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(54) SURVEYING SYSTEM

(57) The invention provides a measuring system,
which comprises a plurality of measuring units and a lev-
eling unit common to the plurality of measuring units, the
leveling unit has a recessed fitting portion on an upper
surface, and the plurality of measuring units each has a
projecting fitting portion which is engageable and disen-
gageable with respect to the recessed fitting portion,
wherein the plurality of measuring units are constituted
to be attachable and detachable with respect to the lev-
eling unit, and in a state where each of the measuring
units is mounted on the leveling unit, a same object to
be measured is measured respectively, an offset amount
between each of the measuring units is measured, and
based on the offset amount, a measurement value meas-
ured in each of the measuring units is corrected and co-
ordinate-converted.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a surveying
system capable of obtaining a three-dimensional coordi-
nate of an object to be measured.
[0002] In a case where a three-dimensional shape of
the object to be measured is obtained as point cloud data
by a large number of points each having a three-dimen-
sional coordinate, a laser scanner is used as a surveying
instrument.
[0003] The three-dimensional coordinate obtained by
the laser scanner is a relative coordinate with the laser
scanner at a center. Therefore, in order to obtain an ab-
solute coordinate of the point cloud data, it is necessary
to convert a coordinate system of the laser scanner to
an absolute coordinate system.
[0004] In order to convert the coordinate system of the
laser scanner to a coordinate of the absolute coordinate
system, first, a target is installed at a known point, meas-
ured in advance, by a total station or the like. Next, the
target is detected from the point cloud data of when meas-
ured by the laser scanner so as to contain the target, and
based on the detected absolute coordinate of the target,
it is necessary to convert the coordinate system of the
laser scanner to the absolute coordinate system. Thus,
an operation becomes complicated.
[0005] Further, in order to detect the target from the
point cloud data with high accuracy, a highly dense point
cloud data of the target is needed.
[0006] Therefore, in order to detect particularly a target
far away, it is necessary to increase the point cloud den-
sity by using a laser light source with a high output and
emitting a laser beam in a high cycle. Or in order to detect
the target far away, it is necessary to separately provide
a narrow-angle camera, accurately sight the target with
the narrow-angle camera and increase the point cloud
density by limiting a measurement range narrowly.
Therefore, the laser light source becomes expensive,
and a control system becomes complicated and thus, a
manufacturing cost of the surveying instrument increas-
es.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a surveying system which enables different measure-
ment units to be attached and detached easily and a man-
ufacturing cost can be reduced.
[0008] To attain the object as described above, a sur-
veying system according to the present invention com-
prises a plurality of measuring units and a leveling unit
common to the plurality of measuring units, the leveling
unit has a recessed fitting portion on an upper surface,
and the plurality of measuring units each has a projecting
fitting portion which is engageable and disengageable
with respect to the recessed fitting portion, wherein the

plurality of measuring units are constituted to be attach-
able and detachable with respect to the leveling unit, and
in a state where each of the measuring units is mounted
on the leveling unit, a same object to be measured is
measured respectively, an offset amount between each
of the measuring units is measured, and based on the
offset amount, a measurement value measured in each
of the measuring units is corrected and coordinate-con-
verted.
[0009] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, an azimuth angle offset amount
for performing an offset in perpendicularly crossing two
horizontal directions is measured from a difference be-
tween a horizontal angle of when the object to be meas-
ured is measured by one measuring unit of the plurality
of measuring units and a horizontal angle of when the
object to be measured is measured by another one meas-
uring unit of the plurality of measuring units.
[0010] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, a height of the object to be meas-
ured with respect to one measuring unit is measured from
a slope distance and a vertical angle of when the object
to be measured is measured by the one measuring unit
of the plurality of measuring units, a height of the object
to be measured with respect to another one measuring
unit is measured from a slope distance and a vertical
angle of when the object to be measured is measured
by the another one measuring unit of the plurality of
measuring units, and a machine height offset amount for
performing the offset in the vertical direction is measured
from a difference between the two heights.
[0011] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, the plurality of measuring units
have a communication component respectively.
[0012] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, the plurality of measuring units
have an image pickup unit respectively, the image pickup
unit picks up an image including a target installed at a
reference position, and the target is detected based on
the target in the picked-up image.
[0013] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, one of the plurality of measuring
units is a total station, the total station comprises a frame
unit horizontally rotating around a horizontal rotation
shaft as a center, a telescope unit vertically rotating
around a vertical rotation shaft as a center and a distance
measuring component projecting a distance measuring
light and measuring a distance to an object to be meas-
ured, and measures the distance to the object to be
measured by sighting the object to be measured by the
telescope unit.
[0014] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, one of the plurality of measuring
units is a laser scanner, the laser scanner comprises a
frame unit horizontally rotating around a horizontal rota-
tion shaft as a center, a scanning mirror vertically rotating
around a vertical rotation shaft as a center and a distance
measuring component projecting a distance measuring
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light and measuring a distance to the object to be meas-
ured, and obtains point cloud data of the object to be
measured by rotating and projecting the distance meas-
uring light via the scanning mirror and scanning the object
to be measured.
[0015] Further, in the surveying system according to a
preferable embodiment, one of the plurality of measuring
units is a spot laser scanner, the spot laser scanner com-
prises a distance measuring component projecting a dis-
tance measuring light and measuring a distance to the
object to be measured and an optical axis deflecting unit
for deflecting an optical axis of the distance measuring
light and an optical axis of a reflected distance measuring
light reflected by the object to be measured in a same
deflection angle and a same direction, wherein the optical
axis deflecting unit is constituted of a pair of overlapping
optical prisms and the optical prisms are independently
rotatable, respectively.
[0016] Furthermore, in the surveying system according
to a preferable embodiment, the azimuth angle offset
amount is updated based on a horizontal angle detected
when one measuring unit of the plurality of measuring
units performs the zero-setting.
[0017] According to the present invention, the survey-
ing system preferably comprises a plurality of measuring
units and a leveling unit common to the plurality of meas-
uring units, the leveling unit has a recessed fitting portion
on an upper surface, and the plurality of measuring units
each has a projecting fitting portion which is engageable
and disengageable with respect to the recessed fitting
portion, wherein the plurality of measuring units are con-
stituted to be attachable and detachable with respect to
the leveling unit, and in a state where each of the meas-
uring units is mounted on the leveling unit, a same object
to be measured is measured respectively, an offset
amount between each of the measuring units is meas-
ured, and based on the offset amount, a measurement
value measured in each of the measuring units is cor-
rected and coordinate-converted. As a result, the offset
amount between each of the measuring units is constant
at all times, the coordinate system between each of the
measuring units can be easily coincided without recalcu-
lation, reduction of work time and improvement of work-
ability can be accomplished, and a manufacturing cost
can be reduced without requiring a high-quality member
for target detection.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018]

FIG.1 is a frontal cross-sectional view showing a
state where a laser scanner is mounted on a leveling
unit according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG.2 is a perspective view showing the leveling unit
according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG.3 is a frontal cross-sectional view showing a
state where a total station is mounted on the leveling
unit.
FIG.4A is an explanatory drawing showing a detec-
tion of a target by the total station, and FIG.4B is an
explanatory drawing showing the detection of the tar-
get by the laser scanner.
FIG.5 is a frontal cross-sectional view showing a spot
laser scanner according to the embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG.6 is a block diagram showing a measuring unit
body of the spot laser scanner.
FIG.7 is an enlarged view showing an optical axis
deflecting unit of the measuring unit body.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENT

