor commands that can be used to drive

5 6 



EP 3 333 676 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the haptic actuators for providing a particular haptic ef-
fect. In some embodiments, the processing device 12
may actually include a plurality of processors, each con-
figured to perform certain functions within the electronic
device 10.
[0044] The memory device 14 may include one or more
internally fixed storage units, removable storage units,
and/or remotely accessible storage units. The various
storage units may include any combination of volatile
memory and non-volatile memory. The storage units may
be configured to store any combination of information,
data, instructions, software code, etc. More particularly,
the storage devices may include haptic effect profiles,
instructions for how the haptic actuation devices of the
input/output devices 16 are to be driven, or other infor-
mation for generating haptic effects.
[0045] In addition to the touch screen device 20, the
input/output devices 16 may also include specific input
mechanisms and output mechanisms. For example, the
input mechanisms may include such devices as key-
boards, keypads, cursor control devices (e.g., computer
mice), or other data entry devices. Output mechanisms
may include a computer monitor, virtual reality display
device, audio output device, printer, or other peripheral
devices. The input/output devices 16 may include mech-
anisms that are designed to not only receive input from
a user and but also provide feedback to the user, such
as many examples of touch screen devices. The touch
screen device 20 and other input/out devices 16 may
include any suitable combination and configuration of
buttons, keypads, cursor control devices, touch screen
components, stylus-receptive components, or other data
entry components. The touch screen device 20 may also
include any suitable combination of computer monitors,
display screens, touch screen displays, haptic or tactile
actuators, haptic effect devices, or other notification de-
vices for providing output to the user.
[0046] FIG. 2A illustrates a cross-section of an embod-
iment of a haptic device 30, which may be a touch screen
device, such as the touch screen device 20 illustrated in
FIG. 1. As illustrated, the haptic device includes a sub-
strate 32, which may be a touch screen glass plate, or a
flexible structure, as discussed in further detail below. A
substantially transparent, i.e., at least 40% transparency,
composite piezoelectric cell 34 overlays or is located on
top of the substrate 32 so that when a user touches what
appears to the user to be a touch screen, the user touches
the composite piezoelectric cell 34.
[0047] As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the composite piezo-
electric cell 34 includes layers that have different elec-
tromechanical characteristics, including a top composite
layer 36, which may be a wide layer that deforms at the
micro scale when touched, thereby acting as a sensor,
and a bottom composite layer 38, which may act as an
actuator. The flexibility of the top layer 36 makes it pos-
sible for the haptic effects generated at the bottom layer
38 to be transferred to the human hand interacting with
the device. An interdigitated electrode system may be

