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(54) ENDOSCOPIC SURGICAL CLIP APPLIER

(57) An endoscopic surgical clip applier includes an
endoscopic assembly and a handle assembly. The en-
doscopic assembly includes a shaft assembly and a pair
of jaw members. The handle assembly includes a hous-
ing, a fixed handle, a trigger, a drive bar, and a ratchet
assembly. The ratchet assembly includes a first rack op-
eratively coupled to the drive bar, the first rack defining
a plurality of first rack teeth, wherein the first rack includes

a first length between a distal end and a proximal end
thereof, and a second rack operatively coupled to the
drive bar, spaced apart from the first rack, the second
rack defining a plurality of second rack teeth, wherein the
second rack includes a second length between a distal
end and a proximal end thereof, the second length of the
second rack being less than the first length of the first
rack.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of and priority
to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 62/455,090
filed February 6, 2017, the entire disclosure of which is
incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0002] The present disclosure relates generally to sur-
gical clip appliers. More particularly, the present disclo-
sure relates to endoscopic surgical clip appliers having
a release switch for a ratchet assembly thereof.

Description of Related Art

[0003] Endoscopic surgical staplers and surgical clip
appliers are used for a number of minimally invasive or
endoscopic surgical procedures. Typically in a minimally
invasive surgical procedure, a tube or cannula device is
extended into the patient’s body through the entrance
incision to provide an access port. The port allows the
surgeon to insert a number of different surgical instru-
ments therethrough for performing surgical procedures
far removed from the incision.
[0004] Endoscopic surgical clip appliers are capable
of applying a single or multiple surgical clips during a
minimally invasive surgical procedure. Applying surgical
clips usually involves compressing the clip over a vessel.
Once applied to the vessel, the compressed surgical clip
terminates the flow of fluid therethrough. Terminating the
flow of fluid through a vessel typically requires complete
formation of the surgical clip.
[0005] During certain endoscopic procedures, it may
be desirable and/or necessary to partially form clips. For
example, a partially formed clip may be used to secure
a catheter around tissue during a cholangiogram or other
medical procedure.
[0006] Accordingly, a need exists for endoscopic sur-
gical clip appliers that provide a clinician with a conven-
ient way to partially form surgical clips.

SUMMARY

[0007] The present disclosure relates to endoscopic
surgical clip appliers that allow a clinician to choose
whether to partially or completely form surgical clips.
[0008] According to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure, an endoscopic surgical clip applier includes an en-
doscopic assembly and a handle assembly. The endo-
scopic assembly includes a shaft assembly and a pair of
jaw members operatively coupled to, and extending from
the shaft assembly. The handle assembly includes a
housing selectively connectable to the endoscopic as-

sembly. A fixed handle extends from the housing, and a
trigger is pivotally connected to the fixed handle. A drive
bar is disposed within the housing of the handle assembly
and is operatively coupled to the trigger and to the pair
of jaw members to move the pair of jaw members be-
tween a spaced apart configuration and an approximated
configuration upon actuation of the trigger. A ratchet as-
sembly is also disposed within the housing of the handle
assembly. The ratchet assembly includes a first rack op-
eratively coupled to the drive bar. The first rack defines
a plurality of first rack teeth, has a distal end and a prox-
imal end, and includes a first length between the distal
end and the proximal end thereof. A second rack is op-
eratively coupled to the drive bar, spaced apart from the
first rack. The second rack defines a plurality of second
rack teeth, has a distal end and a proximal end, and in-
cludes a second length between the distal end and the
proximal end thereof. The second length of the second
rack is less than the first length of the first rack.
[0009] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a first pawl mounted within the housing of the
handle assembly, the first pawl being selectively enga-
gable with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack
in a first position thereof.
[0010] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a second pawl mounted within the housing of
the handle assembly, the second pawl being selectively
engageable with the plurality of second rack teeth of the
second rack in a first position thereof.
[0011] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a distal well disposed adjacent the distal end of
the first rack, wherein the first pawl is located in the distal
well in an un-actuated position of the trigger.
[0012] In some embodiments, the ratchet assembly
further includes a proximal well disposed between the
proximal end of the first rack and the distal end of the
second rack, wherein the second pawl is located in the
proximal well in the un-actuated position of the trigger.
[0013] In embodiments, the first rack is disposed in a
position distal of the second rack.
[0014] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a release switch at least partially supported with-
in the housing of the handle assembly and operatively
associated with the first pawl. The release switch is se-
lectively actuatable to move the first pawl from the first
position, wherein the first pawl is in registration with the
plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack, to a second
position, wherein the first pawl is out of registration with
the plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack.
[0015] In embodiments, when the release switch is ac-
tuated, the second pawl maintains registration with the
plurality of second rack teeth of the second rack, in the
first position thereof, until the second pawl is disposed in
the proximal well or until the second pawl is disposed
proximally beyond the proximal end of the second rack.
[0016] In some embodiments, the drive bar is longitu-
dinally movable upon actuation of the trigger, wherein as
the drive bar is moved longitudinally in a first direction,
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and the release switch is not actuated, the first pawl and
the second pawl are moved over the plurality of first rack
teeth and the plurality of second rack teeth of the first
and the second racks, respectively, such that longitudinal
movement of the drive bar in a second, opposite, direction
is prevented until the first pawl is disposed in the distal
well and the second pawl is disposed in the proximal well
or until the first pawl is disposed at the proximal end of
the first rack and the second pawl is disposed proximally
beyond the proximal end of the second rack.
[0017] In embodiments, the drive bar is longitudinally
movable upon actuation of the trigger, wherein as the
drive bar is moved longitudinally in a first direction, and
the release switch is actuated to move the first pawl out
of registration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the
first rack, longitudinal movement of the drive bar in a sec-
ond, opposite, direction is prevented until the second
pawl is disposed in the proximal well or until the second
pawl is disposed proximally beyond the proximal end of
the second rack.
[0018] In embodiments, as the drive bar is moved lon-
gitudinally in the first direction, and the release switch is
actuated to move the first pawl out of registration with
the plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack, the second
pawl is disposed beyond the proximal end of the second
rack as the trigger reaches a partially actuated position,
wherein the drive bar is longitudinally movable in the sec-
ond, opposite, direction, as the trigger reaches a fully un-
actuated position from the partially actuated position.
[0019] In embodiments, the endoscopic assembly fur-
ther includes a plurality of surgical clips slidably disposed
within the shaft assembly and selectively formable be-
tween the pair of jaw members, wherein when the first
pawl is in the first position, the first pawl is in registration
with the first rack disposed on the drive bar such that
upon actuation of the trigger, the trigger is prevented from
reversing the direction of movement thereof until the trig-
ger is moved to a fully actuated position and a distal most
surgical clip of the plurality of surgical clips is fully formed
between the pair of jaw members.
[0020] In some embodiments, when the first pawl
housing is in the second position, the first pawl is out of
registration with the first rack disposed on the drive bar
such that when the second pawl is disposed beyond the
proximal end of the second rack and the trigger is moved
to the partially actuated position, the trigger is capable
of reversing the direction of movement thereof such that
the distal most surgical clip of the plurality of surgical clips
is partially formed between the pair of jaw members.
[0021] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a first pawl spring and a second pawl spring
supported within the housing of the handle assembly.
The first pawl spring is configured to bias the first pawl
into engagement with the plurality of first rack teeth of
the first rack, and the second pawl spring being is to bias
the second pawl into engagement with the plurality of
second rack teeth of the second rack.
[0022] In embodiments, the first pawl includes a lock-