[0019] A description will be given below on an embod-
iment of the present invention by referring to the attached
drawings.
[0020] First, referring to FIG.1 to FIG.3, a description
will be given on a surveying system according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0021] The surveying system 1 is constituted by a lev-
eling unit 2 mounted on a tripod 56 (see FIG.4A, FIG.4B),
a plurality of surveying devices provided attachably or
detachably from the leveling unit 2, a first measuring unit
(a laser scanner 3 which will be described later), for in-
stance, and a second measuring unit (a total station 24
which will be described later). Further, the first measuring
unit and the second measuring unit have fixed portions
(to be described later) which are engageable and disen-
gageable with respect to the leveling unit 2, respectively.
[0022] FIG.1 shows a state where the laser scanner 3
as the first measuring unit is mounted on the leveling unit
2.
[0023] The laser scanner 3 comprises a fixed portion
4, a frame unit 5, a horizontal rotation shaft 6, a horizontal
rotation bearing 7, a horizontal rotation motor 8 as a hor-
izontal rotation driving unit, a horizontal angle encoder 9
as a horizontal angle detecting unit, a vertical rotation
shaft 11, a vertical rotation bearing 12, a vertical rotation
motor 13 as a vertical rotation driving unit, a vertical angle
encoder 14 as a vertical angle detecting unit, a scanning
mirror 15 which is a vertical rotating unit, a first commu-
nication component 16, an arithmetic control component
17, a storage component 18, a first distance measuring
component 19, and the like.
[0024] On a lower surface of the fixed portion 4, a cy-
lindrical fitting cylindrical portion 21 having a diameter
smaller than the fixed portion 4 is protruded. Further, on
one portion of the fitting cylindrical portion 21, a fitting
projecting portion 22 protruding in a radial direction from
an outer peripheral surface of the fitting cylindrical portion
21 is formed. Via the fitting cylindrical portion 21 and the
fitting projecting portion 22, the laser scanner 3 is aligned,
and in a state where the alignment in a rotating direction
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is made, the laser scanner 3 is fitted with the leveling unit
2 and mounted. It is to be noted that the fitting cylindrical
portion 21 and the fitting projecting portion 22 constitute
a projecting fitting portion of the laser scanner 3.
[0025] The horizontal rotation bearing 7 is fixed to the
fixed portion 4. The horizontal rotation shaft 6 has a ver-
tical axis 6a, and the horizontal rotation shaft 6 is rotatably
supported by the horizontal rotation bearing 7. Further,
the frame unit 5 is supported by the horizontal rotation
shaft 6, and the frame unit 5 is configured so as to rotate
integrally with the horizontal rotation shaft 6 in a horizon-
tal direction.
[0026] Between the horizontal rotation bearing 7 and
the frame unit 5, the horizontal rotation motor 8 is pro-
vided, and the horizontal rotation motor 8 is controlled
by the arithmetic control component 17. The arithmetic
control component 17 rotates the frame unit 5 around the
axis 6a as the center, by the horizontal rotation motor 8.
[0027] A relative rotation angle of the frame unit 5 with
respect to the fixed portion 4 is detected by the horizontal
angle encoder 9. A detection signal from the horizontal
angle encoder 9 is input to the arithmetic control compo-
nent 17, and horizontal angle data is calculated by the
arithmetic control component 17. The arithmetic control
component 17 performs a feed-back control with respect
to the horizontal rotation motor 8 based on the horizontal
angle data.
[0028] Further, on the frame unit 5, the vertical rotation
shaft 11 having a horizontal axis 11a is provided. The
vertical rotation shaft 11 is freely rotatable via the vertical
rotation bearing 12. It is to be noted that an intersection
between the axis 6a and the axis 11a is a projecting po-
sition of a distance measuring light, and an origin of the
coordinate system of the laser scanner 3.
[0029] On the frame unit 5, a recessed portion 23 is
formed. The vertical rotation shaft 11 has one end portion
extending into the recessed portion 23, the scanning mir-
ror 15 is fixed to the one end portion, and the scanning
mirror 15 is accommodated in the recessed portion 23.
Further, on the other end portion of the vertical rotation
shaft 11, the vertical angle encoder 14 is provided.
[0030] The vertical rotation motor 13 is provided on the
vertical rotation shaft 11, and the vertical rotation motor
13 is controlled by the arithmetic control component 17.
The arithmetic control component 17 rotates the vertical
rotation shaft 11 by the vertical rotation motor 13, and
the scanning mirror 15 is rotated around the axis 11a as
the center.
[0031] A rotation angle of the scanning mirror 15 is
detected by the vertical angle encoder 14, and the de-
tection result is input to the arithmetic control component
17. The arithmetic control component 17 calculates ver-
tical angle data of the scanning mirror 15 based on the
detection result of the vertical angle encoder 14 and per-
forms a feed-back control with respect to the vertical ro-
tation motor 13 based on the vertical angle data.
[0032] The first communication component 16 is ca-
pable of communicating with a second communication

