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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a communica-
tion system, and to components thereof, for the provision
of services to mobile devices, and in particular to a com-
munication system and components for the provision of
multimedia services. The invention has particular, though
not exclusive, relevance to the provision of a Multimedia
Broadcast Multicast Service (MBMS) via Long Term Ev-
olution (LTE) radio technology as defined in the 3rd Gen-
eration Partnership Project (3GPP) standards documen-
tation including, for example, the most recent versions
of: TS 36.300 (’E-UTRA and E-UTRAN; Overall descrip-
tion; Stage 2’); TS 36.331 (’E-UTRAN; Radio Resource
Control protocol’); TS 36.443 (’E-UTRAN; M2 Application
Protocol (M2AP)’); TS 36.444 (’E-UTRAN; M3 Applica-
tion Protocol (M3AP)’); and TS 23.246 (’MBMS; Archi-
tecture and functional description’).

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Currently, as its name implies, MBMS transmis-
sion in LTE makes use of a broadcast mode to provide
multimedia services and associated content to the user
equipment (UE) such as mobile telephones / ’cell’ phones
or other such communication devices. The broadcast of
the multimedia services is achieved using LTE’s MBMS
Single Frequency Network (MBSFN) transmission in
which multiple LTE Base Stations (so called ’evolved
NodeBs’ or ’eNBs’) combine the MBMS data transmis-
sion on multiple cells. In view of the complexity of the
broadcast mechanism, it is only used by the network if
there are a sufficient number of interested users, for a
given MBMS service, to warrant provision of the service
using the broadcast transmission mode. Accordingly, in
this scenario, if an insufficient number of users have ex-
pressed an interest in a particular multimedia service,
the multimedia service will not be provided.
[0003] Furthermore, the mechanisms previously con-
sidered for determining the number of users in a particular
coverage area who wish to receive a particular service
are inaccurate, tending to undercount the number of ac-
tual interested users. In part this is because the network
is unable to derive the necessary information, from many
of the devices in the coverage area, to determine if their
respective users wish to receive the service or not. Thus,
even when there are a sufficient number of interested
users in a coverage area to warrant provision of the mul-
timedia service using the broadcast transmission mode
the multimedia service may, nevertheless, still be with-
held.

SUMMARY

[0004] The invention therefore aims to provide a com-
munication system and components thereof, which ad-

dresses or at least alleviates the above issues.
[0005] One proposal considered by the inventors, for
helping to ensure that users who are interested in receiv-
ing a particular multimedia service are provided with that
service, regardless the number of interested users, is to
allow the provision of multimedia service using unicast
communication under certain conditions. Specifically,
delivery via unicast communication is provided when the
number of interested users is below a particular threshold
(e.g. a threshold below which the provision of the multi-
media service using the broadcast transmission mode is
unwarranted) and delivery via multicast or broadcast
communication is provided when the number of interest-
ed users is above that threshold.
[0006] The implementation of such a proposal is, how-
ever, not trivial, in part because there are currently no
mechanisms that would allow the provision of unicast
transmission to mobile communication devices, for an
MBMS service for which the number of interested users
is under a threshold below which multicast transmission
is deemed not be worthwhile.
[0007] In one embodiment, the invention provides a
method performed in a communication system (by re-
spective components thereof) comprising: determining
the number of mobile communications devices, in a cov-
erage area for an MBMS service, that have indicated an
interest in receiving that MBMS service; comparing the
result of the determination with a predetermined thresh-
old (e.g. a threshold above which broadcast and/or mul-
ticast communication is deemed to be acceptable); and
providing the MBMS service by unicast or broadcast/mul-
ticast in dependence on the comparison.
[0008] For example, if the comparison finds the result
of the determination to be less than (or at least not greater
than) the threshold, the MBMS service may be provided
by unicast. If the comparison finds the result of the de-
termination to be greater than (or at least not less than
the threshold), then the MBMS service may be provided
by broadcast or multicast.
[0009] To facilitate the provision of unicast communi-
cation, the inventors have also formulated significant im-
provements in the way that the network determines the
number of interested users. Specifically, the inventors
have developed a method which allows the network not
only to count the devices which are active (or have had
an active connection at an appropriate time) but also to
count devices which are camped in the coverage area
but are inactive.
[0010] According to one aspect of the invention there
is provided a mobile communication device for a com-
munication system, which communication system is op-
erable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service
(MBMS) services, the mobile communication device
comprising: means for registering the mobile communi-
cation device with a base station; means for operating in
an idle mode in which the mobile communication device
is registered with the base station but does not have an
active connection to the base station; means for deter-
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mining the identity of an MBMS service that is to be made
available; and means for indicating an interest in receiv-
ing said MBMS service to said base station when said
determining means has determined that said MBMS is
to be made available; wherein said indicating means is
operable, when said mobile communication device is in
said idle mode, to indicate said interest by: initiating com-
munications, with said base station, to establish an active
connection; sending at least one message to said base
station, during or after establishment of said active con-
nection, to indicate that said establishment of an active
connection is for the purposes of indicating an interest in
an MBMS service.
[0011] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a base station for a communication sys-
tem, which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services,
the base station comprising: means for registering a plu-
rality of mobile communication devices with the base sta-
tion wherein at least one of said mobile communication
device is operating in an idle mode in which the mobile
communication device is registered but does not have
an active connection to the base station; means for re-
ceiving an indication that a procedure should be initiated
for counting the number of mobile communication devic-
es that indicate an interest in receiving a specified MBMS
service and that are registered with the base station; and
means for indicating, to said plurality of mobile commu-
nication devices, the identity the specified MBMS service;
means for identifying an indication of interest in the spec-
ified MBMS service from any of said plurality of mobile
communication devices; wherein said identifying means
is operable to identify an indication of interest in the spec-
ified MBMS service, from the at least one mobile com-
munication device operating in an idle mode, by: entering
communications, with the at least one mobile communi-
cation device operating in an idle mode, to establish an
active connection; receiving at least one message from
the at least one mobile communication device operating
in an idle mode, during or after establishment of said
active connection, to indicate that said establishment of
an active connection is for the purposes of indicating an
interest in said MBMS service; determining that said es-
tablishment of an active connection is for the purposes
of indicating an interest in said MBMS service; and iden-
tifying the MBMS service to which said at least one mes-
sage relates; means for compiling information for identi-
fying a number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service; and
means for providing, to a network entity, the compiled
information for identifying the number of mobile commu-
nication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service.
[0012] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a network entity for a communication
system, which communication system is operable to de-
liver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising: means for receiving

a request to start an MBMS session for a specified MBMS
service from a further network entity; means for deter-
mining that a procedure should be initiated for counting
the number of mobile communication devices that indi-
cate an interest in receiving said specified MBMS service;
means for indicating, to at least one base station, that
said procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that indicate
an interest in receiving said specified MBMS service and
that are registered with said at least one base station;
means for receiving, from said at least one base station,
information for identifying a number of mobile communi-
cation devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service, wherein said number of mobile commu-
nication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service includes at least one mobile communica-
tion device that was operating in an idle mode when said
counting procedure was initiated; means for comparing
said number of mobile communication devices that have
indicated an interest in the MBMS service with a prede-
termined threshold; means for generating, when said
comparison indicates that said number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined threshold, a
response to said request to start an MBMS session,
wherein said response includes an indication that initia-
tion of said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service is
below said predetermined threshold; and means for
sending said generated response to said further network
entity.
[0013] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a network entity for a communication
system, which communication system is operable to de-
liver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising: means for determin-
ing that a procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that indicate
an interest in receiving a specified MBMS service that is
currently being delivered via broadcast/multicast; means
for indicating, to at least one base station, that said pro-
cedure should be initiated for counting the number of
mobile communication devices that indicate an interest
in receiving said specified MBMS service and that are
registered with said at least one base station; means for
receiving, from said at least one base station, information
for identifying a number of mobile communication devic-
es that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service,
wherein said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service in-
cludes at least one mobile communication device that
was operating in an idle mode when said counting pro-
cedure was initiated; means for comparing said number
of mobile communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service with a predetermined
threshold; means for generating, when said comparison
indicates that said number of mobile communication de-
vices that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
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is below said predetermined threshold, a message to
stop said specified MBMS service, wherein said re-
sponse includes an indication that said number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an interest
in the MBMS service is below said predetermined thresh-
old; and means for sending said generated message to
a further network entity.
[0014] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a network entity for a communication
system, which communication system is operable to de-
liver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising: means for sending,
to a second network entity, a request to start an MBMS
session for a specified MBMS service; means for receiv-
ing, from said second network entity, a response to said
request to start an MBMS session, wherein said re-
sponse includes an indication that a number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an interest
in the MBMS service is below a predetermined threshold;
and means for determining that said MBMS service is to
be delivered by unicast communication in response to
said indication that a number of mobile communication
devices that have indicated an interest in the MBMS serv-
ice is below a predetermined threshold.
[0015] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided network entity for a communication sys-
tem, which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services,
the network entity comprising: means for sending, to a
second network entity, a request to start an MBMS ses-
sion for a specified MBMS service; means for receiving,
from said second network entity, a message to stop a
specified MBMS service that is currently being delivered
by broadcast/multicast, wherein said message includes
an indication that said number of mobile communication
devices that have indicated an interest in the MBMS serv-
ice is below said predetermined threshold; and means
for determining that said MBMS service is to be delivered
by unicast communication in response to said indication
that a number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service is below
a predetermined threshold.
[0016] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a base station for a communication sys-
tem, which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services,
the base station comprising: means for receiving, from a
network entity, a request to set up a radio bearer for the
delivery of an MBMS service via unicast to a mobile com-
munication device; means for generating, in response to
receipt of said request to set up a radio bearer, a message
(e.g. an RRC message such as an RRC Connection
Reconfiguration message) to configure said radio bearer,
at said mobile communication device, for the delivery of
the MBMS service via unicast; means for sending, to said
mobile communication device, said generated message
to configure said radio bearer for the delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast; means for receiving, from said

mobile communication device, a message indicating
(e.g. an RRC message such as an RRC Connection
Reconfiguration Complete message) that said radio
bearer has been configured by said mobile communica-
tion device for receipt of the MBMS service via unicast;
means for generating, in response to receipt of said mes-
sage indicating that said radio bearer has been config-
ured by said mobile communication device for receipt of
the MBMS service via unicast, a response to said request
to set up a radio bearer for the delivery of the MBMS
service via unicast; and means for sending said gener-
ated response to said network entity.
[0017] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a mobile communication device for a
communication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service
(MBMS) services, the mobile communication device
comprising: means for receiving, from a base station, a
message to configure a radio bearer for the delivery of
the MBMS service via unicast; means for configuring said
radio bearer for receipt of said MBMS service via unicast
in response to receipt of said message to configure said
radio bearer; means for generating, a message indicating
that said radio bearer has been configured by said mobile
communication device for receipt of the MBMS service
via unicast; and means for sending said generated mes-
sage to said base station.
[0018] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a mobile communication device for a
communication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service
(MBMS) services, the mobile communication device
comprising: means for determining an identity of an
MBMS service that said mobile communication device is
to be made available; means for indicating an interest in
said MBMS service to a network entity; means for deter-
mining that an identifier of said MBMS service in which
said interest has been indicated is absent from a control
channel; and means for initiating, in response to the ab-
sence of said identifier, delivery of said MBMS service in
which said interest has been indicated via unicast com-
munication.
[0019] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a mobile communication device for a
communication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service
(MBMS) services, the mobile communication device
comprising: means for determining an identity of an
MBMS service that is to be made available; means for
indicating an interest in said MBMS service to a network
entity; means for determining that an identifier of said
MBMS service in which said interest has been indicated
is absent from a control channel; and means for initiating,
in response to the absence of said identifier, delivery of
said MBMS service in which said interest has been indi-
cated via unicast communication.
[0020] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a mobile com-
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munication device of a communication system, which
communication system is operable to deliver Mobility
Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the meth-
od comprising: registering the mobile communication de-
vice with a base station; operating in an idle mode in
which the mobile communication device is registered with
the base station but does not have an active connection
to the base station; determining the identity of an MBMS
service that is to be made available; and indicating an
interest in receiving said MBMS service to said base sta-
tion when said determining means has determined that
said MBMS is to be made available; wherein said indi-
cating step comprises, when said mobile communication
device is in said idle mode, indicating said interest by:
initiating communications, with said base station, to es-
tablish an active connection; sending at least one mes-
sage to said base station, during or after establishment
of said active connection, to indicate that said establish-
ment of an active connection is for the purposes of indi-
cating an interest in an MBMS service.
[0021] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a base station
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising: reg-
istering a plurality of mobile communication devices with
the base station wherein at least one of said mobile com-
munication device is operating in an idle mode in which
the mobile communication device is registered but does
not have an active connection to the base station; receiv-
ing an indication that a procedure should be initiated for
counting the number of mobile communication devices
that indicate an interest in receiving a specified MBMS
service and that are registered with the base station; and
indicating, to said plurality of mobile communication de-
vices, the identity the specified MBMS service; identifying
an indication of interest in the specified MBMS service
from any of said plurality of mobile communication de-
vices; wherein said identifying step comprises identifying
an indication of interest in the specified MBMS service,
from the at least one mobile communication device op-
erating in an idle mode, by: entering communications,
with the at least one mobile communication device op-
erating in an idle mode, to establish an active connection;
receiving at least one message from the at least one mo-
bile communication device operating in an idle mode,
during or after establishment of said active connection,
to indicate that said establishment of an active connec-
tion is for the purposes of indicating an interest in said
MBMS service; determining that said establishment of
an active connection is for the purposes of indicating an
interest in said MBMS service; and identifying the MBMS
service to which said at least one message relates; com-
piling information for identifying a number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service; and providing, to a network entity, the
compiled information for identifying the number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an interest

