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(54) MAGNETIC FILTER FOR A CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEM

(57) A magnetic filter 10 includes first and second
separation chambers 10, 12. The separation chambers
10, 12 each have an inlet and an outlet, and the separa-
tion chambers 10, 12 are joined together such that the
inlets of the first and second chambers are adjacent, and
the outlets of the first and second chambers are adjacent.
An inlet port arrangement 28 connects both inlets to a
single inlet pipe, and an outlet port arrangement 30 con-
nects both outlets to a single outlet pipe.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a magnetic filter
for a central heating system, and in particular to a filter
for use in a system having pipework with diameter be-
tween around 35 and 42mm.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

[0002] It is now common to fit filter devices to central
heating systems, to remove magnetic and nonmagnetic
particles from the system water as it circulates around
the system. Such filters are useful in all types of central
heating system, from small domestic systems with a sin-
gle circuit and a few radiators, to the largest systems in
factories and other industrial sites.
[0003] At present, filters are available for domestic sys-
tems, which typically use 22mm or 28mm copper pipe
for the main heating circuit(s). These filters typically have
a body made from plastics, for example, glass-reinforced
nylon. Various features are known which provide for easy
and compact installation in a domestic setting. For ex-
ample, the Applicant’s co-pending application published
as GB2502383 discloses an in-line fitment for a filter
which includes two sockets, one socket having a greater
pipe receiving depth than the other socket. Where some
manipulation of the pipework is possible, this provides
for easy attachment of the fitment to the heating circuit,
where the parts of the fitment which attach to the filter
are guaranteed to be at exactly the correct spacing for
attachment of the filter.
[0004] Filters are also available for larger systems,
which use 2 inch (around 50mm) or greater diameter pipe
for the heating circuit(s). For example, the filters sold un-
der the trade mark "Magnaclean (RTM) Commercial" fit
into this category. These filters are essentially in the form
of a large, heavy, cast container, with an inlet and an
outlet on either side, a removable lid, and magnets ex-
tending into the container to attract and retain magnetic
particles from system water as it flows through the filter.
These large filters are typically connected into the heating
circuit by providing a welded flange on the inlet and outlet
of the filter. A similar flange can be welded onto the pipe
ends to be connected, and each pipe flange is then bolted
to its corresponding filter flange, some sealing material
having been placed in between.
[0005] However, there is a class of medium-sized cen-
tral heating systems for which neither of these types of
filters are particularly well suited. These systems typically
use steel pipe, between 35mm and 42mm in diameter.
The pipes are usually joined either by tapered threads,
which are typically made as required using a die, or by
crimping, for example using the "XPRESS" (RTM) crimp-
ing system. These pipes are inflexible, which makes it
impossible to use the in-line fitment as described in
GB2502383. Also, the size of the tools used, and the
forces typically applied to pipework during installation of
these systems, makes damage to a plastic-bodied filter

likely. However, large filters such as the Magnaclean
(RTM) Commercial are expensive to manufacture, and
rather over-specified in terms of the system pressure and
flow rate which is typical in medium-sized (35-42mm)
systems.
[0006] US2014/367340 relates to a magnetic separa-
tor with an external magnet around a chamber where
particles settle out of suspension. US2012/198970 re-
lates to an oil filter removal tool with a reservoir to receive
oil during filter removal. US6524476 relates to an oil pan
with a magnetic filter apparatus, where the magnet can
be removed for cleaning.
[0007] It is an object of this invention to provide a mag-
netic filter which is suitable for use in these medium-sized
central heating systems.

STATEMENT OF INVENTION

[0008] According to a first aspect of the invention, there
is provided a magnetic filter for a central heating system,
the magnetic filter including:

a first substantially cylindrical separation chamber
having an inlet and an outlet, and a magnet disposed
within the separation chamber;

a second substantially cylindrical separation cham-
ber having an inlet and an outlet, and a magnet dis-
posed within the separation chamber,

the first and second separation chambers being dis-
posed next to each other and joined together at their
sides, the inlet of the first separation chamber being
disposed adjacent the inlet of the second separation
chamber, and the outlet of the first separation cham-
ber being disposed adjacent the outlet of the second
separation chamber,

and the magnetic filter further including an inlet port
arrangement between the separation chambers for
fluidly connecting the inlets of the first and second
separation chambers to a single inlet pipe, and an
outlet port arrangement between the separation
chambers on the same side as the inlet port arrange-
ment for fluidly connecting the outlets of the first and
second separation chambers to a single outlet pipe,

in use, flow through the inlet port arrangement being
split between the first and second separation cham-
bers and entering each chamber at a tangent, cre-
ating swirls of flow in opposing directions in those
chambers.