out member extending therefrom. The lockout member
selectively engages the release switch as the trigger
moves to the fully un-actuated position, to prevent the
release switch from moving the first pawl out of registra-
tion with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack, to
the second position thereof.
[0023] In embodiments, the ratchet assembly further
includes a release spring supported in the handle assem-
bly. The release spring is operatively associated with the
release switch and is biased to return the release switch
to a home position such that the release switch is disen-
gaged from the first pawl.
[0024] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, an endoscopic surgical clip applier includes an
endoscopic assembly and a handle assembly. The en-
doscopic assembly includes a shaft assembly and a pair
of jaw members operatively coupled to, and extending
from the shaft assembly. The handle assembly includes
a housing selectively connectable to the endoscopic as-
sembly, a fixed handle extending from the housing, and
a trigger pivotally connected to the fixed handle. A drive
bar is disposed within the housing of the handle assembly
and is operatively coupled to the trigger and the pair of
jaw members to move the pair of jaw members between
a spaced apart configuration and an approximated con-
figuration upon actuation of the trigger. A ratchet assem-
bly is also disposed within the housing of the handle as-
sembly. The ratchet assembly includes a first rack de-
fined on a top portion of the drive bar. The first rack in-
cludes a plurality of first rack teeth and has a distal end
and a proximal end. A second rack is defined on the top
portion of the drive bar. The second rack includes a plu-
rality of second rack teeth and has a distal end and a
proximal end. A first pawl is movably mounted within the
handle assembly and is selectively engageable with the
plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack. A second pawl
is movably mounted within the handle assembly and is
selectively engageable with the plurality of second rack
teeth of the second rack. Upon movement of the trigger,
a reversal of a direction of movement of the trigger is
prohibited until the second pawl is disposed distally be-
yond the distal end of the second rack or proximally be-
yond the proximal end of the second rack.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] Particular embodiments of endoscopic surgical
clip appliers are described herein with reference to the
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an endoscopic surgi-
cal clip applier, according to the present disclosure
including an endoscopic assembly and a handle as-
sembly;
FIG. 2A is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 1 with at least a housing half-section removed
therefrom;
FIG. 2B is a perspective view, with parts separated,
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of the handle assembly of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3A is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating a ratchet assembly thereof, in
an initial/reset position of a normal actuation of the
ratchet assembly;
FIG. 3B is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 3A,
in a first configuration of the normal actuation of the
ratchet assembly;
FIG. 3C is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 3A,
in a second configuration of the normal actuation of
the ratchet assembly;
FIG. 3D is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 3A,
in a third configuration of the normal actuation of the
ratchet assembly;
FIG. 4A is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly thereof, in
a first configuration of a partial actuation of the ratch-
et assembly;
FIG. 4B is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 4A,
in a second configuration of the partial actuation of
the ratchet assembly;
FIG. 4C is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 4A,
in a third configuration of the partial actuation of the
ratchet assembly;
FIG. 5A is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly thereof, in
a first configuration of a return stroke of the normal
actuation of ratchet assembly;
FIG. 5B is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 5A,
in a second configuration of the return stroke of the
normal actuation of ratchet assembly;
FIG. 5C is a side view, of the handle assembly of
FIG. 2A, illustrating the ratchet assembly of FIG. 5A,
in a third configuration of the return stroke of the nor-
mal actuation of ratchet assembly; and
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the endoscopic as-
sembly of FIG. 1, with parts separated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0026] In accordance with the present disclosure, an
endoscopic surgical clip applier includes a ratchet as-
sembly having a first rack, with a first length, operatively
associated with a first pawl, a second rack, with a second
length less than the first length of the first rack, operatively
associated with a second pawl, and a release switch op-
eratively associated with the first pawl. In embodiments,
upon actuation of a trigger, the first and second pawls
are configured to engage a plurality of first and second
rack teeth of the first and second racks, respectively, to
prohibit release and reversal of a direction of movement
of the trigger until the first and second pawls are disposed