in the MBMS service.
[0022] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a network entity
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising: re-
ceiving a request to start an MBMS session for a specified
MBMS service from a further network entity; determining
that a procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that indicate
an interest in receiving said specified MBMS service; in-
dicating, to at least one base station, that said procedure
should be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest in re-
ceiving said specified MBMS service and that are regis-
tered with said at least one base station; receiving, from
said at least one base station, information for identifying
a number of mobile communication devices that have
indicated an interest in the MBMS service, wherein said
number of mobile communication devices that have in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service includes at least
one mobile communication device that was operating in
an idle mode when said counting procedure was initiated;
comparing said number of mobile communication devic-
es that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
with a predetermined threshold; generating, when said
comparison indicates that said number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined threshold, a
response to said request to start an MBMS session,
wherein said response includes an indication that initia-
tion of said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service is
below said predetermined threshold; and sending said
generated response to said further network entity.
[0023] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a network entity
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising: de-
termining that a procedure should be initiated for counting
the number of mobile communication devices that indi-
cate an interest in receiving a specified MBMS service
that is currently being delivered via broadcast/multicast;
indicating, to at least one base station, that said proce-
dure should be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest in re-
ceiving said specified MBMS service and that are regis-
tered with said at least one base station; receiving, from
said at least one base station, information for identifying
a number of mobile communication devices that have
indicated an interest in the MBMS service, wherein said
number of mobile communication devices that have in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service includes at least
one mobile communication device that was operating in
an idle mode when said counting procedure was initiated;
comparing said number of mobile communication devic-
es that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
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with a predetermined threshold; generating, when said
comparison indicates that said number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined threshold,
an indication to stop said specified MBMS session,
wherein said indication includes an indication that initia-
tion of said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS service is
below said predetermined threshold; and sending said
generated response to a further network entity.
[0024] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a network entity
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising: send-
ing, to a second network entity, a request to start an
MBMS session for a specified MBMS service; receiving,
from said second network entity, a response to said re-
quest to start an MBMS session, wherein said response
includes an indication that a number of mobile commu-
nication devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below a predetermined threshold; and
determining that said MBMS service is to be delivered
by unicast communication in response to said indication
that a number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service is below
a predetermined threshold.
[0025] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a network entity
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the network entity comprising:
sending, to a second network entity, a request to start an
MBMS session for a specified MBMS service; receiving,
from said second network entity, an indication to stop a
specified MBMS service that is currently being delivered
by broadcast/multicast, wherein said indication includes
an indication that said number of mobile communication
devices that have indicated an interest in the MBMS serv-
ice is below said predetermined threshold; and determin-
ing that said MBMS service is to be delivered by unicast
communication in response to said indication that a
number of mobile communication devices that have in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service is below a pre-
determined threshold.
[0026] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a base station
of a communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising: re-
ceiving, from a network entity, a request to set up a radio
bearer for the delivery of an MBMS service via unicast
to a mobile communication device; generating, in re-
sponse to receipt of said request to set up a radio bearer,
a message (e.g. an RRC message such as an RRC Con-
nection Reconfiguration message) to configure said ra-
dio bearer, at said mobile communication device, for the
delivery of the MBMS service via unicast; sending, to

said mobile communication device, said generated mes-
sage to configure said radio bearer for the delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast; receiving, from said mobile
communication device, a message indicating (e.g. an
RRC message such as an RRC Connection Reconfigu-
ration Complete message) that said radio bearer has
been configured by said mobile communication device
for receipt of the MBMS service via unicast; generating,
in response to receipt of said message indicating that
said radio bearer has been configured by said mobile
communication device for receipt of the MBMS service
via unicast, a response to said request to set up a radio
bearer for the delivery of the MBMS service via unicast;
and means for sending said generated response to said
network entity.
[0027] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a mobile com-
munication device of a communication system, which
communication system is operable to deliver Mobility
Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the meth-
od comprising: receiving, from a base station, a message
to configure a radio bearer for the delivery of the MBMS
service via unicast; configuring said radio bearer for re-
ceipt of said MBMS service via unicast in response to
receipt of said message to configure said radio bearer;
generating, a message indicating that said radio bearer
has been configured by said mobile communication de-
vice for receipt of the MBMS service via unicast; and
sending said generated message to said base station.
[0028] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a mobile com-
munication device of a communication system, which
communication system is operable to deliver Mobility
Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the meth-
od comprising: determining an identity of an MBMS serv-
ice that said mobile communication device is to be made
available; indicating an interest in said MBMS service to
a network entity; determining that an identifier of said
MBMS service in which said interest has been indicated
is absent from a control channel; and initiating, in re-
sponse to the absence of said identifier, delivery of said
MBMS service in which said interest has been indicated
via unicast communication.
[0029] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a method performed by a mobile com-
munication device of a communication system, which
communication system is operable to deliver Mobility
Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the meth-
od comprising: determining an identity of an MBMS serv-
ice that is to be made available; indicating an interest in
said MBMS service to a network entity; determining that
an identifier of said MBMS service in which said interest
has been indicated is absent from a control channel; and
initiating, in response to the absence of said identifier,
delivery of said MBMS service in which said interest has
been indicated via unicast communication.
[0030] Aspects of the invention extend to computer
program products such as computer readable storage
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media having instructions stored thereon which are op-
erable to program a programmable processor to carry
out a method as described in the aspects and possibilities
set out above or recited in the claims and/or to program
a suitably adapted computer to provide the apparatus
recited in any of the claims.
[0031] Each feature disclosed in this specification
(which term includes the claims) and/or shown in the
drawings may be incorporated in the invention independ-
ently (or in combination with) any other disclosed and/or
illustrated features. In particular but without limitation the
features of any of the claims dependent from a particular
independent claim may be introduced into that independ-
ent claim in any combination or individually.
[0032] The description of the invention with reference
to the drawings is by way of example only.
[0033] The text of the abstract filed herewith is repeat-
ed here as part of the specification. In an exemplary as-
pect of the invention of the invention there is provided a
communication system is described in which an MBMS
service is provided by unicast or broadcast/multicast
communication in dependence on whether the number
of mobile communication devices indicating an interest
in receiving the service is below or above a broadcast
threshold. An improved procedure for counting the
number of mobile communication devices interested in
receiving the MBMS service is also disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0034] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed by way of example only with reference to the
attached figures in which:

Figure 1 shows, in simplified overview, a schematic
of an architecture for the provision of multimedia
broadcast/multicast services (MBMS) in a commu-
nication system;
Figure 2 shows, in simplified overview, a schematic
of an architecture for the provision of unicast com-
munication in the communication system of Figure 1;
Figure 3 is a simplified block diagram of a mobile
communication device forming part of the system
shown in Figures 1 and 2;
Figure 4 is a simplified block diagram of a base sta-
tion forming part of the system shown in Figures 1
and 2;
Figure 5 is a simplified block diagram of a Multi-
cell/Multicast Coordination Entity (MCE) forming part
of the system shown in Figure 1;
Figure 6 is a simplified block diagram of a mobility
management entity (MME) forming part of the sys-
tem shown in Figures 1 and 2;
Figure 7 is a simplified block diagram of an MBMS
Gateway (MBMS-GW) forming part of the system
shown in Figure 1;
Figure 8 is a simplified block diagram of a Broadcast-
Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC) forming part of

the system shown in Figure 1;
Figure 9 is a simplified block diagram of a combined
Serving Gateway / Packet Data Network Gateway
(SGW / PDN-GW) forming part of the system shown
in Figure 2;
Figure 10 is a high level flow chart illustrating a pro-
cedure implemented by the communication system
1 to selectively provide an MBMS service by unicast
and/or by broadcast/multicast;
Figure 11 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an MBMS session service start phase of the proce-
dure of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 12 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an idle mode part of a counting phase of the proce-
dure of Figure 10;
Figure 13 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an active mode part of a counting phase of the pro-
cedure of Figure 10;
Figure 14 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
threshold comparison phase of the procedure of Fig-
ure 10;
Figure 15 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an initial part of a unicast activation phase of the
procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 16 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
further part of the unicast activation phase of the pro-
cedure of Figure 10;
Figure 17 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an MBMS service via broadcast/multicast activation
phase of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 18 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating
an MBMS service via broadcast/multicast deactiva-
tion phase of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 19 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
possible variation of the idle mode part of the count-
ing phase of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 20 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
further possible variation of the idle mode part of the
counting phase of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 21 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
possible variation of the further part of the unicast
activation phase of the procedure of Figure 10;
Figure 22 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
possible variation of a unicast activation phase of
the procedure of Figure 10; and
Figure 23 is a simplified timing diagram illustrating a
possible variation of a broadcast/multicast phase of
the procedure of Figure 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

Overview

[0035] Figures 1 and 2 each schematically illustrates
a mobile (cellular) communication system 1 for providing
MBMS services. The communication system 1 compris-
es user equipment 3, including a plurality of mobile com-
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munication devices 3-1, 3-2 (also referred to herein as
UEs) served by a base station 5. In this embodiment, the
base station 5 is an LTE base station (also referred to
herein as an ’evolved NodeB’ or ’eNB’) forming part an
Evolved Universal Technology Radio Access Network
(E-UTRAN). The telecommunication system 1 also com-
prises core network 8 comprising and Evolved Packet
Core (EPC) which includes a plurality of functional/logical
entities.
[0036] Although, for simplicity, a single base station 5
and two mobile communication devices 3 are shown, the
E-UTRAN will generally comprise a plurality of base sta-
tions 5 and each base station 5 may serve one or any
number of mobile communication devices 3 or other such
communication devices.

MBMS Delivery System Architecture

[0037] As seen in Figure 1 the communication system
1 comprises a system architecture 1-1 for the delivery of
multimedia broadcast/multicast services (MBMS). The
system architecture 1-1 for the delivery of multimedia
broadcast/multicast services (MBMS) comprises a Multi-
cell/Multicast Coordination Entity (MCE) 7, which forms
part of the E-UTRAN. The MBMS delivery system archi-
tecture 1-1 also comprises a Mobility Management Entity
(MME) 9, an MBMS Gateway (MBMS-GW) 10, a Broad-
cast-Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC) 12 all of which
form part of the core network 8. In operation, therefore,
a content provider 13 is able to provide content, such as
multimedia content, as an MBMS service using the sys-
tem architecture 1-1.
[0038] In the context of the MBMS delivery system ar-
chitecture 1-1, the base station 5 of the E-UTRAN is re-
sponsible for delivering MBMS data to a designated
MBMS service area efficiently.
[0039] The MCE 7 schedules the time/frequency re-
sources on the radio interface and is responsible for co-
ordinating multi-cell transmission where the coverage ar-
ea for a particular MBMS service includes multiple base
stations 5. The MCE 7 is a logical entity which, in this
embodiment, is physically separate from the base station
5. The MCE 7 communicates with the base station 5 via
a control plane interface ’M2’ and with the MME 9 via a
further control plane interface ’M3’.
[0040] The MME 9 is a control node for the LTE access
network and, in the context of MBMS delivery system
architecture 1-1, provides a number of MBMS support
functions including session control of MBMS bearers and
transmission of session control messages (such as Ses-
sion Start and Session Stop messages) towards the base
station 5 of the E-UTRAN via the M3 interface. The MME
9 communicates with the MBMS-GW 10 using a further
interface ’Sm’ via which the MME 9 receives MBMS serv-
ice control messages and IP Multicast addresses for
MBMS data reception.
[0041] The MBMS-GW 10 acts as an entry point for
incoming broadcast/multicast data. The MBMS-GW 10

is responsible for distributing data packets for a particular
MBMS service to base stations within the coverage area
for that MBMS service (e.g. an area covered by an MBMS
Single Frequency Network (MBSFN)), for example by IP
multicast distribution of MBMS data packets to the base
station 5 through user plane interface ’M1’. The MBMS-
GW 10 also implements MBMS session management
(for example, by using Session Start and Session Stop
messages). The MBMS-GW 10 communicates with the
BM-SC via a user plane interface ’SGi-mb’ and a control
plane interface ’SGmb’.
[0042] The BM-SC 12 is the source of the MBMS traffic
and provides functions for MBMS user service provision-
ing and delivery. In this embodiment, the BM-SC 12
serves as an entry point for MBMS transmissions from
the content provider 13, can be used to authorise and
initiate MBMS Bearer Services within the mobile network,
and can be used to schedule and deliver the MBMS trans-
missions, using the SGi-mb interface for MBMS data de-
livery and the SGmb interface for control functions.

Unicast Delivery System Architecture

[0043] As seen in Figure 2 the communication system
1 also comprises a system architecture 1-2 for unicast
delivery (also referred to herein a Packet-Switched
Streaming Services (PSS) architecture). In the system
architecture 1-2 for unicast delivery, the core network 8
comprises the MME 9, a combined Serving Gateway and
Packet Data Network-Gateway (SGW/PDN-GW) 15, a
Policy and Charging Rules Function (PCRF) 19, and a
Home Subscriber Server (HSS) 21. In operation, an op-
erator 23 is able to provide IP services, such as IP Mul-
timedia Subsystem (IMS) services and Packet-switched
Streaming (PSS) services, via the unicast delivery sys-
tem architecture 1-2.
[0044] In the context of the unicast delivery system ar-
chitecture 1-2, the base station 5 of the E-UTRAN is re-
sponsible for establishing point-to-point radio bearer re-
sources towards each mobile communication device 3
and for delivering data to it. The E-UTRAN communicates
with the core network via a logical interface ’S1’ having
a control plane part ’S1-MME’ and a user plane part ’S1-
U’.
[0045] In the context of the unicast delivery system ar-
chitecture 1-2, the MME 9 handles bearer management
functions including dedicated bearer establishment con-
trol towards each mobile communication device 3 via a
the base station 5 of the E-UTRAN. The MME 9 commu-
nicates with the base station 5 via the control plane part
of the S1 interface (S1-MME) and with the SGW part of
the SGW/PDN-GW 15 via a further interface S11. The
MME 9 also communicates subscription and authentica-
tion data for authenticating user access with the Home
Subscriber Server (HSS) 21 via a so called ’S6a’ inter-
face.
[0046] The SGW part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15 routes
packet data to the base station 5 of the E-UTRAN via the
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user plane part of the S1 interface S1-U. The PDN-GW
part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15 provides connectivity to
the mobile communication device 3 for the connection to
a PSS server (not shown) provided by the operator 23.
The PDN-GW part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15 communi-
cates with the operator’s network via another interface
’SGi’.
[0047] The PCRF 19 is the policy and charging control
element which communicates with the PDN-GW part of
SGW/PDN-GW 15 and the operator’s network via re-
spective ’Gx’ (or ’S7’ in some versions of the architecture)
and ’Rx’ interfaces.
[0048] The HSS 21 is a network element that acts as
a central repository of subscriber-specific authorizations
and service profiles and preferences for an IMS network.