used to detect the touch by the top layer 36, using the
direct piezoelectricity effect, and then use the signal gen-
erated by the detected touch to in turn provide a signal
to actuate the bottom layer 38. In an embodiment, the
top composite layer 36 may act as the actuator, and the
bottom composite layer 38 may act as the sensor.
[0048] Various connectivity patterns may be used to
attach the top layer 36 and the bottom layer 38 in order
to optimize the electromechanical properties of the sys-
tem. For example, a pattern that provides a relatively
flexible (deformable) medium at the layer acting as the
sensor may be chosen, thereby allowing for better touch
detection function, while core layers having a more rigid
structure, may be used as the layer acting as the actuator.
[0049] FIG. 2B illustrates an embodiment of a haptic
device 130 that includes a substrate 132, like the sub-
strate 32 of FIG. 2A, and a substantially transparent com-
posite piezoelectric cell 134 that overlays or is located
on top of the substrate 132 so that when a user touches
the top surface of the haptic device 130, the user touches
the composite piezoelectric cell 134. In an embodiment,
the substrate 132 may be a display configured to display
an image through the piezoelectric cell 134, and due to
the transparency of the piezoelectric cell 134, the user
may think the display itself is being touched. As illustrated
in FIG. 2B, the substantially transparent composite pie-
zoelectric cell 134 includes a first layer 136, overlaying
the substrate 132, a second layer 138 overlaying the first
layer 136, a third layer 140 overlaying the second layer
138, and a fourth layer 142 overlaying the third layer 140.
The illustrated embodiment is not intended to be limiting
in any way and more or less layers than the four illustrated
layers may be used, e.g., 3, 5, 6, etc.
[0050] In an embodiment, one of the four layers, such
as the fourth layer 142, may be configured to act as a
sensor, and the rest of the layers, i.e., the first layer 136,
the second layer 138, and the third layer 140 may be
configured to act as actuators. An interdigitated electrode
system may be used to detect the touch by the layer
acting as the sensor, using the direct piezoelectricity ef-
fect, and then use the signal generated by the detected
touch to in turn provide independent signals to actuate
the layers acting as actuators so that a desired haptic
effect may be generated. For example, in an embodi-
ment, the signals may be provided to all three layers sub-
stantially simultaneously to strengthen a haptic effect, as
compared to the effect generated by a single layer acting
as an actuator, if desired.
[0051] FIG. 2C illustrates an embodiment in which a
haptic device 230 that includes a substrate 232 and a
substantially transparent piezoelectric cell 234, similar to
the haptic devices 30, 130 illustrated in FIGs. 2A and 2B,
is flexible. By flexible it is meant that gross deformations
are possible with the device as opposed to slight flexures
that occur in current touch screens. The flexible substan-
tially transparent piezoelectric cell 234 and substrate 232
may be bendable, foldable, or rollable, for example. A
rollable structure is where a bendable structure is capa-
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ble of bending back on itself to form a roll.
[0052] As illustrated in FIGs. 3 and 4, the layer config-
ured to act as a sensor and the layer configured to act
as an actuator may be combined into one single module
in the form of a composite piezoelectric actuator/sensor
cell. FIGs. 3 and 4 illustrate the cross section of a com-
posite piezoelectric actuator/sensor cell 40 with its asso-
ciated electrodes 42. The composite piezoelectric cell 40
includes an array of piezoceramic fibers 44 in structural
adhesive 46, such as an epoxy material, a schematic of
an embodiment of which is illustrated in FIG. 5. In an
embodiment, the fibers may have a rectangular, instead
of the illustrated circular, cross-section. As illustrated,
each of the electrodes 42 shown may be used to send
an individual control signal so that each patch of fibers
44 embedded in the structural adhesive 46 shown be-
tween two consecutive electrodes 42 can be actuated,
thereby creating a localized haptic effect at the corre-
sponding location. Arrows 48 represent how the polar-
ized piezoceramic material expands or contracts in re-
sponse to an applied electric field, and arrow 50 repre-
sents the piezoceramic polarization created by the elec-
trodes 42.
[0053] Similarly, if the voltage across each of the elec-
trodes 42 is monitored and measured while the user is
interacting with the device 40, the location of the interac-
tion (touch) can be determined based on the piezoelec-
tricity effect occurring on each patch of the piezo fibers
44 embedded in the device 40. A multiplexer, for exam-
ple, may be used to command individual control signals
and measure the sensory signal.
[0054] In an embodiment, the device 40 may be fabri-
cated with a flexible mechanical structure, thereby allow-
ing the device 40 to conform to irregular surfaces in in-
dustrial applications. As discussed above, by flexible it
is meant that gross deformations are possible with the
device as opposed to slight flexures that occur in current
touch screens. The flexible mechanical structure and
substrate can be bendable, foldable, or rollable, for ex-
ample.
[0055] FIG. 6 illustrates and embodiment of a haptic
device 60 that includes a grid of rectangular composite
piezoelectric cells 62 that are configured to function as
a touch sensor and provide isolated local haptic feedback
at the same time. Although the illustrated embodiment
illustrates a grid of rectangular cells 62 arranged in a 4x4
matrix, more or less cells 62 and other non-rectangular
geometries may be used. The illustrated embodiment is
not intended to be limiting in any way. For example, the
illustrated matrix of cells 62 could be part of a larger grid
of cells that function as a touch screen or touch pad of a
handheld device, for example. Each of the illustrated cells
62 in FIG. 6 is a rectangular strip of transparent composite
piezoelectric material that can provide haptic effects in
either lateral or normal directions (relative to the plane
of the haptic device, as represented by arrows 72) de-
pending on the mounting configuration.
[0056] As illustrated in FIG. 6, electrode layers 64, 66