component 25 (to be described later) of the total station
24 as a second measuring unit, which will be described
later, by required means such as wireless or wired or the
like. Via the first communication component 16 and the
second communication component 25, various types of
data can be transmitted and received between the laser
scanner 3 and the total station 24 with respect to the
horizontal angle data, the vertical angle data, measure-
ment results, an azimuth angle offset amount to be de-
scribed later, a machine height offset amount, and the
like.
[0033] Further, the horizontal angle data, the vertical
angle data, the measurement results or the azimuth an-
gle offset amount (to be described later) and the machine
height offset amount (to be described later) between the
laser scanner 3 and the total station 24, calculated by
the arithmetic control component 17, are stored in the
storage component 18. As the storage component 18,
various types of storage means such as an HDD, a CD,
a memory card and the like are used. The storage com-
ponent 18 may be attachable or detachable with respect
to the frame unit 5 or may be capable of sending data to
an external storage device or an external data processing
device via the first communication component 16.
[0034] Next, a description will be given on the first dis-
tance measuring component 19.
[0035] A distance measuring light of a pulsed light is
projected from a light emitting element 26. The distance
measuring light is projected via a light projecting optical
system 27 and a beam splitter 28. An optical axis of the
distance measuring light projected from the beam splitter
28 is coincided with the axis 11a, and the distance meas-
uring light is deflected at a right angle by the scanning
mirror 15. By a rotation of the scanning mirror 15 around
the axis 11a as the center, the distance measuring light
becomes orthogonal to the axis 11a and is rotated
(scanned) within a plane containing the axis 6a.
[0036] The distance measuring light reflected by the
object to be measured (hereinafter referred to as a "re-
flected distance measuring light") enters the scanning
mirror 15 and is deflected by the scanning mirror 15. The
reflected distance measuring light deflected by the scan-
ning mirror 15 is received by a photodetection element
31 via the beam splitter 28 and a photodetection optical
system 29.
[0037] The first distance measuring component 19 ex-
ecutes a distance measurement for each one pulse of
the distance measuring light based on a time difference
(that is, a reciprocating time of the pulsed light) between
a light emission timing of the light emitting element 26
and a photodetection timing of the photodetection ele-
ment 31 (Time of Flight).
[0038] It is to be noted that, in the first distance meas-
uring component 19, an internal reference optical system
(not shown) is provided, and by performing a distance
measurement by a time difference between the photo-
detection timing of the distance measuring light received
via the internal reference optical system and the photo-
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detection timing of the reflected distance measuring light,
a distance measurement with higher accuracy can be
accomplished.
[0039] By cooperative operation of the rotation of the
scanning mirror 15 in the vertical direction and the rotat-
ing of the frame unit 5 in the horizontal direction, the dis-
tance measuring light is scanned two-dimensionally. Fur-
ther, by the distance measurement of each pulsed light,
distance measurement data is obtained, and by detecting
the vertical angle and the horizontal angle by the vertical
angle encoder 14 and the horizontal angle encoder 9 per
each pulsed light, the vertical angle data and the hori-
zontal angle data can be obtained. By the vertical angle
data, the horizontal angle data, and the distance meas-
urement data, three-dimensional point cloud data corre-
sponding to the object to be measured can be obtained.
[0040] Next, referring to FIG.2, a description will be
given on the leveling unit 2.
[0041] The leveling unit 2 includes a base unit 32
mounted on the tripod 56, a leveling screw 33 for leveling
the surveying system 1, and a pedestal unit 34 to which
the laser scanner 3 or the total station 24 is selectively
attached.
[0042] On an upper surface of the pedestal unit 34, a
cylindrical fitting hole 35 is formed, and the fitting hole 35
is engageable with the fitting cylindrical portion 21. Fur-
ther, one portion of a peripheral edge of the fitting hole
35 is notched and a notched recessed portion 36 is
formed, and the notched recessed portion 36 is engage-
able with the fitting projecting portion 22. It is to be noted
that the fitting hole 35 and the notched recessed portion
36 constitute a recessed fitting portion.
[0043] When the laser scanner 3 is attached to the lev-
eling unit 2, by the fitting of the fitting cylindrical portion
21 with the fitting hole 35, the laser scanner 3 is aligned
with the leveling unit 2. By the fitting of the fitting projecting
portion 22 with the notched recessed portion 36, the laser
scanner 3 is positioned in the rotating direction. Further,
at this time, an axis of the leveling unit 2 and the axis 6a
are coincided with each other.
[0044] FIG.3 shows a state where the total station 24
as a second measuring unit is mounted on the leveling
unit 2.
[0045] The total station 24 comprises a fixed portion
37, a frame unit 38, a horizontal rotation shaft 39, a hor-
izontal rotation bearing 41, a horizontal rotation motor 42
as a horizontal rotation driving unit, a horizontal angle
encoder 43 as a horizontal angle detecting unit, a vertical
rotation shaft 44, a vertical rotation bearing 45, a vertical
rotation motor 46 as a vertical rotation driving unit, a ver-
tical angle encoder 47 as a vertical angle detecting unit,
a telescope unit 48 which is a vertical rotating unit, the
second communication component 25, an arithmetic
control component 49, a storage component 51, and the
like.
[0046] On a lower surface of the fixed portion 37, a
cylindrical fitting cylindrical portion 52 having a diameter
smaller than the fixed portion 37 and a fitting projecting

portion 53 protruding in a radial direction from an outer
peripheral surface of the fitting cylindrical portion 52 are
formed. The fitting cylindrical portion 52 and the fitting
projecting portion 53 have the same shape as the fitting
cylindrical portion 21 and the fitting projecting portion 22
of the laser scanner 3 and are engageable and disen-
gageable with respect to the fitting hole 35 and the
notched recessed portion 36. It is to be noted that the
fitting cylindrical portion 52 and the fitting projecting por-
tion 53 constitute a projecting fitting portion of the total
station 24.
[0047] By the fitting of the fitting cylindrical portion 52
with the fitting hole 35, and the fitting of the fitting pro-
jecting portion 53 with the notched recessed portion 36,
the total station 24 is aligned. In a state as positioned in
the rotating direction by the alignment, the total station
24 is mounted on the leveling unit 2.
[0048] It is to be noted that, due to a difference in struc-
ture between the measuring units or an individual differ-
ence between each of the measuring units, a reference
optical axis (an optical axis when a horizontal angle is 0°
and an elevation angle (vertical angle) is 0°) has a differ-
ence in the horizontal direction or a difference of eleva-
tion. This difference will be referred as an offset amount.
[0049] The horizontal rotation bearing 41 is fixed to the
fixed portion 37. The horizontal rotation shaft 39 has a
vertical axis 39a, and the horizontal rotation shaft 39 is
rotatably supported by the horizontal rotation bearing 41.
Further, the frame unit 38 is supported by the horizontal
rotation shaft 39, and the frame unit 38 is configured so
as to rotate integrally with the horizontal rotation shaft 39
in a horizontal direction.
[0050] Between the horizontal rotation bearing 41 and
the frame unit 38, the horizontal rotation motor 42 is pro-
vided, and the horizontal rotation motor 42 is controlled
by the arithmetic control component 49. The arithmetic
control component 49 rotates the frame unit 38 around
the axis 39a as the center, by the horizontal rotation motor
42.
[0051] A relative rotation angle of the frame unit 38 with
respect the fixed portion 37 is detected by the horizontal
angle encoder 43. A detection signal from the horizontal
angle encoder 43 is input to the arithmetic control com-
ponent 49, and horizontal angle data is calculated by the
arithmetic control component 49. The arithmetic control
component 49 performs a feed-back control with respect
to the horizontal rotation motor 42 based on the horizontal
angle data.
[0052] Further, a recessed portion 54 is formed on the
frame unit 38. On the frame unit 38, the vertical rotation
shaft 44 is rotatably provided via the vertical rotation bear-
ing 45.
[0053] The vertical rotation shaft 44 has a horizontal
axis 44a. One end portion of the vertical rotation shaft 44
extends into the recessed portion 54, the telescope unit
48 is fixed to the one end portion, and the telescope unit
48 is accommodated in the recessed portion 54. Further,
on the other end portion of the vertical rotation shaft 44,
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the vertical angle encoder 47 is provided. It is to be noted
that an intersection between the axis 39a and the axis
44a is a projecting position of a distance measuring light,
and an origin of the coordinate system of the total station
24.
[0054] The vertical rotation motor 46 is provided on the
vertical rotation shaft 44, and the vertical rotation motor
46 is controlled by the arithmetic control component 49.
The arithmetic control component 49 rotates the vertical
rotation shaft 44 by the vertical rotation motor 46 and the
telescope unit 48 is rotated around the axis 44a as the
center.
[0055] An elevation angle (vertical angle) of the tele-
scope unit 48 is detected by the vertical angle encoder
47, and the detection result is input to the arithmetic con-
trol component 49. The arithmetic control component 49
calculates vertical angle data of the telescope unit 48
based on the detection result of the vertical angle encoder
47 and performs a feed-back control with respect to the
vertical rotation motor 46 based on the vertical angle da-
ta.
[0056] Further, the horizontal angle data, the vertical
angle data, the measurement results or the azimuth an-
gle offset amount (to be described later) and the machine
height offset amount (to be described later) between the
laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 calculated by the
arithmetic control component 49, are stored in the stor-
age component 51. As the storage component 51, vari-
ous types of the storage means such as an HDD, a CD,
a memory card and the like are used. The storage com-
ponent 51 may be attachable or detachable with respect
to the frame unit 38 or may be capable of sending data
to an external storage device or an external data process-
ing device via the second communication component 25.
[0057] Next, a description will be given on the tele-
scope unit 48.
[0058] The telescope unit 48 comprises a sighting tel-
escope 55 and incorporates a second distance measur-
ing component (not shown). The second distance meas-
uring component has a distance measuring light project-
ing component (not shown) for projecting a distance
measuring light in a direction perpendicular to the axis
44a and a distance measuring light receiving component
(not shown) for receiving the reflected distance measur-
ing light reflected by the object to be measured. It is to
be noted that a distance measuring optical axis of the
distance measuring light and a sighting optical axis of
the sighting telescope 55 are assumed to coincide with
each other.
[0059] The second distance measuring component ex-
ecutes a distance measurement of the object to be meas-
ured based on a time difference between a light emission
timing of the distance measuring light projected from the
distance measuring light projecting component and the
photodetection timing with respect to the distance meas-
uring light receiving component, of the reflected distance
measuring light reflected by the object to be measured
(that is, a reciprocating time of the distance measuring