within respective clearances of the first and second
racks. In embodiments, the release switch is selectively
actuatable to move the first pawl out of registration or
engagement with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first
rack such that the direction of movement of the trigger
may be reversed early once the second pawl has tra-
versed the second, lesser length of the second rack. It
is contemplated that the release switch may be useful to
partially form clips, if desired for example, to secure a
catheter around tissue during a cholangiogram or other
medical procedure.
[0027] Embodiments of endoscopic surgical clip appli-
ers, in accordance with the present disclosure, will now
be described in detail with reference to the drawing fig-
ures wherein like reference numerals identify similar or
identical structural elements. As shown in the drawings
and described throughout the following description, as is
traditional when referring to relative positioning on a sur-
gical instrument, the term "proximal" refers to the end of
the apparatus which is closer to the user and the term
"distal" refers to the end of the apparatus which is further
away from the user.
[0028] Referring now to FIGS. 1-6, an endoscopic sur-
gical clip applier in accordance with an embodiment of
the present disclosure is generally designated as 10. Sur-
gical clip applier 10 generally includes a handle assembly
100 and an endoscopic assembly 200 that extends dis-
tally from handle assembly 100. Generally, endoscopic
assembly 200 includes a hub assembly 210, a shaft as-
sembly 220 extending from hub assembly 210, and a pair
of jaws 250 pivotally connected to a distal end of shaft
assembly 220. Optionally, at least one disposable surgi-
cal clip cartridge assembly (not shown) may be selec-
tively loadable into shaft assembly 220 of endoscopic
assembly 200.
[0029] Referring now to FIGS. 1-2B, handle assembly
100 includes a housing 102 having a first or right side
half-section 102a and a second or left side half-section
102b. Housing 102 of handle assembly 100 further in-
cludes or defines a nose 102c for supporting hub assem-
bly 210 of endoscopic assembly 200, and a fixed handle
102d.
[0030] Housing 102 of handle assembly 100 may be
formed of a suitable polymer, plastic or thermoplastic ma-
terial. It is further contemplated that housing 102 of han-
dle assembly 100 may be fabricated from stainless steel
or the like.
[0031] Handle assembly 100 includes a trigger 104 piv-
otably supported between right side half-section 102a
and left side half-section 102b of housing 102. Trigger
104 is pivotably movable in a first direction such that the
trigger 104 and the fixed handle 102d are approximated
and pivotably movable in a second, opposite, direction
such that the trigger 104 and the fixed handle 102d are
spaced-apart.
[0032] A drive bar 106 is supported within the housing
102 of the handle assembly 100. The drive bar 106 is a
substantially flat member having a distal end portion 106a
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and a proximal end portion 106b. The distal end portion
106a of drive bar 106 includes a hook member 114 that
is provided to mate with a feature of endoscopic assembly
200. The drive bar 106 is operatively coupled to the trig-
ger 104 and the pair of jaws 250 of endoscopic assembly
200 to move the pair of jaws 250 between a spaced-apart
configuration and an approximated configuration upon
actuation of the trigger 104. Specifically, the handle as-
sembly 100 includes a wishbone link 108 configured to
couple the trigger 104 and the drive bar 106. Wishbone
link 108 includes a first end portion having a tail 108a
and a second end portion having a first arm and a second
arm 108b, 108c spaced-apart to define a space 108d
therebetween. The tail 108a of the wishbone link 108 is
pivotably connected to trigger 104 through a trigger slot
104a. Specifically, tail 108a of wishbone link 108 includes
an opening 108f configured for pivotably locating a pin
(not specifically shown) defined within trigger slot 104a.
The space 108d between the first and second arms 108b,
108c is configured to receive the drive bar 106. The first
and second arms 108b, 108c of wishbone link 108, and
the drive bar 106 includes corresponding apertures 108e,
106c, respectively, configured to locate a drive bar pin
110 to pivotably connect the wishbone link 108 and the
drive bar 106. The wishbone link 108 is configured to
translate the pivotal movement of the trigger 104 into
longitudinal movement of the drive bar 106, as will be
detailed below.
[0033] The drive bar 106 is configured to move one or
more driving structures to load, and actuate the pair of
jaws 250 to form a clip 290 (see FIG. 6) fully or partially,
and then reset to an initial position for the next clip ap-
plication. To achieve this, a biasing member, such as,
for example, a first return spring 112 is disposed to sur-
round the drive bar 106 adjacent the distal end portion
106a such that, after the trigger 104 is actuated and the
wishbone link 108 advances the drive bar 106 in a lon-
gitudinal or distal manner, the first return spring 112 is
provided to return the drive bar 106 and the trigger 104
to its original position for the next clip application. Further,
in one embodiment, a second return spring 113 is dis-
posed in housing 102 of handle assembly 100 and con-
figured to operatively connect the trigger 104 and the
fixed handle 102d such that, after the trigger 104 is ac-
tuated, the second return spring 113 is provided to return
the trigger 104 to its original position.
[0034] With continued reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B,
surgical clip applier 10 includes a ratchet assembly 300
disposed within housing 102 of handle assembly 100.
The ratchet assembly 300 generally includes a first rack
310, a second rack 320, a first pawl 330, a second pawl
340, and a release switch 350 at least partially supported
within housing 102 of handle assembly 100.
[0035] As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the first and sec-
ond racks 310, 320 are supported by or are provided on
a top surface 106d of the drive bar 106. The first rack
310 includes a distal end 310a and a proximal end 310b.
The first rack 310 defines a plurality of first rack teeth 312

