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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cable guide for an AC charger, to an AC charger for an electric or hybrid
vehicle, to a tool for the assembly of an AC charger and to a method of assembling an AC charger.
[0002] Electric vehicles and hybrid vehicles comprise vehicle batteries used as a supply of energy for the vehicle drive
chain. Once the batteries are empty, the batteries require charging. The different charging modes available are set out
by the International Electrotechnical Commission and include, for example, the charging via the household electric mains
supply of e.g. 240V AC in Europe or 110V AC in USA. In addition to charging via the household mains supply, single
phase charging, three phase charging and fast charging is possible using different types of couplers known e.g. as Type
1 / 2 / GBT couplers etc. These couplers are then connected to either the vehicle directly or via an AC charger that then
provides a vehicle specific charging voltage at a vehicle specific plug interface.
[0003] Depending on the use of the vehicle and the available charging options a user can connect an AC charger to
the available mains power supply of the infrastructure via different kinds of cables having the respective types of couplers
at their end and connectable to the available mains power supply. The AC charger can then provide the available power
from the infrastructure at the vehicle. The various available mains power supplies can thereby make available currents
between 16 and 40A and up to a power of 11 KW for the various types of couplers (1 / 2 / GBT). This current at the
available power is then used to provide the vehicle specific charging mode. Preferably the AC charger has a separable
interface for the different infrastructure cables, i.e. a respective cable for each infrastructure.
[0004] The housing of the AC charger is subjected to requirements on EMC (electromagnetic compatibility), robustness,
water-tightness, illumination, the materials used and size of the housing.
[0005] It is an object of the present invention that makes available a housing for an AC charger that fulfills the above
requirements and is capable of being produced in a facile manner while reducing the overall size of the AC charger.
[0006] This object is satisfied by a cable guide for an AC charger in accordance with claim 1. Beneficial designs of
the cable guide are presented in the dependent claims.
[0007] Such a cable guide comprises a base, an input region and an output region, wherein the input region and the
output region are respectively arranged at the base and respectively comprise a plurality of input and output conductor
receivers, with at least ends of the respective plurality of input and output conductor receivers being arranged at least
generally in parallel to one another and such that the ends extend at least substantially perpendicular to the base.
[0008] The provision of the respective plurality of conductor receivers at sides of the cable guide facilitates the posi-
tioning of respective conductors of respective cables used with the cable guide. Moreover, on use of the cable guide, a
position and orientation of conductor ends received in the cable guide can be fixed, so that the conductors are positioned
correctly for their further use on assembly of the corresponding PCB in a simple and fast manner.
[0009] By means of the cable guide the conductors of the respective cables are routed in a predefined manner within
the housing permitting the number of problems relating to EMC to be able to be reduced.
[0010] Preferably the input region and the output region are arranged opposite one another at opposite sides of the
base. Thereby a simple and compact arrangement of the input and output cables can be achieved further reducing the
size of the housing.
[0011] It is preferred if the cable guide is of one-piece design, this ensures a simple manufacture of the cable guide
in a reproducible manner and enhances robustness of the resultant housing of the AC charger. In this connection it
should be noted that the cable guide can, for example, be produced from a plastic material, e.g. in an injection molding
process.
[0012] Advantageously at least some of and preferably all of the respective plurality of input conductor receivers are
formed in an input wall present at the input region and at least some of and preferably all of the respective plurality of
output conductor receivers are formed in an output wall present at the output region, with the input wall and the output
wall respectively extending from the base.
[0013] Forming the respective plurality of input conductor receivers and output conductor receivers in a respective
input wall and output wall minimizes the number of components and the size of the cable guide and thereby makes its
manufacture more cost effective. A reduction in size and increase in robustness leads to less of a surface area that
needs to be sealed off to improve the water-tightness of the housing and thereby improves the housing also in this respect.