light). Further, the distance measurement result is stored
in the storage component 51 in association with the hor-
izontal angle data and the vertical angle data or as a
three-dimensional coordinate value.
[0060] Here, the axis 6a of when the laser scanner 3
is mounted on the leveling unit 2 and the axis 39a of when
the total station 24 is mounted on the leveling unit 2 are
constituted to coincide with each other.
[0061] Further, when the laser scanner 3 is mounted
on the leveling unit 2, by the fitting of the fitting hole 35
with the fitting cylindrical portion 21 and the fitting of the
notched recessed portion 36 with the fitting projecting
portion 22, the laser scanner 3 is aligned, and a position
in the rotating direction of the laser scanner 3 is deter-
mined. Therefore, positions in one direction (X-axis) with-
in a horizontal plane of the laser scanner 3 and one di-
rection (Y-axis) perpendicular to the X-axis, that is, po-
sitions of two perpendicular horizontal directions, are de-
termined.
[0062] Further, when the total station 24 is mounted
on the leveling unit 2, by the fitting of the fitting hole 35
with the fitting cylindrical portion 52 and the fitting of the
notched recessed portion 36 with the fitting projecting
portion 53, the total station 24 is aligned, and a position
in the rotating direction of the total station 24 is deter-
mined. Therefore, positions in one direction (X-axis) with-
in a horizontal plane of the total station 24 and one di-
rection (Y-axis) perpendicular to the X-axis, that is, po-
sitions of two perpendicular horizontal directions, are de-
termined.
[0063] Next, by referring to FIG.4A and FIG.4B, a de-
scription will be given on an offset amount between the
laser scanner 3 and the total station 24. It is to be noted
that FIG.4A shows a state where the total station 24 is
mounted on the leveling unit 2, and FIG.4B shows a state
where the laser scanner 3 is mounted on the leveling unit
2.
[0064] When an offset amount between the laser scan-
ner 3 and the total station 24 is to be acquired, first, the
fitting cylindrical portion 52 is fitted with the fitting hole
35, the fitting projecting portion 53 is fitted with the
notched recessed portion 36, and the total station 24 is
mounted on the leveling unit 2. At this time, the axis of
the leveling unit 2 and the axis 39a are coincided with
each other.
[0065] Next, the horizontal rotation motor 42 and the
vertical rotation motor 46 are driven, and the sighting
telescope 55 is directed to an arbitrary direction. For in-
stance, a target 57 having retroreflectivity such as a prism
or a reflection sheet or the like is installed at a near-dis-
tance and arbitrary reference position, and the target 57
is sighted by the sighting telescope 55 so that the target
57 is positioned on the distance measuring optical axis
58, and distance measurement is performed by the sec-
ond distance measuring component.
[0066] The sighting of the target 57 may be performed
manually by an operator via the sighting telescope 55.
Further, based on an image picked up by the image pick-
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up unit, not shown, the target 57 may be detected, and
based on a distance between a center of the image and
a center of the target 57 in the image, the frame unit 38
and the telescope unit 48 may be rotated and sighted.
Further, the distance measuring light may be a visible
light, and the distance measuring optical axis 58 and the
target 57 may be positioned visually.
[0067] It is to be noted that FIG.4A shows a state
where, when the target 57 is sighted by the sighting tel-
escope 55, the horizontal angle of the frame unit 38 is 0°
and the telescope unit 48 is horizontal, that is, the vertical
angle is 90°. A height of the target 57 with respect to the
origin of the coordinate system of the total station 24 at
this time is zero. Further, the horizontal angle, the vertical
angle, the distance measurement result, and the height
at this time are transmitted to the laser scanner 3 via the
second communication component 25 and the first com-
munication component 16.
[0068] Next, the total station 24 is removed from the
leveling unit 2, the fitting cylindrical portion 21 is fitted
with the fitting hole 35, the fitting projecting portion 22 is
fitted with the notched recessed portion 36, and the laser
scanner 3 is mounted on the leveling unit 2. At this time,
the axis of the leveling unit 2 and the axis 6a are coincided
with each other.
[0069] After the laser scanner 3 is mounted, the center
of the same target 57 is detected by the laser scanner 3,
and the horizontal rotation motor 8 and the vertical rota-
tion motor 13 are driven so that the center of the target
57 is positioned on the distance measuring optical axis
58.
[0070] It is to be noted that, by scanning a whole sur-
face of the target 57 with the distance measuring light
and detecting the shape of the target 57, a center of the
target 57 may be detected based on the detected shape
of the target 57. Further, an image including the target
57 is acquired by an image pickup unit, not shown, and
the center of the target 57 may be detected based on the
image. Further, the distance measuring light is may be
a visible light, and the distance measuring optical axis
58 and the target 57 may be positioned visually.
[0071] The horizontal angle encoder 9 detects a hori-
zontal angle of when the distance measuring optical axis
58 and the center of the target 57 are coincided with each
other. The arithmetic control component 17 calculates a
difference between the horizontal angle detected by the
horizontal angle encoder 9 and the horizontal angle re-
ceived from the total station 24. The difference is stored
in the storage component 18 as an azimuth angle offset
amount for performing an offset of the two horizontal di-
rections of the laser scanner 3 with respect to the total
station 24.
[0072] Further, the vertical angle encoder 14 detects
a vertical angle of when the distance measuring optical
axis 58 and the center of the target 57 are coincided with
each other. The arithmetic control component 17 calcu-
lates a height "h" of the target 57 with respect to the origin
of the coordinate system of the laser scanner 3 based

