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Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to
healthcare communication systems such as patient-
nurse communication systems, and more particularly to
monitoring patient supports usable in connection with
such systems.
[0002] Healthcare communication systems typically
include information and communication technologies to
support health services conducted in a healthcare facility
setting. For example, some healthcare communication
systems include patient-nurse communication systems
or "nurse call" systems facilitate communication among
members of a nursing staff and other persons dispersed
throughout the healthcare facility. The nurse call systems
generally provide information about the present status or
condition of patients in the healthcare facility, and may
additionally provide information regarding status infor-
mation pertaining to hospital beds throughout the health-
care facility. Visual indicators are often associated with
the nurse call systems to visually notify staff of charac-
teristics associated with the hospital beds.
[0003] Typically, a member of the nursing staff sets
which notifications, or alarms, the nurse call system will
provide. For example, the notifications may indicate con-
figurations of the hospital bed, such as whether an upper
frame of the hospital bed is in its lowest position relative
to a base frame of the hospital bed, whether siderails of
the hospital bed are up or down, or whether certain func-
tions of the hospital bed are engaged or disengaged (e.g.,
whether casters of the hospital bed are braked or un-
braked), etc.
Further, the notifications may be particular to a patient’s
condition, such as when a patient of the hospital bed has
been identified as a "fall" risk. In other words, it may not
be desirable for a fall risk patient to get out of bed unless
a caregiver is present in the room to assist the patient.
Accordingly, the notifications may include a notification
that indicates when a patient exits a hospital bed, for
example. Examples of such prior art nurse call systems
are Hill-Rom’s COMposer™ communication system and
Hill-Rom’s COMLinx™ communication system.
[0004] The present application discloses one or more
of the following features alone or in any combination.
[0005] According to one aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a patient support for use in a healthcare facility hav-
ing at least one secondary patient support comprises a
display, communication circuitry and a control system.
The display is operable to render a graphical user inter-
face (GUI) to interface with a user and allow the user to
set one or more alarms. Each alarm corresponds to an
alarm triggering event triggered by an action of a patient.
The communication circuitry communicatively couples
the patient support to a healthcare communication sys-
tem and the patient support to the at least one secondary
patient support. The control system monitors data of the
patient support and the at least one secondary patient
support based on the set alarms. The control system also

detects whether an alarm triggering event occurred at
either the patient support or the at least one secondary
patient support based on the monitored data. In response
to a determination that the alarm triggering event oc-
curred, the control system provides a signal indicative of
the alarm triggering event to the healthcare communica-
tion system.
[0006] In some embodiments, the control system of
the patient support determines, from information provid-
ed by the secondary patient support, whether a triggering
event has occurred at the secondary patient support and
provides a signal indicative that the alarm triggering event
occurred at the at least one secondary patient support.
[0007] In some embodiments, the at least one second-
ary patient support comprises at least one of a chair, a
toilet, a stretcher, and a lift.
[0008] In some embodiments, the at least one second-
ary patient support comprises a chair, and wherein the
alarms include a chair exit alarm to trigger an alarm in
response to a determination that a patient previously sit-
ting on the chair is not presently sitting on the chair.
[0009] In some embodiments, the at least one second-
ary patient support comprises a toilet, and wherein the
alarms include at least one of an on-toilet alarm to trigger
an alarm in response to a determination that a patient
has sat on the toilet and an off-toilet alarm to trigger an
alarm in response to a determination that a patient pre-
viously sitting on the toilet is not presently sitting on the
toilet.
[0010] In some embodiments, In some embodiments,
the at least one secondary patient support comprises a
stretcher, and wherein the alarms include at least one of
a position alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a de-
termination that a present position of the stretcher is in
a predetermined position, an exiting alarm to trigger an
alarm in response to a determination that the patient is
detected as attempting to exit the stretcher, and an out
of stretcher alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a
determination that the patient has exited the stretcher.
[0011] In some embodiments, the GUI is further con-
figured to allow the user to control functions of the patient
support.
[0012] In some embodiments, the GUI is further con-
figured to facilitate a wireless network connection be-
tween the patient support and the at least one secondary
patient support.
[0013] In some embodiments, the wireless network
connection comprises a Bluetooth network connection.
[0014] In some embodiments, the GUI is further con-
figured to provide, based on the alarm settings, at least
one of a visual indication and an audible noise that the
alarm triggering event was detected.
[0015] In some embodiments, the data comprises a
present weight being applied to the patient support and
the at least one secondary patient support.
[0016] In some embodiments, the event capable of trig-
gering the alarm triggering event includes a position
event, an exiting event, and an out of patient support
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event.
[0017] In some embodiments, the one or more alarms
comprise at least one of one or more alarms of the patient
support and one or more alarms of the at least one sec-
ondary patient support.
[0018] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a patient support for use in a healthcare facility
having at least one other patient support comprises a
display, communication circuitry, and a control system.
The display is operable to render a graphical user inter-
face (GUI) to interface with a user. The display is also
operable to allow the user to set one or more alarms.
Each alarm corresponds to an alarm triggering event trig-
gered by an action of a patient. The communication cir-
cuitry is operable to communicatively couple the patient
support to a nurse call system and the patient support to
the at least one other patient support. The control system
is operable to monitor data of the patient support and the
at least one other patient support based on the set
alarms. The control system detects whether an alarm
triggering event has occurred based on the monitored
data. In response to a determination that the alarm trig-
gering event occurred, the control system will provide a
signal indicative of the alarm triggering event to the nurse
call system.
[0019] In some embodiments the at least one other
patient support comprises at least one of a chair, a toilet,
a stretcher, and a lift.
[0020] In some embodiments the at least one other
patient support comprises a chair, and the alarms include
a chair exit alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a
determination that a patient previously sitting on the chair
is not presently sitting on the chair.
[0021] In some embodiments the at least one other
patient support comprises a toilet, and the alarms include
at least one of an on-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm in
response to a determination that a patient has sat on the
toilet and an off-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm in re-
sponse to a determination that a patient previously sitting
on the toilet is not presently sitting on the toilet.
[0022] In some embodiments the at least one other
patient support comprises a stretcher, and the alarms
include at least one of a position alarm to trigger an alarm
in response to a determination that a present position of
the stretcher is in a predetermined position. In some em-
bodiments an exiting alarm may trigger an alarm in re-
sponse to a determination that the patient is detected as
attempting to exit the stretcher. In some embodiments,
an out of stretcher alarm may trigger an alarm in response
to a determination that the patient has exited the stretch-
er.
[0023] In some embodiments the GUI is further con-
figured to allow the user to control functions of the patient
support.
[0024] In some embodiments the GUI is further con-
figured to facilitate a wireless network connection be-
tween the patient support and the at least one other pa-
tient support.