in series between the distal end 310a and the proximal
end 310b thereof. Similarly, the second rack 320 includes
a distal end 320a and a proximal end 320b. The second
rack 320 defines a plurality of second rack teeth 322 in
series between the distal end 320a and the proximal end
320b thereof.
[0036] The top surface 106d of the drive bar 106 also
includes a distal clearance or well 314a located adjacent
the distal end 310a of the first rack 310 and a proximal
clearance or well 314b located between the proximal end
310b of the first rack 310 and the distal end 320a of the
second rack 320. The distal well 314a is configured to
receive the first pawl 330 and the proximal well 314b is
configured to receive the second pawl 340 in an initial
and/or reset position, as will be detailed further.
[0037] As shown in FIG. 2B, the first and second pawls
330, 340 are pivotably mounted within the handle assem-
bly 100 between the right side half-section 102a and the
left side half-section 102b of the housing 102. Specifical-
ly, the first pawl 330 is pivotably mounted within the han-
dle assembly 100 between the right side half-section
102a and the left side half-section 102b of the housing
102 by a first pawl pin 332 at a location wherein the first
pawl 330 is in substantial operative engagement with the
first rack 310. The first pawl pin 332 extends through a
slot 334 defined in the first pawl 330. Similarly, the second
pawl 340 is pivotably mounted within the handle assem-
bly 100 between the right side half-section 102a and the
left side half-section 102b of the housing 102 by a second
pawl pin 342 at a location wherein the second pawl 340
is in substantial operative engagement with the second
rack 320. The second pawl pin 342 extends through a
slot 344 defined in the second pawl 340.
[0038] As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the ratchet as-
sembly 300 further includes a first pawl spring 336 con-
figured to vertically bias the first pawl 330 into operative
engagement with the first rack 310 and a second pawl
spring 346 configured to vertically bias the second pawl
340 into operative engagement with the second rack 320.
The first pawl spring 336 includes a distal hook 336a and
a proximal hook 336b configured to latch onto a first set
of support pins 116a, 116b of housing 102, respectively,
and the second pawl spring 346 includes a distal hook
346a and a proximal hook 346b configured to latch onto
a second set of support pins 118a, 118b of housing 102,
respectively. It is contemplated that the first and second
pawl springs 336, 346 are positioned in a manner con-
figured to maintain a first pawl tooth 338 of the first pawl
330 and a second pawl tooth 348 of the second pawl 340
in registration or engagement with the plurality of first and
second rack teeth 312, 322, respectively, as well as to
maintain the first and second pawls 330, 340 in a rotated
or canted position.
[0039] With continued reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B,
ratchet assembly 300 further includes release switch 350
at least partially supported within housing 102 of handle
assembly 100. In embodiments, release switch 350 in-
cludes a slot 350a on a proximal end portion thereof con-
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figured for locating a mounting pin 119 of housing 102
such that, the release switch 350 is pivotable thereabout.
Release switch 350 is operatively associated with the
first pawl 330 and includes an engagement member 350b
on a distal end portion thereof that is operable to engage
the first pawl 330 to selectively move the first pawl 330,
out of operative registration or engagement with the plu-
rality of first rack teeth 312 of the first rack 310, as will
be detailed further. In other embodiments, release switch
350 may include various configurations suitable for its
intended purpose and may be any ergonomic shape con-
figured to provide access to a user during operation.
[0040] In embodiments, the first pawl 330 includes a
lockout member 339 extending therefrom and provided
to selectively engage the engagement member 350b of
release switch 350 to prevent the release switch 350 from
moving the first pawl tooth 338 of the first pawl 300 out
of registration or engagement with the plurality of first
rack teeth 312 of the first rack 310.
[0041] Ratchet assembly 300 further includes a re-
lease spring 352 supported in housing 102 of handle as-
sembly 100 and operatively associated with the release
switch 350 to return the release switch 350 to its un-
actuated, home position where the release switch 350 is
disengaged from the first pawl 330. It is contemplated
that release spring 352 may include any suitable biasing
member, such as, for example, a compression spring, a
leaf spring, or deforming member extending from release
switch 350.
[0042] With brief reference to FIG. 3A, in the initial
and/or reset position, the first pawl 330 is disposed within
distal well 314a and the second pawl 340 is disposed
within proximal well 314b.
[0043] With continued reference to FIG. 3A and addi-
tional reference to FIGS. 3B-3D, a normal actuation of
ratchet assembly 300 is disclosed. In use, as trigger 104
is actuated, from a fully un-actuated position, the plurality
of first and second rack teeth 312, 322 of the first and
second racks 310, 320, respectively, are moved to a first
position, into registration or engagement with first pawl
tooth 338 and second pawl tooth 348 of the first and sec-
ond pawls 330, 340, respectively (see FIG. 3B).
[0044] First rack 310 has a first length "L1" (see FIG.
3A) which allows the first pawl 330 to reverse over the
first rack 310 (from the distal well 314a; see FIG. 3A) as
the first rack 310 moves in a distal direction relative to
the pair of jaws 250 (see FIG. 1), as trigger 104 reaches
a fully actuated position, and advance back over the first
rack 310 (from the proximal end 310b of the first rack
310; see FIG. 3D), when the first rack 310 moves in a
proximal direction relative to the pair of jaws 250, as trig-
ger 104 reaches a fully un-actuated position. The first
length "L1" of first rack 310 defines a full stroke length of
trigger 104, drive bar 106 or handle assembly 100 (see
FIG. 1), where a clip 290 has been fully formed and fired
from surgical clip applier 10.
[0045] Second rack 320 has a second length "L2," (see
FIG. 3A) which is less than the first length "L1" of first