on a distance measurement result and the detected ver-
tical angle of the target 57, that is, based on a slope dis-
tance "d" and a vertical angle θ with respect to the hori-
zontality.
[0073] It is to be noted that in FIG.4A, the height of the
target 57 is equal to a height of the origin of the coordinate
system of the total station 24. Therefore, in FIG.4A and
FIG.4B, the calculated height "h" becomes a machine
height offset amount for performing the offset of the laser
scanner 3 in a vertical direction (Z-axis direction) with
respect to the total station 24. The calculated machine
height offset amount is stored in the storage component
18.
[0074] Further, in a case where the height of the target
57 is different from the height of the origin of the coordi-
nate system of the total station 24, the height of the target
57 with respect to the total station 24 is calculated from
the slope distance and the vertical angle, similarly as
described above. Further, the difference between the
height of the target 57 with respect to the total station 24
and the height "h" of the target 57 with respect to the
laser scanner 3 is calculated and set as the machine
height offset amount. Further, in a case where machine
heights of the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 are
known from a catalog or the like, the machine height off-
set amount may be calculated from a difference in the
known machine heights.
[0075] The calculated azimuth angle offset amount
and the machine height offset amount are sent to the
total station 24 via the first communication component
16 and the second communication component 25.
[0076] In a case where the measurement is performed
by the surveying system 1, first, by the total station 24,
the target 57 installed at a point having a known absolute
coordinate is measured, and an absolute coordinate of
an installation position of the total station 24 is obtained.
By obtaining the absolute coordinate of the total station
24, the coordinate system of the total station 24 is con-
verted and coincided with the absolute coordinate sys-
tem.
[0077] Next, the total station 24 is removed from the
leveling unit 2, and the laser scanner 3 is mounted on
the leveling unit 2. After the mounting of the laser scanner
3, the frame unit 5 is horizontally rotated, the scanning
mirror 15 is vertically rotated, and the object to be meas-
ured is scanned by the distance measuring light.
[0078] When point cloud data of the object to be meas-
ured is obtained by the laser scanner 3, based on the
azimuth angle offset amount and the machine height off-
set amount calculated in advance, the measurement val-
ue is corrected, and the measurement result obtained in
the coordinate system of the laser scanner 3 can be co-
ordinate-converted to a measurement result of the coor-
dinate system of the total station 24. That is, the coordi-
nate system of the laser scanner 3 can be coincided with
the coordinate system of the total station 24 and can be
further coincided with the absolute coordinate system.
[0079] The point cloud data measured by the laser
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scanner 3 is coordinate-converted based on the azimuth
angle offset amount and the machine height offset
amount. The point cloud data is stored in the storage
component 18 together with the measurement result of
the total station 24 in a state as coincided with the coor-
dinate system of the total station 24 or in a state as co-
incided with the absolute coordinate system.
[0080] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, by the fitting of the fitting hole 35 with the fitting
cylindrical portion 21 and the fitting of the notched re-
cessed portion 36 with the fitting projecting portion 22,
the position of the laser scanner 3 with respect to the
leveling unit 2 is mechanically determined. Further, it is
structured so that by the fitting of the fitting hole 35 with
the fitting cylindrical portion 52 and the fitting of the
notched recessed portion 36 with the fitting projecting
portion 53, the position of the total station 24 with respect
to the leveling unit 2 is mechanically determined.
[0081] Thus, even in a case where the laser scanner
3 and the total station 24 are detached or attached with
respect to the leveling unit 2 and the installation position
is changed by moving the tripod 56, the azimuth angle
offset amount and the machine height offset amount of
the laser scanner 3 with respect to the total station 24 is
constant at all times.
[0082] Therefore, the azimuth angle offset amount and
the machine height offset amount calculated in advance
become fixed and known values between the laser scan-
ner 3 and the total station 24 with the leveling unit 2 as
a reference, and can be applied regardless of the instal-
lation position of the surveying system 1. Thus, since
there is no need to calculate the azimuth angle offset
amount and the machine height offset amount of the laser
scanner 3 with respect to the total station 24 per each
installation position and thus, reduction of work time and
improvement of workability can be accomplished.
[0083] Further, detection of the target 57 by the laser
scanner 3 is made only once for calculating the azimuth
angle offset amount and the machine height offset
amount with respect to the total station 24. Therefore,
since there is no need to detect the target 57 installed
far away, there is no need to use an expensive light emit-
ting element 26 or a high-performance arithmetic control
component 17, and a manufacturing cost of the laser
scanner 3 can be reduced.
[0084] Further, since the azimuth angle offset amount
and the machine height offset amount are maintained,
when the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 are
removed for changing a setting of sensitivity of a sensor
or the like and are attached again, the azimuth angle
offset amount and the machine height offset amount do
not need to be calculated again.
[0085] It is to be noted that, in the measurement by a
total station or a laser scanner, there is a case where a
zero-setting for setting a horizontal angle to 0° in an ar-
bitrary azimuth per each installation position is performed
and the measurement is newly performed in a state after
the zero-setting.

[0086] For instance, when the zero-setting is per-
formed in the total station 24, the horizontal angle of when
the total station 24 performs the zero-setting is detected
by the horizontal angle encoder 43 and is transmitted to
the laser scanner 3 via the second communication com-
ponent 25 and the first communication component 16.
The arithmetic control component 17 calculates a differ-
ence between the received horizontal angle and the az-
imuth angle offset amount, updates the difference as a
new azimuth angle offset amount and stores the new
azimuth angle offset amount in the storage component
18.
[0087] When the zero-setting is performed in the laser
scanner 3, the horizontal angle of when the laser scanner
3 performs the zero-setting is detected by the horizontal
angle encoder 9. The arithmetic control component 17
calculates a difference between the detected horizontal
angle and the azimuth angle offset amount, updates the
difference as a new azimuth angle offset amount and
stores the new azimuth angle offset amount in the storage
component 18.
[0088] It is to be noted that, when the zero-setting is
performed in the total station 24, the difference may be
calculated by the arithmetic control component 49 and
the azimuth angle offset amount may be updated by the
arithmetic control component 49. Further, when the zero-
setting is performed in the laser scanner 3, the detected
horizontal angle may be transmitted to the total station
24 via the first communication component 16 and the
second communication component 25, the difference
may be calculated by the arithmetic control component
49, and the azimuth angle offset amount may be updated
by the arithmetic control component 49.
[0089] As described above, the laser scanner 3 and
the total station 24 are constituted to be capable of com-
munication, and each time when the zero-setting is per-
formed in the laser scanner 3 or the total station 24, the
azimuth angle offset amount is updated by the laser scan-
ner 3 or the total station 24. Therefore, even if the zero-
setting is performed in the laser scanner 3 or the total
station 24, the coordinate systems of the laser scanner
3 and the total station 24 can be continuously coincided
with each other, and thus, the offset amount does not
have to be calculated again at each installation position,
and the work time can be reduced, and further, the work-
ability can be improved.
[0090] It is to be noted that, in the present embodiment,
as a measuring unit to be attached to the leveling unit 2,
the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 are described,
but the measuring unit that can be applied to the present
embodiment is not limited to the two measuring units as
described above.
[0091] Referring to FIG.5 and FIG.6, a description will
be given below on a spot laser scanner 59 as a third
measuring unit which is another measuring unit which
can be applied to the present embodiment.
[0092] The spot laser scanner 59 is a laser scanner
capable of scanning a predetermined range in a prede-
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termined form such as a circular shape for instance, with
a distance measuring light, and is installed on the tripod
56 (see FIG.4A and FIG.4B) via the leveling unit 2. The
spot laser scanner 59 has a measuring unit body 61 which
is a vertical rotation portion, a frame unit 62, and a fixed
portion 63.
[0093] The frame unit 62 has a recess shape having a
recessed portion, and the measuring unit body 61 is ac-
commodated in the recessed portion. The measuring unit
body 61 is supported by the frame unit 62 via a vertical
rotation shaft 64, and the vertical rotation shaft 64 is freely
rotatable via a bearing (not shown).
[0094] On an end portion of the vertical rotation shaft
64, a vertical driven gear 65 is fitted. The vertical driven
gear 65 meshes with a vertical driving gear 66, and the
vertical driving gear 66 is fixed to an output shaft of a
vertical rotation motor 67. The measuring unit body 61
is constituted to be rotated in the vertical direction around
the vertical rotation shaft 64 as a center, by the vertical
rotation motor 67.
[0095] Further, on the end portion of the vertical rota-
tion shaft 64, a vertical angle encoder 68 which is a ver-
tical angle detecting unit for detecting a vertical angle (an
angle in a rotating direction around the vertical rotation
shaft 64 as a center) is provided. By the vertical angle
encoder 68, a relative rotation angle in the vertical direc-
tion of the measuring unit body 61 with respect to the
frame unit 62 is detected.
[0096] From a lower surface of the frame unit 62, a
horizontal rotation shaft 69 is protruded and the horizon-
tal rotation shaft 69 is rotatably fitted with the fixed portion
63 via a bearing (not shown). The frame unit 62 is rotat-
able in the horizontal direction around the horizontal ro-
tation shaft 69 as a center.
[0097] Concentrically with the horizontal rotation shaft
69, a horizontal driven gear 71 is fixed to the fixed portion
63. A horizontal rotation motor 72 is provided on the frame
unit 62, and a horizontal driving gear 73 is fixed to an
output shaft of the horizontal rotation motor 72. The hor-
izontal driving gear 73 meshes with the horizontal driven
gear 71. The frame unit 62 is constituted to be rotated in
the horizontal direction around the horizontal rotation
shaft 69 as the center by the horizontal rotation motor 72.
[0098] Further, on the frame unit 62, a horizontal angle
encoder 74 which is a horizontal angle detecting unit for
detecting a horizontal angle (an angle in a rotating direc-
tion around the horizontal rotation shaft 69 as the center)
is provided. By the horizontal angle encoder 74, a relative
rotation angle in the horizontal direction of the frame unit
62 with respect to the fixed portion 63 is detected. It is to
be noted that an intersection between the axis of the ver-
tical rotation shaft 64 and the axis of the horizontal rota-
tion shaft 69 is a projecting position of a distance meas-
uring light, and an origin of the coordinate system of the
spot laser scanner 59.
[0099] On a lower surface of the fixed portion 63, a
fitting cylindrical portion 75 engageable with the fitting
hole 35 (see FIG.2) is formed, and a fitting projecting