[0025] In some embodiments the wireless network
connection comprises a Bluetooth network connection.
[0026] In some embodiments the GUI is further con-
figured to provide, based on the alarm settings, at least
one of a visual indication and an audible noise that the
alarm triggering event was detected.
[0027] In some embodiments the data comprises a
present weight being applied to the patient support and
the at least one other patient support.
[0028] In some embodiments the event capable of trig-
gering the alarm triggering event includes a position
event, an exiting event, and an out of patient support
event.
[0029] In some embodiments the one or more alarms
comprise at least one of one or more alarms of the patient
support and one or more alarms of the at least one other
patient support.
[0030] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a system comprises a hospital bed, a patient
support communicatively coupled to the hospital bed,
and a nurse call system. The hospital bed includes a
display operable to render a graphical user interface
(GUI) to interface with a user and allow the user to set
one or more alarms. Each alarm corresponds to an alarm
triggering event. The nurse call system is remote from
the hospital bed and the patient support and is commu-
nicatively coupled to the hospital bed. The hospital bed
is configured to monitor data of the patient support based
on the one or more alarms set by the user. The hospital
bed will also detect whether an alarm triggering event
occurred based on the monitored data. In response to a
determination that the alarm triggering event occurred,
the hospital bed will provide a signal indicative of the
alarm triggering event to the nurse call system.
[0031] In some embodiments, the patient support is a
hospital bed.
[0032] The invention will now be further described by
way of example with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a simplified schematic showing a logical
architecture for a healthcare communication system
that includes a hospital information system in net-
work communication with a hospital bed, and the
hospital bed in network communication with one or
more additional patient supports;
Fig. 2 is a simplified schematic showing physical
components of a hospital bed including a number of
sensors and showing connectivity to the hospital in-
formation system and the additional patient supports
of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a screen shot showing a home screen having
a column of main menu icons or buttons on the right
hand side of the scale screen and graphical patient
weight and hospital bed data associated with the
hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a screen shot showing an alarm setup screen
having a number of buttons to toggle a state of an
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alarm associated with the hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a screen shot showing a hospital alarm set-
ting screen having a number of buttons to set or dis-
able various alarms associated with the hospital bed
of Fig. 1;
Fig. 6 is a screen shot showing a Bluetooth® pairing
screen having a list of Bluetooth compatible devices
within range of the hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 7 is a screen shot showing the Bluetooth pairing
screen of Fig. 6 having successfully paired to one of
Bluetooth compatible devices within range of the
hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 8 is a screen shot showing an alarm setup screen
having a number of buttons to toggle a state of each
alarm associated with the hospital bed of Fig. 1 and
each alarm associated with a patient support of Fig.
1 communicatively coupled to the hospital bed;
Fig. 9 is a screen shot showing a chair alarm setting
screen having a number of buttons to set or disable
various alarms associated with a chair in paired com-
munication with the hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 10 is a screen shot showing a chair exit arming
message dialog having a dialogue header portion
that is positioned along the top of the message
screen and a dialogue body portion located beneath
the dialogue header portion, and indicating that the
chair exit alarm is being armed;
Fig. 11 is a screen shot showing an unable to arm
message dialog having a dialogue header portion
that indicates an alarm was not able to be armed and
a dialogue body portion that provides that the chair
exit alarm of Fig. 10 was the alarm that was not able
to be armed;
Fig. 12 is a screen shot showing an arm successful
message dialog having a dialogue header portion
that indicates an alarm was able to be armed and a
dialogue body portion that provides that the chair exit
alarm of Fig. 10 was the alarm that was armed;
Fig. 13 is a screen shot showing the home screen
of Fig. 3 that includes a visual indicator that the chair
exit alarm is armed;
Fig. 14 is a screen shot showing a chair exit alarm
message dialogue having a dialogue header portion
that indicates the message corresponds to a chair
exit alarm and a dialogue body portion that provides
a button to silence the chair exit alarm;
Fig. 15 is a screen shot showing an exiting alarm
silenced message dialogue having a dialogue head-
er portion that indicates the message corresponds
to a silenced exit alarm and a dialogue body portion
that provides various user interface controls to adjust
a silence time associated with the exit alarm and turn
off the exit alarm;
Fig. 16 is a screen shot showing an alternative chair
exit alarm message dialogue having a dialogue
header portion that indicates the message corre-
sponds to a chair exit alarm and a dialogue body
portion that provides an indication that the chair exit

alarm has been triggered;
Fig. 17 is a screen shot showing a stretcher alarm
setting screen having a number of buttons to set or
disable various alarms associated with a stretcher
in paired communication with the hospital bed of Fig.
1;
Fig. 18 is a screen shot showing a toilet alarm setting
screen having a number of buttons to set or disable
various alarms associated with a toilet in paired com-
munication with the hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 19 is a flow diagram of a process for determining
whether to provide an alarm signal to a nurse call
system of the hospital information system of Fig. 1
that may be executed by the hospital bed of Fig. 1;
Fig. 20 is a screen shot showing a Bluetooth pairing
screen having a list of Bluetooth compatible devices
within range of the hospital bed of Fig. 1; and
Fig. 21 is a screen shot showing the Bluetooth pairing
screen of Fig. 20 having successfully paired to one
of Bluetooth compatible devices within range of the
hospital bed of Fig. 1.

[0033] Aspects of the present invention are described
with reference to certain illustrative embodiments shown
in the accompanying drawings and described herein.
[0034] In general, a healthcare communication system
includes one or more staff or nursing computers or com-
puting devices, which may be referred to as stations or
consoles. The stations or consoles, in cooperation with
various computers, networks, and supporting equipment
and services, enable nurses and other staff to receive,
view, manage, and route, output, or respond to electrical
and wireless signals from a variety of communication,
call, monitoring, detecting, and/or signaling devices.
Some communication, call, monitoring, detecting, and/or
signaling devices are activated by patients, staff, or vis-
itors. Others are activated by the occurrence of an event
or alarm condition detected by signal receivers, patient
monitoring equipment, or patient supports (e.g., hospital
beds) located throughout a healthcare facility, such as
from sensors integrated into hospital beds. For example,
when the healthcare communication system receives a
signal from a communication, call, monitoring, detecting,
and/or signaling device, one or more indicator assem-
blies may be activated to alert hospital staff of the con-
dition or event being signaled by the communication, call,
monitoring, detecting, and/or signaling device. Accord-
ingly, the hospital staff may respond based on the alarm
condition or event signaled by the communication, call,
monitoring, detecting, and/or signaling device.
[0035] One such embodiment of a healthcare commu-
nication system 100 that may manage communications
throughout the healthcare facility is diagrammatically il-
lustrated in Fig. 1. The healthcare communication system
100 includes a hospital information system 102 commu-
nicatively coupled via a network 106 to a hospital bed
120. In the illustrative healthcare communication system
100, the hospital information system 102 includes a nurse
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call system 104. The nurse call system 104 is configured
to operate and manage many of the primary nurse call
functions of the hospital information system 102. For ex-
ample, the nurse call system 104 may be configured to
receive and manage messages from various connected
devices (e.g., the hospital bed 120), coordinate assign-
ment of patients to hospital supports, and/or to synchro-
nize connected devices within the healthcare communi-
cation system 100 that are in network communication
with the nurse call system 104. Additionally or alterna-
tively, the nurse call system 104 may be configured to
answer, control placement of, and cancel calls, as well
as, generate notifications or alarms, acknowledge and
cancel notifications and alarms, manage location infor-
mation for staff and devices, activate and deactivate staff,
manage staff-patient assignments, assign and manage
roles and responsibilities to staff and devices, and/or
manage patient information and patient discharges and
transfers.
[0036] To facilitate the communication requirements
of the healthcare communication system 100, the hospi-
tal information system 102 may include various comput-
ing devices, such as any type of computation or comput-
ing device capable of performing the functions described
herein, including, without limitation, a server, a blade
server, a computer, a desktop computer, a smartphone,
a workstation, a laptop computer, a notebook computer,
a tablet computer, a mobile computing device, a weara-
ble computing device, a network appliance, a web appli-
ance, a distributed computing system, a processor-
based system, and/or a consumer electronic device.
[0037] The network 106 may be embodied as any type
of wired or wireless communication network, including
cellular networks (e.g., Global System for Mobile Com-
munications (GSM), 3G, Long Term Evolution (LTE),
Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access
(WiMAX), etc.), digital subscriber line (DSL) networks,
cable networks (e.g., coaxial networks, fiber networks,
etc.), telephony networks, local area networks (LANs) or
wide area networks (WANs), global networks (e.g., the
Internet), or any combination thereof. As previously de-
scribed, the hospital bed 120 is in communication with
the hospital information system 102 via the network 106.
Accordingly, the network 106 may include any number
of network devices (e.g., access points, routers, switch-
es, servers, etc.) as needed to facilitate communications
between the health information system 102 and the hos-
pital bed 120.
[0038] The illustrative healthcare communication sys-
tem 100 additionally includes a chair 130, a toilet 140,
and a stretcher 150, collectively referred to herein as oth-
er patient supports 110, communicatively coupled to the
hospital bed 120. As will be described in further detail
below, the hospital bed 120 includes communication cir-
cuitry 124 capable of establishing connections and facil-
itating communications to and from communication cir-
cuitry of the chair 130 (i.e., communication circuitry 134),
the toilet 140 (i.e., communication circuitry 144), and the