[0009] The arrangement of the invention may be used
to provide for a larger capacity filter, which is simple to
fit and has the advantages of smaller filters which are
used in domestic or small commercial systems, for ex-
ample the filter disclosed in GB2524056. The filter can
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be made from plastics, for example glass-reinforced ny-
lon, whilst providing a large enough dirt-capturing capac-
ity and a small enough pressure drop to be suitable for
use in 35-42mm systems.
[0010] Preferably, each of the first and second sepa-
ration chambers is substantially in the form of a cylinder
having circular or elliptic cross-section. The magnet may
be provided substantially in the centre of the cylinder, so
that water to be cleaned may flow around the magnet on
all sides. The inlet of each of the first and second sepa-
ration chambers is preferably in the curved wall of the
cylinder, and the inlet arrangement preferably fluidly con-
nects to each inlet substantially at a tangent to the curved
wall. In other words, the inlet arrangement extends away
from each separation chamber in a direction substantially
in-line with the wall of the separation chamber, at the
point where the inlet arrangement meets the curved wall.
[0011] Similarly, the outlet of each of the first and sec-
ond separation chambers is preferably in the curved wall
of the cylinder, and the outlet arrangement likewise may
connect with each outlet substantially at a tangent to the
curved wall.
[0012] Having fluid flow into the separation chamber
at a tangent causes a swirl of flow within the separation
chamber, which increases the effectiveness of separa-
tion. At the same time, providing two separation cham-
bers next to each other means that a single inlet port
arrangement and outlet port arrangement may be pro-
vided for the whole filter, and the inlet port arrangement
may be disposed substantially in-line with the outlet port
arrangement, which provides for easy connection of the
inlet and outlet port arrangements into pipework.
[0013] The inlet port arrangement and outlet port ar-
rangement may each include a substantially Y-shaped
flow path, for splitting the flow from the inlet port into two
flow paths, one directed to each separation chamber,
and for combining the flow from the outlet of each sepa-
ration chamber into a single outlet port. The inlet and
outlet ports may be externally screw-threaded for con-
nection to a fitment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, and to show more clearly how it may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made by way of example
only to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a magnetic filter in
accordance with the invention, provided with a tele-
scopic fitment;

Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of the mag-
netic filter and fitment of Figure 1;

Figures 3a and 3b are cross-sections through the
magnetic filter and fitment of Figure 1, showing the
telescopic fitment in respectively fully-extended and

fully-retracted positions;

Figure 4 is a magnified cross-section of part of the
telescopic fitment as shown in Figure 3a;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a handle member
for use with the magnetic filter of Figure 1;

Figures 6a and 6b are perspective views of the filter
and fitment of Figure 1, shown together with the han-
dle member of Figure 5 in various positions; and

Figure 7 is a cross-section through the magnetic filter
and fitment of Figure 1, showing the direction of flow
within the fitment and filter.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