[0014] Preferably the input wall has a different average height than the output wall and/or wherein the input wall has
a top side, with at least a part of the top side extending in parallel to the base and optionally with the distance between
the top side and the base changing over a width of the input wall, preferably wherein one or more of the input conductor
receivers is arranged at a different height relative to the base to other ones of the input conductor receivers; and/or
wherein a top side of the output wall extends at least substantially in parallel to the base. In this way the cable guide
can be tailored specifically to the shape of a power board comprising a PCB and electronic components of the AC charger
so that a size of the housing can further be reduced.
[0015] It is preferred if the input conductor receivers are configured as channels in the input wall and the output
conductor receivers are configured as channels in the output wall. Channels form beneficial types of receivers for cables.
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In this connection it should be noted that the respective channel is optionally shaped in a manner complementary to the
cable, i.e. could have a round internal diameter and/or be shaped to expediently guide the conductor to the end of the
conductor receiver along the input wall and/or the output wall.
[0016] In this connection it is particularly advantageous if the channels extend over at least some of the height of the
respective input wall and output wall, optionally with the channels extending at least partly perpendicular or at least
substantially perpendicular to the base. Thereby defining the position of the routing of the conductors within the cable
guide in an improved manner.
[0017] It is preferred if, in particular a part of a top side of, the input wall and, in particular a part of a top side of, the
output wall are configured to be coupled to a PCB and with a space formed between the PCB, the input wall, the output
wall and the base being configured as a space for the reception and storage of electronic components associated with
the PCB. In this way the size of a housing of an AC charger can be reduced increasing the robustness of the housing.
Moreover, such an arrangement is beneficial with respect to EMC.
[0018] Advantageously the cable guide comprises alignment means configured to ensure a correct alignment of the
cable guide relative to a housing of the AC charger in its installed state. By including alignment means an assembly of
the corresponding AC charger can be facilitated and prevent faulty assemblies of the AC charger and thereby increase
the cost effectiveness of the manufactured AC chargers.
[0019] Preferably the alignment means comprise one or more of a first type of alignment means, with the first type of
alignment means being configured as at least one of a pin, a web of material, a dome, and a projection, with one or
more of the first type of alignment means optionally being provided at at least one of the input wall and the output wall,
and in particular being configured to be coupled to a PCB for an alignment of the PCB with respect to the cable guide.
[0020] Using e.g. domes, for example two domes, as part of the cable guide can help in the correct positioning of the
cable guide and the conductor ends relative to a PCB of the corresponding AC charger.
[0021] It is preferred if the first type of alignment means are configured such that an alignment of the PCB with respect
to the cable guide can take place in at least one of an X-direction, a Y-direction and a Z-direction. In this way the PCB
can be aligned in three spatial dimensions relative to the cable guide and more importantly in an expedient manner
facilitating the manufacture of the resultant AC charger.
[0022] Advantageously the alignment means comprise a second type of alignment means, the second type of alignment
means being configured as one of a cut-out, an aperture, a recess, with the second type of alignment means optionally
being provided at the base, and in particular being configured to ensure an alignment of the base of the cable guide with
respect to a housing that can be coupled to the base. Such second types of alignment means can thereby ensure the
correct positioning of the cable guide in a housing of an AC charger.
[0023] It is preferred if the second type of alignment means are configured such that an alignment of the cable guide
with respect to the housing can take place in at least one of an X-direction and a Y-direction. In this way the cable guide
can be aligned in two spatial dimensions relative to the housing and more importantly in an expedient manner facilitating
the manufacture of the resultant AC charger.
[0024] Preferably the cable guide further comprises one or more reinforcement webs that connect at least one of the
input wall and the output wall to the base and/or to the other one of the input wall and the output wall. Such reinforcement
webs can be used to increase the robustness and stability of the cable guide.
[0025] According to a further aspect the present invention relates to an AC charger for an electric or hybrid vehicle.
The AC charger comprises:

a two-part housing;
a cable guide in accordance with one of the preceding claims installed in a bottom part of said housing, and
a PCB installed between said input region, said output region and said base of the cable guide,
wherein a plurality of input and output conductors are guided in said input and output conductor receivers and
respective ends of the plurality of input and output conductors are connected to the PCB in a common plane.

[0026] By forming the individual conductors in a common plane the height of the housing of the AC charger can be
reduced. Moreover, the respective cables are routed in the housing in a simple and expedient manner and thereby the
number of problems relating to EMC can be reduced.
[0027] Preferably the PCB comprises electronic components that are arranged on the PCB and present in a space
formed between the base, the PCB, the input region and the output region, with a remaining part of the space base
being filled with a material.
[0028] Such a material can be a filler material, an adhesive or a thermally or electrically insulating material that can
improve at least one of the water-tightness, the robustness, the safety and properties of EMC of the AC charger.
[0029] According to a further aspect the present invention also relates to a tool for the assembly of an AC charger, in
particular as discussed herein, in which AC charger a plurality of conductors are connected to a PCB in a common plane,
the tool comprising an alignment plate and a plurality of first recesses present in the alignment plate, with each of the
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plurality of first recesses being configured to receive ends of respective input and output conductors, with each of the
plurality of first recesses having a base and each of the bases of the plurality of first recesses being arranged in a
common plane, the alignment plate optionally comprising one or more second recesses configured to receive alignment
means of the cable guide so that the ends of the input and output conductors can be aligned relative to said alignment
means.
[0030] Advantageously, the alignment plate can comprise coding means, such as color coding means, in order to
ensure the correct placement of the alignment plate at the cable guide.
[0031] Such tools can beneficially be used to align the ends of the conductors of various cables associated with the
AC charger in a common plane to facilitate the connection, e.g. by way of soldering of the various cables to the PCB of
the AC charger.
[0032] According to a further aspect the above object is satisfied by a method of assembling an AC charger as discussed
herein, the method comprising the steps of:

- inserting the plurality of individual conductors into the housing of the AC charger;
- placing the plurality of individual conductors into the input and output conductor receivers of the cable guide;
- aligning ends of the plurality of individual conductors in a common plane; and
- optionally connecting the aligned ends of the plurality of individual conductors to the PCB.

[0033] Further embodiments of the invention are described in the following description of the Figures. The invention
will be explained in the following in detail by means of embodiments and with reference to the drawing in which is shown:

Fig. 1 a perspective view of a first embodiment of a cable guide;
Fig. 2 a perspective view of a second embodiment of a cable guide;
Fig. 3A to C views of a tool for assembling an AC charger;
Fig. 4 an exploded view of components of an embodiment of an AC charger; and
Fig. 5 a perspective view of a cover of the AC charger of Fig. 4