are located on top and bottom of the shown grid, and
electrode pathways 68 are provided in a way that each
cell 62 can be actuated independent from the other cells
62. Localized isolated haptic effects can be achieved by
sending control drive signals to each individual cell 62.
The electrode layers 64, 66 are substantially transparent.
In an embodiment, the electrode layers 64, 66 may have
composite piezo material embedded within the layers.
[0057] As shown in FIG. 6, the haptic device 60 in-
cludes a vibration isolator 70 in between adjacent cells
62. In an embodiment, the vibration isolator 50 includes
a transparent polymer-based structure that is embedded
between the cells 62 to avoid vibration transfer between
the cells 62. In an embodiment, the vibration isolator 70
is in the form of a gap between adjacent cells 62.
[0058] By taking advantage of the sensor functionality
of composite piezoelectric materials, each of the cells 62
can serve as a pressure sensor as well as an actuator,
and can be capable of detecting a touch within the bound-
aries of its area. Assuming that the haptic device 60 il-
lustrated acts as a touch sensor, the resolution of the
sensing function may be limited to the size of each cell
62. As opposed to traditional touch screen technology,
there is no need to provide external voltage for the sensor
functionality of the composite piezoelectric cell 62 to
work. Instead, upon deformation/pressure applied on top
of each cell 62, the composite piezo material associated
with that cell 62 generates a voltage difference across
its corresponding electrodes 64, 66, which may be used
as a measure of the magnitude of applied pressure with
a high resolution.
[0059] Various connectivity patterns may be used for
the composite piezoelectric cells 62 in order to optimize
the electromechanical properties of the device 60. For
example, a relatively flexible (deformable) yet mechani-
cally robust and rugged touch sensor/actuator can be
achieved, which may allow for better integration and im-
proved lifetime. Such solution is of potential to be used
in cases where it is desirable for the device 60 to conform
to surfaces with non-flat geometry. Using specific depo-
sition, coating, and cofiring techniques, the haptic device
60 described above may be made in any shape, with the
potential to become extremely thin.
[0060] Although it may be difficult to make pieces of
transparent piezo that are larger than a few centimeters
long and can, for example, cover the surface of a typical
handheld devices, by providing an array of cells 62 having
composite piezo material with small fibers of transparent
single crystal or ceramic piezo embedded in a matrix of
a polymer, larger composite piezo sensor/actuator sys-
tems may be created. In an embodiment, the piezo ma-
terial may be a macro fiber composite manufactured and
supplied, for example, by Smart Material Corporation
based in Sarasota, Florida.
[0061] FIG. 7A illustrates an embodiment of a haptic
device 80 that includes a plurality of substantially trans-
parent piezoelectric layers that each includes an array
of substantially transparent piezoelectric cells. For ex-
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ample, a first layer 82 may include a 3x3 array of cells
82a-i, a second layer 84 may include a 3x3 array of cells
84a-i, and a third layer 86 may include a 3x3 array of
cells 84a-i. Although three layers are illustrated, only two
layers, or additional layers may be included.
[0062] The cells 82a-i, 84a-i, and 86a-i may be sub-
stantially aligned with each other. Similar to the embod-
iment illustrated in FIG. 2B, one of the layers, such as
the first layer 82 may be configured to act as a sensor,
and the other layers, i.e., the second layer 84 and the
third layer 86, may be configured to act as actuators. In
an embodiment, each layer, and each cell within each
layer may operate independent from each other so that
the desired haptic effect may be generated in response
to a sensed touch. For example, the layer that is config-
ured to be the sensor will sense the touch an generate
a signal to the interdigitated electrode system, using the
direct piezoelectricity effect, and then use the signal gen-
erated by the detected touch to in turn provide a signal
to actuate any of the cells, or any combination of the cells,
that are part of the layers that are configured to be actu-
ated. More specifically, in a non-limiting example, a user
may touch an area that generally corresponds to the cell
82a of the first layer 82, which may be configured to act
as the sensor, and in response, a desired haptic effect
may be generated by the cell 84a, or a combination of
the cell 84a and 86a, or a desired haptic effect may be
generated by the cell 84i, or a combination of the cell 84i
and 86e. The substantially transparent piezoelectric lay-
ers 82, 84, 86 may be supported by a substrate 88, which
may be a display that is configured to display an image
that may be viewable through the substantially transpar-
ent piezoelectric layers 82, 84, 86.
[0063] FIG. 7B illustrates a haptic device 90 that in-
cludes a plurality of substantially transparent piezoelec-
tric layers that each includes an array of substantially
transparent piezoelectric cells. For example, a first layer
92 may include an 8x8 array of cells, a second layer 94
may include a 3x3 array of cells, and a third layer 96 may
include a 3x3 array of cells. The substantially transparent
piezoelectric layers 92, 94, 96 may be supported by a
substrate 98, which may be a display that is configured
to display an image that may be viewable through the
substantially transparent piezoelectric layers 92, 94, 96.
Although three layers are illustrated, the haptic device
90 may include only two layers or the haptic device 90
may include more than three layers. The illustrated em-
bodiment is not intended to be limiting in any way. Also,
each of the layers may have a different number of cells
in the array. For example, in an embodiment, the third
layer may include a 2x2 array of cells instead of a 3x3
array of cells, if desired.
[0064] In an embodiment, the first layer 92 may be con-
figured to act as the sensor, and additional (smaller) cells
may be used to increase the resolution of the sensor.
Similarly, in an embodiment, the second layer 94 and the
third layer 96 may include fewer (larger) cells to increase
the haptic effect that can be provided by each cell. A