stretcher 150 (i.e., communication circuitry 154). Further,
as will also be described in further detail below, the hos-
pital bed 120 includes a control system 122 that is capa-
ble of controlling operational functionality of the hospital
bed. Similarly, each of the chair 130, the toilet 140, and
the stretcher 150 include a control system 132, 142, 152
that is capable of controlling operational functionality
and/or interpreting data signals from various sensors of
the respective other patient supports 110.
[0039] While the illustrative healthcare communication
system 100 includes a single hospital bed 120 contained
within a hospital room 108, it should be appreciated that
the healthcare facility may include any number of hospital
rooms 108. Accordingly, any number of hospital beds
120 may be located in a healthcare communication sys-
tem 100 of a healthcare facility and communicatively cou-
pled to the hospital information system 102. It should be
further appreciated that the hospital bed 120 may be con-
nected to additional, fewer, or alternative other patient
supports 110 (i.e, any number of chairs 130, toilets 140,
and stretchers 150). Additionally, it should be appreciat-
ed that the types of other patient supports 110 capable
of being communicatively coupled to the hospital bed 120
are not limited to the types of patient support of the illus-
trative healthcare communication system 100, and may
include additional or alternative patient supports, such
as lifts, slings, and the like.
[0040] The illustrative healthcare communication sys-
tem 100 additionally includes one or more other devices
160. The one or more other devices 160 may include any
type of computing device that is capable of being com-
municatively coupled to the hospital bed 120, such as,
without limitation, a computer, a desktop computer, a
smartphone, a workstation, a laptop computer, a note-
book computer, a tablet computer, a mobile computing
device, a wearable computing device, a network appli-
ance, a web appliance, a television, a radio, an audio/vis-
ual device, and/or a consumer electronic device. Similar
to the other patient supports 110, the other devices 160
each include a control system 162 for controlling the other
device 160 and a communication circuitry 164 for estab-
lishing and facilitating communication with the hospital
bed 120.
[0041] As noted previously, each of the hospital bed
120, the other patient supports 110, and the other devices
160 include a control system and communication circuit-
ry. Accordingly, each of the hospital bed 120, the other
patient supports 110, and the other devices 160 may
have similar electronic components to each other (al-
though perhaps of different computation power, feature
capability, and/or robustness). In other words, certain
features may not be pervasive between the hospital bed
120, the other patient supports 110, and the other devices
160 such that all the components illustrated in Fig. 2 are
representative of the components of other patient sup-
ports 110 and the other devices 160. For example, in
some embodiments, the hospital bed 120 may be con-
figured to facilitate network communication via wired and
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wireless technologies using additional or alternative pro-
tocols to those supported by the other patient supports
110, which may only support wireless network commu-
nication via Bluetooth®, for example. In another example,
the hospital bed 120 and the other patient supports 110
may have load cell sensors to detect a weight of a patient;
however, the chair 130 and/or the toilet 140 may not have
brakes, siderails, and/or adjustable height positions like
that of the hospital bed 120, and as such would likely not
include sensors and/or actuators typically associated
with such features. Those similar components are shown
in Fig. 2 and discussed below in regard to the hospital
bed 120 with the understanding that such description is
equally applicable to the similar components of the other
patient supports 110 and the other devices 160 with the
understanding that certain differences may exist based
on supported features.
[0042] Fig. 2 illustrates the physical components of the
hospital bed 120, including the control system 122, the
communication circuitry 124, and one or more user in-
terfacing devices 220. The control system 122 includes
a controller 202 (i.e., an electronic control unit (ECU)),
various sensors capable of being monitored and inter-
preted by the controller 202, and various actuators ca-
pable of being controlled by the controller 202. The con-
troller 202 is configured to receive data (i.e., electrical
signals) from the various sensors and components of the
hospital bed 120, and control the operation of the com-
ponents of the hospital bed 120 relative to the received
data, as is known in the art. To do so, the controller 202
includes a number of electronic components commonly
associated with controllers utilized in the control of elec-
tromechanical systems. For example, the controller 202
may include, amongst other components customarily in-
cluded in such devices, a microprocessor 204 and a
memory device 206. The memory device 206 may be,
for example, a programmable read-only memory device
("PROM") including erasable PROM’s (EPROM’s or
EEPROM’s). In use, the memory device 206 is capable
of storing, amongst other things, instructions in the form
of, for example, a software routine (or routines) which,
when executed by the microprocessor 204, allow the con-
troller 202 to control operation of the features of the hos-
pital bed 120.
[0043] The illustrative control system 122 additionally
includes a weight sensor 208 (e.g., load cells) to sense
a weight of a patient assigned to the hospital bed 120, a
siderail position sensor 210 to sense whether a siderail
of the hospital bed 120 is in raised or lowered positions,
a low position sensor 212 to sense whether an upper
frame of the hospital bed 120 is in a lowered position
relative to a based frame of the hospital bed 120, a brake
sensor 214 to sense whether brakes (e.g., casters) of
the hospital bed 120 are braked or released, various other
sensors 216, and a number of actuators 218 capable of
being controlled by the control system to control various
components of the hospital bed 120 (e.g., motors, valves,
power control units, etc.). The various other sensors may