[0034] In the following the same reference numerals will be used for parts having the same or equivalent function.
Any statements made having regard to the direction of a component are made relative to the position shown in the
drawing and can naturally vary in the actual position of application.
[0035] Fig. 1 shows a first embodiment of a cable guide 10 for an AC charger 12 (see Fig. 4). The cable guide 10
shown in Fig. 1 is of one-piece design. The cable guide 10 comprises a base 14, an input region 16 and an output region
18. The input region 16 and the output region 18 are arranged opposite one another at opposite sides 14’, 14" of the
base 14. The three spatial dimensions of the cable guide 10 comprise the X-direction, the Y-direction and the Z-direction
are also noted for the purpose of reference.
[0036] The input region 16 is formed by an input wall 20 and comprises a plurality of input conductor receivers 22
each formed by a respective channel 24, with the respective channel 24 being configured for the reception of one
conductor 62 (see Fig. 4). The output region 18 is formed by an output wall 26 and comprises a plurality of output
conductor receivers 28 formed by a respective channel 30, with the respective channel 30 being configured for the
reception of one conductor 62’ (see Fig. 4). The input wall 20 and the output wall 26 respectively extend from the base 14.
[0037] Ends 32 of the plurality of input conductor receivers 22 and ends 34 of the output conductor receivers 28 are
arranged at least generally in parallel to one another and such that the ends 32, 34 extend at least substantially perpen-
dicular to the base 14.
[0038] Due to electronic components 44 (see Fig. 4) of the AC charger 12, a height of the channels 24 and a height
of the respective input wall 20 varies over a length of the input wall 20, whereas the height of the channels 30 and of
the output wall 26 is essentially constant.
[0039] In this connection it should be noted that the height of the channels 24 and the height of the respective input
wall 20 could be essentially constant over the length of the input wall and indeed be the same as the height of the output
wall 26. Moreover, the height of the channels 30 and of the output wall 26 could also vary over a length of the output
wall 26, in order to accommodate electronic components if a differently designed PCB were to be used.
[0040] In the present instance the channels 24, 30 extend over 25% of a height of the respective input wall 20 and
output wall 26. It is feasible that the channels 24, 30 extend over more or less of the height of the respective input wall
20 and output wall 26. For example, the length of the respective channel can be selected to lie in the range of 10 to
100%, preferably 15 to 50 % and especially of 18 to 35% of the height of the respective input wall 20 and output wall 26.
[0041] The channels 24, 30 can be configured to extend at least in part perpendicular to the base 14. In Fig. 1 the
channels 24, 30 are depicted as extending perpendicular to the base 14 over their entire length from the base 14 to the
ends 32, 34, with the ends 32, 34 comprising means for holding conductors 62, 62’ of the AC charger 12 that are to be
fixed in their position in the cable guide 10.
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[0042] Other embodiments are feasible in which the channels 24, 30 extend in a curved manner from the base 14 to
a top side 36 of the input wall 20 and/or to a top side 38 of the output wall 26.
[0043] As discussed in the foregoing the top side 36 of the input wall 20 comprises input conductor receivers 22 whose
ends 32 are present at different distances to the base 14 such that only parts of the top side 36 extend in parallel to the
base 14 over a width of the input wall 20. The top side 38 of the output wall 26 extends at least substantially in parallel
to the base 14 over the complete width of the output wall 26. For this reason the input wall 20 has a different average
height than the output wall 26.
[0044] In this connection it should be noted that the ends 32 could be present at equal distances to the base 14 such
that the complete top side 36 extends in parallel to the base 14 over the width of the input wall 20, such that the height
of the input wall 20 corresponds to a height of the output wall 26. Likewise the top side 38 of the output wall 26 could
extend across the width of the output wall at varying distances to the base 14 such that only parts of the top side 38
extend in parallel to the base 14 over a width of the output wall 26, such that the output wall 26 could have a different
average height than the input wall 20.
[0045] The cable guide 10 further comprises a plurality of reinforcement webs 39 that respectively reinforce the con-
nection between the input wall 20 and the base 14, the base 14 and the output wall 26, as well as between the input
wall 20, the base 14 and the output wall 26.
[0046] The input wall 20 and the output wall 26 are configured to be coupled to a PCB 40 (see Fig. 4 - a PCB is a
printed circuit board). A space 42 formed between the PCB 40, the input wall 20, the output wall 26 and the base 14 is
configured as a reception space for the reception and storage of electronic components 44 (see Fig. 4) associated with
the PCB 40.
[0047] In order to correctly couple the input wall 20 and the output wall 26 to the PCB 40, the cable guide 10 comprises
alignment means 46 respectively present at the top sides 36 and 38. The alignment means are configured to ensure a
correct alignment and subsequent connection of the cable guide 10 in its installed state relative to the PCB 40.
[0048] To this end the alignment means 46 comprise one or more of a first type of alignment means 48, with the first
type of alignment means 48 being configured as at least one of a pin, a web of material, a dome, and a projection. A
dome is provided at the top side 36 of the input wall 20 and a further dome is provided at the top side 38 of the output