rack 310. The second length "L2" allows the second pawl
340 to reverse over the second rack 320 (from the prox-
imal well 314b; see FIG. 3A) as the second rack 320
moves in the distal direction relative to the pair of jaws
250 (see FIG. 1), as trigger 104 reaches a partially actu-
ated position, and advance back over the second rack
320 (from a position that is proximal of the proximal end
320b of the second rack 320; see FIG. 3D), when the
second rack 320 moves in a proximal direction relative
to the pair of jaws 250, as trigger 104 reaches a fully un-
actuated position. The second length "L2" of second rack
320 defines a partial stroke length of trigger 104, drive
bar 106 or handle assembly 100 (see FIG. 1), where a
clip 290 has been partially formed, or formed enough to
be fired from surgical clip applier 10 and a new clip 290
loaded into the pair of jaws 250 without an inadvertent
double loading of clips 290 into the pair of jaws 250. It is
contemplated that in the normal actuation of ratchet as-
sembly 300, the first and second pawls 330, 340 and the
respective first and second racks 310, 320 cooperate
such that the stroke length of trigger 104, drive bar 106
or handle assembly 100 is determined by the greater first
length "L1" of first rack 310 to achieve a fully formed clip
290 being fired from surgical clip applier 10.
[0046] Referring now to FIGS. 4A-4C, a partial actua-
tion of ratchet assembly 300 is disclosed. It is contem-
plated that a partial actuation of ratchet assembly 300
may enable a user to fire a partially formed clip 290 from
surgical clip applier 10 when performing a cholangiogram
procedure or the like. It is also contemplated that a partial
actuation of ratchet assembly 300 may enable a user to
abort a firing of a clip 290 from surgical clip applier 10 if
the clip 290 is inadvertently positioned in a wrong location
or if a clip 290 is positioned over an obstruction.
[0047] In use, with reference to FIG. 4A, after trigger
104 is actuated such that, the plurality of first and second
rack teeth 312, 322 of the first and second racks 310,
320, respectively, are moved to the first position, into
registration or engagement with first pawl tooth 338 and
second pawl tooth 348 of the first and second pawls 330,
340, respectively (see FIG. 3B), release switch 350 is
actuated such that release switch 350 pivots about
mounting pin 119 of housing 102 and engagement mem-
ber 350b engages the first pawl 330 to rotate the first
pawl 330 about first pawl pin 332. In this manner, the first
pawl 330 is moved to a second position, out of registration
or engagement with the plurality of first rack teeth 312 of
the first rack 310. As shown in FIG. 4A, though release
switch 350 is actuated to move the first pawl 330 to the
second position, second pawl 340 remains in the first
position until the second pawl 340 is moved to a position
proximal of the proximal end 320b of the second rack
320 to clear the second rack 320, as shown in FIG. 4B.
With first pawl 330 out of registration or engagement with
the first rack 310, the stroke length of trigger 104, drive
bar 106 or handle assembly 100 is determined by the
lesser second length "L2" of second rack 320 (relative to
first length "L1" of first rack 310). The engagement be-
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tween second pawl 340 and second rack 320 for a du-
ration of the lesser second length "L2" prevents an inad-
vertent return of trigger 104 during a specific portion of
the stroke until, a clip 290 loaded into the pair of jaws
250 is partially formed, enough to be fired from surgical
clip applier 10, such that a new clip 290 may be loaded
into the pair of jaws 250 without an inadvertent double
loading of clips 290 into the pair of jaws 250.
[0048] Referring now to FIG. 4C, with release switch
350 still actuated to engage first pawl 330, trigger 104
may be returned to a fully un-actuated position (from its
partially actuated position), once second pawl 340 ad-
vances back over the second rack 320 and is disposed
within the proximal well 314b to complete the partial ac-
tuation of ratchet assembly 300. Release switch 350 may
then be released such that the release switch 350 is re-
turned to its original position under the bias of release
spring 352 and first pawl 330 is disposed within distal
well 314a (see FIG. 3A).
[0049] In embodiments, it is contemplated that if re-
lease switch 350 is released during a portion of the partial
actuation of ratchet assembly 300 (for example, see FIG.
4A), such that engagement member 350b of release
switch 350 is disengaged from first pawl 330, first pawl
spring 336 is provided to return first pawl 330 to the first
position, such that the plurality of first rack teeth 312 of
the first rack 310 are moved into registration or engage-
ment with first pawl tooth 338 of the first pawl 330. Ac-
cordingly, surgical clip applier 10 is returned to the normal
actuation of ratchet assembly 300 (see FIGS. 3A-3D),
where the stroke length of trigger 104, drive bar 106 or
handle assembly 100 is determined by the greater first
length "L1" of first rack 310 (relative to second length "L2"
of second rack 320) to achieve a fully formed clip 290
being fired from surgical clip applier 10. This feature may
be advantageous in instances, such as, for example,
where release switch 350 is inadvertently actuated.
[0050] Referring now to FIGS. 5A-5C, a return stroke
of the normal actuation of ratchet assembly 300 is dis-
closed. With trigger 104 in the fully actuated position such
that first pawl 330 is disposed at proximal end 310b of
first rack 310 and second pawl 340 is disposed at a po-
sition proximal of the proximal end 320b of the second
rack 320 (see FIG. 5A), trigger 104 is released such that
first and second racks 310, 320 are moved in the proximal
direction relative to the pair of jaws 250. Concomitantly,
first and second pawls 330, 340 are advanced over first
and second racks 310, 320, respectively, such that the
plurality of first and second rack teeth 312, 322 of the
first and second racks 310, 320, respectively, are moved
to the first position, into registration or engagement with
first pawl tooth 338 and second pawl tooth 348 of the first
and second pawls 330, 340, respectively (see FIG. 5B).
During the return stroke, first pawl 330 is rotated about
first pawl pin 332 such that lockout member 339 of first
pawl 330 is positioned to engage the engagement mem-
ber 350b of release switch 350, if release switch 350 is
actuated. In this manner, the registration or engagement

between the first pawl tooth 338 of first pawl 330 with the
plurality of first rack teeth 312 of the first rack 310 coop-
erates with lockout member 339 of first pawl 330 to pre-
vent the release switch 350 from engaging the first pawl
330 to rotate or move the first pawl tooth 338 of the first
pawl 300 out of registration or engagement with the plu-
rality of first rack teeth 312 of the first rack 310. It is con-
templated that such a feature ensures that trigger 104 is
moved to the fully un-actuated position, a new clip 290
is loaded into the pair of jaws 250, and ratchet assembly
300 is moved to the initial and/or reset position, where
the first pawl 330 is disposed within distal well 314a and
the second pawl 340 is disposed within proximal well
314b (see FIG. 3A).
[0051] Though the figures of the present disclosure il-
lustrate configurations where the first and second racks
310, 320 are longitudinally aligned on drive bar 106, with
release switch 350 being selectively engageable with first
pawl 330, it is contemplated that the first and second
racks 310, 320 may include configurations where the first
and second racks 310, 320 are reversed, stacked, side-
by-side, or a combination thereof. Further, it is contem-
plated that release switch 350 may be selectively en-
gageable with second pawl 340. In addition, it is contem-
plated that actuating release switch 350 may emit audible
and/or tactile feedback to the user.
[0052] As noted above, and illustrated in FIG. 6, sur-
gical clip applier 10 includes an endoscopic assembly
200 having hub assembly 210, shaft assembly 220, and
the pair of jaws 250. Hub assembly 210 is rotatably
mounted on nose 102c (see FIG. 2A) of housing 102 of
handle assembly 100 and is connected to a proximal end
portion of shaft assembly 220 to provide a three hundred
sixty degree rotation of the shaft assembly 220 and the
pair of jaws 250 thereon relative to a longitudinal center
axis of shaft assembly 220. Hub assembly 210 has a
suitable configuration so as to be rotated simply using a
clinician’s finger.
[0053] Endoscopic assembly 200 includes a spindle
link 260 for operatively connecting drive bar 106 to a driv-
ing mechanism 400 to move the pair of jaws 250 between
the spaced-apart configuration and the approximated
configuration upon actuation of trigger 104. Specifically,
hook member 114 (see FIG. 2B) of drive bar 106 is cou-
pled to a first end 260a of spindle link 260 and a spindle
270 of drive mechanism 400 is coupled to a second end
260b of spindle link 260. In this manner, translation of
drive bar 106 in a distal and proximal direction can thus
advance and retract spindle 270, respectively.
[0054] Drive mechanism 400 further includes an elon-
gated clip channel member 280 for retaining a number
of surgical clips 290 shown in an aligned manner above
the clip channel member 280. A clip follower 282 and a
clip follower spring 284 are provided to urge the surgical
clips 290 distally through the elongated clip channel
member 280. A channel cover 286 is provided to overlay
the elongated clip channel member 280 and retain and
guide the clip follower 282 and clip follower spring 284
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and the surgical clips 290 distally in the elongated clip
channel member 280.
[0055] Drive mechanism 400 also has a feed bar 410
for feeding the surgical clips 290 between the pair of jaws
250. Drive mechanism 400 also includes a filler compo-
nent 420 and a wedge plate 430.
[0056] For a more detailed description of the construc-
tion and operation of endoscopic assembly 200, refer-
ence may be made to U.S. Patent No. 7,637,917, the
entire content of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.
[0057] It should be understood that the foregoing de-
scription is only illustrative of the present disclosure. Var-
ious alternatives and modifications can be devised by
those skilled in the art without departing from the disclo-
sure. Accordingly, the present disclosure is intended to
embrace all such alternatives, modifications and varianc-
es. The embodiments described with reference to the
attached drawing figures are presented only to demon-
strate certain examples of the disclosure. Other ele-
ments, steps, methods and techniques that are insub-
stantially different from those described above and/or in
the appended claims are also intended to be within the
scope of the disclosure.
[0058] The invention may be described by reference
to the following numbered paragraphs:-