multitude of combinations are contemplated and the il-
lustrated embodiment is not intended to be limiting in any
way.
[0065] In an embodiment, the layers disclosed herein
that are configured to act as sensors, i.e., sensor layers,
may be configured to recognize touches to the haptic
devices, as well as the position and magnitude of the
touches on the haptic devices. For example, the sensor
layers may be configured to measure displacement of
the layers when the layers are touched, which can be
used to derive the applied pressure to the layers. The
signals corresponding to the touches (i.e., displacement
and/or pressure) may be sent to a processing device,
such as the processing device 12 discussed above, and
the processing device may interpret the touches and in
response generate the desired haptic effect. Through the
sensor layer and processing device, the haptic device
may be configured to sense multi-touch contacts and dis-
tinguish multiple touches that occur at substantially the
same time.
[0066] The haptic devices according to embodiments
of the present invention may be configured to display
images for the user to interact with, such as keys, dials,
menu lists, etc., that may be viewed through the substan-
tially transparent piezoelectric cells, or may be configured
as, for example, a touchpad with minimal or no images.
In an embodiment, the haptic device may be configured
to sense two separate touches to the device at substan-
tially the same time. In one embodiment, a dynamic hap-
tic effect based on a number of possible factors associ-
ated with the two separate touches may be generated.
For example, the haptic effect may be based, at least in
part, by the distance between the two touches, the direc-
tion of motion of the two touches, the number of touches
(e.g., if there are more than two touches), the position of
the touches, the function being initiated by the touches,
the amount of pressure being applied via each touch, etc.
[0067] In an embodiment, a dynamic haptic effect may
be calculated by the processing device based the posi-
tion and number of touches, and based on any number
of other factors such as the factors disclosed above (e.g.,
distance between touches, direction of motion of touch-
es, etc.). The haptic effect is considered to be dynamic
in that one or more parameters such as amplitude, vibra-
tion, frequency, etc. are varied over time. The dynamic
nature of the haptic effect provides additional information
to the user in contrast to static haptic effects. The need
to provide additional information increases as two or
more generally simultaneously touches are sensed on a
multi-touch device. In one embodiment, multiple dynamic
haptic effects may be calculated, one for each touch, so
that each contact object (e.g., each finger) may experi-
ence a different haptic effect rather than a single dynamic
haptic effect that is applied to the entire haptic device.
After the dynamic haptic effect has been calculated by
the processing device, the dynamic haptic effect may be
output to the layer(s) of the substantially transparent
composite piezoelectric cell that are configured to act as
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actuators so that the dynamic haptic effect may be im-
plemented.
[0068] In operation, dynamic haptic effects may be
generated in response to multi-touch contacts to en-
hance the functionality and usability of the haptic device.
For example, when the multi-touch contacts are two or
more fingers, a user may be able to move fingers apart
while touching the haptic device in order to zoom in on
a displayed image. In response, a dynamic haptic effect
can be generated that increases in amplitude or frequen-
cy to communicate the sensation of a growing or increas-
ing virtual window or object size and/or volume. The ac-
tion of bringing the fingers back together can result in an
equal and opposite decreasing amplitude or frequency
to communicate the sensation of a shrinking or decreas-
ing virtual window or object size and/or volume.
[0069] In another example, two or more fingers may
be moved apart for the purpose of moving through a dis-
played list of contacts, text, or menu items and in re-
sponse a dynamic haptic effect of increasing amplitude
or frequency may be generated that is based on the dis-
tance between the finger points. The further apart the
user’s fingers are, the greater the amplitude or frequency
of the haptic effects would be in order to communicate
the sensation of increasing speed or movement through
the list of contacts or menu items. The action of bringing
the fingers back together would result in an equal and
opposite decreasing amplitude, or frequency to commu-
nicate the sensation of a decreasing speed or movement
through the list of contacts or menu items.
[0070] Further, two or more fingers can make a rotating
gesture equivalent to turning a virtual knob displayed on
a touch screen. In response, dynamic haptic effects can
be generated as the virtual knob is turned to simulate
those sensations felt in turning a mechanical knob such
as detents and barriers. Other dynamic effects can be
generated that are not typically associated with a rotary
knob but provide information such as scroll-rate control,
end-of-list/top-of-list notifications, etc.
[0071] In another embodiment, two or more fingers
may set a boundary box (selection area) that allows the
user to interact with all virtual grasped items contained
in the bounded box. While sliding the bounded box, dy-
namic haptic effects may generate a sliding feeling and
can vary depending on the speed of the dragging or how
far the box is being dragged. Further, the interaction of
resizing the items by increasing or decreasing the dis-
tance between two fingers may generate an equivalent
dynamic haptic effect of increasing or decreasing ampli-
tude or frequency, or a haptic effect of consistent ampli-
tude and frequency that communicates the action of rel-
ative increasing or decreasing object sizes. Further, the
interaction of rotating the grasped items by rotating fin-
gers clockwise or counter-clockwise may generate an
equivalent dynamic haptic effect of increasing or de-
creasing haptic amplitude or frequency, or a haptic effect
of consistent amplitude and frequency that communi-
cates the action of rotating the object(s) away from their