Adaptation of System Architectures

[0049] The various components of the communication
system 1 of Figures 1 and 2 are adapted to allow a ded-
icated radio access bearer (RAB) resource to be setup
towards an individual mobile communication device 3 for
the provision of a multimedia (MBMS) service to that mo-
bile communication device 3 using unicast communica-
tion. Specifically, the unicast communication is achieved,
using the Packet-Switched Streaming Services (PSS)
protocol, as an upper layer application function of the
system architecture 1-2 shown in Figure 2. When E-
UTRAN is used for the radio access, the RAB is called
an E-RAB (EPS RAB).
[0050] The communication system 1 provides an
MBMS service, to each mobile communication device 3
that indicates an interest in receiving that MBMS service
(referred to herein as an ’interested’ mobile communica-
tion device), using the unicast communication function-
ality when the number of interested mobile communica-
tion devices 3 is below a predetermined threshold (re-
ferred to herein as a ’broadcast’ threshold). When the
number of interested mobile communication devices 3 is
above the broadcast threshold then the MBMS service
is provided using broadcast/multicast communications in
a conventional manner.
[0051] To facilitate accurate decision making relating
to when unicast should be used and when broadcast/mul-
ticast communication is more appropriate, the commu-
nication system 1 uses an improved mechanism for de-
termining the number of interested mobile communica-
tion devices 3, within the coverage area for a particular
MBMS service. The counting mechanism not only takes
account of mobile communication devices 3 having an
active radio connection, but also takes account of mobile
communication devices 3 that are inactive (in idle mode).
This is achieved by providing a procedure via which idle
mode mobile communication devices 3 can indicate their
interest in receiving an MBMS service, can be counted
for the purposes of determining whether broadcast/mul-
ticast communication is appropriate, and can be identi-
fied for the purposes of setting up unicast radio bearers

for the provision of the MBMS service of interest.
[0052] Accordingly, the communication system 1 de-
scribed provides a number of benefits including greater
accuracy when determining the number of interested us-
ers in the coverage area for a particular service. This in
turn ensures that the decision-making process for deter-
mining when to use the networks broadcast/multicast
functionality for providing an MBMS service, and when
not to, is greatly improved. Moreover, the communication
system 1 also provides a mechanism via which mobile
communication devices 3 can receive an MBMS service
regardless of the number of mobile communication de-
vices in the associated coverage that have indicated an
interest in receiving that MBMS service. Taking account
of the number of idle mode mobile communication de-
vices 3 is also particularly beneficial because a user of
an idle mode communication device 3 may be more likely
to want to receive a particular MBMS service than a user
of a mobile communication device 3 that is active, for
example, because the user of the active device is busy
making a voice call.

Mobile Communication Device

[0053] Figure 3 schematically illustrates the main com-
ponents of a mobile communication device 3 of Figures
1 and 2. As shown, the mobile communication device
comprises a mobile telephone 3 including transceiver cir-
cuitry 323 which is operable to transmit signals to and to
receive signals from the base station 5 via one or more
antennae 325. As shown, the mobile telephone 3 also
includes a controller 327 which controls the operation of
the mobile telephone 3 and which is connected to the
transceiver circuit 323 and to a loudspeaker 329, a mi-
crophone 331, a display 333, and a keypad 335. The
controller 327 operates in accordance with software in-
structions stored within memory 337. As shown, these
software instructions include, among other things, an op-
erating system 339, an RRC module 341, and an appli-
cation layer module 343.
[0054] The RRC module 341 manages the reception,
transmission, and interpretation of radio resource control
signalling communicated with the base station 5. The
RRC module 341 also controls RRC layer functionality
in the mobile telephone 3 and manages signalling to and
from an application layer. The application layer module
343 controls application layer functionality of the mobile
telephone 3 including signalling to and from the RRC
layer.

Base Station

[0055] Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating the main
components of the base stations 5 shown in Figures 1
and 2. As shown, the base station 5 includes transceiver
circuitry 451, which is operable to transmit signals to, and
to receive signals from, the mobile telephone 3 via one
or more antennae 453. Transceiver circuitry 451 is also
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coupled to an MCE interface 405, an SGW interface 407,
an MBMS-GW interface 408 and an MME interface 410.
The various interfaces 405, 407, 408 and 410 have cor-
responding logical interfaces (sometimes referred to as
reference points) M2, S1-U, M1, and Sl-MME as indicat-
ed in Figure 4 in parenthesis.
[0056] The operation of the transceiver circuitry 451 is
controlled by a controller 457, in accordance with soft-
ware stored in memory 459. The software includes,
among other things, an operating system 461, a commu-
nications module 419, an RRC module 463, an MBMS
module 465, and a RAB management module 467.
[0057] The communications module 419 is operable
to communicate: with the MCE 7 via the MCE interface
405; with the SGW/PDN-GW 15 via the SGW interface
407; with the MBMS-GW 10 via the MBNMS-GW inter-
face 408; and with the MME via the MME interface 410.
The RRC module 463 manages the reception, transmis-
sion, and interpretation of radio resource control signal-
ling communicated with the mobile telephone 3. The
MBMS module 465 manages the reception, transmis-
sion, and interpretation MBMS related messages com-
municated with the MCE 7 and with the MBMS-GW 10.
The RAB management module 469 manages the recep-
tion, transmission, interpretation, and handling of E-RAB
setup related messages communicated with the SGW /
PDN-GW 15 and with the MME 9.

Multi-cell/Multicast Coordination Entity (MCE)

[0058] Figure 5 shows an MCE 7 having a transceiver
circuit 501 coupled to an eNB interface 502 and an MME
interface 503. The interfaces 502 and 503 have corre-
sponding logical interfaces (sometimes referred to as ref-
erence points) M2 and M3 as indicated in Figure 5 in
parenthesis.
[0059] A controller 507 is provided to control the trans-
ceiver circuit 501, and is coupled to a memory 509 com-
prising software including, among other things an oper-
ating system 511, a communications module 519 and an
MBMS management module 520. The communications
module 519 is operable to communicate with the base
station 5 via the eNB interface 502 and with the MME via
the MME interface 503. The MBMS management module
520 manages the receipt and transmission of MBMS re-
lated signalling from and to the MME 9, and from and to
the base station 5, in cooperation with the communica-
tions module 519. The MBMS related signalling compris-
es, for example, session control signalling and other ses-
sion management signaling and radio configuration for
the multi-cell transmission mode data.

Mobility Management Entity (MME)

[0060] Figure 6 shows an MME 9 having a transceiver
circuit 601 coupled to an eNB interface 602, an MME
interface 603, an MCE interface 604, an SGW interface
605, an MBMS-GW interface 608, and an HSS interface

610. The various interfaces 602, 603, 604, 605, 608, 610
have corresponding logical interfaces (sometimes re-
ferred to as reference points) S1-MME, S10, M3, S11,
Sm and S6a as indicated in Figure 6 in parenthesis.
[0061] A controller 607 is provided to control the trans-
ceiver circuit 601, and is coupled to a memory 609 com-
prising software including, among other things an oper-
ating system 611, a communications module 619, an
MBMS management module 620, and a unicast man-
agement module 621.
[0062] The communications module 619 is operable
to communicate: with the base station 5 via the eNB in-
terface 602: with other MMEs (not shown) via the MME
interface 603; with the MCE via the MCE interface 604;
with the SGW part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15 via the SGW
interface 605; with the MBMS-GW 10 via the MBMS-GW
interface 608; and with the HSS 21 via the HSS interface
610.
[0063] The MBMS management module 620 manages
the receipt and transmission of MBMS related signalling
from and to the MCE 7, and from and to the MBMS-GW
10, in cooperation with the communications module 619.
The MBMS related signalling comprises, for example:
Session Start and Session Stop messages and related
signalling; other MBMS service control messages; and
the IP Multicast address for MBMS data reception; sent
from the MBMS-GW 10 via the MBMS-GW (Sm) interface
608.
[0064] The unicast management module 621 manag-
es the provision of unicast delivery of MBMS services to
the mobile communication devices 3 including the setup
and release of associated radio access bearers to the
mobile communication devices 3 for each MBMS service.

MBMS Gateway (MBMS-GW)

[0065] Figure 7 shows an MBMS-GW 10 having a
transceiver circuit 701 coupled to an eNB interface 702,
an MME interface 705 and a BM-SC interface 710. The
various interfaces 702, 705, 710 have corresponding log-
ical interfaces (sometimes referred to as reference
points) M1, SGmb/SGi-mb, and Sm as indicated in Figure
7 in parenthesis.
[0066] A controller 707 is provided to control the trans-
ceiver circuit 701, and is coupled to a memory 709 com-
prising software including, among other things, an oper-
ating system 711, a communications module 719 and an
MBMS management module 720. The communications
module 719 is operable to communicate: with the base
station 5 via the eNB interface 702: with the MME via the
MME interface 705; and with the BM-SC via the BM-SC
interface 710.
[0067] The MBMS management module 720 manages
the distribution of MBMS data packets to base stations
3 within the MBSFN, for example by IP multicast of the
MBMS data packets to the eNB 5 through the eNB (Ml)
interface 702. The MBMS management module 720 is
also responsible for MBMS session management, for ex-
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ample, by transmitting the Session Start and Session
Stop messages to the MME 9.

Broadcast-Multicast Service Centre (BM-SC)

[0068] Figure 8 shows a BM-SC 12 having a transceiv-
er circuit 801 coupled to an MBMS-GW interface 803 and
a content provider interface 810. The MBMS-GW inter-
face 803 has corresponding logical user plane interface
SGi-mb and control plane interface SGmb (sometimes
referred to as reference points).
[0069] A controller 807 is provided to control the trans-
ceiver circuit 801, and is coupled to a memory 809 com-
prising software including, among other things, an oper-
ating system 811, a communications module 819 and an
MBMS management module 820.
[0070] The communications module 819 is operable
to communicate MBMS data to the MBMS gateway via
the user plane interface (SGi-mb) part of interface 803
and control signalling via the control plane interface (SG-
mb) part of interface 803. The communications module
819 is also operable to receive content from the content
provider 13 via the content provider interface 810.
[0071] The MBMS management module 820 manages
the MBMS functions of the BM-SC 12 including the initi-
ation of MBMS traffic from the content provider 13, user
service provisioning, and delivery of MBMS data via the
user plane interface (SGi-mb). The MBMS management
module 820 also handles authorisation and initiation of
MBMS bearer services and scheduling of the MBMS
transmissions.

Serving Gateway /Packet Data Network Gateway 
(SGW/PDN-GW)

[0072] Figure 9 shows a combined SGW / PDN-GW
15 having a transceiver circuit 901 coupled to an eNB
interface 902, an MME interface 903, an operator net-
work interface 905, and a PCRF interface 910. The var-
ious interfaces 902, 903, 905, 910 have corresponding
logical interfaces (sometimes referred to as reference
points) S1-U, S11, SGi, and S7/Gx as indicated in Figure
9 in parenthesis.
[0073] A controller 907 is provided to control the trans-
ceiver circuit 901, and is coupled to a memory 909 com-
prising software including, among other things, an oper-
ating system 911, a communications module 919, an
SGW module 920, and a PDN-GW module 921, and a
PSS management module 922. The communications
module 919 is operable to handle SGW related commu-
nications with the base station 5 via the eNB interface
902 and with the MME 9 via the MME interface 903. The
communications module 919 is also operable to handle
PDN-GW related communications with the operator net-
work via the operator network interface 905 and with the
PCRF 19 via the PCRF interface 910.
[0074] The SGW module 920 provides the functions
of the serving gateway part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15 and

the PDN-GW module 921 provides the functions of the
PDN gateway part of the SGW/PDN-GW 15. The PSS
management module manages the Packet-Switched
Streaming Services functions of the SGW/PDN-GW 15
in cooperation with the SGW module 920 and the PDN-
GW module 921.