1. An endoscopic surgical clip applier, comprising:

an endoscopic assembly including:

a shaft assembly; and
a pair of jaw members operatively coupled
to, and extending from the shaft assembly;
and

a handle assembly including:

a housing selectively connectable to the en-
doscopic assembly;
a fixed handle extending from the housing;
a trigger pivotally connected to the fixed
handle;
a drive bar disposed within the housing of
the handle assembly and operatively cou-
pled to the trigger and the pair of jaw mem-
bers to move the pair of jaw members be-
tween a spaced apart configuration and an
approximated configuration upon actuation
of the trigger;
a ratchet assembly disposed within the
housing of the handle assembly, the ratchet
assembly including:

a first rack operatively coupled to the
drive bar, the first rack defining a plu-
rality of first rack teeth and having a dis-
tal end and a proximal end, wherein the

first rack includes a first length between
the distal end and the proximal end
thereof; and
a second rack operatively coupled to
the drive bar, spaced apart from the first
rack, the second rack defining a plural-
ity of second rack teeth and having a
distal end and a proximal end, wherein
the second rack includes a second
length between the distal end and the
proximal end thereof, the second length
of the second rack being less than the
first length of the first rack.

2. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 1, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a first pawl mounted within the housing of
the handle assembly, the first pawl being selectively
engagable with the plurality of first rack teeth of the
first rack in a first position thereof.
3. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 2, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a second pawl mounted within the housing
of the handle assembly, the second pawl being se-
lectively engageable with the plurality of second rack
teeth of the second rack in a first position thereof.
4. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 3, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a distal well disposed adjacent the distal
end of the first rack, wherein the first pawl is located
in the distal well in an un-actuated position of the
trigger.
5. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 4, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a proximal well disposed between the prox-
imal end of the first rack and the distal end of the
second rack, wherein the second pawl is located in
the proximal well in the un-actuated position of the
trigger.
6. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 5, wherein the first rack is disposed in a
position distal of the second rack.
7. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 2, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a release switch at least partially supported
within the housing of the handle assembly and op-
eratively associated with the first pawl, the release
switch selectively actuatable to move the first pawl
from the first position, wherein the first pawl is in reg-
istration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first
rack to a second position, wherein the first pawl is
out of registration with the plurality of first rack teeth
of the first rack.
8. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 7, wherein when the release switch is ac-
tuated, the second pawl maintains registration with
the plurality of second rack teeth of the second rack,
in the first position thereof, until the second pawl is
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disposed in the proximal well or until the second pawl
is disposed proximally beyond the proximal end of
the second rack.
9. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
paragraph 8, wherein the drive bar is longitudinally
movable upon actuation of the trigger, wherein as
the drive bar is moved longitudinally in a first direc-
tion, and the release switch is not actuated, the first
pawl and the second pawl are moved over the plu-
rality of first rack teeth and the plurality of second
rack teeth of the first and the second racks, respec-
tively, such that longitudinal movement of the drive
bar in a second, opposite, direction is prevented until
the first pawl is disposed in the distal well and the
second pawl is disposed in the proximal well or until
the first pawl is disposed at the proximal end of the
first rack and the second pawl is disposed proximally
beyond the proximal end of the second rack.
10. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 8, wherein the drive bar is longitudinally
movable upon actuation of the trigger, wherein as
the drive bar is moved longitudinally in a first direc-
tion, and the release switch is actuated to move the
first pawl out of registration with the plurality of first
rack teeth of the first rack, longitudinal movement of
the drive bar in a second, opposite, direction is pre-
vented until the second pawl is disposed in the prox-
imal well or until the second pawl is disposed prox-
imally beyond the proximal end of the second rack.
11. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 10, wherein as the drive bar is moved
longitudinally in the first direction, and the release
switch is actuated to move the first pawl out of reg-
istration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first
rack, the second pawl is disposed beyond the prox-
imal end of the second rack as the trigger reaches
a partially actuated position, wherein the drive bar is
longitudinally movable in the second, opposite, di-
rection, as the trigger reaches a fully un-actuated
position from the partially actuated position.
12. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 11, wherein the endoscopic assembly
further comprises a plurality of surgical clips slidably
disposed within the shaft assembly and selectively
formable between the pair of jaw members, wherein
when the first pawl is in the first position, the first
pawl is in registration with the first rack disposed on
the drive bar such that upon actuation of the trigger,
the trigger is prevented from reversing the direction
of movement thereof until the trigger is moved to a
fully actuated position and a distal most surgical clip
of the plurality of surgical clips is fully formed be-
tween the pair of jaw members.
13. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 12, wherein when the first pawl housing
is in the second position, the first pawl is out of reg-
istration with the first rack disposed on the drive bar
such that when the second pawl is disposed beyond