include, but are not limited to, motion sensors, fluid pres-
sure sensors, temperature sensors, level sensors, other
position sensors, etc. Each of the sensors 208, 210, 212,
214, 216 and the actuators 218 are electronically coupled
to the controller 202.
[0044] Similarly, the one or more user interfacing de-
vices 220 are electronically coupled to the controller 202.
Accordingly, in some embodiments, the control system
122 may additionally include additional circuitry to con-
vert between analog and digital signals, such as an an-
alog-to-digital (A/D) converter (not shown) or the like. The
user interfacing devices 220 may include various input
and output devices capable of receiving input from a user
(e.g., a patient, hospital staff, caregiver, etc.) and/or pro-
viding output to the user related to various sensor and/or
configuration data of the hospital bed 120. As described
previously, the sensor data may include various sensor
readings related to current positions, levels, tempera-
tures, pressure levels, etc. of various components of the
hospital bed 120. In some embodiments, the configura-
tion data may include a designated pressure level of com-
ponent of the hospital bed 120 (e.g., a bladder of a mat-
tress), a designated angle of a headrest portion of the
hospital bed 120 relative to a deck of the bed, and/or any
other configurable data that may be set by the user and
managed by the controller 202.
[0045] The illustrative user interfacing devices 220 in-
cludes a display 222 that is operable to generate or dis-
play a graphical user interface (GUI) to enable the user
to interface with components of the hospital bed to control
one or more features of the hospital bed 120. As will be
described further, the one or more features may include
various settings for positioning the components of the
hospital bed 120 and setting various alarms and/or noti-
fications based on detected events corresponding to the
sensor data. In some embodiments, the display may in-
clude a touchscreen 224 capable of generating input data
in response to being touched by the user. The touch-
screen 224 may be embodied as a resistive touch screen,
a capacitive touch screen, a camera-based touch screen,
or the like. Further, in some embodiments, the user in-
terface may include a light configuration 226 and/or a
speaker 228 to provide status indications of the hospital
bed 120 to the user. Accordingly, in such embodiments
wherein the user interfacing devices 220 includes an out-
put device, the status indications may be presented at
the hospital bed 120. Additionally, in some embodiments,
the user interfacing devices 220 may include a keypad
232 (e.g., a keyboard, a touchpad, etc.) for receiving user
touch-based inputs and/or a microphone 230 for receiv-
ing audible-based inputs. In some embodiments, one or
more of the input and/or output devices may be mounted
on a siderail of the hospital bed, connected to a control
pendant, etc.
[0046] The control system 122 is further configured to
provide, or relay, the status indications to a remote loca-
tion, such as the nurse call system 104 of Fig. 1, via the
communication circuitry 124. The communication circuit-
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ry 124 may be embodied as any communication circuit,
device, or collection thereof, capable of enabling com-
munications over the network 106 between the hospital
bed 120 and the hospital information system 102, and
between the hospital bed 120 and the other patient sup-
ports 110. The communication circuitry 124 may be con-
figured to use any one or more communication technol-
ogies (e.g., wired or wireless communications) and as-
sociated protocols (e.g., Ethernet, Bluetooth®, Zigbee®,
Wi-Fi®, WiMAX, etc.) to effect such communication.
[0047] As will be described in further detail below, a
falls prevention protocol, or falls risk protocol, may be
implemented via software being executed on the hospital
bed 120. The software is typically comprised of a number
of navigable pages, or screens, that a user (e.g., a pa-
tient, hospital staff, caregiver, etc.) can interface with to
activate alarms associated with the falls prevention pro-
tocol. The number of active alarms associated with the
falls prevention protocol is based on settings input by the
user (i.e., which alarms are activated for a particular hos-
pital bed 120 according to the patient assigned to the
hospital bed 120), such as in an alarm settings portion
of the software. Upon being armed, an alarm based on
the settings may be generated by the hospital bed 120
and transmitted to the nurse call system 104. Such
alarms may have a visual component, an audible com-
ponent, or both. Additionally, other alarms corresponding
to one or more of the other patient supports 110 and/or
one or more of the other devices 160 communicatively
coupled to the hospital bed 120 may be setup via the
software being executed on the hospital bed 120. Such
workflow software may be, for example, NaviCare® soft-
ware available from Hill-Rom Company, Inc.
[0048] Referring now to Fig. 3, an embodiment of a
home screen 300 that is capable of appearing on the
display 222 of the hospital bed 120 includes a menu 302
of icons, or virtual buttons, for navigating to other screens.
The menu 302 includes a home icon 304, an alarm setup
icon 306, a scale setup icon 308, a mattress setup icon
310, and a chart management icon 312. It should be ap-
preciated that not all icons available in the menu 302 may
be visible at any given time (i.e., there are too many icons
to display in the menu 302). Accordingly, scroll controls,
such as a scroll down 314 and a scroll up 604 as shown
in Fig. 5, may be displayed on the menu 302 when ap-
propriate. Additionally, the menu 302 may include other
icons, such as a Bluetooth pairing icon 602 as shown in
Fig. 5. Further, in some embodiments, the menu 302 may
additionally or alternatively include other icons, such as
icons related to settings of the hospital bed 120, mainte-
nance of the hospital bed 120, etc.
[0049] Each menu 302 icon is selectable by the user
to navigate between screens, or pages, of the menu 302
corresponding to the menu 302 icons, and each menu
302 option selected provides one or more sub-pages that
are related to the navigated to icon. The icons, and as-
sociated pages, provide a graphical user interface (GUI)
rendered on the display 222 which allow the user to con-

trol certain functionality of the hospital bed 120. For ex-
ample, in some embodiments, selection of the scale set-
up icon 308 may result in a scale control screen being
displayed on the GUI to allow the scale to be setup for
the hospital bed 120 and/or one or more other patient
supports 110 communicatively coupled to the hospital
bed 120. The home icon 304 is the presently active (i.e.,
toggled "on") icon, as indicated by the cross-hatching on
the home icon 304, and accordingly, the home screen
300 is rendered on the GUI of the display 222. It should
be appreciated that access to certain screens associated
with particular menu 302 icons may be protected such
that an identification number, password, and/or biometric
associated with the user is required to be entered before
access to a restricted screen, or set of screens, is al-
lowed.
[0050] The home screen 300 additionally includes a
set of bed status indicators, which include a present lo-
cation indicator 316 (e.g., a hospital room 108 of Fig. 1)
of the hospital bed 210 with respect to the facility in which
the hospital bed 210 resides, a wireless network strength
indicator 318 that indicates a wireless connectivity
strength between the to the wireless network (e.g., the
network 106 of Fig. 1) and the hospital bed 210, and a
Bluetooth enabled state indicator 320 that indicates one
or more devices (e.g., the other patient supports 110 of
Fig. 1) are presently paired to the hospital bed 210 via
Bluetooth. The home screen 300 further includes other
bed status indicators, such as a head angle indicator 322
to indicate a present head angle setting of the hospital
bed 120, a present alarm state indicator 324 to indicate
whether an alarm associated with the hospital bed 120
or the other patient supports 110 is enabled, silenced, or
disabled, and a mattress inflation setting indicator 326 to
indicate a present inflation level of a mattress of the hos-
pital bed 120. In some embodiments, one or more of the
bed status indicators may display additional settings
(e.g., enable/disable, adjust level, etc.) related to the in-
dication in response to the user selecting (i.e., clicking
on) a particular status indicator enabled to support such
interaction.
[0051] The home screen 300 includes a weight setup
interface 328 that indicates whether the weight for the
hospital bed 210 to be used to monitor and trigger alarms
has been setup and whether the weight for a patient has
been locked in. As shown in the illustrative home screen
300, the weight setup interface 328 includes a chair ar-
rangement indicator 330 and a flat arrangement indicator
332. Each of the chair arrangement indicator 330 and
the flat arrangement indicator 332 indicate whether a
weight has been setup (i.e., calculated) for each type of
arrangement of the hospital bed 210 in which weight can
accurately be measured. Additionally, each of the chair
arrangement indicator 330 and the flat arrangement in-
dicator 332 include a visual indication as to whether the
setup weight presently locked for each arrangement, as
indicated by the cross-hatching on the "locked" figures
of each of the chair arrangement indicator 330 and the
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flat arrangement indicator 332.
[0052] Referring now to Fig. 4, an embodiment of an
alarm screen 400 that is capable of appearing on the
display 222 of the hospital bed 120 includes an alarm
notification setup interface 402 and a set of collective
alarm setting buttons 408. The alarm screen 400 may
appear on the display 222 as a result of the user selecting
the alarm setup icon 306 from the menu 302. Accordingly,
the alarm setup icon 306 is the presently active (i.e., tog-
gled "on") icon, as indicated by the cross-hatching on the
alarm setup icon 306. The alarm notification setup inter-
face 402 includes a visual alarm state indicator 404 that
provides a visual indication of the present setting for the
hospital bed 120 and a bed exit button 406 that switches
the user to a screen that allows the user to view and/or
change the state one or more bed exit alarms, an exam-
ple of which is shown in Fig. 5.
[0053] Fig. 5 shows an embodiment of a hospital alarm
setting screen 500 that is capable of appearing on the
display 222 of the hospital bed 120. The hospital alarm
setting screen 500 may appear on the display 222 as a
result of the user selecting the bed exit button 406 of Fig.
4. The hospital alarm setting screen 500 may include a
number of bed exit alarm buttons 502 that correspond to
events that may be trigger an alarm if armed (i.e., on,
active, etc.), and voice alerts 512 (i.e., audible noises)
associated with the bed exit alarm buttons 502 that have
been armed. The events capable of triggering the alarms
may be based on a present weight detected by the hos-
pital bed 120, such as when there is no weight on the
hospital bed 120 and/or when a weight that corresponds
to at least a portion of the patient’s weight is detected by
the hospital bed 120.
[0054] The hospital bed 120 may use any known meth-
od(s) by which to detect the present weight, or lack there-
of. In some embodiments, load cells may be located in
applicable locations of the hospital bed 120 to determine
the present weight detected by the hospital bed 120. Ac-
cordingly, a weight corresponding to the patient assigned
to the hospital bed 120 may be determined and stored
in memory (e.g., the memory device 206 of the controller
202 of Fig. 2) of the hospital bed 120 to be used as a
baseline to detect alarms associated with the events that
correspond to the present weight detected by the hospital
bed 120. To do so, the user may have manually entered
a weight of the user of used available features of the
hospital bed 120 to weigh the patient in one or more ar-
rangements of the hospital bed 120.
[0055] The illustrative bed exit alarm buttons 502 in-
clude a position alarm button 504 to trigger an alarm when
a present position of the hospital bed 120 (e.g., a deck
of the hospital bed relative to a base) is in a predeter-
mined position (e.g., its lowest position), an exiting alarm
button 506 to trigger an alarm when the user is detected
as attempting to exit the hospital bed 120, an out of bed
alarm button 508 to trigger an alarm when the user is
detected as having exited the hospital bed 120, and an
off button 510 to turn off (i.e., disarm) all of the bed exit