initial starting location or virtual setting. Further, the in-
teraction of dragging the items by moving the fingers
across the screen may generate an equivalent dynamic
haptic effect of increasing or decreasing haptic amplitude
or frequency, or a haptic effect of consistent amplitude
and frequency that communicates the action of physically
dragging the object(s) away from their initial starting lo-
cation or virtual setting.
[0072] In another embodiment, multiple users may ap-
ply multi-touch contacts to the haptic device and each
user may need different haptic effects based on the spe-
cific application or interaction they are making at any giv-
en moment in time. Further, a single, multi-hand user
may need different haptic effects for each hand based
on the specific actions each hand is making at any given
moment. For example, one hand may be using two fin-
gers to grab or pinch a virtual object while the other hand
may be using two fingers to manipulate the virtual object
or to zoom in/out or even scroll through a separate menu
list. Both actions may be happening simultaneously on
the same surface and benefit from different dynamic hap-
tic effects being generated at each hand.
[0073] Embodiments of the present invention may be
used as the actuation unit to enable haptic effects in var-
ious electronic devices, such as touch screen handheld
devices (mobile devices, PDA, and navigation systems),
automotive applications, gaming consoles, etc.
[0074] The embodiments described herein represent
a number of possible implementations and examples and
are not intended to necessarily limit the present disclo-
sure to any specific embodiments. Instead, various mod-
ifications can be made to these embodiments as would
be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art. Any such
modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of the present disclosure.
[0075] Embodiments of the present invention have
been described with particular reference to the examples
illustrated. While specific examples are shown in the
drawings and are herein described in detail, it should be
understood, however, that the drawings and detailed de-
scription are not intended to limit the invention to the par-
ticular form disclosed. It will be appreciated that varia-
tions and modifications may be made to the examples
described within the scope of the present invention.
[0076] The following numbered clauses on pages 19
to 21 of the present description correspond to the claims
of European patent application no. 11163539.7 as filed.
The claims of the present application as filed, which is
divided from European patent application no.
11163539.7, can be found on the subsequent pages 22
and 23 of the specification which begin with the heading
"CLAIMS".