MBMS Service Provision via Unicast and/or Broad-
cast/Multicast - Overview

[0075] Figure 10 is a high-level flow chart illustrating a
procedure implemented by the communication system 1
to provide selectively an MBMS service by unicast and/or
by broadcast/multicast in dependence on the number of
mobile communication devices 3 interested in receiving
that MBMS service.
[0076] As seen in Figure 10 the procedure begins with
the initiation of a new MBMS service (S1) by the BM-SC
12 requesting the start of an associated MBMS session
via the MBMS-GW 10 for a particular coverage area. Be-
fore the requested MBMS session is initiated, a counting
procedure is undertaken to determine the number of mo-
bile communication devices 3 indicating an interest (’in-
terested mobile communication devices’) in receiving the
requested MBMS service (S2). The counting procedure
includes counting mobile communication devices 3 that
are normally in idle mode (S2a) and mobile communica-
tion devices 3 that are in an active (or ’connected’) mode
(S2b). Once the total number of interested mobile com-
munication devices 3 in the coverage area has been
counted, the total is compared to a predetermined thresh-
old (’tBM’) above which provision of the MBMS service
via broadcast/multicast is considered to be viable (S3).
If the total number of interested mobile communication
devices 3 is found to be below the threshold ’tBM’, then
a procedure to provide the MBMS service, via unicast,
to each interested mobile communication device 3 is ac-
tivated (S4). Otherwise, if the total number of interested
mobile communication devices 3 is found to be above
the threshold ’tSM’, then a procedure to provide the MBMS
service via broadcast/multicast is initiated (S6).
[0077] The procedure to activate the MBMS service
via unicast comprises an initial procedure (S4a) followed
by a RAB setup procedure (S4b). The initial procedure
(S4a) involves the MCE 7 informing the BM-SC 12, via
the MME 9 and the MBMS-GW 10 that there are insuffi-
cient interested mobile communication devices 3 to war-
rant broadcast/multicast delivery. The RAB setup proce-
dure (S4b) involves setup of a respective radio access
bearer for delivering the MBMS service to each interested
mobile communication device 3 via unicast.
[0078] After delivery via unicast or broadcast/multicast
is setup, the counting and comparison procedure is pe-
riodically repeated (S5-1/S5-2) to determine if the
number of interested mobile communication devices 3 in
the coverage area for the MBMS service has changed
significantly. When the MBMS service is being delivered
via unicast and the number of interested users is deter-
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mined to have increased above the threshold tBM, deliv-
ery via broadcast/multicast is initiated (S6). Otherwise,
if the number of interested users remains below the
threshold tBM, delivery of the MBMS service via unicast
is maintained for each mobile communication device 3
already receiving it, and is activated for any interested
mobile communication devices 3 that are not already re-
ceiving it (S4). When the MBMS service is being delivered
via broadcast/multicast and the number of interested us-
ers is determined to have decreased below the threshold
tBM, delivery via broadcast/multicast is deactivated (S7)
and delivery of the MBMS service via unicast is activated
(S6) for each interested mobile communication devices
3 remaining in the coverage area. Otherwise, if the
number of interested users remains above the threshold
tBM, delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast
is maintained.
[0079] There are a number of different ways in which
the various stages of the procedure of Figure 10 may be
implemented including: a network centric approach in
which the network initiates the setup of each radio access
bearer for the provision of the MBMS service to a respec-
tive mobile communication device using unicast commu-
nication; and a so called ’UE’ centric approach in which
each mobile communication device wishing to receive
the MBMS service initiates the setup the radio access
bearer required for the provision of the MBMS service to
it via unicast communication.
[0080] The present embodiment makes use of a net-
work centric approach which will now be described in
more detail.

Network Centric Approach

[0081] Figures 11 to 18 illustrate, in more detail, the
steps (SI to S7) of the procedure of Figure 10 for counting
mobile communication devices, and for providing the
MBMS service via unicast and/or broadcast/multicast ac-
cordingly according to the present embodiment. The pro-
cedure illustrated in Figures 11 to 18 is a network centric
approach in which the network is responsible for initiating
setup of unicast communication.
[0082] For simplicity, in Figures 11 to 18, the actions
of the MBMS-GW and the BM-SC are combined.

(SI) MBMS Session Service Start

[0083] Figure 11 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the MBMS session service start phase (S1) of the
procedure of Figure 10 in more detail.
[0084] As seen in Figure 11 the BM-SC 12 initiates an
MBMS session via the MBMS-GW 10. To request initia-
tion of the MBMS service, the MBMS-GW 10 sends an
MBMS Session Start Request to the MME 9 effectively
requesting initiation of a broadcast/multicast session for
delivery of the MBMS service. The MBMS Session Start
Request comprises information including (among other
information):

an MBMS Service ID for identifying the MBMS serv-
ice to which the request relates;
an MBMS session ID for identifying the MBMS ses-
sion to be used to provide the MBMS service;
an Evolved Packet System (EPS) Radio Access
Bearer (RAB) Quality of Service information element
identifying, for example, QoS parameters such as
end to end delay, bit error rates etc;
an MBMS Service Area identifier identifying the area
(e.g. a cell or group of cells) in which the MBMS
session is made available;
an IP Multicast address identifying the IP address
from which the MBMS data is distributed; and

an IP source address.
[0085] The MBMS Session Start Request is forwarded
by the MME 9 to the MCE 7. In this embodiment the
forwarded MBMS Session Start Request includes infor-
mation for notifying the MCE 7 that counting of the inter-
ested mobile communication devices 3 is required before
delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast can
be allowed. In response to the MBMS Session Start Re-
quest, therefore, the MCE 7 determines that the proce-
dure for counting the interested mobile communication
devices 3 should be initiated for the MBMS service to
which the MBMS Service ID relates.
[0086] To initiate the counting procedure, the MCE 7
sends an MBMS Service Counting Request to each base
station 5 in the coverage area (e.g. the MBSFN area) to
inform the base station 5 that counting should commence
for the identified MBMS Service. The MBMS Service
Counting Request includes the identity of the MBMS
Service (MBMS Service ID) and the MBMS service area
(MBMS Service Area).
[0087] On receipt of the MBMS Service Counting Re-
quest each base station 5 in the coverage area indicates
to the mobile communication devices 3 it serves that
counting is required to receive the MBMS service. In this
embodiment, the base station 5 provides this indication
in System Information, which is periodically broadcast to
the mobile communication devices. Thus, the mobile
communication device 3 is able to determine that it is
required to expressly indicate to the base station 5 that
it is interested in receiving the MBMS service.

(S2) Count Mobile Communication Devices ’Interested’ 
in Receiving the MBMS Service

[0088] Figures 12 and 13 are simplified timing dia-
grams illustrating, in more detail, the phase of the proce-
dure (S2) shown in Figure 10, for counting the mobile
communication devices 3 that are interested in receiving
a particular MBMS Service.
[0089] Specifically, Figure 12 illustrates the part of the
procedure (S2a) for counting the mobile communication
devices 3 that are in idle mode, and Figure 13 illustrates
the part of the procedure (S2b) for counting the mobile
communication devices 3 that are active.
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(S2a) Idle mobile communication device Count

[0090] As seen in Figure 12, in this embodiment, after
the counting procedure has been initiated, when a mobile
communication device 3 in idle mode is interested in re-
ceiving one or more MBMS services, the mobile commu-
nication device 3 initiates a temporary RRC connection
by generating and sending an RRC Connection Request.
The base station 5 responds by sending an RRC Con-
nection Setup message to allow the mobile communica-
tion device 3 to setup the RRC connection. On setup of
the connection, the mobile communication device 3 gen-
erates an RRC Connection Setup Complete message,
including a Network ID and a registered core network ID,
to indicate successful setup of the RRC connection and
sends it to the base station 5.
[0091] However, in addition to the Network ID and a
registered core network ID, the mobile communication
device 3 also incorporates a NULL Non Access Stratum
(NAS) message (a message in which a NAS Information
Element has a length set to zero) into the RRC Connec-
tion Setup Complete message, when requesting the RRC
connection establishment.
[0092] In parallel, after the counting procedure has
been initiated by the base station 5 (in response to receipt
of the MBMS Service Counting Request in phase (1)),
the base station 5 begins to monitor RRC signalling, from
the mobile communication devices 3 it serves, for the
presence of NULL NAS messages. On receipt of a mes-
sage incorporating a NULL NAS message the base sta-
tion 5 determines that the mobile communication device
3 from which it has received the message has initiated
the RRC connection for the purposes of the MBMS count-
ing procedure and accordingly, in this embodiment, does
not progress the connection further into the network (e.g.
by generating further connection setup messages and
sending them to the MME 9). In this manner this embod-
iment has the benefit of reducing signalling.
[0093] At this stage, the base station 5 does not yet
know the identity of the MBMS Service that the mobile
communication device 3 is interested in because there
may be several MBMS Services for which counting is
required. Accordingly, the base station 5 waits for further
signalling from the mobile communication device 3.
[0094] In order to inform the base station 5 of the
MBMS service for which the temporary RRC connection
was initiated, the mobile communication device 3 gener-
ates a RRC MBMS Counting Report incorporating an
MBMS Service ID for identifying the MBMS service which
the mobile communication device 3 is interested in re-
ceiving, and sends it to the base station 5. It will be ap-
preciated that, if the mobile communication device 3 is
interested in receiving more than one MBMS service from
among those for which a counting procedure is being
undertaken, then the mobile communication device 3 in-
cludes all the interested MBMS services
[0095] On receipt of the RRC MBMS Counting Report,
the base station 5 stores information identifying the mo-

bile communication device 3 from which it received the
message, in association with the identity of MBMS serv-
ice for which the mobile communication device 3 has
indicated an interest. In this manner, the base station 5
compiles a ’count’ list of the mobile communication de-
vices 3 that were in the idle mode when the MBMS service
was initiated, without requiring setup of a full RRC con-
nection. The base station 5 can then release the tempo-
rary (and partial) RRC connection by sending an RRC
Connection Release message to the mobile communi-
cation device 3.

(S2b) Active mobile communication device Count

[0096] As seen in Figure 13, after the counting proce-
dure has been initiated, when a mobile communication
device 3 in active mode is interested in receiving one or
more MBMS services, the mobile communication device
3 indicates its interest in receiving a particular MBMS
service by sending an RRC MBMS Counting Report in-
corporating the identity of that MBMS service as part of
the already established RRC connection.
[0097] On receipt of the RRC MBMS Counting Report,
the base station 5 stores information identifying the mo-
bile communication device 3 from which it received the
message, in association with the identity of MBMS serv-
ice for which the mobile communication device 3 has
indicated an interest. In this manner, the base station 5
includes mobile communication devices 3 with an active
connection in the count list for that MBMS service along
with any interested idle mode mobile communication de-
vices 3. The base station 5 does not need to release the
RRC connection in this case because it is in use for other
purposes by the active mobile communication device 3.

(S3) Comparison with threshold

[0098] Figure 14 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the threshold comparison phase (S3) of the proce-
dure of Figure 10 in more detail.
[0099] As seen in Figure 14, after the mobile commu-
nication devices 3 served by a base station 5 have indi-
cate their interest in receiving an MBMS service and the
base station 5 has collated the results in the count list,
the base station 5 generates the resulting ’counting re-
sult’ which, in this embodiment, comprises a list of iden-
tifiers for the interested mobile communication devices
3, and incorporates this into an MBMS Service Counting
Response message, in association with the identity of
the MBMS service (MBMS Service ID) to which the list
relates, and sends the MBMS Service Counting Re-
sponse message to the MCE 7.
[0100] On receipt of MBMS Service Counting Re-
sponse messages from all the base stations 5 in the cov-
erage area (e.g. MBSFN area) for the MBMS service to
which the messages relate, the MCE 7 determines the
total number of interested mobile communication devices
3, including both idle mode and active mobile communi-
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cation devices 3, and compares the result with the pre-
determined broadcast threshold tBM.

(S4) MBMS Service via Unicast - Activation

[0101] Figures 15 and 16 are simplified timing dia-
grams illustrating the MBMS service via unicast activa-
tion phase (S4) of the procedure of Figure 10 in more
detail. Specifically, Figure 15 illustrates an initial part of
the unicast activation phase (S4) in which the unicast
delivery is initiated, and Figure 16 illustrates a further part
of the unicast activation phase (S4) in which the radio
access bearers for unicast communication are setup.

(S4a) Initial Procedure

[0102] As seen in Figure 15, when the comparison per-
formed by the MCE 7 determines that the total number
of interested mobile communication devices 3, including
both idle mode and active mobile communication devices
3, is less than the predetermined broadcast threshold
tBM, the MCE 7 generates a diagnostic response mes-
sage and sends it to the MME 9. The diagnostic response
message comprises an MBMS Session Start Response
message incorporating the identity of the MBMS service
to which it relates and information indicating a so called
’failure cause’ to be that the ’number of interested UEs
is under a threshold for broadcast delivery’.
[0103] The MME 9 forwards the MBMS Session Start
Response message to MBMS-GW 10 which, in turn in-
forms the BM-SC 12. Accordingly, the BM-SC 12 is able
to establish that resources will be setup for delivering the
MBMS services via unicast directly to each interested
mobile communication device 3.
[0104] Further to sending the MBMS Session Start Re-
sponse message indicating a failure to setup delivery us-
ing broadcast/multicast, the MCE 7 sends the list of in-
terested mobile communication devices 3 for the MBMS
service to the MME 9, so that the MME 9 can request
each base station 5 to setup a radio bearer towards each
interested mobile communication device 3 that the base
station 5 serves. Specifically, the MCE 7 generates an
MBMS Session Information Indication incorporating the
identity of the MBMS service and a list of Evolved Packet
System UE temporary identities (EPS UE temporary IDs)
including an ID for each interested mobile communication
device 3.