alarm buttons 502.
[0056] As shown, the bed exit alarm buttons 502 may
be touched and subsequently toggled to an "on" or
"armed" condition, leaving the armed bed exit alarm but-
tons 502 in a depressed visual state. Additionally or al-
ternatively, in some embodiments, the bed exit alarm but-
tons 502 may be color coded to indicate their state, such
as green for armed and red for disarmed (i.e., off). Ac-
cordingly, pressing the off button 510 may release the
bed exit alarm buttons 502 from their depressed state,
providing a visual indication that the alarms are no longer
armed. The voice alerts 512 associated with the bed exit
alarm buttons 502 may be toggled off via a voice alert off
button 514 or toggled on via a voice alert on button 516.
[0057] Referring again to Fig. 4, the collective alarm
setting buttons 408 include an on button 410 to turn on
all the alarms for the hospital bed 120, an off button 412
to turn off all the alarms for the hospital bed 120, and a
pause button 414 to pause all the active alarms for the
hospital bed. The collective alarm setting buttons 408
may be user, for example, when a caregiver is performing
bedside activities, and such activities may otherwise trig-
ger the alarms associated with the hospital bed 120.
[0058] Referring now to Fig. 6, an embodiment of a
Bluetooth pairing screen 600 that is capable of appearing
on the display 222 of the hospital bed 120 includes a
table 606 that includes a header portion 608 and a body
portion 616. The Bluetooth pairing screen 600 may ap-
pear on the display 222 as a result of the user selecting
the Bluetooth pairing icon 602 from the menu 302. Ac-
cordingly, the alarm setup icon 306 is the presently active
(i.e., toggled "on") icon, as indicated by the cross-hatch-
ing on the alarm setup icon 306. In the illustrative Blue-
tooth pairing screen 600, the Bluetooth pairing icon 602
is visible in the menu 302 of icons. As a result of the
Bluetooth pairing icon 602 not having been visible in the
initial state of the illustrative menu 302, the user may
have had to select (i.e., press) the scroll down button 314
one or more times to expose the additional icons in the
menu 302 until the Bluetooth pairing icon 602 appeared
(i.e., was rendered in the menu 302). Accordingly, some
of the menu 302 icons that preceded the Bluetooth pairing
icon 602 (i.e., the alarm setup icon 306 and the scale
setup icon 308) may be completely or at least partially
hidden. As a result, the menu 302 additionally displays
a scroll up button 604 to allow the user to view the hidden
icons of the menu 302.
[0059] The body portion 616 includes a list of devices,
each on a given row, that are available for pairing with
the hospital bed 120 via a Bluetooth connection, such as
the other patient supports 110 and the other devices 160
of Fig. 1. The header portion 608 of the table 606 includes
a paired status column 610 that displays whether the
available device is paired or not with the hospital bed
120, a friendly name column 612 that displays the name
of each available device detected by the hospital bed 120
that are Bluetooth capable and have Bluetooth enabled,
and a code column 614 that displays a pairing code (i.e.,
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pin code, passcode, passkey, etc.) for each Bluetooth
capable device in the list of available devices.
[0060] The table 606 additionally includes an up button
620 and a down button 622 for traversing the list of avail-
able devices. Accordingly, if the user selects (i.e., press-
es) the up button 620, an index associated with the se-
lected list item of the list of devices available for pairing
is decremented. In turn, a visual indicator of the selected
list item may be moved to the list item directly above the
previously selected list item. Similarly, if the user selects
the down button 622, an index associated with the se-
lected list item of the list of devices available for pairing
is incremented. In some embodiments, pressing the up
button 620 when the index of the selected list item is
equivalent to the first item in the list and pressing the
down button 622 when the index of the selected list item
is equivalent to the last item in the list, the index may loop
to the end or beginning of the list, respectively. As shown
in the illustrative Bluetooth pairing screen 600, the pres-
ently selected available device 618 is the "bedside chair"
(i.e., the chair 130 of Fig. 1) that is the second available
device in the list (i.e., the index of the selected list item
corresponds to the second item in the list), as indicated
by the highlighted rectangle surrounding the available
device in the second row of the list in the body portion.
[0061] The Bluetooth pairing screen 600 additionally
includes a scan button 624 to re-scan for Bluetooth de-
vices within Bluetooth range of the hospital bed 210 (i.e.,
re-populate the available device list with Bluetooth de-
vices within the Bluetooth range of the communication
circuitry 124 of the hospital bed 210), a pair button 626
to pair the selected available device 618, and a delete
button 628 to unpair, or disconnect, the pair between the
selected available device 618. Accordingly, in some em-
bodiments, either of the pair button 626 or the delete
button 628 may be enabled based on the paired state of
the selected available device 618, as indicated by the
indication in the paired status column 610 that corre-
sponds to the row of the selected available device 618.
As shown, the Bluetooth pairing screen 600 illustrates
that the presently selected available device 618 is not
paired with the hospital bed 120, as a Bluetooth icon is
not presented in the paired status column 610 that cor-
responds to the row of the presently selected available
device 618 (i.e., the second row). Accordingly, the user
may select the pair button 626 to initiate the pairing be-
tween the hospital bed 120 and the presently selected
available device 618. If the pairing is successful, the Blue-
tooth icon will be displayed in the paired status column
610 that corresponds to the row of the presently selected
available device 618, as shown in Fig. 7.
[0062] Referring now to Fig. 8, the alarm screen 400
previously shown in Fig. 4 now includes a chair exit in-
terface 802. The chair exit interface 802 may appear on
the alarm screen 400 as a result of a chair 130 having
been successfully paired to the hospital bed 120. As de-
scribed previously, in some embodiments, the chair 130
may include a weight sensor (i.e., a scale) similar to the