wall 26 as a respective first type of alignment means 48. Each of the first type of alignment means 48 is configured to
be inserted into a corresponding cut-out 50 present in the PCB 40 for an alignment of the PCB 40 with respect to the
cable guide 10.
[0049] The first type of alignment means 48 are positioned such that an X-Y position of the PCB 40 relative to the
cable guide 10 is pre-defined. Moreover, the first type of alignment means 48 respectively comprise a base 64. Each of
the bases 64 are arranged at the same height thereby pre-defining the position of the PCB 40 in the Z-direction. In this
way the alignment means facilitate an alignment of the PCB 40 with respect to the cable guide 10 in the three spatial
dimensions comprising the X-direction, the Y-direction and the Z-direction.
[0050] In order to connect the base 14 to a housing 56 (see Fig. 4) of the AC charger 12 the base 14 comprises a
point of fixation 52. The point of fixation can expediently be formed by a screw connection, a rivet connection, a hot rivet
connection or other types of connections.
[0051] Fig. 2 shows a further embodiment of the cable guide 10. The cable guide 10 comprises a second type of
alignment means 54. The second type of alignment means 54 is configured as one of a cut-out, an aperture, a recess.
The second type of alignment means 54 is provided at the base 14, and is configured to ensure a visual feedback of
the correct alignment of the base 14 with respect to the housing 56 that can be coupled to the base 14. For this purpose
a bottom part 58 of the housing 56 has webs of material (not shown) that can be aligned relative to the second type of
alignment means 54. Thereby the second type of alignment means 54 are configured such that an alignment of the
cable guide 10 with respect to the housing 56 can take place in both the X-direction and the Y-direction.
[0052] Figs. 3A to 3C show a tool 60 for the assembly of the AC charger 12. On assembly of the AC charger 12 a
plurality of input and output conductors 62, 62’ are connected to the PCB 40 in a common plane. Fig. 3A shows a view
from below of the tool 60, Fig. 3B shows a view of the tool 60 associated with the input wall 20 of the cable guide 10
and Fig. 3C shows a view of the tool associated with the output wall 26 of the cable guide 10.
[0053] The tool 60 comprises an alignment plate 66 and a plurality of first recesses 68 present in the alignment plate
66. Each of the plurality of first recesses 68 is configured to receive ends 70 of respective input and output conductors
62, 62’ arranged within the input and output conductor receivers 22, 28. Each of the plurality of first recesses 68 has a
base 72 and each of the bases 72 of the plurality of first recesses 68 is arranged in a common plane.
[0054] The alignment plate 66 further comprises second recesses 74 configured to receive the first type of alignment
means 48 of the cable guide 10 so that the ends 70 of the input and output conductors 62, 62’ can be aligned relative
to said second recesses 74. This alignment is required to ensure that the PCB 40 of the AC charger 12 can be correctly
connected to ends 70 of the input and output conductors 62, 62’.
[0055] In this connection it should be noted that the alignment plate 66 can comprise coding means, such as color
coding means, in order to ensure the correct placement of the alignment plate 66 at the first type of alignment means
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48 of the cable guide 10.
[0056] Fig. 4 shows an exploded view of components of the AC charger 12. The AC charger 12 is configured to charge
an electric vehicle or a hybrid vehicle (not shown). The AC charger 12 comprises the housing 56. The housing 56 is a
two-part housing comprising the bottom part 58 and a cover 76.
[0057] The cable guide 10 is installed in the bottom part 58. An infrastructure pin header 78 comprising five input
conductors 62 is installed at the input region 16. A vehicle cable 80 comprising five output conductors 62’ is installed at
the output region 18.
[0058] The AC charger 12 further comprises a power board 82 comprising the PCB 40 and the further electronic
components 44 associated with the provision of the output charging voltage required to charge batteries of an electric
vehicle or hybrid vehicle. The PCB 40 of the power board 82 is connected to the cable guide 10 via the first type of
alignment means 48. The ends 70 of the input and output conductors 62, 62’ are connected to the PCB 40 in a common
plane at a side 84 of the PCB 40 remote from the cable guide 10 and remote from the electronic components 44. For
this purpose the plurality of input and output conductors 62, 62’ are guided in said input and output conductor receivers
22, 28.
[0059] The electronic components 44 of the PCB 40 are arranged such that they extend into the space 42 formed
between the PCB 40, the base 14, the input wall 20 and the output wall 26. The remaining part of the space 42 not filled
with the electronic components 44 can be filled with a material, such as a filler material, an adhesive, an insulating
material etc.
[0060] A HMI board 86 (human machine interface board) is present between the PCB 40 and the cover 76. The HMI
board 86 comprises LEDs 92 (light emitting diodes) and enables a user of the AC charger 12 to inspect the state of
charge of the electric or hybrid vehicle connected to the AC charger 12 by means of signals displayed via the LEDs 92.
A front label 88 is also attachable to the cover 76 and can include manufacturer specific labeling and indications as to
the meaning of the LEDs 92 present on the HMI board 86. In order to be able to see the status of the LEDs 92, the cover
76 comprises apertures 94 for the LEDs 92.
[0061] In use of the AC charger 12, the AC charger 12 can charge an electric vehicle or a hybrid vehicle by being
connected to the vehicle by means of the vehicle cable 80.
An infrastructure cable (not shown) that connects the AC charger 12 to the power supply infrastructure is connected to