(S4b) Network Initiated RAB Setup Procedure

[0105] As seen in Figure 16, after sending the MBMS
Session Information Indication, the MME 9 triggers the
setup of radio bearers for providing the unicast delivery
of the MBMS service. In this embodiment, this process
is initiated by sending a message requesting the setup
of an E-UTRAN radio access bearer (E-RAB Setup Re-
quest) to base station 5 over the MME-S1 interface 602.
The E-RAB Setup Request includes, among other things:

an identifier for the E-RAB being setup (E-RAB ID); EPS
Radio Access Bearer Quality of Service information; an
NAS message incorporating an EPS bearer context ac-
tivation request; the identity of the MBMS service (MBMS
service ID); and the IP multicast address for the MBMS
service.
[0106] Thanks to the presence of the IP multicast ad-
dress received in the Radio Access Bearer Setup Re-
quest from the MME 9, the base station 5 is able to per-
form a joining operation, if appropriate (e.g. if not previ-
ously carried out for the MBMS service), for each inter-
ested mobile communication device 3. The joining oper-
ation is the process by which a particular user ’joins’ (or
becomes a member of) a particular multicast group, for
example by the user indicating to the network that he/she
wants to receive multicast mode data for a specific MBMS
bearer service.
[0107] The base station 5 generates an RRC Connec-
tion Reconfiguration message incorporating an identity
of the radio bearer (Radio Bearer ID), the identity of the
MBMS service (MBMS service ID), and an NAS mes-
sage, and sends it to the mobile communication device
to initiate configuration of the radio bearer at the mobile
communication device 3. Once configuration of the radio
bearer is complete, the mobile communication device 3
generates an RRC Connection Reconfiguration Com-
plete message and sends it to the base station 5 to indi-
cate completion.
[0108] To complete the radio access bearer setup part
(S4b) of the unicast activation procedure (S4) the base
station 5 generates an E-RAB Setup Response message
and sends it to the MME 9. The E-RAB Setup Response
message incorporates respective identifiers for uniquely
identifying the mobile communication device 3 over the
S 1 interface within the base station 5 and over the S1
interface within the MME 9 (MME UE S1AP ID and eNB
UE S1AP ID) and the identity of the E-UTRAN radio ac-
cess bearer (E-RAB ID).

(S5-1/S6) MBMS Service via Broadcast/Multicast Acti-
vation (during Unicast provision)

[0109] Figure 17 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast activation
phase (S6) of the procedure of Figure 10 in more detail
following the periodic recount of the number of interested
mobile communication devices 3 (both idle and active)
and associated threshold comparison (S5-1). Specifical-
ly, Figure 17 illustrates a situation in which the broad-
cast/multicast activation phase follows delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast (e.g. the periodic recount/com-
parison (S5-1) has indicated that the number of interest-
ed mobile communication devices 3 (both idle and active)
has risen above the broadcast threshold tBM).
[0110] While the service is being delivered via unicast
transmission, the MME 9 provides an indication to the
MCE 7, so that the MCE 7 knows to perform a periodic
recount of interested mobile communication devices for
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a given MBMS service. Specifically, an MBMS Session
Start Request with a dedicated information so called "uni-
cast delivery ongoing" can be used.
[0111] As seen in Figure 17, when the periodic re-
count/comparison (S5-1) indicates that the number of in-
terested mobile communication devices 3 has risen
above the broadcast threshold tBM, the MCE 7 initiates
provision of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast.
The delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast
is setup using conventional procedures (e.g. the proce-
dures defined in the current version of the relevant 3GPP
standard) which a skilled person would readily under-
stand, and which are therefore not described in detail
here.
[0112] In this embodiment, after delivery of the MBMS
service via broadcast/multicast has been setup (which
can be indicated to the MME 9 using a MBMS Session
Start Indication including the MBMS service), the MME
9 initiates deactivation of the direct unicast delivery of
the MBMS services by unicast to individual mobile com-
munication devices 3. This is possible because, in this
network centric approach, the MME 9 advantageously
knows which mobile communication devices 3 have a
unicast bearer for the MBMS service.
[0113] In this embodiment, the MME 9 triggers the de-
activation of the direct unicast delivery of the MBMS serv-
ices by generating a radio bearer release request (e.g.
an E-RAB Release Command incorporating a list identi-
fying each radio access bearer to be released) and send-
ing it to the base station 5. In response to the radio bearer
release request, the base station 5 and each affected
mobile communication device 3 cooperate to release the
associated MBMS delivery radio bearer, after which the
base station 5 acknowledges completion by sending a
completion message (E-RAB Release Complete) to the
MME 9.

(S5-2/S7) MBMS Service via Broadcast/Multicast Deac-
tivation

[0114] Figure 18 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast deactiva-
tion phase (S7) of the procedure of Figure 10 in more
detail following the periodic recount of the number of in-
terested mobile communication devices 3 (both idle and
active) and associated threshold comparison (S5-2).
Specifically, Figure 18 illustrates a situation in which the
broadcast/multicast deactivation phase (S7) follows a
periodic recount/comparison (S5-2) indicating that the
number of interested mobile communication devices 3
(both idle and active) has fallen from above to below the
broadcast threshold tBM.
[0115] As seen in Figure 18, when the periodic re-
count/comparison (S5-2) indicates that the number of in-
terested mobile communication devices 3 has fallen be-
low the broadcast threshold tBM, the MCE 7 initiates de-
activation of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast.
The delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast

is deactivated using conventional procedures (e.g. the
procedures defined in the current version of the relevant
3GPP standard) which a skilled person would readily un-
derstand, and which are therefore not described in detail
here.
[0116] Deactivation of delivery of the MBMS service
via broadcast/multicast is indicated by the MCE 7 to MME
8 using a MBMS Session Stop Request. The MBMS Ses-
sion Stop Request includes: a dedicated information el-
ement indicating the cause of the stop request to be
"number of interested UEs under a threshold for broad-
cast delivery" and a MBMS Session Information Indica-
tion including the MBMS service ID and the list of EPS
UE temporary IDs. After delivery of the MBMS service
via broadcast/multicast has been deactivated, the MME
9 initiates (re)activation of the direct unicast delivery of
the MBMS services by unicast to individual mobile com-
munication devices 3 (e.g. as described above for the
MBMS service via unicast activation phase (S4)).

Summary - Network Centric Approach

[0117] In summary, therefore, using the network cen-
tric approach, the MME 9 triggers the delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast further to indication of relevant
interested mobile communication devices 3 for each
MBMS service from the MCE 7. The MCE 7 effectively
informs the MME 9 when broadcast/multicast transmis-
sion of an MBMS service cannot be set up because of
the low number of interested mobile communication de-
vices 3 in some MBSFN areas of the MBMS service area.
The IP multicast address and the MBMS service ID are
included in the radio bearer setup request from the MME
9 to the LTE radio access network. The MBMS service
ID is included in the radio bearer setup request from the
LTE radio access network to the mobile communication
device 3. Thus, by knowing the radio bearer that is as-
sociated with the MBMS service delivered via unicast,
the MME 9 is able to trigger a release of that bearer when
it is notified by the MCE 7 that the broadcast/multicast
delivery of the MBMS service has been activated.

Network Centric Approach - Possible Variations

[0118] As those skilled in the art will appreciate, there
are a number of possible variations that could be made
to the network centric approach described above whilst
still benefiting from the inventions embodied therein. A
number of these will now be described, by way of exam-
ple only, to illustrate the flexibility of the network approach
to be adapted, depending on requirements, whilst still
providing the same or similar benefits.

(S2a) Idle Mode mobile communication device Counting 
- Variation 1

[0119] Figure 19 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing a first possible variation of the idle mode part (S2a)
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of the counting phase (S2) of Figure 12 that might be
used in a further embodiment.
[0120] As seen in Figure 19, as described for the pre-
vious embodiment, after the counting procedure has
been initiated, when a mobile communication device 3
in idle mode is interested in receiving one or more MBMS
services, the mobile communication device 3 initiates a
temporary RRC connection by generating and sending
an RRC Connection Request. The base station 5 re-
sponds by sending an RRC Connection Setup message
to allow the mobile communication device 3 to setup the
RRC connection. On setup of the connection the mobile
communication device 3 generates an RRC Connection
Setup Complete message, including a Network ID and a
registered core network ID, to indicate successful setup
of the RRC connection, and sends the generated mes-
sage to the base station 5.
[0121] As described for the previous embodiment, in
addition to the Network ID and a registered core network
ID, the mobile communication device 3 also incorporates
a NULL Non Access Stratum (NAS) message (a mes-
sage in which a NAS Information Element has a length
set to zero) into the RRC Connection Setup Complete
message, when requesting the RRC connection estab-
lishment.
[0122] Unlike the previous embodiment, however, the
base station 5 does not monitor RRC signalling for the
presence of NULL NAS messages. Instead, the base sta-
tion treats the RRC connection as normal (according to
the current 3GPP standards) by generating an Initial UE
Message and sending it to the MME 9. The Initial UE
Message incorporates an identifier (e.g. an application
identifier) for uniquely identifying the mobile communica-
tion device 3 over S1 interface within the base station 5
(eNB UE S1AP ID), a further ’temporary identifier’ (UE
temporary ID), and the NAS message. However, it will
be appreciated, that unlike a conventional Initial UE Mes-
sage, the NAS Message carried by the Initial UE Mes-
sage in this case is a NULL NAS Message having an
NAS PDU set to zero.
[0123] In response to the Initial UE Message, and more
specifically the NULL NAS message carried by it, the
MME 9 responds by generating, in this embodiment, a
context release message (UE S 1 Context Release Com-
mand) or another appropriate S 1 message and sending
it to the base station 5, because the MME 9 is unable to
handle the NULL NAS message. The UE S1 Context
Release Command incorporates an indication (a ’cause
IE’) that the reason for the release is the presence of the
NULL NAS Message in the Initial UE Message (cause
IE=NULL NAS message). On the receipt of the context
release message, the base station 5 infers that the orig-
inal RRC connection request was sent for the purposes
of the MBMS counting procedure.
[0124] At this stage, the base station does not yet know
the identity of the MBMS Service that the mobile com-
munication device 3 is interested in because there may
be several MBMS Services for which counting is re-

quired. Accordingly, the base station 5 waits for further
signalling from the mobile communication device 3.
[0125] In order to inform the base station 5 of the
MBMS service for which the temporary RRC connection
was initiated, the mobile communication device 3 gener-
ates a RRC MBMS Counting Report incorporating an
MBMS Service ID for identifying the MBMS service which
the mobile communication device 3 is interested in re-
ceiving, and sends it to the base station 5.
[0126] On receipt of the RRC MBMS Counting Report,
the base station 5 stores information identifying the mo-
bile communication device 3 from which it received the
message, in association with the identity of MBMS serv-
ice for which the mobile communication device 3 has
indicated an interest. In this manner, the base station 5
compiles a ’count’ list of the mobile communication de-
vices 3 that were in the idle mode when the MBMS service
was initiated, without requiring setup of a full RRC con-
nection. The base station 5 can then release the tempo-
rary (and partial) RRC connection by sending an RRC
Connection Release message to the mobile communi-
cation device 3.
[0127] Accordingly, this embodiment has the benefit
that it avoids the need for the base station to be adapted
to screen RRC Connection Requests for NULL NAS mes-
sages, albeit at the expense of an increased signalling
overhead.

(S2a) Idle Mode mobile communication device Counting 
- Variation 2

[0128] Figure 20 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing another possible variation of the idle mode part (S2a)
of the counting phase (S2) of Figure 12 that might be
used in a further embodiment.
[0129] As seen in Figure 20, as described for the pre-
vious embodiments, after the counting procedure has
been initiated, when a mobile communication device 3
in idle mode is interested in receiving one or more MBMS
services, the mobile communication device 3 initiates a
temporary RRC connection by generating and sending
an RRC Connection Request. The base station 5 re-
sponds by sending an RRC Connection Setup message
to allow the mobile communication device 3 to setup the
RRC connection. On setup of the connection, the mobile
communication device 3 generates an RRC Connection
Setup Complete message, including a Network ID and a
registered core network ID, to indicate successful setup
of the RRC connection, and sends the generated mes-
sage to the base station 5.
[0130] Like the previous embodiments, the mobile
communication device 3 includes a Network ID, a regis-
tered core network ID, and a NULL Non Access Stratum
(NAS) message in the RRC Connection Setup Complete
message. Unlike the previous embodiments, however,
the mobile communication device 3 also includes an
MBMS Counting Report that incorporates an MBMS
Service ID (or a list of such IDs), for identifying the MBMS
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service(s) that the mobile communication device 3 is in-
terested in receiving.
[0131] On receipt of the RRC Connection Setup Com-
plete message, the base station 5 identifies the MBMS
service(s) listed in the MBMS Counting Report incorpo-
rated within the RRC Connection Setup Complete and
determines that the RRC connection request was sent
for the purposes of the MBMS counting procedure.
[0132] Moreover, since the base station 5 knows the
identity of the MBMS Service(s) that the mobile commu-
nication device 3 is interested in, the base station 5 does
not have to wait for further signalling from the mobile
communication device 3. Thus, the base station 5 can
store information identifying the mobile communication
device 3 from which it received the message, in associ-
ation with the identity of MBMS service(s) for which the
mobile communication device 3 has indicated an interest.
In this manner, the base station 5 compiles a ’count’ list
of the mobile communication devices 3 that were in the
idle mode when the MBMS service was initiated, without
requiring setup of a full RRC connection. The base station
5 can then release the temporary (and partial) RRC con-
nection by sending an RRC Connection Release mes-
sage to the mobile communication device 3.
[0133] Accordingly, this variation advantageously
avoids the need for significant further signalling, for ex-
ample, by avoiding the need to send any NAS message
to the EPS core network 8.