weight sensor 208 of the illustrative hospital bed 120 of
Fig. 2.
[0063] In some embodiments, the chair 130 may be
configured to transmit weight sensor data to the hospital
bed 120 via the Bluetooth connection established be-
tween the chair 130 and the hospital bed 120. In such
embodiments, the data may be analyzed (e.g., compared
against a known weight of a patient as set during setup
of the hospital bed 120) to determine whether the patient
is sitting on the chair 130. In other words, the hospital
bed 120 can determine that the patient is no longer in
the hospital bed 120 and detect a weight of an occupant
of the chair 130. It should be appreciated that, in some
embodiments, the hospital bed 120 may be configured
to account for weight offloaded by feet of the occupant
being placed on the floor. In other words, a patient sitting
in the chair 130 with their feet on the floor may have at
least a portion of their weight supported by the floor, and
thereby not detected by the weight sensor. To do so, the
hospital bed 120 may create and manage a profile for
the patient that includes such weight differentials. As
such, in some embodiments, the hospital bed 120 may
be further configured to automatically set a chair exit
alarm for the chair 130 upon detecting the patient sitting
in the chair 130.
[0064] The chair exit interface 802 includes a visual
alarm state indicator 804 that provides a visual indication
of the present setting for the chair 130, a chair exit button
806 that switches the user to a screen that allows the
user to view and/or change the state one or more chair
exit alarms, an example of which is shown in Fig. 9. Ad-
ditionally, the chair exit interface 802 includes a visual
connection indicator 808 that provides a visual indicate
of whether the chair 130 paired to the hospital bed 120
is in present Bluetooth communication with the hospital
bed 120. Accordingly, in some embodiments, the visual
indicator may be color-coded or visibility toggle, for ex-
ample, to indicate the state of present Bluetooth commu-
nication between the chair 130 and the hospital bed 120.
[0065] Fig. 9 shows an embodiment of a chair alarm
setting screen 900 that is capable of appearing on the
display 222 of the hospital bed 120. The chair alarm set-
ting screen 900 may appear on the display 222 as a result
of the user selecting the chair exit button 806 of Fig. 8.
The chair alarm setting screen 900 may include a number
of chair exit alarms 902 that correspond to events that
may trigger an alarm if armed (i.e., on, active, etc.), and
voice alerts 512 (i.e., audible noises) associated with the
chair exit alarms 902 that have been armed. In the illus-
trative chair alarm setting screen 900, a single chair exit
alarm 902 is provided; however, it should be appreciated
that additional and/or alternative chair exit alarms 902
may be provided in other embodiments, such as an ex-
iting alarm similar to that previously described for the
hospital bed 120 (i.e., the exiting alarm button 506). It
should be appreciated that, in some embodiments, one
or more various algorithms (e.g., machine learning algo-
rithms) and/or hysteresis may be used to predict the chair
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exit prior to the patient completely exiting the chair 130.
Accordingly, in such embodiments, the chair exit alarms
902 may include an out of chair alarm similar to the out
of bed alarm button 508 to trigger an alarm when the user
is detected as attempting to exit the chair 130.
[0066] The illustrative chair exit alarm 902 includes an
off button 904 to turn off (i.e., disarm) the chair exit alarm
and an on button 906 to turn on (i.e., arm) the chair exit
alarm. Similar to the bed exit alarm buttons 502 of Fig.
5, the on button 906 and the off button 904 may be
touched and subsequently toggled to an "on" or "armed"
condition, leaving the selected button in a depressed vis-
ual state and the non-selected button in its normal state
to provide a visual indication of the state of the chair exit
alarm 902. Additionally, similar to the voice alerts 512
associated with the bed exit alarm buttons 502, the chair
alarm setting screen 900 includes voice alerts 908 that
may be toggled off via a voice alert off button 910 or
toggled on via a voice alert on button 912.
[0067] Referring now to Fig. 10, an embodiment of a
chair exit arming message dialog 1000 includes a dia-
logue header portion 1002 that indicates an alert is being
armed and a dialogue body portion 1004 that provides
that the chair exit is the alert being armed. The chair exit
arming message dialog 1000 may appear on the chair
alarm setting screen 900 as a result of the user having
selected the on button 906 of Fig. 9. If the alert being
armed is not successful, a message may be displayed
to the user via the display 222 indicating as such. For
example, Fig. 11 shows an embodiment of an unable to
arm message dialog 1100 that indicates in a dialogue
header portion 1102 that an alarm was not able to be
armed and further indicates in a dialogue body portion
1104 that the chair exit alarm could not be armed. The
unable to arm message dialog 1100 additionally includes
a button 1106 to acknowledge the message dialog 1100
and return to the previous screen (e.g., the chair alarm
setting screen 900). If the alert being armed is successful,
a message may be displayed to the user via the display
222 indicating as such. For example, Fig. 12 shows an
embodiment of an arm successful message dialogue
1200 that indicates in a dialogue header portion 1202
that an alarm was able to be armed and further indicates
in a dialogue body portion 1204 that the chair exit alarm
was successfully armed. The arm successful message
dialogue 1200 additionally includes a button 1206 to ac-
knowledge the message dialog 1200 and return to the
previous screen (e.g., the chair alarm setting screen
900).
[0068] In response to one of the other patient supports
110 being paired to the hospital bed 120, one of the other
devices 160 being paired to the hospital bed 120, and/or
an alert associated with the patient support and/or the
other device 160 being armed, various additional indica-
tors may be added to other screens and/or existing indi-
cators may be updated to include additional information.
For example, in Fig. 13, the present alarm state indicator
324 of the home screen 300 of Fig. 3 may be updated to