the AC charger 12 via the infrastructure pin header 78. Different infrastructure cables can be connected to the infrastructure
pin header 78. For example, a household mains supply cable for providing 110/240V AC (US/Europe) can be connected
to the infrastructure pin header 78. Also other kinds of infrastructure cables can be connected to the AC charger 12 for
charging the electric vehicle in different modes as set out by the International Electrotechnical Commission, by way of
example, infrastructure cables with plugs of the type single phase, three phase, PARVE system, SAEJ1772, IEC62196,
CHAdeMO can be connected to the infrastructure pin header 78, in order to charge the electric vehicle with currents
between e.g. 16 and 40 A and up to 11 KW.
The AC charger 12 can have outside dimensions with a length selected in the range of 20 to 40 cm, preferably of 25 to
35 cm, a height selected in the range of 4 to 10 cm, preferably of 6 to 8 cm, and a width selected in the range of 8 to 16
cm, preferably of 10 to 14 cm.
[0062] On assembling the AC charger 12, the infrastructure pin header 78 is inserted into the bottom part 58 of the
housing 56 and is held in position by means of a snap in connection (not shown). Thereafter the vehicle cable 80 is
mounted in the bottom part 58, possibly on use of a grommet 90 and the individual conductors 62’ of the vehicle cable
80 can be fixed into position by screw clamping (not shown) of the vehicle cable 80 as a form of cable relief.
[0063] Following this the cable guide 10 is inserted into the bottom part 58. In order to ensure a correct alignment of
the cable guide 10, the second type of alignment means 54 are used and provide a visual feedback on the correct
alignment of the cable guide 10 with respect to the bottom part 58 in the X-Y direction. The cable guide 10 is then fixed
to the bottom part 58 by means of hot riveting or screws via the point of fixation 52.
[0064] The respective conductors 62’, 62 of the vehicle cable 80 and of the infrastructure pin header 78 are placed
into the input and output conductor receivers 22, 28 of the cable guide 10 for a correct XY positioning and clamping of
the conductors 62, 62’ in the cable guide 10. In order to ensure the correct positioning of each conductor 62, 62’ in the
input and output conductor receivers 22, 28 coding means could be provided (not shown). By way of example the coding
means can include a color code. Each conductor 62, 62’ then has an allotted color and is inserted into the respective
input and output conductor receiver 22, 28 marked with the allotted color.
[0065] The conductors 62, 62’ are held in the input and output conductor receivers 22, 28 by means of holding means.
In the present example the holding means are realized by means of a press-fit connection. To this end the inner diameter
of the input and output conductor receivers 22, 28 is smaller than the outer diameter of the conductors 62, 62’. Other
forms of holding means can also be employed. In addition to the holding means walls of the input and output conductor
receivers 22, 28 can be configured as elastic in order to additionally ensure a clamping of the respective conductor 62,
62’ in the input and output conductor receivers 22, 28.
[0066] Thereafter the ends 70 of the plurality of individual conductors 62, 62’ are aligned in a common plane using
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the tool 60, so that the ends 70 respectively have the same height and hence alignment in the Z-direction. This alignment
in the Z-direction is achieved by pressing down the conductor ends 70 with the tool 60 for an accurate positioning in the
Z-direction.
[0067] The PCB 40 of the power board 82 is then placed on the cable guide 10 and the first type of alignment means
48 are inserted into two cut-outs 50 present at the PCB for a correct alignment of the PCB 40 relative to the cable guide
10. The first type of alignment means can be connected to the PCB 40 by means of hot riveting. The PCB 40 may also
comprise further cut-outs 50’ that align with domes (not shown) present at the bottom part 58. These domes of the bottom
part 58 of the housing 56 can also be hot riveted to the PCB 40 in order to fix the PCB 40 into position within the bottom
part 58.
[0068] At the same time the ends 70 of the conductors 62, 62’ of the vehicle cable 80 and of the infrastructure pin
header 78 are inserted into soldering points of the PCB 40. Thereafter the XYZ-positioned conductor ends 70 project
through the PCB 40 with the correct length and can be soldered selectively.
[0069] The ends 70 of the conductors 62, 62’ are then selectively soldered in an automated process to the PCB 40.
Following the connection of the PCB 40 to the bottom part 58, the cable guide 10 and the ends 70 of the conductors 62,
62’, the HMI 86 is positioned between the PCB 40 and the cover 76 and is subsequently connected to the cover 76. The
cover 76 is then connected to the bottom part 58. A seal (not shown) can be provided between the cover 76 and the
bottom part 58 on a connection thereof. The cover 76 can also be provided with the front label 88.
[0070] As indicated in Fig. 5, the cover 76 comprises the apertures 94 for indicating the state of charge of the AC
charger 12 by means of the LEDs 92. Further light guides 98 are also present that can, for example, be used to indicate
what kind of charging is taking place, the status of the AC charger 12, i.e. whether this is connected to the mains power
supply via an infrastructure cable or not, what kind of vehicle is connected to the AC charger 12 etc.
[0071] A point 96 is also indicated at the inside of the cover 76. This point 96 aligns with one of the first type of alignment
means 48. This point 96 is configured to intercept a pressure acting on the cover 76, e.g. due to the AC charger 12
accidentally being dropped or driven over by a vehicle, in order to prevent the pressure being transmitted fully to the
PCB 40 and the electronic components 44 which would render these ineffective.