portion 76 engageable with the notched recessed portion
36 (see FIG.2) is formed. By the fitting of the fitting hole
35 with the fitting cylindrical portion 75 and the fitting of
the notched recessed portion 36 with the fitting projecting
portion 76, the spot laser scanner 59 is mounted on the
leveling unit 2 in a positioned state. It is to be noted that
the fitting cylindrical portion 75 and the fitting projecting
portion 76 constitute a projecting fitting portion of the spot
laser scanner 59.
[0100] By cooperative operation of the vertical rotation
motor 67 and the horizontal rotation motor 72, the meas-
uring unit body 61 can be directed to a desired direction.
It is to be noted that the vertical rotation motor 67 and
the horizontal rotation motor 72 constitute a rotation driv-
ing unit of the measuring unit body 61.
[0101] In the measuring unit body 61, a distance meas-
uring light projecting component 77, a light receiving unit
78, a distance measuring unit 79, a projecting direction
detecting unit 81, a motor driver 82, a third communica-
tion component 83, an arithmetic control component 84,
and a storage component 85 are accommodated and
integrated. Further, in the measuring unit body 61, an
operation unit 86 and a display unit 87 are provided. It is
to be noted that the display unit 87 may be designed as
a touch panel and also may be served as the operation
unit 86. Further, the distance measuring light projecting
component 77, the light receiving unit 78, the distance
measuring unit 79 and the like constitute the third dis-
tance measuring component.
[0102] The distance measuring light projecting com-
ponent 77 has a projection optical axis 88, and a light
emitting element 89, e.g. a laser diode (LD), is provided
on the projection optical axis 88. Further, a projecting
lens 91 is provided on the projection optical axis 88. Fur-
ther, the projection optical axis 88 is deflected by a first
reflecting mirror 92 as a deflecting optical component pro-
vided on the projection optical axis 88 and a second re-
flecting mirror 94 as a deflecting optical component pro-
vided on a light receiving optical axis 93 (to be described
later) so as to coincide with the light receiving optical axis
93. It is to be noted that the first reflecting mirror 92 and
the second reflecting mirror 94 constitute a projection
optical axis deflecting unit.
[0103] The light receiving unit 78 has the light receiving
optical axis 93. A reflected distance measuring light en-
ters the light receiving unit 78 from an object to be meas-
ured or from the target 57 (see FIG.4A and FIG.4B) hav-
ing retroreflectivity such as a prism or a reflecting mirror
or the like.
[0104] On the light receiving optical axis 93, a photo-
detection element 95 such as a photodiode (PD) is pro-
vided and an image forming lens 96 is disposed. The
image forming lens 96 focuses the reflected distance
measuring light on the photodetection element 95. The
photodetection element 95 receives the reflected dis-
tance measuring light and emits a light receiving signal.
The light receiving signal is input to the distance meas-
uring unit 79.
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[0105] Further, on the light receiving optical axis 93
(i.e., the projection optical axis 88), an optical axis de-
flecting unit 97 is disposed on an objective side of the
image forming lens 96. A description will be given below
on the optical axis deflecting unit 97 by referring to FIG.7.
[0106] The optical axis deflecting unit 97 is constituted
of a pair of optical prisms 98a and 98b. The optical prisms
98a and 98b are designed in a disk-like shape respec-
tively and disposed perpendicularly crossing the light re-
ceiving optical axis 93 on the light receiving optical axis
93. Further, the optical prisms 98a and 98b overlap one
another and are arranged in parallel to each other. As
for the optical prisms 98a and 98b, a Fresnel prism is
preferably used respectively in order to reduce a size of
the instrument.
[0107] The Fresnel prisms used as the optical prisms
98a and 98b are constituted of prism elements 99a and
99b formed in parallel in a center portion respectively,
and a large number of prism elements 101a and 101b
formed on a portion excluding the center portion, and
have a plate shape. Each of the prism elements 99a and
99b and the prism elements 101a and 101b has the same
optical characteristics, respectively.
[0108] The prism elements 99a and 99b constitute a
distance measuring optical axis deflecting unit 97a which
is a first optical axis deflecting unit through which the
distance measuring light is transmitted. The prism ele-
ments 101a and 101b constitute a reflected distance
measuring optical axis deflecting unit 97b which is a sec-
ond optical axis deflecting unit through which the reflect-
ed distance measuring light is transmitted.
[0109] The Fresnel prism may be manufactured from
an optical glass but may be molded by an optical plastic
material. By molding the Fresnel prism by an optical plas-
tic material, an inexpensive Fresnel prism can be man-
ufactured.
[0110] The optical prisms 98a and 98b are disposed
as independently and individually rotatable around the
light receiving optical axis 93 as the center, respectively.
By individually controlling rotating directions, rotation
amounts and rotating speeds, the optical prisms 98a and
98b deflect the projection optical axis 88 of the distance
measuring light in an arbitrary direction, and deflect the
light receiving optical axis 93 of the reflected distance
measuring light in parallel to the projection optical axis 88.
[0111] An outer shape of each of the optical prisms
98a and 98b is designed as a circle shape around the
light receiving optical axis 93 as the center, respectively.
Further, by taking an expansion of the reflected distance
measuring light into consideration, diameters of the op-
tical prisms 98a and 98b are set so that a sufficient light
amount can be obtained.
[0112] A ring gear 102a is fitted with an outer periphery
of the optical prism 98a, and a ring gear 102b is fitted
with an outer periphery of the optical prism 98b. A driving
gear 103a is meshes with the ring gear 102a, and the
driving gear 103a is fixed to an output shaft of a motor
104a. Similarly, a driving gear 103b meshes with the ring