CLAUSES

[0077]

1. A haptic device, comprising:
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a substrate; and
a substantially transparent composite piezoe-
lectric cell overlaying the substrate, the piezoe-
lectric cell comprising

a sensor piezoelectric layer configured to
generate a first signal when the sensor pi-
ezoelectric layer is deformed, and
an actuator piezoelectric layer configured
to provide a haptic effect upon receipt of a
second signal that is based on the first sig-
nal.

2. The haptic device according to clause 1, wherein
the sensor piezoelectric layer overlays the actuator
piezoelectric layer.

3. The haptic device according to clause 1 or 2,
wherein the substrate is configured to display an im-
age, and wherein the image is viewable through the
substantially transparent composite piezoelectric
cell.

4. The haptic device according to clause 1, 2 or 3,
further comprising a plurality of substantially trans-
parent composite piezoelectric cells overlaying the
substrate.

5. The haptic device according to clause 4, further
comprising a vibration isolator located between ad-
jacent piezoelectric cells and configured to isolate
vibration in one of the piezoelectric cells from other
piezoelectric cells.

6. The haptic device according to any one of the pre-
ceding clauses, wherein the substrate and the sub-
stantially transparent composite piezoelectric cell
are flexible and configured for gross deformations.

7. A haptic device, comprising:

a substantially transparent composite piezoe-
lectric cell configured to measure a deformation
of a surface of the cell and to provide a haptic
effect as a result of the deformation, the cell com-
prising

a first electrode,
a second electrode, and
a plurality of piezo ceramic materials in be-
tween the first electrode and the second
electrode,

wherein when an electric field is created be-
tween the first electrode and the second elec-
trode, the piezo ceramic materials actuate to
provide the haptic effect.

8. The haptic device according to clause 7, further
comprising a display configured to display an image,
wherein the substantially transparent composite pi-
ezoelectric cell overlays the display so that the image
is visible through the substantially transparent com-
posite piezoelectric cell.

9. The haptic device according to clause 7 or 8, fur-
ther comprising a plurality of substantially transpar-
ent composite piezoelectric cells.

10. The haptic device according to clause 9, further
comprising a vibration isolator located between ad-
jacent piezoelectric cells and configured to isolate
vibration in one of the piezoelectric cells from other
piezoelectric cells.