List of reference numerals:
10 cable guide 54 second type of alignment means
12 AC charger 56 housing
14 base 58 bottom part
14’, 14" side of base 60 tool
16 input region 62, 62’ conductors

18 output region 64 base of 48
20 input wall 66 alignment plate
22 input conductor receiver 68 first recess
24 channel 70 ends of 62, 62’
26 output wall 72 base
28 output conductor receiver 74 second recess

30 channel 76 cover
32 end 78 infrastructure pin header
34 end 80 vehicle cable
36 top side of 20 82 power board
38 top side of 26 84 side
39 reinforcement web 86 HMI board

40 PCB 88 front label
42 space 90 grommet
44 electronic components 92 LED
46 alignment means 94 aperture
48 first type of alignment means 96 point of fixation
50, 50’ cut-out 98 light guide

52 point of fixation
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Claims

1. A cable guide (10) for an AC charger (12), the cable guide (10) comprising
a base (14), an input region (16) and an output region (18), wherein the input region (16) and the output region (18)
are respectively arranged at the base (14) and respectively comprise a plurality of input and output conductor
receivers (22, 28), with at least ends (32, 34) of the respective plurality of conductor receivers (22, 28) being arranged
at least generally in parallel to one another and such that the ends (32, 34) extend at least substantially perpendicular
to the base (14).

2. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 1,
wherein the input region (16) and the output region (18) are arranged opposite one another at opposite sides (14’,
14") of the base (14) and/or wherein
wherein the cable guide (10) is of one-piece design.

3. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein at least some of and preferably all of the respective plurality of input conductor receivers (22) are formed
in an input wall (20) present at the input region (16) and at least some of and preferably all of the respective plurality
of output conductor receivers (28) are formed in an output wall (26) present at the output region (18), with the input
wall (20) and the output wall (26) respectively extending from the base (14).

4. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 3,
wherein the input wall (20) has a different average height than the output wall (26) and/or wherein the input wall
(20) has a top side (36), with at least a part of the top side (36) extending in parallel to the base (14) and optionally
with the distance between the top side (36) and the base (14) changing over a width of the input wall (20), preferably
wherein one or more of the input conductor receivers (22) is arranged at a different height relative to the base (14)
to other ones of the input conductor receivers (22); and/or wherein a top side (38) of the output wall (26) extends
at least substantially in parallel to the base (14).

5. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 3 or claim 4,
wherein the input conductor receivers (22) are configured as channels (24) in the input wall (20) and/or wherein the
output conductor receivers (28) are configured as channels (30) in the output wall (26).

6. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 5,
wherein the channels (24, 30) extend over at least some of the height of the respective input wall (20) and output
wall (26), optionally with the channels (24, 30) extending at least partly perpendicular or at least substantially per-
pendicular to the base (14).