[0015] Referring firstly to Figures 1 and 2, a magnetic
filter for a central heating system is indicated generally
at 10, and is shown with a fitment 60.
[0016] The magnetic filter includes first and second
substantially cylindrical separation chambers 12, 14.
Each chamber is open at one end (uppermost in Figure
1), but the open end of each separation chamber 12, 14
is closed by a closure 16, 18. In Figure 1 the closures
16, 18 are shown fully fitted onto the separation chambers
12, 14. In other words, the magnetic filter 10 is shown
closed, as it would be when installed in a central heating
system and in normal use.
[0017] As best seen in Figure 2, magnets 20, 22 extend
into each of the separation chambers 12, 14. The mag-
nets 20, 22 are fixed to the closures 16, 18 and are en-
closed in use by sleeves 24, 26. The arrangement of a
magnet attached to a closure, and the sleeves them-
selves, are described in detail in GB2524056, which is
incorporated herein by reference.
[0018] An inlet port arrangement 28 and outlet port ar-
rangement 30 are provided, between the first and second
separation chambers 12, 14. The first and second sep-
aration chambers 12, 14 are disposed next to each other
and are joined to each other, and the inlet and outlet port
arrangements are provided between the two separation
chambers. The two separation chambers 12, 14, and the
inlet and outlet port arrangements 28, 30 are moulded
from glass-reinforced nylon in a single piece.
[0019] The inlet and outlet port arrangements 28, 30
are externally screw-threaded.
[0020] Each closure 16, 18 is in the form of a substan-
tially planar roof section 40, 42, and a circumferential wall
44, 46 extending from the roof section. An external screw
thread 36, 38 is provided on the outside of each circum-
ferential wall 44, 46, and castellations 48, 50 are provided
on the inside of the wall. The castellations 48, 50 extend
substantially radially and inwardly from the inside of the
wall, and are in the form of spaced elements around the
interior of the wall. A bleed valve 52, 54 is provided sub-
stantially in the centre of each roof section 40, 42.
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[0021] Near the top of the curved wall of each of the
separation chambers 12, 14, an internal screw thread
32, 24 is provided. The internal screw threads 32, 34
correspond with external screw threads 36, 38 on the
closure members 16, 18. Hence the closure members
16, 18 can be screwed into the top of the separation
chambers 12, 14, to form a plug and seal the open end
of the separation chambers.
[0022] A drain outlet is provided in the base of each
separation chamber, and a drain plug 56 substantially in
the form of a bolt is provided to close each drain outlet
when the filter 10 is in use.
[0023] The fitment 60 comprises a first connector 62
and a second connector 64. In this embodiment the con-
nectors 62, 64 are identical to each other, and are sub-
stantially in the form of 90 degree elbows. Each connector
has a filter connection end 66 and a circuit connection
end 68. The circuit connection ends 68 of each connector
62, 64 in use are connected into a central heating system
circuit, and the filter connection ends 66 are connected
to the magnetic filter 10, in particular to the inlet port ar-
rangement 28 and the outlet port arrangement 30. As
shown in Figure 1, in use system water flows into the
filter via the uppermost connector 62 (arrow A) and flows
out of the filter via the lowermost connector 64 (arrow B).
[0024] Referring now to Figures 3a, 3b, and 4, the fit-
ment 60 will be described in more detail.
[0025] The filter connection end 66 of each connector
62, 64 is substantially identical to those disclosed in
GB2524056, and is not described in detail here. Briefly,
the filter connection end includes a fitment adapted to be
received within at least one of the ports of the separator,
the fitment including a bore for carrying fluid from/to the
central heating circuit to/from the separator, and a thread-
ed connector for securing the fitment to the or each port,
the threaded connector having a grip area for facilitating
tightening of the connector by hand.
[0026] The circuit connection end 68 is telescopic, and
so can be extended (as shown in Figure 3a) and retracted
(as shown in Figure 3b) whilst maintaining a sealed flow
path between the circuit connection end 68 and the filter
connection end 66. The telescopic components are
shown fully-extended in Figure 3a, and fully retracted in
Figure 3b, but it will be appreciated that the fitment 60
can also work with the telescopic components in any in-
termediate position. Also, the telescopic parts of each
connector 62, 64 could be equally extended, or have dif-
fering extents.
[0027] The telescopic circuit connection end 68 broad-
ly includes an inner pipe 70 and an outer pipe 72. The
outer pipe slides over the inner pipe to increase or de-
crease the total length of the circuit connection end 68.
As seen best in Figure 4, two O-ring seals 74, 76 are
provided in grooves near the end of the inner pipe 70.
The double seal ensures that fluid does not leak from the
connector. The outer pipe has a tapered mouth 78, and
a groove 80 just inward of the tapered mouth 78 which
holds a snap-ring 82. The snap-ring 82 travels with the