the proximal end of the second rack and the trigger
is moved to the partially actuated position, the trigger
is capable of reversing the direction of movement
thereof such that the distal most surgical clip of the
plurality of surgical clips is partially formed between
the pair of jaw members.
14. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 3, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a first pawl spring and a second pawl spring
supported within the housing of the handle assem-
bly, the first pawl spring being configured to bias the
first pawl into engagement with the plurality of first
rack teeth of the first rack and the second pawl spring
being configured to bias the second pawl into en-
gagement with the plurality of second rack teeth of
the second rack.
15. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 11, wherein the first pawl includes a
lockout member extending therefrom, the lockout
member provided to selectively engage the release
switch, as the trigger moves to the fully un-actuated
position, to prevent the release switch from moving
the first pawl out of registration with the plurality of
first rack teeth of the first rack, to the second position
thereof.
16. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 7, wherein the ratchet assembly further
includes a release spring supported in the handle
assembly, the release spring operatively associated
with the release switch and biased to return the re-
lease switch to a home position such that the release
switch is disengaged from the first pawl.
17. An endoscopic surgical clip applier, comprising:

an endoscopic assembly including:

a shaft assembly; and
a pair of jaw members operatively coupled
to, and extending from the shaft assembly;
and

a handle assembly including:

a housing selectively connectable to the en-
doscopic assembly;
a fixed handle extending from the housing;
a trigger pivotally connected to the fixed
handle;
a drive bar disposed within the housing of
the handle assembly and operatively cou-
pled to the trigger and the pair of jaw mem-
bers to move the pair of jaw members be-
tween a spaced apart configuration and an
approximated configuration upon actuation
of the trigger; and
a ratchet assembly disposed within the
housing of the handle assembly, the ratchet
assembly including:
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a first rack defined on a top portion of
the drive bar, the first rack including a
plurality of first rack teeth and having a
distal end and a proximal end;
a second rack defined on the top portion
of the drive bar, the second rack includ-
ing a plurality of second rack teeth and
having a distal end and a proximal end;
a first pawl movably mounted within the
handle assembly and being selectively
engageable with the plurality of first
rack teeth of the first rack; and
a second pawl movably mounted within
the handle assembly and being selec-
tively engageable with the plurality of
second rack teeth of the second rack,
wherein upon movement of the trigger,
a reversal of a direction of movement
of the trigger is prohibited until the sec-
ond pawl is disposed distally beyond
the distal end of the second rack or
proximally beyond the proximal end of
the second rack.

18. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 17, wherein the first rack includes a
first length between the distal end and the proximal
end thereof, and wherein the second rack includes
a second length between the distal end and the prox-
imal end thereof, the second length of the second
rack being less than the first length of the first rack.
19. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 17, wherein the ratchet assembly fur-
ther includes a release switch at least partially sup-
ported within the housing of the handle assembly
and operatively associated with the first pawl, the
release switch selectively actuatable to move the first
pawl from a first position, wherein the first pawl is in
registration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the
first rack, to a second position, wherein the first pawl
is out of registration with the plurality of first rack
teeth of the first rack.
20. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according
to paragraph 19, wherein when the release switch
is disengaged from the first pawl such that the first
pawl remains in the first position, upon movement of
the trigger, the reversal of the direction of movement
of the trigger is prohibited until the first pawl is dis-
posed distally beyond the distal end of the first rack
or disposed at the proximal end of the first rack.

Claims

1. An endoscopic surgical clip applier, comprising:

an endoscopic assembly including:

a shaft assembly; and
a pair of jaw members operatively coupled
to, and extending from the shaft assembly;
and

a handle assembly including:

a housing selectively connectable to the en-
doscopic assembly;
a fixed handle extending from the housing;
a trigger pivotally connected to the fixed
handle;
a drive bar disposed within the housing of
the handle assembly and operatively cou-
pled to the trigger and the pair of jaw mem-
bers to move the pair of jaw members be-
tween a spaced apart configuration and an
approximated configuration upon actuation
of the trigger;

a ratchet assembly disposed within the housing
of the handle assembly, the ratchet assembly
including:

a first rack operatively coupled to the drive
bar, the first rack defining a plurality of first
rack teeth and having a distal end and a
proximal end, wherein the first rack includes
a first length between the distal end and the
proximal end thereof; and
a second rack operatively coupled to the
drive bar, spaced apart from the first rack,
the second rack defining a plurality of sec-
ond rack teeth and having a distal end and
a proximal end, wherein the second rack
includes a second length between the distal
end and the proximal end thereof, the sec-
ond length of the second rack being less
than the first length of the first rack.

2. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 1, wherein the ratchet assembly further in-
cludes a first pawl mounted within the housing of the
handle assembly, the first pawl being selectively en-
gagable with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first
rack in a first position thereof; preferably , wherein
the ratchet assembly further includes a second pawl
mounted within the housing of the handle assembly,
the second pawl being selectively engageable with
the plurality of second rack teeth of the second rack
in a first position thereof.

3. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 3, wherein the ratchet assembly further in-
cludes a distal well disposed adjacent the distal end
of the first rack, wherein the first pawl is located in
the distal well in an un-actuated position of the trig-
ger; preferably wherein the ratchet assembly further
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includes a proximal well disposed between the prox-
imal end of the first rack and the distal end of the
second rack, wherein the second pawl is located in
the proximal well in the un-actuated position of the
trigger.

4. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 3, wherein the first rack is disposed in a position
distal of the second rack.

5. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 2, wherein the ratchet assembly further in-
cludes a release switch at least partially supported
within the housing of the handle assembly and op-
eratively associated with the first pawl, the release
switch selectively actuatable to move the first pawl
from the first position, wherein the first pawl is in reg-
istration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the first
rack to a second position, wherein the first pawl is
out of registration with the plurality of first rack teeth
of the first rack.

6. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 5, wherein when the release switch is actuated,
the second pawl maintains registration with the plu-
rality of second rack teeth of the second rack, in the
first position thereof, until the second pawl is dis-
posed in the proximal well or until the second pawl
is disposed proximally beyond the proximal end of
the second rack; preferably, wherein the drive bar is
longitudinally movable upon actuation of the trigger,
wherein as the drive bar is moved longitudinally in a
first direction, and the release switch is not actuated,
the first pawl and the second pawl are moved over
the plurality of first rack teeth and the plurality of sec-
ond rack teeth of the first and the second racks, re-
spectively, such that longitudinal movement of the
drive bar in a second, opposite, direction is prevent-
ed until the first pawl is disposed in the distal well
and the second pawl is disposed in the proximal well
or until the first pawl is disposed at the proximal end
of the first rack and the second pawl is disposed prox-
imally beyond the proximal end of the second rack.

7. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 6, wherein the drive bar is longitudinally mov-
able upon actuation of the trigger, wherein as the
drive bar is moved longitudinally in a first direction,
and the release switch is actuated to move the first
pawl out of registration with the plurality of first rack
teeth of the first rack, longitudinal movement of the
drive bar in a second, opposite, direction is prevent-
ed until the second pawl is disposed in the proximal
well or until the second pawl is disposed proximally
beyond the proximal end of the second rack; prefer-
ably wherein as the drive bar is moved longitudinally
in the first direction, and the release switch is actu-
ated to move the first pawl out of registration with

the plurality of first rack teeth of the first rack, the
second pawl is disposed beyond the proximal end
of the second rack as the trigger reaches a partially
actuated position, wherein the drive bar is longitudi-
nally movable in the second, opposite, direction, as
the trigger reaches a fully un-actuated position from
the partially actuated position.

8. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 7, wherein the endoscopic assembly further
comprises a plurality of surgical clips slidably dis-
posed within the shaft assembly and selectively
formable between the pair of jaw members, wherein
when the first pawl is in the first position, the first
pawl is in registration with the first rack disposed on
the drive bar such that upon actuation of the trigger,
the trigger is prevented from reversing the direction
of movement thereof until the trigger is moved to a
fully actuated position and a distal most surgical clip
of the plurality of surgical clips is fully formed be-
tween the pair of jaw members.

9. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 8, wherein when the first pawl housing is in the
second position, the first pawl is out of registration
with the first rack disposed on the drive bar such that
when the second pawl is disposed beyond the prox-
imal end of the second rack and the trigger is moved
to the partially actuated position, the trigger is capa-
ble of reversing the direction of movement thereof
such that the distal most surgical clip of the plurality
of surgical clips is partially formed between the pair
of jaw members.

10. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 3, wherein the ratchet assembly further in-
cludes a first pawl spring and a second pawl spring
supported within the housing of the handle assem-
bly, the first pawl spring being configured to bias the
first pawl into engagement with the plurality of first
rack teeth of the first rack and the second pawl spring
being configured to bias the second pawl into en-
gagement with the plurality of second rack teeth of
the second rack.

11. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 9, wherein the first pawl includes a lockout
member extending therefrom, the lockout member
provided to selectively engage the release switch,
as the trigger moves to the fully un-actuated position,
to prevent the release switch from moving the first
pawl out of registration with the plurality of first rack
teeth of the first rack, to the second position thereof.

12. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 5, wherein the ratchet assembly further in-
cludes a release spring supported in the handle as-
sembly, the release spring operatively associated
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with the release switch and biased to return the re-
lease switch to a home position such that the release
switch is disengaged from the first pawl.

13. An endoscopic surgical clip applier, comprising:

an endoscopic assembly including:

a shaft assembly; and
a pair of jaw members operatively coupled
to, and extending from the shaft assembly;
and

a handle assembly including:

a housing selectively connectable to the en-
doscopic assembly;
a fixed handle extending from the housing;
a trigger pivotally connected to the fixed
handle;
a drive bar disposed within the housing of
the handle assembly and operatively cou-
pled to the trigger and the pair of jaw mem-
bers to move the pair of jaw members be-
tween a spaced apart configuration and an
approximated configuration upon actuation
of the trigger; and

a ratchet assembly disposed within the housing
of the handle assembly, the ratchet assembly
including:

a first rack defined on a top portion of the
drive bar, the first rack including a plurality
of first rack teeth and having a distal end
and a proximal end;
a second rack defined on the top portion of
the drive bar, the second rack including a
plurality of second rack teeth and having a
distal end and a proximal end;
a first pawl movably mounted within the han-
dle assembly and being selectively engage-
able with the plurality of first rack teeth of
the first rack; and
a second pawl movably mounted within the
handle assembly and being selectively en-
gageable with the plurality of second rack
teeth of the second rack, wherein upon
movement of the trigger, a reversal of a di-
rection of movement of the trigger is prohib-
ited until the second pawl is disposed dis-
tally beyond the distal end of the second
rack or proximally beyond the proximal end
of the second rack.

14. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 13, wherein the first rack includes a first length
between the distal end and the proximal end thereof,

and wherein the second rack includes a second
length between the distal end and the proximal end
thereof, the second length of the second rack being
less than the first length of the first rack.

15. The endoscopic surgical clip applier according to
claim 13 or claim 14, wherein the ratchet assembly
further includes a release switch at least partially
supported within the housing of the handle assembly
and operatively associated with the first pawl, the
release switch selectively actuatable to move the first
pawl from a first position, wherein the first pawl is in
registration with the plurality of first rack teeth of the
first rack, to a second position, wherein the first pawl
is out of registration with the plurality of first rack
teeth of the first rack; preferably wherein when the
release switch is disengaged from the first pawl such
that the first pawl remains in the first position, upon
movement of the trigger, the reversal of the direction
of movement of the trigger is prohibited until the first
pawl is disposed distally beyond the distal end of the
first rack or disposed at the proximal end of the first
rack.
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