include an indication that the chair exit was armed. The
home screen 300 may additionally include a silence but-
ton 1302 that allows the user to pre-emptively silence the
armed alerts from the home screen 300.
[0069] Referring now to Fig. 14, an embodiment of a
chair exit alarming message dialog 1400 includes a dia-
logue header portion 1402 that indicates the chair exit
alarm has been triggered and a dialogue body portion
1404 that provides a silence button 1406 that silences
the alert associated with the chair exit alarm.
[0070] Fig. 15 shows an embodiment of an exiting
alarm silenced message dialogue 1500 that includes a
dialogue header portion 1502 that indicates the message
corresponds to a silenced exit alarm and a dialogue body
portion 1504. The dialogue body portion 1504 includes
a time remaining indicator 1506 that provides a count-
down that indicates an amount of time remaining until
the exit alarm will no longer be silenced. The dialogue
body portion 1504 additionally includes a silence duration
setting interface 1508 that includes a silence time control
1510 to set a dynamically adjustable amount of time for
the silence duration and a set silence time button 1512
to set the silence duration to the amount of time repre-
sented by the silence time control 1510. While the illus-
trative silence time control 1510 includes a spinner con-
trol, it should be appreciated that, in alternative embod-
iments, the silence time control 1510 may be any other
type of dynamically adjusted control, such as a drop-
down combo-box that includes a predetermined number
of time durations from which the user can select. In some
embodiments, the silence duration setting interface 1508
may include a single button with a predetermined static
time duration that is set when the user selects (i.e., press-
es) the single button.
[0071] Referring now to Fig. 16, an embodiment of an
alternative chair exit alarming message dialog 1600 in-
cludes a dialogue header portion 1602 that indicates the
chair exit alarm has been triggered and a dialogue body
portion 1604 that provides a more verbose textual indi-
cation of the alarm and further provides an alert off button
1606 to turn off the alert associated with the chair exit
alarm and a reset button 1608 to reset the alert.
[0072] As described previously, other patient supports
110 other than the chair 130 (e.g., the toilet 140, the
stretcher 150, the other devices 160) may be communi-
catively coupled (e.g., paired via a Bluetooth connection)
to the hospital bed 120. Figs. 17 and 18 illustrate embod-
iments of the various alarms and alerts associated with
the stretcher 150 and the toilet 140, respectively. Refer-
ring now to Fig. 17, an embodiment of a stretcher alarm
setting screen 1700 that is capable of appearing on the
display 222 of the hospital bed 120 is shown. The stretch-
er alarm setting screen 1700 may appear on the display
222 as a result of the user selecting a stretcher exit button
(not shown), similar to the bed exit button 406 of Fig. 4.
The stretcher alarm setting screen 1700 may include a
number of stretcher exit alarm buttons 1702 that corre-
spond to events that may trigger an alarm if armed (i.e.,

17 18 



EP 3 345 583 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

on, active, etc.), and voice alerts 1712 (i.e., audible nois-
es) associated with the stretcher exit alarm buttons 1702
that have been armed. Similar to the bed exit alarm but-
tons 502 of Fig. 5, the illustrative stretcher exit alarm but-
tons 1702 include a position alarm button 1704 to trigger
an alarm when a present position of the stretcher 150 is
in a predetermined position (e.g., its lowest position), an
exiting alarm button 1706 to trigger an alarm when the
user is detected as attempting to exit the stretcher 150,
an out of stretcher alarm button 1708 to trigger an alarm
when the user is detected as having exited the stretcher
150, and an off button 1710 to turn off (i.e., disarm) all of
the stretcher exit alarm buttons 1702. The voice alerts
1712 associated with the stretcher exit alarm buttons
1702 may be toggled off via a voice alert off button 1714
or toggled on via a voice alert on button 1716.
[0073] Referring now to Fig. 18, an embodiment of a
toilet alarm setting screen 1800 that is capable of ap-
pearing on the display 222 of the hospital bed 120 is
shown. The toilet alarm setting screen 1800 may appear
on the display 222 as a result of the user selecting a toilet
exit button (not shown), similar to the bed exit button 406
of Fig. 4. The toilet alarm setting screen 1800 may include
a number of toilet exit alarms 1802 that correspond to
events that may trigger an alarm if armed (i.e., on, active,
etc.), and voice alerts 1812 (i.e., audible noises) associ-
ated with the toilet exit alarms 1802 that have been
armed. The illustrative toilet exit alarm buttons 1802 in-
clude an on-toilet off button 1804 and an on-toilet on but-
ton 1806 to toggle whether an on-toilet alarm is active
(i.e., armed). In other words, the on-toilet alarm toggle
buttons 1804, 1806 determine whether the toilet 140 is
to monitor for a patient getting on the toilet 140 and pro-
vide a signal that indicates to the hospital bed 120 of the
patient getting on the toilet 140 upon detection thereof.
Additionally, the illustrative toilet exit alarm buttons 1802
include an off-toilet off button 1804 and an off-toilet on
button 1806 to toggle whether an off-toilet alarm is active.
In other words, the off-toilet alarm toggle buttons 1808,
1810 determine whether the toilet 140 is to monitor for a
patient getting off the toilet 140 and provide a signal that
indicates to the hospital bed 120 of the patient exiting the
toilet 140 upon detection thereof. The voice alerts 1812
associated with the toilet exit alarm buttons 1802 may be
toggled off via a voice alert off button 1814 or toggled on
via a voice alert on button 1816.
[0074] It should be appreciated that, in some embod-
iments, the GUI screens of the hospital bed 120 de-
scribed herein may be accessed via a remote computing
device, such as a computing device of the nurse call sys-
tem 104 of Fig. 1.
[0075] Referring now to Fig. 19, a process 1900 for
determining whether to provide an alarm signal to the
hospital information system 102 of Fig. 1 is shown that
may be performed by the hospital bed 120 of Fig. 1. The
process 1900 is initialized at step 1902, which may be
initiated by a power-on event of the hospital bed 120, for
example. The process 1900 proceeds to step 1904, to

determine whether a falls prevention alarm is active. As
described previously, a falls prevention protocol may be
enabled at the hospital bed 120 via one or more alerts
associated with the hospital bed 120, the other patient
supports 110, and/or the other devices 160. To do so,
the process 1900 proceeds to step 1906 to determine
which devices (e.g., the other patient supports 110, the
other devices 160, etc.) are connected to the hospital
bed 120. From step 1906, the process 1900 proceeds to
step 1908 to determine which alarms are armed based
on the connected devices determined at step 1906.
[0076] The process 1900 then proceeds to step 1910
to determine whether at least one falls prevention alarm
is active. In other words, to determine whether an alarm
has been armed for at least one of the connected devices
determined at step 1906. If no falls prevention alarms are
active, the process proceeds to step 1912, wherein the
process 1900 terminates. If at least one falls prevention
alarm is active, the process 1900 proceeds from step
1910 to step 1914 to monitor the hospital bed 120 and
any connected devices with armed (i.e., active) alarms
determined at block 1908 to detect whether an alarm
triggering event was detected. The process 1900 pro-
ceeds from step 1914 to step 1916 to determine whether
an alarm triggering event was detected based on moni-
tored data corresponding to the armed alarms associated
with the hospital bed 120 and/or the other connected de-
vices determined at step 1906.
[0077] If no falls prevention alarms have been trig-
gered, the process 1900 returns to step 1904; otherwise,
the process 1900 advances to step 1918 to determine
alarm settings based on the triggered falls prevention
alarm and which device (e.g., the hospital bed 120 or the
other connected devices) triggered the falls prevention
alarm. To do so, the process 1900 proceeds to step 1920
to determine whether in alert is associated with the trig-
gered falls prevention alarm for the triggering device. For
example, if the chair exit alarm 902 of Fig. 9 has been
activated for the chair 130 of Fig. 1 and was subsequently
triggered, an alert may also be associated with the chair
exit alarm 902, such as the voice alerts 908 of Fig. 9, for
example. The process 1900 proceeds to step 1922 to
provide a notification to the nurse call system 104 of Fig.
1 based on the alarm setting detected at step 1918. In
the previous example of the chair exit alarm, a nurse call
signal is sent to the nurse call system 104 in response
to the chair exit (i.e., the falls prevention alarm). The
nurse call signal may include an indication to trigger a
visible alarm (i.e., an alarm dialog displayed on a com-
puting device, an illuminated LED, a text message sent
to a mobile computing device, etc.), and may additionally
include an indication to produce a voice alert if the voice
alerts 908 have been turned on. The process then pro-
ceeds from step 1922 to step 1912, wherein the process
terminates.
[0078] As described previously, the one or more other
devices 160 may be wirelessly connected to the hospital
bed 120. For example, referring now to Fig. 20, similar
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to Fig. 6, the body portion 616 includes the list of devices
that are available for pairing with the hospital bed 120
via a Bluetooth connection. As shown in the illustrative
Bluetooth pairing screen 2000, the presently selected
available device 2002 is an "audio communication de-
vice" that is indicated as selected by the highlighted rec-
tangle surrounding the available device in the second
row of the list of available devices.
[0079] In an example embodiment, the audio commu-
nication device may be an externally located computing
device (e.g., a Hill-Rom® SideCom® unit) that is capable
of facilitating the reception and transmission of audio
communications between the nurse call system 104 and
the audio communication device, and/or an audio emit-
ting device (e.g., a radio, a television, etc.) and the audio
communication device. Further, the audio communica-
tion device is capable of wirelessly transmitting such
communications from the audio communication device
to a paired device (e.g., the hospital bed 120). As such,
upon pairing the audio communication device with the
hospital bed 120 (see Fig. 21), the speaker 228 of the
hospital bed 120 may emit the communications from the
nurse call system 104 and/or the audio emitting device.
Similarly, the microphone 230 of the hospital bed 120
may receive communications from the patient and wire-
lessly transmit the audio communications to the audio
emitting device for transmission to the nurse call system
104. It should be appreciated that additional and/or al-
ternative externally compatible Bluetooth connections
may also be authorized for pairing with the hospital bed
120 via a wireless connection, such as Bluetooth.
[0080] Although certain illustrative embodiments have
been described in detail above, variations and modifica-
tions exist.
[0081] Embodiments of the invention can be described
with reference to the following numbered clauses, with
preferred features laid out in the dependent clauses:

1. A patient support for use in a healthcare facility
having at least one secondary patient support, the
patient support comprising:

a display operable to render a graphical user
interface (GUI) to interface with a user and allow
the user to set one or more alarms, wherein each
alarm corresponds to an alarm triggering event
triggered by an action of a patient;
communication circuitry to communicatively
couple the patient support to a healthcare com-
munication system and the patient support to
the at least one secondary patient support; and
a control system to monitor data of the patient
support and the at least one secondary patient
support based on the set alarms, detect whether
an alarm triggering event occurred at either the
patient support or the at least one secondary
patient support based on the monitored data,
and, in response to a determination that the

alarm triggering event occurred, provide a signal
indicative of the alarm triggering event to the
healthcare communication system.

2. The patient support of clause 1, wherein the con-
trol system of the patient support determines, from
information provided by the secondary patient sup-
port, whether a triggering event has occurred at the
secondary patient support and provides a signal in-
dicative that the alarm triggering event occurred at
the at least one secondary patient support.

3. The patient support of either clause 1 or clause 2,
wherein the at least one secondary patient support
comprises at least one of a chair, a toilet, a stretcher,
and a lift.

4. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the at least one secondary patient support
comprises a chair, and wherein the alarms include
a chair exit alarm to trigger an alarm in response to
a determination that a patient previously sitting on
the chair is not presently sitting on the chair.

5. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the at least one secondary patient support
comprises a toilet, and wherein the alarms include
at least one of an on-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm
in response to a determination that a patient has sat
on the toilet and an off-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm
in response to a determination that a patient previ-
ously sitting on the toilet is not presently sitting on
the toilet.

6. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the at least one secondary patient support
comprises a stretcher, and wherein the alarms in-
clude at least one of a position alarm to trigger an
alarm in response to a determination that a present
position of the stretcher is in a predetermined posi-
tion, an exiting alarm to trigger an alarm in response
to a determination that the patient is detected as at-
tempting to exit the stretcher, and an out of stretcher
alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a determi-
nation that the patient has exited the stretcher.

7. The patient support of clause 6, wherein the GUI
is further configured to allow the user to control func-
tions of the patient support.

8. The patient support of either clause 6 or clause 7,
wherein the GUI is further configured to facilitate a
wireless network connection between the patient
support and the at least one secondary patient sup-
port.

9. The patient support of clause 8, wherein the wire-
less network connection comprises a Bluetooth net-
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work connection.

10. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the GUI is further configured to provide,
based on the alarm settings, at least one of a visual
indication and an audible noise that the alarm trig-
gering event was detected.

11. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the data comprises a present weight being
applied to the patient support and the at least one
secondary patient support.

12. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the event capable of triggering the alarm
triggering event includes a position event, an exiting
event, and an out of patient support event.

13. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the one or more alarms comprise at least
one of one or more alarms of the patient support and
one or more alarms of the at least one secondary
patient support.

14. The patient support of any preceding clause,
wherein the patient support is a hospital bed.

Claims

1. A patient support for use in a healthcare facility hav-
ing at least one secondary patient support, the pa-
tient support comprising:

a display operable to render a graphical user
interface (GUI) to interface with a user and allow
the user to set one or more alarms, wherein each
alarm corresponds to an alarm triggering event
triggered by an action of a patient;
communication circuitry to communicatively
couple the patient support to a healthcare com-
munication system and the patient support to
the at least one secondary patient support; and
a control system to monitor data of the patient
support and the at least one secondary patient
support based on the set alarms, detect whether
an alarm triggering event occurred at either the
patient support or the at least one secondary
patient support based on the monitored data,
and, in response to a determination that the
alarm triggering event occurred, provide a signal
indicative of the alarm triggering event to the
healthcare communication system, wherein the
GUI is further configured to facilitate a wireless
network connection for wireless transfer of
alarm data between the patient support and the
at least one secondary patient support.

2. The patient support of claim 1, wherein the control
system of the patient support determines, from in-
formation provided by the secondary patient support,
whether a triggering event has occurred at the sec-
ondary patient support and provides a signal indic-
ative that the alarm triggering event occurred at the
at least one secondary patient support.

3. The patient support of either claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the at least one secondary patient support
comprises at least one of a chair, a toilet, a stretcher,
and a lift.

4. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one secondary patient support comprises
a chair, and wherein the alarms include a chair exit
alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a determi-
nation that a patient previously sitting on the chair is
not presently sitting on the chair.

5. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one secondary patient support comprises
a toilet, and wherein the alarms include at least one
of an on-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm in response
to a determination that a patient has sat on the toilet
and an off-toilet alarm to trigger an alarm in response
to a determination that a patient previously sitting on
the toilet is not presently sitting on the toilet.

6. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one secondary patient support comprises
a stretcher, and wherein the alarms include at least
one of a position alarm to trigger an alarm in re-
sponse to a determination that a present position of
the stretcher is in a predetermined position, an exit-
ing alarm to trigger an alarm in response to a deter-
mination that the patient is detected as attempting
to exit the stretcher, and an out of stretcher alarm to
trigger an alarm in response to a determination that
the patient has exited the stretcher.

7. The patient support of claim 6, wherein the GUI is
further configured to allow the user to control func-
tions of the patient support.

8. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the wireless network connection comprises a Blue-
tooth network connection.

9. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the GUI is further configured to provide, based on
the alarm settings, at least one of a visual indication
and an audible noise that the alarm triggering event
was detected.

10. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the data comprises a present weight being applied
to the patient support and the at least one secondary
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patient support.

11. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the event capable of triggering the alarm triggering
event includes a position event, an exiting event, and
an out of patient support event.

12. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the one or more alarms comprise at least one of one
or more alarms of the patient support and one or
more alarms of the at least one secondary patient
support.

13. The patient support of any preceding claim, wherein
the patient support is a hospital bed.
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