(S4b) Network Initiated RAB Setup Procedure - Variation

[0134] Figure 21 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing a possible variation of the network initiated RAB setup
part (S4b) of the MBMS service via unicast activation
phase (S4) of Figure 16, which might be used in a further
embodiment.
[0135] As seen in Figure 21, like the first embodiment,
after sending the MBMS Session Information Indication,
the MME 9 triggers the setup of radio bearers for provid-
ing the unicast delivery of the MBMS service. However,
unlike the first embodiment, in this variation, the process
begins by generating a message for triggering bearer
setup via the SGW/PDN-GW 15 (e.g. a Bearer Resource
Command or Create Session Request) and sending the
generated message to the SGW/PDN-GW 15. The mes-
sage for triggering bearer setup incorporates appropriate
information such as, for example, an identifier of the mo-
bile communication device 3 (UE permanent ID), an iden-
tifier for the radio access bearer (Linked EPS Bearer ID),
and access point identifier (APN - e.g. the IP multicast
address), and/or (MBMS) Quality of Service Information.
[0136] In response to receiving the message for trig-
gering bearer setup, the SGW/PDN-GW 15 responds by
generating an associated response message for setting
up the bearers for unicast procedure in accordance with
a conventional PSS procedures (e.g. as defined in the
relevant 3GPP standards) as would readily be under-
stood be a skilled person. This message is then sent to

the MME 9 to allow the MME 9 to co-ordinate the rest of
the procedure.
[0137] The MME 9 generates and sends a message
requesting the setup of an E-UTRAN radio access bearer
(E-RAB Setup Request) to base station 5. The base sta-
tion 5 generates an RRC Connection Reconfiguration
message incorporating an identity of the radio bearer
(Radio Bearer ID) and an NAS message, and sends it to
the mobile communication device to initiate configuration
of the radio bearer at the mobile communication device
3. Once configuration of the radio bearer is complete, the
mobile communication device 3 generates an RRC Con-
nection Reconfiguration Complete message and sends
it to the base station 5 to indicate completion.
[0138] To complete the radio access bearer setup part
(S4b) of the unicast activation procedure (S4) the base
station 5 generates an E-RAB Setup Response message
and sends it to the MME 9. The E-RAB Setup Response
message incorporates respective identifiers for uniquely
identifying the mobile communication device 3 over the
S 1 interface within the base station 5 and over the S1
interface within the MME 9 (MME UE S1AP ID and eNB
UE S1AP ID) and the identity of the E-UTRAN radio ac-
cess bearer (E-RAB ID).
[0139] Accordingly, in this variation, the MME 9 triggers
the new Bearer Resource allocation by signalling towards
the Serving/PDN Gateways 15 rather than the base sta-
tion 5. This variation advantageously makes use of key
features of a legacy EPS architecture to provide unicast
using PSS thereby providing for improved backwards
compatibility.

UE Centric Approach

[0140] Figures 22 and 23 illustrate, in more detail, key
steps of the procedure of Figure 10 for counting mobile
communication devices, and for providing the MBMS
service via unicast and/or broadcast/multicast according
to another embodiment. The procedure illustrated in Fig-
ures 22 and 23 is a UE centric approach in which the
mobile communication device 3 is responsible for initiat-
ing setup of unicast communication.
[0141] In this embodiment, the UE centric approach,
the MBMS session service start phase (SI), the counting
phase (S2, S2a, S2b), and the threshold comparison
phase (S3) proceed essentially as described for the first
embodiment for Figures 11 to 14, although it will be ap-
preciated that the variations to the counting phase may
be employed in other embodiments.
[0142] In this embodiment, however, a variation on the
unicast activation phase (S4) is employed.

(S4) MBMS Service via Unicast - Activation (UE Centric 
Approach)

[0143] Figure 22 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the variation of the unicast activation phase (S4) for
the UE centric approach to the implementation of the
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procedure in Figure 10, in more detail.

(S4a) Initial Procedure (UE Centric Approach)

[0144] As seen in Figure 22, when the comparison per-
formed by the MCE 7 determines that the total number
of interested mobile communication devices 3, including
both idle mode and active mobile communication devices
3, is less than the predetermined broadcast threshold
tBM, the MCE 7 generates a ’failure indicating’ response
message and sends it to the MME 9. The diagnostic re-
sponse message effectively indicates, to the MME 9, that
the attempt to setup delivery of the MBMS service via
broadcast/multicast has failed. The response message
comprises an MBMS Session Start Response message
incorporating the identity of the MBMS service to which
it relates and information indicating the reason for the
failure to be that the ’number of interested UEs is under
a threshold for broadcast delivery’.
[0145] The MME 9 forwards the MBMS Session Start
Response message to MBMS-GW 10, which in turn in-
forms the BM-SC 12. In this embodiment, the BM-SC
establishes that the resources for establishing unicast
delivery of the MBMS service will be setup using the PSS
architecture 1-2.
[0146] At this stage, unlike the previous embodiments,
delivery of the MBMS service is not initiated by the net-
work, instead it is initiated by each mobile communication
device 3 wishing to receive the MBMS service.

(S4b) UE Initiated RAB Setup Procedure (UE Centric Ap-
proach)

[0147] Each mobile communication device 3 interest-
ed in receiving a particular MBMS service, in this embod-
iment, monitors for setup of MBMS service delivery via
broadcast/multicast by monitoring the MBMS control
channel for the corresponding MBMS service ID.
[0148] When the MBMS service is not made available,
the RRC layers of the mobile communication device 3
detect the absence of the expected MBMS Service ID on
the control channel, when the counting procedure has
stopped, and signals the absence to the application lay-
ers.
[0149] Upon receipt of an indication from the radio lay-
ers that the MBMS Service ID is not present, the appli-
cation layers in the mobile communication device 3 initi-
ate setup of the radio bearers for unicast delivery of the
service via the PSS architecture 1-2 using conventional
legacy mechanisms (e.g. as described in the relevant
3GPP standards).

(S5-1/S6) MBMS Service via Broadcast/Multicast Acti-
vation (during Unicast provision - UE Centric Approach)

[0150] Figure 23 is a simplified timing diagram illustrat-
ing the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast activation
phase (S6) for the UE centric approach to the implemen-

tation of the procedure in Figure 10, in more detail. The
activation phase (S6) is illustrated following the periodic
recount of the number of interested mobile communica-
tion devices 3 (both idle and active) and associated
threshold comparison (S5-1). Specifically, Figure 23 il-
lustrates a situation in which the broadcast/multicast ac-
tivation phase follows delivery of the MBMS service via
unicast (e.g. the periodic recount/comparison (S5-1) has
indicated that the number of interested mobile commu-
nication devices 3 (both idle and active) has risen above
the broadcast threshold tSM).
[0151] As seen in Figure 23, when the periodic re-
count/comparison (S5-1) indicates that the number of in-
terested mobile communication devices 3 has risen
above the broadcast threshold tBM, the MCE 7 initiates
provision of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast.
The delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multicast
is setup using conventional procedures (e.g. the proce-
dures defined in the current version of the relevant 3GPP
standard) which a skilled person would readily under-
stand, and which are therefore not described in detail
here.
[0152] Unlike the network centric approach, however,
after delivery of the MBMS service via broadcast/multi-
cast has been setup, the MME 9 does not initiate deac-
tivation of the direct unicast delivery of the MBMS serv-
ices by unicast to individual mobile communication de-
vices 3 because the MME 9 does not know which mobile
communication devices 3 have a unicast bearer set up.
Accordingly, mobile communication devices 3 already re-
ceiving the MBMS service via unicast continue to do so
simultaneously with delivery of the MBMS service via
broadcast/multicast.

(S5-2/S7) MBMS Service via Broadcast/Multicast deac-
tivation (UE Centric Approach)

[0153] When the periodic recount/comparison (S5-2)
indicates that the number of interested mobile commu-
nication devices 3 has fallen below the broadcast thresh-
old tBM, the MCE 7 initiates deactivation of the MBMS
service via broadcast/multicast. The delivery of the
MBMS service via broadcast/multicast is deactivated us-
ing conventional procedures (e.g. the procedures de-
fined in the current version of the relevant 3GPP stand-
ard) which a skilled person would readily understand.
[0154] After delivery of the MBMS service via broad-
cast/multicast has been deactivated, the RRC layers of
the mobile communication device 3 detect the absence
of the MBMS Service ID on the MBMS control channel
and initiate (re)activation of unicast delivery as described
above for the MBMS service via unicast activation phase
(S4) according to the UE centric approach.

Summary - UE Centric Approach

[0155] In summary, therefore, in the UE centric ap-
proach, if the radio layers of the mobile communication
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device 3 detect that either: the counting procedure is over
and delivery of the service via broadcast/multicast has
not started; or a service that was previously delivered via
broadcast/multicast is no longer delivered via broad-
cast/multicast; then an indication is provided from the
radio layers to the application layers to indicate that the
mobile communication device 3 should make use of leg-
acy mechanisms to receive the service via unicast. The
application layer in the mobile communication device 3
that receives the MBMS service via unicast can indicate
receipt to the radio layers of the mobile communication
device 3 so that the mobile communication device 3 can
be counted for the MBMS services of interest. Then,
when broadcast is available, the radio layers of the mobile
communication device 3 indicate accordingly to the ap-
plication layer, which can then deactivate delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast using a NAS EPS bearer con-
text deactivation procedure requested by the UE.
[0156] The UE centric approach provides benefits in
terms of reduced impact of the implementation on the
network, and provides improved backwards compatibility
with legacy systems.

Other modifications and alternatives

[0157] A number of detailed embodiments and varia-
tions have been described above. As those skilled in the
art will appreciate, a number of modifications and alter-
natives can be made to the above embodiments and var-
iations whilst still benefiting from the inventions embodied
therein.
[0158] It will be appreciated that although many of the
logical/functional entities of the communication system
architectures 1-1 and 1-2 are described as physically
separate entities, two or more of the entities may be com-
bined into a single entity. For example, if the MCE 7 is
controlling one base station, the MCE 7 may be provided
as part of the base station 5 in which case the M2 interface
will be an internal logical interface within the base station
5. However, generally, as the MCE 7 controls more than
one base station, the M2 Interface will still be visible (to
the other base stations). Similarly, some or all of the func-
tionality of a single entity may be provided as physically
separate entities. For example, the SGW and PDN-GWs
need not be combined and may be provided separately.
[0159] It will be appreciated that although Figure 20
shows a NULL Non Access Stratum (NAS) message be-
ing incorporated into the RRC Connection Setup Com-
plete message the NAS message need not be a NULL
message but may be modified to any suitable value be-
cause the presence of the MBMS services list is sufficient
to indicate that the initiation of the active connection is
for the purposes of counting.
[0160] It will be appreciated that although in the above
embodiments the information identifying the number of
interested mobile communication devices is advanta-
geously provided as a list of information identifying each
interested device. The information may be provided as

a value (e.g. a cumulative total) representing the number
of interested mobile communication devices counted in
the counting procedure.
[0161] In the above embodiments, a mobile telephone
based telecommunications system was described. As
those skilled in the art will appreciate, the signalling tech-
niques described in the present application can be em-
ployed in other communications system. Other commu-
nications nodes or devices may include user devices
such as, for example, personal digital assistants, laptop
computers, web browsers, etc.
[0162] It will be appreciated that whilst, in the above
embodiments information is provided in the MBMS Ses-
sion Start Request for letting the MCE 7 know that count-
ing of interested mobile communication devices 3 is re-
quired before deciding to deliver an MBMS service using
broadcast/multicast transmission, the information could
be provided by other means. For example, the informa-
tion could be provided in advance, by the network oper-
ator, using OAM (Operation, Administration and Mainte-
nance) signalling to pre-configure the MCE 7 to perform
counting for all or specific MBMS services. Moreover, it
will be appreciated that the indication, to the mobile com-
munication devices 3, that counting for a particular
MBMS service is required may be provided to each mo-
bile communication device 3 via dedicated Radio Re-
source Control (RRC) signalling from the base station 5
that serves it.
[0163] In the embodiments described above, the var-
ious entities illustrated in Figures 3 to 9 are described as
having each including transceiver circuitry. Typically, this
circuitry will be formed by dedicated hardware circuits.
However, in some embodiments, part of the transceiver
circuitry may be implemented as software run by the cor-
responding controller.
[0164] In the above embodiments, a number of soft-
ware modules were described. As those skilled in the art
will appreciate, the software modules may be provided
in compiled or un-compiled form and may be supplied to
any of the various entities illustrated in Figures 3 to 9, as
a signal over a computer network, or on a recording me-
dium. Further, the functionality performed by part or all
of this software may be performed using one or more
dedicated hardware circuits. However, the use of soft-
ware modules is preferred as it facilitates the updating
of the various entities in order to update their functional-
ities.
[0165] Various other modifications will be apparent to
those skilled in the art and will not be described in further
detail here.
[0166] This application is based upon and claims the
benefit of priority from United Kingdom patent application
No. 1018855.5, filed on November 8, 2010, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein in its entirety by ref-
erence
[0167] The present application also includes the fol-
lowing numbered clauses:-
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1. A mobile communication device for a communi-
cation system, which communication system is op-
erable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Serv-
ice (MBMS) services, the mobile communication de-
vice comprising:

means for registering the mobile communication
device with a base station;
means for operating in an idle mode in which
the mobile communication device is registered
with the base station but does not have an active
connection to the base station;
means for determining the identity of an MBMS
service that is to be made available; and
means for indicating an interest in receiving said
MBMS service to said base station when said
determining means has determined that said
MBMS is to be made available;
wherein said indicating means is operable,
when said mobile communication device is in
said idle mode, to indicate said interest by:

initiating communications, with said base
station, to establish an active connection;
sending at least one message to said base
station, during or after establishment of said
active connection, to indicate that said es-
tablishment of an active connection is for
the purposes of indicating an interest in an
MBMS service.