outer pipe 72 as it is moved (upwards and downwards in
Figure 4) with respect to the inner pipe 70.
[0028] A first detent 84, in the form of a ring around the
outside wall of the inner pipe, stops the mouth 78 of the
outer pipe sliding over the O-ring seals 74, 76. The snap-
ring 82 which is carried with the outer pipe 72 is obstruct-
ed by the first detent 84 when the telescopic parts are at
maximum extension, preventing the parts coming apart
or compromising the seal.
[0029] A second detent 86 is provided on the outside
of the inner pipe 70, spaced some distance into the inner
pipe 70 (i.e. towards the filter connection end). Adjacent
to the second detent 86 and between the first and second
detents 84, 86 is a snap-ring assembly groove 88. The
snap-ring assembly groove is used when assembling the
connector 64 - the snap ring 82 can be placed around
the inner pipe 70, between the first detent 84 and the
assembly groove 88. The outer pipe 72 can then be
pushed onto the inner pipe 70. As this is done, the snap-
ring will travel in the mouth 78 of the outer pipe 72 until
it reaches the assembly groove 88 and is obstructed from
further travel along the pipe (upwards in Figure 4) by the
second detent 86. At this point, as the outer pipe 72 is
pushed slightly further over the inner pipe, the increas-
ingly narrow interior of the outer pipe 72 will compress
the snap ring 82 into the groove 88, until the holding
groove 80 of the outer pipe 72 is level with the snap ring
82. At this point, the snap ring 82 will snap into the holding
groove 80, and the outer pipe 72 becomes permanently
fixed to the inner pipe 70.
[0030] The outer pipe 72 is the part which is joined into
the heating circuit. This may be via a screw connection
in which case an interior thread may be cut into the end
of the outer pipe 72, or it may be via a crimping system,
or by any other means.
[0031] Referring now to Figure 5, 6a and 6b, a handle
member is indicated generally at 90. Note that although
several handle members 90 are shown in Figure 6a and
6b, this is merely to show the handle 90 in different po-
sitions. It is envisaged that only one handle member 90
will be provided with each filter 10, since the handle 90
is a multipurpose tool.
[0032] The handle member 90 is substantially elon-
gate, having upper, lower, left and right side faces 92,
94, 96, 98 and two opposing end faces 100, 102. The
lower face 94, the right side face 98 and one of the end
faces 102 are hidden in Figure 5 but all faces are shown
in at least one of the positions in Figures 6a and 6b. In
any case, the left and right side faces 96, 98 are identical,
as are the two opposing end faces 100, 102.
[0033] On each opposing end face 100, 102, a rectan-
gular cut-out or indent 104 is provided. The cut out ex-
tends all the way to the edge of the end face 102, 104
which meets the lower face 94, but stops short of each
of the other three edges of the end face 102, 104. The
rectangular cut-out 104 on each end of the handle 90 is
designed to engage with the radial castellations 48, 50
which are provided on the interior of the circumferential

5 6 



EP 3 357 553 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

wall 44, 46 of each of the closures 16, 18. When the
handle 90 is engaged, it sits at least partly below the top
of the wall and castellations of the closure 16, 18, be-
tween opposing sides of the wall 44, 46. Figure 6a shows
the handle in position to be engaged with closure 16 in
this way, indicated by arrow C.
[0034] A hexagonal male protrusion 111 is provided
on the upper surface 92 of the handle 90, and is preferably
sized at 22mm across flats. The hexagonal male protru-
sion 111 can be engaged with a socket wrench or span-
ner which can then be used to apply torque to the handle,
if required.
[0035] When the handle is positioned between oppos-
ing sides of the circumferential wall 44 of closure 16, it
may be turned clockwise or anticlockwise to tighten or
loosen the closure 16, as required. This can be done by
hand or by using a socket wrench or spanner as de-
scribed above. Indeed, using any other tool is difficult.
This is an advantage, because where closures can be
gripped by large spanners or the like, over-tightening is
a risk and can lead to damage to the plastic separation
chamber, and to the seal of the closure on the separation
chamber. The handle generally allows tightening and
loosening of the closure 16 by hand, but overtime the
closure may become tighter and more difficult to loosen
by hand. In that case, a socket wrench or spanner may
be used. However, the arrangement of the handle as-
sembly provides a practical limitation as to the types of
tools which may be used, therefore reducing the risk of
damage caused by over-torquing.
[0036] On each side face 96, 98 of the handle member
90, a square socket 106 is provided within a substantially
square extension 108. The square socket is sized to op-
erate bleed valve 52, and also other bleed valves which
are typically found on most radiators and other central
heating system components. The handle 90 is seen in
the correct position to operate the bleed valve 52 in Figure
6a, indicated by arrow D.
[0037] Two identical hexagonal sockets 110 are pro-
vided in the lowerface 94 of the handle 90. These are
best seen in Figure 6a on the handle 90 indicated by
arrow E. The sockets are disposed at either side of a
circular indent 112 which is substantially in the centre of
the lower face 94.
[0038] The hexagonal sockets 110 allow the handle to
be used as a spanner to operate the bolt 56 which forms
the drain plug on the separator chamber 14, as shown
in Figure 6b, indicated by arrow F.
[0039] Referring now to Figure 7, the construction of
the inlet arrangement 28 will be described in more detail.
The flow path within the outlet arrangement is substan-
tially Y-shaped, the flow from the inlet connector 62
through the inlet port being split into two, part of the flow
being directed into each of the first and second separation
chambers 12, 14. The inlet arrangement 28 is fluidly con-
nected with each separation chamber 12, 14 through an
aperture in the curved wall of the cylindrical separation
chamber, and the flow enters the separation chamber