gear 102b, and the driving gear 103b is fixed to an output
shaft of a motor 104b. The motors 104a and 104b are
electrically connected to the motor driver 82.
[0113] As the motors 104a and 104b, a motor capable
of detecting a rotation angle or a motor which rotates
corresponding to a driving input value such as a pulse
motor, is used. Alternatively, the rotation amount of the
motor may be detected by using an encoder or the like
for detecting a rotation amount (rotation angle) of a motor.
The rotation amounts of the motors 104a and 104b are
detected respectively, and the motors 104a and 104b are
individually controlled by the motor driver 82.
[0114] The driving gears 103a and 103b, and the mo-
tors 104a and 104b are provided at positions not inter-
fering with the distance measuring light projecting com-
ponent 77, for instance, on a lower side of the ring gears
102a and 102b.
[0115] The distance measuring unit 79 controls the
light emitting element 89 and makes the light emitting
element 89 to emit a laser beam by pulse emission as a
distance measuring light. Further, the projection optical
axis 88 is deflected by the prism elements 99a and 99b
(the distance measuring optical axis deflecting unit 97a)
so that the distance measuring light is directed toward
the object to be measured.
[0116] A reflected distance measuring light reflected
by an object to be measured enters the light receiving
unit 78 through the prism elements 101a and 101b (the
reflected distance measuring optical axis deflecting unit
97b) and the image forming lens 96, and is received by
the photodetection element 95. The photodetection ele-
ment 95 sends a light receiving signal to the distance
measuring unit 79, and the distance measuring unit 79
performs a distance measurement of a measurement
point (a point irradiated with the distance measuring light)
based on the light receiving signal from the photodetec-
tion element 95.
[0117] The projecting direction detecting unit 81 de-
tects rotation angles of the motors 104a and 104b by
counting driving pulses input to the motors 104a and
104b. Alternatively, based on a signal from an encoder,
the rotation angles of the motors 104a and 104b are de-
tected. Further, the projecting direction detecting unit 81
calculates rotational positions of the optical prisms 98a
and 98b based on the rotation angles of the motors 104a
and 104b. Further, the projecting direction detecting unit
81 calculates a deflection angle and a projecting direction
of the distance measuring light based on refractive in-
dexes and the rotational positions of the optical prisms
98a and 98b, and calculation results are input to the arith-
metic control component 84.
[0118] The third communication component 83 is ca-
pable of transmitting and receiving various types of data
such as the horizontal angle data, the vertical angle data,
the measurement results or the azimuth angle offset
amounts, the machine height offset amounts or the like,
between the first communication component 16 of the
laser scanner 3 and the second communication compo-
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nent 25 of the total station 24.
[0119] Further, the horizontal angle data, the vertical
angle data, the measurement results or the azimuth an-
gle offset amounts and the machine height offset
amounts calculated by the arithmetic control component
84 are stored in the storage component 85.
[0120] A distance measuring light is emitted from the
light emitting element 89, and the distance measuring
light is turned to a parallel light flux by the projecting lens
91, deflected to a required direction by the distance
measuring optical axis deflecting unit 97a (the prism el-
ements 99a, 99b), and projected to the object to be meas-
ured.
[0121] An optical axis of the reflected distance meas-
uring light reflected by the object to be measured is de-
flected by the reflected distance measuring optical axis
deflecting unit 97b (the prism elements 101a, 101b) so
as to coincide with the light receiving optical axis 93, and
is focused on the photodetection element 95 by the image
forming lens 96.
[0122] It is to be noted that, by a combination of rota-
tional positions of the optical prism 98a and the optical
prism 98b, the distance measuring light to be projected
can be deflected in an arbitrary deflecting direction and
at an arbitrary deflection angle.
[0123] Further, by integrally rotating the optical prism
98a and the optical prism 98b in a state where a positional
relationship between the optical prism 98a and the optical
prism 98b, i.e. the deflection angle, is fixed, a locus drawn
by the distance measuring light passing through the dis-
tance measuring optical axis deflecting unit 97a becomes
a circle around the projection optical axis 88 as the center.
[0124] Therefore, when the optical axis deflecting unit
97 is rotated while emitting a laser beam (a distance
measuring light) from the light emitting element 89, the
distance measuring light can be scanned by the circular
locus.
[0125] Further, by individually controlling the rotating
directions and the rotating speeds of the optical prism
98a and the optical prism 98b and by relatively rotating
the optical prism 98a and the optical prism 98b, various
scanning states such as linear, concentric and multi-cir-
cular forms, spiral forms and the like, can be obtained.
[0126] By performing the distance measurement while
scanning the distance measuring light, the distance
measurement data for a measurement point on the scan-
ning locus can be obtained. Further, by associating the
rotation angles of the motors 104a and 104b and the
projecting direction of the distance measuring light ob-
tained from the detection results of the vertical angle en-
coder 68 and the horizontal angle encoder 74 with the
distance measurement data, a three-dimensional meas-
urement data can be obtained.
[0127] Similarly to the laser scanner 3 and the total
station 24, by mounting the spot laser scanner 59 on the
leveling unit 2, the fitting hole 35 is fitted with the fitting
cylindrical portion 75 and the notched recessed portion
36 is fitted with the fitting projecting portion 76, and the

spot laser scanner 59 is also mechanically positioned.
Further, the axis of the horizontal rotation shaft 69 is co-
incides with the axis of the leveling unit 2.
[0128] Therefore, by detecting the target 57 by the spot
laser scanner 59 in advance, the azimuth angle offset
amount and the machine height offset amount with re-
spect to the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 can
be acquired based on the measurement result of the tar-
get 57. Thus, even in a case where the spot laser scanner
59 is attached or detached or the installation position is
changed, the coordinate system of the spot laser scanner
59 can be easily coincided with the coordinate systems
of the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24 without
acquiring the offset amount again.
[0129] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, based on the azimuth angle offset amount and the
machine height offset amount acquired in advance, in
the state where the coordinate systems of the various
measuring units such as the laser scanner, the total sta-
tion, the spot laser scanner or other measuring units and
the like are coincided, the attaching and detaching with
respect to the leveling unit 2 and the change of the in-
stallation position of the surveying system 1 becomes
possible.
[0130] Therefore, the measurement of the object to be
measured becomes possible by combining each of the
measuring units depending on a situation, and since it is
not necessary to measure by only one of each of the
measuring units, it is not necessary to use a high-quality
member for each of the measuring units, and a manu-
facturing cost of each of the measuring units can be re-
duced.
[0131] It is to be noted that the present embodiment is
constituted so that the laser scanner 3, the total station
24 or the spot laser scanner 59 is attached to or detached
from the leveling unit 2. On the other hand, it may be
constituted so that the total station 24 is fixedly provided
on the leveling unit 2 and the laser scanner 3 and the
spot laser scanner 59 or the like is mounted on the total
station 24 in a positioned state, for instance.
[0132] In this case also, by acquiring the azimuth angle
offset amount and the machine height offset amount in
advance, even in a case of an attaching and detaching
or a change in the installation position, the coordinate
systems of the measuring units can be continuously co-
incided without calculating the azimuth angle offset
amount and the machine height offset amount again.
[0133] Further, a tilt sensor capable of detecting a fine
tilt may be provided on each of the measuring units. The
tilt of each of the measuring units when each of the meas-
uring units is mounted on the leveling unit 2 is detected
by the tilt sensor, and by correcting the measurement
result, an influence of an error occurring at a time of at-
taching and detaching can be reduced.
[0134] Further, a fine azimuth angle detecting unit for
detecting a fine azimuth angle may be provided on each
of the measuring units. A deviation in the azimuth angle
in each of the measuring units when each of the meas-
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uring units is mounted on the leveling unit 2 is detected
by the fine azimuth angle detecting unit, and by correcting
the measurement result, an influence of an error occur-
ring at a time of attaching and detaching can be reduced.
[0135] It is to be noted that, as for the spot laser scanner
59 also, a zero-setting is performed per each installation
position and there are cases where new measurement
is made in the state after the zero-setting is performed.
In the case of the spot laser scanner 59 also, similarly to
the case of the laser scanner 3 and the total station 24,
a horizontal angle at a point in time when the spot laser
scanner 59 performs the zero-setting is detected by the
horizontal angle encoder 74. The arithmetic control com-
ponent 84 calculates a difference between the detected
horizontal angle and the azimuth angle offset amount,
updates the difference as a new azimuth angle offset
amount, and stores the new azimuth angle offset amount
in the storage component 85.
[0136] Further, it is needless to say that the detected
horizontal angle may be transmitted to the laser scanner
3 or the total station 24 via the third communication com-
ponent 83, and the calculation of the difference and the
updating of the azimuth angle offset amount may be per-
formed in the laser scanner 3 or the total station 24.
[0137] It is to be noted that an arithmetic control com-
ponent 17, 49, 84 and a storage component 18, 51, 85,
which contain the instructions executed by the arithmetic
control component 17, 49, 84, may be constituted as a
controller for controlling various types of a process.
[0138] The arithmetic control component 17, 49, 84
may be a general purpose computer, a microcontroller,
an embedded processor, or a specially designed com-
puter. By inputting the instructions executed by the arith-
metic control component 17, 49, 84 via the controller, the
functions of the described present embodiment are per-
formed.