2. A mobile communication device according to
clause 1 wherein said at least one message to indi-
cate that said establishment of an active connection
is for the purposes of indicating an interest in the
MBMS service comprises a non access stratum
(NAS) message configured to indicate that said es-
tablishment of an active connection is for the pur-
poses of indicating an interest in an MBMS service.
3. A mobile communication device according to
clause 2 wherein said non access stratum (NAS)
message is configured to indicate that said estab-
lishment of an active connection is for the purposes
of indicating an interest in an MBMS service by virtue
of having a length set to zero.
4. A mobile communication device according to
clause 2 or 3 wherein said non access stratum (NAS)
message is incorporated into a radio resource con-
trol (RRC) message.
5. A mobile communication device according to
clause 4 wherein said RRC message comprises an
RRC Connection Setup Complete message.
6. A mobile communication device according to any
preceding clause wherein said at least one message
to indicate that said establishment of an active con-
nection is for the purposes of indicating an interest
in an MBMS service comprises a message incorpo-
rating an identity of the MBMS service to which said

interest relates.
7. A mobile communication device according to
clause 6 wherein said at least one message incor-
porating an identity of the MBMS service comprises
a list of MBMS services in which said mobile com-
munication device is indicating an interest.
8. A mobile communication device according to
clause 6 or 7 wherein said message incorporating
an identity of the MBMS service comprises a radio
resource control (RRC) message.
9. A mobile communication device according to
clause 8 wherein said RRC message incorporating
an identity of the MBMS service comprises an RRC
Counting Report Message.
10. A mobile communication device according to
clause 8 wherein said RRC message incorporating
an identity of the MBMS service comprises an RRC
Connection Setup Complete message.
11. A mobile communication device according to any
preceding clause further comprising means for re-
ceiving a message for releasing said active connec-
tion from said base station before said active con-
nection is fully set up throughout said communication
system.
12. A base station for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the base station comprising:

means for registering a plurality of mobile com-
munication devices with the base station where-
in at least one of said mobile communication de-
vice is operating in an idle mode in which the
mobile communication device is registered but
does not have an active connection to the base
station;
means for receiving an indication that a proce-
dure should be initiated for counting the number
of mobile communication devices that indicate
an interest in receiving a specified MBMS serv-
ice and that are registered with the base station;
and
means for indicating, to said plurality of mobile
communication devices, the identity the speci-
fied MBMS service;
means for identifying an indication of interest in
the specified MBMS service from any of said
plurality of mobile communication devices;
wherein said identifying means is operable to
identify an indication of interest in the specified
MBMS service, from the at least one mobile
communication device operating in an idle
mode, by:

entering communications, with the at least
one mobile communication device operat-
ing in an idle mode, to establish an active
connection;
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receiving at least one message from the at
least one mobile communication device op-
erating in an idle mode, during or after es-
tablishment of said active connection, to in-
dicate that said establishment of an active
connection is for the purposes of indicating
an interest in said MBMS service;
determining that said establishment of an
active connection is for the purposes of in-
dicating an interest in said MBMS service;
and
identifying the MBMS service to which said
at least one message relates;

means for compiling information for identifying
a number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service;
and
means for providing, to a network entity, the
compiled information for identifying the number
of mobile communication devices that have in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service.

13. A base station according to clause 12 wherein
said at least one message to indicate that said es-
tablishment of an active connection is for the pur-
poses of indicating an interest in the MBMS service
comprises a non access stratum (NAS) message
configured to indicate that said establishment of an
active connection is for the purposes of indicating an
interest in an MBMS service.
14. A base station according to clause 13 wherein
said NAS message is configured to indicate that said
establishment of an active connection is for the pur-
poses of indicating an interest in an MBMS service
by virtue of having a length set to zero.
15. A base station according to clause 13 or 14
wherein said non access stratum (NAS) message is
incorporated into a radio resource control (RRC)
message.
16. A base station according to clause 15 wherein
said RRC message comprises an RRC Connection
Setup Complete message.
17. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
16, wherein said identifying means is operable to
determine, from said at least one message from the
at least one mobile communication device operating
in an idle mode, that said establishment of an active
connection is for the purposes of indicating an inter-
est in said MBMS service.
18. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
16 further comprising:

means for generating, during said communica-
tions, a message (e.g. an Initial UE message)
for indicating said mobile communication device
is attempting to establish said active connection,
which generated message includes an indica-

tion that said establishment of an active connec-
tion is for the purposes of indicating an interest
in an MBMS service (e.g. an NAS message such
as a NULL NAS message); and
means for sending, to a further network entity,
said message (e.g. a mobility management en-
tity (MME)) for indicating said mobile communi-
cation device is attempting to establish said ac-
tive connection.

19. A base station according to clause 18 further
comprising:

means for receiving, from said further network
entity, a response (e.g. a Release Command
such as an S1 Release Command) to said mes-
sage for indicating said mobile communication
device is attempting to establish said active con-
nection, which response comprises an indica-
tion that a cause of the release is the presence
of an indication (e.g. the NULL NAS message)
in said message for indicating said mobile com-
munication device is attempting to establish said
active connection.

20. A base station according to clause 19, wherein
said identifying means is operable to determine, from
said response, that said establishment of an active
connection is for the purposes of indicating an inter-
est in said MBMS service.
21. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
20 wherein said at least one message to indicate
that said establishment of an active connection is for
the purposes of indicating an interest in an MBMS
service comprises a message incorporating an iden-
tity of the MBMS service to which said interest re-
lates.
22. A base station according to clause 21 wherein
said message incorporating an identity of the MBMS
service comprises a list of MBMS services in which
said mobile communication device is indicating an
interest.
23. A base station according to clause 21 or 22
wherein said message incorporating an identity of
the MBMS service comprises a radio resource con-
trol (RRC) message.
24. A base station according to clause 23 wherein
said RRC message incorporating an identity of the
MBMS service comprises an RRC Counting Report
Message.
25. A base station according to clause 23 wherein
said RRC message incorporating an identity of the
MBMS service comprises an RRC Connection Setup
Complete message.
26. A base station according to any of clauses 21 to
25 wherein said identifying means is operable to de-
termine, from said message incorporating an identity
of the MBMS service, that said establishment of an
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active connection is for the purposes of indicating an
interest in said MBMS service.
27. A base station according to any of clauses 21 to
26 wherein said identifying means is operable to
identify, from said message incorporating an identity
of the MBMS service, the identity of said MBMS serv-
ice to which said at least one message, from the at
least one mobile communication device operating in
an idle mode, relates.
28. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
27 further comprising means for sending, to the at
least one mobile communication device from which
said at least one message has been received, a mes-
sage for releasing said active connection in response
to identifying said MBMS service to which said at
least one message, from the at least one mobile com-
munication device operating in an idle mode, relates.
29. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
28 wherein said compiled information comprises a
list identifying the or each mobile communication de-
vice that has indicated an interest in said MBMS serv-
ice.
30. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
29 wherein said compiled information comprises a
value indicating the number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service.
31. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
30 wherein said network entity to which said com-
piled information is provided comprises a multi-
cell/multicast coordination entity (MCE).
32. A base station according to any of clauses 12 to
30 wherein said network entity to which said com-
piled information is provided forms part of the base
station.
33. A network entity for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising:

means for receiving a request to start an MBMS
session for a specified MBMS service from a
further network entity;
means for determining that a procedure should
be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest
in receiving said specified MBMS service;
means for indicating, to at least one base station,
that said procedure should be initiated for count-
ing the number of mobile communication devic-
es that indicate an interest in receiving said
specified MBMS service and that are registered
with said at least one base station;
means for receiving, from said at least one base
station, information for identifying a number of
mobile communication devices that have indi-
cated an interest in the MBMS service, wherein
said number of mobile communication devices

that have indicated an interest in the MBMS
service includes at least one mobile communi-
cation device that was operating in an idle mode
when said counting procedure was initiated;
means for comparing said number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service with a predeter-
mined threshold;
means for generating, when said comparison in-
dicates that said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a response to said request to start an
MBMS session, wherein said response includes
an indication that initiation of said number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated
an interest in the MBMS service is below said
predetermined threshold; and
means for sending said generated response to
said further network entity.

34. A network entity as claimed in clause 33 wherein
said information for identifying a number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an inter-
est in the MBMS service comprises a list identifying
the or each mobile communication device that has
indicated an interest in said MBMS service.
35. A network entity as claimed in clause 34 further
comprising means for generating a message (e.g.
an MBMS Session Information Indication) compris-
ing information identifying the or each mobile com-
munication device that has indicated an interest in
said MBMS service; and means for sending said
generated message to said further network entity.
36. A network entity as claimed in clause 33 to 35
comprises a multi-cell/multicast coordination entity
(MCE).
37. A network entity as claimed in any of clauses 33
to 36 wherein said further network entity comprises
a mobility management entity (MME).
38. A network entity for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising:

means for determining that a procedure should
be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest
in receiving a specified MBMS service that is
currently being delivered via broadcast/multi-
cast;
means for indicating, to at least one base station,
that said procedure should be initiated for count-
ing the number of mobile communication devic-
es that indicate an interest in receiving said
specified MBMS service and that are registered
with said at least one base station;
means for receiving, from said at least one base
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station, information for identifying a number of
mobile communication devices that have indi-
cated an interest in the MBMS service, wherein
said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS
service includes at least one mobile communi-
cation device that was operating in an idle mode
when said counting procedure was initiated;
means for comparing said number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service with a predeter-
mined threshold;
means for generating, when said comparison in-
dicates that said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a message to stop said specified
MBMS service, wherein said response includes
an indication that said number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an inter-
est in the MBMS service is below said predeter-
mined threshold; and
means for sending said generated message to
a further network entity.

39. A network entity for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising:

means for sending, to a second network entity,
a request to start an MBMS session for a spec-
ified MBMS service;
means for receiving, from said second network
entity, a response to said request to start an
MBMS session, wherein said response includes
an indication that a number of mobile commu-
nication devices that have indicated an interest
in the MBMS service is below a predetermined
threshold; and
means for determining that said MBMS service
is to be delivered by unicast communication in
response to said indication that a number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated
an interest in the MBMS service is below a pre-
determined threshold.

40. A network entity as claimed in clause 39 further
comprising means for receiving, from said second
network entity, a message (e.g. an MBMS Session
Information Indication) comprising information iden-
tifying the or each mobile communication device that
has indicated an interest in said MBMS service; and
means for initiating delivery of said MBMS service
via unicast to the or each mobile communication de-
vice that has indicated an interest in said MBMS serv-
ice in response to receiving said message compris-
ing the information identifying the or each mobile

communication device that has indicated an interest
in said MBMS service.
41. A network entity as claimed in clause 40 wherein
said means for initiating delivery of said MBMS serv-
ice via unicast is operable to initiate delivery of said
MBMS service via unicast by generating and sending
at least one message (e.g. an E-RAB Setup Re-
quest, a Bearer Resource Command, and/or a Cre-
ate Session Request) to initiate a procedure to set
up a radio bearer for delivery of said MBMS service.
42. A network entity as claimed in clause 41 wherein
said at least one message to initiate a procedure to
set up a radio bearer for delivery of said MBMS serv-
ice comprises a request (e.g. an E-RAB Setup Re-
quest) to set up a radio bearer, and wherein said
means for initiating delivery of said MBMS service
via unicast is operable to send, to a base station with
which a mobile communication devices that has in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service, said request
to set up a radio bearer.
43. A network entity as claimed in clause 42 wherein:

said at least one message further comprises a
message to request a bearer resource (e.g. a
Bearer Resource Command) and/or to create a
communication session (e.g. a Create Session
Request); and
said means for initiating delivery of said MBMS
service via unicast is operable to:

send, to a third network entity, said mes-
sage to request a bearer resource and/or to
create a communication session is sent;
and
receive, from the third network entity, a re-
sponse to said message to request a bearer
resource and/or to create a communication
session.

44. A network entity as claimed in clause 43 wherein
said third network entity comprises a serving gate-
way (SGW) and/or a packet data network gateway
(PDN-GW).
45. A network entity as claimed in clause 43 or 44
said means for initiating delivery of said MBMS serv-
ice via unicast is operable to send said request to
set up a radio bearer in response to receipt of said
response to said message to request a bearer re-
source and/or to create a communication session.
46. A network entity for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising:

means for sending, to a second network entity,
a request to start an MBMS session for a spec-
ified MBMS service;
means for receiving, from said second network
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entity, a message to stop a specified MBMS
service that is currently being delivered by
broadcast/multicast, wherein said message in-
cludes an indication that said number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service is below said pre-
determined threshold; and
means for determining that said MBMS service
is to be delivered by unicast communication in
response to said indication that a number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated
an interest in the MBMS service is below a pre-
determined threshold.

47. A base station for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the base station comprising:

means for receiving, from a network entity, a re-
quest to set up a radio bearer for the delivery of
an MBMS service via unicast to a mobile com-
munication device;
means for generating, in response to receipt of
said request to set up a radio bearer, a message
(e.g. an RRC message such as an RRC Con-
nection Reconfiguration message) to configure
said radio bearer, at said mobile communication
device, for the delivery of the MBMS service via
unicast;
means for sending, to said mobile communica-
tion device, said generated message to config-
ure said radio bearer for the delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast;
means for receiving, from said mobile commu-
nication device, a message indicating (e.g. an
RRC message such as an RRC Connection
Reconfiguration Complete message) that said
radio bearer has been configured by said mobile
communication device for receipt of the MBMS
service via unicast;
means for generating, in response to receipt of
said message indicating that said radio bearer
has been configured by said mobile communi-
cation device for receipt of the MBMS service
via unicast, a response to said request to set up
a radio bearer for the delivery of the MBMS serv-
ice via unicast; and
means for sending said generated response to
said network entity.

48. A mobile communication device for a communi-
cation system, which communication system is op-
erable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Serv-
ice (MBMS) services, the mobile communication de-
vice comprising:

means for receiving, from a base station, a mes-

sage to configure a radio bearer for the delivery
of the MBMS service via unicast;
means for configuring said radio bearer for re-
ceipt of said MBMS service via unicast in re-
sponse to receipt of said message to configure
said radio bearer;
means for generating, a message indicating that
said radio bearer has been configured by said
mobile communication device for receipt of the
MBMS service via unicast; and
means for sending said generated message to
said base station.

49. A mobile communication device for a communi-
cation system, which communication system is op-
erable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Serv-
ice (MBMS) services, the mobile communication de-
vice comprising:

means for determining an identity of an MBMS
service that said mobile communication device
is to be made available;
means for indicating an interest in said MBMS
service to a network entity;
means for determining that an identifier of said
MBMS service in which said interest has been
indicated is absent from a control channel; and
means for initiating, in response to the absence
of said identifier, delivery of said MBMS service
in which said interest has been indicated via uni-
cast communication.