substantially parallel to the curved wall, at the point where
the curved wall meets the inlet arrangement 28. In other
words, flow enters each separation chamber at a tangent.
As a result, a swirl of flow is created in each of the two
chambers 12, 14, as indicated by arrows G.
[0040] The outlet arrangement 30 is not seen in the
cross-section of Figure 7, but it is substantially identical
and, in fact, either port can be used as the inlet, with the
other port being used as the outlet. Note that the flow
deflector 114 which defines the centre of the Y-shaped
flow path in each inlet/outlet arrangement 28, 30 has a
curved profile in the plane defined by a circular section
of the cylinder - i.e. the plane in which the cross section
of Figure 7 is shown. This reduces pressure drop which
would otherwise be caused at the outlet when the flow
has to turn a sharp corner into the substantially tangential
outlet arrangement 30. It is found that, with this size of
filter, this arrangement gives acceptable results in terms
of pressure drop.
[0041] The filter and fitment provides for a high-per-
formance and economical filter which is useful in systems
where a typical domestic filter would be too small, and
where a known commercial filter would be over-specified
and unnecessarily expensive. The filter can be made
from plastics, in particular glass-reinforced nylon or
glass-reinforced polypropylene, but safeguards are pro-
vided against overtightening which can otherwise be a
problem with plastic filters of this size. The fitment ar-
rangement allows easy fitting to inflexible pipework.
[0042] The embodiments described above are provid-
ed by way of example only, and various changes and
modifications will be apparent to persons skilled in the
art without departing from the scope of the present in-
vention as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A magnetic filter (10) for a central heating system,
the magnetic filter (10) including:

a first substantially cylindrical separation cham-
ber (12) having an inlet and an outlet, and a mag-
net (20) disposed within the separation chamber
(12);
a second substantially cylindrical separation
chamber (14) having an inlet and an outlet, and
a magnet (22) disposed within the separation
chamber (14),
the first and second separation chambers (12,
14) being disposed next to each other and joined
together at their sides, the inlet of the first sep-
aration chamber (12) being disposed adjacent
the inlet of the second separation chamber (12),
and the outlet of the first separation chamber
(12) being disposed adjacent the outlet of the
second separation chamber (14),
and the magnetic filter (10) further including an

7 8 



EP 3 357 553 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

inlet port arrangement (28) between the sepa-
ration chambers (12, 14) for fluidly connecting
the inlets of the first and second separation
chambers (12, 14) to a single inlet pipe, and an
outlet port arrangement (30) between the sep-
aration chambers (12, 14) on the same side as
the inlet port arrangement (28) for fluidly con-
necting the outlets of the first and second sep-
aration chambers (12, 14) to a single outlet pipe,
in use, flow through the inlet port arrangement
(28) being split between the first and second
separation chambers (12, 14) and entering each
chamber (12, 14) at a tangent, creating swirls of
flow in opposing directions in those chambers
(12, 14).

2. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in claim 1, in which
the magnet (20, 22) is provided substantially in the
centre of the cylinder.

3. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in claim 1 or claim
2, in which the inlet of each of the first and second
separation chambers (12, 14) is in the curved wall
of the cylinder.

4. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in claim 3, in which
the inlet port arrangement (28) fluidly connects to
the inlet of each of the first and second chambers
(12, 14) substantially at a tangent to the curved wall.

5. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in any preceding
claim, in which the outlet of each of the first and sec-
ond separation chambers (12, 14) is in the curved
wall of the cylinder.

6. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in claim 5, in which
the outlet port arrangement (30) fluidly connects to
the outlet of each of the first and second chambers
(12, 14) substantially at a tangent to the curved wall.

7. A magnetic filter (10) as claimed in any preceding
claim, in which the inlet port arrangement (28) and
the outlet port arrangement (30) each include a sub-
stantially Y-shaped flow path.
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