Claims

1. A surveying system comprising: a plurality of meas-
uring units (3, 24, 59) and a leveling unit (2) common
to said plurality of measuring units, said leveling unit
has a recessed fitting portion (35, 36) on an upper
surface, and said plurality of measuring units each
has a projecting fitting portion (21, 22) which is en-
gageable and disengageable with respect to said re-
cessed fitting portion, wherein said plurality of meas-
uring units are constituted to be attachable and de-
tachable with respect to said leveling unit, and in a
state where each of said measuring units is mounted
on said leveling unit, a same object to be measured
is measured respectively, an offset amount between
each of said measuring units is measured, and
based on said offset amount, a measurement value
measured in each of said measuring units is correct-
ed and coordinate-converted.

2. The surveying system according to claim 1, wherein
an azimuth angle offset amount for performing an
offset in perpendicularly crossing two horizontal di-
rections is measured from a difference between a
horizontal angle of when said object to be measured
is measured by one measuring unit of said plurality
of measuring units (3, 24, 59) and a horizontal angle
of when said object to be measured is measured by
another one measuring unit of said plurality of meas-
uring units.

3. The surveying system according to claim 2, wherein
a height of said object to be measured with respect
to one measuring unit is measured from a slope dis-
tance and a vertical angle of when said object to be
measured is measured by said one measuring unit
of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59), a
height of said object to be measured with respect to
another one measuring unit is measured from a
slope distance and a vertical angle of when said ob-
ject to be measured is measured by said another
one measuring unit of said plurality of measuring
units, and a machine height offset amount for per-
forming the offset in the vertical direction is meas-
ured from a difference between said two heights.

4. The surveying system according to claim 3, wherein
said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) have a
communication component (16, 25, 83) respectively.

5. The surveying system according to claim 3, wherein
said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) have an
image pickup unit respectively, said image pickup
unit picks up an image including a target installed at
a reference position, and said target is detected
based on said target in said picked-up image.

6. The surveying system according to claim 3, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a total station (24), said total station comprises a
frame unit (38) horizontally rotating around a hori-
zontal rotation shaft (39) as a center, a telescope
unit (48) vertically rotating around a vertical rotation
shaft (44) as a center and a distance measuring com-
ponent projecting a distance measuring light and
measuring a distance to an object to be measured,
and measures the distance to said object to be meas-
ured by sighting said object to be measured by said
telescope unit.

7. The surveying system according to claim 3, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a laser scanner (3), said laser scanner comprises a
frame unit (5) horizontally rotating around a horizon-
tal rotation shaft (6) as a center, a scanning mirror
(15) vertically rotating around a vertical rotation shaft
(11) as a center and a distance measuring compo-
nent (19) projecting a distance measuring light and
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measuring a distance to the object to be measured,
and obtains point cloud data of said object to be
measured by rotating and projecting said distance
measuring light via said scanning mirror and scan-
ning said object to be measured.

8. The surveying system according to claim 3, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a spot laser scanner (59), said spot laser scanner
comprises a distance measuring component project-
ing a distance measuring light and measuring a dis-
tance to said object to be measured and an optical
axis deflecting unit (97) for deflecting an optical axis
of said distance measuring light and an optical axis
of a reflected distance measuring light reflected by
said object to be measured in a same deflection an-
gle and a same direction, wherein said optical axis
deflecting unit is constituted of a pair of overlapping
optical prisms (98a, 98b) and said optical prisms are
independently rotatable, respectively.

9. The surveying system according to claim 2, said az-
imuth angle offset amount is updated based on a
horizontal angle detected when one measuring unit
of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) per-
forms the zero-setting.

10. The surveying system according to claim 1, wherein
a height of said object to be measured with respect
to one measuring unit is measured from a slope dis-
tance and a vertical angle of when said object to be
measured is measured by said one measuring unit
of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59), a
height of said object to be measured with respect to
another one measuring unit is measured from a
slope distance and a vertical angle of when said ob-
ject to be measured is measured by said another
one measuring unit of said plurality of measuring
units, and a machine height offset amount for per-
forming the offset in the vertical direction is meas-
ured from a difference between said two heights.

11. The surveying system according to claim 4, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a total station (24), said total station comprises a
frame unit (38) horizontally rotating around a hori-
zontal rotation shaft (39) as a center, a telescope
unit (48) vertically rotating around a vertical rotation
shaft (44) as a center and a distance measuring com-
ponent projecting a distance measuring light and
measuring a distance to an object to be measured,
and measures the distance to said object to be meas-
ured by sighting said object to be measured by said
telescope unit.

12. The surveying system according to claim 4, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a laser scanner (3), said laser scanner comprises a

frame unit (5) horizontally rotating around a horizon-
tal rotation shaft (6) as a center, a scanning mirror
(15) vertically rotating around a vertical rotation shaft
(11) as a center and a distance measuring compo-
nent (19) projecting a distance measuring light and
measuring a distance to the object to be measured,
and obtains point cloud data of said object to be
measured by rotating and projecting said distance
measuring light via said scanning mirror and scan-
ning said object to be measured.

13. The surveying system according to claim 4, wherein
one of said plurality of measuring units (3, 24, 59) is
a spot laser scanner (59), said spot laser scanner
comprises a distance measuring component project-
ing a distance measuring light and measuring a dis-
tance to said object to be measured and an optical
axis deflecting unit (97) for deflecting an optical axis
of said distance measuring light and an optical axis
of a reflected distance measuring light reflected by
said object to be measured in a same deflection an-
gle and a same direction, wherein said optical axis
deflecting unit is constituted of a pair of overlapping
optical prisms (98a, 98b) and said optical prisms are
independently rotatable, respectively.
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