50. A mobile communication device for a communi-
cation system, which communication system is op-
erable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Serv-
ice (MBMS) services, the mobile communication de-
vice comprising:

means for determining an identity of an MBMS
service that is to be made available;
means for indicating an interest in said MBMS
service to a network entity;
means for determining that an identifier of said
MBMS service in which said interest has been
indicated is absent from a control channel; and
means for initiating, in response to the absence
of said identifier, delivery of said MBMS service
in which said interest has been indicated via uni-
cast communication.

51. A network entity for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Mobility Broadcast/Multicast Service (MBMS) serv-
ices, the network entity comprising:

means for receiving a request to start an MBMS
session for a specified MBMS service from a
further network entity;

45 46 



EP 3 346 736 A1

25

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

means for determining that a procedure should
be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest
in receiving said specified MBMS service;
means for indicating, to at least one base station,
that said procedure should be initiated for count-
ing the number of mobile communication devic-
es that indicate an interest in receiving said
specified MBMS service and that are registered
with said at least one base station;
means for receiving, from said at least one base
station, information for identifying a number of
mobile communication devices that have indi-
cated an interest in the MBMS service, wherein
said number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS
service includes at least one mobile communi-
cation device that was operating in an idle mode
when said counting procedure was initiated;
means for comparing said number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service with a predeter-
mined threshold;
means for generating, when said comparison in-
dicates that said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service is above said predetermined
threshold, a request to start an MBMS session
via broadcast delivery; and
means for generating, when said comparison in-
dicates that said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a response to said request to start an
MBMS session, wherein said response includes
an indication that initiation of said number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated
an interest in the MBMS service is below said
predetermined threshold;
means for generating, when said MBMS session
start indication is received while unicast delivery
is ongoing, a unicast radio bearer release to the
mobile communication device; and
means for sending said generated response to
said further network entity.

52. A method performed by a mobile communication
device of a communication system, which commu-
nication system is operable to deliver Mobility Broad-
cast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the method
comprising:

registering the mobile communication device
with a base station;
operating in an idle mode in which the mobile
communication device is registered with the
base station but does not have an active con-
nection to the base station;

determining the identity of an MBMS service that
is to be made available; and
indicating an interest in receiving said MBMS
service to said base station when said determin-
ing means has determined that said MBMS is
to be made available;
wherein said indicating step comprises, when
said mobile communication device is in said idle
mode, indicating said interest by:

initiating communications, with said base
station, to establish an active connection;
sending at least one message to said base
station, during or after establishment of said
active connection, to indicate that said es-
tablishment of an active connection is for
the purposes of indicating an interest in an
MBMS service.

53. A method performed by a base station of a com-
munication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising:

registering a plurality of mobile communication
devices with the base station wherein at least
one of said mobile communication device is op-
erating in an idle mode in which the mobile com-
munication device is registered but does not
have an active connection to the base station;
receiving an indication that a procedure should
be initiated for counting the number of mobile
communication devices that indicate an interest
in receiving a specified MBMS service and that
are registered with the base station; and
indicating, to said plurality of mobile communi-
cation devices, the identity the specified MBMS
service;
identifying an indication of interest in the speci-
fied MBMS service from any of said plurality of
mobile communication devices;
wherein said identifying step comprises identi-
fying an indication of interest in the specified
MBMS service, from the at least one mobile
communication device operating in an idle
mode, by:

entering communications, with the at least
one mobile communication device operat-
ing in an idle mode, to establish an active
connection;
receiving at least one message from the at
least one mobile communication device op-
erating in an idle mode, during or after es-
tablishment of said active connection, to in-
dicate that said establishment of an active
connection is for the purposes of indicating
an interest in said MBMS service;
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determining that said establishment of an
active connection is for the purposes of in-
dicating an interest in said MBMS service;
and
identifying the MBMS service to which said
at least one message relates;
compiling information for identifying a
number of mobile communication devices
that have indicated an interest in the MBMS
service; and
providing, to a network entity, the compiled
information for identifying the number of
mobile communication devices that have in-
dicated an interest in the MBMS service.

54. A method performed by a network entity of a
communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multi-
cast Service (MBMS) services, the method compris-
ing:

receiving a request to start an MBMS session
for a specified MBMS service from a further net-
work entity;
determining that a procedure should be initiated
for counting the number of mobile communica-
tion devices that indicate an interest in receiving
said specified MBMS service;
indicating, to at least one base station, that said
procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that
indicate an interest in receiving said specified
MBMS service and that are registered with said
at least one base station;
receiving, from said at least one base station,
information for identifying a number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service, wherein said
number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
includes at least one mobile communication de-
vice that was operating in an idle mode when
said counting procedure was initiated;
comparing said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service with a predetermined thresh-
old;
generating, when said comparison indicates
that said number of mobile communication de-
vices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a response to said request to start an
MBMS session, wherein said response includes
an indication that initiation of said number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated
an interest in the MBMS service is below said
predetermined threshold; and
sending said generated response to said further

network entity.

55. A method performed by a network entity of a
communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multi-
cast Service (MBMS) services, the method compris-
ing:

determining that a procedure should be initiated
for counting the number of mobile communica-
tion devices that indicate an interest in receiving
a specified MBMS service that is currently being
delivered via broadcast/multicast;
indicating, to at least one base station, that said
procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that
indicate an interest in receiving said specified
MBMS service and that are registered with said
at least one base station;
receiving, from said at least one base station,
information for identifying a number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service, wherein said
number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
includes at least one mobile communication de-
vice that was operating in an idle mode when
said counting procedure was initiated;
comparing said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service with a predetermined thresh-
old;
generating, when said comparison indicates
that said number of mobile communication de-
vices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a message to stop said specified
MBMS service, wherein said response includes
an indication that said number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an inter-
est in the MBMS service is below said predeter-
mined threshold; and
sending said generated message to a further
network entity.

56. A method performed by a network entity of a
communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multi-
cast Service (MBMS) services, the method compris-
ing:

sending, to a second network entity, a request
to start an MBMS session for a specified MBMS
service;
receiving, from said second network entity, a re-
sponse to said request to start an MBMS ses-
sion, wherein said response includes an indica-
tion that a number of mobile communication de-
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vices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below a predetermined thresh-
old; and
determining that said MBMS service is to be de-
livered by unicast communication in response
to said indication that a number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an inter-
est in the MBMS service is below a predeter-
mined threshold.

57. A method performed by a network entity of a
communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multi-
cast Service (MBMS) services, the network entity
comprising:

sending, to a second network entity, a request
to start an MBMS session for a specified MBMS
service;
receiving, from said second network entity, a
message to stop a specified MBMS service that
is currently being delivered by broadcast/multi-
cast, wherein said message includes an indica-
tion that said number of mobile communication
devices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold; and
determining that said MBMS service is to be de-
livered by unicast communication in response
to said indication that a number of mobile com-
munication devices that have indicated an inter-
est in the MBMS service is below a predeter-
mined threshold.

58. A method performed by a base station of a com-
munication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multicast
Service (MBMS) services, the method comprising:

receiving, from a network entity, a request to set
up a radio bearer for the delivery of an MBMS
service via unicast to a mobile communication
device;
generating, in response to receipt of said re-
quest to set up a radio bearer, a message (e.g.
an RRC message such as an RRC Connection
Reconfiguration message) to configure said ra-
dio bearer, at said mobile communication de-
vice, for the delivery of the MBMS service via
unicast;
sending, to said mobile communication device,
said generated message to configure said radio
bearer for the delivery of the MBMS service via
unicast;
receiving, from said mobile communication de-
vice, a message indicating (e.g. an RRC mes-
sage such as an RRC Connection Reconfigura-
tion Complete message) that said radio bearer

has been configured by said mobile communi-
cation device for receipt of the MBMS service
via unicast;
generating, in response to receipt of said mes-
sage indicating that said radio bearer has been
configured by said mobile communication de-
vice for receipt of the MBMS service via unicast,
a response to said request to set up a radio bear-
er for the delivery of the MBMS service via uni-
cast; and
sending said generated response to said net-
work entity.

59. A method performed by a mobile communication
device of a communication system, which commu-
nication system is operable to deliver Mobility Broad-
cast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the method
comprising:

receiving, from a base station, a message to
configure a radio bearer for the delivery of the
MBMS service via unicast;
configuring said radio bearer for receipt of said
MBMS service via unicast in response to receipt
of said message to configure said radio bearer;
generating, a message indicating that said radio
bearer has been configured by said mobile com-
munication device for receipt of the MBMS serv-
ice via unicast; and
sending said generated message to said base
station.

60. A method performed by a mobile communication
device of a communication system, which commu-
nication system is operable to deliver Mobility Broad-
cast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the method
comprising:

determining an identity of an MBMS service that
said mobile communication device is to be made
available;
indicating an interest in said MBMS service to a
network entity;
determining that an identifier of said MBMS serv-
ice in which said interest has been indicated is
absent from a control channel; and
initiating, in response to the absence of said
identifier, delivery of said MBMS service in which
said interest has been indicated via unicast com-
munication.
ommunication.

61. A method performed by a mobile communication
device of a communication system, which commu-
nication system is operable to deliver Mobility Broad-
cast/Multicast Service (MBMS) services, the method
comprising:
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determining an identity of an MBMS service that
is to be made available;
indicating an interest in said MBMS service to a
network entity;
determining that an identifier of said MBMS serv-
ice in which said interest has been indicated is
absent from a control channel; and
initiating, in response to the absence of said
identifier, delivery of said MBMS service in which
said interest has been indicated via unicast com-
munication.

62. A method performed by a network entity of a
communication system, which communication sys-
tem is operable to deliver Mobility Broadcast/Multi-
cast Service (MBMS) services, the network entity
comprising:

receiving a request to start an MBMS session
for a specified MBMS service from a further net-
work entity;
determining that a procedure should be initiated
for counting the number of mobile communica-
tion devices that indicate an interest in receiving
said specified MBMS service;
indicating, to at least one base station, that said
procedure should be initiated for counting the
number of mobile communication devices that
indicate an interest in receiving said specified
MBMS service and that are registered with said
at least one base station;
receiving, from said at least one base station,
information for identifying a number of mobile
communication devices that have indicated an
interest in the MBMS service, wherein said
number of mobile communication devices that
have indicated an interest in the MBMS service
includes at least one mobile communication de-
vice that was operating in an idle mode when
said counting procedure was initiated;
comparing said number of mobile communica-
tion devices that have indicated an interest in
the MBMS service with a predetermined thresh-
old;
generating, when said comparison indicates
that said number of mobile communication de-
vices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is above said predetermined
threshold, a request to start an MBMS session
via broadcast delivery;
generating, when said comparison indicates
that said number of mobile communication de-
vices that have indicated an interest in the
MBMS service is below said predetermined
threshold, a response to said request to start an
MBMS session, wherein said response includes
an indication that initiation of said number of mo-
bile communication devices that have indicated

an interest in the MBMS service is below said
predetermined threshold;
generating, when said MBMS session start in-
dication is received while unicast delivery is on-
going, a unicast radio bearer release to the mo-
bile communication device; and
sending said generated response to said further
network entity.

63. A computer program product comprising instruc-
tions operable to program a programmable proces-
sor to perform a method according to any of clauses
52 to 62.

Claims

1. User equipment, UE, (3) for a communication sys-
tem, which communication system is operable to de-
liver Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service,
MBMS, services, the UE (3) comprising:

means for receiving a system information broad-
cast;
means for identifying, based on said system in-
formation broadcast, at least one MBMS service
to be made available within a coverage area that
is of interest; and
means for sending, to a base station (5) of said
communication system, at establishment of a ra-
dio resource control, RRC, connection, at least
one message, including at least one identifier
indicating said interest in said at least one
MBMS service.

2. The UE (3) according to claim 1 wherein said at least
one message comprises a list of MBMS services in
which said UE (3) is indicating an interest.

3. The UE (3) according to claim 2 wherein said at least
one message comprises an RRC message.

4. A base station (5) for a communication system,
which communication system is operable to deliver
Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast Service, MBMS,
services, the base station (5) comprising:

means for broadcasting system information;
means for receiving, from a user equipment, UE,
(3), at establishment of a radio resource control,
RRC, connection, at least one message, includ-
ing at least one identifier of at least one MBMS
service to be made available that is of interest
for the UE (3); and
means for providing said at least one MBMS
service in a coverage area associated with said
base station (5) in dependence on said at least
one identifier included in said at least one mes-
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sage.

5. The base station (5) according to claim 4 wherein
said at least one message comprises a list of MBMS
services in which said UE (3) is indicating an interest.

6. The base station (5) according to claim 4 or 5 wherein
said at least one message comprises an RRC mes-
sage.

7. A method performed by a user equipment, UE, (3)
of a communication system, which communication
system is operable to deliver Multimedia Broad-
cast/Multicast Service, MBMS, services, the method
comprising:

receiving a system information broadcast;
identifying, based on said system information
broadcast, at least one MBMS service to be
made available within a coverage area that is of
interest; and
sending, to a base station (5) of said communi-
cation system, at establishment of a radio re-
source control, RRC, connection, at least one
message, including at least one identifier indi-
cating said interest in said at least one MBMS
service.

8. A method performed by a base station (5) of a com-
munication system, which communication system is
operable to deliver Multimedia Broadcast/Multicast
Service, MBMS, services, the method comprising:

broadcasting system information;
receiving, from a user equipment, UE, (3), at es-
tablishment of a radio resource control, RRC,
connection, at least one message, including at
least one identifier of at least one MBMS service
to be made available that is of interest for the
UE (3); and
providing said at least one MBMS service in a
coverage area associated with said base station
(5) in dependence on said at least one identifier
included in said at least one message.

9. A computer program product comprising instructions
operable to program a programmable processor to
perform a method according to claim 7 or 8.
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