11. The haptic device according to any one of claus-
es 7 to 10, wherein the substantially transparent
composite piezoelectric cell is flexible and config-
ured for gross deformations.

12. A haptic device, comprising:

a substantially transparent piezoelectric sensor
layer comprising an array of sensor cells;
a substantially transparent piezoelectric actua-
tor layer comprising an array of independently
actuatable actuator cells; and
a display configured to display an image view-
able through the substantially transparent pie-
zoelectric sensor layer and the substantially
transparent piezoelectric actuator layer.

13. The haptic device according to clause 12, where-
in the array of sensor cells includes more cells than
the array of actuator cells.

14. The haptic device according to clause 12 or 13,
further comprising a second substantially transpar-
ent piezoelectric actuator layer comprising a second
array of independently actuatable actuator cells.

15. The haptic device according to clause 12, 13 or
14, wherein the display, the substantially transparent
piezoelectric sensor layer, and the substantially
transparent piezoelectric actuator layer are flexible
and configured for gross deformations.

Claims

1. A haptic device, comprising:

a substantially transparent piezoelectric sensor
layer comprising an array of sensor cells;
a substantially transparent piezoelectric actua-
tor layer comprising an array of independently
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actuatable actuator cells; and
a display configured to display an image view-
able through the substantially transparent pie-
zoelectric sensor layer and the substantially
transparent piezoelectric actuator layer.

2. The haptic device according to claim 1, wherein the
array of sensor cells includes more cells than the
array of actuator cells.

3. The haptic device according to claim 1 or 2, further
comprising a second substantially transparent pie-
zoelectric actuator layer comprising a second array
of independently actuatable actuator cells.

4. The haptic device according to any one of claims 1
to 3, wherein the display, the substantially transpar-
ent piezoelectric sensor layer, and the substantially
transparent piezoelectric actuator layer are benda-
ble, foldable, or rollable.

5. The haptic device according to any one of claims 1
to 4, wherein the substantially transparent piezoe-
lectric actuator layer is more rigid than the substan-
tially transparent piezoelectric sensor layer.

6. The haptic device according to any one of claims 1
to 5, wherein each cell of the array of sensor cells or
of the array of actuator cells includes an array of
piezoceramic fibers in an adhesive.

7. The haptic device according to any one of claims 1
to 6, further comprising a vibration isolator located
between adjacent cells of the array of sensor cells
or of the array of actuator cells.

8. The haptic device according to claim 7, wherein the
vibration isolator includes a transparent polymer-
based structure embedded between adjacent cells
of the array of sensor cells or of the array of actuator
cells.

9. The haptic device according to claim 7, wherein the
vibration isolator is formed by a gap between adja-
cent cells of the array of sensor cells or of the array
of actuator cells.

10. The haptic device according to claim 1, wherein the
substantially transparent piezoelectric actuator layer
is configured to generate a haptic effect that is based
on an amount of pressure applied to the haptic de-
vice.

11. The haptic device according to claim 1, wherein the
piezoelectric sensor layer is configured to sense sep-
arate touch inputs at the haptic device at substan-
tially the same time, and wherein the piezoelectric
actuator layer is configured to generate a haptic ef-

fect that is based on a distance between the touch
inputs.

12. The haptic device according to claim 11, wherein the
piezoelectric actuator layer is configured to increase
an amplitude or frequency of the haptic effect when
the touch inputs move further apart.

13. The haptic device according to claim 11, wherein the
piezoelectric actuator layer is configured to increase
an amplitude or frequency of the haptic effect in re-
sponse to the touch inputs zooming in on a displayed
image.

14. The haptic device according to claim 11, wherein the
touch inputs create a rotating gesture, and wherein
the piezoelectric actuator layer is configured to gen-
erate a haptic effect in response to the rotating ges-
ture, wherein the haptic effect is based on a direction
of rotation.

15. The haptic device according to claim 1, wherein the
haptic device is configured to conform to a surface
with a non-flat geometry.
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