7. A cable guide (10) in accordance with one of the preceding claims, wherein, in particular a part of a top side (36)
of, the input wall (20) and, in particular a part of a top side (38) of, the output wall (26) are configured to be coupled
to a PCB (40) and with a space formed between the PCB (40), the input wall (20), the output wall (26) and the base
(14) being configured as a space (42) for the reception and storage of electronic components (44) associated with
the PCB (40).

8. A cable guide (10) in accordance with one of the preceding claims, wherein the cable guide (10) comprises alignment
means (46) configured to ensure a correct alignment of the cable guide (10) in its installed state.

9. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 8,
wherein the alignment means (46) comprise one or more of a first type of alignment means (48), with the first type
of alignment means (48) being configured as at least one of a pin, a web of material, a dome, and a projection, with
one or more of the first type of alignment means (48) optionally being provided at at least one of the input wall (20)
and the output wall (26), and in particular being configured to be coupled to a PCB (40) for an alignment of the PCB
(40) with respect to the cable guide (10), wherein the first type of alignment means (48) are preferably configured
such that an alignment of the PCB (40) with respect to the cable guide (10) can take place in at least one of an X-
direction, a Y-direction and a Z-direction.

10. A cable guide (10) in accordance with claim 8 or claim 9,
wherein the alignment means (46) comprise a second type of alignment means (54), the second type of alignment
means (54) being configured as one of a cut-out, an aperture, a recess, with the second type of alignment means
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(54) optionally being provided at the base (14), and in particular being configured to ensure an alignment of the
base (14) of the cable guide (10) with respect to a housing (56) that can be coupled to the base (14), wherein the
second type of alignment means (54) are preferably configured such that an alignment of the cable guide (10) with
respect to the housing can take place in at least one of an X-direction and a Y-direction.

11. A cable guide (10) in accordance with at least one of the preceding claims, further comprising one or more rein-
forcement webs (39) that connect at least one of the input wall (20) and the output wall (26) to the base (14) and/or
to the other one of the input wall (20) and the output wall (26).

12. An AC charger (12) for an electric or hybrid vehicle, the AC charger (12) comprising:

a two-part housing (56);
a cable guide (10) in accordance with one of the preceding claims installed in a bottom part (58) of said housing
(56), and
a PCB (40) installed between said input region (16), said output region (18) and said base (14) of the cable
guide (10),
wherein a plurality of input and output conductors (62, 62’) are guided in said input and output conductor receivers
(22, 28) and respective ends (70) of the plurality of input and output conductors (62, 62’) are connected to the
PCB (40) in a common plane.

13. An AC charger (12) in accordance with claim 12,
wherein the PCB (40) comprises electronic components (44) that are arranged on the PCB (40) and present in a
space (42) formed between the base (14), the PCB (40), the input region (16) and the output region (18), with a
remaining part of the space (42) being filled with a material.

14. A tool (60) for the assembly of an AC charger (12), in particular in accordance with claim 12 or claim 13, in which
AC charger (12) a plurality of conductors (62, 62’) are connected to a PCB (40) in a common plane, the tool (60)
comprising an alignment plate (66) and a plurality of first recesses (68) present in the alignment plate (66), with
each of the plurality of first recesses (68) being configured to receive ends (70) of respective input and output
conductors (62, 62’), with each of the plurality of first recesses (68) having a base (72) and each of the bases (72)
of the plurality of first recesses (68) being arranged in a common plane, the alignment plate (66) optionally comprising
one or more second recesses (74) configured to receive alignment means (46) of the cable guide (10) so that the
ends (70) of the input and output conductors (62, 62’) can be aligned relative to said alignment means (46) .

15. A method of assembling an AC charger (12) in accordance with at least one of the claims 12 and 13, the method
comprising the steps of:

- inserting the plurality of individual conductors (62, 62’) into the housing (56) of the AC charger (12);
- placing the plurality of individual conductors (62, 62’) into the respective input and output conductor receivers
(22, 28) of the cable guide (10);
- aligning ends (70) of the plurality of individual conductors (62, 62’) in a common plane; and
- optionally connecting the aligned ends (70) of the plurality of individual conductors to the PCB (40).
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